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Ba muuoi bay gio
trudc Ngay Trai dat

|
NGUDI KHAC PHUC SU CO

“Tinh tUr ¢6 trd xuéng, ngudi ta chi dang gia vai do la méi ngay. Nhung tu c6 trd len, ngudi ta dang gia
VGi bat cu thu gi tri 6c nguoi ta mang lai dugc.”

THOMAS ALVA EDISON
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Chuong 1

Ngoi trong trung tam diéu khién thudc khu Lién hgp Dién lyc va Chiéu sang
Algonquin trai dai trén bo song Pong & quan Queens cia New York, nhan
vién giam sat ca sang chau may nhin dong chitr mau doé dang nhap nhdy trén
man hinh may tinh.

Su cd nghiém trong.

Bén dudi dong chit 1a nhitng chit s6 ditng im, biéu thi thdi gian chinh xac:
11: 20: 20: 003 sang.

Ong ta dit chiéc coc gidy dung ca phé xudng, né mau trdng va xanh lam in
hinh vé cttng nhac cac van dong vién Hy Lap. Ro6i 6ng ta ngoi thang luwng trén
chiéc ghé xoay kéu cot két.

Nhén vién ctda trung tam diéu khién thudc cong ty dién lyc nay, moi ngwoi
ngoi trrdc mot may tram ca nhan, giong nhuw nhan vién diéu khién khong lvu
vay. Can phong réng 16n vdi déen dom sang trung, va chi phoi khong gian la
mot man hinh phang khong 16, bdo cao tinh hinh hoat dong cua Iwéi dién
Lién két Bong Bac cung cap dién cho cd New York, Pennsylvania, New
Jersey lan Connecticut. Kién tric va bai tri trong trung tam diéu khién kha
hién dai, néu hién tai la nam 1960.

Nguoi ky sw giam sat nheo mat ngwdc nhin man hinh hién thi dién nang
chuyén vé tir cdc nha may phat dién trén khap dat nwdc: cac tua-bin hoi nudc,
cc 10 phan tng hat nhan, dap thay dién trén thac Niagara. O mdt phan nho
xlu cua dia mi sgi mo ta cac dwong dién nay, co cai gi dé dang truc trac. Mot
vong tron mau do dang nhap nhay
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Su cd nghiém trong.

“Co van dé gi nhi?” Nguoi ky su giam sat hoi. D6 la mot nguwoi dan ong
toc muoi tiéu, phan bung san chac dwdi 16p 4o so mi cdc tay mau trang, va ba
muoi nam kinh nghiém trong nganh dién lyc, 6ng ta gan nhw to mo. Mdc du
thi thodng van c6 dén bao sw c6 nghiém trong, nhwng nhitng sw c6 nghiém
trong thure sy rat hiém khi xdy ra.

Mot ky thuat vien tré dap, “Cé thong bao sap dién toan bo. Tram MH-12”

T6i tam, bui bam va khong nguwdi diéu khién, Tram 12 ctia Lién hgp
Algonquin nam & khu Harlem - MH la ky hiéu cho Manhattan - 1a mdt tram
chinh trong khu virc. N6 tiép nhan dong dién 138.000 volt va cho dong dién
chay qua cadc mdy bién ap, gidm xudng con muoi phan tram, dugc chia ra, roi
toa di theo duong day.

Mot thong bao nita xuat hién.

MH-12 gian tuyén. MH-17, MH-10, MH-13, NI-18 cung céap dién cho
khu vuc dich vu bi anh hudng.

“Chung ta phai chuyén dwong tai.” Ai dé kéu 1én mot cach thira thai.

Khi Tram 12 sap, may tinh tw dong dap &ng nhu cau khach hang bang
cach chuyén dién tir nhitng tram khac dén.

“Khong dé mat dong bd, khong dé sut ap.” Mot ky thuat vién khac kéu to.

Dién trén lwdi dién cling giong nhw nwdc chdy vao nha qua dwong ong
chinh duy nhat, sau day chay ra qua nhiéu voi. Khi mot voi bi khoa, ap luc &
cac voi khac tang lén. Dién cling giong nhw vay tuy né chuyén dong nhanh
hon nwéc nhiéu, gan bay tram triéu dam moi gio. Va vi nhu cau vé dién caa
thanh phé New York rat 16n, dién 4p - twong dwong ap lyc nwéc - & cac tram
ganh them phu tai sé tang len.

Nhung toan bé hé théng duwoc thiét ké la nham gidi quyét nhitng tinh
huéng nhu thé nay, va cac dong hoé chi dién ap van hién thi mau xanh 14 cay.

Tuy nhién, diéu khién nguwoi ky sw giam sat ban khoan la tai sao aptomat &
Tram 12 lai sap.
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“Ctr mot tho stta chita dén Tram 12 di. C6 thé la d&t cap. Hay chap...”
Vira luc dy, chiéc dén do thit hai bat dau nhap nhay.

Su cd nghiém trong.
NJ-18 gian tuyén.

Mot tram bién ap khu viye nita, & gan Paramus, New Jersey, lai sap. D6 la
mot trong nhitng tram ganh thém phu tai cho Tram 12.

Nguoi k§ sw gidm sat bat mot tiéng nita nhu cwdi niva nhw ho. Ong ta chau
may boi réi. “Cai quai quy gi dang dién ra vay? Phu tdi van & dung sai cho
phép ma.”

“Tat ca cac thiét bi cdm bién va den bdo déu dang hoat dong.” Mot ky
thuat vién nai to.

Nguoi ky sw giam sat nhin cham cham 1én man hinh, chd dgi budc logic
tiép theo: N6 cho biét tram - hodc nhitng tram - mdi nao sé lam viéc thay
Tram NJ-18.

Tuy nhién, khong c6 thong bao nao xuat hién.

Chi con ba tram & Manhattan, 17,10 va 13, tiép tuc cung cdp dién cho hai
khu vyc cta thanh phé ma néu khong thi sé bi chim trong béng t6i. Chuong
trinh may tinh dang khong lam viéc dang 1€ no phai lam: duva dién tw nhitng
tram khac dén. Hién gig, lvgng dién vao va ra ba tram kia dang dot ngot tang
len.

Nguoi ky su giam sat vo b rau quai nén, va sau khi cho dgi mot tram
khac dang nhap hé thong, nhung vo ich, thi dwa ra ménh lénh cho t6 tredng
trg ly cia minh, “Thao tac bang tay di, dwa dién vao khu viec phia dong Tram
127

“Ro.”

Mot lat sau, nguwdi ky sw giam sat gat, “Nay, lam di.”

“Um... T6i dang c6.”

“Pang c6. Cau bdo dang c6 1a sao?.” Cai viéc chi can vai nhat go ban
phim don gian.

“Bang phan phdi khong nhan 1énh.”
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“Khong thé nao!” Nguoi ky sw giam sat buwdc may budc ngan dén cho
may tinh cta k¥ thuat vién. Ong ta gd nhitng lénh ma ban than du dang ngu
cling go duoc.

Khong c6 gi.

Cac dong ho chi dién ap da hét mic mau xanh. Mau vang bat dau hién 1én.

“Thé nay khong 6n r6i.” Ai d6 1am bam. “Thé nay la c6 van dé.”

Nguoi ki su gidam sat chay tr@ vé ban, tha minh vao ghé. Thanh granola va
cai coc in hinh vé van dong vién Hy Lap roi xudng san.

ROi m6t quan domino nita cling roi xuong. Cham dé thi ba, giong nhu
mat con bo t6t hwéng thang vao muc tiéu ctia minh, bat dau nhap nhdy, va
man hinh SCADA lanh lung hién 1én dong thong bao:

Su cd nghiém trong.
MH-17 gian tuyén.

“Khong, khong phai mot tram ntta chit!” Ai do thi thao.

Va, giong nhu ldc trwde, khong xuat hién tram nao khac gitip dap tng nhu
cau cuc 1én cta nguoi dan New York vé dién. Hai tram dang lam cong viéc
cuia nam tram. Nhiét do dwong day vao va ra hai tram dang tang len, cac vach
chi mitc dién ap trén man hinh 16n da chuyén han sang mau vang.

MH-12 gian tuyén. NJ-18 gian tuyén. MH-17 gian tuyén. MH-10, MH-13
cung cap dién cho cac khu vue dich vu bi anh huwéng.

Nguwoi ki su giam sat gat, “Lay thém dién tir dau day cho cac khu vue nay.
T6i khong can biét moi nguwdi lam cach nao. Bat ky dau cling dugc.”

Mot nit nhan vién phu trach buong diéu khién gan dé nhanh chéng dirng
day. “T6i c6 bon mwoi nghin. Toi dang khai thac cac dwong dan nhanh tw
Bronx.”

Mot nguoi khac 1ay dién tir Connecticut.

Co 1€ ho sé kiém soat dugc tinh huong nay. “Nita di!”

Nhung sau day, nguwoi phu nit 1dy dién tr Bronx chgt nghen 10i noi,
“Khoan da, dwong truyén ty giam xudng con hai mwoi nghin. Toi khong biét
tai sao.”
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Dbiéu nay dang dién ra trén toan bo hé thong. Ngay khi mot ky thuat vién
dwa dwoc chut dién veé thi nguén cung cap ttt mot vi tri khac lai can sach.

Va tat ca vé kich nay dang trién khai v&i téc do nghet tha.

Gan bay tram triéu dam moi gio...

Lai mot vong tron mau dé nita, mot vét thwong do dan ban.

Su cd nghiém trong.
MH-13 gian tuyén.

Chuyén nay twong tw mot hé chita nwdc khong 16 dang c6 do ra qua cai
voi duy nhat bé ti teo, kiéu nhw voi ldy nwéc & cira tu lanh. Dién 4p vao Tram
MH-10, nam trong tda nha cii kj & phd Nam muwoi bdy man Tay thudc hat
Clinton, quan Manhattan, da tang gdp bon, nam lan binh thwong, va van dang
tiép tuc tang 1én. Cac aptomat sé sap bat ct lic nao, ngan chdn xay ra chay
no, nhung sé trd phan 16n Midtown vé thoi thudc dia.

Va roi, “Oi, Jesus, lay Chda!” Ai d6 kéu Ién.

Nguoi ki su giam sat khong biét ai da kéu 1én, tat ca déu dang nhin cham
cham vao man hinh ctia minh, dau chdi hét xuéng, sttng s¢. “Cai gi thé?”
Ong ta gian dit quat “T6i khong muén tiép tuc nghe nhitng cau kiéu 4y nita.
Noi cho toi xem nao!”

“Ché d6 cai dat aptomat & Manhattan-Mwoi! Nhin kia! Nhitng cai
aptomat!”

Oi, khéng. Khong...

Céc aptomat & MH-10 da bi cai dat lai. Gio ching cho phép mtc tai gap
muoi lan mie tai an toan.

Néu trung tam diéu khién Algonquin khéng nhanh chéng gidm dwoc ap
lyc cua dién 4p dang tdn cong Tram MH-10, cac dwong day va bang phan
phoi trong tram sé cho phép mot con 1ii dién manh chi ti ao vao. Tram sé nd
tung. Tuy nhién, trede khi diéu dy xdy ra, dong dién sé chay qua cac day dan
nhanh vao cac hop bién ap chon duwéi dat rai rac khap nhitng khéi pho phia
nam Trung tam Lincoln, vao Iwgi dién cta cac toa van phong va cao oc 16n.
Mot s6 aptomat sé ngat mach, nhung mot s6 aptomat va bang dién gia nua
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hon sé néng chay thanh nhitng cuc kim loai dan dién, dé dong dién di tiép,
bdc chdy va chap n6 thanh nhitng cung lira dién c6 thé thiéu chét bat c ai &
gan cac thiét bi dién hay 6 cam trén twong.

Nguoi ky s giam sat lan dau tién nghi tdi: Khing bo. Mot vu tan cong
khtng bé. Ong ta hét 1én, “Goi cho B6 An ninh Ndi dia va S& Canh sat. Va
cai dat lai di, chét tiét. Cai dat lai cac aptomat di.”

“Chung khong nhan 1énh. Toi bi khoa, khong truy cap dugc vao MH-10.”

“Cai quai quy gi ma cau c6 thé bi khéa chi?”

“Toi khong...”

“Co ai bén trong tram khong? Lay Chda, néu c6, bao ho ra di!” Cac tram
dién khong c6 nguoi diéu khién, nhwng cong nhan thi thoang van dén thuc
hién viéc sta chita, bao dvong dinh ky.

“R0.”

Céac dong ho chi dién ap lic bay gio da chuyén sang mau dé.

“Sép, chling ta c6 nén sa thai phu tai khong?”

Nghién chat hai ham rang, nguoi ky su giam sat dang can nhac viéc nay.
Sa thai phu tai, con duwgc goi la cat dién tranh qua tdi, 1a bién phap clung bat
dac di trong nganh dién. “Phu tai” 1a lwvgng dién khach hang dang st dung. Sa
thai phu tai la thao tac cé kiém soat, thyc hién bang tay, dong nhitng khu vic
nhat dinh cua lwgi dién, ngan chan nguy co do v& 16n hon trén toan b hé
thong.

Do 1a phuong ké cudi cung ma mot cong ty dién lwc 4p dung trong tran
chién duy tri lwdi dién va sé gay ra hau qua tai hai cho khu vie dan cw dong
dic dy cta Manhattan. Riéng thiét hai doi vi may tinh thoi sé la hang chuc
triéu chiéc, va nguoi ta c6 thé sé bi thuwong, tham chi c6 thé mat mang. Cac
cudc goi 911 sé khong thuc hién dwgce. Xe cap citu, xe canh sat sé ket tién
dwong, vi den giao thong khong bat. Thang may ngirng hoat dong. Sé c6 hot
hodng, hoang mang. Cuwép, giét, hiép bao gio cling tang 1én trong thoi gian
cat dién, tham chi gitta ban ngay ban mat.

bién gitt cho nguoi ta lwong thién.

“Sép?” Cau ky thuat vién goi mot cach tuyét vong.
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Nguoi ky su giam sat nhin cham cham vao cac dong hoé chi dién ap dang
xé dich. Ong ta v 14y dién thoai ctia chinh minh va goi cho sép caa chinh
minh, mot phé cha tich cdp cao ctia Algonquin. “Herb, ching t6i gap phai
tinh huéng nay.” Ong ta bdo c4o tém tit tinh hinh.

“Lam sao xdy ra nhu thé duwgc?”

“Chung t6i khong biét. Toi dang nghi t6i khiing bo.”

“Troi dat! Cac anh goi cho B6 An ninh Noi dia chwa?”

“Ro0i, vira goi. Ttr dau t6i gio ching t6i hau nhw chi c6 gang dan thém dién
dén nhitng khu viye bi anh hwéng. Ching t6i dang khong may man lam.”

Sép ong ta suy nghi mot lat “Cé mot duwong day truyén tai thit hai chay
qua Manhattan-Mu0i, phai khong?”

Nguoi ki s giam sat ngwdc nhin man hinh 16n. Mot duong day cao thé
chay qua tram, nham phia tay, phan phoi dién cho cac khu vuc thuoc New
Jersey. “Phai, nhung né khong tryc tuyén. N6 chi chay qua mét duong 6ng &
de.”

“Nhung liéu cac anh cé thé ddu noi va st dung duong day dy lam nguon
cung?”

“Bang tay u?... T6i nghi rang, nhung... nhung nhw thé c6 nghia phéi dwa
ngwoi vao MH-10. Va néu ching t6i khong ngan duwgce dong dién cho tGi lic
lam xong, no6 sé phat n6. Ho sé chét hét. Hodc ho sé bi bédng do ba toan than.”

Pau day bén kia nin ldng. “Gilt may. Toi sé goi cho Jessen.”

CEO cua Lien hgp Algonquin. Con dugc goi mot cach kin dao la Ké
Thong Soai.

Trong luc cho doi, nguoi ky su giam sat c@ nhin nhitng ky thuat vien xung
quanh minh. Ong ta ciing nhin chdm chdm 1én man hinh 16n. Nhitng chdm dé
nhap nhay.

Su cd nghiém trong.
R&t cudc, sép cia sép di quay lai. Giong ong ta ré di. Ong ta ding hing
mot 1at, r6i ndi, “Cac anh duwgc yéu cau ctt may ngudi tdi do. Pau noi bang

»

tay.
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“Pdy la diéu Jessen néi u?”

Lai mot lat im lang. “Phai.”

Nguoi ky sw giam sét thi thao, “T6i khong thé ct ai téi do. Day la cam
te.”

“Vay hdy xem c0 ai xung phong khong. Jessen noi cac anh khong dugc,
hay hiéu cho t6i, cac anh khong dwgc sa thai phu tai trong bat ¢t hoan canh
nao.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Chuong 2

Tai x€ can than cho chiéc xe buyt M70 tir ti chay tGi diém do phdé Nam muoi
bdy, gan doan chuyén tiép giita dai 10 Mudi va dai 10 Amsterdam. Anh ta
dang trong tam trang kha vui vé. Chiéc xe buyt méi nay la loai c6 thé ha san
xuong dé hanh khach bwdc tir via he 1én dé dang hon, né c6 tdm déc cho xe
lan, cé hé tay lai rat dinh va, dac biét quan trong, né c6 chiéc ghé lai thuc sy
ém ai.

C6 Chta biét anh ta can diéu ay, khi mo6i ngay ngoi trén ghé 1ai t6i tam
tiéng dong ho.

Anh ta khong thich nhitng chuyén tau dién ngam, du Puwong sat Long
Island hay Metro North. Khong, anh ta mé nhitng chuyén xe buyt, bat chap
thue trang giao thong dién cuong, thai do thu dich, diéu bo va tic tdi. Anh ta
thich sy dan cha khi di xe buyt, nguwoi ta c6 thé bat gap bat ¢t ai, tir cac vi
ludt su cho t6i nhitng nhac si chat vat kiém song, nhitng cau bé giao hang.
Taxi thi dat va hoi ham, tau dién ngam chang phai ltic nao ciling chay dén noi
nguoi ta mudn. Con di bg? Cha, day la Manhattan. Tuyét voi néu nhw c6 thoi
gian, nhung ai c6 chit? Va lai, anh ta thich moi ngudi va anh ta thich cai thuc
t€ rang minh c6 thé gat dau hay mim cwdi, néi xin chao véi moi nguwdi budc
1én xe. Nguoi New York, khac véi y kién ctia mot s6 nguwdi, hoan toan khong
lanh nhat chit nao. Chang qua doéi lic ho rut ré cam thay bat an, than trong va
lo lang.

Nhung thwong thi chi can mot nu cwdi, mot cai gat dau, mot ti duy nhat...
thé la ngwoi ta trd thanh ban méi cta nhau.

Va anh ta hanh phuc dugc tré thanh ban m@i cua moi nguoi.

Chi can qua sau hay bay khoi pho.
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Viéc chao héi kiéu riéng tw nay ciing cho anh ta co hdi nhan ra nhitng ké
dau 6c bat binh thwong, nhitng doi twgng trom cap, say ruwgu, “dap da,” va
quyét dinh xem c6 can nhan nit bao khan hay khong.

Suy cho cung, day la Manhattan.

HOom nay troi dep, quang dang va mat mé. Thang Tw. Mot trong nhitng
thang anh ta thich. Lic nay, chttng muwoi mot rudi sang va chuyén xe buyt
chat nguoi dang di vé man dong cho nhitng cudc hen an trra hay tranh thu
gio nghi gidi quyét cac viéc vat. Xe cd di chuyén cham chap khi anh ta tién
chiéc xe khong 16 dén gan diém do hon, noi c6 boén, nam nguwoi gi dé dang
ding canh cay cot gan bién bén xe buyt.

Anbh ta tién dén diém d6 va vo tinh nhin qua nhitng ngudi dang doi 1én xe,
anh mat anh ta bat gap toa nha mau nau cii k¥ phia sau ho. M6t kién tric hoi
dau thé ky XX, cé cac ctra so lap chan song nhung bén trong ltc nao ciing toi
om om. Anh ta chwa bao gio trong thay ai ra vao. Mot chon dang sg, giong
nhw nha tu. Phia tredc la tam bién bong tréc, chit trang son trén nén xanh
lam.

CONG TY LIEN HOP BIEN LUC VA CHIEU SANG ALGONGUIN
TRAM MH-10
BAT DONG SAN TU NHAN,
NGUY HIEM. CAQO THE.
CAM XAM PHAM.

Anh ta hiém khi cha y téi chon nay nhung hom nay c6 diéu gi dé khién
anh ta phai nhin, cé diéu gi d6, anh ta nghi, khong dwoc binh thuwong. Budng
long thong tir ctra s6 xuong cach dat chirng ba mét 1a mét sgi day, duwong kinh
khodng nira dot tay. N6 dugce boc 16p cach dién mau den. Nhung ¢ dau muit,
16p nhya hay cao su gi dé da bi twéc mat, dé 10 nhitng sgi kim loai mau bac
nhét qua mot vat c6 dinh, kiéu khuyén dong. Sgi day to khiép di dwgc, anh ta
tw* nha tham.

Va budng xudng ngay qua ctta s6. Nhw thé c6 an toan khong?
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Anh ta phanh cho xe dirng han lai, nhan nit m& ctta. Co ché ha san lién
hoat dong, chiéc xe to 16n ha thap xudng, bac sat cudi cung con cach dat dam
bay centimet.

Nguoi ladi xe quay gwong mdt vudng van, hong hao ra phia canh civa thuy
lyc dang mé véi tiéng xi thoa man.

Mot ba cu tudi bat tuan, tay gilt chat chiéc tii mua hang hiéu Henri Bendel
cii son, gat dau chao lai va, chong cay gay, lap cap budc vé phia cudi xe, mac
ké nhitng cho ngoi phia tredc von van danh cho nguwdi gia va ngudoi khuyét
tat

Lam sao ban c6 thé khong yéu ngudi New York co chid?

ROi c6 chuyén dong dot ngot xuat hién trong gwong chiéu hau. Nhitng anh
den mau vang 16e 1én. Chiéc xe tdi phéng dén dang sau chiéc xe buyt. Lién
hgp Algonquin. Ba cong nhan buwéc ra, ditng quay lai véi nhau, trao déi. Ho
mang cac hop dung cu, 4o khoac va gang tay day. Trong ho chang hé vui vé
khi ttr tir budc t6i toa nha, nhin cham cham vao né. Ba cai dau chum lai khi
ho ban bac gi d6. M6t cai dau lac lac vé de doa.

Roi ngwoi 1ai xe quay sang vi hanh khach cudi cung dang chuan bi buéc
1én, m6t thanh nién goc Latin tay gilt chat thé MetroCard, ditng lai mét chit
phia bén ngoai. Anh ta dang nhin cham cham tram dién. Chau may. Ngwoi 1ai
xe dé y thay dau anh ta nghén 1én nhw thé dang danh hoi trong khong khi.

Mui a-xit. C6 céi gi d6 dang chdy. Thit mui nay goi cho anh ta nhé dén lan
mo-to trong may gidt cta vg anh ta bi chap dién va cac 16p cach dién bi chay.
Thit mui gdy buén non. Mot lan khoi dang bay ra tir ctra tram dién.

Vay day la ly do nhitng cong nhan cia Algonquin dang hién dién.

Sé 16n x0n day. Nguwoi lai xe tw hoi liéu c6 cat dién khong, dén giao thong
c6 bi ngirng hoat dong khong. Nhu thé sé mét mdi cho anh ta 1am. Chuyén
chay ngang qua thanh pho, binh thwdng mat hai mwoi phat, sé kéo dai thanh
hang tiéng dong ho. Cha, du tinh huéng nao xdy ra, anh ta cling nén nhuong
cho cho b6 phan citu hoa. Anh ta vay ngudi thanh nién 1én xe. “Nay, anh, t6i
phai di. Nao. Lén..

Khi ngwoi thanh nién, van dang chau may triedc mui khét kia, quay budc
1én xe, nguoi lai xe nghe thay nhitng ti€p 16p bop phat ra tir bén trong tram
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dién. Nhitng tiéng no danh, gan giong tiéng sting ngan. R6i mdt quang sang
bang hang chuc mat trdi bung 1én che kin khodng via hé gitta chiéc xe buyt
va soi cap buoéng long thong qua ctta so.

Nguwoi hanh khach don gian 1a bién mat vao dam Itra sang trang.

Trwdc mit ngudi 1ai xe chi con nhitng dv anh mau xdm. Am thanh vira
nhv tiéng lach tach dir doi vira nhv tiéng sting ngan, khién tai anh ta u di.
Mac du c6 that day an toan, than trén anh ta van bi dap vao ctra s6 thanh xe.

Qua ddi tai u di, anh ta nghe thdy vang vong nhitng tiéng hét cia hanh
khach.

Qua dbi mat mu dé, anh ta trong thay nhitng ngon I7a.

Khi bat dau roi vao trang thai bat tinh, ngwoi 1ai xe con ty hoi liéu cé phai
ban than anh ta da la m6i gay ra dam chay hay khong.
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Chuong 3

“T6i phai thong bao cho anh biét. Han da thoat khdi san bay. Nguwoi ta phat
hién ra han & trung tdam Mexico City cach day mot tiéng dong ho.”

“Khong.” Lincoln Rhyme n6i véGi tiéng thd dai, thodng nham mat lai.
“Khong...”

Amelia Sachs, ng6i bén canh chiéc xe lan Miii tén Dong bao mau keo tdo
do twoi caa Rhyme, viron nguwdi ra va noi vao cai hop dién thoai cé loa va
micro mau den, “Chuyén dién ra nhw thé nao?” Co6 kéo manh mai téc dai mau
doé, tim nhitng lon t6c thanh mot dudi ngwa chang cau ky.

“Cho tdi lac ching t6i nhan duge thong tin vé chuyén bay tir London,
chuyén bay d6 da ha canh.” Giong nguwdi phu nit phéat ra qua quyét tr chiéc
dién thoai. “Xem chirng han trén trong mot xe cong-ten-no, sau day lén qua
mot 16i giao hang. T6i sé cho anh xem doan video an ninh ma chiing t6i nhan
dugc t canh sat Mexico. Toi c6 duwong link. Gitt may mot phut nhé.” Gigng
ngwdi phu nit nho dan trong lic trao d6i véi mot cong sw, hwdng dan anh ta
veé doan video kia.

Luc bay gio vira qua buoi triva, Rhyme va Sachs dang & phong khach tang
trét duwgc bién thanh phong thi nghiém phap y trong ngdi nha ctia anh & man
tdy Cong vién Trung tam, von la mot kién tric Gothic thdi Victoria ma c6 1é -
nhe Rhyme thich nghi - ting la noi trd ngu cua nhitng con nguoi thoi
Victoria chang hap dan gi. Nhitng thiwong nhan khong khoan nhuwgng, nhitng
chinh tri gia 1am muu nhiéu ké, nhitng ké Itira ddo dang cap cao. Biét dau ca
mot vién canh sat tredng khong thé nao mua chudc, chi wa tang vao dau
nguoi ta. Rhyme tirng viét cuon sach kinh dién vé t0i pham & New York hoi

https://thuviensach.vn



xtra va da st dung cac nguon tw liéu nam trong tay dé c6 gang lan tim pha hé
ctia ng6i nha. Tuy nhién, anh khong phat hién dugc diéu gi.

Nguoi phu nit ho dang néi chuyén cung & trong mot kién tric hién dai
hon, Rhyme phdi thtta nhan nhw thé, cach dé ba nghin dam: van phong
Monterey ctia Co quan Diéu tra California. Pac vu CBI Kathryn Dance lam
viéc v6i Rhyme va Sachs tir vai nam trwdc, trong mot vu an lién quan dén
chinh ga dan 6ng ho dang siét chdt vong vay lic nay. Ho tin rang ga tén that
la Richard Logan. Dau sao, Rhyme hau nhw chi nghi t&i ga bang biét hiéu:
Tho Dong Hb.

Ga la m6t t6i pham chuyén nghiép, mot ké 1én ké hoach cho cac tdi ac vai
sw chinh x4c ga danh cho sé thich va mam dam mé ctia minh: 1ap rap nhitng
chiéc dong ho. Rhyme va ga sat thu titng dung do nhau vai lan. Rhyme da
ngan chan dwgc mot ké hoach cua ga nhung that bai trong viéc ngan chan
mot ké hoach khac. Lincoln Rhyme tu coi anh dang thua vé ty sé chung cudc
vi Tho Bong H6 van chwra bi bat.

Rhyme ngéd dau vé phia sau trén chiéc xe lan, hinh dung gwong mat cta
Logan. Anh da nhin thdy ga bang xuwong bang thit, rat gan. Than hinh ran
chac, mai toc to6i mau dé dai kha tré con, anh mat vui vé diu dang khi bi canh
sat tham van, khong boc 16 chiat manh moi nao vé ké hoach giét nguwdi hang
loat ma ga dang xdy dung. Sy binh thdn & ga duong nhv la bam sinh, va
Rhyme thay n6 c6 1 la pham chat dang khé chiu nhat ¢ con ngwoi ga. Cam
xudc gay ra 16i 1am va su bat can, nhung chwa ai bugc duwgce Richard Logan toi
dé xuc dong bao gio.

Nguoi ta c6 thé thué ga danh cap céi gi dé, budn lau vii khi, hay cho bat c
am muu nao doi hai viéc 1lap ké hoach cong phu va viéc thie thi tan nhan,
nhung théng thuwong ngudi ta thué ga giét ngudi - nhitng nhan chitng, nhitng
nguoi to gidc, nhitng nhan vat trén chinh treong hay trong doanh nghiép. Cac
tin tic tinh bdo gan day cho thay ga da nhan mot vu giét ngwoi & dau day bén
Mexico. Rhyme da goi cho Dance, co6 c6 nhiéu dau moi lién lac & phia nam
bien gigi nwdc MY, va vai nam treée ban than co ting suyt nita bi tay chan
cta Thg Bong HoO sat hai. V@i sy dinh liu dy, Dance dang dai dién cho My
trong chién dich truy bat va dan d6 ga, phoi hgp cung mot diéu tra vién cap
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cao ctia Canh sat Lién bang Mexico, mét si quan tré tudi, lam viéc nhiét tinh
tén 1a Arturo Diaz.

Sang sém hom 4y, ho biét dugc rang Tho Pong Ho sé ha canh xudng
Mexico City. Dance da goi cho Diaz, anh ta da n6 lwc ci thém canh sat t6i
khu viye san bay dé chan Logan. Nhung, nhw thong bao méi nhét cia Dance,
ho da khong kip.

“Anh san sang xem video chwa?” Dance hoi.

“Bat dau di.” Rhyme nhac mot trong may ngon tay con dong day dwoc -
ngon tré cua ban tay phdi - va di chuyén chiéc xe lan dién dén gan man hinh
hon. Anh bi liét t&¢ chi mc C4, tir hai vai tré xudng hau nhu liét hoan toan.

Trén mot trong may man hinh phang trong phong thi nghiém xuat hién
hinh dnh kha nhiéu vé quang canh ban dém ctia mdt san bay. Rac ruwdi va cac
hop bia ciing bo di, vé lon, thung phi... nam rdi rac hai bén day hang rao
quay can canh. Mot chiéc may bay van tédi tw nhan lan banh lot vao 6ng kinh,
ngay khi n6 dirng lai, ctta khoang phia cu6i mé va mot nguwoi dan 6ng nhay
ra.

“Pé la han,” Dance n6i khé khang.

“Toi khong nhin rd.” Rhyme dap.

“Dé dit khoat 1a Logan.” Dance qua quyét. “Ho lay dugc mot phan dau
van tay, chd chit xiu anh sé thay.”

Ga dan 0ng vuon vai, ro6i dinh hwdng. Ga quang chiéc tii qua ngudi, lom
khom chay vé phia trudc, ndp sau mot nha kho. Sau ddy may phut, mot cong
nhan di téi, mang theo cai hop cd bang hai hdp dung giay. Logan chao anh ta,
lay céi hop va dwa cho anh ta mot phong bi c& dé dung thuw. Nguwdi cong nhan
nhin xung quanh, r6i hap tap quay buwdc. Mot chiéc xe bdo duwong dirng lai.
Logan leo 1én thung xe, nap bén duwéi nhitng tdm gidy dau. Chiéc xe bién mat
khoi 6ng kinh may quay.

“Chiéc may bay thi sao?” Rhyme héi.

“Tiép tuc bay xuong Nam My theo mot diéu 1é doanh nghiép. Phi cong
chinh va phi céng phu khang dinh ho khong biét bat c diéu gi vé ké lau vé.
Tat nhién, ho néi déi. Nhung ching ta khong cé quyén tham van ho.”

“Thé tay cong nhan?” Sachs hoi.
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“Canh sat Lién bang da triéu tap anh ta. Anh ta chi la lao dong nhan mtrc
lwong t6i thiéu cta san bay. Anh ta khai mot ngwdi khong quen biét bao rang
anh ta sé duwgc trd hai tram do la dé chuyén cai hop. So tién dugc dung trong
phong bi. Trén phong bi, ho tim thdy dau van tay.”

“Trong hop dung gi?” Rhyme hoi.

“Anh ta n6i minh khong biét, tuy nhién anh ta cling néi doi, t6i xem video
thdm van ma. Ngudi cia Co quan Phong chong Ma tiy ctia ta dang tham van
anh ta. T6i muon ty minh c6 do anh ta khai ra mot chit, nhung viéc xin phép
mat qua nhiéu thoi gian.”

Rhyme va Sachs nhin nhau. Dance dung tir “d6” la hoi khiém tén. Co la
chuyén gia vé ngon ngit hinh thé va la mot trong nhitng chuyén gia tham van
hang dau ca nwéc. Nhuwng moi quan hé com chang lanh canh chang ngot gitta
hai quoc gia cé cha quyén khién mot canh sat California sé phai lam vo khoi
gidy t0 thu tuc trwde khi vao duge Mexico dé thwe hién cudc tham van chinh
thitc, mac du Co quan Phong chong Ma tiy My da c6 dai dién hgp phap & do.

Rhyme héi, “Logan bi phat hién tai dia diém nao & tha d6 Mexico?”

“MG6t khu kinh doanh thwong mai. Ho lan theo han dén mot khach san, tuy
nhién han khong ¢ do6. Do la dia diém gap g& théi, nguwdi cia Diaz nghi nhw
vay. Tdi lic ho bo tri ngoai tuyén xong thi han da bién mat. Nhung tat ca cac
co quan thyc thi phap luat va cac khach san bay gio déu da cé anh han.”
Dance noéi thém rang sép ctia Diaz, mot quan chitc canh st rat cao cap, sé
tiép tuc tham van. “Diéu dang khich 1€ 1a ho nghiém tic vdi vu nay.”

Phdi, dang khich 16, Rhyme nghi. Nhung anh cling cam thay that vong.
Sap stta tim ra con moi, dong thdi anh hau nhw khong kiém soat duwgc toan bo
vu an... Anh thdy minh dang thé gap hon. Anh xem xét lai tran chién cu6i
cung gitta anh va Thg Pong Ho. Logan da tu duy sac sdo hon tit cd moi
nguoi. Va dé dang giét chét doi twong ga duwgc thué giét. Rhyme da nam
trong tay tat ca cac thong tin dé phan doan hwéng hanh déng cia Logan. Vay
ma anh da doc sai hoan toan chién lwgc cua ga.

“A nay.” Anh nghe thdy Sachs hoéi Kathryn Dance. “Dip cudi tuan lang
man dé thé nao?” DPiéu nay dwong nhv lién quan dén chuyén tinh yéu cia
Dance. Ba me hai con méat chong cach day da vai nam.
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“Chung toi da c6 khoang thoi gian tuyét voi.” Nt ddc vu tra 1oi.

“Anh chi di dau?”

Rhyme khong thé hiéu noi tai sao Sachs lai quay sang hoi vé doi song tinh
cam cua Dance. C6 phét 10 céi liéc mat sot rudt anh danh cho c6.

“Santa Barbara. C6 ghé lau dai Hearst... Nay, t6i van chd hai ngwoi xuoéng
day day. Bon tré thyc sy muon gap hai nguwdi. Wes viét mot bai vé kham
nghiém phap y cho nha trwong va cé nhac tdi anh Lincoln. Thay gido n6 tirng
song & New York, tirng doc moi thong tin vé anh.”

“Vang, thé thi hay qua!,” Rhyme dép, trong dau chi nghi t&i Mexico City.

Sachs mim cudi tredc giong noi sot rudt ctia anh va bao Dance bay gio ho
co viéc.

Sau khi ngat két noi, c6 lau mo6 hoi trén tran Rhyme - anh khong nhan ra
rang minh da dé6 mo hoi - va ho ngo6i im lang mat lat, nhin qua cira s6 bong
dang mO@ ma& cua con chim wng dang chao liéng. N6 ngodt vao cai to & gac
hai nha Rhyme. Mac du khéng phai 1a khong pho bién tai cac do thi 16n - noi
c6 é hé bon b6 cau béo mup, ngon lanh lam thitc an - loai chim san méi nay
thuwong xay to6 & nhitng vi tri cao hon. Tuy nhién, vi ly do nao day, may thé hé
gia dinh con chim nay da coi ngoi nha cua Rhyme la nha minh. Anh thich sy
hién dién cua ching. Ching thong minh, bat mat, va la nhitng vi khach hoan
hédo, khong doi hoi ¢ anh bat ¢ thit gi.

Mot giong dan O6ng cat ngang sy im lang, “Cha, anh da téom c6 dwgc han
chua?”

“Ai?” Rhyme gat. “Va cai dong tr tbm c6 nghe mdi tai tinh lam sao.”

Thom Reston, phu td cham so6c sttc khoe cho Rhyme, néi, “Thg Bong Ho

ay.”
“Chwa.” Rhyme lau bau.
“Nhung anh dang theo sat han ro6i, phai khong?” Thom hoi. Anh ta trong
chin chu trong chiéc quan mau den, so mi kiéu van phong hé citng mau vang
va ca vat hoa.

“0, sat.” Rhyme lam bam. “Sat. Biéu ay rat hitu ich. Lan t&i cau bi mot
con su ti¥ nui tan cong, Thom a, cdu cdm gidc ra sao néu vién dan cua kiém
lam bay sat con vat? So vai, 0, ti du nhu, thyec sy trung no?”
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“Chang phdi su t nti cé nguy co tuyét chung a?” Thom hoi, tham chi
khong thém mat cong t6 vé mia mai. Anh ta da mién dich véi théi byc boi
cta Rhyme. Anh ta da lam viéc cho nha tham t& nhiéu nam, lau hon thoi gian
khoi cdap vo chong chung séng. Va anh chang phu td nay day dan kinh
nghiém do6i phé y nhv mét ngwdi ban doi ciéng ran nhat.

“Ha ha. Rat khoi hai day. Cé nguy co tuyét ching.”

Sachs buéc vong ra phia sau xe lan cia Rhyme, nam ldy hai vai anh va bat
dau mot bai xoa bop ngau hitng. Sachs cao va cé than hinh dep hon hau hét
cac tham tr S6 Canh sat New York trac tu6i c6. Tuy chitng viém khép hay
hanh ha dau go6i va cac khép xwong chan c6, canh tay va ban tay ¢6 van manh
khoe, gan nhuw khong bao gio dau dén gi.

Ho mac trang phuc lam viéc: Rhyme mdc quan thé thao mau den, so mi
soi mau xanh 14 cay sam. Sachs da cdi 4o vét mau xanh nwdc bién, nhing van
madc chiéc quan dong bd va 4o vai bong mau trang, mot khuy c6 mé, dé 16
chuoi ngoc trai. Khau Glock deo cao bén hong trong bao polymer cho phép
rat ra nhanh chéng, va hai 6 dan nam canh nhau trong hai bao riéng, cung véi
khau sing dién gay choang Taser.

Rhyme cam nhan dvgc mach dap noi nhitng ngon tay c6. Anh co xuc giac
hoan hao & phia trén vi tri ma vai nam treéc cot song cua anh gay mot phat
chi tir - dot song co6 thit tw. Mac du ting can nhac viéc phau thuat mao hiém
dé cai thién tinh trang, anh rot cudc da lwa chon mot phwong phap phuc hoi
chitc nang khac. Bang hang loat cac bai tap thé duc va trj liéu kiét sitc, anh da
phuc héi dugc chit it hoat dong cho ngoén tay, ban tay. Anh cling c6 thé s
dung ngén deo nhan tay trai ma nho ly do nao day khong hé bi anh hwéng sau
khi thanh xa nha ga tau dién ngam roi xuéng lam gay c6 anh.

Rhyme thich thii cdm nhan nhitng ngén tay an sau vao da thit y nhu ty 1€
nho nhoi xtc gidc con sét lai trén than thé anh dugce gia tang. Anh liéc xudng
do6i chan v6 dung, r6i nham mat.

Thom lic bay gid mdéi nhin k¥ anh. “Anh 6n ch, Lincoln?”

“On u? Ngoai viéc tén toi pham t6i lung suc suot bao nam qua da tudt khéi
ct chop cua ching t6i va hién dang an nau dau do trong cai thanh pho dong
dan thi¢ hai ban cau nay, thi téi c& goi la twoi roi réi.”
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“To6i khong néi vé viéc ay. Anh trong khong khée lam.”

“Cau dung day. Thuc té la toi can dén thuoc.”

“Thudc a?”

“Whisky. C6 whisky t6i sé cam thay kha hon.”

“Khong, anh dung twong.”

“Cha, tai sao chiung ta khong th thi nghiém nhi. Khoa hoc. Thuyét
Descarte. S6 hitu ti. Ai c6 thé tranh luan lai nhitng thit d6? T6i biét minh
dang cam thay thé nao. Vay t6i sé uong chit whisky va bao cdo tinh hinh cho
cau.”

“Khong. Bay gio con qua sém.” Thom noi dut khoat.

“Chiéu roi.”

“Van sém may phut.”

“Me kiép.” Rhyme no6i giong cdc can, nhw thuwong 1€, nhung thuc ra bai
xoa bop cua Sachs dang khién anh quén bang di xung quanh. Vai sgi téc doé
tudt khoi cai dudi ngwa co vao ma anh buén buén. Anh khong ngoanh dau di
ch6 khac. Vi xem ra anh da thua trong tran chién single-malt, anh phét 1o
Thom, nhung anh chang phu ta nhanh chéng kéo suw chd y caa anh quay tré
lai. “Lac anh néi chuyén dién thoai, Lon goi day!”

“Thé a? Tai sao cau chang bao t6i?”

“Anh da bao dirng quay ray anh lic anh dang noi chuyén vdi Kathryn
ma.”

“Nao, bay gio thi noi toi xem nao!”

“Anh ay sé goi lai. Lién quan dén m&t vu an nao day. Mot rac roi.”

“That u?” Vu Tho Béng Ho6 phan nao bi lu m¢ trwde tin titc nay. Rhyme
hiéu rang con mot nguyén nhan khac nita dan dén tam trang khong vui vé cua
anh: sy té nhat. Anh vira hoan thanh cong viéc phan tich chitng c@ cho mot
vu pham t6i c6 t6 chitc phitc tap va dang doi mat véi vai tuan gan nhu chang
c6 gi dé lam. Vi thé, anh phan chan nghi t&i cong viéc mdi. Gidng nhu Sachs
say mé toc do, Rhyme can nhitng van dé, nhitng thach thitc, nhitng dit liéu.
Mot trong nhitng kho khan rat it dwgc chd y déi véi nguwdi khuyét tat nang la
sw thiéu vang nhitng diéu md&i mé. Khung canh, con nguwdi va cac hoat
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dong... khong thay do6i, ca sy vo vi, nhitng 16i dong vién sao rong lan nhirng
dong bénh an ttr cac bac si cam xtc da tro 1i cling chang hé thay doi.

Thit da citu song anh sau khi bi tai nan - néi chinh xac la sau khi anh da
can nhac viéc ty tv c6 ho trg - 1a nhitng budc chap chitng trd lai véi niém
dam mé truwdc day: st dung khoa hoc dé giai quyét cac vu an.

Nguoi ta khong bao gio cé thé buon chan khi duwong dau vdi nhitng bi an.

Thom van chwa théi ban khoan, “Anh ¢ chéc chan rang minh mudn theo
dudbi vu an nay khong? Anh trong hoi xanh.”

“Cau biét day, gan day t6i khong ra bai bién.”

“Puwgc roi. Toi chi hoi xem sao thoi. O, va Arlen Kopeski sé dén. Anh
muon gap anh ta lic nao?”

Cai tén nghe quen quen, nhung n6 dé lai mot dw vi khé chiu mo ho trong
miéng Rhyme. “Ai nhi?”

“Anh ta di v6i nhém hoat dong vi quyén ctia nguoi khuyét tat ay. Lién
quan tGi phan thuwdng anh sé dugc trao tang.”

“Hom nay a?” Rhyme 10 m@ nhd lai vai cudc dién thoai. Néu khong lién
quan t¢i mot vu an, anh hiém khi chu y téi tiéng dong xung quanh minh.

“Anh da bao hom nay. Anh da bao gap anh ta ma.”

“Q, toi thye sy can mot phan thudng. Toi sé lam gi v6i nd? Mot cai chin
gidy a? Cau c6 biét nguwdi nao tirng dung dén chan gidy khong? Cau cé tirng
dung khong?”

“Lincoln, né dugc trao tdang cho anh dé truyén cam hitng cho nhitng nguoi
khuyét tat tré.”

“Khi t6i con tré, toi nao cé dwgc ai truyén cam hitng cho. Va toi hoa ra
van ngon lanh.” DPiéu nay khong hoan toan ding sy thuc - cai viéc dugc
truyén cdm hing ay - nhung Rhyme von van tré nén nhé mon méi khi c6
nguy co bi lam mat tap trung, dac biét néu doi twgng lam mat tap trung lai
lién quan dén nhitng vi khach.

“Ntta tiéng.”

“T6i khong c6 ntra tiéng do.”

“Qua muon roi. Anh ta da vao thanh phé.”

Poi khi khong thé thang n6i anh chang phu ta.
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“Chung ta sé xem xét.”

“Kopeski sé khong dén day va cho doi kiéu triéu than cho dgi dién kién
nha vua dau!”

Rhyme thich hinh dnh an du do.

Nhung ro6i tat ca moi y nghi vé phan thwdéng, vé triéu dinh bién mat khi
chudng dién thoai ciia Rhyme reo vang va s6 may cuta trung Uy tham ti& Lon
Sellitto hién lén.

Rhyme st dung mot ngon tay hoat dong duwgc ben ban tay phai tra 10i dién
thoai. “Lon a.”

“Linc, nghe nay, sy viéc nhu thé nay.” Anh ta voi va néi va, v6i nhithg am
thanh xung quanh truyén qua loa dién thoai, xem chirng anh ta dang phéng xe
rat nhanh. “Chung t6i c6 1é gap phai mot tinh huéng khing bé.”

“Tinh huong? Nghe khong cu thé 1am.”

“Puogc roi, thé nay nhé. C6 ké nao dé da dot nhap vao cong ty dién lyc,
phong mot tia Itta nam nghin do vao mé6t xe buyt thanh pho va lam sap luwéi
dién sau khoi phd phia nam Trung tdm Lincoln. Vé&i anh, nhw vay da cu thé
r6i chiy?”
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Chuong 4

Bau doan kéo nhau dén tir trung tam thanh pha.

Dai dién ctia B6 An ninh Noi dia la m6t nhan vién cap cao nhung van con
tré, mot nét ddc trung ¢ co quan nay. Anh ta c6 Ié dugce sinh ra va 16n len
gitta nhitng cau lac bo mién qué Connecticut hay Long Island, tuy nhién, doi
véi Rhyme, day chi la mot nhan xét mang tinh nhan khau hoc, chit khong
nhat thiét 1a khuyét diém. Anh ta c6 cap mat sang, sac sdo, khién ngudi ta
khong nghi rang anh ta c6 khi cling chang biét rd minh thudc th bac nao
trong hé thong thiye thi phap luat, dau sao thi diéu dy ciing ding doi v4i hau
hét moi ngwdi lam viéc cho BO An ninh Noi dia. Tén anh ta la Gary Noble.

Tat nhién, Co quan Diéu tra Lién bang cling c6 mat, dwdi hién than la mot
dac vu ma Rhyme va Sellitto thwong xuyéen cong tac: Fred Dellray. Nguoi
sang 1ap FBI J. Edgar Hoover sé khiép dam trwdc dac vu My goc Phi nay, chi
mot phan vi goc gac cda anh ta rdo rang khong phai & New England, con can
ban nguyén nhan cua noi that kinh la bdi dac vu nay thiéu “phong cach pho
s0 Chin,” mot cach goi tru s& FBI ¢ thu do Washington. Dellray chi mac so
mi trang va deo ca vat néu nhiém vu bi mat doi héi, va doi xit vGi kiéu trang
phuc ay giong nhw bat ky kiéu trang phuc nao khac trong ti quan ao dién vién
ctia minh. HOm nay, anh ta mac ding chat Dellray: B6 com 1€ soc vudng mau
xanh 1a cdy sam, so mi mau hong ctia mot giam doc diéu hanh phé Wall vui
tinh va ca vat mau cam ma néu c6 la trude day, Rhyme ciing khong co cang
chay kip.

Dellray di ciing sép md&i dwge bo nhiém ctia anh ta, Phé Triwdng van phong
FBI tai New York, Tucker McDaniel, nguwoi da bat dau sw nghiép &
Washington, r6i dwgc phan coéng sang Trung Péng va Nam A. Vién Phé
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Trwong van phong nay cé voc dang ran chac, téc toéi mau va nudc da ngam
ngam den, tuy nhién mat c6 mau xanh lo nhat, &nh mat chiéu cham cham vao
ngwoi ta y nhu thé ho dang n6i doi khi néi cau “xin chao.”

Do la cach biéu 16 hitu ich déi véi mot nhan vién thue thi phap luat va la
cach biéu 16 ban than Rhyme wa dung trong hoan canh thich hop.

Su hién dién cua lanh dao S& Canh sat New York la Lon Sellitto map map,
mac bé com lé mau xam va, khac véi binh thwong, chiéc so mi mau xanh lo
nhat. Chiéc ca vat - v6i cac vét sam mau do thiét ké chit chang phdi do day
ban - la mén duy nhat khong nhau nhi trong s6 cac moén trang phuc khoac
trén ngwoi anh ta. Chac la qua sinh nhat ban géi song chung, Rachel, hoac
con trai anh ta tdng. Vién tham t& phu trach t6 Trong an dwgc ho trg bai
Sachs va Ron Pulaski, chang si quan t6c vang lic nao cling tré trung von
thudc bé phan Tuan tra. Chinh thitc thi cau ta lam viéc véi Sellitto, nhung
chu yéu la lam viéc khong chinh thitc véi Rhyme va Sachs & mang kham
nghiém hién trweong. Pulaski mdc bo dong phuc tiéu chuan ctia S& Canh sat
New York mau tim than, 4o phong 10 ra & ché chit V cta c6 o ngoai.

Ca hai mat vu lién bang, McDaniel va Noble, tat nhién déu da nghe néi t6i
Rhyme, nhung chwa bao gio gap anh. Ho thé hién cac mitc d6 khac nhau ctua
st ngac nhién, thong cam, va thiéu thodi mai khi trong thay chuyén gia tw van
phap y bi liét, ngudi dang khéo 1éo di chuyén khap phong thi nghiém trén
chiéc xe lan. Tuy nhién, cam giac la lam va thiéu thoai mai nhanh chéng bién
mat, nhu trong tat ca cac truong hgp, triv déi vdi nhitng vi khach “dang mén”
nhat va ho nhanh chéng choang nggp truéc mot diéu con ky la hon: Can
phong dwoc trang tri bang nhitng dudng go va van op chan twong day ap cac
thiét bi ma don vi kham nghiém hién trwedng cia mot thanh pho ¢ trung c6 18
cling con phai ghen ty.

Sau man gigi thiéu, Noble chiém linh vi tri trung tam, BO An ninh NGi dia
thi toa bong 16n hon ma.

“Anh Rhyme...”

“Lincoln th6i.” Anh dinh chinh lai. Rhyme hay tré nén ttc t6i moi khi ai
d6 chan chtr chwa goi anh bang tén, va anh coi viéc goi anh bang ho 1a mot
cach té nhi vo vao dau anh bdo, “Toi nghiép. Pang thwong thay khi anh bi
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giam ham trén xe lan tr gio dén chét. BGi vay, ching t6i sé cw x dac biét
lich sy v&i anh hon binh thuong.”

Sachs nam bat dwgc ap lyc dang sau 10i dinh chinh cia Rhyme, c6 diu
dang ddo mat. Rhyme c6 gang khong mim cuwoi.

“Thé thi, vang, Lincoln.” Noble hang giong. “B6i canh la nhw thé nay.
Anh biét gi vé luéi dién?”

“Khong nhiéu.” Rhyme thira nhan. O trwdng dai hoc, anh titng dwoc day
vé khoa hoc nhung chwa bao gio chd y 1am dén dién, ngoai sy xuat hién cta
lve dién ti trong vat 1y 1a mot trong bon lwc co ban cua tw nhién cling véi luc
hdp dan, Iyc hat nhan yéu va Iyc hat nhan manh. Nhung dé 1a kién thic hoc
thudt. Vé thye tién, moi quan tdm chinh dén dién cuia Rhyme chi la lam sao
ngoi nha cua anh c6 da dién dé chay cac thiét bi trong phong thi nghiém nay.
Ching cuc ky ngon dién va anh da phai hai lan dat lai dwong day dé gia tang
tai.

Rhyme ciing rat y thitc rang anh con song va van dong duwgc hoan toan la
nhd dién: Ong dan 6xi vao phéi anh ngay sau khi xay ra tai nan, pin trong
chiéc xe lan bay gio, dong dién dwgc diéu khién théng qua tdm cdm @ng va
bd x 1y kich hoat bang giong noi, bo x ly moi trwedng. Tat nhién, cd may
tinh nira.

Khong cé dién, anh sé song hét sitc khé khan. Cé 1é la chang thé nao song
noi.

Noble tiép tuc, “Boi canh ban dau la doi twong chwa xac dinh cta ching ta
da dot nhap vao mot tram bién ap ctia cong ty dién lwc va chay mot day dan
ra bén ngoai toa nha.”

“DPai twgng chrra xac dinh 1a mot nguwdi a?” Rhyme hoi.

“Chung t6i chwa biét.”

“Chay day dan ra bén ngoai. Pugc r6i.”

“Sau ddy xam nhap vao may tinh kiém soat lw6i dién. Han thao tac dé né
dwa dién ap cao hon mitc c6 thé kiém soat duwgc di qua tram.” Noble man mé
khuy cai mang sét hinh con vat gi do.

“Va dong dién tang vot.” Pac vu FBI McDaniel xen ngang. “Vé co ban,
né sé co truyén xudng dat. Nguwoi ta goi la ho quang dién. Mot vu n6. Giong
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nhw mot tia sét

Mot tia Itra nam nghin do..

Vién Phé Trudng van phong noéi thém, “N6 manh dén noi tao ra plasma.
Do la dang vat chat...”

“... chang phai khi, 16ng hay ran.” Rhyme s6t rudt tiép 19i.

“Chinh xac. Mot tia h6 quang nho nho thdi da cé sitc né6 gan bang nira
kilogam TNT, trong khi tia nay lai khong hé nho.”

“Va muc tiéu cta han la chiéc xe buyt?” Rhyme hoi.

“Co vé vay.”

Sellitto néi, “Nhung xe buyt c6 banh cao su ma. Xe c la ché tra an toan
nhat trong giong t6. T6i da xem Chwong trinh ti vi nao d6 pho bién kién thitc
nay.”

“Pung.” McDaniel néi. “Nhung doi twgng da tinh toan hét. D6 la loai xe
buyt cé thé ha san. Hodc han coi nhw bac 1én xudng xe sé cham via hé hodc
han hy vong ngwoi nao d6 sé mot chan dwdi mat dat, mot chan da budc 1én
xe. Nhu thé da dé tia Itra dién danh tring xe.”

Noble lai xoay xoay con thd bé xiu bang bac & mang sét do. “Nhung viéc
tinh todn thoi gian khong chinh x4c. Pay la muc dich cta han hodc vi gi do.
Tia Itta dién danh tring c6t bién bao bén canh xe. Lam mot hanh khach tw
vong, mot sO nguwdi & gan bi diéc, mot s6 nguwdi bi manh thay tinh gam vao,
va xay ra mot vu chdy. Néu n6 danh tryc ti€p vao xe buyt, thwong vong sé
nghiém trong hon rat nhiéu. T6i cho rang nita s6 hanh khach sé thiét mang.
Hoadc bi bong do ba.”

“Lon bao la c6 cat dién.” Rhyme noi

McDaniel lai tham gia vao cudc trao déi. “Po6i twgng stt dung mady tinh
déng bon tram dién khac trong khu vic, nén toan bo lwgng dién do hét vao
tram trén ph6 Nam muoi bdy. Ngay sau khi xdy ra viéc phong tia ho quang,
tram do6 gian tuyén, nhung Algonquin ciing da khoi phuc dwgce cac tram kia.
Ngay bay gio, sau khoi pho hat Clinton déu dang mat dién. Anh chwa nghe
thong bao trén Chuwong trinh tin t@c a?”

“To6i khong xem tin titfc may” - Rhyme tra 10i.
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Sachs hoi McDaniel, “Nguwoi tai x€ hay bat ky nguwdi nao khac cé trong
thdy gi khong?”

“Khong c6 gi hitu ich cd. C6 may céng nhan ¢ d6. CEO cia Algonquin
1énh cho ho phéi vao bén trong thit chay lai dwong day hay dai loai vay. On
Chua 1a ho chwa vao truée khi xdy ra phong tia hé quang.”

“Khong c6 ai ¢ bén trong a?” Fred Dellray hdi. Anh ta c6 vé hoi lo ngo va
Rhyme nghi la McDaniel chwa kip thong tin day da cho thanh vién doi minh.

“Khong. Cac tram dién chu yéu chi c6 may moc thoi, khong c6 ngwdi bén
trong, trit nhitng ldc sita chiva hay bao dudng thuong 1€.”

“Mady tinh da bi hack nhw thé nao?” Lon Sellitto héi, xoay tr@ cot két trén
chiéc ghé dwa bang go liéu gai.

Gary Noble n6i, “Chung t6i chwa chac chan dwgc. Ching téi dang thir cac
kich ban. Chuyén gia an ninh mang cua chung t6i dang tht kich ban khung
bd, va ho khong thé xam nhap vao hé thong may tinh. Nhung cac anh biét
ddy, dam t6i pham lu6n di trwdc ching ta mot budc, xét vé mat cong nghé.”

Ron Pulaski hoi, “Co ai nhan trach nhiém khong?”

“Chua c6 ai.” Noble tra 10i.

Rhyme héi, “Vay tai sao lai nghi dén khing bd? Toi thi dang nghi do la
mot cach hitu hiéu dé ngat chuong canh bao va hé thong an ninh. C6 bao céo
vé an mang hay dot nhap gi khong?”

“Cho tdi gio phut nay thi khong.” Sellitto dap.

“Mot s6 ly do khién ching t6i nghi dén khing bd 1a...” McDaniel néi.
“Th nhat, phan mém ctia chiing t6i goi y diéu nay. Va ngay sau khi vu viéc
xdy ra thli nguoi cua chung toi da x ly nhitng tin hiéu nhan dwogc tw
Maryland.” Anh ta ngirng 10i, nhw thé mudn can dan dirng ai & day noi lai ra
ngoai diéu minh sap stta néi. Rhyme suy luan rang chang dac vu FBI dang
am chi thé gidi tinh bao bi hiém - nhitng co quan chuyén rinh mo cta chinh
pht, vé nguyén tac cé thé khéng c6 quyén han gi ¢ dat nwdc nay, nhung co
thé thong qua cac ké hd dé nam thong tin vé cac hoat dong phi phap cé kha
nang dién ra trong pham vi lanh tho. Co quan An ninh Quéc gia - nhitng ké
nghe 1én diéu luyén nhat thé gidi - tinh co lai dat tru sé tai Maryland. “Mot hé
thong SIGINT méi da dwa ra nhitng dit liéu dang quan tam.”
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SIGINT (Signal Intelligence) Tinh bao tin hiéu. Giam sat dién thoai di
dong, dién thoai vé tinh, email... C6 vé la phwong phap tiép can dung dan khi
phai dwong dau véi loai doi twong st dung dén dién dé mé& mot cudc tan
cong.

“Pa thu dugce nhitng tin hiéu lién quan t6i cai ma ching t6i nghi la mot
nhom khiing b6 méi hoat dong trong khu vyc. Chuwa tirng bi liét vao danh
sach cac nhém khung bo.”

“Nhom nao vay?” Sellitto hoi.

“Cai tén bat dau véi tir “Cong ly” va cé tw “cho” trong d6.” McDaniel
trinh bay.

Cong ly cho...

Sachs hoi, “Khong c6 gi nita a?”

“Khong. Cé thé la ‘Cong ly cho Pttc Chua trdi’, ‘Cong ly cho nhitng ké bi
dan ap’. Co thé la bat ci cai gi. Ching t6i khong c6 manh moi nao ca.”

“Tuy nhién, nhitng tir d6 1a tiéng Anh a?” Rhyme héi. “Khong phadi tiéng
A Rap. Hay Somali, hay Indonesia?”

“Vang.” McDaniel néi. “Nhung toi dang chay cac Chuong trinh giam sat
da ngon ngit, da phwong ngi* doi v&i moi tin hiéu lién lac chiing t6i c6 thé thu
duogc.”

“MGt cach hgp phap.” Noble voi va b6 sung thém. “Nhitng tin hiéu lién
lac chiing t6i c6 thé thu dwgc mot cach hgp phéap.”

“Nhung hau hét cac hoat dong thong tin lién lac ciia nhém nay déu dién ra
¢ mién ddam may.” McDaniel n6i. Anh ta khong giai thich y ay.

“Um, cai ddy 1a gi a, thua sép?” Ron Pulaski héi. Rhyme ciing dang sip
stra hoi cau twong ty, tuy nhién sé v4i cung cach kém kinh trong hon nhiéu.

“Mién dam may ay a?” Vién Pho Truwéng van phong tra 10i. Khai niém nay
xuat phat tir cach ti€ép can may tinh méi nhat, khi nhitng dir liéu va Chuong
trinh cda anh dwgc lwu trit trén cac may chu & cho khac, khong phai trén may
tinh caa anh. T6i da viét mot bai phan tich vé khai niém nay. To6i st dung no
dé dé cap t6i nhitng giao thitrc thong tin lién lac mdi. Nhitng ngudi choi am
muoi hiém khi sit dung dién thoai di dong va email mot cach binh thwong.
Nhitng doi twgng tinh nghi dang khai thac cac kj thuat méi, vi du nhu blog,
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Twitter, Facebook, dé gt tin nhan. Ngoai ra, chiing con nhtiing ma khi upload
va download cac san pham am nhac, video. Ca nhan t6i nghi chiing dong thoi
két hgp mot s6 hé thong mdi, cac loai dién thoai cai dat thém tinh nang khac
nhau, radio vdi tan s6 thay d6i.”

Mién ddm mady.. Nhitng ngudi choi dm mudi...

“Tai sao anh nghi nhém “Cong ly cho” ditng dang sau vu tan cong?”
Sachs hai.

“Chung ta khong nhat thiét phai nghi nhw vay.” Noble néi.

McDaniel tiép 161, “Chi 1a, c6 mot s6 dir liu SIGINT cho thidy cé cac
khoan chi tra dién ra trong vai ngay qua va nhitng dong thai nhan sy cung cau
‘Sé c6 chuyén 16n’. Nén sau vu tdn céng ngay hom nay, ching to6i nghi, cé
thé.”

“Va sap stra téi Ngay Trai dat nita.” Noble néu lén.

Rhyme khong chac Ngay Trai dat la ngay gi, cling chang git* quan diém vé
né du cach nay hay cach khac, ngoai viéc nhan ra véi doi chit buc boi rang
noé giong nhw moi ngay 1é, moi sy kién: cac dam dong, nhitng nguwdi biéu tinh
lam tac nghén dwong pho, S&@ Canh sat phai huy dong toan bd luc lwgng, ma
néu khong, anh sé cé thé st dung ho dé giai quyét cac vu an.

Noble néi, “C6 thé hon ca la trung hgp ngau nhién. Tan cong lwgi dién
ngay tredc Ngay Trai dat? Tong thong sé phdi quan tam.”

“Tong thong a?” Sellitto hoi.

“Phai. Ong 4y sé tham dw mot hoi nghi thwong dinh vé ning lwong tai tao
t0 chitc bén ngoai thu do.”

Sellitto giong tram ngam, “At hin 1a nhw vay. Khing b6 sinh théi.”

Nguoi ta khong hay bat gap van dé nay & thanh phd New York, khai thac
g6 va mo 16 thién khong phai nhitng nganh cong nghiép 16n tai day.

“‘Cong ly cho Méi trueong’, cé thé thé.” Sachs néu y kién.

“Nhung...” McDaniel néi. “Con goi § khac nita. Mot dit liéu SIGINT chi
ra rang “Cong ly cho” c6 méi twong quan vGi cai tén Rahman. Khéng kem
ho. Ching t6i c6 tdm cai tén Rahman da mat tich khéi danh sach theo doi cac
nhom khung b6 Héi gido. Chiing t6i dang nghi c6 thé 1a mdt trong s6 tdm cai
tén nay, nhung ching t6i chwa biét 1a cai nao.”
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Noble da bé mac hai con gau hay hai ngwu gi d6 & mang sét ao va bay gio
dang nghich mot chiéc but dep. “Bé An ninh N6i dia ching t6i nghi Rahman
c6 thé la thanh vién ctia m6t nhém nam ving & day da hang nam nay, c6 thé
tir khodng thoi gian xdy ra vu 11/9. Xa roi 16i séng Ho6i gido. Gan bé véi cac
gido duwong on hoa, tranh st dung ngdn ngit A Rap.”

McDaniel b6 sung thém, “T6i da diéu mot trong nhitng nhém C va T cuta
toi tr Quantico lén.”

“C va T?” Rhyme kho chiu hoi.

“Cong nghé va Thong tin Lién lac. Bé theo ddi ngoai tuyén. Va céc
chuyén vién nghién cttu ho so td6i pham, phong treong hop can tham khao.
Hai luat su caa Bo Tv phap. Ngoai ra, sé tang cwong thém hai tram dac vu.”

Rhyme va Sellitto liéc nhin nhau. Qua la Iyc lvgng tac chién 16n t6i mic
dang ngac nhién doi v6i mot tinh hudng riéng 1é, khong thudéc mot cude diéu
tra dang dugc tién hanh nao. Va dugc diéu dong nhanh chéng dén ky la. Vu
tan cong m@i xdy ra chwa day hai tiéng dong ho.

McDaniel dé y thady phan tng cta ho. “Chuing t6i tin twdng rang cé mot
dang thitc khiing b6 méi. Bdi vay ching toi cling c6 phuong phap méi dé
chong lai. Giéng nhv nhitng may bay khéng nguoi 1ai & Trung Dong va
Afghanistan chang? Cac anh biét la phi cong diéu khién nhitng may bay nay
ngoi ngay canh ddy ctta hang mua sam & Colorado Springs hay Omaha th6i.”

Mién dam may...

“Luc nay, C va T da vao vi trl, nén chung toi sé s6m thu thap dugc them
tin hiéu. Nhung ching t6i can cad cac phwong phéap truyén thong.” Mot cai
ddo mat xung quanh phong thi nghiém. Rhyme cho rang anh ta mu6n am chi
cong tac phap y. Roi vién Phé Trwédng van phong huwéng anh mat sang
Dellray. “Va cong tac diéu tra dwong phé nita. Tuy Fred ndi vdi t6i rang anh
ay chwa gap may lam.”

Vi tw cach mot mat vy, Dellray thé hién dugc tai nang vuot troi nho gidi
stt dung céc tay trong bi mat cung cap thong tin. Ké tir vu 11/9, anh ta da ve
van dugc mot nhém 16n céc tay trong thudc cong dong Hoi gido, tw hoc tiéng
A Rap, Ba Tv va Indonesia. Anh ta thudng xuyén lam viéc véi don vi chong
khting b6 xuét sac ctia S& Canh sat New York. Nhung vién mat vu nay ciing
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khang dinh lai 101 sép. V&i vé mat rau ri, anh ta néi, “Chwa nghe dugc gi vé
bon “Cong ly cho Rahman.” Pa tim hiéu hét qua ngudi cta t6i & Brooklyn,
Jersey, Queens va Manhattan.”

“Vu viéc vira xdy ra thoi ma.” Sellitto nhac.

“Phéi.” McDaniel chdm rai n6i. “Lé di nhién nhitng vu viéc kiéu nay chac
da duoc 1ap ké hoach ttr... Cac anh nghi thé nao? Mot thang trwedc chang?”

Noble no6i, “Theo t6i hinh dung, it nhat mot thang trude.”

“DPdy, day la cai mién ddm may chét tiét.”

Rhyme ciing c6 thé nghe ra 16i chi trich McDamel danh cho Dellray: Gia
tri cia cac tay trong la nam bat vu viéc trwéc khi no6 xay ra.

“Thoi, tiép tuc diéu tra di, Pred.” McDnniel néi. “Anh dang lam t6t day!”

“Puogc roi! Tucker.”

Noble da ngtrng nghich chiéc buit. Anh ta dang xem xét chiéc dong ho deo
tay cia minh. “Vay, bd0 An ninh NGi dia sé phéi hgp v6i Washington va Bo
Ngoai giao, ca cac dai s quan nita, trong treong hgp ching t6i can. Nhung
canh sat va Co quan Diéu tra sé gidi quyét vu nay giong nhu bat ky vu nao
khac. Bay gio thi Lincoln, tdt cd déu biét anh la bac thay vé kham nghiém
hién treong, nén chiing t6i hy vong anh sé dam nhan viéc phan tich cac dau
vét, Chung t6i dang tdp trung mot doi kham nghiém hién treong. Ho sé c6
mat tai tram dién sau hai mwoi phit nita. Cham nhat la ba mwoi phut.”

“Chac chan roi, ching toi sé giup dd.” Rhyme noéi. “Nhung ching toi sé
chiu trach nhiém toan bo hién truong. Twr 16i vao cho tGi 16i ra. Va tat ca cac
hién trwong gian tiép. Khéng chi la dau vét. Tat tan tat.” Anh li€c sang
Sellitto, anh ta qua quyét gat dau, té y “to6i ing ho anh.”

Trong khoanh khac im lang kh6 xt sau d6, moi nguwdi déu y thitc dugc
thong diép ngam: Cudi cung ai sé phu trach cudc diéu tra. Vi ban chat cong
viéc cua canh sat ngay nay, bat ky ai phu trach kham nghiém hién treong veé
co ban sé phu trach vu an. Pay la hé qua thuc tién cua cac tién bo vé ky thuat
kham nghiém hién truong trong vong muoi nam qua. Chi dya vao viéc kham
xét, phan tich nhitng gi tim dugc, nhan vién diéu tra hién treong da c6 cai
nhin thau ddo nhat vé ban chat toi ac va doi twgng tinh nghi, dong thoi sé 1a
nguoi dau tién trién khai manh mai.
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Tam hung - Noble va McDaniel dai dién cho phia lién bang, Sellitto dai
dién cho S& Canh sat New York - sé phai dwa ra cac quyét dinh chién lwoc,
nhung néu ho chdap nhan dé Rhyme déng vai tro cht chot trong cong tac
kham nghiém hién trwong, thi thyc té€ anh sé phu trach ludén cudc diéu tra.
Diéu ay ciing hgp ly. Anh da c6 thdi gian lam viéc véi cac vu an & thanh pho
nay lau hon tat ca bon ho, va vi cho téi lic bay gio, chwa cé doi twong tinh
nghi hay manh moi dang ké nao, ngoai chitng ctt tai hién trong, vay nén mot
chuyén gia kham nghiém hién treong la giai phap ding dan.

DPdc biét quan trong la, Rhyme hét sitc muén c6 vu an nay. Noi budn
chan...

Va phadi, ca chut cao ngao nita.

Bdi vay, anh dwa ra 1ap ludn manh mé nhat c6 thé: khong noi gi. Chi chiéu
thang anh mat vao nhan vat dai dién cho BO An ninh Noi dia, Gary Noble.

McDaniel hoi bttt rit - doi kham nghiém hién treong cta anh ta sé phai lui
xuong mot bac - va Noble ném cai nhin sang anh ta, y héi “Anh nghi thé nao,
Tucker?”

“Toi biét cong viéc cua anh Rhyme... T6i biét cong viéc cua Lincoln. Bé
anh ay phu trdch kham nghiém hién truong doi véi t6i khong van dé gi ca.
Mién la c6 sy phoi hgp mat tram phan tram giita chiing ta.”

“Chac chan roi.”

“Chung t6i sé ctt nguoi tuc trire. Va chuing t6i sé 1lay két qua sém nhat co
thé.” Anh ta nhin vao mat Rhyme, chit khong nhin vao than hinh anh. “Biéu
quan trong nhat la nhanh chéng thu thap dugc chitng c.”

Rhyme ngd rang anh ta muon néi liéu ai dé trong tinh trang cia anh c6 thé
dap tng tot yéu cau cong viéc hay khong? Sellitto nong néng mat, nhung day
chang phdi sy coi thwong ngwoi khuyét tat. Chi la mot cau hoéi chinh dang.
Mot cau hoi ban than Rhyme ciing sé ddt ra néu & vi tri nguoc lai.

Anh tra 1oi, “Pa hiéu.”

“Tot. T6i sé bdo nguwdi cda téi & bo phan Thu thap Chitng c ho trg anh
theo bat ctt cadch nao anh mu6n.” Vién Phé Trudng van phong cam doan.

Noble néi, “Bay gio, vé phan truyén thong, ching t6i dang c6 gang giam
thiéu khia canh khing bé & thoi diém nay. Ching t6i sé khién vu viéc nghe c6
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vé nhu mot tai nan. Nhung tin titc da ro ri ra ngoai rang tinh hinh nghiém
trong hon thé. Moi nguwdi dang hoang sg.”

“T6i cong nhan moi nguwdi dang hodng sg.” McDaniel gat dau. “Trong van
phong t6i c6 cac mdy giam sat truy cap Internet. Xu huéng tim kiém cac cum
tir khoa ‘dién giat chét nguwoi’, ‘tia ho quang’ va ‘cat dién’ tang manh. S6 lugt
nguwoi vao xem nhitng video vé ho quang trén YouTube cuc ky 16n. Ban than
toi cling len mang. Nhitng video d6 dang sg vo cung. Vira mot phut trwdc, co
hai nguwdi dan 6ng dang xtr ly mot bang dién, roi hét sttc dot ngdt mot tia Itra
dién bao trim toan bd man hinh, m&t ngwdi nam vat ra san, nira than minh
bdc chay ngun ngut.”

“Va...” Noble n6i. “Moi nguoi thuc sy lo lang rang ho quang dién con cé
thé xdy ra & ca nhitng dia diém khong phdi la tram dién. Vi du nhw ¢ nha ho
hay van phong.”

Sachs hoi, “Liéu cé thé khéng?”

McDaniel xem ra chwa biét hét cac kién thitc vé hé quang dién. Anh ta
thtra nhan, “T6i nghi cé thé, nhung t6i khong chac chan dong dién phai 16n
dén chirng nao.” Anh mat anh ta hwéng sang mét 6 cam hai tram hai muoi
volt gan day.

“Cha, theo t6i chung ta hay bat dau giai quyét cong viéc di!” Rhyme néi
va liéc nhin Sachs.

Co di ra phia ctta. “Ron, di vdi t6i.” Pulaski dén cho c6. Mot lat sau, canh
ctra khép lai, va Rhyme nhanh chong nghe thay tiéng xe ctia Sachs nd may.

“Bay gio, xin hay nhd mot diéu.” McDaniel néi thém. “Mat kich ban ma
chung t6i da chay trén may tinh la doi twgng chi dang thi nghiém hinh thitc
tan cong mdi, lay lwdi dién lam muc tiéu khiing b6 kha thi. N6 kha phitc tap
va chi giét chét moi mot nguwdi. Chiing t6i nap nhitng dit liéu ay vao hé thong,
cac thuat toan dang ggi y rang lan tiép theo doi twgng c6 thé sé thit nghiém
theo cach khac. Tham chi c6 kha nang day la mot vu viéc mang tinh duy
nhat.”

“Mot...?” Rhyme hoi, byc boi vai thi ngdon ngit cia McDaniel.

“Vu viéc mang tinh duy nhat, chi xdy ra mot lan. Phan mém phan tich céac
moi nguy co cda ching t6i dwa ra xac suat nam muoi lam phan tram vu viéc
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nay sé khong lap lai.”

Rhyme néi, “Nhung nhw thé chi 1a mot cach khac dé bao rang xac suat
bon muoi lam phan tram sé c6 thém mot ngwodi nao dé6 & mot cho nao do
trong thanh phé New York sap stra bi dién giat chét?... Va diéu do6 co thé xdy
ra ngay bay gio.”
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Chuong 5

Tram MH-10 cta Lien hgp Dbién lyc Algonquin la mot toa 1au dai thoi trung
c6 thu nhé, nam & khu vuc yén tinh phia nam Trung tdm Lincoln. N6 duoc
xay bang nhitng phién da voi khong déu nhau, xam xit va 16 cho sau nhiéu
thap ky chiu dung si 6 nhiém va bui bam ctia New York. Phién da goc méng
da bi bao mon nhwng ngudi ta van c6 thé dé dang doc dugce: 1928.

Sap stta hai gio chiéu khi Amelia Sachs phanh chiéc Ford Torino Cobra
mau hat dé sat 1é dwong phia trudc tram dién, dang sau chiéc xe buyt bi pha
hay. Chiéc xe va tiéng ong x4 kéu gion gia thu hat cdc anh mat hiéu ky,
nguong mo cua nhitng nguwoi dung chan xem, canh sat va linh cttu héa. Co
bwdc ra khoi ghé 1ai, quang chiéc phu hiéu S& Canh sat New York 1én bang
dong ho, ditng chong tay trén héng, quan sat hién treong. Ron Pulaski phan
khich nhay ra ngoai qua ctta phia ghé hanh khach, r6i sap ctra danh thich.

Sachs nhin cham cham sy thiéu twong dong cua khung canh. Nhitng toa
nha hién dai, cao it nhat hai muoi tang, ditng bén canh tram dién, ma vi 1y do
nao day, dugc thiét ké cé cac thap canh. Bé mat da bAm nhitng vét trang, la
phan 1{i bo cau trd ngu tai day, mot so da bay trd vé sau con hoang hot. Cira
s6 gan kinh mau vang va lap chan song son den.

Canh ctra thép day dé mé, khong gian bén trong t6i tu mu.

Chiéc xe phan tng nhanh cia by phin Kham nghiém Hién truong Sé&
Canh sat New York hu coi tién dén. Chiéc xe do lai, ba ky thuat vién tir tru s&
chinh bén Queens nhdy ra. Sachs tirng lam viéc véi ho mét so dip, c6 gat dau
chdo mot ngudi dan 6ng goc Latin va mot phu nit géc A thudc quyén chi huy
ctia mot s quan cao cdp, Tham ti Gretchen Sahloff. Sachs gat dau chao vién
tham tr, anh ta vay vay tay chao c6, roi quan sat mat tridc tram dién vdi anh
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mat u am. Anh ta budc dén dang dudi mot chiéc xe tai 16n, & d6 nhitng si
quan méi t6i dang bat dau d& thiét bi xudng.

Roi Sachs huwéng su chd y sang via hé va con pho duwgc chang diay mau
vang. Phia bén kia khu vyc chang day, c6 khoang nam muoi nguoi ditng xem
canh sat lam viéc. Chiéc xe buyt, d6i twgng ctia vu tan cong, nam tredc tram
dién, trong khong, nghiéng sang mot bén, cac 16p bén phai bep di. Gan dau
xe, son bi Itta hun chdy. Ntra s6 kinh ctra s6 bi khéi am xam xit.

Mot nhan vién y té ctia doi cap cttu, mot phu nit goc Phi to béo chac nich,
tién dén va gat dau. Sachs néi, “Chao chi.”

Nguoi phu nit gat dau cé y chao. Cac ky thudt vién y té titng chitng kién
hau nhw moi kiéu giét choc trén doi, nhung ngwoi phu nit nay van bang
hoang. “Tham t, co nén nhin xem.”

Sachs theo chi ta di dén cho xe cap citu, noi mot thi thé nam trén cang,
chd dugc dwa vao nha xac. Thi thé pha tdm vai nhya lang mau xanh 14 cay
sam.

“La hanh khach cuéi cung, c6 vé thé. Chiang t6i da nghi c6 thé cttu séng
anh ta. Tuy nhién... ching t6i chi cttu anh ta dwgc dén thé nay thoi.”

“Bi dién giat chét?”

“C6 nén nhin xem.” Chi ta thi tham. Va nhac tam vai nhua.

Sachs &n lanh khi mui da cung t6c chdy boc l1én. Va c6 nhin cham cham
nan nhan, mot thanh nién goc Latin trang bo com 1€ van phong - hay néi ding
hon 1a nhitng manh con lai ctia b6 com Ié van phong. Lung va hau hét phan
than bén phai cua anh ta bam lan 16n da véi vai chay. Co nghi treong hop nay
la bong d6 hai hoac dé ba. Nhung do chang phai nguyén nhan lam c6 bi xao
dong dén thé, c6 tirng chitng kién nhitng triong hgp béng tram trong, ca do
tai nan lan co y, trong qua trinh lam viéc cia minh. Canh tuwgng kinh khting
nhat 1a & phan thit 16 ra khi doi cdp citu cat bé quan do. Co nhin thdy khap
nguwoi anh ta chi chit hang chuc céi 16 nhan thin. Nhw thé anh ta da hitng ca
loat dan sung ngan.

N nhan vién y té néi, “Hau hét cac cai 16 nay déu cé dau vao va dau ra.”

Chung xuyén qua ca than nguoi u?

“Nguyén nhan la gi?”
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“Khong biét nita. Chua titng chitng kién tredng hop nao nhw thé nay, suot
bao nhiéu nam to6i lam viéc.”

Va Sachs con nhan ra mot diéu khac. Cac vét thuwong déu gon ghé co thé
quan sat dugc ro rang. “Khong chay mau.”

“Khong biét cac vét thwong bi dot bang gi. P6 la nguyén nhan.. Giong nit
nhan vién y té chung xudng. “bé la nguyén nhan anh ta da tinh tdo cho tdi
phtt cudi cung.”

Sachs c6 thé hinh dung ra néi dau dén. “Tai sao?” C06 hoi, ntta nhw héi
chinh minh.

“Amelia.” Ron Pulaski goi.

Co nhin vé phia anh ta.

“Cot bién bao xe buyt. Nhin xem. Me... “

“Lay Chuta.” Sachs 1am bam. Va budc t6i sat dai day chang danh dau khu
vuc hién treong. Cach mat dat gan hai mét, mot 160 rong do nira gang tay
xuyén thiing cay c6t sat. Sat chdy ra nhw nhya néng chdy dudi dén han. Roi
cd tap trung chd y vao cac ctra s cua chiéc xe buyt va chiéc xe tdi giao hang
do gan d6. Luc tride, co6 nghi kinh cac ctra s6 xe bi ran do sitc nong. Nhung,
khong, nhitng manh nhé ctia qua bom phat no6 - cung nhitng manh giét chét
ngwoi hanh khach - da vang vao hai chiéc xe. Thanh xe lam bang kim loai
ciling thang 16 cho.

“Nhin nay!” Sachs vtra thi thao vira chi vao via he va mat trwéc tram dién.
Ca tram 16 nho li ti xuyén vao da.

“Bom chang?” Pulaski hoi. “Co 1€ doi phan ttng nhanh da bo so6t no.”

Sachs m@ mdt tdi nhya, 1y ra déi gang tay cao su mau xanh lo. X6 doi
gang tay, cO cii xuong nhdt miéng kim loai tron, mong va nhé, hinh giot
nuwdc mat, nam dwdi chan cot. N6 néng dén noi lam gang tay mém di.

Khi nhan ra do la cai gi, co6 chgt rung minh.

“Cai gi thé?” Pulaski hoi.

“Tia Itta dién da khién cdy c6t néng chdy.” Sachs nhin xung quanh va
trong thay ca tram, hay hon tram, nhitng giot kim loai bam trén mat dat, trén
thanh xe buyt, cac toa nha va 6 t6 gan do.
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Do 1a céi da giét chét ngwoi hanh khéach tré tudi. Mot con mwa nhitng giot
kim loai n6ng chay bay trong khong khi vi toc do ba tram mét moi giay.

Chang si quan tré tudi cham chap thé ra. “Bi ban tring theo kiéu nhw
vay... chdy xuyén than thé.”

Sachs lai ring minh triedc y nghi vé noi dau dén. Va tredc y nghi vé viéc
vu tan cong c6 thé gdy hau qua ghé gém tGi mic nao.

Poan phd nay kha vang vé. Néu tram dién ¢ gan trung tam ctia Manhattan
hon, thi mwoi, mwdi lam ngwdi di bo ngang qua sé dé dang bi thiét mang.

Sachs ngang 1én va cit thé nhin cham cham vao vii khi caa doéi twgng chuwa
xac dinh: Tt mot 6 cita s6 trong xudng pho Nam muoi bdy, budong 1ong thong
hon nita mét day dien day. N6 dugc boc 16p cach dién mau den, nhung doan
dau mut bi béc mat 16p cach dién va cap dién tran dwgc dau véi mot ban
dong chay sém. N6 trong giong nhw mot chi tiét cong nghiép rat binh thwong,
hoan toan khong giong mdt thi c6 thé tao ra vu nd khiing khiép t&i mic ay.

Sachs va Pulaski tham gia vao nhém chirng hai muoi canh sat, mat vu cta
B0 An ninh Noi dia, FBI va S& Canh sat New York, tat ca déu tap trung tai s&
chi huy la chiéc xe tai cia FBI. M4t s6 mac do tac chién, mot s6 mac bo ao
lién quan cua nhan vién kham nghiém hién trvong. Nhitng nguwoi khac chi
mdc com lé hodc dong phuc theo quy dinh. Ho dang phan cong cong viéc. Sé
phai tim kiém nhan chitng, kiém tra xem c6 bom gai lai hay cac loai bay min
khong - mot phuwong phap lam viéc pho bién khi doi phé véi tinh hudng
khiing bo.

Mot nguwdi dan 6ng tam nam muoi tudi, grong mat gay va nghiém trang,
ditng khoanh tay dim dim nhin tram dién. Ong ta deo & c6 soi day c6 gin
pht hiéu cta Lién hgp Algonquin. Ong ta 1a dai dién cap cao cho cong ty tai
day: nhan vién giam sat thyc dia phu trach khu vyc nay cua lwgi dién. Sachs
de nghi ong ta trinh bay chi tiét nhitng gi Algonquin da biét vé vu viéc, ong ta
trinh bay va c6 chép vao so.

“Co camera an ninh khong?”

Nguwoi dan 6ng gay gudc dap, “Xin 16i, khong. Chung t6i khong lap lam
gi. Cac ctra dugc khéa nhiéu tang. Va thuc sy bén trong khong cé gi dé danh
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cap. Dau sao, toan dién nhu thé, d6 cling coi nhw mét con ché canh phong.
Mot con cho 16n.”

Sachs héi, “Ong nghi hdn dot nhap vao bing cach nao?”

“Khi ching t6i tGi day, toan bd ctra van khoa. Khdéa ctra stt dung ma s6.”

“Ai c6 ma s6?”

“Tét ca cac nhan vién déu c6. Nhung han khong vao bang cach d6. Cac 6
khoa cé chip ghi lai nhitng lan mé&. Chwa mot ngudi nao mé ching trong
vong hai ngdy qua. Va céi kia...” Ong ta chi sgi ddy dién budng liing lang tir
ctra sO. “... von khong & cho ay. Han phai dot nhap vao bang cach khac.”

Sachs quay sang Pulaski. “Khi nao anh xong viéc ngoai nay, hdy kiém tra
lai xung quanh, cdc ctta s6 va mai.” Roi c6 héi nhan vién gidm sat cua
Algonquin, “C6 16i vao ngam dwé6i dat khong?”

Nhan vién giam sét thye dia néi, “T6i khong biét 16i nao cd. Cac day dién
vao va ra tram nay dugc dat trong nhitng duong ong khong ai chui vira.
Nhung c6 thé c6 nhitng dwong ham khac ma t6i khong biét.”

“Du sao ciing ct kiém tra xem, Ron a.” R6i Sachs phéng van ngudi lai xe
buyt, anh ta da dwoc x ly vét thwong do manh kinh cita vao va duwgc cham
soc dé vuegt qua con chan dong. Thi lyc va thinh gidc bi ton thwong tam thoi
nhuwng anh ta khang khang doi ¢ lai gitp d& canh sat bang bat ct cach nao c6
thé. Sy gitp d& khong nhiéu nhan lam. Nguwdi dan 6ng chan that ké lai viéc
da to mo vé sgi day dién tho ra qua ctta s6 ma anh ta chwa bat gap bao gio.
Viéc ngwri thdy mui khoéi, nghe thay nhitng tiéng 16p bop. Sau ddy la cai anh
ltra kinh hoang.

“Qua nhanh.” Anh ta thi tham. “Suét ca cudc doi, to6i chwa bao gid chitng
kién cai gi nhanh nhw thé.”

Anh ta bi dap ngudi vao ctra s6 va tinh day mudi phut sau do. Anh ta roi
vao trang thai cam ldang, c¥ nhin cham cham chiéc xe buyt bi pha huy, nét mat
bdc 16 cdm giac bi phan boi va chat chita u am.

Roi Sachs quay sang nhitng canh sat va mat vu dang hién dién tuyén bo co
va Pulaski sé chiu trach nhiém quan ly hién truong. Co ban khoan khéng biét
dac vu FBI Tucker McDaniel da thuc sy thong bdo xuéng cap dudi vé viéc
cho phép nay hay chwa. Khong phai la khong c6 chuyén cac vi lanh dao trong
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lwc lwong thue thi phap luat twoi tinh dong y véi ngudi ta nhwng sau day lai
co tinh quén di cudc trao déi. Tuy nhién, nhitng mat vu lién bang da thuc sy
dugc thong bao. Mot s6 t6 ra khé chiu vi S Canh sat New York lai dam
dwong vai tro chu chét nay, con so6 khac - hau hét thudc bo phan Thu thap
Chitng cit cua FBI - khong té ra c6 van dé gi va thuc si nhin Sachs vGi vé to
mo nguong mo vi, suy cho cung, co la thanh vién cua cai doi do Lincoln
Rhyme huyén thoai ding dau.

Quay sang Pulaski, c6 no6i, “Hay vao viéc di.” C6 budc tGi cho chiéc xe
phéan *ng nhanh, cudn mai toéc do thanh bui cho d& vuéng.

Pulaski chan cht, li€c nhin ca tram cham kim loai dang ngudi di, bam trén
via hé va mat tredc tram dién, r6i li€c nhin sgi day citng budng long thong
qua ctra s6. “That sw ho da cat dién bén trong ro6i, phai khong?”

Sachs chi ra hiéu cho cau ta di theo minh.
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Chuong 6

Mac b dong phuc quan yém mét mau xanh lam tham don diéu cta Lién hgp
bién luwc Algonquin, doi chiéc mii kiéu nhw mii danh béng chay nhung khong
c6 logo va kinh chan bao ho, ga dan 6ng loay hoay vdi bang dién & phia cu6i
cau lac bo thé thao khu Chelsea, Manhattan.

Trong lic lam viéc - sap xép thiét bi, boc, ndi, cat day dién, ga nghi vé vu
tan cong sang hom nay. Cac phuwong tién truyén thong dang t6i tap dua tin
tuc.

Mot nguoi dan 6ng bi thiét mang va mét so6 ngudi khdc bi thuong khi tinh
trang qua tdi tai mot tram dién ¢ Manhattan dd tao ra moét tia lira dién vo
cung Ién phong tw tram dién sang mét cot bién bdo xe buyt, suyt nira thi
trung phdi mét chiéc xe buyt thanh pho.

“N6 gibng y nhw, anh biét ddy, mét cu sét.” Mot nhdn chitng la hanh
khdch trén chiéc xe buyt thudt lai. “N6 bao trum toan bo via hé. N6 khién toi
chdng con nhin thdy gi cd. Va cdi dm thanh dé. Téi khéng tai nao moé td
duoc. No giong tiéng rén am am, roi no bung mét phdt. Toi sg dén gan bdt ct?
vdt gi co dién. Toi thuc sv sg chét khiép. Téi mubn noi bdt ci ai chirng kién
sw viéc déu chét khiép.”

Chang phai m6t minh ba, ga dan 6ng nghi. Nhan loai biét tGi dién - va sg
hai va khiép dam - tir hon nam nghin nam nay. Ban than t “dién” xuat phat
tir tr “h6 phach” trong tiéng Hy Lap (“Electron” la hat dién tir; con trong
tiéng Hy Lap, h6 phdch duoc goi la “elektron”) chi thit nhya cac: cay 1a kim
ran chac lai thanh da ma ngwoi Hy Lap va La Ma c6 dai tirng dung dé cha xat
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va tao ra tinh dién. Tac dung gay té liét ctia dong dién phong ra t nhitng loai
lwon, c4 song & cac con song va khu vie ven bién Ai Cap, Hy Lap, La Ma da
dwgc miéu ta nhiéu trong céc tai liéu khoa hoc ttr rat 1au treéec Cong nguyén.

Y nghi ctia ga lic 4y chuyén sang nhitng sinh vat séng dudi nuéc, vi vira
lam viéc ga vira nhin trom nam ngwoi dang boi cham cham xung quanh bé
boi cau lac bg. Ba nit, hai nam, déu da dén tudi nghi huu.

MGt loai ca ga thay rat hap dan la loai ca dudi dién, ma nguoi ta da 1ay tén
né dat cho tht vii khi do tau ngam ban di. (Cd dudi va thuy 16i cting duoc goi
la “torpedo” trong tiéng Anh). Tt torporc trong tiéng Latin - c6 nghia la lam
do ra, lam té liét - la nguén gbc cda cai tén ay. Thuc t€, loai ca dudi dién co
hai bd pin trong co thé, dugc tao thanh béi hang tram nghin tdm gelantin.
Nhitng tdm nay san xuat ra dién, va cac chuoi day than kinh phitc tap truyén
dong dién di doc theo than nhw cac diay dan. Ca st dung dién dé ty vé va
cling dé tdn cong con moi. Ching nam im chd doi, réi phéng dién lam té liét
con moi, hodc doi khi giét chét han - nhitng con ca dudi 16n c6 thé phéng ra
dong dién hai tram volt v&i cwong do manh hon cd mét chiéc may khoan.

Kha hap dan...

Ga hoan thanh bang dién va ngam nghia két qua lam viéc ctia minh. Giong
nhv nhitng thg dwong day va tho dién lanh nghé trén toan thé gigi, ga cam
thdy c6 su tw hao nhat dinh tredc cong trinh khéo 1éo ay. Ga da di dén cho
cam thay lam viéc véi dién khong don thuadn chi la nghé nghiép, n6 con la
khoa hoc, la nghe thuat. Pong canh cwra lai, ga budc sang phia bén kia cau lac
b - gan phong thay d6. Va, & vi tri khong ai trong thay, ga cho dgi.

Twa mot con ca du6i dién.

Khu vire nay - tan cung phia tay thanh pho - 1a mot khu dan cw. Lic bay
gio, dau budi chiéu, khong c6 ngudi lao dong nao dang di bd, boi hay danh
béng quan, tuy cau lac bg sé tré nén dong nghit sau gio lam viéc, khi hang
tram cv dan sinh song quanh day hao hic dugc gidi tda cac cang thang trong
ngay.

Nhung ga chang can mot dam dong 16n. Tai thoi diém nay thi chang can.
Cai day dé sau.
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Vay, moi nguoi sé nghi ga don gian la mot cong nhan va khong chu y gi
cd. Ga chuyén sy quan tdm sang mot hop citu hda, thdo nap ra, hd hitng xem
xét cudn day. Lai suy nghi vé nhitng con ca dudi dién. Loai song ¢ nwdc man
c6 cac mach dién song song va tao ra dién ap thap hon vi nwéc man dan dién
tot hon nwdc ngot va dong dién chang can qua manh méi giét chét con moi.
Loai song & song, ho thi ngugc lai, hé thong pin duwgce bo tri thanh chuoi va
tao ra dién ap cao hon dé bu cho kha nang dan dién kém hon ctia niwéc ngot.

Diéu nay, doi v6i ga, khong chi tha vi, ma con lién quan t6i thoi diém hién
tai, téi thi nghiém vé su dan dién ctia nwdc. Ga ban khoan ty hoi liéu minh da
tinh toan dung chua.

Ga chi phéi dgi mwoi phiut da nghe thay ti€éng budc chan, réi trong thay
mot trong nam nguwoi boi xung quanh bé, nguwdi dan 6ng tudi luc tuan, dau
hoi hoéi, loet quet d6i dép 1é di qua. Ong ta buéc vao khu virc voi hoa sen.

Ga dan 6ng mac bo dong phuc quan yém lén Iit nhin 6ng gia van voi va
ding vao bén dudi lan nwédc boc hoi nghi ngut, khong biét rang minh dang bi
quan sat.

Ba phut, nam phut. Xat xa phong, xa nuwaéc...

Moi lic mot thém sot rudt, vi sg nhd bi phat hién, ga dan 6ng mac bo dong
phuc quan yém nam chat thiét bi diéu khién tir xa - twong tu mot moc deo
chia khéa 6 t6 16n, va cam thdy co hai vai minh cang cing.

Torpore. Ga cuoi lang 1é. Va tha long co.

Cudi cling, 6ng gia kia ciing buéc ra khoi voi hoa sen, lau ngudi. Ong ta
khoéc chiéc 4o choang tdm 1én, lai x6 chan vao d6i dép. Ong ta budc vé phia
canh ctra m@ sang phong thay do va cam lay tay nam ctra.

Ga dan 6ng mac bo dong phuc quan yém dong thoi bam hai nut trén thiét
bi diéu khién ttr xa.

Ong gia ha h6c moém, do ra.

ROi 1ui lai, nhin chdm cham vao tay nam ctta. Nhin nhitng ngén tay minh
va s nhanh tay nam ctra mot lan nita.

Tat nhién that ngu ng6éc. Lam gi cé ngwdi nhanh hon dién dugc bao gio.

Nhwng 1an nay khong thay giat, va 6ng gia ditng ddy ngam nghi c6 thé la
minh vira quét phai mép sac ctia kim loai hoac tham chi c6 thé l1a con dau bat
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chot cta khép ngon tay.

Thuce ra, cai bay chi chita dong dién vai miliampe. Ga khong cé mat tai
day dé giét ai ca. Day don gian la thi nghiém nham lam sang t6 hai diéu: Thi
nhat, thiét bi diéu khién ti* xa do ga ché tao c6 hoat dong duwgc & khoang cach
nay khong, xuyén qua bé tong va thép? N6 hoat dong dwoc, tot va, thit hai,
chinh xac tac dung dan dién ctia nwdc ra sao? Van dé nay da duwgc cac ky suw
an toan trinh bay mai roi, tuy nhién lai chwa tirng c6 ai dinh lvgng theo bat c
y nghia thyc tién nao - thyc tién, tic la can dong dién bao nhiéu mdi c6 thé
lam giat mot ngwoi dang di giay hay dép da am, giy r6i loan co tim va dan
dén tr vong.

Cau tra 10i 1a chi can mo6t dong dién cuc ky nho.

Tot

Khién t6i sg chét khiép...

Ga dan 6ng mdc bo dong phuc quan yém xudng gac theo 16i cau thang b,
roi khoi dé qua cwa sau.

Ga lai nghi vé ca va dién. Tuy nhién, 1an nay, khong phai vé viéc san xuat
ra ma la vé viéc phat hién ra dién. Noi cu thé, cA map. Ching c6 gidc quan
tht sdu, hiéu theo ding nghia den cta ti* nay: Kha nang dang kinh ngac cam
nhan dwoc hoat dong dién sinh hoc bén trong co thé con moi & khoang cach
xa hang dam, tredc ca khi con moi lot vao tam mat.

Ga liéc nhin dong ho deo tay va do rang cudc diéu tra tai tram dién da
duwgc bat dau réi. That khong may thay cho bat c ké nao dang diéu tra vu
viéc do, khi con nguwdi von khong cé giac quan thi sau nhw ca map.

Va ciling chang bao lau nita, sé that khéng may thay cho rat nhiéu ké khac
& cai thanh pho New York t6i nghiép nay.
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Chuong 7

Sachs va Pulaski mac bd 4o lién quan c6 mii trum mau xanh lo nhat hiéu
Tyvek, di bao chan, deo mat na va kinh bdo hg. Nhv Rhyme van luén huwéng
dan, moi ngudi con deo mot vong cao su xung quanh ban chan dé phan biét
dau chan minh v6i dau chan nguwdi khac. Roi, deo that lung cai thiét bi phat
radio/video cung vi khi, Sachs budc qua sgi day mau vang, dong tac nay
khién may con dau chot xuat hién, lan khap cac khép xwong bi viém. Nhitng
ngay thoi tiét am wét, hay sau mot cudc kham nghiém hién treong vat va, sau
khi chay dudi theo ai do, dau goi va hong lai dau nhitc nhoéi, c6 ngdm ngam
ghen ty véi tinh trang té liét cia Rhyme. Tat nhién, c6 khéng bao gio néi ra y
nghi 4y, tham chi chang bao gio gitt y nghi dién r6 dy qua mot hai giay,
nhung qua 1a c6 y nghi ay that. Moi hoan canh déu c6 cai hay.

Sachs dirng lai trén via hé. Co6 da hoan toan & trong vanh dai chét chéc.
Ho6i Rhyme con phu trach bo phan Diéu tra, bo phan chiu trdch nhiém vé
kham nghiém hién trueong cia S& Canh sat New York, anh tirng yéu cau nhan
vien kham nghiém hién treong mot minh, tri? truong hgp hién treong ddc biet
rong. Anh lam vay la vi tdm ly ngwoi ta cé xu huwéng thiéu tan tam hon néu
lam viéc v6i cong su, vi nguwoi ta nghi rang cong s bao gig cling sé ho trg,
phat hién nhitng thit gi minh bé s6t. Mot van dé nita la néu toi pham dé lai
chitng cw tai hién treong thi nhan vien kham nghiém hién truong, du mang
trang phuc bao hd ky luwong thé nao, cling sé dé lai dau vét y nhw vay. Nhitng
ddu vét ay cé thé pha héng vu an. Cang déng nguoi kham nghiém hién
treong, nguy co cang cao.

Sachs nhin vao 6 ctta mé toang den ngom, khoi van dang bay ra, sau day
nhin khau sting ngan deo bén hong. Kim loai.
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Nhitng duwong day cat dién roi..

Cha, vao thoi, co tw nhua. Hién trwong cang dvgc kham nghiem som,
chitng ¢t tim thay cang cé chat lwgng. Nhitng giot mo héi, chita day ADN
hitu ich, sé bay hoi va khong thé bi phat hién. Nhitng sgi vai, nhitng sgi téc
quy gia bi thoi bay, trong khi nhitng thit chang lién quan lai tréi n6i vao hién
treong, gay boi roi va lam lac huéng diéu tra.

Sachs nhét microphone vao tai, bén dwgi mi trum. Co bat bo phat deo bén
hong va nghe thdy giong Rhyme. “... em c6 d6 khong, Sachs? Em... A, duoc
r6i, em da két noi. Anh dang ban khoan. Céi gi thé?” Anh hoi.

Rhyme dang nhin thay chinh nhitng thit ma Sachs dang nhin, nho mot
camera nho, do nét cao co deo trudc tran. Co6 nhan ra minh dang vo tinh nhin
vao cai 16 chay xuyén thung cay cot. Co giai thich cho anh nghe sy viéc da
xay ra: tia Itva dién, con mwa nhitng giot kim loai nong chay.

Rhyme im lang mdt chit. R6i anh néi, “Thi vii khi ghé gdm qua... Thoi,
bat dau di. Kham nghiém theo 6 ban cg.”

C6 mot vai phwong phap kham nghiém hién truong. Mot phvong phap
pho bién la bat dau tir gbc ngoai cung, roi tién dan vao theo nhitng vong tron
dong tam cho t&i khi vao dén chinh gitra.

Nhung Lincoln Rhyme thich phuwong phap kham nghiém theo 6 ban co
hon. Boi khi anh bao hoc tro la hay hinh dung phwong phap kham nghiém
theo 0 ban c@ nhw thé cat mot bai cé vay - chi cé diéu ta tién hanh lam hai
lan. Di chuyén thang tir bén nay sang bén kia hién trudong, réi quay dau, budc
qua bén trai hay bén phai do mot budc, di chuyén tré vé phia ldc hay da xuat
phat. Di chuyén hét hién truong theo chiéu nay xong thi di chuyén theo chiéu
vuong goc, lap lai cach thire thue hién.

Rhyme khang khang doi hoi sy k§ lwong qua mitc ay vi lan kham nghiém
hién treong dau tién mang y nghia quyét dinh. Néu lan kham nghiém dau tién
ta lam dai khai thi ta bat giac da tuw thuyét phuc minh rang chang c6 gi ma tim
kiém cd. Nhitng lan kham nghiém tiép theo hau nhw chi vo ich.

Sachs ngam nghi vé sy mia mai nay: Co6 chuan bi buéc di theo 6 ban co &
mot phan cia hé théng 6 ban cd rat khac biét (Y néi lwéi dién). Co sé phai
chia sé diéu nay vGi Rhyme, nhung dé sau. Bay gio, co can tap trung chu y.
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Cong viéc kham nghiém hién trieong la cudc san moi cua nhitng dong vat
an xac théi. Muc tiéu don gian thoi: tim thay cai gi do, bat ¢t cai gi thu pham
dé lai - va ca cai gi do thu pham dang 1€ sé dé lai. Nha hinh sy hoc ngudi
Phép, Edmond Locard, cach day gan mét tram nam da néi rang moi khi mot
t0i ac dién ra, bao gio cling c6 qua trinh trao do6i dau vét giita thu pham vdi
hién treong hodc nan nhan. Co thé n6 hau nhw khéng tai nao nhin thay dugc,
tuy nhién né hién dién & d6 dé ta tim ra, néu ta biét cach tim, va néu ta kién
nhan, can than.

Amelia Sachs lic bdy gio bat dau cudc tim kiém, trieéc hét la tir bén ngoai
tram dién, vdi thit v khi da dugc st dung: sgi cap budng long thong.

“Tréng c6 vé nhw han...”

“Hodc bon ching...” Rhyme dinh chinh lai qua b0 tai nghe. “Néu Cong ly
cho ditng dang sau vu viéc nay, bon ching c6 1é cé so lwgng thanh vién kha
kha day.”

“Chinh xac, Rhyme.” Anh dang c6 gang dam bao rang Sachs khong bi roi
vao van dé hang dau dé6i v6i cac nhan vién kham nghiém hién trwong: thiéu
tw duy mé. Mot thi thé, mau va mot khau sing ngan néng hoi goi y rang nan
nhan da bi ban chét. Nhung néu dé dau 6c minh tin twéng vao tinh huéng do
thi nguwdi ta cé thé sé bé qua con dao thuye té da dugc st dung.

Sachs tiép tuc, “O, han hodc bon ching di tha soi cap tir bén trong ra.
Nhwng em van nghi tai thoi diém nao do, han phai & via hé bén ngoai nay,
kiém tra khodng cach va géc d6.”

“Pé nham vao chiéc xe buyt?”

“Chinh xac.”

“Puogc roi, tiép tuc di... coi nhw, tir via he.”

Sachs tiép tuc nhin cham cham xuoéng dat. “Mau thudc 14, nap lon bia. Tuy
nhién, khong c6 gi gan ctta chinh hay cita s6 ma qua dé sgi cap budng
xuong.”

“Pirng mat cong dé y tdi ching. Han sé khong udng hay hut gi trong ltc
hanh dong dau. Han qua thong minh... néu xem xét cach han phoi hgp tat ca
cac chi tiét véi nhau. Nhung sé c6 dau vét & cho han dirng. Sat toa nha.”
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“Co cai bac, thay khong?” Sachs nhin xuéng mot bac da thap, cao hon via
hé gan mot mét. Mat bac da cam chan song nhon dau dé 1d bo cau, va nguoi,
khong ding 1én trén duwgc, nhung coé thé ti chan vao néu muon vdi lay gi do &
0 ctra s6 kia. “C6 mdy dau chan, trén bac da. Chang du ro rang dé chup tinh
dién.”

“Hay xem xem thé nao.”

Sachs cti dau va vueon ngudi vé phia treée. Rhyme dang nhin vao thit ma
c6 dang nhin: nhitng hinh dang c6 1€ 1a ddu miii giay nam sat toa nha.

“Em khong chup dugc a?”

“Khong, khong du ro rang. Nhung nhin ching, em cé thé bao do la ddu
giay dan ong. Rong, miii vudng, em chi quan sat duwgc dén thé. Khong nhin
thdy gét va dé. Nhung né néi véi ching ta rang néu “bon ching” dinh dang
tGi vu viéc, thi cd 1€ chi c6 “han” & bén ngoai bo tri cai bay.”

Sachs tiép tuc kiém tra via hé nhung khong phat hién dwgc bang chitng vat
thé nao xem ra co lién quan.

“Hay thu thap cac ddu vét, Sachs, r6i kham xét bén trong tram dién.”

Theo hwéng dan ctia Sachs, hai ky thuat vién tir Queens sang da bo tri
nhitng bong den halogen cong suat 16n ngay bén trong khung ctta. Cé chup
anh, thu thap cac dau vét trén via hé va trén bac da gan soi cap.

“Va dirng quén...” Rhyme cat 10i.

“Nhitng chitng c 16p dudi.”

“A, di trudc anh mot budce réi day, Sachs.”

Khoéng han, c6 nghi, vi anh da la nguoi thay caa c6 bao nhiéu nam nay, va
néu tGi bay gio c6 van chwa tiép thu dwgc cac nguyén tac kham nghiém hién
treong cua anh thi c6 chang nén theo dudi céng viéc nay lam gi. C6 di
chuyén sang khu vic & ngay bén ngoai vanh dai chét choc va tién hanh ra
soat lan thit hai... Nhitng chitng c& 16p dudi, nhitng mau doi chitng dé so
sanh v&i nhitng mau dau tién. Bat ky sy khac biét nao gitta nhitng th thu
thap dwgc bén ngoai hién treong va & vi tri duwgce xac dinh la déi twgng da
ding sé c6 thé ndi lén dac diém riéng biét nao d6 ctia doi twgng hodc noi doi
twgng cu tra.
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Tat nhién, c6 thé khong... nhung dé la ban chat ctia cong tdc kham
nghiém hién treong. Chang bao gio cé gi chac chan cd, tuy nhién ban van
lam nhitng gi c6 thé va nhitng gi phai lam.

Sachs dwa nhitng chitng c@ da bo vao tii nhya cho cac ky thuat vien. Co
vay nguwdi nhan vién giam sat cia Algonquin lic ndy c6 da trao doi.

Nguwdi nhan vién gidm sat thye dia, van nghiém trang y nhw lic ndy, voi va
di t6i. “Sao, Tham ti?”

“Bay gid, t6i s& khdm xét bén trong kia. Ong c6 thé cho t6i biét chinh xé4c
toi phai kham xét cai gi khong - han da bo tri sgi cap nhu thé nao? T6i can
xac dinh dugc noi han da ditng, nhitng thi han da dong vao.”

“Pé tdi tim mot ngudi 1am cong viéc bao dudng thuwong 16 & ddy.” Ong ta
nhin dam cong nhan, r6i goi mot ngwdi mac dong phuc quan yém mau xanh
lam tham cta Lién hgp Dién lyc Algonquin. Mii bdo ho mau vang. Nguwoi
cong nhan ném diéu thudc 14 dang hit sang mot bén, di téi cho ho. Nhan vién
giam sat thue dia gidi thiéu Sachs va ngudi cong nhan véi nhau, sau day noi
lai v&i anh ta yéu cau cda Sachs.

“Vang, thwa c6.” Anh ta n6i, &nh mat roi khoi tram dién di du ngoan
ngang qua nguc Sachs, tuy hau hét than hinh c6 da dwoc gidu kin trong bd ao
lién quan réng lung bung mau xanh lo hiéu Tyvek. C6 ciing c6 y nghi muon
liéc xudng cai bung ngoai cd cua anh ta nhung tat nhién c6 khong lam thé.
Ché von van té & cho nguoi ta khong mudn ching te, ai suét ngay nhac nhéd
duoc.

Co hoi, “T6i c6 thé xem vi tri han két n6i sgi cap v6i nguon dién khong?”

“Vang, tat ca déu duwoc boc 10.” Ngudoi dan 6ng bao Sachs. “T6i nghi cho
han két n6i sat cac aptomat. Chiing nam & tang chinh. La tang phia bén tay
phai khi co di vao.”

“Hay hoi anh ta xem dwong day co dién khong khi doi twgng thue hién
dau ndi.” Rhyme no6i vao tai Sachs. “Ching ta sé biét dugc diéu gi do ve ky
nang cua doi twgng.”

Co hdi nguoi cong nhan.

“0, c6. Han da dau noi vao mot duwong day c6 dién.”

Sachs strng sot. “Lam thé nao ma han lam dwogc?”
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“Str dung thiét bi bao ho cd nhan. Ngoai ra, bdo dam rang han dwgc cach
dién cuc ky tot.”

Rhyme noi thém, “Anh c6 mot cau hoi nita cho anh ta. Hoi anh ta xem lam
sao anh ta hoan thanh dwgc cong viéc néu mat lam thdi gian nhin cham cham
vao nguc phu ni¥ nhu thé!”

Sachs giau mot nu cuoi.

Nhung trong ltic c6 budc vé phia ctra tram dién, doc theo via hé chi chit
nhitng cham kim loai néng chdy, moi sy khoi hai déu bién mat. Cé ding
bwdc, quay lai néi véi nguwdi nhan vién giam sat, “T6i chi muén khang dinh
mot lan cudi cung. Dién da cat r6i, phai khong?” Co6 hat dau chi tram dién.
“Khong con dién trong cac day ay.”

“0, vang.”

Sachs quay lung budc tiép.

ROi nguwdi nhan vién giam sat ndi thém, “Tru dién trong ac-quy.”

“Ac-quy a?” Sachs dirng lai, ngoanh nhin.

Nguwoi nhan vién giam sat giai thich, “Pay la dién van hanh cac aptomat.
Nhung né khong thudc lwéi dién. N6 khong két noi véi soi cap.”

“Pugc 1oi. Ac-quy. N6 c6 thé gdy nguy hiém khong?” Nhitng vét thuong
tron xoe nhw nhitng cham bi bao phu than hinh ngwdi hanh khach c hién 1én.

“0, c6 chir.” Pay xem ra 1a mdt cau héi that ngdy tho. Ngwdi nhan vién
giam sat noi thém, “Nhung cac cuc duwgc boc mii cach dién.”

Sachs quay buéc vé phia tram dién. “Em vao bén trong day, Rhyme.”

Co tién dén, nhan ra rang, b&i mot 1€ gi do, nhitng béng den céng suat 16n
kia khién khong gian bén trong tham chi con de doa hon cé ltic né t6i om.

Canh ctra mé vao dia nguc, c6 nght.

“Anh chéng hét ca mat, Sachs. Em dang lam gi?”

CO nhan ra viéc minh dang lam la do dy, nhin xung quanh, dan 4nh mat
vao khung ctta m@ toang. Co cling nhan ra rang, tuy Rhyme khong trong thdy,
cac ngén tay minh dang vo thitc cao vao 16p biéu bi duwéi dau méng ngoén cai.
DPoi khi, hanh dong nay khién 16p biéu bi ay xwdc ra, va c6 ty ngac nhién khi
nhin thay nhitng giot hodc nhitng vét mau. Nhung bay gio, chac chan c6
khong muén lam rach 16p gang cao su, dé day dau vét cta chinh minh lén
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hién treeong. Co6 duoi thang cac ngdn tay va néi, “Em chi dang tap trung chu y
th6i.”

Nhung ho da biét nhau qua 1au r6i, chang ai déi ai dwgc. Rhyme hoi, “Co
chuyén gi thé?”

Sachs hit sdu mot hoi. Cu6i cung, c6 tra 16, “Phai tha thyc 1a em thay so
sg. Cdi tia Itra dién ay. Cai cach nan nhan da chét. N6 kha kinh khung.”

“Em con mudn chan chtr a? Hay goi vai chuyén gia ctia Algonquin. Ho cé
thé di cung em trong lic em xem xét cac thi.”

Sachs c6 thé nhan ra qua giong noi ctia Rhyme, qua sac giong, qua toc do
10i ndi, rang anh khong mudn c6 lam nhu thé. Bé la mdt trong nhitng diéu co6
yéu & anh: Sy tran trong anh bay t6 ching bing cai cach nudng chiéu co. O
nha, khi an t6i, lic 1én giwdng, ho hai nguwdi la mot. Nhung bay gio, ho la
chuyén gia t0i pham hoc va la canh sat kham nghiém hién treong.

Sachs nghi t&i cau cham ngon cha riéng minh, do cha c6 truyén lai, “Khi
ta hanh dong, sé khong ké nao bat dugc ta.”

Thé thi, hanh dong thoi!

“Khong, em khong sao.” Amelia Sachs budc vao dia nguc.
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Chuong 8

“Anh c6 nhin dugc khong?”

“Nhin duge.” Rhyme tra 10i.

Sachs da bat ngon dén halogen gan trén dai deo xung quanh dau. Nhé
nhung cong suat 16n, né roi mot tia sang choéi vao khodng khong gian 16 mo.
Tham chi du c6 cac bong dén halogen kia roi, van con nhiéu ngéc ngach day
dac bong t6i. Bén trong tram dién sau hun hidt nhw hang, tuy tir via hé trong
né co6 vé nho, hep va thap lé té dwdi chan nhitng toa nha nam hai bén.

Mat miii Sachs cay xé vi khéi dong lai. Rhyme khang khang giit y kién
rang tat cd cac nhan vién kham nghiém hién trudng phdi hit thd khong khi
nhw binh thuwdng, mui trong khong khi cé thé mach bao cho ngudi ta biét rat
nhiéu diéu vé thu pham va ban chat t6i ac. Tuy nhién, & day, chi c6é duy nhat
mui gat ctia cao su chdy, mui dau md, kim loai. Nhitng ky niém cta chinh ban
than c6 va cha chgt thoang hién lén, nhitng bu6i chiéu Chu nhat, lvng moi
nhtr, Iui hdi trén ca-p6 da mé toang hoac cia mot chiéc Chevy hay mdt chiéc
Dodge khée khoan, nang niu g& lay cac chi tiét may quan trong hodc céc
bang mach dem vé st dung lai. Ca nhitng ky niém gan day hon: Sachs va
Pammy, c6 bé ma c6 da coi nhu con gai, cung nhau diéu chinh may ctaa chiéc
Torino Cobra, trong liic Jackson, chii ché nhd cia Pammy, kién nhan ngoi
trén san stra xe, quan sat hai nha giai phau lam viéc.

Luc lac dau dé ngon dén thg moé chiéu xung quanh khoang khong gian t6i
mo mao, Sachs nhan ra nhitng dong thiét bi 16n, mot s6 son mau be hodc xam
va trong twong doi mdi, mot so cé tudi tho tir cudi thé ky trwdc: son mau
xanh 14 cdy sam, gan tdm bién kim loai ghi tén nha may va thanh pho san
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xuat. C6 nhan ra mét so thiét bi ma dia chi khong c6 ma buu chinh, chitng t6
ching da ra doi tw thug xa x0i nao.

Tang chinh cda tram dién hinh tron, nam bén trén mot tang ham dé ma,
sau sau mét phia dudi, c6 thé nhin xuéng dugc qua day lan can 6ng. Trén nay,
san lam bang bé tong, nhung mot so6 bé, buc va cau thang dwgc lam bang
thép.

Kim loai.

Mot diéu Sachs biét vé dién la kim loai dan dién rat tot.

CO dinh vi sgi cap cua doi tuwgng, chay ba mét tir ctra sO tdi thiét bi ma
ngwoi cong nhan da mo ta. Co c6 thé nhin thady cho do6i twong da ditng kéo
sgi cap, va bat dau ra soat cho do.

Rhyme hoi, “Cai gi trén san kia? Bong loang.”

“Tréng nhw dau ma& gi do.” Sachs tré 101, giong c¢6 chung xudng. “Mot s6
thiét bi bj ltra lam niét v&. Hodc ¢ day da cé vu nd ho quang thit hai.” Co dé y
thay nhitng vong tron chay sém, do chuc cai trén twong va cac thiét bi xung
quanh, c6 vé la cho tia Itta dién dap vao.

“Tot.”

“Cai gi?”

“D4u chan han sé dep va ro rang.”

Prng thé. Tuy nhién, nhin xuéng thi chat nhon nhon dong trén san, Sachs
nghi: Liéu dau c6 dan dién t6t nhw kim loai va nuwéc khong?

Co thyc sy da tim thdy nhitng dau chan rat rd rang gan cra s6, noi thu
pham ditng dap mat 16 thung trén kinh dé rong sgi cap chét ngudi ra bén
ngoai, va gan vi tri han dau ndi né véi duong day cta Algonquin.

“Co thé la dau chan ctia ddm cong nhan khi ho vao day sau vu viéc.”
Sachs noi.

“Chung ta chi phdi kiém tra xem sao thoi, ding khong?”

CoO hodc Pulaski sé 1ay diu giay ctia cac cong nhan dé so sanh va loai trwe
nghi van. Tham chi néu Coéng Iy cho rot cudc chiu trach nhiém vé vu viéc
nay, khong c6 1y do nao ngan can dugc bon ching tuyén dung mot tay trong
thure hién nhitng ké hoach khting bo.
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Tuy nhién, khi Sachs danh s6 va chup anh cac dau giay, c6 n6i, “Em nghi
ching la dau giay doi twong ctia chiing ta, Rhyme. T4t cd déu giong nhau. Va
mii giay twong tw mii giay ¢ bac da.”

“Tuyét voi.” Rhyme noi.

ROi Sachs chup tinh dién dau giay va dat cac ban in gan ctta. Co nghién
cltu tGi sgi cap, né nho hon cd twéng, dwong kinh chi nitra dot tay. N6 dugc
boc bang vat liéu cach dién mau den, gom nhitng sgi mau bac bén lai véi
nhau. C6 ngac nhién thdy n6 chang phai la dong. Dai téng cong do bon mét
rudi. N6 dugc dau noi vao dwong day chinh ctia Algonquin bang hai bu long
dong dé hodc dong thau to, dwong kinh trong long ngot hai centimet.

“Vay day la vii khi cta ching ta?” Rhyme hoi.

“Pung la n6.”

“Ndang khong?”

Sachs nhac nhac sgi cap lén wéc lwgng, cam chac vao 16p cach dién.
“Khong. N6 lam bang nhom.” C6 ct ban tam vai y nghi 1a, giong nhuw mot
qua bom, mét vat nho va nhe ngan nay lai c6 thé gy ra hdu qua ghé gém
ngan dy. Co6 ngam nghia th vii khi cia doi twong, danh gia xem minh can
dén mon gi trong bd dung cu dé g& né ra. Co budc ra ngoai, di 1ay tdi dung
cu cat trong cop xe. BO dung cu ctia chinh ¢6, ¢6 von van dung dé stta xe hay
do6 dac trong nha, chiing than thudc véi c6 hon nhitng thi trong chiéc xe phéan
tng nhanh cua don vi Kham nghiém Hién treong, ching giong nhitng nguoi
ban lau nam vay.

“Tinh hinh thé nao?” Pulaski héi.

“Pang tién trién.” Sachs 1am bam tra 10i. “Anh tim ra cadch han dét nhap
chua?”

“T6i da kiém tra trén mai. Khong c6 16i vao. Du ngudi cia Algonquin néi
sao di nita, t6i van nghi phai la tir dwdi dat. To6i sé kiém tra cac miéng cong
va tang ham xung quanh day. Chwa boc 16 mot 16i rd rang nao, nhung nhw chi
ndi thi cling la tin tiéc tot r6i. Han c6 1é da hoi bi ty tin qua. Néu ching ta
may man, ching ta sé phat bién dwgc bang chitng hitu ich.”

Qua microphone cta Sachs, Rhyme nghe thay cau binh luan va néi, “Phai,
cau tan binh. Cé diéu dirng chd doi may man.”
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“R0, thwa sép.”

“Va cling dirng cudi tw man nhw thé. Toi trong thdy r6i.”

Guong mat Pulaski tré nén nghiém chinh. Cau ta quén mat Rhyme dang
dung Amelia Sachs dé thay mat, tai va chan minh. Cau ta quay budc di, tiép
tuc tim kiém 16i lot vao tram dién cta thu pham.

Trd lai bén trong cung vGi dung cu cia minh, Sachs vu6t ching tir trén
xuong bang nhitng tdm dinh dé 1ay di hét moi dau vét c6 thé lam anh huwdng
dén hién treong. Co budc t6i sat aptomat, vi tri sgi cap cta ké tdn cong dugc
dau noi bang hai bu 16ng. C6 bat dau vuon tay ra cam doan day tran. Ban tay
di gang bat giac dung lai tredc khi cham vao né. Co6 nhin cham cham doan
day tran 1ap 16e yéu 6t duwdi anh sang ngon den deo trudc tran minh.

“Sachs?” gigng Rhyme khién c6 giat minh.

Co6 khong tra 10i. Tam tri c6 hién 1én 16 thung trén cay cot, nhitng giot thép
nong chdy chét nguwdi, nhitng 16 thung trén thi thé ctia nan nhan tré tudi.

Cdc duong ddy cat dién roi...

Nhung nhd ¢6 cam vao doan day kim loai va c6 nguwdi ngoi cach day hai
hay ba dam trong mot buong diéu khién tién nghi lai quyét dinh cho dong
dién chay qua n6? Bon gidn la nhan mét cai nit, chang biét gi vé cudc kham
nghiém nay?

Va quy tha ma bat céi ac-quy chét tiét kia dang nam & cho nao?

“Chung ta can mang chitng ct vé day.” Rhyme néi.

“Phéi.” Sachs luon dau co 1é vao bao nilon dé moi dau vét trén dung cu
khong chuyén sang cac dai 6c hay o6c vit va bi lan 16n v&i dau vét cua thu
pham. C6 vuon ngudi ra phia tredce, chi thoang lwdng v khi bat co 1é vao bu
16ng thit nhat. Gang sttc mot cht, o6 thdo long dwoc no ra, thao tdc nhanh hét
mutc c6 thé, c nghi sé cam thay chdy rat bt ¢t ltic nao, tuy co6 do rang vdi
dién ap cao nhw thé c6 sé hoan toan chang cam thdy gi ma ngay lap tic bi
giat chét dw du.

Lat sau, bu 16ng th hai dugc thao 1éng va c6 rit sgi cap khdi cho dau noi.
CO cudn sgi cap lai, boc bang tdam nhya. Bo bu 16ng va dai 6c vao mot chiéc
tui dung ching ctt. Co dat nhitng thi* nay ngoai cta tram dién cho Pulaski
hodc cac ky thuat vién thu nhéan, sau dé tré vao tiép tuc cudc ra soat. Nhin
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xuong san, co thdy thém cac dau chan c6 vé phu hgp véi dau chan co6 nghi la
cta doi twgng.

Co nghénh nghénh dau.

“Em dang lam anh chong hét cd mat, Sachs a.” Co ty hdi minh va héi
Rhyme, “Cai gi vay?”

“Em nghe thay gi a?”

“Vang, anh khong nghe thay a?”

“Nghe thay thi anh da khong hoi.”

Co vé la tiéng téc téc. Sachs buwdc dén chinh gitta tram dién va nhin qua
lan can xu6ng khodng khong gian t6i om bén duéi.

Tri twdng twgng caa co chang?

Khong, am thanh dy khong thé nao nham lan dugc.

“Anh qua c6 nghe thay r6i.” Rhyme noi.

“N6 vong lén tr bén dudi, tir tang ham.”

Tiéng toc téc déu dan. Khong giong am thanh do con ngudi phat ra.

Mot thiét bi n6 hen gid chang? Sachs ban khoan ty hoi. Va co lai nghi téi
mot cai bay. Thu pham rat khon ngoan. Han biét mot doi kham nghiém hién
trrong sé no luc hét sirc dé ra soat tram dién. Han muén ngan chan ho. Co
chia sé nhitng y nghi d6 vG6i Rhyme.

Anh noéi, “Nhwng néu han dat mét cai bay, tai sao han khong dat gan sgi
cap?”

Ho dong thoi di dén cung mot két luan, nhung Rhyme la nguwdi noi ra, “Vi
c6 moi de doa nao do6 16n hon cho han dwéi tang ham.” R6i Rhyme phan tich,
“Néu dién da cat, thit gi tao nén am thanh kia?”

“Co6 vé khong phai theo nhip tich tac dau, Rhyme. C6 thé khong phai thiét
bi hen gio,” Sachs cang mat nhin qua lan can, than trong khéng cham vao céac
ong kim loai.

Rhyme néi, “T6i qua, anh chang nhin thay gi may.”

“Em sé kiém tra xem sao.” Va Sachs bat dau di xudng 16i cau thang xoan
oc.

Cau thang kim loagi.
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Ba mét, bon mét rudi, siu mét. Anh séng tit cidc béng dén halogen chiéu
ngau nhién vao mot s6 mang twong duwdi nay, nhung chi la phan phia bén
trén. O vi tri thdp hon, moi vat déu t6i tim, khoi dong lai day ddc. Sachs
khong hit sau vao dugc va phéi ¢6 gang lam dé khdi ngat thd. Khi c6 xudng
dén day, cach tang chinh ding bang chiéu cao hai tang nha, c6 hau nhw khong
nhin thdy gi cd, ngon den thg mo phan chiéu lai mat c6. Tuy nhién, do la
nguon anh sang duy nhat ma co6 cé. Co6 quay dau, soi ngon dén ti* bén nay
sang bén kia, nhan ra v6 s6 nhitng cai hop, may méc, day dg va bang dién
phu kin cac birc twong.

Sachs do dv, vo vo khau sting. R6i budc khéi bac thang cudi cung.

Co0 thd hon hén khi mot con dau ddi doc 1én trén nguoi.

“Sachs! Gi thé?”

Sachs da khong biét 1a san bi ngap t6i ba gang tay nuwéc mudi lanh bang.
Co0 chang thé nao nhin dugc qua 16p khoi day dac.

“Nuwdc, Rhyme. Em khong lwdng tridc. Va nhin nay!” Sachs déi anh mat
vao mot cai 6ng dang ro ri, & cao hon dau co6 chirng ba mét.

D6 chinh la am thanh kia. Chang phai tiéng tich tac, ma la tiéng nuédc nho
giot. Y twdng vé nudc bén trong mot tram dién that qué phi Iy - va qua nguy
hiém - dén noi c6 da khong nghi rang no la nguén goc ctia am thanh kia.

“Vivuno a?”

“Khong. Han khoan mdt cai Hai cdi. Nuéc cling dang chdy xudng doc
theo twong, ddy la nguyén nhan khién san bi ngap.”

Chang phai nwdc cling dan dién tot nhu kim loai sao? Sachs ban khoan tu
héi.

Va c6 dang ding trong cd mot bé nudc, ngay canh day day nhg, 6 cam va
moi noi phia bén trén tdm bién dé:

NGUY HIEM: 138.000 VOLT.

Giong Rhyme khién Sachs giat minh. “Han gay ngap tang ham nham pha
hay chirng c.”
“Phai.”
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“Sachs, gi kia? Anh khong nhin thay ro. Cai hop kia. Cai hop to dy. Nhin
sang bén phai di... Pung roi, day. Cai gi day?”

A, 16t cudc thi day.

“Ac-quy, Rhyme. Ac-quy dy phong.”

“NO c6 dién khong?”

“Ho bao c6. Nhung em khong...”

Sachs 16i lai gan hon va nhin xuéng. Bong ho trén ac-quy cho thay ding la
né co6 dién. Thyc té, doi v6i Sachs, trong né c6 vé dang qua tai. Kim dong ho
vrot mitc mot tram phan tram. R6i ¢6 nhé mot diéu khac ma ngudi cua
Algonquin da noi: yén tam, no da dugc boc mi cach dién.

Trr phi n6 khong dwgc boc. Sachs biét mii cach dién ac-quy hinh dang ra
sao, va cai ac-quy nay chang cé mii cach dién nao ca. Hai cyc kim loai, néi
v0i hai sgi cap day, bi 10 ra.

“Nuwéc dang dang 1én. Vai phut nita sé 1én dén cac cyc.”

“Liéu dién c6 dn dé tao ra mot vu né hé quang?”

“Em khong biét, Rhyme.”

“Phai dd.” Anh thi tham. “Han sé st dung mot vu nd6 ho quang dé pha huay
cai gi dé dan chung ta téi v6i han. Cai gi d6 han khong thé dem di hoac
khong thé pha hay khi han c6 mat tai d6. Em c6 thé khéa nwéc lai khong?”

Sachs nhin Iwét xung quanh. “Em khéng trong thiy cai voi nao... Dgi mot
phut.”

Sachs tiép tuc xem xét tang ham. “Du sao, em ciing khong trong thay thi
gi han muon pha huay.” Nhung r6i c6 da phat hién ra: Ngay dang sau ac-quy,
cach nén khodng mot tram hai mwoi centimet, c6 mot cira kiém soat. No
khong 16n, hinh vuéng, moi canh khoang bon muwai lam centimet.

“Pay, Rhyme. Day la 16i han d6t nhap vao tram dién.”

“Phia bén kia at phai la mot cai cong hodac mot dwong ham dat ong ky
thuat. Nhung dé day da. Pulaski cé thé lan dén dugc tir ngoai pho. Cit roi
khoi day da.”

“Khong, Rhyme, hay nhin no, né thyc sy rat hep. Han at phai trwon qua.
N6 chac chan cé lwu gitt mot s6 dau vét hitu ich, chac chan cé. Soi vai, toc,
c6 thé 1a ADN. Néu khong tai sao han muén pha huy n6?”
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Rhyme ludng ly. Anh biét Sachs néi ding vé viéc bao toan chitng ci, tuy
nhién anh khong mudn c6 gap phai mot vu né ho quang thi hai.

Co 16i lai gan hon canh ctra. Nhung khi c6 tién dén, doi chan c6 tao nén
mot dwong ré nwdc nho va song suyt dap dénh 1én tGi ac-quy.

Co do nguoi ra.

“Sachs!”

“Suyt.” Co6 phai tap trung chu y. Ré chan tirng ti mét moi buwdc, co cé thé
gitt cho séng khong dang 1én tdi néc nguon dién. Tuy nhién, co thiy rang
minh chi con mot hay hai phit, nwdc sap stta cham cyc ac-quy roi.

St dung tua vit det dau, Sachs thdo khung d& canh ctra.

Luc bay gio nwdc da gan lén tdi néc ac-quy. Moi lan ¢6 vuon ngudi ra
phia treéc dé don lwe xoay nhitng chiéc 6c két son, lai xuat hién mot dot triéu
nho va nuwdc toi tham tran qua néc ac-quy roi rut xuéng.

Dién ap ac-quy tat nhién nhé hon duong day hang tram nghin volt da tao
nén tia Itta dién ngoai pho, nhwng c6 1€ doi twgng chang can gay thiét hai 16n
dén thé. Muc dich cta han chi 1a mot vu n6 du dé pha hdy canh ctra kiém soat
nay va moi bang chitng chita dung trong do.

Sachs mudn g& bang dugc canh ctra khon kiép.

“Sachs?” Rhyme thi thao.

Phét 10 anh. Phat 1o hinh anh nhitng cai 16 bi dot chay trong 16p thit min
cta nan nhan, nhitng giot nwéc mat kim loai néng chay...

R6t cudc thi chiéc 6c cudi cung ciing long ra. Son lau ngay giit khung ctra
& nguyén vi tri. Sachs nhét dau tua vit vao mép khung cira, dip manh ban tay
dang chuoi. Rac mot tiéng, khdi kim loai roi ra va c6 do 1dy. Ca khung lan
canh ctta nang hon c6 twéng, khién c6 suyt danh roi. Nhung roi ¢o da tru
chan ding dugc, ma khong gay ra con song than tran 1én ac-quy.

Qua 16 hong, Sachs trong thay dwong ham hep dat 6ng ky thuat, doi twgng
han da dung n6 lam 16i dot nhap tram dién ltc trudc.

Rhyme thi thao thic giuc, “Chui vao dwong ham di. N6 sé bdo vé em.
Nhanh!”

“Em dang c6.”
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Nhwng canh ctta khong dwa duwge qua 16 hong, tham chi du dwoc xoay
nghiéng di, vi n6 gan lién vdi khung. “Chang lam thé nao dwogc.” Sachs ndi,
giai thich khé khan minh gap phai. “Em sé di 1én 16i cau thang.”

“Khong, Sachs. Hay dé canh ctra lai. Roi khéi day theo duwong ham.”

“NO6 la mot chitng c@ qua hiru ich.”

Cam chat canh ctra, Sachs bat dau cudc thoat than, c6 106i vé phia cau
thang, chdc chdc lai ngoanh nhin hép ac-quy trong chirng. Co di chuyén nhoc
nhan, chdm chap. Tham chi nhw thé, méi budc chan van gay nén mot dot
song cham dén ria cyc ac-quy.

“Tinh hinh sao ro6i, Sachs?”

“Em gan dén do r6i.” Co thi thao, nhu thé néu noéi qua to séng sé dit doi
hon.

Co di dugc mira duwong dén cho cau thang thi nwéc dang 1én thanh nhitng
xo0dy nhé va cudn xung quanh cyc ac-quy thit nhat, réi cyc thit hai.

Khong c¢ tia Iwva dién.

Khong c6 gi.

Hai vai Sachs rii xu6ng, tim dap thinh thich.

“Bom xit r6i, Rhyme. Chuing ta chang phai...

Mot vang anh sang trang bung Ién khién c6 16a mat, cung vGi do la tiéng
gam khung khiép, va Amelia Sachs bi hat vang ra phia sau, chim dwégi bién
nwdc dang sg.
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Chuong 9

“Thom!”

Anh chang phu ta voi va di vao, can than quan sat Rhyme mot lwgt. “Co
chuyén gi vay? Anh cam thay thé nao?”

“Khong phai t6i.” Sép anh ta gat, mat md to, hat dau chi man hinh tréng
tron. “Amelia. Co ay dang & hién treong. Mot cai ac-quy... MGt tia lira dién
nita. Mat ca tiéng lan hinh. Hay goi Pulaski! Hay goi ai d6!”

Thom Reston nheo mat day lo lang, nhung anh ta von rat giau kinh
nghiém trong viéc cham séc sitc khoe, du khing hodng c6 nghiém trong thé
nao, anh ta van binh tinh thi hanh nhitng nhiém vu can thiét. Anh ta binh tinh
nhac dién thoai c6 dinh, nhin tap gidy ghi s6 dién thoai dat bén canh va nhan
mot phim goi tat.

Noi khiép sg khong tap trung & da day, ciing chang chay doc xuéng song
lung giong nhu, 9, giong nhu dién chay trong dwong day ha. Noi khiép sg lan
khap co thé va tam tri ngwoi ta, tham chi néu ngwoi ta cé bi liét. Rhyme titc
toi v6i chinh ban than minh. Pang 1é anh phdi yéu cau Sachs roi khoi day
ngay lic ho tréng thay hop ac-quy va thdy nwéc dang 1én. Anh luon ludn nhw
thé, qua chu y vao vu an, vao muc tiéu, vao viéc phat hién ra nhitng sgi vai bé
xiu, nhitng mau van tay, hay bat ci¢ th gi dwa anh tiép can gan hon tha
pham... t6i n6i quén mat ca y nghia nam khuat l1ap phia sau: Anh dang dua
gion vdi tinh mang con nguoi.

Tai sao? Hay nhin thvong tich chinh anh dang ganh chiu. Anh ti'ng la mot
dai iy cia S& Canh sat New York, phu trach bo phan Diéu tra, va dang dich
than kham nghiém hién truong, dang khom lwng nhdt mot sgi vai viong trén
mot thi thé, khi thanh xa ay sap xuong, thay d6i vinh vién cudc doi anh.

https://thuviensach.vn



Bay gio, cling cai thai do ay - thai do anh truyén sang cho Amelia Sachs -
c6 1é da dan dén diéu tham chi con t6i té hon: Co co thé da chét roi.

Thom két n6i dugc dién thoai.

“Ai day?” Rhyme héi, nhin cham cham nguwdi phu tad. “Cau dang noi
chuyén vdi ai day? Co dy khong sao chi?”

Thom gio mot ban tay len.

“Nhu thé nghia la sao? Nhw thé c6 thé nghia la thé nao?” Rhyme cam thay
mot dong mo hoéi chdy doc xudng tran. Anh nhan ra minh dang thé gap hon.
Tim anh nén thinh thich, tuy anh cam thay diéu d6 ¢ ham va c6, chi chang
phai & 16ng nguc, tat nhién.

Thom noi, “Dé la Ron. Cau ta dang ¢ tram dién.”

“Cau ta dang & dau to6i biét me n6 réi. Nhung chuyén gi dang dién ra?”

“Pa c6... mot sy viéc bat ngo. D6 la thong tin ho cung cap.”

Su viéc bat ngo...

“Amelia dau?”

“Ho dang kiém tra. C6 mot s ngwoi dang & trong tram dién. Ho nghe thay
tiéng no.”

“T61 biét da c6 mot vu no6. T6i tan muc sé thi!”

Anh mét ngudi phu ta dao vé phia Rhyme. “Liéu anh... anh cam thay thé
nao?”

“Purng hoi cau ay nita. Chuyén gi dang dién ra & hién treong?”

Thom tiép tuc sam soi mat Rhyme. “Mat anh dang dé birng.”

“To6i 6n.” Nha hinh sy hoc néi diém tinh, dé chang thanh nién tdp trung
vao cudc dién thoai. “That ma.”

ROi nguwoi phu td ngoeo dau di va treéc noi khiép s¢g cia Rhyme, anh ta
trong that cirng coi, doi vai hoi nho lén.

Khong...

“Pugc roi.” Thom néi vao dién thoai.

“Puogc roi cai gi?” Nha hinh sy hoc quat.

Thom phét 10 sép minh. “Cho t6i thong tin.” R6i, kep dién thoai gitta vai
va c0, anh ta bat dau go ban phim may tinh chi ctia phong thi nghiém.

Man hinh bat sang.
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Rhyme da mat vé diém tinh gia vo va sap stta mat hét kiém soat thi trén
man hinh hién ra mot Amelia Sachs xem chuwng khong thwong tich gi, tuy
nguoi wot sting. Nhitng sgi téc do bam trén mat c6 giong nhitng sgi tdo bién
bam trén nguwoi mot thg lan scuba. (tho Idn co binh khi nén)

“Xin 16i, Rhyme, em danh mat camera lic bi roi xuéng nwéc.” Co6 ho sac
sua va lay tay lau trdn, xong xem xét cac ngén tay vdi vé tém lgm. Nhitng ct?
dong giat cuc.

Cai thé phao nhe nhom ngay 1ap tic thay thé noi khiép sg, tuy con tic toi
- d6i vai ban than anh - thi van con.

Sachs dang nhin cham cham ra, cé chut gi ky la, &nh mat chi huwéng chung
chung vé phia anh. “Em dang dung laptop cia mét nhan vién Algonquin. N6
c6 camera cai bén trong. Anh nhin thay em khong?”

“Co, c6. Nhung em 6n chi?”

“Chi hit phai mot it nwdc kha kinh tdm. Con thi em 6n.”

Rhyme hoi, “Chuyén gi xay ra vay? Tia ho quang...”

“Khoéng phai tia ho quang. Ac-quy khong bi ding vao muc dich dy. Nguoi
dan ong tir Algonquin bdo em rang khong c6 dua dién ap. Viéc dé6i twgng lam
la tao mot qua bom. Xem chirng c6 thé tao bom bang ac-quy. Bit kin cac 16
thong hoi va cho né qua tai. Nhw thé sé lam san sinh khi hydro. Khi nwéc 1én
t@i cac cuc, nd gay dodn mach va tia lira dién dot chay khi hydro. Day la sy
viéc da dién ra.”

“Thé em da bao nhan vién y té kham cho chwa?”

“Khong, khong can. Tiéng no nghe to nhung vu n6 khong nghiém trong.
Em chi bi mot s6 manh nhya ti* vo boc cdc mady moc vang vao. Tham chi
khong hé bam giap gi. Sttc n6 hat vang em xudng, nhung em gio dugc canh
ctra Ién, n6 khong hé cham nwdc. Em nghi n6 khong bi anh huéng 1am dau.”

“Tot, Ame...” Giong Rhyme ngung lai. Vi ly do nao day, ti*t nhiéu nam
nay gitta ho da hinh thanh mot sy duy tdm ngdm ngam: khong bao gio goi
nhau bang tén. Anh lo lang khi suyt goi c6 bang tén. “T6t. Vay day la cach
han dot nhap vao.”

“Chac chan.”
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Lic ay, Rhyme nhéan ra Thom dang di vé phia bitc twong. Anh chang phu
ta v6i ldy may do huyét 4p va quan né xung quanh canh tay Rhyme.

“Pirng lam viéc dy...”

“Yén lang!” Thom quat, bat Rhyme khong dugc mé& mom. “Mat anh dang
doé birng va anh dang va mé6 hoi.”

“Vi chiing t6i vira gap mot sy viéc bat ngd chét tiét ¢ hién truong vu an,
Thom a.”

“Anh c6 dau dau khong?”

Anh cd. Nhung dap, “Khong.”

“Dirng néi doi!”

“Hoi théi. Khong van dé gi.”

Thom dat bop mot phat cai 6ng nghe vao tay Rhyme “Xin 16i Amelia. Toi
can anh dy yén lang trong ba mwoi gidy.”

“Pugc thdi.”

Rhyme lai bat dau phan doéi, nhwng roi anh quyét dinh rang huyét ap caa
minh dwgc do cang nhanh, anh cang s6m cé thé tré vé vdi cong viéc.

Anh v6 cam quan sat vong bit dan dan phong lén va Thom lang nghe khi
hoi dwgc dé xi ra. Anh ta thao khoa dan danh soat mét cai. “Huyét ap cao
ddy. T6i mudn dam béo la n6 khong cao hon nita. Bay gid thi toi sé san soc
may viéc.”

Mot uyén ngtt lich thiép cho chuyén ma Rhyme cit goi toac ra la chuyén
“cit dai.”

Sachs hoi, “Tinh hinh dang do6 thé nao, Thom? Moi viéc 6n ch?”

“U.” Rhyme khé khin 1&m méi c6 thé gitt giong diém tinh. Va gidu di
thire t€ 1a anh bong dwng cam thdy minh yéu &t mot cach ky la, tuy anh
khong xac dinh dugc do 1a vi Sachs suyt gdp nan hay la vi tinh trang stc khoe
cua minh.

Anh cling cdm thdy xau ho nita.

Thom néi, “Anh 4y da bi tang huyét ap. Té6i muén anh ay nging noi
chuyén diéen thoai.”

“Bon em sé mang chitng c vé, Rhyme. Nwra tiéng nita, bon em sé co
mat.”
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Thom sap stra ngat cudc goi thi Rhyme cam thady mot cai go nhe trong dau
- mot cai gé vé nhan thirc, khong phai vé thé chat. Anh quat, “Hang khoan!”
N6 c6 nghia la ménh 1énh cho ca Thom lan Sachs.

“Khong” Anh chang phu t4 phan doi.

“Xin cau. Thom. Chi hai phut. Viéc nay quan trong.”

Mac du ré rang nghi ngo 16i khan khoan lich sy kia, Thom van mién
cudng gat dau.

“Ron dang tim xem thd pham chui vao dwong ham & chd nao, phai
khong?”

“Phai.”

“Cau ta c6 do khong?”

Hinh anh nhiéu va giat cuc ctia Sachs quay nhin xung quanh, “Cé.”

“Bao cau ta ra néi trudc camera.”

Rhyme nghe thdy Sachs goi chang canh sat. Lat sau, cau ta ngbi xudng,
nhin cham cham vao man hinh. “Da, thwa sép?”

“Cau phat hién dugc cho han chui vao dudng ham nam phia sau tram dién
chua?”

“Rui a.”

“Rui a? Cau noi kiéu gi ddy, cau tan binh.”

“Xin 16i. Roi a.”

“Cho nao?”

“Co6 mot cai cong trong con hém trén pho. Ctia Bién lyc Alganquiru. N6 la
16i ti€p can cac dwong 6ng hoi nuwdc. Ban than n6 khong dan dén tram dién.
Nhung vao sau bén trong khodng sau mét co6 thé la chin mét, t6i phat hién
dwge mot lwdi sat. Ké nao dé da cat mat mot 6. Pa rong dé chui qua. N6 da
dwgc dat lai, nhung t6i van nhan ra.”

“M6i cat a?”

“M6i.”

“V1 cac mép chua bi gi?”

“Vang. N6 dan dén dwong ham nay. N6 thyc sy rat cii. Co 1é dé chuyén
than hay gi d6 tir 1au roi. D6 1a 16i chay tdi cai civa kiém soat Amelia phat
hién ra. T6i da ¢ dau duwong ham va tréng thay anh sang khi chi ay thao cai
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ctra. T6i nghe thay dc-quy no va chi dy hét 1én. T6i bo tGi cho chi ay ngay lap
tirc, qua dwong ham.”

St cuc can tan bién. “Cam on, Pulaski.”

MGt thoang lung ting. Nhitng 16i khen cia Rhyme hiém hoi téi noi anh
nhan ra rang moi ngwoi hoan toan khong biét phai xtr sy thé nao véi ching.

“Tuy nhién, tdi da can than tranh pha héng hién trudong qua nhiéu.”

“Pé citu lay tinh mang moi nguwdi, thi lam anh hwéng sao cling dugc. Hay
ghi nhé diéu do.”

“R0.”

Nha hinh sy hoc tiép tuc, “Cau da kham nghiém hién treong cai cong, va
cho han cat lwdi sat réi chir? Ca dwong ham nira?”

“Vang, thwa sép.”

“Phat hién dugc gi khong?”

“Chi c6 diu chan. Nhung t6i thu dau vét roi!”

“Chung ta sé xem né néi 1én diéu gi.”

Thom tham thi giong kién quyét, “Lincoln?”

“MGt phut nira théi. Cau tan binh, bay gio téi can cau lam viéc nay. Cau
trong thdy tiém an hay tiém ca phé bén kia phd, doi dién tram dién chi?”

Chang canh sat ngoanh nhin phia tay phai. “T6i trong thdy réi..! Hang
khoan, lam sao sép biét c6 cai tiém ¢ d6?”

“0, sau mot lan toi dao choi loanh quanh 4y ma.” Rhyme cudi khoai tra
tra 10i.

“T0i...” chang trai do birng mat.

“T6i biét, vi phai c6 mot cai tiém ¢ dé. Poi twgng cta ching ta muén quan
sat dugc tram dién khi thye hién vu tan cong. Han sé chang tai nao quan sat
duwoc t mot phong khach san vi sé phai dang ky, hay tv mot toa van phong vi
nhu thé qua dang ngo. Han sé ¢ mot cho c6 thé ngo6i thoai mai.”

“Q, toi hiéu roi. SEp mudn néi ring vé mit tdm 1y, han thich ngdm phao
hoa.”

Thoi diém cua nhitng 101 khen da két thic. “Lay Chua, ciu tan binh, dé la
chuyén ho so tdm ly toi pham. Thai do cua t6i vé ho so tam ly t6i pham nhw
thé nao ha?”
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“0... Sép khong hén 1a mot ngwdi hAm mo cudng nhiét nhitng thit dy.”

Rhyme bat gap Sachs, ¢ phia sau, dang mim cuoi.

“Han can quan sat xem thiét bi cia minh hoat dong ra sao.

“Han da sang ché dugc mot loai vii khi doc nhat vo nhi. Tia ltta dién do
chang phai thit han cé thé thit nghiém ngoai bai ban sting truong.

“Han phdi diéu chinh dién ap va cac aptomat ngay trong qua trinh thuyc
hién. Han phai bao ddm rang n6 phéng chinh xac vao thoi diém chiéc xe buyt
dang dirng. Han bat dau thao ting mdy tinh kiém soat lwdi dién lic mudi mot
gi® hai muoi phit va trong vong mudi phut tat ca két thic. Hay di n6i chuyén
v0i quan ly tiém an...”

“Tiém ca phe.”

“Tiém ca phé. Va héi xem c06 ai trong tiém ngo6i gan ctra s6 mot lic truedc
khi xdy ra vu n6 khéng. Han da ngay lap tic roi khoi tiém, tride Iic canh sat
va citu héa dén. O, va héi xem ho c6 duwong truyén Internet bing thong rong
khong, ai la nha cung cap.

Thom, lic bay gio da di gang tay, dang td ct chi sot rudot. Chuyén cut
dai...

Pulaski noéi, “Ro, thwra sép.”

“Va tiép theo...”

Chang canh sat tré tudi ngat 16i, “Phong téa tiém ca phé, kham nghiém
hién trwong.”

“Chinh x4c, cau tan binh. R6i ca cau va Sachs, tr¢ vé cang sém cang tot.”

Mot trong nhitng ngén tay con dong day dugc cua Rhyme go nhe mot cai
két thic cudc dién thoai, va v6i mot phan triéu gidy nhan phim goi tat tdi
Thom.

https://thuviensach.vn



Chuong 10

Mién dam may, Fred Dellray dang ngam nghi.

Nhé lai lic Phé Trwdng van phong Tucker McDaniel mdéi tGi gilt ghé &
van phong FBI New York, tap trung linh va néi chuyén duéi hinh thirc 1én
16p, twong tw nhw vira néi chuyén tai nha Rhyme treeée ddy vai tiéng dong ho,
vé nhitng phwong thitc théng tin lién lac méi ma bon t6i pham hién nay st
dung, vé cach cong nghé phat trién tang toc tao thém thuan lgi cho chiing va
kho khan cho ta.

Mién dam may...

Tat nhién, Dellray hiéu khai niém nay. Nguwoi ta chang thé nao lam viéc
trong linh viyre thye thi phap luat ma khong biét dén nhitng phwong thic tiép
can cong nghé cao ctia McDaniel dé tim kiém va tébm c6 bon t6i pham.
Nhwng anh ta biét khong c6 nghia la anh ta thich. Khéng hé. Ly do chu yéu vi
nhitng gi ma cum tir do dai dién - n6 twgng trung cho nhitng thay doi can ban,
6 thé c6 tinh tan ph4, trong cudc doi moi nguoi.

Va ca nhitng thay déi trong cudc doi anh ta.

Trén chuyén tau dién ngam chay tGi khu vuc trung tam thanh pho trong
budi chiéu quang dang nay, Dellray nghi dén cha minh, mot gido sw & Dai
hoc Marymount Manhattan, tdc gid cua vai cudn sach viét vé cac nha phé
binh van héa va triét gia My goc Phi. Nguwoi dan 6ng dé da dé dang budc vao
gidi hoc thuat tir tuéi ba muoi va khong bao gid budc ra. Ong qua ddi bén
chinh chiéc ban 6ng coi la nha su6t mdy muwoi nam, guc xuéng nhitng ban in
thit to tap chi do 6ng sang 1ap khi vu am sat Martin Luther King van con chia
phai trong tam tri nhan dan toan thé gigi.
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Thoi cha anh ta con song, chinh tri da c6 sy thay d6i manh mé: sy sup do
cta cht nghia cong san, vét thwong phan biét ching tdc, sy xudt hién ctia cac
ké thu phi quoc gia. Mdy tinh thay thé cho may chi*. Kénh truyén hinh tang ttr
bon, cong thém tan s6 UHF, 1én hang tram. Nhung phong cach song ctia con
ngwoi hau nhw khong hé c6 thay doi can ban nao. Cha cta Dellray da thanh
danh trong gigi hoc thuat khép kin no6i chung, gidi triét hoc noi riéng, va, 6,
ong da muon biét bao con trai 6ng ciing di theo hwéng do, nghién ciru ban
chét ctia sy ton tai va dic tinh con ngudi. Ong da trit vao con trai minh cing
mot tinh yéu.

O mifc do nao day, 6ng da thanh cong. Hay dit cac cau hoi, dic biét thong
minh, sac sdo, chang trai tré Fred da thuc sw boc 10 niém say mé doi v6i nhan
loai dwdi tat ca cac hién than caa no6: triét ly siéu hinh, than hoc, tam ly hoc,
nhan thitc luan, dao dic va chinh tri. Anh ta say mé tat cd. Nhwng chi sau mot
thang lam chan phu ta & truong dai hoc, anh sinh vién mgi t6t nghiép nhan ra
rang minh sé phat dién néu tai nang khong dwgc dwa vao st dung trong thuc
té.

Va khong bao gio lui budc, anh ta tim kiém hinh thitc tng dung tam ly
hoc an twgng nhat, quyét liét nhat minh c6 thé nghi téi.

Tham gia lyc lvgng FBI.

Thay doi...

Cha anh ta da ty hoa giai v&i cau con trai boi giao, va ho lai cung nhau tan
hwéng nhitng budi uéng ca phé, nhitng cudc di dao dai trong Cong vién Trién
Vong va qua dé ho nhan ra rang, mac du phong thi nghiém va k¥ thuat cia ho
c6 khac nhau, nhung quan diém va sy hiéu biét ctia ho thi chang khac biét.

DPac tinh con ngwai... da dwgc cha quan sat, viét ra, va duwge con tryc tiép
trai nghiém.

Duwéi dang thitc nhitng nhiém vu bi mat. Sy to mo cao do va hiéu biét vé
ban chat cudc song cua Fred khién anh ta c6 kha nang bién thanh bat ci ai
mot cach rat ty nhién. Khac v6i hau hét cac canh sat chim, ky nang dién va
thé loai vai dién han ché, Fred c6 kha nang hoéa than thuc sw vao bat cit vai
dién nao.
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Mot 1an, khi Dellray dang cai trang thanh mot ngwoi dan ong vo gia cu
trén duwong pho New York, cach khong xa tdoa nha Co quan Diéu tra Lién
bang, Ph6 Trwdng van phong phu trach van phong FBI Manhattan lic bay
gio, sép cua Dellray, budc ngay qua, thda mot dong hai mwoi lam xu vao cai
coc, tuyét doi khong nhan ra anh ta.

Mot trong nhitng 10i khen dang gia nhat ma anh ta ti'ng nhan.

MGt con tac ké hoa. Tuan nay, la con nghién ma tiy da lén con vat va.
Tuan sau, la dai dién ngoai giao cia Nam Phi dang ban nhitng bi mat hat
nhan. R6i mot phu ta cho lanh tu HG6i gido Somali, gieo rac long cam thu
nuéc My cung hang tram cau kinh Koran.

Dellray s@ hitu may chuc bd trang phuc, mua hodc ty sira lay, gio dé chat
ctirng dudi tang ham ngoi nha & Brooklyn ma anh ta va Serena da tau vai nam
trwdc. Anh ta da dat dugc nhitng tién bo trong sw nghiép, diéu dé la tit yéu
do6i véi mot ngwoi cé nod lue, c6 ky nang, va hoan toan khong c6 mong mudn
dam choc sau lung dong nghiép. Bay gio, Dellray cht yéu quan ly cac mét vu
khac cua FBI va cac déi twgng tay trong cung cap thong tin - con duwgc goi la
cac doi twgng chi diém - tuy thinh thoang anh ta van tric ti€p hoa than thure
hién nhiém vu. Va van yéu cong viéc nhw thud ban dau.

Nhung roi xuat hién sy thay doi ay.

Mién dam may...

Dellray khong pht nhan rang ca nguoi tot lan ké xdu déu dang tré nén
thong minh hon, thanh thao cong nghé hon. Sy thay doi la hién nhién:
HUMINT, tinh bado con ngudi - thanh qua cua tin titc dwgce thu thap qua tiép
xuc gitta con nguwdi vGi con ngudi - dang nhudng ché cho SIGINT, tinh bao
tin hiéu.

Nhung n6 la mot hién twong khién Dellray hoan toan khong cam thay
thodi mai. Thoi con tré, Serena da c6 gang trd thanh ca si hat tinh khic. Co
c6 tai nhdy mda bam sinh, ti* ba 1é cho téi jazz hay cac thé loai hién dai, co
chi khong co6 kha nang hat. B6i véi cac dit liéu, con s6 va cong nghé thuc thi
phap luat mdi, Dellray chang khac gi.

Anbh ta tiép tuc chi dao cac tay trong, tu cdi trang tham nhap, va dat dugc
két qua. Nhung tredc McDaniel va nhém C va T cua anh ta - 6, xin 16i, nhom
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Cong nghé va Thong tin Lién lac - thi Dellray 16i thoi nay cam thdy, 6, cam
thdy minh qua cii ky. Vién Phé Trudng van phong la mot ngudi sac sdo, lam
viéc nhiét tinh, sdu mwoi tiéng dong hé moi tuan, va la nguwdi san sang dau
tranh noi bo, anh ta sé ding lén bdo vé quan cia minh treéc Tong thong
trong treong hgp can thiét. Cac ky thudt cta anh ta cling da phat huy tac
dung. Thang trudc, nguoi cia McDaniel thu thap dugc thong tin tiv nhitng
cudc dién thoai ma héa da dé dinh vi mét co sé Hoi gido cuc doan nam ngoai
vi Milwauke.

Thong diép gui t6i Dellray va cac mat vu 16p truée kha ro rang: Thoi cta
cac anh sap qua roi.

Anh ta van cam thay dau sau 10i chi trich, c6 thé khong phai c6 y, dugc
dua ra trong cugc hop tai phong thi nghiém ctia Rhyme.

Thoi, ctt tiép tuc diéu tra, Fred. Anh dang lam tot ddy. ..

Co nghia 1a, t6i tham chi khong hé chd doi anh sé tim thay bat cit manh
moi nao dan dén Cong ly cho va Rahman.

Co 1é McDaniel da ding khi chi trich. Suy cho cung, Dellray dang nam
trong tay mét mang lwdi cung cap tin titc bi mat qua t6t dé theo doi cac hoat
dong khing bo. Anh ta gap g& ho thuong xuyén. Anh ta tadc dong tich cuc tdi
tat ca, cung cap cac bién phap bao vé cho nhitng ké so sét, khan gidy Kleenex
cho nhitng giot nwdc mat toi 16i, tién mat dé sinh nhai, va cho ném don ca thé
chat lan tinh than do6i v4i nhitng ké ma, nhw ba ctia Dellray hay noéi, khong
biét minh la ai.

Nhung moi théng tin anh ta thu thdp dwgc vé nhitng am muu khing b,
tham chi chi mé&i ¢ giai doan phoi thai, khong c6 gi lién quan t&i Cong ly cho
Rahman hay mét tia Itvra dién khon kiép.

Va dén day, ngudi ctia McDaniel da tao mot tai khoan do va xac dinh dugc
moi de doa thyc sy ma chang phai nhac mong khéi ghé.

Gidng nhv nhitng may bay khong nguoi 14i & Trung Dong va Afghanistan
chang? Cac anh biét la phi cong diéu khién nhitng may bay nay ngéi ngay
bén canh day ctra hang mua sam & Colorado Springs hay Omaha thoi. ..

Dellray ciing con mot moi lo lang khac, mot mai lo lang bat dau nay sinh
xung quanh thoi diém anh chang McDaniel tré trung xuat hién: Cé 1é don
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gian la anh ta da qua thoi tai ba roi.

Co6 18 Rahman da & ngay treéc miii anh ta. Cé 1€ cac thanh vién nam ving
cia Cong ly cho da nghién cttu ky thuat diéu khién mang lwéi dién &
Brooklyn hay New Jersey cling giong nhu cai cach khéng tac vu 11/9 tirng
nghién ctru ky thuat bay vay.

R6i mot chuyén nita: Anh ta phai thita nhan gan day minh hay bi mat tap
trung. Mot chuyén thudc vé Cudc Doi Kia cua anh ta, dé 1a cai cach anh ta
goi no, cudc doi cta anh ta véi Serena ma anh ta von van gitt cho né tach roi
khoi nhitng céng viéc dwong pho, nhw ngudi ta dé xang va lita ¢ xa nhau.
Mot chuyén kha quan trong: Fred Dellray gio day da lam cha. Nam ngoai,
Serena sinh mot cau con trai. Trwdc khi sinh con, ho da cung ban bac, va c6
khang khang rang tham chi sau khi difa tré ra doi, Dellray van sé khong thay
doi nghé nghiép. Tham chi néu n6 dinh liu téi thé gidi ngam day ray nguy
hiém. C6 hiéu cong viéc dinh hinh nén con nguwdi anh ta ciing giéng nhw
nhitng buéc nhay dinh hinh nén con ngwdi co vay, roét cude thi doi vdi anh ta,
phai ngoi dang sau ban gidy con nguy hiém hon.

Nhung viéc lam cha da khién anh ta, trong vai tro mdt mat vu, thay doi
chang? Dellray mong ngong nhitng luc dugc dwa Preston di cong vién hay
vao ctra hiéu vdi minh, cho thang bé an, doc sach cho né. (Serena trueéc dé da
vao phong tré, vira cudi 16n vira diu dang 14y khoi ban tay dai nghéu cua
Dellray cudn tuyén ngon chu nghia hién sinh cta Kierkegaard: Sy sg¢ hai va
con run ray, thay thé bang cuén Chuc chi Hang ngt ngon. Dellray chwa tirtng
nhan ra rang tham chi & Itta tudi nho nhw thé, ngon tr cling co gia tri.)

Tau dién ngam dirng tai West Village, hanh khach héi ha 1én tau.

Theo ban nang, chat dac vu trong con ngudi anh ta ngay 1ap titc cha y téi
bon dé6i twong: Hai dbi twgng gan nhw chac chan la dan moéc tii, mot thang
oat dang thu mét con dao thai hay dao tr6 gi ddy, va mot thwong nhan tré mo
h6i mo6 ké nhé nhai, 4p ban tay giit tii 4o chat dén noi néu khong can than
han sé lam rach toac goi cocaine.

Puong pho... Fred Dellray say mé duong pho biét bao.

Nhung bon doéi twong nay khong lién quan gi t6i nhiém vu cua anh ta va
anh ta dé bon ho chim dan xudng duwédi dong suy nghi, trong lic ty nhu: Puoc
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r6i, may dang c6 van dé. May da dé hut mat Rahman, may da dé hut mat
Cong ly cho. Nhung thwong vong va thiét hai rat it. McDaniel trich thuwong,
song chrra bién may thanh ké gio dau chiu bang. Biéu ma mét nguwdi khac co6
1é da chang chan chur gi.

Dellray van c6 thé tim ra manh moi déi twgng chwa xac dinh va ngan chén
han thye hién nhitng cudc tan cong kinh khung khac. Dellray van cé thé xay
dap lai hinh dnh cua ban than.

O bén tiép theo, anh ta roi khéi tau va bt dau di bd vé phia dong. Cubi
cung, anh ta t6i khu vuc nhitng ctra hiéu regu vang, nhitng day nha cho thué
ré tién, nhitng cau lac bo t6i tam va cii k¥, nhitng quan an syc mui dau ma, ca
nhitng tram cafe 1i* hanh taxi gin bién tiéng Tay Ban Nha, tiéng A Rap hay
Ba Tw. Khéng trong thdy nhitng ngudi c6 nghé nghiép tat bat héi ha nhv &
khu viic West Village, & day ngudi ta it di chuyén, chi ngo6i - hau hét 1a nam
gidi - trén nhitng chiéc ghé dwa op ep hodc bac thém, tré thi manh khanh, gia
thi béo truc béo tron. Tat ca déu nhin bang anh mat than trong.

Pay la noi cong viéc nghiém tic cua dwong phd von van dugc thye hién.
DPay la noi Fred Dellray 14y lam van phong ctia minh.

Anh ta sai budc t6i mot tiem ca phé, nhin vao béen trong - haoi kho khan vi
da hang thang troi nguwoi ta chwa lau kinh.

Co hdi cubi cung cho anh ta.

Pap mat ca chan nay vao mat ca chan kia cot dé chac chan rang khau sing
deo & c6 chan khong bi tudt mat, roi anh ta mé ctra buéc vao.
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Chuong 11

“Anh cam thay thé nao?” Sachs hoi trong lic budc vao phong thi nghiém.

Rhyme citng c6i dap, “Anh khoe. Chitng ct dau?” Cac cau no6i khong thé
hién dau cau ro rang.

“Nhom ky thuat vién va Ron dang dem vé. Em ty lai chiéc Cobra vé
trugce.”

Rhyme d6 rang cau dy c6 nghia la Sachs da 1ai xe nhuw dién ve.

“Con chi thé nao?” Thom hoi.

“Uuét.”

Chang can néi cling thdy. Téc Sachs dang kho réi nhung quan 4o cta cd
van siing nuwdc. Tinh trang ctia c6 khong thanh van dé. Ho biét la ¢6 6n. Ho
da xac minh duwgc diéu do ti lic ndy. Rhyme da bang hoang khi sy viéc xdy
ra, tuy nhién bay gid c6 khong sao, va anh mudn xem xét dén chirng ci.

Nhung nhu thé chi 1a mot cach khac dé bao rang xac suat bon muoi lam
phan tram la sé c¢6 thém mot ngwdi nao dé6 & mot cho nao dé trong thanh pho
New York sap stta bi dién giat chét?... Va diéu dé co thé xdy ra ngay bay gio.

“Cha, chitng ctr...?”

“Co6 chuyén gi thé?” Sachs hoi Thom, dwa &nh mat vé phia Rhyme.

“Anh da bao anh khoe ma.”

“Em dang héi cau ay.” Chinh Sachs lic bay gid hoi cau.

“Huyét ap tang. Tang vot.”

“Va bay gio n6 chang con cao nita, ding khong, Thom?” Lincoln Rhyme
gat gong hoi. “N6 6n, binh thuwong. Kiéu nhuw néi tdi viec Nga dua tén Itra
sang Cuba ay. Pa xuat hién cang thang trong mot khoang thoi gian. Nhung vi
Miami chang phai mot cai ho phong xa, t6i cho rang van dé da ty no giai
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quyét xong, ding khong? N6, Pa. La. Qua. Khit. Hay goi Pulaski. Ca nhém
k¥ thuat vién dén tir Queens. T6i muon c6 vat chirng.”

Anh chang phu ta phét 160 Rhyme, néi véi Sachs, “Chwa can dén thudc.
Nhung toi dang theo doi.”

Co dwa mat danh gia Rhyme thém lan nita. R6i bao sé lén gac thay quan
ao.

“Co van deé gi a?” Lon Sellitto héi. Anh ta vira tir trung tdm thanh pho tGi
may phut trede. “Anh cam thady khong khée ha Linc?”

“Qi, lay Chda.” Rhyme quat. “T4t c4 moi ngudi diéc hay sao? Tat ca moi
nguoi phat 16 t6i hay sao?...” R6i anh nhin vé phia khung ctra. “A, cudi cung.
Tin titc tr mot dat nwdc khac cling dén. Me kiép, Pulaski, it nhat cau ciing c6
tac dung. Chung ta co dugc gi?”

Chang canh sat tré, da mac lai dong phuc, dang day vao nhitng thung von
dung dung stta dong chai ma nhan vien kham nghiém hién truong hay dung
dé van chuyén tai dung vat ching.

Lat sau, hai nhan vién dén ttr tru s bo phan Kham nghiém Hién treong &
Queens mang vao mot vat kénh cang dwgc boc nilon: sgi day dién. Thi vii
khi la lung nhdt Rhyme tirng thdy trong mdt vu an. Va la mot trong nhitng
tht vii khi nguy hiém nhat. Ho cling mang vao ca canh ctta cia 6 ctra kiém
soat dugi tang ham tram dién dugc boc theo cach thitc twong tu.

“Pulaski? Tiém ca phé thé nao?”

“Sép da dung. T6i c6 mot so6 thong tin day, thwa sép.”

Cai nhwén may caa nha hinh sy hoc nhac nhé chang canh sat rang danh
xung kia la khong can thiét. Nha hinh sy hoc da la mot dai iy S&@ Céanh sat
New York vé chiéu. Anh khéng c6 quyén mang mot danh xung chinh thitc
hay dugc goi la “sép” gi d6 hon bat cit ai ngoai dwong. Va anh tr trwée tGi
nay van c6 gang pha vo su thiéu ty tin & Pulaski - vi tu6i doi dang tré, tat
nhién, nhung con vi nguyén nhan khac nita: Cau ta bi chan thwvong nghiém
trong ¢ dau ngay trong vu an dau tién ho hgp tac vdi nhau. N6 suyt cham dit
sy nghiép cua cau ta trong luc lwgng canh sat, tuy nhién cau ta da tru lai
dwgc, bat chap chan thwong di kem theo hdu qua la thinh thoang cau ta bi lan
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16n va mat phuwong hwéng. (Cau ta ¢6 quyét tam & lai lwc lwgng chu yéu nho
su thoéi thic tir quyét tdm twong ti cia Rhyme.)

Dé bién Pulaski tré thanh mot si quan kham nghiém hién triudng hang dau,
mot trong nhitng yéu td quan trong nhat Rhyme can, dan dan khién cau ta
thdm nhuan la céi t6i biét khang cy sy phé phan. Nguwoi ta cé thé cé moi ky
nang trén doi nay nhung ching sé vo ich néu khong c6 long diing cam ho trg.
Trwdc khi chét, anh mudn chitng kién Pulaski gitt mét vi tri cao trong linh
vic kham nghiém hién treong & thanh phd New York. Anh biét diéu do6 cé
thé trd thanh hién thwc. Anh cé mot hinh dung don gidn vé hy vong cta
minh: Pulaski va Sachs cung phu trach bo phan Kham nghiém Hién truong.
Do sé la di san Rhyme dé lai.

Anh cam on nhom ky thuat vien bo phan Kham nghiém Hién treong khi
ho ra vé bang nhitng céi cti dau chao tran trong va vé mat cho thay ho dang
ghi nhé phong thi nghiém dugc trang bi nhu thé nao. Khong cé nhiéu nguoi
thudc S& Canh sat c6 thé dén day gap tryc tiép Rhyme. Anh chiém linh mot
thit bac dac biét tai S& Canh sat New York. M6i c6 thay d6i nhan sy va nguoi
phu trach mang kham nghiém da chuyén dén Miami. Hién tai, vai tham t@
cap cao dang cung nhau phu trach mang nay cho tGi lic c6 bo nhiém nhan sw
chinh thitc. Tham chi da c6 nhitng trao déi vé viéc thué Rhyme quay lai phu
trach bo phan Kham nghiém Hién treong mot lan nita.

Khi pho gidm doc S& goi dién dén vé viéc dy, Rhyme néu y kién rang anh
c6 thé gap phai mot s6 van dé doi véi bai kiém tra tiéu chuan danh cho doi
twong tuyén dung cua S&. Phan kiém tra sttc khoe thé chat doi hoi doi tuwgng
tuyén dung phai hoan thanh nhitng ndi dung bi tinh thoi gian: chay téi mot
hang rao cao gan hai mét r6i nhay qua no6, khong ché mot toi pham trong tinh
huéng gia dinh, chay 1én cau thang, 16i mot ngwdi ndm nang ngoét tdm muoi
kilogram ra khéi noi nguy hiém, kéo co stiing muwdi sau lan bang tay thuan va
muoi lam lan bang tay kia.

Rhyme do dv, trinh bay vé6i cac quan chitc S& Canh sat New York dén gap
anh vé viéc anh khong bao gio c6 thé hoan thanh bai kiém tra d6. Nhung su
quan tam cua ho khién anh phong hét cd miii.
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Sachs quay xudng gac, mac quan jean va ao len mau xanh lam nhat bé
trong quan, téc co da goi va con hoi am, duwge budc ra sau thanh dudi ngwa
bang sgi thun den.

Pring lic ay, c6 tiéng chudng ctta, Thom di ra m@ ctra va mot nhan vat nita
budc vao.

Nguoi dan 6ng manh khanh, ma thai do nhut nhat khién nguoi ta nghi t6i
mot nhan vién ké toan hay mot 6ng ban giay tudi trung nién, la Mel Cooper,
theo quan diém ctia Rhyme thi 1a k¥ thuat vién phong kham nghiém phéap y
gioi nhat nwdc. Cé bang ct nhan toan, vat ly va hoa hitu co, la chuyén vién
cao cap & ca Hiép hoi quoc té vé nhan dang lan Hiép hdi quoc té vé phan tich
mau mau, anh ta luén la niém ao wdc 16n cta cac don vi Kham nghiém Hién
treong. Nhung vi, cach day nhiéu nam, Rhyme da bat c6c ngudi ky thuat
vién nay tir phia bac bang New York dwa vé S& Canh sat thanh pho, ngudi ta
hiéu rang Cooper sé buéng nhitng céng viéc dang lam, t6i ngay Manhattan
néu Rhyme sat canh cung Sellitto gidi quyét mot vu an va mudn anh ta c6
mat.

“Mel, that mirng la anh dén dugce.”

“Hum. Pén dugce... Chang phéi anh da goi cho tay trung Uy cua toi va de
doa anh ta da thi kinh khung néu anh ta khong tha t6i ra khoi vu Hanover-
Stems sao?”

“T6i lam nhw thé vi anh, Mel a. Anh dang bi lang phi vao ba céi vu giao
dich noi gian.”

“Va t6i cam on anh vé lénh an xa dé.”

Cooper gat dau chao moi ngwoi trong phong, dat cap kinh Harry Potter 1én
song miii va, trong do6i giay hiéu Hush Puppies mau nau ém 4&i, budc ngang
qua phong thi nghiém dén ch6 chiéc ban kham nghiém. Mac du la ngudi co
bé ngoai kém khde manh nhat ma Rhyme tirng gap, tat nhién khong ké chinh
ban than anh, Mel Cooper bao gid cling di chuyén vdi vé duyén dang ctia mot
cau thu béng da, va né khién Rhyme nhd ra rang anh ta la nha v6 dich khiéu
vii c6 dién.

“Chung ta hay nghe chi tiét nao.” Rhyme noi, quay sang Sachs.
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C0 m@ phan ghi chép va trinh bay nhitng gi ngwoi giam sat thuc dia caa
cong ty dién lyc da noi v6i minh.

“Lién hgp Dién luc Algonquin cung cdp dién cho hau hét khu vuc nay.
Pennsylvania, New York, New Jersey, Connecticut.”

“La nhitng 6ng khoi bén b séng Dong ay a?”

“Phai” Sachs tra 10i Cooper. “Tru s& chinh ctia ho & d6. Ho c6 mot nha
may hoi nuwdc va phat dien. Bay gio, theo nhan vién giam sat ctia Algonquin,
doi twgng c6 1€ da dot nhap vao tram dién mot thoi diém nao do6 trong khoang
ba muoi sdu tiéng dong ho vira qua. Théng thwong, cac tram dién déu khong
c6 nguoi. Khodng hon muoi mét gio sang nay mot chiat, han, hodc bon
ching, da xam nhap hé thong may tinh Algonquin, danh sap cac tram dién
thuéc khu vieec nay va cho tat ca dién di qua tram trén phé Nam muoi bay.
Khi dién ap tang 1én dén mot mic nhat dinh, né phai hoan thanh mot mach
dién. Khong thé ngan chan dwgc. N6 hodc truyén sang mot day dan khac
hodc truyén sang mét vat tiép dat. Binh thwong cac aptomat trong tram sé
nhdy, nhung tha pham da cai dat lai dé ching chiu phu tai cao gap mudi lan,
vi thé dong dién nam & do.” Co chi sgi cap, “dgi tGi lic bung ndé. Nhw mot
dap nuwéc. Ap luc tich tu va dién phai truyén di dau day.”

Sachs cam 1én mot tti dyng nhitng miéng kim loai hinh giot nwdc mat.
“Varo6i né da bung n6.” Co lap lai lan nita. “Nhitng miéng kim loai nay vang
t& phia. Nhv nhitng manh dan.”

“Cai gi thé?” Sellitto hoi.

“Nhitng giot kim loai néng chay tir cdy cot gan bién bao xe buyt. Vang ti
phia. Gam vao bé tong va xuyén thiing thanh mdt s6 xe 6 t0. Nan nhan bi
béng nhung d6 khong phdi la nguyén nhan khién anh ta t&* vong.” Rhyme dé
y thady giong Sachs diu di. “Né giong nhu ca loat dan sing ngan. Cac vét
thwong bi dot chay bang sat nung.” C6 nhan mat. “N6 khién anh ta van tinh
tdo mot luc trede khi chét. Cac anh nhin nay.” C6 hat dau ra hiéu véi Pulaski.

Chang canh sat cam thé tir vao mot may tinh & gan va tao file cho vu an.
Lat sau, cac bic dnh hién 1én trén may man hinh do nét cao gan ddy. Bao
nhiéu nam lam viéc trong linh virc khdm nghiém hién trong, Rhyme hau
nhw da quen vdi nhitng hinh anh tham chi rung rgn nhat. Mac du vay, nhitng
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hinh anh nay van khién anh cam thdy xdo dong. Thi thé nan nhan tré tudi bi
nhitng giot kim loai xuyén thung 16 ch6. Hau nhw khéng chdy mau, vi nhiét
do ctia sat nung. Liéu thi pham c6 biét truwdc rang thit vii khi ma han tao ra sé
c6 tac dung nhuv thé, han kin cac vét thwong? Gilt nan nhan tinh tdo dé cam
thdy noi dau dén? DPiéu nay nam trong phwong thitc hanh dong cua han
chang? Bay gio thi Rhyme c6 thé hiéu tai sao Sachs lai bat an t&i mirc ay.

“Lay Chua.” Vién tham t to 16n 1am bam.

Rhyme rii nhitng hinh dnh dé ra khéi dau va hoi, “Anh ta la ai?”

“Tén la Luis Martin. Ph6 quan ly mot cita hang san pham am nhac. Hai
muoi tam tudi. Khong tién an tién sy gi.”

“Khong c6 quan hé gi v6i Algonquin hay Co quan Giao thong D06 thi... co
ly do gi dé mot ké nao d6 muon anh ta chét khong?”

“Khong.” Sachs nai.

“Chang may khong ding ltic, khong ding cho,” Sellitto tom tat lai.

Rhyme noi, “Ron. Tiém ca phé thé nao? Cau tim thay gi ha?”

“Mot nguwdi dan 6ng mdac dong phuc quan yém mau xanh lam tham vao
ddy lic chitng muoi gid bon muoi lam. Ga mang theo laptop. Cé két noi
mang.”

“Quan yém mau xanh lam a?” Sellitto héi “Cé logo khong? Cé nhan dang
khong?”

“Khong ai trong thay c6 logo hay khéng. Nhung cac cong nhan Algonquin
dang c6 mat tai day, dong phuc cta ho cling mau xanh lam tham.”

“Co6 mo ta hinh dang khong?” Vién tham t¥ quan 4o nhau nhi tiép tuc hoi.

“Co 1é la da trang, c6 lé do t& tuan, deo kinh, doi md mau t6i. P6i ba
nguoi lai bdo khong doi mii, cling chang deo kinh. Ngudi thi bao téc vang,
nguoi thi bao téc do, ngwdi lai bdo toc tdi mau.”

“Nhan chitng ddy.” Rhyme lam bam deé biu. C6 thé xdy ra tinh huéng nhw
thé nay: Mot tay sung cdi tran ban chét nguwdi treéc mat mwoi nhan ching,
thi cd muwoi nhan chitng sé mo td han mac do phong v6i muwdi mau khac nhau.
May nam qua, sy thiéu tin twdng cta anh vao gia tri cia nhan chitng da giam
di phan nao - nho ky nang tham van cta Sachs, va nho Kathryn Dance, ngwoi
da chitng minh rang viéc phan tich ngén ngit hinh thé c6 du tinh khoa hoc dé
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dwa ra cac két qua 1ap lai trong hau hét nhitng vu an. Tuy nhién, anh van chwa
bao gio hoan toan rt bé dugc hoai nghi.

“Va chuyén gi da xdy ra vdi ké mac quan yém?”

“Chang ai thye sy chac chan. Luc d6 kha hon loan. Tat ca nhitng gi ho biét
la ho nghe thay tiéng no khting khiép, toan bo con pho sang loa va moi nguoi
nhao hét ra khoi tiém.”

“Han mang coc ca phé theo a?” Rhyme héi. Anh mé nhitng dung cu dung
d6 udéng. Chung giéng nhw thé can cwdc vay, mang thong tin vé ADN, van
tay, nhithg dau vét bam chat nho ban chat két dinh cta sita, dwong cung cac
chét phu gia.

“E la vay.” Pulaski xac nhan.

“Me kiép. Cau tim thdy gi & ban?”

“Cai nay a.” Pulaski 16i twr thung dung sita ra mot phong bi nhya.

“Phong bi khong.” Sellitto nheo nheo mat va cao cai bung bé vé, cé thé la
gdi ngira, co thé la bat giac giat minh khi nhan thay ché do an kiéng gan day
nhat khong c6 tac dung gi.

Nhuwng Ryme chi nhin chiéc phong bi nhya va mim cuwdi. “Lam tot day,
cau tan binh.

“Lam tot 4?” Vién trung ty 1am bam. “Chang c6 gi bén trong.”

“Loai chitng ct t6i yéu thich day, Lon. Nhitng tht vo hinh. Chit nita
ching ta sé xem xét. Toi dang ban khoan vé bon hacker.” Giong Rhyme tram
ngam. “Pulaski, mang khong day & tiém ca phé thi sao? Tdi da suy nghi vé n6
va toi danh cudc la khong co.”

“Sép doan dung. Bang cach nao ma sép biét dugc?”

“Han khong thé dé phu thudc vao cai mang dé, nhd né gap suw c6. Han
chac dang truy cap thong qua dién thoai di dong. Nhung ching ta phai phat
hién duwgc cach han xam nhap hé thong may tinh cta Algonquin. Lon, hay dé
nghi bo phan T6i pham Mang gitp d&. Ho can lién lac v6i ngudi chiu trach
nhiém vé an ninh mang & Algonquin. Thit xem Rodney cé tham gia duoc
khong.”

B0 phan Toi pham Mang thudc S& Canh sat New York la mét tap thé wu ta
gom khodng ba muwoi tham t&* va nhan vién ho frg. Rhyme thinh thodng van
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lam viéc vGi mot ngwoi trong so6 do, Tham t& Rodney Szamek. Rhyme von
van nghi vé anh ta kiéu nhw mot ngudi tré, nhung thye ra anh khong biét tudi
anh ta, vi anh ta c6 cai thai do tré con, quan 4o luom thuém va mai téc bu xu
ctia mot hacker - mot hinh dnh va khuynh hwéng lam gidm tudi that cta
nguoi ta di nhiéu.

Sellitto goi dién va sau cudc doéi thoai ngan gon thi két thic lién lac, thong
bao lai rang Szamek sé goi dién cho nhém IT cta Algonquin ngay lap tirc dé
trao doi vé viéc cac may chu ctia cong ty dién Iuc bi hack.

Cooper dang kinh né nhin sgi cap. “Vay ra day la n6?” R6i cam lén mot
cai tui khac dung nhitng manh kim loai méo mo, nhitng manh bom, anh ta
néi thém, “May la lac dy khong c6 ai di bo ngang qua. Néu vu nay xdy ra &
dai 10 Nam, co0 1€ da co6 khoang hai chuc nguoi thiét mang.”

Phét 10 101 binh pham thtra thai ctia chuyén gia ky thuat, Rhyme dam dam
quan sat Sachs. Anh trong thdy anh mat co tré nén tram tw khi c6 nhin nhitng
chiéc dia ti hon kia.

Bang giong c6 1€ gay gat hon mitc can thiét, dé 16i sy chd y ctia co6 khéi
nhitng manh bom, anh goi, “Nao, moi ngudi. Bat dau vao viéc di!”
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Chuong 12

Than trong ngoi vao bang ghé c6 lung dung cao ngan cach cac ban véi nhau,
Fred Dellray ty thady minh dang nhin ga trai gay gio xwong, da tai nhot, co 1€
la mot bogm rwgu ba muoi tuéi hay mot than thé nam muoi tudi duge wdp
lanh.

Ga madc chiéc 4o vét rong thung thinh, xuat xi¢ ttr mot ctva hiéu do cii ré
mat hay mdt gia do chang ai bu6n nhin.

“Jeep.”

“Um, ddy khong con 1a tén t6i niva.”

“Khong con la tén chd may? Nhu kiéu sot phd mai ay ha. Vay pho mai
hiéu nao day?”

“T6i khong hiéu.. «

“Vay gio tén chd may la gi?” Dellray héi, tran nhiu sau, dién mot vai von
van danh riéng cho nhitng doi twgng loai nay. Jeep, hay Chang Phai Jeep, la
gad xi ke tan bao da bi vién mat vu FBI tom 0 trong mot chuyén an bi mat.
Tiép theo sau nhitng dan xép va viéc dugc tha ngay tai toa vi an tuyén dung
bang s6 ngay tam giam, ga trd thanh thanh vién bay ché cung cta Dellray.

Nghia la thinh thodng can giat manh xich cé.

“Truwéc day la Jeep. Nhung toi da quyét dinh thay doi. Fred bay gio tén la
Jim.”

Thay doi. Cai tir ky diéu caa ngay.

“0, 0, n6i chuyén tén: Fred... Fred cai gi? Tao bing vai phai lita v&i chu
may, tao ban bé than thiét véi chi may ha? Tao khéng nhé da duoc gidi thiéu
vay, lic ky ho so cho chi may, ltic gap g& cac bac phu huynh.”

“T6i xin 16i, thwa 6ng.”
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“Tao bao chi may nay: Hay ct tiép tuc goi la Tred. Tao khong tin chi may
khi chu may goi la “Ong” dau.”

Ga trai la m6t mau tdm lgm cua nhan loai, nhung Dellray biét nguwoi ta
phai gilt dugc sy can bang. Pirng bao gio to ra khinh miét, tuy nhién cling
ding bao gio chan chtr quat nat mot doi cau, gay ap luc bang sy sg hai.

Su s hai khién ngudi ta ton trong anh. Cudc doi von van vay.

“Bay gio la viéc ching ta sé lam. Viéc nay quan trong. Chi may chuan bi
c6 mot cudc hen, tao bao dé chi may nhg.”

MGt phién toa, xem xét viéc roi khéi noi cw tri. Dellray bat can chuyén
mat ga. Jeep chang con hitu ich may nita. D6 la ban chat ctia cac do6i twong
chi diém, bon ho c6 han dung cling giong nhw sita chua. Jim - Jeep chuan bi
kién nghi 1én Gy ban phéng thich ti nhan cé diéu kién ctia bang New York,
xin phép chuyén di Georgia. Sao lai la Georgia co ch@?

“Néu 6ng no6i ho mot cau, Fred, thwa 6ng, thi that t6t qua.” Va ga hudng
cap mat wdt at vao vién mat vu.

Ph6 Wall nén cé dugc bai hoc tir thé gidi chi diém nay. Khéng ham phiéu,
khong ng xau, khong bao hiém, khéng gia mao bdo céo tai chinh. N6 hoat
dong theo mot cach don gian. Anh duwa cho tay trong cuia anh mot thit c6 gia
tri 1a X, han sé trao cho anh thit c6 gia tri twong duong.

Néu han khong dwa dugc, han bi bat bai. Néu anh quyt, anh x0i rac rugi
ngay.

Va tat ca déu hét sitc minh bach.

“Pugc.” Dellray néi. “Cai chi may muon chi may da dat 1én ban r6i. Bay
gio la thir tao mudn. Va tao phai néi ngay la né thudc vé van dé thoi gian.
Chud may biét thé nghia la thé nao chi, Jim?”

“Can xur 1y ké nao do6 va can xur ly gap.”

“Chinh xac. Bay gi®, hay nghe cho r6 rang. Tao can tim Brent.”

Thoang im lang. “William Brent? Lam sao t6i biét tim han & cho nao?”
Jim - Jeep, Jim - Léo Khoéo, hoi vGi mot giong 1én qua cao, tiét 10 cho
Dellray biét rdng ga it nhat cling c6 co s@ nao d6 vé viéc phai tim ga kia &
dau.

Dellray hat, “Georgia trong tam tri toi.”
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Pung sau muoi giay troi qua trong lic Jeep tw dam phan véi chinh ban
than minh.

“T'6i muon noi, co 1€ t6i co thé... van dé 1a, c6 kha nang...”

“Chu may dinh hoan thanh cau hay tao phai phat cau?”

“Pé toi kiém tra cai nay da.”

Jim - James - Jeep ditng day, di vao goc tiém ca phé va bat dau bam tin
nhan, bé Dellray ngo6i lai buon cuwdi véi cai théi da nghi, so ngudi ta nghe
trom ca tin nhan. Thang nhoc Jeep c6 1€ sé dugc viéc & Georgia.

Dellray nhap nhap c6c nuéc lic ndy nguwdi boi ban mang ra. Anh ta hy
vong ga trai gay gio xuwong nay hoan thanh dwgc nhiém vu... Mot trong
nhitng thanh cong 16n nhat cta Dellray 1a dung dwgc William Brent, mot ga
da trang trung tudi, 6m yéu, trong giong nhw nhan vién kiém tra ctia Wal-
Mart. Ga gép phan chu yéu lam that bai mot am muu rat ban thiu. Mt nhom
khuing b6 trong nuéc - nhitng ké phan biét chiing toc va ly khai - da xay dung
ké hoach danh bom hang loat nha thd Do Thai gido vao mot budi t6i thit Sau
r6i do trach nhiém cho nhitng ké H6i gido cwc doan. Bon ching c6 tién bac
nhuwng chang cé phwong tién, nén da dé nghi sy giip do tir mot gia dinh toi
pham c6 t6 chitc trong vung, ciing chang mo ca dao Hoi lan dao Do Thai.
Brent treéc do6 da dugc gia dinh nay thué phuc vu va da tin vao nhan vat do
Dellray dién - mot do6i twgng kinh doanh vii khi dén tir Haiti, ban sting chong
tang vac vai.

Brent bi tém c6 va Dellray bién ga tré thanh nguwdi cua canh sat. Ai cling
ngac nhién vi gad ddm nhan nhiém vu tay trong nhw thé ga da suot doi hoc
hanh dé lam cong viéc dy. Brent tham nhap sdu vao ca nhém phan biét ching
toc lan gia dinh t6i pham va khién am muu kia that bai. Mén ng doi véi xa
hoi cua ga da trd xong, tuy nhién Brent van ti€p tuc hgp tac cung Dellray
dwdi nhiéu vo boc khac nhau - mot ké giét nguwdi thué tan nhan, mot dao dién
cwdp ngan hang va tiém kim hoan tai ba, mot nhan vat hoat dong chéng pha
thai cap tién. Ga da chitng t6 minh la mdt trong nhitng tay chi diém sac sdo
nhat Dellray tirng dung. Tw than han da 1a mot con tac ke hoa. Han 1a mat trai
cia Fred Dellray (mdy nam trudc, tham chi nguwdi ta con ngd vuwe, nhung
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chwa bao gio c6 bang chitng chitng minh rang Brent da diéu khién mot mang
lwGi chi diém cta ban than ga - chinh trong ndi bd S& Canh sat New York).

Dellray da dung ga mot nam cho t6i Iic ga boc 16 than phan nhiéu qua, va
Brent chui vao tim mén ém &i ctia Chuwong trinh bdo vé nhan chitng. Nhung
nghe néi dwdi vo boc mdi, ga van qua lai v6i nhitng cho c6 thé lwc va van la
mot dién vién dwong pho.

Vi tat ca cac ngudn thwong xuyén ctia Dellray déu khong cung cdp dugc
chut thong tin gi vé Cong ly cho, Rahman hay vu tan cong lwéi dién, nén anh
ta lién nghi dén William Brent.

Jimmy - Jeep quay lai, ng6i xuéng bang ghé kéu coét két. “Toi nghi co thé
thuc hién dieu 6ng yéu cau. Nhung chuyén ndy 1a sao chit? Y tdi 13, t6i khong
muon xoi tan cta han.”

biéu nay, Deilray ngam nghi, la khac biét kha dang ké giita ph6 Wall va
hoat dong cua gidi tay trong cung cap thong tin bi mat.

Anh ta néi, “Khong, khong, chi may hiéu khéng ding r6i. Tao khong yéu
cau chd may phai 1én It rinh mo ai. Tao chi dé nghi chii may lam chan trung
gian. Chua may sap xép cho tao mdt cudc gap, xong la chi may sé thodi mai
chén dao Georgia ngay.”

Dellray day ra phia truéc tam thé chi ghi mot s6 dién thoai. “Pay la s6 han
phai goi. Thoi, di thic hién nhiém vu di.”

“Bay gio a?”

“Bay gio.”

Jeep hat dau vé phia bép. “Nhung con bita trwa ctia toi. To6i da an dau.”

“Pay la loai tiém gi?” Dellray dot ng6t quat, anh mat nhin xung quanh,
x0n xac.

“Y 6ng la sao, Fred?”

“Chu may khong lay thitc an mang di dugc a?”
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Chuong 13

Pa nam tiéng dong ho troi qua ké tr thoi diém xay ra vu tan céng va sy cang
thang moi ldc mot tang trong ng6i nha ctia Rhyme. Chwa manh m6i nao dwa
dén két qua.

“Soi day dién.” Anh quat véi giong cap bach. “N6 & dau chui ra?”

Cooper lai day cap kinh day cop 1én mii. Anh ta deo gang kham nghiém
bang cao su, nhung trudc khi s¢ vao vat chitng anh ta con dung con lan lan
hét mét lwgt doi ban tay da deo gang, roi 10t 16p dinh ngoai ciing cta con lan
vt di.

Stt dung kéo phau thuat, Cooper cat tdim nhwa boc, lam 16 ra sgi day dién.
N6 dai khoang bon mét rudi, phan 16n nam bén trong 16p cach dién. Ban than
sgi day khong phdi la sgi dac, ma gom nhiéu sgi nhé mau bac. Mot dau dau
v6i ban dong thau day, chdy sém. Pau kia bat véi hai bu 1ong bang dong dé,
rong gitra.

“Theo tay cong nhan Algonquin, ching dwgc goi la bu 16ng c6 chét ham.”
Sachs noi. “Ngudi ta st dung ching dé ghép day dién. Va han st dung ching
dé ddu sgi cap v6i dwong day chinh.”

ROi c6 giai thich cach hdan dong ban dong ra bén ngoai ctta s6 - nguwdi cong
nhan bao né dugc goi la 16i dan dién. N6 dwge dau véi sgi cap bang hai bu
16ng c® nira centimet. Tia h6é quang phéng tir ban dong sang vat tiép dat gan
nhat, cay cot.

Rhyme liéc nhin ngoén tay cdi ctia Sachs, né xwdc xat va bam mot chut
mau kho den. C6 c6 xu huéng gam moéng tay, cao vao nhitng ngén tay va da
dau. Cang thang tich tu trong c6 giong nhuw dién ap & cac tram dién cia cong
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ty Algonquin. C6 lai cao vao ngon tay cai va - nhw thé dé budc minh dirng
hanh dong ay lai - c6 xé d6i gang tay cao su vao.

Lon Sellitto néi chuyén dién thoai vGi cac canh sat dang di doc phd Nam
muoi bdy dé tim kiém nhan chitng. Rhyme thoang nhin anh ta do héi nhung
vé cau c6 cua anh ta - tram trong hon vé cau c6 binh thuwdng hay t6 diém cho
nét mat cda vién trung Gy - néi 1én rang cac no lwc dén hién tai van chwa co
két qua. Rhyme lai chud y dén sgi day dién.

“Quét camera qua no di, Mel.” Rhyme bao. “Tw tw thoi.”

St dung mot thiét bi video cam tay, nguwdi ki thuat vién quét qua sgi day
dién tir dau tdi cudi, roi l1at lai, quét ngwoc lai lan nita. Hinh dnh dwoc phat
v0Oi do nét cao 1én man hinh 16n trtéc mat Rhyme. Anh nhin cham chu.

R6i anh lam bam, “Nha mdy san xudt linh kién dién Bennington, Nam
Chicago, Illinois. Model AM-MV-60. Day ¢ 0 (twong duong duong kinh
khodng 8,251mm) , chiu dugc dong dién lén tdi sau muoi nghin volt.”

Pulaski cuwdi thanh tiéng. “Lincoln, sép biét nhitng thong tin ay a? Sép da
tim hiéu vé day dién ¢ dau vay?”

“In trén day ddy, cau tan binh.”

“0. To6i khong dé y.”

“Hién nhién roi. Va tha pham cta ching ta da cat mét doan dai bang ngan
nay, Mel a. Anh nghi thé nao? Khong phai cat may.”

“To6i dong y.” St dung kinh lap, Cooper dang xem xét dau cap dugc dau
v6i dueong day ctia tram dién. Ro6i anh ta tap trung hinh dnh vao hai mat cat.
“Amelia?”

Tho co khi tai gia cia ho xem xét n6, “Cwa tay kim loai.” C6 phat biéu y
kién.

Héda ra bu 16ng c6 chot ham dwgc st dung riéng trong nganh dién, nhung
lai c6 t6i hang chuc xuat xit.

Hai bu 16ng bat sgi day dién vdi ban dong ciing 1a loai twong tu.

“Lap bang chirng c di.” Rhyme bao.

Pulaski lan mdy tdm bang trang tir goc phong thi nghiém ra. Phia trén
cung mot tam bang, Sachs viét: Hién truong Vu an: Tram Manhattan-10 cong
ty Algonquin, ph6 Nam mwoi bdy man Tay. Trén mot tdim bang khac 1a H6 so
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Doi twgng chwa xac dinh. Co viét nhitng gi ho da phat hién duwoc cho téi lic
bay gio.

“Han da lay sgi day & tram dién chang?” Rhyme hoi.

“Khong. Khong c6 day dy trit & ddy.” Chang canh sat tré noi.

“Thé thi hay tim hiéu xem han lay né & dau. Hay goi cho nha may
Bennington.”

“R0.”

“Puogc roi.” Rhyme tiép tuc. “Ching ta c6 sgi day kim loai va 6c vit. Biéu
do6 c6 nghia la c6 dau vét dung cu dé 1ai. Mot chiéc cwa kim loai. Hay xem k¥
sgi day nao!”

Cooper chuyén sang mot kinh hién vi soi vat thé 16n, cting két noi v6i may
tinh, xem xét vét cat & dau sgi day. Anh ta st dung do phong dai thap. “Ludi
cwa mdi, sac.”

Rhyme liéc 4nh mat ghen ty vé phia doi ban tay khéo léo ctia nguwoi ky
thuat vién dang chinh tiéu cy va ban soi kinh hién vi. R6i anh quay lai nhin
man hinh. “Phai, md&i, nhung gay mat mot rang.”

“Gan tay cam.”

“Phai.” Truwdc khi cua, thong thuwong nguoi ta ti lwdi cua 1én vat dinh cua
ba, bon lan. Hanh dong nay, nhat la véi chat liéu nhom mém nhu sgi day dién
kia, c6 thé cho thay nhitng rang cwa bi gay hay bi cong, hay cac dac diém
riéng biét khac, gitp lién hé dung cu tim thay trong do dac cta thu pham véi
dung cu duwgc dung dé thue hién toi ac.

“Nao, t6i may cai bu I6ng c6é chot ham.”

Cooper phat hién dugc nhitng vét xuwdc dac biét trén tat cd may cai bu
16ng, va dwa ra gia thiét 1a nhitng vét xwdc dé do chiéc cd 1€ caa tha pham dé
lai.

“T6i mé chat dong thau mém.” Rhyme lam bam. “Qua la t6i mé... Vay
han cé nhitng dung cu than thudc. Cang lic cang thdy ré han la ké trong
nganh.”

Sellitto gac dién thoai. “Chang c6 gi sit. C6 1é la mot nguwoi nao do da
trong thdy mot ngwoi nao dé6 mac bé dong phuc quan yém mau xanh lam.
Nhung chac phai la mét tiéng dong ho sau khi vu viéc xdy ra. Luc dy thi ca
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khoi pho chét tiét dang nhan nhan cong nhan stta chita cia Algonquin roi, ai
chd mac bo dong phuc quan yém mau xanh lam chét tiét do.”

“Cau tim hiéu dwoc gi ro6i, ha cau tan binh?” Rhyme héi giat giong. “T6i
muon c6 nguén goc soi day dién.”

“To6i dang gilt may cho tra 10i.”

“Bdo ho cau la c6m.”

“Toi da bao roi.”

“Bao ho cau la sép. Sép trudng.”

“T6i...”

Nhung Rhyme da chid y téi thit khac: Nhitng thanh sat dwgc dan thanh
lwdi sat chan 16i vao dwong ham dat 6ng k¥ thuat.

“Han cat né bang cach nao, Mel?”

Quan sat ky lwong thi thay tha pham khong diung cwa kim loai ma dung
kéo cat bu long.

Cooper kiém tra dau mut cac thanh sat qua mot kinh hién vi lap camera ky
thuat s6 va chup anh. Anh ta truyén hinh anh sang may tinh trung tam, roi tap
hop lai trén mot man hinh.

“Co dau vét gi dac biét khong?” Rhyme héi. Giong chiéc rang gay & luoi
cra hay nhitng vét xwdc trén bu 16ng va dai 6c, bat ct ddu vét khac thuwong
nao ciing déu gitp két ndi chu nhan ctia né vaGi hién treong gay an.

“DA4u vét kia thi sao?” Cooper héi, chi 1én man hinh.

Co6 vét xudc hinh lwdi liém bé ti teo gan nhw cung vi tri trén mat cat cta
mot so thanh sat. “Cai do sé hitu ich. Tot.”

ROi Pulaski nghénh nghénh dau, san sang cay but khi mot nguwdi nao day &
nha may linh kién dién Bennington nhdc ong nghe, néi chuyén véi chang
canh sat tré hien trong tu cach madi la ong trum S& Canh sat New York.

Sau cudc trao doi ngan gon, cau ta gac may.

“Thong tin chét tiét vé sgi cap thé nao, Pulaski?”

“Trudc hét, phai n6i rang mau do rat pho bién. Ho..

“Pho bién thé nao?”

“Ho ban hang tram nghin mét moi nam. N6 chu yéu dugc dung trong phan
phoi dién ap trung binh.”
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“Sau muoi nghin volt 1a dién ap trung binh a?”

“T6i doan vay. Nguwoi ta c6 thé mua tir bat c@ nha ban buon thiét bi dién
nao. Nhung ong ta ciing néi Algonquin von van mua véi s6 lwgng 16n.”

Sellitto hoi, “B0o phan nao & dé chiu trach nhiém dat mua?”

“B0 phan Thiét bi Ky thuat.”

“T6i sé goi dién cho ho.” Sellitto ndi. Anh ta goi va trao doi van tat, xong
két thiic cudc dién thoai. “Ho sé kiém tra xem hang hoéa trong kho c6 mat mat
gi khong.”

Rhyme nhin dam dam mang lwé6i sat. “Vay la han chui qua cong, r6i qua
dwong ham kia dé vao tram dién ctia Algonquin.”

Sachs néi, “Cé thé han dang lam gi d6 dwdi cong dan hoi nudc va trong
thdy lwdi sat chan dau duwong ham.”

“Dut khoat phdi nghi dén gia thiét han la nguwdi cta cong ty dién lyc.”
Rhyme hy vong rang gia thiét nay ding. Nhitng doi twgng trong ndi bo khién
cong viéc cua canh sat dé dang hon nhiéu. “Tiép tuc di. Cac dau giay.”

Sachs noi, “Co cac dau giay cao c6 twong tw nhau & ca dwong ham dat 6ng
k¥ thuat lan bén trong tram dién, gan vi tri sgi day duwoc dau n6i.”

“Co6 dau giay nao twr tiém ca phé khong?”

“DA4u giay kia.” Pulaski dap, chi mot ban in tinh dién. “Dwéi gam ban. T6i
trong co vé cung nhan hiéu.”

Mel Cooper xem xét va dong tinh. Chang canh sat tré tiép tuc, “Va Amelia
da bao toi kiém tra giay cao c6 cua cac cong nhan Algonquin dang c6 mat tai
do. Tat ca déu khac.”

Rhyme hudng sy cht y sang chiéc giay. “Anh cho 1a nhan hiéu gi, Mel?.”

Cooper dang chay co s@ dit liéu vé giay dép cua S& Canh sat New York,
lwu trir hang nghin mau giay thap va cao c6, dai da s6 cua dan 6ng. Trong hau
hét cac vu an nghiém trong lién quan tGi s c6 mat cta thu pham tai hién
treong, thu pham déu la nam gidi.

Céach day nhiéu nam, Rhyme da c6 cong xdy dung co sé dir lifu mé rong
vé giay. Anh dat dugc nhitng thda thudn tw nguyén véi tit ca cac hang san
xuat 16n, dé ho dinh ky gti hinh anh scan cdc mat hang ctia minh cho S&
Canh sat New York.
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Cooper lw6t nhitng ngén tay trén ban phim va néi, “Tim thdy mau phu
hgp. Hang san xuat gang tay va giay cao c6 Alberton-Fenwick. Mau E-20”
Anh ta cham chu doc thong tin trén man hinh “Khong c6 gi dang ngac nhién,
loai nay cach dién dac biét tot. Danh cho nhitng nguwdi thwong xuyén tiép xic
vdi cac nguon dién. Pat tiéu chuan An toan vé dién F2413-Q5 cua Hiép hoi
Kiém thtr va vat liéu M¥. Nhitng chiéc giay nay cd muwoi mot.”

Rhyme nheo mat nhin. “Ranh dé sau. Tét.” Biéu d6 c6 nghia ching bam
nhiéu vat chat co6 thé dé lai dau vét.

Cooper tiép tuc, “Ching con kha méi nén khong mang nhitng dau vét
riéng biét dé chiing ta biét duwgc nhiéu thong tin vé chiéu cao can nang va cac
dac diém khac caa han.”

“Tuy nhién, t6i c6 thé bdo rang han buwdc di thang thém. Pong y chi?”
Rhyme dang nhin nhitng dau giay trén man hinh, chiéu tir mot chiéc camera
chia xu6ng ban kham nghiém.

“bong y.”

Sachs viét diéu nay 1én bang.

“Tot day, Sachs. Bay gig, cau tan binh, chithg c¢ vo hinh cu phat hién
duwgce la gi?” Rhyme nhin chiéc phong bi nhia ghi: Tiém ca phé dé6i dién dia
diém dién ra vu n6 - Ban doi twgng ngoi.

Cooper dang xem xét no. “Toc vang. Dai hai centimet rwdi. Ty nhién,
khong nhuom.”

Rhyme mé st dung téc lam céng cu kham nghiém. N6 cé thé dugc st
dung lam mau thit ADN - néu con chén - va c6 thé tiét 16 nhiéu diéu vé hinh
dang bé ngoai cia doéi twgng, thong qua mau téc, chat téc va hinh dang soi
toc. PO tudi va gidi tinh cling c6 thé wdc lwgng chinh xac duge phan nao. Xét
nghiém t6c cang ngay cang trd nén phd bién trong linh vuc phap y vi téc lvu
ddu vét ma tdy lau hon mau hodc nuwéc tiéu. Mot doan téc chi chirng hai dot
ngén tay c6 thé lwu lich st st dung ma tiy t6i hai thang. O Anh, ngudi ta
thuwong dung toc dé xét nghiém lam dung chat con.

“Chung ta chuwa chac chan day la téc han ma.” Sellitto néu y kién.

“Tat nhién.” Rhyme lam bam. “Chuing ta chwa chac chan bat ¢ diéu gi tai
thoi diém nay cd.”
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Nhung Pulaski né6i, “Du sao, cling c6 kha nang. Toi da trao déi véi cha
tiém. Ong ta yéu cau nhitng ngudi bodi ban nhét nhat phai lau ban méi lic
khach dirng 1én. T6i kiém tra r6i. Vi vu nd xdy ra nén chwa ai lau ban sau khi
tha pham ng6i & do ca.”

“Tot, cau tan binh.”

Cooper tiép tuc mo ta sgi toc, “Khong quan, du la ty nhién hay do uén.
Khong c6 bang chitng mat sac to, nén toi xép han vao do tudi dwdi nam
muoi.”

“T6i mudn lam phan tich ddc t6 - hda chat. Cang sém cang t6t.”

“Toi sé gui cho phong thi nghiém cua S6.”

“Mot phong thi nghiém dich vu di.” Rhyme ra chi thi. “Vung tién nhiéu
vao dé ho cho két qua nhanh.”

Sellitto can nhan, “Ching ta khong c6 nhiéu tién va ching ta da c6 phong
thi nghiém hoan hédo cua chinh minh bén Queens.”

“N6 khong hoan hdo néu n6 khong cho t6i két qua triwde khi tha pham sat
hai mot ngudi nao do nira, Lon.”

“Phong thi nghiém Uptown nhé?” Cooper hoi.

“Tot. Hay nhd, vung tién nhiéu vao.”

“Lay Chua, cai thanh pho nay dau xoay xung quanh anh ha Linc?”

“Khong v?” Rhyme hoi, véi anh mat ngac nhién vira vo vit vira thanh that.
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Chuong 14

Vi thiét bi két hop kinh hién vi dién t& quét va kinh quan sat phd tan sac
nang lwong tia X, Cooper phan tich cac dau vét Sachs thu thap duwgc ¢ noi doi
twgng da bo tri sgi day dién. “T6i c6 mot vai loai khoang chat, khac véi mau
doi chirng 1ay xung quanh tram dién.”

“Thanh phan cta n6 la gi?”

“Khoang bay muwoi phan tram phenxpat, tiép dén la thach anh, magnetit,
mica, canxit va amphibol. Mot it thach cao khan nita. Ky la, Silicon chiém ty
1€ 16n.”

Rhyme biét nhiéu vé dia chat khu viec New York. Hoi con di lai dugc, anh
titng lang thang khap thanh phd, xiic vé nhitng mau dat, da va xay dung co s@
dit liéu dé co6 thé lién hé tha pham vdi cac dia diém nhat dinh. Nhwng anh mu
tit trdc thanh phan khoang chat nay. N6 chac chan khong cé xuat xi tir xung
quanh day. “Chuing ta can mdt nha dia chat.” Rhyme suy nghi chéc 1at, roi
nhan phim goi tat.

“Alo?” Mot giong dan ong nhe nhang tra 10i.

“Arthur.” Rhyme néi v6i ngwoi anh ho song cach minh khong xa, bén
New Jersey.

“Xin chao. Cau thé nao?”

Rhyme cé cai y nghi duong nhu tat cd moi nguwdi bay gio déu héi tham
sttc khée cta anh, tuy Arthur chang qua la dang mao dau cau chuyén.

“Cling 6n.”

“That vui vi dugc gap cau va Amelia tuan truéc.”

Rhyme gan day da ndi lai lién lac v6i Arthur Rhyme, ngudi doi véi anh
tirng giong nhu anh trai, titng 16n 1én cung anh & ngoai 6 Chicago. Mac du
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nha hinh sy hoc hiém c6 bao gid di vé vung néng thon choi cudi tuan, anh da
lam Sachs kinh ngac khi dé nghi hai ngudi bon ho nhan 16i moi téi tham Art
Rhyme va vg anh ta, Judy, tai ng6i nha nghi mat nhé bén bd bién. Arthur tiét
16 1a anh ta thuc sy da xay mot 16i doc danh cho xe lan dan vao nha. Ho da
dén day may ngay, cung Thom, Pamrny, va chu ché Jackson cua c6 bé.

Rhyme da rat vui vé. Trong lic dam dan ba con gai va 1i khuyén di dao
doc bai bién, anh va Arthur néi chuyén vé khoa hoc, hoc thuat va cac sy kién
dién ra trén thé gidi, quan diém cta ho dwgc phat biéu moéi Iic mot thém hang
héi, ty 1é thuan vdi lwgng regu single malt ho udong vao. Arthur, ciing giong
nhu Rhyme, c6 b0 suu tap regu single malt kha phong phu.

“Art, anh dang ndi qua loa ngoai ¢ day, vGi.. 0, mot nhém cém.”

“T6i c6 theo doi tin tirc. T6i chac rang cac cau dang gidi quyét vu phéng
tia Itta dién. That khang khiép. Bao chi cho rang né c6 thé la mot tai nan,
nhung...” Anh ta bt tiéng cuoi hoai nghi.

“Khong, hoan toan khong phédi mot tai nan. Bon em khong biét day la mét
nhan vién bat man hay mot ké khtng bo.”

“T6i c6 thé gitp duogc gi?”

Arthur ciing la mot nha khoa hoc va kién thitc c6 phan rong hon Rhyme.

“Thye sy 1a c6. Em c6 cau hoéi nhanh cho anh. U, em hy vong 1a sé& nhanh.
Bon em tim thdy dau vét tai hién truong vu an va né khéng khép véi mau doi
chitng gan do6. Thuc té, n6 khong khdp vai bat ¢t thong tin dia chat nao cia
khu virc New York ma em von van quen thudc.”

“Toi dang c6 but day. Hay cho t6i biét cac cau tim thay gi?”

Rhyme doc lai két qua phan tich.

Arthur im 1ang. Rhyme hinh dung ra nguwdi anh ho dang dam chim vao suy
nghi trong lic nhin cham chu danh sach minh vwra ghi, tam tri anh ta ra soat
cac kha nang. Cudi cung, anh ta hoi, “Vat thé to bang nao?”

“Mel?”

“Chao Art, Mel Cooper day!”

“Chao Mel. Gan day cau c6 tham gia khiéu vii ch?”

“Tuan tredc ching toi da thang gidi tango Long Island. Ching t6i sé vao
vong khu vire Chua nhat nay. Tat nhién, trv phi toi bi ket & day.”
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“Mel?” Rhyme giuc.

“Kich thwdc vat thé a? U, nhé 1am. Chtrng 0.25 mm.”

“Pugc r6i. T6i kha chac chan dé la tephra.”

“Cai gi?” Rhyme hoi.

Arthur danh van tr nay. “Vat chat ndi lvra. D6 1a tr “tro” trong tiéng Hy
Lap. Trong khong khi, sau khi bi phun khoi nui Itta, n6 dwgc goi la da vun nui
Itra, nhuwng trén mat dat, n6 dugc goi la tephra.”

“Co phai khoang vat ban dia khong?”

Bang giong hai hwdc, Arthur tra 101, “N6 la khodng vat ban dia & mot noi
nao dé. Nhung cau mudn néi xung quanh day dy a? Khong con nita. Trudc
kia, cau c6 thé tim thay nhitng dau vét cuc ky it 6i & vung Tay Bac, la tro tan
t* mot vu no 16n dang BO Tay bi gié manh cuén dén, nhung sau nay thi
khong con nita. Véi ty 1é cac chat trong thanh phan nhw thé, t6i cho rang rat
c6 kha nang n6 xuat xi¢ tir viung tay bac Thai Binh Dwong. C6 thé la Hawaii.”

“Vay du n6 c6 mat tai hién tredng vu an theo bat cit cach nao, né ciing do
thu pham hodc ai do6 dwva twr noi khac t6i.”

“Y kién cua toi ddy.”

“Cha, cam on. Bon em sé sém trao doi lai v4i anh.”

“0, va Judy bao sé email cho Amelia cong thitc nau an c6 ay can.”

Rhyme chwa tirng nghe vé chuyén nay trong ky nghi cudi tuan bén ngoai
thanh pho. N6 han da xuat hién giita nhitng chuyén di dao doc bai bién.

Sachs noi to, “Chang phai v6i dau.”

Sau khi gdc mdy, Rhyme khong thé nao khong nhwén may nhin ¢6. “Em
bat dau hoc ndu an a?”

“Pammy sé day em.” Sachs nhin vai. “N6 c6 thé phic tap dén thé nao?
Em d6 1a n6 cling giong nhuw lap lai b ché hoa khi théi, chang qua cac chi tiét
c6 thé bi 6i thiu.”

Rhyme dam dam nhin bang ching ct. “Tephra... Vay thu pham cta chung
ta m&i day co thé da cé mat tai Seattle hodc Portland, hodc Hawaii. Tuy
nhién, t6i nghi ngd viéc bang day dau vét di dugc rat xa. T6i danh cudc la
han da & trong hodc gan mot bdo tang, mot tredng hoc, mot kiéu trung bay
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dia chat nao day. Ngudi ta c6 st dung tro nui Itta vao loai hinh kinh doanh gi
khong? C6 thé dé danh béng da. Nhu silic cabric chang han.”

Cooper noi, “Loai nay qua da dang va khong 6n dinh, khong phu hgp dé
lam thanh thuvong pham. Theo t6i n6 con qua mém nita.”

“Hirm. D6 trang strc thi sao? Liéu nguwdi ta co ché tac do trang stc tir dung
nham khong?”

Tuy nhién, chwa ai trong bon ho titng nghe noéi tGi diéu nay, va Rhyme két
ludn rang xudt x cua dau vét kia phai la m6t budi trién 1am hodc trung bay
ma thui pham da tham gia hodc ¢ gan noi han song, ciing c6 thé gan mdt muc
tieu trong twong lai. “Mel, hdy bdo ai d6 bén Queens bat dau goi dién di,
kiém tra tat ca cac su kién trién lam, cac cudc trueng bay thuwong xuyén hoac
lvu dong trong thanh pho cé lién quan tdi ndi Itta hay dung nham. Manhattan
trwdc.” Anh nhin cham cham canh ctta boc bang tdm nhya. “Nao, hdy xem
tht Amelia da di boi cung. Dén lwgt cau, cu tan binh. Hay lam cho ching t6i
ti* hao nhé.”
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Chuong 15

Lam sach dbi gang cao su bang con lan dinh 16ng ché meéo - va nhan dugc
anh mat tan thanh ctia Rhyme - chang canh sét tré nhdc canh ctta van lién
khung 1én. Canh ctta hinh vudng, méi canh chitng bon muoi lam centimet, bé
rong khung chirng hai centimet. Son mau xam sam.

Sachs néi diung. N6 thuc sy hep. Doi twong rat cé thé da bi tray xuwdc khi
bo vao tram dién.

Canh cita m@ bang bon ban 1é nhé dwgc bat vao ca mat trong lan mat
ngoai. Sé rat khé khan néu dung tay deo gang thao chiing, nén cé kha nang
han da dung tay tran, nhat la trong treong hop han da 1én ké hoach cho n6
tung canh ctra bang qua bom ac-quy nham pha htiy moi chitng ctt.

Dau van tay dwgc xép vao ba dang. Dang nhin thdy bang mat thuwong (vi
du dau ngoén cai chdy mau in lén twong trang), dang khuon (dé lai trong
nhitng vat liéu déo, vi du chat né déo), dang an (khong nhin thdy bang mat
thwong). C6 hang chuc cach hitu hiéu dé lam hién dau van tay dang an,
nhung mot trong nhitng cach hitu hiéu nhat, doi v4i bé mat kim loai, 1a chi
can dung keo dan Super Glue van ban ngoai cic ctta hiéu, san xudt twr
cynanoacrylate. Bo vat chithg vao hop kin khi cing mot tuyp keo dan, roi
dun néng cho tdi lac bén trong hop sinh hoi. Hoi sé quyén véi cac chat do
ngon tay dé lai - cac axit amin, axit lactic, glucose, kali va carbon trioxide -
phan ng nay lam ddu van tay hién lén.

Qua trinh phéan @ng la phép mau nhiém, lam hién 1én nhitng dau van tay
trudc do hoan toan vo hinh.

Truw trvong hgp nay.
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“Chang c6 gi cd.” Pulaski chan chwdong noéi, sam soi canh ctta qua mot céi
kinh lup rét kiéu Sherlock Holme. “Chi c6 dau gang tay thoi.”

“Khong dang ngac nhién. Cho téi lac nay, han kha la than trong. Nao, hay
thu thap dau vét phia bén trong khung ctta, noi han da tiép xuic.”

DPat canh civa 1én trén nhitng to gidy dé in bao, Pulaski dung chiéc choi
mém quét qua quét lai va g& nhitng thit bAm & dau chéi. Cau ta bo bat i thi
gi phat hién duwgc - doi véi Rhyme thi xem chitng chang c6 gi may - vao ting
tii, sap x€p cho Cooper tién hanh phan tich.

Sellitto nhan mot cudc dién thoai, roi bao, “Pgi chit. Toi mé loa ngoai.”

“Xin chao.” Gigng noi phat ra.

Rhyme nhin Sellitto. “Ai thé?” Anh thi thao.

“Szamek.”

Chuyeén gia cta bo phan Toi pham Mang S& Canh sat New York.

“Anh co6 gi cho chung t0i, Rodney?”

Szamek trd 10i trén nén nhac rock chéat chia. “T6i gan nhuw c6 thé cam
doan rang du ké nao choi cac may chia cia Algonquin di chang nita thi cling
déu da c6 mat khau man hinh ti tredc réi. Thye t€, t6i xin cam doan diéu nay.
Thit nhat, ching t6i khong phat hién dugc bang chitng ctia bat c sy thir bira
nao. Khong c6 no Iyc bé khéa. Khong c6 ma rootkit, module trong nhan hé
diéu hanh hay trinh diéu khién dang ngo nao...”

“Chi nhitng théng tin can ban théi, néu anh khong phién.”

“Pugc r6i, van dé toi dang noi la chung t6i da xem tat ca cac cong...”
Szamek ngap ngitng nghe tiéng thé dai cia Rhyme. “A vang, thong tin cin
ban. No vua tir bén trong vira khong phai tw ben trong cong ty Algonquin.”

“Nghia la?” Rhyme lau bau.

“Vu tdn c6ng mang mdy tinh duwgc thwc hién bén ngoai tda nha
Algonquin.”

“Chung toi biét diéu do.”

“Nhung thu pham phai 1dy mat khau tit bén trong tru s& & Queens. Hodc
ban than han hodc qua dong pham. Mat khau dwoc gitt dwdi dang ban in ra
gidy tir phan mém tao mat khau ngau nhién, hoan toan khong két néi vdi cac
mang.”
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“Vay...” Nha hinh sy hoc tém tat lai cho chac chan, “khéng c6 hacker tir
bén ngoai, du trong nwdc hay qudc té.”

“Gan nhu khong thé. T6i n6i nghiém tic day, Lincoln. Khong hé cé bat c&
rootkit...”

“Hiéu roi, Rodney. C6 dau vét gi vé viéc truy cap cua han ti tiém ca phé
khong?”

“Pién thoai di dong dung thé trd trwdc két nd6i mang bang madt cong USB.
Thong qua mot proxy & chau Au.”

Kién thirc vé cong nghé cia Rhyme da dé biét nhw thé cé nghia cau tra 16i
cho cau hai anh dwa ra la khong.

“Cam on, Rodney. Lam sao anh gidi quyét dugc cong viéc vGi thit am
nhac d6?”

Szamek cwoi khodi tra. “Hay goi toi bat c& khi nao.”

Tiéng trong thinh thinh bién mat sau tiéng gac may kéu danh cach.

Cooper ciling vira noi chuyén dién thoai. Anh ta két thiic cudc goi va néi,
“T6i tim dwgc mot ngwdi & bo phan Phan tich Vat liéu. Co dy co6 kién thirc tot
vé dia chat. Co6 ay biét nhitng truong hoc thwong xuyén té chitc trién 1am cho
moi nguwdi vao xem. Co dy sé kiém tra cac trién 1am lién quan dén tro nui Itra
va dung nham.”

Pulaski, dang mai mé nghién cttu canh cita, nheo nheo mat. “T6i nghi c6
gi d6 ¢ day.”

Cau ta chi mot vi tri gan ban 1é trén cung. “Trong nhw han da lau chui né.”
Anh ta v@ lay chiéc kinh Iip. “Va cé go. Sac.. Toi nghi han da dut tay, chay
mau.”

“That a?” Rhyme phan chan. Trong kham nghiém phép y, chang gi so sanh
duwoc voi ADN.

Sellitto néi, “Nhuwng néu han da lau chui ro6i, liéu né cé con hitu ich
khong?”

Trwde khi Rhyme kip phat biéu y kién, Pulaski, van gap ngwoi quan sat
phat hién ctia minh, giong tram ngam, “Nhwng han 1ay cai gi ma lau? C6 1€ la
nwdc bot. Nudce bot cling gia tri khong kém mau.”

Thyc t€, Rhyme da di tGi két luan y nhw vay. “Hay st dung den ALS.”
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Pén ALS, loai dén tao ra anh sang don sac & nhitng budc song nhat dinh,
c6 thé lam hién dau vét cac chat dich co thé nhu nudc bot, tinh dich va mo
hoi, tat ca déu chita ADN.

Tat ca cac co quan thuce thi phap luat ngay nay déu thu thap mau ADN cua
cac doi tugng theo tirng loai hinh t0i pham - nhw t6i pham tinh duc chang han
- va nhiéu noi con phan chia chi tiét hon. Néu doi twong chwa xac dinh ctia ho
ti'ng pham t6i ma c6 lwu lai dau vét ADN, han sé dwoc tim thay trong Hé
théng Danh muc ADN Phéi hgp.

Mot 14t sau, Pulaski, mat deo kinh bao ho, dirng ngon dén & vi tri ciu ta da
phat hién ra vét lau chui. Cé mot quang sang bé ti teo mau vang vang. Cau ta
goi, “Day sép, c6 cai gi nay. Khong nhiéu.”

“Cau tan binh, cau biét than thé nguwdi c6 bao nhiéu té bao chir?”

“Da.. khong, khong biét a.”

“Hon ba ty ty.”

“Thé thi nhiéu...”

“Va cau biét can c6 bao nhiéu té bao dé xét nghiém duwgc ADN khong?”

Pulaski tra 101, “Theo sach sép viét thi can chirng mot tram té bao.”

Rhyme nhuén mot bén 16ng may. “An twong ddy.” Roi anh néi thém, “Cau
nghi la cau c6 dwgc mot tram té bao trong céi vét ban to twéng nay khong?”

“Theo to6i chac dugc.”

“Chac chan dugc. Sachs, trong cé vé vu di boi cia em khong hé vo ich.
Néu dé ac-quy no, cai vét do da chang con. Bugc roéi, Mel, cho cau dy xem
phai thu n6 nhw thé nao di.”

Pulaski trao nhiém vu phic tap nay cho Cooper.

Nguwoi ky thuat vién thu mau ADN va goi phong thi nghiém dén lay. “Toi
biét, s6ém nhat c6 thé.” Anh ta bdo Rhyme ding Iic nha hinh sy hoc dinh dwa
ra ménh lénh.

“Va dirng tiéc tién.”

“Tién ctia anh ddy ha, Linc?” Sellitto lau bau.

“T6i sé cho anh mitc gidm gid doi v6i khach hang than thiét nhat, Lon a.
Va mot phat hién hitu ich ddy, Pulaski.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Khen nggi dua roi, Rhyme tiép tuc, “Nhitng dau vét ¢ bén trong canh citra
thi sao, Mel? Anh biét day, cho nay ching ta dang di khong duwgc nhanh cho
lam.”

Cooper lay cac mau ra, quan sat ching trén tdim kham nghiém hodc duéi
kinh hién vi. “Khong c6 gi khong khép véi cac mau doi chirng, trir cai nay.”
Do 1a mot cham bé ti teo mau hong.

“Chay qua may sac ky khi di.” Rhyrne dwa ra ménh Iénh.

Thoang cai, Mel da doc duoc két qua tr may sac ky khi/khoéi pho va mot
sO phan tich khéac. “Ching ta c6 nong do pH mang tinh axit, khodng bang hai
axit citric, dwong sucrose. Tiép theo la... cha, t6i sé chiéu 1én man hinh.”

Mot dong chir xudt hién: Quercetin 3-0- rutinoside-7- 0-glucoside va
chrysoeriol 6,8-di-C- glucoside (stellarin 2).

“T6t,” Rhyme sot rudt néi. “Nuwédc qua. V&i do pH nhw thé, cé kha nang la
nuac chanh.”

Pulaski khong nén n6i ma phai bat cwgi. “Lam sao sép biét? To6i xin 10i,
nhung lam sao sép biét dugc?”

“Cau tan binh, cau chuan bi trwdc dugc dén mirc nao thi sé thuwc hién
nhiém vu dugc dén mirc ay. Lam bai tdp ¢ nha di! Hay nhé nhw vay!” Rhyme
quay lai vdi Cooper.

“Tiép theo la dau thuc vat rat nhiéu muoi va mot hgp chat toi hoan toan
khong biét 1a gi.”

“Thanh phan ra sao?”

“Giau protein. Cac axit amin la aninine, histidine, isoleucine, lysine va
methionine. Ciing bao gom cyc ky nhiéu lipid, cht yéu la cholesterol va
lecithin, r6i vitamin A, B2, B6, BI2, niacin, axit pantothenic, axit folic. Mot
lwgng 16n calcium, magnesiuni phosphorus, kali.”

“Ngon nhi.” Rhyme nai.

Cooper gat dau. “La thitc an, chac chan réi. Nhwng la mén gi?”

Mac du vi gidc cia anh khéng thay doi sau tai nan, song doi vdi Lincoln
Rhyme bay gio, thitc an can ban chi 1a nhién liéu, anh khéng cam thdy thich
thi may, khac vdi whisky, tat nhién.
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“Thom?” Khong c6 tiéng tra 10i nén anh hit sdu mot hoi. Anh chwa kip goi
lai, anh chang phu ta da tho dau qua ctra.

“Moi thit binh thwong chi?”

“Sao cau cu hoi vay?”

“Anh mu6n gi?”

“Nudc chanh, dau thyc vat va tritng.”

“Anh doi a?”

“Khong, khong, khong. Nhitng nguyén liéu do cé trong loai thuwc pham
gi?”

“Mayonnaise.”

Rhyme nhuwén mot bén mat véi Cooper, anh ta lac dau. “Lén nhon va hoi
héng hong.”

Anh chang phu ta can nhac lai, “Vay toi nghi la tamarasalata.”

“Cai gi thé? Mot tiém an a?”

Thom cudi to. “Ma6t moén khai vi cia Hy Lap. Mot moén dé phét.”

“Tri*ng c4 mudi, phai khong? An kém banh mi.”

Thom tra 15i Sachs, “O, né 1a tring c4, nhung 1a c4 tuyét, khong phai ca
tam. B&i vay vé nguyén tac, n6 khong phai la tritng ca muoi.”

Rhyme gat dau. “A, nwdc mudi wu trvong (dung dich nwéc mudi véi nong
do6 cao). Ca. Chac chan roi. N6 c6 phé bién khong?”

“Cac ctta hiéu thuc pham, cac ctra hiéu ban thitc dn san va cac tiém an Hy
Lap.”

“C6 cho nao trong thanh phé pho bién mén nay hon nhitng cho khac
khong? Khu vie nguedi Hy Lap sinh song a?”

“Queens.” Pulaski, nguwoi song ¢ quan nay, noi. “Astoria. C6 rat nhiéu
tiem an Hy Lap ¢ do.”

“T6i quay lai cho ctia minh dwgc chwa?” Thom hoi.

“Puoc, duoce, dugc...”

“Cam on.” Sachs ndi vai theo.

Anh chang phu ta phay ban tay deo gang hiéu Playtex mau vang va bién
mat.

https://thuviensach.vn



Sellitto hoi, “Cé 1é han dang bo tri dia diém nao d6 & Queens cho vu tan
cong tiép theo chang?”

Rhyme nhtin vai, mot trong s6 vai ctt chi anh van thic hién dwgc. Anh
nghi: Tha pham sé phai chuan bi dia diém, ding la nhw thé. Tuy nhién, anh
dang nga theo mot chiéu huwéng khac.

Sachs bat gdp 4nh mat anh. “Anh dang nghi, tru s& chinh ctia Algonquin
nam & Astoria, phai khong?”

“Chinh xac. Va moi diéu déu dang chi ra rang tha pham chinh la ngudi noi
bd.” Rhyme héi, “Ai ditng dau cong ty?”

Ron Pulaski néi cau ta da trao doi v4i cac cong nhan bén ngoai tram dién.
“Ho c6 nhac dén cha tich va CEO. Tén la Jessen. Andy Jessen. Tat ca xem
chirng déu hoi e sg.”

Rhyme nhin bang chitng c¢ mot lat, r6i bao, “Sachs, em thich chay mdt
vong trong chiéc xe mgi mé ngon nghé ctia em khong?”

“La cai chac.” Co6 ndi, va thda thuan véi trg ly cia CEO Algonquin vé mdt
cudc gap sau ntra tiéng dong ho nita.

DPring lic dy, dién thoai Sellitto reo chudng. Anh ta rit dién thoai, nhin tén
nguoi goi trén man hinh. “Algonquin.” Anh ta nhan phim. “Tham t& Sellitto
nghe day.” Rhyme dé y thay anh ta lang nghe va nét mat lang phac di. Ro6i
anh ta néi, “Anh chac chi¥?... Bugc roi. Ai cé thé truy cap?... Cam on!” Anh
ta két thiic cudc goi. “Po6 khon!”

“Co chuyen gi?”

“Nhan vién giam sat bo phan cung cap goi. Anh ta bdo mot trong nhitng
nha kho ctia Algonquin & khu Harlem bi an trom tuan trweéc. Phd Mot tram
muoi tam. Ho nghi chinh nguoi cong ty da an trom. Thu pham st dung chia
khoa. Khong phai 1a bé khéa dot nhap.”

Pulaski héi, “Va du la ai di chang nita, hdn cting da danh cap sgi cap?”

Sellitto gat dau. “Ca nhitng cai bu 16ng c6 chét ham.”

Nhung Rhyme con doc dwgc mot thong diép khac nita trén guwong mat tron
cta vién tham t. “Bao nhiéu?” Anh héi, giong thi thao. “Han danh cap bao
nhiéu cap?”
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“Anh hiéu van dé day, Linc. Gan hai mwoi ba mét cap va mot ta bu 1ong.
McDaniel da néi cai con khi gi ay nhi, vu viéc chi xdy ra mét lan? R0 v§ van.
DPoi tugng sé tiép tuc ra tay.”

HIEN TRUONG VU AN:

TRAM MANHATTAN-10

CONG TY ALGONQUIN
PHO NAM MUOI BAY MAN TAY

- Nan nhéan (da t& vong): Luis Martin, phé quan ly ctra hang san pham

am nhac.

- Khong cé diu van tay trén bat cit bé mat nao.

- Ménh kim loai néng chdy, hau qua cta tia h6 quang.

- Sgi cap cd 0 bén bang day nhém c6 boc 16p cach dién.

+ Nha mdy san xuat linh kién dién Bennington, AM-MV-60, chiu dugc
dong dién 1én tdi 60.000V.
+ Cat tay, bang cwa kim loai, ludi md&i, gdy mot rang.
- Hai bu 16ng c6 chot ham, dwong kinh trong long 1,9cm.
+ Khong thé truy nguyén.
- D4u vét riéng biét ctia dung cu dé lai trén bu l16ng.
- L6i dan dién dong thau, dau vai sgi cap bang hai bu 16ng dwong kinh
0,6cm.
+ Tat ca déu khong thé truy nguyén.

- D4u giay cao co.

+ San pham ctia Albertson-Fenwick Model E-20 danh cho thg dién, c&
11.

- Lwéi kim loai dugc cat ra dé chui vao tram dién, c6 dau vét riéng biét

cta dung cu la kéo cat bu 16ng.

- Canh ctra va khung ctra du6i tang ham.

+ Lay dugc ADN. Da gtii xét nghiém.
+ D6 an Hy Lap, taramasalata.
- T6c vang, dai 2,5cmt ty nhién, cia ngudi tir 50 tudi tré xuong, dwgc
phat hién & tiém ca phé bén kia ph6 doéi dién tram dién.
+ Pa gwri phan tich doc t6 - héa chat
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- Dau vét khoang chat tro nui Ira.
+ Khong tim thay trong tw nhién khu viec New York.
+ Tt trién 1am, bdo tang, treong dao tao vé dia chat chang?

- Phan mém Trung tam Diéu khién Algonquin bi truy cdp bang mat khau
noi bo, khong phai bdi hacker bén ngoai.

HO SO bOI TUQNG CHUA XAC BINH

- Nam giagi.

- B tudi 40.

- C6 kha nang la da trang.

- Co kha nang deo kinh, doi m.

- C6 kha nang téc ngan, mau vang.

- Quan yém mau xanh lam tham, twong ty dong phuc cta cong nhan
Algonquin.

- Rat thanh thao céac hé thong dién.

- D4u giay goi y rang khong c6 van dé thé chat nao anh hwéng dén tw
thé, dang di.

- C6 kha nang la ké da an trém gan 23m cap loai twong tu cua
Bennington va 12 bu 16ng c6 chét ham. Dy tinh tiép tuc tan cong? Md&
ctta vao nha kho ctia Algonquin an trom bang chia khoa.

- Co kha nang la nhan vien cua Algonquin hoac c6 quan hé vdi nhan
vién cua Algonquin.

- Lién quan dén khing b6? Cé quan hé véi Cong ly cho (chua xac
dinh)? Nhom khting b6? C4 nhan mang tén Rahman dinh liu vao? C6
nhitng tin hiéu ma hoa vé cac khoan tién chi trd, cac dong thai nhan sy
va thit gi d6 16n.
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Chuong 16

Pang lu lu hién ra.

D6 la y nghi xuat hién trong tam tri Amelia Sachs lic c6 ra khoi chiéc
Torino Cobra tai bai do xe cta Lién hgp Dién lyc va Chiéu sang Algonquin, &
khu Astoria, quan Queens. Lién hgp nay trai su6t may khoi phd nhung né
duwgce neo lai bédi mot toa nha kién tric phirc tap, gom nhitng tdm bé tong
vitng chdi mau dé va xam, cao vt 1én tdi sdu muwoi mét. Toa nha do s6 lam
cho cac nhan vién dang roi khoi cong ty lic cudi ngay trong bé ti teo, ho di
qua nhitng khung ctra tira nhw ctva nha bup bé tr6 trén nhitng bitc twong lién
hoan.

Puwong 6ng chay tir toa nha ra ¢ hang chuc vi tri va, ding nhuw ¢6 da nghi,
day dién c6 & khap moi noi, ma chi goi la “day dién” thoi thi khong hoan
toan phu hgp. D6 la nhitng sgi cap cing, day, mot s6 boc vat liéu cach dién,
mot s6 dé tran, mau xam bac, 6ng anh dudi nhitng ngon den an ninh. Ching
at da dwa hang tram nghin volt tir trung tdm toa nha qua mat loat thiét bi kim
loai va, c6 do rang dé la cac thiét bi bang gom hodc dugc boc vat liéu cach
dién khac, vao cac hé thong thap, cot va gian con phitc tap hon. Ching chia
ra va chay theo nhitng huwéng khac nhau, giong nhw xwong toa tir canh tay
xwong ban tay, r6i xuéng ngoén tay vay.

Nga dau vé phia sau, Sachs trong thdy cao phia trén dau c6 la bon thap
ong khoi, cling mau do day bui ban va xam xit bo héng, nhap nhay nhitng
ngon dén canh bao trong bong t6i nhap nhoang. Tat nhién, c6 biét cadc ong
khoi nay tir hang nam nay roi, khong ai tirng & New York tham chi chi mot
lan lai khong biét t&i ching, dic diém noi bat ctia nén céng nghiép phai
chang bén bd song Bong. Nhung c6 chwa bao gio tdi gan nhu thé nay va bay
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gi® chung dang thu hit c6, vion thang 1én bau troi xam xit. Co6 nhé rang, vao
mua dong, minh da tirng tréng thay khoi hay hoi nwdc boc 1én, con bay gio
chi c6 nhitng lan hoi néng va khi vo hinh, lam rung rinh nén tréi phang lang.

Sachs nghe thdy nhitng giong ndi va nhin qua bai do xe, nhan ra chirng
nam muoi ngwoi biéu tinh dang ding tu tap thanh dam déng. Ho giwong cao
ap phich va hé cac khau hiéu 6n hoa, c6 1€ 1a phan nan vé cong ty dién luc
ngon dau nhw ngén nuwdce 1a. Ho khong dé y rang c6 da dén day bang chiéc xe
ngon thi vang den ay gdp nam lan nhitng chiéc Prius cta ho.

Phia dwdi chan, ¢6 nghi minh cdm thay duwgc sy rung chuyén am am nhuw
c6 chiéc dau may khong 16 cua thé ky XIX dang chay qua. Va nghe thay ca
tiéng rén tram tram.

Sachs déng cita xe va tién dén cong chinh. Hai nhan vién bdo vé quan sat
c6. RO rang ho to mo veé cd géi cao rdo toc do, vé viéc co tdi trong chiéc xe cii
k¥ mau do khée khoan, nhung xem chirng ho ciing thdy buén cuwdi vi phan
ng cua cO tredc toa nha. Nét mat ho noéi, Phai roi, thuwe sy an twgng day,
dung khong? Sau bao nhiéu nam co chua tng di ngang qua.

Roi, sau khi Sachs chia thé, chia phu hiéu, nét mat ho tré nén canh giac va
- 10 rang dang cho dgi mot canh sat, tuy chang phai véi dang dap nhw thé nay
- ho ngay 1ap titc dwa co di qua cac hanh lang cta khu vie dau nao diéu hanh
Lién hgp Algonquin.

Khong giong toa van phong choang nggp ¢ khu Midtown ctia mot cong ty
khai thac dir liéu 16n lién quan dén vu an ¢6 maéi gidi quyét, Algonquin trong
c6 vé nhw mot birc hoa trong bao tang vé doi song nhitng nam 1950: tham
mau nau, d6 go mau vang, nhitng bitc anh mau me loe loet 16ng khung chup
nha mdy va thap truyén tai dién. Trang phuc ctia nhan vién - gan nhuw tat ca la
nam gidi - cyc ky bao thu: so mi trang, com 1€ t6i mau.

Ho tiép tuc di xudi day hanh lang té nhat, duwgc trang tri bé anh chup céc
tap chi c6 dang bai vé Algonquin. Ky nguyén dién Truyén tai dién nguyét
san. Ludi diéen.

Luc bay gio da gan sau rudi, tuy nhién van con hang chuc nhan vién & day,
ca vat nGi léng, tay do xan 1én, nét mat day lo lang.
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Nguwoi bao vé duwa Sachs tdi van phong ctia A. R. Jessen nam & cudi hanh
lang. Mac du rat hoi ha - Idc 1ai xe trén dwong cao toc, Sachs da 1ai vé6i toc do
xdp xi mot trdam muoi km/gid - c¢6 van kip tim hiéu dwgc mdét chit. Jessen
khong phai tén la Andy, ma la Audi, cach goi than mat cho Andrea. Sachs
ludn c6 y thirc lam bai tap & nha nhw thé, tim hiéu hét mic c6 thé vé nhitng
nguoi dirng dau. Viéc nay gitp duy tri sy ty tin trong cac cudc phong van va
tham van. Ron méc dinh vi CEO la dan 6ng. Co hinh dung mitc do tin cay doi
v&i co sé bi gidm xudng thé nao néu c6 dén day héi ngai Jessen.

O bén trong, ngay khi vita budc qua khung cira md vao gian ngoai ctia vin
phong, Sachs lién dirng lai. M6t thw ky, hay tro 1y riéng gi d6, mac chiéc ao
sat nach b6 mau den va di do6i giay cao got doc ditng, kiéng trén miii chan
chénh vénh lyc tim trong ngdn ti hoé so. Nguwdi phu nit toc vang, Sachs doan
chirng khodang bon muwoi tudi, cau may that vong vi khong tim thay thi sép
chi ta muon tim.

Pitng ¢ nguong cira ma@ vao gian chinh la mot phu nit bé vé téc mudi tiéu,
mac by vét mau nau gian di, do canh cao c6. Ba ta cau may quan sat cuéc dao
béi ti ho so va khoanh tay truéc nguc.

“Toi la Tham t@ Sachs, toi da goi dien trede.” Co noi khi nguwdi phu ni
nghiém nghi nhin sang minh.

Prng luc dy, nguwdi phu nit it tudi hon rit ra mot bia kep ho so tir trong
ngan td va dua né cho ngwdi phu nit nhiéu tuéi hon, réi néi, “T6i tim thay roi,
Rachel. Loi tai t0i, t6i da sap xép no6 khi ba di an triva. Rat cdm on néu ba cé
thé chup n6 thanh nam ban.”

“Vang, thwa co Jessen.” Ngudi phu nit nhiéu tu6i hon dap. Roi buéc t6i
may photocopy.

Nt CEO sai budc t6i trén doi giay cao got day bat trac, ngudc nhin thang
vao mat Sachs va danh cho c6 cai bat tay that chat. “Vao di, Tham tz.” Chi ta
néi. “Xem ra la ching ta c6 nhiéu diéu dé trao doi vGi nhau day!”

Sachs liéc vé phia ngudi trg ly mac bo vét mau nau va di theo Andi Jessen
dich thuc vao van phong cua chi ta.

Biét bao nhiéu thong tin phai nghién cttu trwdc, cd rau 1 nghi tham.
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Chuong 17

Andrea Jessen c6 vé hiéu dugc si hd hénh suyt xdy ra. “Tinh trén toan qudc,
toi it tudi th hai va la nit duy nhat ditng dau mot cong ty dién lwc 16n. Tham
chi du t6i c6 quyén quyét dinh cudi cung vé tuyén dung, nhan vién ni¥ &
Algonquin van chi chiém mudi phan tram nhw & hau hét cac cong ty dién luc
16n trén khap nwdc My. D6 la ban chét cia nganh nay.”

Sachs dang dinh héi tai sao Jessen lai budc chan vao nganh nay thi nit
CEO da doan trudc y cd, va noi, “Toi noi nghiép cha minh.”

Nit tham t¥ suyt tho 10 rang co trd thanh canh sat ciing hoan toan vi cha
cd, mot si quan “di dong,” hay si quan tuan tra b, lam viéc nhiéu nam cho
S& Canh sat New York. Nhung c6 kim 10i lai.

Jessen c6 guwong mat xwong xuwong, pha 16p trang diém hét sitc mong.
Nhitng nép nhan da xuat hién, tuy nhién mdi hoi mé ma, rut ré toéa ra tir dudi
doi mat mau xanh 14 cdy va khée méi diu dang. Nhitng cho khéc, lan da van
min mang. Pay chang phai mot phu nit hay & ngoai troi.

Ta&i lwot chi ta quan sat Sachs ky lwdng, roi hat dau vé phia chiéc ban uong
ca phé 16n, nhitng chiéc ghé van phong xép xung quanh. N tham t ngoi
xuong trong lic Jessen nhac dién thoai.

“Xin thit 16i mot chit.” Nhitng ngén tay c6 méng duge cat tia nhung
khong son bam phim s6 kéu lach cach.

Chi ta goi cho ba ngudi khac nhau - tat ca déu vé vu tdn cong. Mot cudc,
ni tham t c6 thé két ludn la cho luat sw, mot cho bd phan quan hé céng
ching va mot cho mot cong ty PR bén ngoai. Chi ta danh hau hét thoi gian
cho cudc goi thit ba, xem chitng dang ddm bado rang nhan vién an ninh da
dwgc bo sung tai tit ca cac tram dién cling nhw cac co s khac cta cong ty.
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Viét xuong nhitng dong ghi chui nhé li ti bang cay bit ma vang, Jessen néi véi
cung cach rat van tat, tit nglt danh gon, tuyét nhién khéng c6é cac cau dém
kiéu “y t6i 1a” hay “anh biét ddy.” Trong ltc Jessen tudn ra nhitng chi thi,
Sachs ngam nghia van phong, dé y thay trén chiéc ban go téch 16n c6 bitc anh
Andi Jessen thoi thiéu nién chup cung gia dinh. Tt mét loat anh, c6 suy ra
rang Jessen c6 nguwdi em trai kém may tudi. Hai ngwoi trong giong nhau, tuy
anh ta téc nau, con chi ta té6c vang. Trong cac birc anh gan day, anh ta dep
trai, khoe manh trong bo quan phuc. Cac btrc khac chup anh ta di day di do,
doi khi véi canh tay quang qua mot c6 gai dep, moi bitc la mét c6 gai khac
nhau.

Khoéng c6 birc anh nao chup Jessen ciing mot déi twgng c6 quan hé tinh
cam.

B6n birc twong xung quanh dwge phu kin bang cac ta sach, ban do va anh
chup nhitng tai liéu in c6 han c6 xudt x& t* mot cudc trung bay bao tang vé
lich st dong dién. Tam ban do ghi tiéu dé Lwdi dién Dau tién thé hién mot
phan cia Ha Manhattan, khu virc pho Pearl. Co trong thay mot but tich dé
doc, Thomas A Edison, va c6 cho rang do la chit ky that cia nha sang ché.

Jessen gac mdy, réi vieon ngudi vé phia trewdc, chong khuyu tay 1én ban,
anh mat rung rung nhung ham va d6i mo6i moéng toat 1én sy manh mé. “Pa
bdy tiéng dong ho sau... sy viéc bat ngo kia. T6i c hy vong cac cd dang
giam gilt ké nao d6. T6i chac cac ¢6 téom dugc han r6i.” Chi ta 1am bam.
“Pang 1€ chi can dién thoai th6i. Khong can tryc tiép dén.”

“Khong, toi tdi day dé hdi chi vé mot s6 diéu phat hién dwgc trong qua
trinh diéu tra.”

Jessen lai té ra than trong. “T6i da n6i chuyén véi ngai thi trudng, thong
d6c va ngudi ditng dau van phong FBI New York. O, ca B6 An ninh Ndi dia
nita. T6i c¥ nghi sé gap mot trong s6 ho, chit khong phai mot si quan canh
sat.”

Pay khong phai mot 16 coi thuwong, khong phai mot 16i coi thwong co v,
va Sachs khong cdm thdy bi xic pham. “S¢ Canh sat New York dang xt ly
hién treong vu an. Cac cau héi cua toi lién quan tdi van dé dé.”
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“Ra thé.” Nét mat Jessen hoi diu di. “La phu ni* véi nhau, tha that t6i da
c6 chit ty vé. Toi twong rang may vi tai to mat 16n kia khong xem trong
minh.” Mot nu cwoi bi an thoang qua. “Chuyén von van xay ra ma. Thuong
xuyén hon la ¢6 c6 thé hinh dung.”

“T6i hiéu chuyén nay.”

“T6i nghi 1a c6 hiéu. Mot tham ti, ha?”

“Phai.” R6i Sachs, cam thay sw cap bach ctia vu an, lién dé nghi, “Chiing
ta di vao van dé nhé?”

“Tat nhién!”

Chuong dién thoai tiép tuc kéu, nhung theo chi thi ma Jessen dwa ra cho
nguwoi trg ly riéng vira quay lai sanh van phong, né reng reng moi mot hoi roi
im lang, vi nguoi tro ly da thay sép nhdc may tra 10i dau day dang kia.

“Truwdc hét, 1a van dé co tinh so bd. Cong ty da doi mat khau truy cap vao
phan mém diéu khién Iwéi dién chwa?”

MGt cai chau may. “Tat nhién. D6 la viéc dau tién ching t6i lam. Ngai thi
tredng hay Bo An ninh Noi dia khong noi véi bén co a?”

Khong, ho khong néi, Sachs ngam nghi.

Jessen ti€p tuc, “Va ching t6i da thiét 1ap thém mot hé thong twong Iira.
Nhitng hacker d6 sé khong thé xam nhap dwogc nira.”

“Co 1é khong phai la hacker.”

Jessen nghiéng nghiéng dau. “Nhung sang nay, Tucker McDaniel da noi
rang co 1€ la khiing b6 ma. Vién mat vu FBI dy?”

“Chung toi c6 thong tin mdi hon.”

“Lam thé nao ma vu viéc xdy ra theo cach khac dwgc? Mot ké tit bén
ngoai da doi dwong truyeén tai va cai dat lai cac aptomat tai MH-10, tram dién
¢ phd Nam muoi bay.”

“Nhung ching t6i kha chac chan rang han 1ay dwgc mat khau tr ndi bg.”

“Piéu dé la khong thé nao. Vu viéc han phai do nhitng ké khung bo tién
hanh.”

“Pay dit khoat 1a mot kha nang va la diéu t6i muon hoi chi. Nhung tham
chi néu 1a thé di nita, bon ching ciing dang st dung nguwdi ndi bd. Mot si
quan ¢ bé phan Toi pham Mang cta ching t6i da trao d6i v6i nhan vién IT
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cta chi. Anh ta néi rang khéng cé bang chitng nao vé viéc hé thong bi hack
mot cach doc 1ap.”

Jessen ng6i nin thinh, xem xét ban lam viéc ctia minh. Xem chirng chi ta
khong vui vé gi - vi thong tin vé ké tay trong? Hay vi ngwoi cia cong ty da
trao doi vdi canh sat ma chi ta khong biét? Chi ta ghi mot lvu y va Sachs ban
khoan ty héi phai chang d6 1a lvu y vé viéc sé khién trach nhan vién an ninh
mang kia.

Sachs tiép tuc, “P6i tuwgng bi trong thdy da mac dong phuc ctia Algonquin.
Hodc it nhat cling la mot bo quan yém mau xanh lam rat giong dong phuc
nhan vién cua chi mac.”

“DPai twgng a?”

“MGt nguwoi dan 6ng bi nhan ra ¢ tiém ca phé doéi dién tram dién, xung
quanh thdi diém vu tan cong dién ra. Han bi trong thdy c6 dem theo laptop.”

“C0 c6 m6 ta gi vé ngwoi nay khong?”

“Da trang, c6 1é d6 tt tuan. Khong co6 thém thong tin gi khac.”

“0, vé bo dong phuc, ngudi ta c6 thé mua, ciing c6 thé ty may.”

“Pung. Nhung chwa hét. Sgi cap han st dung tao ho quang dién thi sao?
N6 do nha may Bennington san xuat. Cong ty chi van thuvong xuyén mua loai
nay.”

“Phai, toi biét. Nhung hau hét cac cong ty dién lyc déu mua loai nay ma.”

“Tuan trudc, gan hai mwoi ba mét cap Bennington, cling cd, da bi an trom
tai mot trong nhitng nha kho cua chi ¢ khu Harlem, cung v&i mot ta bu 16ng
c6 cho6t ham. Chiung dwoc dung dé dau...”

“T6i biét chung duwgc dung dé lam gi.” Nhitng nép nhan trén guwong mat
Jessen han 1én ro rét hon.

“Du ké dot nhap nha kho 1a ai, han cling da st dung chia khéa dé mé cira.
Han ciling da chui vao duwong ham dat ong ky thuat nam ngam bén dwdi tram
dién qua cong dan hoi nwdc cua Algonquin.”

Jessen voi no6i, “Nghia la han khéng stt dung chia khoéa dién tir dé vao tram
dién?”

“Khong.”
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“Theé thi, cling c6 bang chitng cho thay ddy khong phai la nhan vién cong
ty.”

“Nhu t6i da noi, n6 la mot kha nang thoi. Nhung con tinh tiét khac nita,”
Sachs b6 sung thém viéc ho phat hién ra ddu vét cia do an Hy Lap, goi y vé
mot mai lién quan dén khu vire quanh day.

Duwong nhuw béi r6i trrdc mie do ho da tim hiéu dwgc, nit CEO lap lai véi
veé bure boi, “Tetramasalata a?”

“Co6 nam tiém an Hy Lap trong khoang cach c6 thé di bd ti tru s& cong ty
chi. Hai muwoi tdm tiém trong khodng cach mudi phuit di taxi. Va vi dau vét
kha mdi, cé thé phan doan rang han hién la nhan vién cong ty hodac it nhat
cling ldy mat khau tr mot nguwdi hién la nhan vién cong ty. Co thé bon chiing
da gap nhau tai tiém an nao dé & gan day.”

“Q, thwra cd, xung quanh thanh phé cé biét bao tiém dn Hy Lap.”

“Hay c dat gia thiét mat khau may tinh bj 16 tir bén trong cong ty. Nhitng
nguwoi nao c6 mat khau?” Sachs héi. “Do6 thue sy 1a van dé can xem xét trdc
hét.”

“Rat han ché va dugc kiém soat rat nghiém ngat” Jessen voi noéi, nhw thé
chi ta dang bi xét x1t vi t0i so sudt trong hoat dong quan ly. Cau dap nghe nhw
kiéu da dugc qua tap duot.

“Nhitng nguoi nao?”

“T6i. Va sau nhan vién cdp cao. Vay théi. Nhung, Tham t, d6 la nhitng
nguwoi da lam viéc cho cong ty bao nhiéu nam qua. Ho khong 1€ lai hanh dong
nhv thé. Khong thé twdng twgng dugc.”

“T6i hiéu rang bén chi gittr mat khau va may tinh riéng ré.”

MGt cai chép mat trede sy nam bat thong tin nay. “Phai. Ching duwgc thiét
1ap ngau nhién bdi nhan vién giam sat cap cao cda trung tam diéu khién. Va
dwgc cat trong két sat ho so & can phong bén canh.”

“T6i mudn c6 cac cai tén, va tim hiéu xem da cé ai vao can phong ay trai
phép.”

Jessen ro rang chong cuy lai y twong thu pham la nhan vién coéng ty, nhung
chi ta van néi, “T6i sé goi cho giam doc an ninh cta chiing t6i. Anh ta c6 cac
thong tin ay.”
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“Va toi mudn cé danh sach bat citr cong nhan nao trong vong vai thang qua
duwgc giao nhiém vu stta chita nhitng dwong 6ng hoi nwdc dat trong cai cong
nam bén kia pho so véi tram dién. D6 1a mot con hém nam cach tram dién
chirng chin mét vé phia bac.”

Nt CEO nhac dién thoai yéu cau trg ly riéng triéu tap hai nhan vién dén
van phong ctia chi ta. Yéu cau dugc dwa ra rat lich sy. Mac du mot s6 nguoi &
vi tri nay cho t&i lic bdy gio da phai quat thao r6i, Jessen van lam chd ban
than va c6 thai do chitng muyc. B4i vai Sachs, thai dé do khién chi ta cang cé
vé cing ran hon. Chinh nhitng ngudi c¢ quat thado am Ién la nhitng ngudi yéu
dudi va bap bénh. Diéu nay von van luon xuat hién trong nganh canh sat.

Chi choc 1at sau khi Jessen gac may, mot trong hai ngudi chi ta yéu cau
dén tham gia d c6 mit. Vin phong ctia 6ng ta c6 18 1a & ngay bén canh. Ong
ta 1a mGt doanh nhan trung tudi, voc dang chac nich, mdc so mi trang va quan
xam.

“Andi. C6 gi méi khong?”

“C6 mot s6 chuyén. Ong ngbi di.” Rodi Jessen quay sang Sachs.

“Pay la Bob Cavanaugh, Phé Chu tich cap cao diéu hanh cong viéc hang
ngay. bay la Tham t@ Sachs.”

Ho bat tay nhau.

Ong ta héi Sachs, “Tinh hinh da tién trién gi chwa? Pa x4c dinh duoc doi
twgng chwa?”

Trudc khi nit tham t kip tra 10i, Andi Jessen da néi mot cach nhan nhin,
“Ho nghi tha pham la ngwdi ndi bo day Bob.”

“Nguoi noi bo?”

“Hién tai thi c6 vé la nhw thé.” Sachs dap, va trinh bay nhitng gi ho tim
hiéu dwgc cho tGi Iic nay. Cavanaugh xem chirng cling hoang mang tredc
kha nang cong ty minh dang chita chdp mot ké phan bai.

Jessen noi, “Ong c6 thé héi bd phan Bao dudng duong 6ng hoi nudc
khong, xem nhitng nguwdi nao da dugc phan cong kiém tra dwong ong dat
dwéi cai cong gan tram MH-107?”

“Tinh dén bao lau tré vé trudc?”

“Hai, ba thang gi do.” Sachs tra 10i.
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“T6i khong biét ching ta c6 1ay dwoc danh sach phan céng khong, nhung
toi sé hdi,” Cavanaugh goi dién, yéu cau cung cap thong tin, réi quay lai vdi
hai nguoi phu nt.

Sachs noéi: “Bay gio, ching ta hay trao déi thém mdt chit vé mdi lién hé
tGi khing bo.”

“T6i twong co dang két td6i mot nhan vién cong ty?”

“Chang c6 gi bat thuong néu nhitng nhom khung bo tuyén dung tay
trong.”

“Chung ta nén xem xét tGi cac nhan vién theo dao Ho6i chang?”

“T6i dang suy nghi vé nhitng ké phan doi & bén ngoai kia kia.” Sachs noi.
“Khting b sinh thai thi sao?”

Cavanaugh nhun vai. “Algonquin tr tredc t¢i nay von van bi truyén thong
phé phan 13 chwa du than thién v6i méi truong.” Ong ta phat bidu diéu nay
mot cach té nhi, khong nhin vé phia Jessen. Pay rd rang la van dé quen thudc,
chang hap dan gi.

Jessen noi vdi Sachs, “Chung t6i c6 mot Chuong trinh vé nang lugng tai
tao. Chuing t6i dang theo du6i n6. Nhung ching toi cling rat thyc té tredc van
dé nay va khong lang phi thoi gian. Trén phuong dién chinh tri, phat 14 co
nang lwgng tai tao la ding dan. Tuy nhién, hau hét moi nguwdi c6 biét gi vé
van dé dy dau.” Chi ta phdy tay lanh dam.

Nghi dén tinh khoc liét ctia mot s6 vu khung bo sinh thai xdy ra khong 1au
tredc day, Sachs dé nghi Jessen néi chi tiét hon.

Nhu thé c6 da nhan nit BAT vay.

“Tin nhién liéu hydro, nhién liéu sinh hoc, trang trai gio, trang trai nang
lwgng mat troi, nang lwong dia nhiét, phat dién tr khi metan, tan dung séng
bién dé phat dién... C6 biét chiing tao ra dwgc bao nhiéu khong? Chwa dugc
ba phan tram tong nang lwgng ca nuwdc tiéu thu. Nira lwgng dién cung cap cho
My la ti than da. Algonquin st dung khi tw nhién. Khi tw nhién cung cap hai
muoi phan tram lwong dién. Hat nhan chitng mwdi chin phan tram. Hydro
bay phan tram.”

“Chac chan nang lwgng téi tao sé phat trién, nhung rat, rat cham. Trong
vong mot thé ky tgi, chiing van sé chi 1a mot giot nhé trong x6 dién nang
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thoi, néu toi c6 thé ty trich dan minh.”

Nt cha tich tham chi tré nén gian dit hon. “Chi phi xay dwng ban dau qua
kinh khing, may mdc thiét bi dé lam ra dwgc dién nang dat mot cach dién r6
va khong dang tin cay, cac nha may thong thuong lai ¢ xa nhitng trung tam
diéu do chinh nén chi phi van tdi cting 1a khoan chi phi khéong 16 nita. Hay lay
vi du cdac trang trai mat troi. Lan song cua twong lai, phai khong? C6 c6 biét
ching 1a mét trong nhitng loai hinh sdn xuét dién ton nwdc nhat? Va ching
duwoc dit ¢ dau? O noi c6 nhiéu 4nh ning mait troi nhat va do dé ciing khan
hiém nwéc nhat.”

“Nhung ct 16n tiéng phat biéu nhw vay di, truyén thong sé lai nhdy x6
vao. Ca Washington va Albany nita. C6 nghe néi tGi cac vi thuwgng nghi si sap
stta dén thanh phd nhan dip Ngay Trai dat chi?”

“Khong.”

Jessen tiép tuc, “Ho thudc Tiéu bang hon hgp cac nguén nang lwong, lam
viéc vdi Tong thong vé nhitng van dé moi treong. Ho sé c6 mat tai cude tap
hop dong ddo & Cong vién Trung tam t6i thit Nam nay. Va ho sé lam gi? Sé
danh chiing t6i. O, ho s& khong truc tiép nhic tdi Algonquin, nhuwng t6i cam
doan rang mot trong s6 ho sé chi vé phia ching t6i. Ttr cng vién, ngudi ta co
thé trong thay cac 6ng khoi. Téi chac chan do la ly do ban t6 chitc lya chon
cho ay dé dat san khau... Thoi dugce, day la quan diém cuda t6i. Tuy nhién,
liéu nhw thé c6 du dé bién Algonquin thanh muc tiéu? T6i hoan toan khong
nhan thiy diéu nay. Chac chan, mét s6 phan tr cuc doan chinh trj va ton gido
dang tan cong co s@ ha tang cia My. Nhung chang phai vi van dé sinh thai.”

Cavanaugh tan thanh. “Khtng bd sinh thai u? T6i khong nhé da tirng xay
ra bat c* mot vu gi. Va toi da lam viéc ¢ day ba mwoi nam, t6i da lam viéc
v6i cha cua Andi khi 6ng ay cai quan cong ty. Hoi ay ching toi dot than da.
Chung t6i luén xéac dinh tinh than bi t6 chitc Hoa binh Xanh hay cac phan tw
tw do pha hoai. Nhung chang xdy ra chuyén gi hét.”

Jessen khang dinh, “Khong c6 chuyén gi ca, ching t6i néi chung chi phai
tiép don dam nguoi tdy chay va phan doi théi.”

Cavanaugh mim cuwdi chua chat. “Va ho khong nhan ra mot sy mia mai la
mot nita trong s6 ho bat tau dién ngam dén day tr Trién 1am Nang lwgng Mdi

https://thuviensach.vn



tai trung tam t6 chic hoi nghi, cong trinh hoat dong dwgc chinh nhd dong
dién tr nha may Algonquin. Hay budi t6i hom trwdc ho da lam nhitng tdm ap
phich con con dwéi 4nh sang den dién do chiing t6i cung cap. Bé qua sy mia
mai di. Thé thi 1a dao ditc gia a?”

Sachs noi, “Tuy nhién, cho t&i lic chiung t6i lién lac dugc twr ai do, hoac
tim hiéu dugc thém nhitng tinh tiét khac, t6i van mudn xem xét kha nang
khting bd sinh théai. Cac vi da nghe gi vé m6t nhém c6 tén bat dau bang
nhitng tw “Cong ly cho” chwa?”

“Cho cai gi?” Cavanaugh hoi.

“Chung t6i khong biét.”

“Q, toi chwa bao gi® nghe,” Jessen néi. Cavanaugh ciing chira. Nhung ong
ta bdo sé kiém tra cac van phong khu vuc ctia Algonquin xem hg cé nghe
dugc gi khong.

Ong ta nhan mot cudc dién thoai va nhuwén mat véi Andi Jessen. Ong ta
lang nghe, két thic lién lac, r6i bao Sachs, “Khong co6 stta chita gi & cong dan
hoi nuéc tir hon mot nam nay. Nhitng tuyén dy déu da dirng hoat dong,”

“Vang, dwgc r6i.” Thong tin nay khién Sachs chéan nan.

Cavanaugh néi: “Néu c6 khong can toi nita, bay gio toi sé di hoi tham cac
van phong khu vic xem thé nao.”

Sau khi ong ta roi khoi ddy, mot ngudi My gbc Phi cao rdo hién ra noi
khung ctta - ngwoi thit hai dugc triéu tap - va Jessen lién bao anh ta ng6i. Chi
ta gidi thiéu bon ho véi nhau. Sachs nhan ra Gidm déc An ninh Bemard Wahl
la nhan vién da mau duy nhat c6 trong thdy tai cong ty cho téi lic nay ma
khong mac b6 dong phuc quan yém cta cong nhan. Nguwdi dan ong than hinh
vam v khoac bo com Ié t6i mau va so mi trang, hé citng. Ca vat do. Pau hai
sat, 1ap lanh dudi nhitng ngon dén gan bin tran. Sachs liéc 1én nhin va thay c&
cach mot bong lai c6 mot bong bi g& ra. Mot hanh dong dé tiét kiém chang?
Hay, v6i quan diém phadn do6i nhitng chinh sach moi trueong, phdi chang
Jessen da quyét dinh rang giam tiéu thu nang lwgng sé mang lai 1gi ich trén
phuong dién quan hé cong chiung?

Wahl bat tay Sachs va 1én liéc cho 16i ra trén hong c6, noi c6 deo khau
Glock. Mot ngudi duge dao tao trong nganh canh sat sé khong buoén quan

https://thuviensach.vn



tam t&i khau sting cua o, né chi la cong cu tac nghiép nhw dién thoai di dong
hay but bi. Nhitng canh sat nghiép dv mai bi mé hodc badi vii khi.

Andi Jessen tom tat tinh hinh v&i anh ta va héi vé nhitng ngudi cé thé tiép
can mat khau may tinh.

“Mat khau ay a? Chi mot vai nguwdi thoi. Toi mudn noéi, ho ¢ nhitng vi tri
rat cao. Chi hoi t6i, n6 qua hién nhién réi. Chi chac chan ching t6i khong bi
hack ch&? Gio li oat con thye sy ma lanh lam.”

“Chac chan dén chin mwoi chin phan trdm.” Sachs ndi.

“Bernie, hdy bao ai d6 kiém tra viéc tiép can phong dat két sat ho so bén
canh trung tam diéu khién.”

Wabhl rit dién thoai di dong, goi cho mot trg ly, ra 1énh thyc hién yéu cau
nay. Anh ta két thiac cudc goi, roi n6i thém, “T6i da chd nghe thong bao vé
mot ké khuing b6. Nhung chi lai dang nghi t&di mot nguwdi trong ndi bo a?”

“Theo chung toi, hodc la mot ngudi trong ndi bo hodc la vai sy giup do
ctia mot nguwdi trong ndi nd. Tuy nhién, ching t6i qua c6 muén hoi vé nhitng
moi de doa khing bo sinh théi.”

“Khong cé gi trong bon nam to6i lam viéc ¢ day. Chi cé nhitng ngudi biéu
tinh.” Wahl hat dau vé phia ctra so.

“Anh da bao gio nghe noi t6i mot nhom co6 tén la “Cong ly cho” cai gi do
chwa? Dinh dang dén nhitng van dé moi truong chang?”

“Chwa bao gio, thwa chi.” Wahl gilt thai do diém tinh, hoan toan khong
boc 16 cam xuc.

Sachs tiép tuc, “Liéu c6é van dé gi v6i nhitng nhan vién bi dudi viéc gan
day, nhitng nhan vién bat man vdi cong ty khong?”

“Véi cong ty u?” Wahl héi. “Bon chiing da tan cong mot xe buyt thanh
pho. Cong ty dau phdi la muc tiéu?”

Jessen ndi, “Co phiéu cua ching ta bi rét gia tdm phan tram ddy, Bemie.”

“Q, phai. T6i da khéng nghi t6i khia canh ndy. C6 mét vai treomg hop. Toi
sé 14y danh sach.”

Sachs tiép tuc, “T6i cling mudn biét bat ctt thong tin gi anh nam dwogc vé
nhitng nhan vién gap phai nhitng van dé vé tam than, vé viéc kiém soat cac
con gian, hodc nhitng nhan vién cé biéu hién bat 6n.”
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Wahl noi, “Bo phan an ninh thuwong khong 1én danh sach nhitng treong
hop ay, trir phi c6 biéu hién tram trong. C6 nguy co tién hanh bao lwc doi véi
ban than hodc ngudi khac. Ngay 1ap tirc thi t6i khong thé nghi ra ai. Nhung
toi sé hdi bd phan nhan sy va y té.

“MGt so van dé thuong dwoc gilt bi mat, nhwng toi sé cung cap cac céi tén
cho chi. Chi c6 thé tir d6 ma xem xét.”

“Cam on. Hién tai, chiing t6i nghi han c6 1é da an trdm cap va linh kién tai
mot nha kho ctia Algonquin, nha kho & ph6 M6t tram muwoi tam.”

“T6i nhé vu viéc ay.” Wahl néi, nhan mat lai. “Ching t6i da diéu tra
nhwng mat mat chi la vai tram do la. Va chang c6 manh moi gi.”

“Ai c6 chia khéa?”

“P6 1a loai dai tra. T4t cd cdc cong nhan lam viéc tryc tiép déu cé. O khu
vuc nay ha? Tam tram ngudi. Cong thém cac nhan vién giam sat.”

“Gan day c6 trvong hop nao bi sa thai, hay bi nghi ngd an cap an trom gi
khong?”

Wahl liéc Jessen xem minh nén hay khong nén tra 10i cac cau héi nay. Anh
ta tiép nhan thong diép ngdm ngam la nén.

“Khong. Khong c6 treong hop nao bo phan téi ndm duwge.” Pién thoai di
dong cda anh ta reo chuoéng va anh ta nhin vao man hinh. “Xin 16i. Wahl
ddy...” Sachs theo d6i nét mat anh ta trong ltic anh ta lang nghe tin tic gi do6
c6 vé rac roi. Anh ta nhin ti* nguwdi nay sang ngudi kia, roi két thic cudc goi.
Anh ta dang hang, khong 1én cling chang xu6ng giong. “Co thé, t6i khong
chac, nhung c6 thé ching ta da c6 vi pham an ninh.”

“Cai gi?” Jessen ngat 10i, gwong mat dé bung 1én.

“Lich st dang nhap vao s6 Chin canh Tay.” Wahl nhin Sachs. “Canh c6
trung tam diéu khién va phong cat cac tai liéu bi mat.”

“Thi sao?” Jessen va Sachs dong thanh hoi.

“Gitta phong diéu khién va cdac tai liéu bi mat c6 mot ctta an ninh. Binh
thwong né phéai déng, nhung lich st khéa thong minh cho thdy né da mé
khoang hai tiéng dong ho cach day vai ngay. Do truc trac hodc bi can thiép
sao do.”

“Hai tiéng dong ho? Khong c6 giam sat?” Andi Jessen noi con thinh nd.
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“Vang, thua chi.” Wahl néi, r6i mim chat méi. Anh ta xoa qua dau 6ng
anh. “Nhung xem ra khong cé bat ctt ké nao vao dwoc tit bén ngoai. Khong
c6 vi pham an ninh ¢ sanh.”

Sachs hai, “Video an ninh?”

“Khong, ching t6i khong lap camera ¢ d6.”

“Co ai ng6i gan can phong dé khong?”

“Khong, bén ngoai can phong la mot hanh lang trong. N6 tham chi khéng
hé duoc danh dau, dé dam bao an ninh.”

“Bao nhiéu ngudi co thé da tiép can can phong?”

“Ludn mot vét tir so Chin dén s6 Muwdi mot canh Tay.”

“Tic 1a?”

“Nhiéu.” Wahl thtra nhan, anh mat nhin xuong.

Thong tin dang nan, tuy Sachs ciing khong mong chd gi hon. “Anh cé thé
cho t6i danh sach tat ca nhitng ngwoi da ra vao can phong hom ay chiy?”

Wabhl lai thie hién mot cudc goi nita, trong lic ban than Jessen ciing nhac
dién thoai va n6i con thinh nd vé sy vi pham an ninh. May phtt sau, mot co
gai mac so mi ni* mau vang nhong nha nhéng nhanh, téc chai phoéng, rut ré
buéc qua cra. Co ta liéc Andi Jessen mot cai roi dwa tap gidy cho Wahl.
“Bemie, toi da tap hgp cac danh sach anh can. Ca danh sach tir bd phan Nhan
su.”

Co ta quay di va sung suwéng tron thoat khéi hang hum céi.

Sachs nhin guong mat Wahl trong Itic anh ta xem xét ban danh sach. Ro
rang nhiém vu lIén danh sach khong doi hoi nhiéu thoi gian nhung két qua lai
chang hé dé chiu. Bon muoi sau nguwdi, anh ta ndi c6 thé da tiép can can
phong.

“Bén muoi sau ngwdi? Oi, lay Chiia,” Jessen ngdi sup xuéng, nhin chim
cham ra bén ngoai ctta s6.

“Thoi duge. Biéu ching ta can tim hiéu la nhitng ai trong s6 ho.” Chi ta
lam dong tac chi ban danh sach, “c6 bang chitng ngoai pham, nhitng ai c6 ky
nang cai dat lai may tinh va bo tri sgi day dién ¢ diém do xe buyt.”

Jessen nhin cham cham vao chiéc mdy tinh dé ban khong ché vao dau
dugc cua minh. “Toi khong phai mot chuyen gia ky thuat. Toi thwa hwong
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nang khiéu kinh doanh tir cha minh trong nganh cong nghiép dién lwc nay,
san xuat dién, van tai dién, moi gigi.” Chi ta suy nghi mot 1at “Nhung t6i biét
nguoi cé thé gidap do.”

Jessen lai goi dién thoai, roi ngang dau nhin. “Anh ta at sé c6 mat tai day
sau may phut nita. Van phong cua anh ta & bén kia khu Dét.”

“Khu...?”

“Khu tua bin.” Jessen lam dong tac chi ra ngoai ctra s6, phan toa nha ma
tr d6 vuon 1én cac ong khoi. “Noi chiing t6i san xuat hoi nwdc dé chay may
phat dién.”

Wahl dang xem xét ban danh sach ngan hon. “Pay la nhitng nhan vién
chuing t6i phai ky luat hoac dudi viéc vi nhiéu 1y do khac nhau trong vong sau
thang qua, mot s6 vi van dé tam than, mot s6 vi két qua xét nghiém ma tdy
duong tinh, va st dung rugu bia trong luc lam viéc.”

“Chi c6 tam nguoi.” Jessen noi.

Co sy ty hao trong giong noi cua chi ta chang?

Sachs so sanh hai danh sach. Khong ai trong danh sach ngan hon nhitng
nhan vién cé van dé - tiép can dugc mat khau may tinh. Co6 cam thdy that
vong, co da hy vong rang né sé dem lai két qua.

Jessen cam on Wahl.

“Tham t&, néu c6 bat cit viéc gi khac toi cé thé lam, hay c goi t6i.”

Sachs ciing cdm on vién giam doc an ninh, r6i anh ta rdi khéi d6. Co béo
Jessen, “T'6i mudn mang vé ban sao ho so xin viéc cia ho. Tat cd moi ngwoi
trong danh sach. Hodc néu chi c6 h6 so nhan vién, ly lich caa ho. Bat ci¢ thi
gl.”

“Pugc, toi co6 thé thu xép viéc nay.” Jessen yéu cau nguwoi trg 1y chup ban
danh sach va tap hgp théng tin nhan sy vé tirng nguoi.

M6t nguwdi dan ong khac, hoi hon hén, bwdc vao van phong cua Jessen.
Sachs w6c doan anh ta khodng gifta t¢ tuan. Anh ta hoi phuc phich, mai t6c
ngod nguwgc mau nau chen lan sgi bac. “Dé thuwong” c6 vé la tir phu hop véi
anh ta. Sachs két luan ring anh ta mang nét gi d6 tré con. Anh mét 1ap lanh,
doi 16ng may nhuwén 1én, va ban tinh ludn chan ludn tay. Tay ao so mi ké soc
nhau nhi xan cao. Vun thitc an, cé vé vay, baAm lam tam trén quan.
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“Tham t& Sachs.” Jessen noi. “Con day la Charlie Sommer, giam doc cac
du an dac biéet.”

Anbh ta bat tay ni tham ttr.

Nt CEO nhin dong ho deo tay, ditng 1én va mdc chiéc o vét chi ta Iwa
chon tit ti quan 4o 16n. Sachs ban khoan khong biét chi ta c6 hay thic trang
dém khong. Chi ta chai gau hay bui gi d6 bam trén vai 4o. “T6i phai gap cong
ty PR ctia chiing ta va sau do t6 chitc hop bao. Charles, anh c6 thé dwa Tham
t* Sachs vé van phong minh khéng? C6 4y mu6n hoi anh mot sé viéc. Hay
giup d& co ay hét sic.”

“Vang. Rat san sang.”

Jessen dang nhin qua ctra s6 vuong triéu ctia minh - toa nha do so, kién
tric thuwgng tang cua thap, cap va gian gido ngang doc. Vé&i dong song Bong
dang l1ap lanh chdy xiét phia sau, chi ta c6 vé giong nhu ngudi thuyén trudng
trén con tau khong 16. Nguwoi phu nit khong ngirng miét ngén cai va ngén trd
ban tay phdi vao nhau dong tac biéu 10 suw cang thang ma Sachs ngay 1ap titc
nhan ra, vi c6 cling thwong xuyén lam nhu thé. “Tham ti¢ Sachs, han st dung
bang nao day dién cho vu tan cong d6?”

Sachs tra 10i Jessen.

N CEO gat dau va tiép tuc nhin ra bén ngoai ctra s6. “Vay han con da dé
thye hién nam hay sau vu nita. Néu ching ta khong thé ngan chan dwoc.”

Andi Jessen duong nhu khong mudn nghe 16i dap. Tham chi chi ta dwong
nhw dang chang néi vdi hai nguwdi khach trong phong.
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Chuong 18

Tan tam, mot doi song xa hdi khac hién ra trong cong vién Quang truong
Tompkins & khu East Village. Nhitng cap vg chong tré, c6 cap mac dé Brooks
Brothers, c6 cap deo khuyén, xam tré day ngwoi, day nhitng chiéc xe néi chd
tré em. Cac nhac si, cac doi yéu nhau, nhitng nhoém thanh nién muwoi tam, doi
muoi trd vé nha sau mot ngay lam nhitng cong viéc dang ghét, 1ong ngap tran
niém vui trede nhitng gi ma budi téi cé thé md ra. Lan téda mui nwdc sot Xuic
xich, mui ca ri va tram huong.

Fred Dellray ngoi trén chiéc ghé dai gan mot cay du to, tdn x0a rong. Lic
md&i dén, anh ta da danh mat nhin tdm bang, biét dwgc rang tai noi day, vao
nam 1966, nguoi sang lap phong trao Hari Krishna da doc cham ngon cua
dong nay, lan dau tién bén ngoai An Do.

Anh ta chua titng biét diéu ay. Dellray thich triét ly thé tuc hon than hoc,
nhung cling da nghién cttu tat ca cac ton gido 16n va biét dong Hari Krishna
c6 bon nguyén tac co ban dé di theo Pat Ma - con duwong dao ditc ngay thang:
long nhéan ttr, sy tw chu, tinh trung thyc va thanh sach ca vé thé xac lan linh
hon.

Anh ta dang ngam nghi vé nhitng pham chat ay va cai cach ching duogc
nhic t6i & thanh phé New York ngdy nay so v4i & Nam A, thi nghe tiéng
buwdc chan 1ét sét tir dang sau.

Ban tay anh ta tham chi chwa vieon dwgc nita chirng téi khau sing, giong
noi da cat lén, “Fred.”

Dellray hét sitc bai r6i vi bi bat gap ltic dang mat canh giac. William Brent
chang phai moi de doa, nhung triedc day ga co thé dé dang tré thanh maoi de
doa.
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Mot dau hiéu khac niva caa sy sa stt nghiép vu chang?

Dellray hat dau bdo ga dan 6ng ng6i xuéng. Mac bo com 1é den toi tan,
Brent khong mang nét gi dac biét, cam hoi xi, cdp mat nhin thang bén duéi
mai toc chai ngugce ra dang sau dugc xit keo gilt nép. Ga deo chiéc kinh gong
thép da 16i mot tir khi Dellray con dung ga. Nhung chiing thiét thye. Nét dac
treng cua William Brent.

Ga chi diém ngoi bat chéo chan va liéc mat qua cai cay. Ga di doi tat dét
hoa tiét hinh qua tram, d6i giay lwdi mon xo xac.

“Khoe chtt, Fred?”

“U. Lu bu.”

“Dao tridc ong lic nao cha thé.”

Dellray khong buon héi xem tinh hinh Brent ra sao. Cling chang buon hoi
xem hién nay ga tén gi. Hay nghé nghiép cta ga. Héi chi lang phi stc lyc va
thoi gian.

“Jeep. Cai do ky la, phai khong?”

“U.” Dellray nhat tri.

“Ong cho 1a n6 sé ton tai dugc bao 1au?”

Dellray im lang, nhung ro6i thanh that trd 161, “Ba nam.”

“Pdy la ¢ day. Nhung néu Atlanta xai lai, né c6 18 sé ton tai dugc it lau.
Néu n6 dirng tré nén ngu ngoc.”

Dellray dugc dong vién khi nghe thay diéu nay. Trwdc ddy, anh ta tham chi
khong biét dugc chinh xac Jeep sé di dau.

“Vay, Fred, 6ng biét bay gio t6i la mdt nguwdi cé cong an viéc lam. Chinh
dang. Toi lam gi ¢ day?”

“Vi cau ludn luon lang nghe,”

“Lang nghe a?”

“Tai sao toi thich dung cau. Cau luon luén lang nghe. Va cau nghe dugc
cac chuyén. C6 cam giac rang cau van nghe dugc cac chuyén.”

“Vé vu no & diém do xe buyt dy a?”

«“0y.»

“Truc trdc dién gi d6.” Brent mim cuwoi. “Tin titc dwa nhw vay. Toi truéc
nay van luon ban khoan vé néi &m anh cua chuing ta doi vGi cac phwong tién
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truyén thong. Tai sao tOi phai tin twéng moi diéu? Ho bdo ching ta rang
nhitng ngoi sao nhac pop hai muwoi chin tu6i, nhitng nam dién vién bat tai xai
gai va cocaine v6 do cu x& khong ra gi. Tai sao nhitng thong tin ay lai xing
dang hon mot phan triéu gidy y thitc ctia ching ta?... Cai diém do xe buyt do,
Fred. Ba xdy ra mot chuyén khac.”

“Pa xdy ra mot chuyén khac.” Dellray von vao mdt vai vGi Jeep. N6 la bd
phim dugc-san-xuat-cho-truyén-hinh, cwong diéu. Tuy nhién, & day, vdi
William Brent, anh ta la dién vién theo treong phai nhap vai hoan toan. Tinh
t€ va chan that. Kich ban da dwgc viét suot nhitng nam qua, nhung dién xuat
xuat phat tw trai tim. “T6i thyc sy can biét chuyén gi.”

“Tdi thich 1am viéc véi 6ng, Fred. Ong... khé tinh nhung luén ludn thanh
that.”

Vay, minh da di duwgc mot phan tw chang duong dén vai s khai sang Dat
Ma. Vién mat vu néi, “Chung ta sé tiép tuc tir day chit?”

“T6i nghi r6i. Lam chan chi diém c6 thé ton hai sttc khoe 1am.”

“Nguoi ta Idc nao cha tai xuat duwge. Van deé kinh té chét tiét. Nhitng tam
séc an sinh xda hoi khong an thua nhw nguwoi ta tweng,” Dellray lap lai,
“Chung ta sé tiép tuc tir day chi?”

Brent nhin cham cham cay du trong muoi lam gidy dai dang ddc. “Chuing
ta sé tiép tuc. Hay cung cap mot sb thong tin, t6i sé xem liéu n6 c6 dang véi
thoi gian va rui ro cta minh khong. Cua ca hai chung ta.”

Cua ca hai chiung ta a? Dellray ban khoan tham hoi. R6i néi, “Chuing t6i
khong c6 nhiéu thong tin. Nhung cé 1€ 1a mot nhom khung b6 mang tén
“Cong ly cho,” cho cai gi dé ching to6i chwa biét. Thu 1inh nhém 6 18 1a mot
ké c6 ten Rahman.”

“Bon ching ditng dang sau a, vu xe buyt ay?”

“Co thé. Va mot ké c6 1é c6 dinh dang dén cong ty dién lyc. Chua xéac
dinh dugc nhan dang. Pan 6ng hay dan ba, ching t6i chwa biét.”

“Chinh xac da xay ra chuyén gi ma nguoi ta chwa cong b6? Panh bom a?”

“Khong. Thua pham thao tung lwéi dién.”

L.ong may Brent nhuwén 1én dang sau cap kinh ¢6 16 si. “Lwdi dién. Dién...
hay suy nghi vé n6. N6 dang sg hon mot thiét bi no ty tao... Véi lwéi dién,
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chat n6 da san sang do, trong nha & cia moi ngwdi, trong van phong ctia moi
nguoi. Tat ca nhitng gi han can lam la diéu khién vai thiét bi chuyén mach.
T6i ngoéo, anh ngoéo. Chang c6 cach nao ma thoat dugc.”

“Ly do tai sao t6i ngoi day day.”

“Cong ly cho cai gi dé... Ong biét Chuong trinh hanh dong ctia bon ching
nham t&i dau khong?”

“Khong. H6i gido, Aryan, chinh tri, trong nuwdc, nwdc ngoai, sinh thai.
Chung t6i khong biét.”

“Cai tén t dau ra? Puoc dich a?”

“Khong. Bat duwgc nhuw thé. “Cong ly” va “cho.” Bang tiéng Anh. Co
nhitng tir khac nita. Nhung ho khong biét dugce.”

“Ho.” Brent nhéch méi cwdi, va Dellray ban khoan tw héi liéu ga c6 biét
chinh xac viéc Dellray dang lam & dau khong, rang anh ta da bi cai thé gidi
dién t* md&i mé tuyét voi hay mot phat sang bén. SIGINT - tinh bdo tin hiéu.
“Pa co ai dirng ra nhan trach nhiém chuwa?” Ga dan ong khé khang hai.

“Chua.”

Brent suy nghi rat ky. “Va phai dan dyng cong phu lam méi thyc hién
dwgc mot vu nhu thé nay. Phai dan bao nhiéu cai sgi vao nhau.”

Co mat Brent rung rung, né noéi cho Dellray biét rang mot s6 manh ghép
dang dwoc lap rap lai. Anh ta héi hop quan sat dién bién dy. Nhung tat nhién
khong dé 16 gi.

Brent thi thao khang dinh “Phai, t6i da nghe no6i. Vé viéc c6 ké dang gay
tai hoa.”

“N6i cho t6i biét di.” Dellray c6 gang khong dé 10 giong qua héao hic.

“Chua da dé noéi. Méi la manh moi nhat thoi thoi.” Brent néi thém, “Con
nhitng ké c6 thé cung cap thong tin cho t6i u? To6i khong dé ong tryc tiép lién
hé dugc.”

“Co6 dinh dang dén khing bo khéng?”

“Toi khong biét.”

“Vay cau cling khong bao la khong dugc.”

“Pung thé.”
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Dellray cdm thdy mot cai huych bat an trong 16ng nguc. Anh ta da st dung
doi quan chi diém nhiéu nam nay va anh ta biét minh dang dén gan chuyén gi
d6 quan trong. “Néu nhém nay hay bat cit nhom nao ma tiép tuc hanh dong...
rat nhiéu nguwdi sé bi ton hai. Ton hai hét sitc nang né.”

William Brent chu méi thoi ra mot hoi khé khang nhw thoi nén. Nghia la
ga chang may may quan tam, va sy kéu goi long ai quoc, kéu goi nhitng gi la
1é phai, chi phi thoi gian thoi.

Pho Wall nén c6 bai hoc...

Brent tiép tuc, “T6i sé cung cap cho 6ng cac cai tén va dia diém. Bat c&
thong tin gi c6 dugc, toi sé cung cap cho 6ng. Nhung toi la nguwdi tién hanh
cong viéc?.”

Khac v6i Jeep, khi Dellray con dung Brent, ga da tw boc 10 vai pham chat
cta Thién téng Dat Ma. Sv tw cht. Thanh sach vé linh hon - @, it nhat cling
vé thé xac.

Va tinh trung thyc quan trong hon hét thay.

Dellray cho rang anh ta c6 thé tin twédng ga. Anh ta xody vao ga anh nhin
cham chdp nhu khoan. “Pay. Toi cé thé chdp nhan dé cau tién hanh cong
viéc. T6i cé thé chap nhan bi gat sang mdt bén. Thit t6i khong thé chap nhan
la sw cham tré.”

Brent noi, “D6 1la mot trong nhitng 1y do dé 6ng xuy tién ra ma. Thong tin
mau le.”

“Thit von van dwa ching ta t6i...” Doi vai Dellray, viéc trd cong cho doi
quan chi diém khong thanh van dé. Anh ta thich trao doi bang an hué - giam
an, xo6a an, thuvong lwgng vGi cac nhan vién ty ban phong thich. Nhung tién
cling co6 tac dung.

Pua ra bang nao, sé nhan lai bang ay.

William Brent néi, “Thé gidi nay dang thay doi, Fred a.”

O, ching ta lai quay vé ché d6 sao? Dellray dam chiéu ty nhu.

“Va toi c6 vai vien canh mudn theo dudi. Nhung van dé la gi? Van dé ludn
ludn la gi?”

Tién bac, 1€ di nhién.

Dellray hai, “Bao nhiéu?”
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“MGt tram ngan. Tra tredc. Va 6ng c6 duge si dam bao. T6i sé kiém dugc
cho ong th gi do.”

Mot tram ngan do la?

“Pon gian la khong co6, William.” Dellray n6i, khong suy nghi gi vé céi
tén ma hang nam nay cé thé Brent da chang con dung dén. “Khoan dé nhiéu
hon toan b ngan quy danh cho cac tay trong ctia ching téi. Khodn d6 nhiéu
hon toan bo ngan quy danh cho céc tay trong ctia bat ¢t ch6 nao.”

“Hirm.” Brent khong n6i gi ca. Bay chinh xac 1a thai d6 ctia ban than Fred
Dellray, néu anh ta & vi tri bén kia caa cudc thuwong lugng.

Vién mat vu ngéi vuon vé phia tredc, dan hai ban tay xwong xau vao
nhau. “Cho t6i mot phit.” Gidong nhw Jeep ¢ tiém an hoi ham lic ndy, Dellray
dieng 1én, budc qua mit mot ngwdi di van truwot, hai ¢6 gai chau A khic khich
cwoi va mot anh chang chia ra cac t@ roi, tréng hén hd dén ky la, coi sw
nghiép cia minh la ngay tan thé nam 2012. Bén gan cai cay Pat Ma, anh ta
rut dién thoai ra goi.

“Tucker McDaniel day.” Cau chao ngan gon, lanh nhat.

“Fred day!”

“Anh kiém duwgc gi a?” Giong vién Phé Trwdng van phong nghe cé vé
ngac nhién.

“Co thé. Mot tay trong cua toi, dao trude. Chwa cé gi cu thé. Nhung ga
von van dang tin cay. Moi toi gd muon tién.”

“Bao nhiéu?”

“Chung ta c6 dugc bao nhiéu?” McDaniel im lang mot chut. “Khong
nhiéu. Cai ga nam gitr gia tri lam a?”

“Chua co gi ca.”

“Tin, dia diém, hanh dong, cac con s6? Van ban?... C6 gi chwa?”

Giong nhu may tinh dang chay mét danh sach dir liéu.

“Chura, Tucker. Chua c6 gi ca. N6 giong nhw mot khoan dau tu.”

Cudi cung, vién Phé Trwdng van phong noi, “Toi c6 thé chi sau, cling c6
thé la tdm ngan.”

“Thé thoi u?”

“Quy tha ma bat, gd muén ngan nao ch?”
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“Chung toi dang thuong lvgng.”

“Thyc té, ching ta phai dan xép con s6 cudi cung cho vu nay, Fred a.
Chung ta khong c6 chuan bi trede. Anh biét day.”

Viéc McDaniel khong muon chi trd dot ngot tré nén rd rang. Anh ta da
don tat ca kinh phi hoat dong cia van phong cho SIGINT cung cac nhém C
va T. Bwong nhién, mot trong nhitng khodn dau tién anh ta giat ra la ngan quy
cho chi diém.

“Khdi dau sau ngan. Bé xem hang hoéa thé nao. Néu ngon lanh, téi co thé
chi chin hodc mwoi ngan. Tham chi chirng do6 da 1a cang cho t6i lam r6i!”

“T6i nghi 1a han sé kham pha dwoc diéu gi do, Tucker.”

“Cha, cho xem bang chitng da... Gilt may nha... Pugc roi, Fred, C va T
dang goi. Toi phai tra 101 bon ho.”

Cach.

Dellray dong dién thoai lai va ditng day mot lat, dam dam nhin vao cai
cdy. Vang vang bén tai anh ta, “Ba ay hét sitc tai ba, quy vi biét day, nhung
cO chuyen nay xem ra khong chinh xac... khong, do la lich ctia nguoi Maya,
t0i muon nai 13, cé thé Nostradamus... diéu d6 hoan toan sai lam... 6, may da
di dau vay, cho?...”

Nhung nhitng gi anh ta dang thuc sy nghe thay la giong ngudi cong sw &
FBI néi cach day may nam. “Khong van deé gi, Fred, toi sé thay anh.” Va thuc
hién chuyén di ma Dellray dwgc phan cong tredc do.

Ro6i anh ta nghe thay giong vién dac vu phu trach van phong New York néi
hai ngay sau, cai giong nghen ngao, thong bao vdi Dellray rang ngudi cong
su kia 1a mot trong s6 cac nan nhan bi thiét mang trong vu danh bom khting
bd vao toa nha Co quan Diéu tra Lién bang & thanh ph6 Oklahoma. Nguoi
cong su kia da co madt tai phong hop ma Dellray dang 1€ phai c6 mat.

Tai thoi diém 4y, Fred Dellray, trong phong hop cta ban than minh, day da
tién nghi, may diéu hoa khong khi chay ro ro, cach hé bom nghi ngut khéi
hang dam, da quyét dinh rang, tir by gio trd di, mot wu tién trong sy nghiép
thue thi phap luat cua anh ta sé la truy na nhitng ké khing bo va tat ca nhitng
ké sat hai nguoi lwong thién nhan danh ly twéng nay no, chinh tri, xa hoi, hay
ton gido, bat ké.

https://thuviensach.vn



Phdi, anh ta da bi vién Pho Truwdng van phong xép xuodng vi tri thit yéu.
Anh ta tham chi da bi coi nhw v6 tich sy. Nhung nhitng gi anh ta sap stra lam
hau nhuw khong lién quan dén viéc chithg minh ban than hay bao vé cac cach
hanh dong cti.

N6 lién quan dén viéc ngan chdn cai ma anh ta cho la t6i 4c x4u xa nhat:
sat hai nguoi lwong thién.

Dellray quay lai ché William Brent, ng6i xuéng. Anh ta néi, “DBuwgc. Mot
tram ngan.” Ho trao d6i so dién thoai - ca hai déu dung sim rac, dugc vit bo
gan nhuv hang ngay. Dellray nhin dong ho deo tay. Anh ta néi, “T6i nay.
Quang treong Washington. Gan treong luat, cho cac ban cg.”

“Chin gio a?” Brent hoi.

“Chin rudi di.” Dellray ding day va, theo phuwong thitc hoat dong cua gici
chi diém bi mat, roi khoi cong vién mot minh, dé William Brent ngoi lai phia
sau, vO vit doc bdo hay ngam cdy du Krishna.

Hay tinh toan céch tiéu tién.

Nhung ga chi diém da nhanh chong bién mat khéi dong suy nghi, va Fred
Dellray can nhac viéc dung canh thé nao cho t6t nhat, con tac ké hoa ltic nay
phai tha vai gi, anh mat phai nhin ra sao, phai thuyét phuc, du do, kéu goi s
ung ho nhv thé nao. Anh ta kha chac chan rang minh cé thé xoay x& dugc,
nhitng k¥ nang dy anh ta da mai gitia bao ndm nay.

Anh ta chi chuwa bao gid nghi sé c¢6 ldc st dung nang lwc ban than dé cuép
cua nguoi thué anh ta lam viéc - Chinh phu My va nhan dan My - mot tram
ngan do la.
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Chuong 19

Trong lic Amelia Sachs di theo Charlie Sonuners vé van phong anh ta & phia
bén kia khu Dot cua Lién hgp Algonquin, c6 nhan thay hoi nong tang 1én dan
doc theo 10 trinh phitc tap ma anh ta dang dan dat. Tiéng am am tran ngap cac
hanh lang ciing tang 1én sau moi buwdc chan.

CoO hoan toan lac 16i. Lén géc, roi xuéng gac. Trong ldc di theo anh ta, co
gl va nhan vai tin nhan bang chiéc BlackBerry, nhurng khi ho xuéng sau dan
thi c6 phai tap trung budc, cac hanh lang moi lic mot thém thu dich véi
khach. Séng di dong rot cudc mat han va c6 khéng nhin dén dién thoai nita.

Nhiét do cit tang dan.

Sommers dirng lai trudc canh ctra day, bén canh la gia mii bao ho.

“C0 lo lang cho mai toc ha?” Anh ta héi cao giong, vi tiéng am am tr phia
bén kia canh ctta lic bay gio rat 16n.

“T6i khong muén né rung hét!” Sachs hét dap lai. “Con néu khéng thi
chdng sao.”

“Chi hai 16i théi. Pay la 16i ngan nhat tdi van phong t6i.”

“Cang ngan cang t6t. Toi dang v0i.” Sachs v& cai mii, chup lén dau.

“San sang chwa?”

“T6i cho la r6i. Doc dang kia chinh xac la gi vay?”

Sommers nghi mot 14t, r6i no6i, “Pia nguc.” Va hat dau bao Sachs tién Ién.

CO nh¢ lai nhitng vét thwong tron nhw nhitng cham bi chi chit khap than
thé Luis Martin. Hoi thd ctia ¢o trd nén gap gap va co nhan ra ban tay minh,
dang dwa vé phia tay nam ctra, d@ cham cham lai. C6 tim lay, kéo canh ctra
thép nang ma ra.

Phai, dia nguc. Lra, lvu huynh, tran ngap.
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Nhiét d6 trong can phong cao kinh khing. Hon mot tram do nhiéu va
Sachs khong chi cam thdy nhw kim cham trén da ma con cam thdy cac khép
xuwong bdot dau mot cach ky la vi sttc nong lam diu di chitng viém.

Lic d6 da mudn gan tam gio t6i - nhwng van con du s6 nhan vién lam viéc
tai khu Bot. Con khét vé dién cé thé tang gidm trong ngay nhung khong bao
gio ngirng han.

Khoang khéng gian t6i md md, ro0 rang phai cao tdi sdu muoi mét, day
gian gido v6i hang trdm thiét bi. O khu virc trung tdm 1a day mdy 16n mau
xanh 1a cay nhat. Chiéc 16n nhat rat dai v6i né6c khum khum giéng nhw mét
can nha ton théo lap dugc, rat nhiéu duong 6ng, day dan, day dién tir d6 chay
ra bén ngoai.

“D6 la MOM,” Sommers noéi to. “M-O- M. Midwest Operation
Machinery, nha mdy ché tao may moéc van hanh mién Trung Tay, Gary,
Indiana. N6 dwgc san xuat hoi thap nién 1960.” Tat ca nhitng thong tin ay
dwgc néi nhu hét vdi sy sung kinh nhat dinh. Sommers bé sung thém rang no
la may phat dién 16n nhat trong s6 nam may phat dién tai lién hgp nam trén
dat quan Queens nay. Anh ta tiép tuc ké rang khi lap dat lan dau tién, MOM
la may phat dién 16n nhit nwéc My. Bén canh cac may phat dién khac -
ching chi dugc danh s6, khong dwoc dat tén - con c6 may cung cap hoi nwdc
siéu nong cho khu vire thanh phé New York.

Amelia Sachs thyc sw bi thu hit béi hé thong may moc do s§. Co nhan ra
minh da buéc cham lai trong lic nhin cham cham nhitng bé phan khong 16,
cd gang phan doan vé viéc lap rap chung. Nhitng gi tri tué con ngudi c6 thé
sap xép vao v&i nhau, nhitng gi ban tay con ngudi co6 thé xay dung nén, that
quyén rii.

Sommers b6 sung thém, Sachs thdy dwong nhw c6 phan hanh dién, rang
san lwgng dién cta toan bo nha may ¢ Queens - MOM va vai tua bin nita -
xdp xi hai nghin nam tram megaWatt. Khoadng hai mwoi lam phan tram mic
st dung toan thanh pho.

Anh ta chi mét day bé chita. “P6 la noi hoi nwdc ngung tu thanh nwéc va
dwgc bom trd lai noi hoi. Bat dau chu trinh mdéi.” Anh ta tiép tuc néi nhuw hét,
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vé hanh dién, “N6 c6 hon nam tram linh bay kilomet dudng 6ng cac loai, hon
ba tram mét cap “.

Nhwng ro6i, bat chap sy mé dam trieéc cac may moc do sd, Sachs van cam
thdy that lai trong bung noéi s¢ khoang khong gian bi bao boc nay. Tiéng am
chang ngdt. Cai nong.

Sommers duong nhw hiéu diéu ay. “Théi nao.” Anh ta ra hiéu cho c6 di
theo minh va nam phut sau ho da & can phong bén kia, treo mii bdo ho lén
gia. Hanh lang, mac du van dm, mat mé va thoang dang hon han so vGi may
phut treéc vira ¢ trong dia nguc.

“Co0 cam thay kho chiu lam, ding khong?”

“Vang.”

“C0 khong sao chu?”

Sachs gat dong mo6 héi chdy buén buén trén mat, gat dau. Sommers dwa
cho c6 to gidy xé tr mot cudn gidy cat ¢ do, c6 vé dé moi nguwdi lau mat va
0. C6 lau kh6 mat va c6 minh.

“Pi 16i nay nao!”

Anh ta dan c6 di xubi theo cac day hanh lang vao mot toa nha khéac. Lai
leo cau thang, cudi cung thi ho cling dén van phong cta anh ta. Co kim tiéng
cudi tredc quang canh 16n xon. Can phong day ap may tinh va cac thiét bi co
khong thé nhan ra la gi, hang tram thiét bi, dung cu, day dién, linh kién dién
tit, ban phim, cac vat bang kim loai, nhira, go v&i di moi mau sac, hinh dang.

Va do an vat. Rat nhiéu d6 an vat. Khoai tay chién, banh quy xoan, soda,
banh chocolate hiéu Ding Dong, banh nwdng trang miéng hiéu TWinkie. Va
banh vong phu dwong hiéu Hostess, thi gidi thich cho nhitng hat 1am tam
trang nhw gau roi trén quan 40 Sommers.

“Xin 16i. Pay la cach lam viéc ctia bo phan cac Dy an DPac biét.” Anh ta
noi, gat cac ban in tir may tinh ra khoéi mot chiéc ghé van phong 1ay cho cho
Sachs ng6i. “Cha, cach lam viéc cua t6i, it nhat la thé.”

“Chinh xac anh lam gi?”

Sommers giai thich, c6 phan bdi rdi, rang anh ta la nha sang ché. “T6i biét,
nghe c6 vé hodc rat giong nhw hoi thé ky XIX hodc rat giong phim quang cao
thwong mai. Nhung do la cong viéc toi lam. Va t6i 1a con ngudi may man
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nhat thé gidi. T6i kiém song chinh xac bang cong viéc tv thud nho t6i da
muon lam, ché tao may phat dién, dong co, bong den...”

“Anh tw ché tao bong deén a?”

“Chi hai lan gay hoa hoan cho phong ngu cua to6i théi. Cha, ba lan, nhung
ching t6i chi phai goi cttu héa hai lan.”

Sachs nhin birc anh Edison treo trén twong.

“Vi anh hung cta t6i.” Sommers néi. “Ngudi dan 6ng day sirc hap dan.”

“Andi Jessen ciling treo cai gi do vé ong ay trén twong. Mot bitc anh chup
lwdi dién.”

“D6 la chit ky nguyén ban ctia Thomas Alva... Nhung t6i cé thé néi
Jessen giong Sumurl Insull hon.”

“Ai co?”

“Edison 1a nha khoa hoc, Insull 1a nha kinh doanh. Ong ta phu trach Lién
hop Edison va tao ra dich vu cung cap dién déc quyén 16n dau tién. Cung cap
dién cho hé théng tau dién Chicago, gidi thiéu nhitng thiét bi dién dau tién
mot cach thuc tién, vi du ban 13, d& moi ngudi phai mé man dién. Ong ta qua
la thién tai. Nhung cudi cung 6ng ta da that bai. Chuyén nay nghe c6 vé quen
ha? Ong ta da st dung don bdy tai chinh qua mic va khi cudc Pai Suy thoéi
xdy ra, cong ty sup do lam hang tram nghin c6 dong khong con gi. Hoi giong
treong hgp Enron. C6 mudn biét chat thong tin chang may y nghia chit?
Cong ty kiém toan Arthur Aniterson dinh liu dén ca Insull lan Enron.”

“Nhung t6i? Toi dé viéc kinh doanh cho nhitng ngwdi khac. T6i chi lam ra
cai no céi kia. Chin muoi chin phan tram la vo nghia. Nhung... cha, t6i da co6
hai mwoi tdm bang sang ché mang tén minh, tao ra gan chin mwoi quy trinh
va san pham & Algonquin. Mt s6 ngwdi ng6i trwde ti vi hay choi video game
dé giai tri. Toi thi... 0, sang ché cac thit.” Sommers chi cai hdp cac tong 16n,
day ap nhitng manh gidy vuéng va chit nhat. “b6 1a Ho6 so Gidy an.”

“Cai gi?”

“Nhitng Iic & tiém ca phé Starbuck hay tiém ban thitc an, néu ndy ra mot y
twong, toi ghi né vao to gidy an, va trd vé day khai trién n6. Nhung t6i gitt lai
ban ghi y twéng ban dau, ném noé vao kia.”

“Vay néu c6 mot bao tang veé anh, trong bao tang sé c6 Phong Gidy an.”
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“Toi tirng hinh dung dén diéu nay.” Guwong mat Sommers dé birng, tir chan
toc téi cai c6 ngan nhitng ma.

“Chinh xac anh sang ché ra nhitng gi?”

“T6i cho 1a nhitng gi minh lam trai nguge véi nhitng gi muén lam . Ong
dy muon moi ngwoi st dung dién. T6i mudn moi ngwoi khong.”

“Sép anh biét muc dich cta anh chit?”

Sommers cuwdi thanh tiéng. “C6 18 t6i nén néi rang minh muén moi nguwoi
stt dung dién hiéu qua hon. T6i la chuyén gia vé negaWatt ctia Algonquin.
“Nega,” bat dau véi chit n ay.”

“Chuwa bao gio nghe noi t6i.”

“Nhiéu ngudi chia bao gio nghe néi tdi, diéu dé qua sai lam. Thuat ngi
nay do nha méi treong hoc va khoa hoc xuét sac, Amory Lovins st dung lan
dau tién. Ly thuyét dugc dwa ra nham khuyén khich gidam nhu cau vé dién va
dung dién mot cach hiéu qua hon, thay cho viéc xay dung nhitng nha may
phat dién méi dé tang nguon cung. Nhitng nha mdy phat dién dién hinh lang
phi gan nita lwgng hoi néng, xa thang 1én theo cac 6ng khoi. Mot nira! Hay
nghi tGi diéu d6. Nhung & day ching t6i c6 mot loat b thu nhiét bé tri trén
cac 6ng khéi va cac thap 1am ngudi. O Algonquin, ching tdi chi bi mat hai
muoi bdy phan tram théi.

“0, va gan day to6i da danh mot nita quy thdi gian cia minh dé di khép
nwdc My, két ndi cac cong ty nho st dung nang lwgng thay thé va nang lugng
tai tao, dé ho cé thé tham gia vao nhitng lwgi dién quan trong nhw lwgi dién
Lién két Bong Bac, tirc la Iwéi dién cta ching toi, va ban dién cho chiing to6i,
thay cho viéc chiing t6i ban dién cho nhitng cong déong nho.”

“T6i nghi Andi Jessen khong tng ho nang lwong thay thé va nang lwgng
tai tao lam.”

“Khong, nhung chi dy ciing khong dién r6. D6 1a lan séng cta twong lai.
T6i nghi ching t6i chi bat dong vé viéc bao gid thi twong lai dy t6i. Toi nghi
né sé tdi sdm hon so vai chi ay nghi.” Sommers nd nu cwdi ky di. “Tat nhién,
cod da dé y thay la dién tich van phong chi ay bang dién tich toan bd b phan
cta toi, va n6 & trén tang chin, nhin sang Manhattan... T6i thi & dwdi tang
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ham.” Guwong mat anh ta trd nén nghiém trang. “Nao, t6i c6 thé gitip d& duoc
gi?”

Sachs noi, “T6i c6 danh sach nhitng nguwdi & Algonquin cé thé da ding
dang sau vu tan c6ng sang hom nay.”

“Nguoi nao do ¢ day a?” Sommers to ra hoang mang.

“Co vé vay. Hay it nhat ké do cling hgp tac véi thu pham. Hién tai, ké do
c6 1é la dan 6ng, tuy han c6 thé hgp tac véi mot phu nit. Han hodc a ta ti€p
can dugc mat khau may tinh, cho phép truy cdp vao phan mém diéu khién
lwgi dién. Han da lién tuc danh sap cac tram dién dé dong dién chi con chay
qua tram trén phd Nam muoi bdy. Va han da cai dat lai cac aptomat, khién
ching chiu tai cao hon mitc binh thuong.”

“Vay la vu viéc dién ra theo cach dy.” Guwong mat Sommers thé hién noi lo
lang. “Cac may tinh. T6i da ban khoan ma. T6i khéng biét nhitng tinh tiét
de.”

“MGt sO sé c6 chitng ¢t ngoai pham, ching t6i chiu trach nhiém kiém tra
van dé nay. Nhung tdi can anh cho y kién xem ai c6 kha nang chuyén huéng
dong dién va tao ho quang dién.”

Sommers c6 vé thich thd. “T6i hanh dién qua. Khong ngo rang Andi tham
chi biét nhiéu vé nhitng gi dién ra dugi nay.” Roi vé tré con bién mat, thay thé
bang nu cwdi giéu cgt. “Liéu t6i c6 phai doi twong tinh nghi khéng?”

Sachs da doc dwgc tén ctia anh ta khi Jessen vira nhac dén n6. C6 nhin
thang vao mat anh ta. “Anh c6 trong danh sach.”

“Hirm. C6 chac chan rang ¢6 muo6n tin twéng toi?”

“Anh da tham gia m6t cudc dam thoai hoi nghi tir mwdi rudi cho tGi gan
gitta trra hom nay, khi vu tan céng xdy ra. Anh vang mat tai thanh pho trong
khodng thoi gian tht pham c6 1€ da danh cap mat khau. Dit liéu chia khoa cho
thdy anh khong dang nhap vao phong cat cac tai liéu bi mat bat c ldc nao
khac.”

Sommers nhuén mot bén 16ng may.

Sachs dap dap vao chiéc BlackBerry. “Pay la nhitng gi toi trao doi qua tin
nhan trén duwong di dén day. T6i da dé nghi nguwdi & S& Canh sat New York
kiém tra vé anh. Vi thé, anh trong sach.”
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Sachs cho la minh da néi véi giong xin 16i treéc viéc khong tin twdng anh
ta. Nhung Sommers dap lai, anh mat 1ap lanh, “Thomas Edison han sé tan
thanh.”

“Y anh la gi?”

“Ong 4y bao thién tai ching qua 1a mot ngudi c6 nang khiéu chiu 1am bai
tap 6 nha.”
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Chuong 20

Sachs khong muén cho Sommers xem han ban danh sach. Anh ta c6 thé biét
mot sO nhan vién va sé c6 xu hwdng gat bo kha nang bi tinh nghi cta ho,
hodc, mat khéc, cé thé 1ai sy chi y ctia ¢6 vao nguwdi nao dé don gian vi anh
ta nghi ho dang ngo.

Co khong giai thich 1y do cho viéc khong mudn ay, chi bao la minh muén
duwgce cung cdp ho so cua ai d6 c6 kha nang sap dat vu tan cong va st dung
may tinh.

Anh ta mé& mot tdi Doritos, mdi Sachs nhung c6 tit ch6i. Anh ta nhai rao
rao cad voc day. Sommers trong khong giong mot nha sang ché, ma giong
nguoi viét bai quang cao & tudi trung nién hon, véi mai téc bu xu va chiéc so
mi ké soc xanh lam - trang bé trong quan nhung hoi bung ra. Cai bung hoi
phé. Anh ta deo cdp kinh sanh diéu, tuy Sachs ngd rang trén gong kinh la
dong chit “Made in” ditng trwde tén mot nwdc chau A - Thai Binh Duong.
Phaéi nhin gan md&i phét hién dwgc nhitng nép nhan xung quanh mat va miéng.

Sommers uéng soda cho tr6i thitc an, réi noi, “Thit nhat, dinh tuyén lai
dong dién dé n6 di qua tram trén pho Nam muoi bay? Diéu dé sé thu hep
dién diéu tra. Chang phai tdt cA moi nguoi déu c6 thé lam dwogc. Thuc té,
chang phai nhiéu ngwoi cé thé lam duogc.

“Sé can biét vé SCADA. B¢ la Chuong trinh Diéu khién Giam sat va Thu
thap Dit liéu cta ching t6i. N6 chay trén may tinh st dung hé diéu hanh
Unix. Ngoai ra, c6 thé sé phai biét vé EMP, cac Chuong trinh quan ly nang
lvgng. Ching t6i dung Chuong trinh Enertrol. N6 ciling dwa trén hé diéu hanh
Unix. Hé diéu hanh Unix la hé diéu hanh kha phtc tap, dwgc dung trong
nhitng bo dinh tuyén Internet 16n. N6 khac véi Windows hay Apple. Khong
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thé cit tra trén mang ma biét cach st dung. Sé can mot ngudi tirng nghién ciu
vé SCADA va EMP, dugc dao tao han hoi hoac, it ra, da thyc tap tai mot
phong diéu khién khoang sau thang, m6t nam.”

Sachs ghi chép, roi héi, “Con vé viéc tao ho quang dién. Nhitng ai biét
cach?”

“Hay mo ta chinh xac xem han lam nhw thé nao.”

Sachs mo ta sgi cap va 16i dan dién.

Sommers hoi, “Né dugc dwa ra ngoai ctta s6? Gidng nhw mot khau sing?”

Sachs gat dau.

Sommers thoang im ldng. Anh ta nhin dam dam di cho khac. “Thi vii khi
ay c6 thé da giét chét hang chuc nguoi... Va né dot chay da thit that khing
khiép.”

“Nhitng ai c6 thé thwe hién?” Sachs tiép tuc hai.

Sommers lai lang di cho khac, c6 da dé y thay anh ta rat hay nhuw vay. Mot
lat sau, “T6i biét c6 dang hoi vé nhitng nhan vién cua Algonquin. Nhung c6
phai biét ho quang dién la diéu dau tién moi tho dién dugc hoc. Bat ké ho lam
viéc cho cac cong trinh xay duwng, cadc cong ty san xudt, luc quan hay hai
quan... bit c Iinh vic nao, mot khi ho da lam viéc vGi duwong dién da manh
dé tia Itra dién phong ra c6 thé gay nguy hiém, ho déu duwoc hoc cac nguyén
tac.”

“Vay anh muon néi la bat ct ai biét cach tranh hoac ngan chan hién tuwgng
h6 quang dién déu biét cach tao ra n6?”

“Chinh xac.”

Sachs ghi chép nhanh thém y nita. R6i c6 ngang nhin. “Nhuwng ching ta
hay trao doi thém mot lat vé nhan vién cong ty.”

“Pugc thdi, ngwdi nao & day cé thé tao ra mot thit nhw vay? Sé phai thao
tac voi duong day mang dién, nén phai la ai do6 la hodc tirng la thg dién lanh
nghé c6 chitng chi, hodc tirng la thg dat dwong day hay ngwoi khac phuc su
co cua mot cong ty dién lyc.”

“Gi co? Nguoi khac phuc sy c6 a?”

Sommers bat cuwdi. “Tén goi nghé nghiép rat oach, ha? D6 la nhitng k§ sw
giam sat, nhitng ngudi bo tri viéc stta chita khi dwong day bi sap hodc c6
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doadn mach, n6i tom lai la khi xay ra truc trac. Va hay nhé rang nhiéu nhan sy
cap cao & day ting trai qua cac vi tri nay. Chi vi bay gio ho lam cong viéc
moi gidi nang lwgng va ngoi sau ban gidy khong cé nghia la ho khong thé
vilra ngu vira mac lai ddy cho mot mach dién ba pha dau.”

“Va tao ra mot khau sing ban tia liva dién.”

“Chinh xac. Vay c6 nén xem xét tGi nhitng ai duwgc dao tao vé hé diéu
hanh Unix va cdc Chwong trinh quan ly nang lwong. Pong thdoi c6 lich st
nghé nghiép la thg dwong day, nguwdi khac phuc sy co, hay nhitng ngudi lam
viéc cho cac nha thau phu. Nhitng ngwoi lam viéc trong quan doi nita. Luc
quan, hai quan, khong quan von van dao tao ra nhiéu thg dién lam.”

“Xin cam on nhitng chia sé nay.”

Tiéng gbd vao khung ctra dot ngdt cat 1én. Mot phu nit tré ditng do, 6m
chiéc phong bi RedWeld phéng to. “Chi Jessen bdo la chi mudn nhitng ho so
nay? Tw bo phan Nhan su?”

Sachs nhan tap ly lich va h6 so nhan vién, cdm on nguwdi phu ni tré.

Sommers chén mon trang miéng, mot chiéc banh ngot Hostess nhd. Ro6i
dén chiéc thit hai. Anh ta hdp thém soda. “T6i c6 chuyén muén néi.”

Sachs nhuén mot bén long may.

“T6i c6 thé cho c6 mot bai gidng khong?”

“Bai giang?”

“Bai giang vé an toan.”

“To6i khong c6 nhiéu thoi gian.”

“Bai giang nhanh thoi. Nhung quan trong. Toi chi nghi, c6 dang gap bat
1gi 16n, bam theo... c6 goi han la gi nhi?”

“Thu pham.”

“Ldy vi du c6 bam theo loai thi pham thong thwong. Cuwép ngan hang,
dam thué chém muén... Co biét bon ching cé thé s¢ hitu mot con dao hay
mot khau sting. C6 da quen véi nhitng mon do. Co biét cach tw bdo vé minh.
Co0 c6 cac bién phap doi phé. Nhung khi dién dugc st dung lam mot thi vii
khi hay mot cai bay... n6 lai la mot tran bong hoan toan khac. Véan dé cta né
1a gi? N6 vo hinh. Va dau dau ciing c6 né. Y toi 13, khip moi noi. Pau tién,
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c6 phai biét dién nguy hiém dén mitc nao. Nghia la biét vé cwdng do dong
dién. C6 biét no6 la gi khong?”

“T6i...” Sachs da twéng minh biét, cho t6i Iic ¢6 nhan ra minh khong thé
dinh nghia n6. “Khong.”

“Hay so sanh mot mach dién vdi hé thong may bom: Nuéc dwgc bom qua
cac ong dan. May bom tao ra ap lyc nwéc, diy mot lwong nuwde nhat dinh di
qua cac 6ng dan vdi mét toc do nhat dinh. Nwdc di qua dé dang hay khong
phu thudc vao chiéu rong va tinh trang 6ng dan.

“Bay giog, trong mot hé thong dién, cling dién ra hién twgng giong nhu thé.
Chi la ¢6 ¢6 cac dién tit thay cho nuwdc, day dan hay chat dan dién nao do thay
cho 6ng dan, may phat dién thay dc qui thay cho may bom. Ap lyc déday cac
dién tw di la dién 4p. S6 lwgng dién tir di chuyén trong day dan la ampe hay
dong dién. Dién tré goi la ohm, dwoc xac dinh béi chiéu rong, va chat liéu
cta day dan hay bat cit cai gi ma cac dién tir chuyén dong qua.”

Cho tdi Iic nay thi bai gidng dang su6n sé “Co ly day. Toi chwa bao gio
nghe ai dat van dé nhu vay.”

“Chung ta dang no6i t6i ampe, hdy nhd: dé 1a s6 lwgng dién t di chuyén.”

“Vang!”

“Cuong do dong dién bang nao thi giét chét dwgc ngudi ta? V6i dong dién
xoay chiéu mot tram miliampe, nguwdi ta sé bi rung tim, va sé chét. D6 la mot
phan mudi théi. Cwong do dong dién chay qua chiéc mdy sdy téc dién hinh
hiéu Rite Aid cac c6 von van dung la muwoi ampe.”

“Muroi a?” Sachs thi thao.

“Phai, thwa c6. Mot chiéc may say téc. Mwoi ampe, nhan tién cling noéi, do
1a tat ca nhitng gi can cho mot chiéc ghé dién.”

Nhu thé c6 chwa du lo lang vay.

Sommers liép tuc, “Pién chang khac gi con quai vat cua Frankenstein, a
ma con quai vat nay da song day nho sam sét ddy. N6 vira ngu xuan vira tuyét
vOi. Ngu xuan vi mét khi n6é dwgc tao ra roi, né chi mudn lam moi mét viéc:
tré vé véi dat. Tuyét voi vi nd, theo ban nang, biét cach dé dang nhat dé thuc
hién diéu dy. N6 lu6n luén chon con dwong it tré ngai nhat. Co c6 thé nam
vao duwong dién mdt tram nghin volt, nhwng néu viéc né trd vé véi dat dé
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dang hon khi di qua sgi day, c6 tuyét doi an toan. Con néu c6 la vat dan dat
tot hon...” Cai hat dau day an y ctaa anh ta néi Ién hau qua.

“Bay gio, la bai hoc cho co. T6i c6 ba quy tac doi phé véi dién:

“Thit nhat, néu c6 thé, hdy tranh xa nd. Tén td6i pham nay chac chan sé biét
c6 dang diéu tra vé hdn va han c6 thé bo tri cac cai bay bang duong day mang
dién. Hay tranh xa cac vat dung kim loai, lan can, canh cita, nam dam cira,
san khong trai tham, d6 dung bang dién, may mo6c. Nhitng tang ham am wét,
cho nuwéce tu. Co da bao gio bat gap cac may bién ap va thiét bi chuyén mach
ngoai pho chwa?”

“Chua.”

“Roi, c6 da bat gap ching. Nhung c6 khdng nhan ra, vi cac bac cha sinh
me dé ctia thanh phé da giau chung di, nguy trang cho ching. Nhitng bé phan
hoat dong trong may bién ap rat xau xi va dang sg. O thanh phé, chiing dugc
chon duwéi dat hodc dat trong nhitng toa nha tréng té nhat, nhitng khu vie ¢c6
rao bao xung quanh son mau trung tinh. Co c6 thé ditng ngay bén canh mot
may bién ap tiép nhan dong dién muwdi ba nghin volt ma khong hay biét gi.

“Nén hdy cha y t6i moi thi cé ghi chit Algonquin. Va tranh xa néu c6
thé.”

“Vay, quy tac thit nhat: Tranh xa dong dién. Quy tac thi hai?”

“Néu cd khong thé tranh xa né, hdy ty bdo vé minh. St dung cac thiét bi
bao ho ca nhan, ung va gang tay cao su, khong phai nhitng do6i xinh xinh €o
ot ho deo trong series phim truyén hinh Doi diéu tra hién treong dau. Gang
tay cao su day, kiéu cong nghiép. St dung dung cu cach dién hoac, tot hon,
stt dung sao thao tdc. N6 lam bdng sgi thiy tinh, trong giong nhw gdy choi
khtic con cau, dau gan dung cu. Ching t6i st dung n6 dé lam viéc véi nhitng
dwong day mang dien.”

“Hay tw bdo vé minh!” Anh ta nhac lai. “Hay nh& quy tac con-duong-
dién-trg-thap-nhat. Da nguoi la chat dan dién kha kém, néu né kho. Nguoc
lai dac biét véi mo hoi, vi mo hoi chita mudi dién trd sé gidam xuéng dot ngot.
Va néu co bi thwong hay bi bong, da sé trd thanh chat dan dién tuyét voi. L6p
dé da kho cua doi giay c6 di chinh la chat cach dién kha t6t. D€ da am cling

https://thuviensach.vn



giong nhuw da ngudi, dac biét néu c6 dang ditng trén mot bé mat dan dién nhu
nén dat w6t 4t san ting ham. Con nhitng viing nwdc? Oi thdi.

“Vay, néu co phai s¢ vao vat gi dé c6 thé mang dién, vi du nhw mé mot
canh ctra kim loai, hdy bdo ddm rang ngudi c6 khd rdo va di giay hodc tng
cach dién. St dung sao thao tac hodc dung cu cach dién néu c6 thé, va chi st
dung mot tay, tay phai, vi no xa tim hon chut it, va gi®t tay kia trong tui ao
hay tti quan dé khéng v6 y s& vao vat gi, tao ra mach dién khép kin. Quan sat
vi tri co dat chan.

“Co tirng trong thay nhitng con chim dau trén dwong day cao thé khong
cach dién chit ha? Ching dau c6 st dung cac thiét bi bdo hd ca nhan. Lam
sao chung ngu dugc trén mot doan kim loai mang hang tram nghin volt? Tai
sao ching ta khong bat dwgc nhitng con b6 ciu nuwéng ti trén troi roi
xuong?”

“Chung khong cham vao duong day khac.”

“Chinh xac. Mién la chiing dirng cham dén mot diém tiép dat hay c6t dién,
ching sé binh an v6 sy. Chung ciling mang dién tich gidng nhu duwong day,
nhung khong c6 dong dién, khong c6 ampe nao, chay qua chung. Co6 phai lam
giong nhu nhitng con chim.”

Sachs thdy diéu nay khién minh nghe c6 vé yéu 6t qua.

“Hay thao bo tat cad cac vat kim loai trén nguoi trede khi c6 lam viéc véi
dién. Dac biét la do trang sitc. Bac nguyén chat la chat dan dién t6t nhat trén
doi. Bong do va nhom ciling ditng dau bang. Vang chang chiu thua may. Phia
bén kia la cac chat dién moi, hay chat cach dién. Thay tinh va teflon, tiép
theo la gom, nhwya, cao su, go. Ching dan dién kém. Ding trén cac vat liéu
nay, tham chi chi mot miéng méng, sé cé y nghia khac biét giita su song va
cai chét.”

“DPé la quy tac thit hai, bdo vé minh.” Sommers tiép tuc, “Cudi cung, quy
tac thi ba: Néu c6 khong thé tranh xa dong dién va khong thé bao vé minh
tredc nd, hdy chém dirt dau n6. Moi mach dién, du 16n hay nhé, déu cé cach
ngat. Chung déu c6 cac cong tac, aptomat hay cau chi. Co c6 thé ngay lap tirc
dirng dong dién bang thao tac hay cong tac, dong aptomat hay thao cau chi.”
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Sommers chuyén sang mén an vat tiép theo, banh quy xoan. Anh ta nuét
miéng banh dang kéu rao rao sau mét ngum soda. “T6i c6 thé trinh bay ca
tiéng dong ho, nhung dé la nhitng quy tac co ban. Cé nam duwgc chwa?”

“Ro6i. Nhitng quy tac dé thuc sy rat hivu ich, Charlie. CAm on anh nhé!”

Loi khuyén cua anh ta nghe c6 vé hét sitc don gian thé nhwng, mac du da
can than lang nghe moi diéu, Sachs van chua tai nao thoat khoi dugc thuc té
la thit vii khi ddc biét nay van rat xa la doi vdi co.

Lam sao Luis Martin c6 thé tranh duwgc né, bao vé minh trwdc no, hay
chém ditt dau con quai thd? Cau tra 16i la anh ta chang lam sao duogc.

“Néu can toi gitup do vé bat cit van dé ky thuat nao khac, xin c6 ct goi.”
Sommers dwa cho Sachs hai s6 dién thoai di dong. “A, 6, hwom da... Bay.”
Anh ta dwa cho co chiéc hop nhira mau den c6 mot mit bam & thanh va phia
bén trén la man hinh LCD. N¢ trong giong loai dién thoai di dong trugt dai ra
duwgc. “Mot trong nhitng phat minh cta to6i. Mot thiét bi phat hién dong dién
khong can tiép xuic. Hau hét cac thiét bi phat hién dong dién chi doc dwgc dén
mot nghin volt va ngudi ta phai dwa ching dén kha gan day dan hoac dién
cwe. Nhung céi nay doc duwge dén mudi nghin. Va né rat nhay. N6 doc dwgc
dién 4p tir khoang cach mét hai dén mét rudi.”

“Cam on. N0 sé hitu ich day.” Sachs bat cuwdi, xem xét cai may.

“Chan qua vi ho khong ché tao ra nhitng thiét bi kiéu nay dé xem mot
nguoi dang di ngoai phé cé dem theo sting khong.”

Sachs n6i dua. Nhung Charlie Sommers gat dau, anh ta boc 16 vé tap trung
t6i mitc do dan, dwong nhw anh ta coi 101 cta c6 la rat nghiém tuc. Sau khi
chao tam biét, anh ta bé mot voc ng6 chién vao mém va bat dau dién cuong
vé so do ra gidy. C6 nhan thdy to gidy dau tién anh ta v& 14y la to gidy an.
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Chuong 21

“Lincoln, day la Tién si Kopeski.”

Thom ditng trong khung ctra m@ vao phong thi nghiém cung mot vi khach.

Lincoln Rhyme lo dang nguwéc nhin. Lic bay gid la khodng tam rudi toi
va, tuy tinh chat cap bach cta vu Algonquin van dang dap phap phong trong
can phong, anh hau nhw chang gidi quyét dugc gi khi Sachs chwa trg vé ti
cudc gdp gd lanh dao cta cong ty dién lwc. Vi thé, anh da mién cuwdng dong y
tiép dai dién nhém hoat dong vi quyén cta nguwdi khuyét tat dinh trao phan
thuang cho minh.

Koveski khong dén day va cho dgi kiéu triéu than cho doi dién kién nha
vua dau...

“Xin ct goi toi la Arlen.”

Nguoi dan ong c6 giong khé khang, mac bo com 1é c6 dién, so mi trang,
ca vat twa chiéc keo gy vdi nhitng duong vin mau den va da cam. Ong ta
buéc dén cho nha hinh si hoc va gat dau chao. Khong c6 dau hiéu nao cua
hanh dong dinh gio tay ra bat. Va ong ta tham chi khong liéc xudéng doi chan
Rhyme hay chiéc xe lan. Kopeski lam viéc cho mét t6 chitc vi quyén cua
nguoi khuyét tat nén tinh trang ctia Rhyme déi vdi ong ta la binh thuong. D6
la thai do ma Rhyme tan thanh. Anh cho rang tat ca ching ta déu khuyét tat
theo cach nay hay cach khac, tir nhitng té bao seo tinh cam dén chitng viém
khép hay can bénh Lou Gehrig (bénh teo co xo citng, duoc ddt theo tén
huyén thogi béng chay My vi 6ng dd mdc bénh nay). Cudc song la mot
khuyét tat 16n, cau héi don gian duwgc dat ra: Ching ta da lam gi vdi nd?
Rhyme hiém khi néi di néi lai vé chti dé nay. Anh chwa bao gio la ngudi ting
hé quyén cua nguoi khuyét tat, né gat anh ra khéi nghé nghiép minh theo
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dudi. Anh chi l1a nha hinh sy hoc tinh c& khong thé di chuyén thuan lgi dwoc
nhw da s6 nhitng nha hinh su hoc khac. Anh c6 gang hét sttc dé bu lai diéu do6
va tiép tuc lam viéc.

Rhyme liéc Mel Cooper va hat dau vé phia can phong danh dé nghi ngoi
thw gidn, doi dién phong thi nghiém qua sanh. Thom dan Kopeski sang do,
Rhyme lan xe theo sau. Anh chang phu ta kéo bét hai canh ctra truegt lai. Roi
anh ta bién mat.

“M0i ng6i, néu anh muén.” Rhyme noi, y sau dwa ra nham kiém ché y
trirdc, hy vong rang ngudi dan 6ng sé van ditng, bat dau cau chuyén va roi
khéi day. Ong ta xach chiéc cip tai liéu. C6 thé cai chin gidy dwoc dé & trong
dy. Ong tién si sé trao n6, chup mot biic anh, 16i di. Toan bd van dé sé& két
thuc.

Ong tién si noi, “T6i da theo ddi cong viéc cta anh mot thdi gian.”

“Thé a?”

“Anh c6 hay nghe néi téi Hoi dong Nguon nhan lwc ngwoi khuyét tat
khong?”

Thom da cung cdp thong tin cho Rhyme. Anh hau nhw quén sach doan doc
dién dy. “Cac vi hoat dong rat tot.”

“Rat tot, vang!”

Im lang.

Néu ching ta c6 thé bé qua chuyén nay... Rhyme nhin cham cham ra
ngoai ctra s6 nhw thé mot nhiém vu mdi dang vo canh bay vé phia ngoi nha,
tira con chim wng liic trwde. Xin 16i, t6i khong & lai duge, bon phan kéu goi. ..

“Nhitng nam qua, t6i da lam viéc v6i nguoi khuyét tat. Chan thvong tiy
song, nit dot séng, ALS, rat nhiéu van dé khac. Ca ung thw.”

Y twong la ling. Rhyme chwa bao gio nghi chitng bénh d6 1a mot khuyét
tat, nhung anh do rang c6é nhitng chitng ung thw cé thé phu hop véi dinh
nghia nay. Anh liéc nhin déng ho treo twong dang tich tdc cham chap. Ro6i
Thom mang vao khay dung ca phé va, 6i, trdi dat a, banh quy. Thoang anh
mat ddo qua anh chang phu ta - y néi day dau phai budi tiéc tra chét tiét nao
cha.
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“Cam on.” Kopeski cam chiéc tach 1én. Rhyme thit vong vi 6ng ta khong
thém stta, néu thém sita thi méon dé udng sé ngudi hon, ong ta c6 thé udng roi
roi di nhanh hon.

“Anh dung gi, Lincoln?”

“Khong, cam on.” Anh néi v@i vé lanh luing ma Thom 16 di mdt cach hitu
hiéu y nhw lIic trede da 1o di cai liéc mat nong gidy. Anh ta dé lai khay tra va
chuon trd ra bép.

Ong tién si than trong ngdi xudng chiéc ghé da. “Ca phé ngon lam!”

Rat han hanh. Mot céi nghiéng dau.

“Anh la nguoi ban ron, nén toi sé vao chuyen chinh luon!”

“Xin cam on.”

“Tham ti* Rhyme... Lincoln. Anh c6 m¢ dao khong?”

Nhém hoat dong vi ngwoi khuyét tat nay at phai than thiét véi nha thg, ho
6 1é sé khong muon vinh danh mot ké ngoai dao.

“Khong, toi khong mo dao.”

“Khong c6 niém tin vao kiép sau?”

“T6i chwa bao gio duwgc thdy bang chitng khach quan nao cuda viéc ton tai
kiép sau ca.”

“Rat, rat nhiéu ngudi c6 chung cam gidc d6. Vay, theo anh, cai chét sé
twong duong voi, noi ti du nhw, sy thanh than.”

“Phu thudc vao cach toi chét.”

Mot nu cudi nd trén guong madt phuc hau. “Toi da ty gigi thiéu minh co6
phan khong ding vdi nguwdi phu ta cia anh. Va véi anh. Nhung vi 1y do chinh
dang.”

Rhyme chang ban tam. Néu ngudi dan 6ng nay gia vo la mot nguwdi khac
dé vao va giét t6i, thi gio day chac t6i da chét roi. Cai nhuwén may y noi:
Pugc. Hay tiép tuc thd nhan di.

“T6i khong thudoc Hoi dong Nguon nhan lyc ngwoi khuyét tat.”

“Khong a?”

“Khéng. Nhung thinh thodng t6i van bao minh thudc t6 chitc no t6 chitc
kia vi néu noi ra to6 chirc that cta toi thi sé c6 Iic téi bi nguwdi ta da ra khoi

»

cura.
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“Nhan ching cua Jehovah a?” (tén mot gido phdi Kitd, nhung khong cong
nhdn gido ly Chua Ba ngoi, Jesus la Thién Chua, héa nguc, linh hon bdt
tir...)

MGt cai cuwoi khic khich. “Téi thudc t6 chite Chét trong Pham gia. Bé la
t0 chitc ung ho viéc gitip do nhitng ngwoi mac bénh nan y chét mot cach
khong dau doén, co6 tru s& ¢ Plorida.”

Rhyme tirng nghe néi téi ho.

“Anh da bao gi¢ can nhac viéc tu ti¥ c6 ho trg chwa?”

“Roi, vai nam trudc. Va téi da quyét dinh khong ty t.”

“Nhung anh da gitt n6 lam mot sy lwa chon.”

“Chang phai tat ca moi nguoi déu vay w, du khuyét tat hay khong?”

Mot céi gat dau ” Puing!”

Rhyme noéi, “Kha ro rang la t6i sé chang nhan duwgc phan thwéng cho viéc
lwa chon cach hitu hiéu nhat dé két thic cudc doi. Vay toi c6 thé gitap gi cho
anh day?”

“Chutng t6i can nhitng ngwdi ting ho. Nhitng nguwdi nhw anh, cé tén tudi
nhat dinh. Nhitng ngudi cé thé sé can nhac sy chuyén tiép do cia cudc doi.”

Sw chuyén tiép doé cta cudc doi. Mot uyén ngit danh cho Rhyme.

“Anh c6 thé tham gia vao video trén YouTube. Tra 10i cac cau hoi phong
van. Chung t6i da nghi rang mot ngay nao do6 biét dau anh sé lai quyét dinh
dung dich vu ctia chiing t6i...” Ong tién si rtit tir chiéc cdp tai liéu ra 4&n pham
quang cdo in trén gidy bia loai tot, mat tridc c6 hinh nhitng bong hoa. Khong
phai hoa ctic hay loa kén, Rhyme nhan thay thé. Hoa hong. Phia bén trén
nhitng bong hoa la tya dé “Lya chon.”

Kopeski dat né lén chiéc ban gan Rhyme. “Néu anh muon dé ching t6i s
dung anh nhu nha tai trg vé madt danh tiéng, ching t6i khong nhitng cé thé
cung cdp dich vu mién phi cho anh ma con thu xép mét khoan dén bu nita.
Du anh khong tin thi thye té chiing t6i van dang hoat dong tot, trong pham vi
hep.”

Va han ho sé trd trudc ddy, Rhyme nghi. “T6i thyc sy khong cho rang
minh la nguwoi thich hgp.”
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“Anh chi phai néi chut it vé viéc van lu6n luén can nhac kha nang tw ti c6
ho trg. Ching t6i sé lam mot so6 video nita. Va...”

Giong noi cat lén trong khung ctra khién Rhyme giat minh. “Cudn xéo
khoi day!” Anh dé y thdy Kopeski gidt ndy nguoi 1én.

Thom lao vao phong, trong lic 6ng tién si ngoi lui lai, danh do ca phé khi
lam roi chiéc tach, n6 va xuéng san nha va v& tan. “Hang khoan, t6i...”

Anh chang phu t4, thong thuwdng 1a hinh dnh cuda tinh kiém ché, gwong mat
dé birng. Hai ban tay anh ta run run. “T6i néi cudn xéo.”
Kopeski ditng ddy. Ong ta van binh tinh. “Nghe nay, t6i dang dam dao véi
Tham t&® Rhyme ddy.” Giong ong ta déu déu. “Khéng c6 1y do gi dé ndi cau
cd.”

“bi! Di ngay!”

“Toi sé khong lwu lai 1au dau.”

“Ong hdy roi khéi day ngay.”

“Thom...” Rhyme cat 10i.

“Im nao.” Anh chang phu ta 1am bam.

Cai nhin tr 6ng tién si cé y rang: “Anh dé phu ta ctia minh an néi véi anh
nhu thé a?”

“Toi sé khong nhac lai dau nhé.”

“T6i sé di khi da xong viéc.” Kopeski than trong dén gan anh chang phu
ta. Ong tién si, giong nhw nhiéu nhan vién y té khac, c6 véc dang khée manh.

Nhwng Thom la mét diéu dudng vién, nguwoi da duwa Rhyme hét tir givong
sang xe lan lai tir xe lan vao giwdng va van hanh cac thiét bi sudt ngay. Mot
nha vat ly tri liéu nita. Anh ta buéc thang téi tredc mat Kopeski.

Nhung cudc dung do chi kéo dai vai gidy. Ong tién si lui lai. “Pugc 16i,
dugce 16i, duwoc roi.” Ong ta gio hai tay 1én. “Lay Chda. Khong can phai...”

Thom cam chiéc cap tai liéu 1én, an vao ngwc 6ng tién si va dan o6ng ta ra
ctra. Mot lat sau, nha hinh sy hoc nghe tiéng canh ctta dong danh sam. Cac
btrc tranh treo trén twong rung lén.

Mot lat sau nita, anh chang phu td xuat hién, rd rang la nguwgng ngung.
Anh ta don nhitng manh st v, thim cho ca phé. “T6i xin 16i, Lincoln. T6i da
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kiém tra. D6 la mot to6 chitc c6 that. Toi twdng...” Giong anh ta khan khan.
Anh ta lac dau, gwong mat dep trai t6i sam, hai ban tay run run.

Khi Rhyme lan xe trd lai phong thi nghiém, anh noi, “Khong sao, Thom.
Ptrng ban tam... Va do cling la phan thuwéng ma.”

Anh chang hwéng anh mat ban khoan vé phia Rhyme, thady sép minh dang
mim Cuoi.

“T6i chang phai mat thoi gian viét mot bai dién van nhan phan thuwéng
chét tiét nao ca. T6i co thé trd lai vGi cong viéc.”
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Chuong 22

Dién gitr cho ching ta si song, xung lyc tir ndo dén tim hay phdi la mot dong
dién giong nhw bat cit dong dién nao khac.

Va dién cling cham dt sy song.

Vao lic chin gio t6i, dung chin tiéng rudi sau vu tan cong tai tram MH-10,
ga dan ong trong bo dong phuc quan yém mau xanh lam tham cua Lién hgp
Algonquin dang quan sat khung canh tredc mat: vung tan sat cua ga.

Dbién va cai chét.

Ga dang ding tai mot cong truvong xay dung, 10 mat hoan toan, nhung
khong ai chu y gi dén ga cd, vi ga la mot cong nhan dirng gitta nhitng cong
nhan khac. Dong phuc khac nhau, mii bado ho khac nhau, céng ty khac nhau.
Tuy nhién, mét diém da két ndi toan bd bon ho: Nhitng ké kiém séng bang
doi ban tay bi xem thuong bdi “nhitng con ngwoi chan chinh,” nhitng con
nguoi trong cay vao su phuc vu cua bon ho, nhitng ké giau co6, sung suwéng,
va bac béo.

An toan nho sy vo hinh ay, ga dang lap dat mot phién ban manh hon rat
nhiéu thit thiét bi ga da thr & cau lac bd sic khée. Trong thudt ngir nganh
dién, “cao thé” chi dong dién tr bAy muoi nghin volt tré 1én. D€ thyc hién
duwgc nhitng gi da 1én ké hoach, ga phai bdo dam rang moi hé thong déu co
thé tai it nhat gap hai hay ba lan nhuw thé.

Ga quan sat khu vye cia vu tdn cong ngay mai mot lan nita. Va trong ldc
do, ga khong tai nao ngan minh nghi t&i dién ap, cwong do dong dién... va
cai chét.

Nguwdi ta von van nham lan rat nhiéu khi thuat lai vé Ben Franklin va thi
nghiém chiéc-chia-khéa-trong-con-giong ngu xuan. Thuyc té, Franklin da &
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trong mot nha kho, hoan toan khong giam chan trén nén dit am, va cam vao
doan ruy bang lua kho rdo noi v6i sgi day w6t cua con diéu. Ban than con
diéu hoan toan chang hé bi sét danh, n6 don gian chi la thu tinh dién tir tran
bao dang hinh thanh. Két qua chang phai mot tia sét thwc s ma la nhitng tia
Itta dién nho nho mau xanh lam 1ap 16e phat ra ti* mu ban tay cta Franklin
giong nhu ca lao xao ngoi 1én mat ho dép mai.

Mot nha khoa hoc ngwdi chau Au da 1am lai thi nghiém nay sau dé khong
lau. Va ong ta da chang song sét duoc.

Khi may phat dién vira ra doi, cong nhan lién tuc bi chét chdy hoac tim
nging dap. Ban dau, luwéi dién quat nga hang loat ngwa, vi ching di méng sat
trén nhitng con duwong rai soi wot at.

Thomas Alva Edison va nguwoi trg ly noi tiéng ctia 6ng, Nikola Tesla, da
chién diau khong ngtrng nghi vi tinh wu viét hon ctia DC, dong dién mot chiéu
(Edison) hay AC, dong dién xoay chiéu (Tesla), c6 gang tac dong t6i cong
ching bang nhitng cau chuyén kinh di vé sy nguy hiém cua dong dién loai
nay hay loai khac. Cudc xung dot duwgc goi la Tran chién gitta nhitng Dong
dién va thuwong xuyén chiém trang nhat trén cac bao. Edison lién tuc choi
quan bai “dién giat chét ngwdi,” canh bao rang tat ca nhitng ai st dung dong
dién xoay chiéu déu gap nguy co bi dién giat chét, ma lai chét theo cach rat
khung khiép. Bung la dong dién xoay chiéu khéng can manh bang dong dién
mot chiéu cling c6 thé gdy thwong tich roi, tuy nhién bat ct dong dién loai
nao da manh dé trd nén hitu ich thi déu cé thé giét chét ngwoi ta dugc.

Chiéc ghé dién dau tién dugc thiét ké bdi mot nhan vién cta Edison, chit
khong khon khéo st dung dong dién xoay chiéu ctia Tesla. Vu t& hinh dau
tién bang thiét bi d6 dién ra vao nam 1890, chang phai do mét dao phu ma do
mot “thg dién quoc gia” chi huy. Tt nhan chét that, tuy qua trinh thyc hién
kéo dai dén tam phut. It nhat nguoi ndy ciing da bat tinh ldc than thé béc
chay.

ROi tdi thoi dai cua nhitng khau sting ban dién. Tuy thudc ké nhan phat
sting la ai va phat siing sé nham dén cho6 nao trén than thé ma cac loai sting
khac nhau dwgc Iiva chon. Va noi sg hai d6i véi tat ca moi ngudi lam trong
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nganh nay tat nhién chinh la hé quang dién, giong nhu vu tan céng ga da dan
dung sang hom nay.

bién va cai chét..

Ga tha than khap céng trueong, vo vit khoac bd dang mét moi cudi ngay.
Cong truong lac bay gio duge bo tri mot doi nong cot nhitng cong nhan ca
dém. Ga tién dén gan hon, van khong ai chi y gi. Ga dang deo kinh bao ho
gong day, doi mi bao ho cua Algonquin. Ga vo hinh y nhu dién trong day
dan.

Vu tdn cong dau tién da dugc dwa tin tdi tap, tat nhién, tuy cac cau chuyén
mdi chi gigi han & mot “sy viéc bat ngd” xdy ra tai tram dién khu Midtown.
Céac phéng vién thi 6n ao néi dén hién twgng doan mach, tia Ira dién va mat
dién tam thoi. Cling c6 nhiéu don doan vé khing bo nhung chua ai tim thay
moi lién hé nao ca.

Nhung...

O thoi diém nao d6, mot nguoi nao dé di cé thé xem xét dén kha ning
mot cong nhan cua Dién lwc Algonquin chinh 1a ké dan dung cai bay gay ra
nhitng cai chét rat, rat khong dé chiu, rat rat dau dén, nhung thie té van chira
€O nguoi nao.

ROi ga roi khoi cong treong xay dung va di xudng long dat van khong bi
nghi ngd gi. B6 dong phuc cung tdm phu hiéu la nhitng chiéc chia khoa ky
diéu. Ga luon vao mot dwong ham dat ong k¥ thuat khac, néng nue, bui bam,
sau khi khoéac 1én ngudi cac thiét bi bdo ho ca nhan, tiép tuc giang day dién.

bién va cai chét.

Poat mot mang séng bang bién phap nay mdi tao nha lam sao, so vdi, ti du
nhw, nd sting vao nan nhan & khoang cach gan nira cay so.

No that sach sé, that don gian, that tw nhien.

Nguoi ta c6 thé ngan dong dién lai, nguwoi ta cé thé chuyén hwéng no.
Nhung ngudi ta khong thé danh ltra n6. Mot khi dong dién dwoc tao ra, no sé
theo ban nang lam tit ca nhitng gi c6 thé dé trd vé véi dat, va néu con dwong
trire tiép nhat la 14y di sy song ctia con nguwdi, n6 sé thuc hién viéc do chi
trong gidy lat, hiéu theo ding nghia den cua tir nay.

Dong dién khong c6 lwvong tam, cling chang c6 cam giac toi 10i.
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Pay la mot trong nhitng diém ga ngwdng mo vé thit vii khi ctia minh.
Khong giong con ngudi, dién doi doi trung thyce v6i ban chat né mang.
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Chuong 23

Thanh ph6 day ap sic song vao thoi diém nay ctia bubi t6i.

Chin gig t6i twa nhw 14 ¢ mau xanh luc duwgce phat 1én trong m6t cudc dua
Xe.

Gio chét & New York chang phai vao ban dém, ma la khi thanh pho té liét
vé mat tinh than, mia mai thay lai 1a lic thanh phé dong dic nhat: gio cao
diém, gitta budi sang va gitta budi chiéu. Chi lic nay ngwoi ta méi trit bé sy
té liét thwong nhat dé tap trung chd y dén nhitng thit khac day ap sirc song.

Pua ra cac quyét dinh quan trong hon hét thdy: dén quan bar nao day, tu
tdp v6i dam ban nao, mic chiéc so mi nao? Ao nguc, hay khong nhi?

Co6 can bao cao su?...

Va r6i hoi ha ao ra pho.

Fred Dellray dang lao di trong khong khi mua xuan mat mé, cam nhan
nguodn nang lwgng tang 1én giong nhu th vat chat dang ru ri chay doc nhitng
cap dién nam phia dwéi bwdc chan anh ta. Anh ta khong thwong xuyén lai xe,
khong cé xe, nhung cam giac cua anh ta lic nay nhw thé la cai dap vao chan
ga, dot chay xang mot cach dién cuong va dé cong suat xe ném minh veé phia
sO phan.

Hai khoi pho tir bén tau dién ngam, ba khoi pho, bon khai pho.

Va th gi d6 khac dang nong hirng hye. Chinh la mot tram ngan do la
trong tui dao khoac.

Lao di trén via he, Fred Dellray khong tai nao khong suy nghi. Minh da
pha hoai tat ca chang? Phai, minh dang lam mot viéc ding dan vé mat dao
dirc. Minh san sang danh liéu ca sw nghiép, san sang chap nhan nguy co vao
tl, néu sgi chi méng manh nay rot cudc ciing dan dén tén t6i pham, cho du la
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“Cong ly cho” hay bat ct ké nao khéac. Bat ¢t gia nao dé cttu dugc tinh mang
nguwoi dan. Lé di nhién, mot tram ngan doé la chang la cai quai gi so véi toan
bo khodan tién ma anh ta da rut tir d6. Sy mat mat nay, nho can bénh quan liéu
can 10i mat, c6 thé sé khong bao gid bi phat hién. Nhuwng tham chi néu khong
bi phat hién, va thim chi néu manh moi ctia William Brent dom hoa két trai,
néu ho thanh céng trong viéc ngan chdn cac vu tdn cong mdi, liéu hanh dong
phi phap c6 khién anh ta day ditt, liéu cam giac t6i 16i c6 16n dan 16n dan
giong nhu mot khoi u nhon?

Liéu anh ta c6 roi vao cai cam giac t6i 16i khién cudc doi anh ta vinh vién
thay doi, tré nén am u va vo gia tri?

Thay doi...

Dellray da suyt quay lai, tré vé tda nha cta co quan diéu tra lién bang, tra
tién vao cho cii.

Nhung, khong. Anh ta dang lam mot viéc ding dan. Va anh ta sé chap
nhan hau qua, du c6 thé nao.

Nhwng, me kiép, William, chi may phai ho trg cho ta.

Dellray gio dang sang dwong ¢ khu East VHlage va di thang t&i cho Brent.
Ga thoang chép mat ngac nhién, nhw thé da khong tin twdng rang Dellray sé
quay lai. Ho ditng bén canh nhau. Pay chang phai mét chuyén an bi mat,
chang phai mét bu6i tuyén dung. Chi la hai ngwoi dan 6ng gap g& nhau ngoai
pho dé tién hanh lam an.

Sau lung ho, mdt thang bé tudi thiéu nién ban thiu, guitar gdy bap bung,
vét x6 khuyén moi van dang con chdy mau, rén ri hat. Dellray ra hiéu cho
Brent di doc theo via he. Mui héi hdm va nhitng am thanh kia mat dan.

Vién mat vu hoi, “Cau da phat hién thém gi chwa?”

“Roi.”

“Gi vay?” MGt lan nita, c6 gang giit cho giong khong qua hao hic.

“No6i ra vao thoi diém nay khong c6 1gi gi ca. B6 1a m6t manh m6i dan
dén mot manh moi. T6i ddm bdo ngay mai sé cung cap thong tin cho 6ng.”

Pam béao? Mot tr khong hay dugce dung trong nhitng giao dich voi gidi chi
diém bi mat.

Nhung William Brent 1a ké chi diém thwong hang cia may.
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Ngoai ra, Dellray khong co sy lya chon nao khac.

“Nay.” Brent n6i ho hitng. “Ong mang theo t& bao khong?”

“Co6 chit. Cam di.” Dellray trao t& Buu dién New York gap d6i cho Brent.

Trudc day, ho da tirng lam tat ca nhitng viéc nay roi, tat nhién, ca tram lan.
Ga chi diém nhét ngay t& bdo vao chiéc cap da, tham chi chang thém s& dé
cam nhan cai phong bi kep & bén trong, cang chang thém nghi dén chuyén
md no ra, dém tién.

Dellray nhin khoan tién bién mat nhw thé dang nhin c6 quan tai khuat dan
dudi miéng huyét.

Brent khong héi nguon goc ctia khodn tién. Tai sao ga phai hoi? Diéu ay
khong lién quan t6i ga.

Ga chi diém tém tat lai cac thong tin, c6 phan tram ngam, “Pan ong, da
trang. Nhan vién hodc cé lién hé vGi nhan vién cong ty. “Cong ly cho” cai gi
dé. Rahman. Khing b6, c6 thé. Nhung cling c6 thé 1a muc dich khac. Va han
biét vé dién. C6 ké hoach tan cong nhiéu lan.”

“P¢ la tat ca nhitng thong tin cho tdi lic nay ching t6i co.”

“To6i khong nghi minh can thém théng tin.” Brent n6i hoan toan chang cé
mot chut gi tw cao ty dai. Dellray ghi nhan 10i ga va thai do ctia ga dong vién
anh ta. Binh thwong, tham chi khi chia tay véi khoan thwdng pho bién danh
cho ddm chi diém - chirng nam tram do la - anh ta cling cdm thdy nhw minh bi
an cwdp. Luc nay, anh ta lai tv tin cao do rang Brent sé hoan thanh dwoc
nhiém vu.

Dellray n6i, “Hay gdp t6i ngay mai. Tiém Carmella. Khu Village. Biét
khong?”

“Biét. Luc nao?”

“Budi chiéu.”

Guong madt nhau nhi caa Brent tré nén nhau nhi them. “Nam gio nhé.”

“Ba gio di?”

“Puogc roi!”

Dellray sap stra thi thao, “Xin cau.” Cai cau anh ta khong nghi minh tirng
noi véi mot ga chi diém. Anh ta ngan noi tuyét vong lai, nhung phai rat kho
khan md&i khong dan 4nh mat vao chiéc cap da, chiéc cap dang dung th biét
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dau sé la dam tro tan cua sy nghiép ma anh ta theo dudi. Va ciing chinh la tro
tan cda toan b cudc doi anh ta. Hinh dnh gwong mat twoi tan cta con trai anh
ta hién 1én. Anh ta c6 gang gat di.

“Han hanh dwgc lam viéc véi ong, Fred.” Brent mim cuwoi, gat dau chao
tam biét. Pén duomg chiéu 1ap 16e trén cap kinh qua khoé cua ga, ro6i ga mat
hut.
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Chuong 24

“Sachs day!”

Tiéng nod

Tiéng n6 am tram cua dong co xe vang lén phia bén ngoai ctra s, roi tat
ngam.

Rhyme dang noi chuyén vdi Tucker McDaniel va Lon Sellitto, hai nguoi
nay mdi t6i, riéng ré, vao khoang thoi diém ong Tién si Than chét dot ngot
rut lui.

Sachs sé ném tdm phu hiéu Xe cong vu S& Canh sat New York lén bang
dong ho va di thang vao nha. Va, ding la thé, 14t sau, canh ctra md ra, tiéng
bwdc chan cia co vang trén san, nhitng tiéng bwdc chan cach xa nhau vi c6 cé
do6i chan dai va vi sy khan treong c¢6 lic nao cling khoac 1én minh giéng nhw
vii khi ctia 6 vay.

Co gat dau chao may nguwoi dang hién dién & do, va dirng lai 1au hon mot
gidy xem xét Rhyme. Anh dé y nét mat c6: vé diu dang tron lan con mat 1am
sang, nét mat dac trueng cta nhitng ai c6 quan hé tinh cdm véi nguwdi khuyét
tat nang. Co nghién ctu vé chitng liét t&¢ chi con nhiéu hon anh, c6 x ly
dwgc tat ca cac tha tuc hang ngay, rat riéng tw ctia anh, va thi thoang van lam.
Lic dau, Rhyme cam thdy xau ho nhung khi c6 néu 1én, mot cach hai hwéc
va co 1€ la c6 chit tan tinh “Thé nay khac cac cap vg chong gia & chd nao
nhi, Rhyme?” No6i xdu ho dot ngot tiéu tan. Anh chi dap dugc rang, “Pung
vay.”

Dbiéu ay khong c6 nghia la tinh yéu cda c6, cling giong nhw cta bat cit ai
khéc, lai khong thi thoang lam anh khd sé, va anh dwa mat liéc ¢ mot cai, roi
trd vé vGi cac bang chitng cu.
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Sachs nhin xung quanh. “Phan thwdng dau?”

“Pa c6 chat nham lan khi gidi thiéu.”

“Y anh la gi?”

Rhyme néi cho c6 biét vu quang cdo ban hang lita ddo cta 6ng tién si
Kopeski.

“Khong!”

Rhyme gat dau. “Khong c6 cai chan gidy nao ca.”

“Anh quang lao ta ra ngoai chu?”

“Nguoi lam viéc do 1a Thom. Va cau ay da lam rat t6t. Nhung anh khong
muon noi tdi chuyén nay nita. Chiing ta con cong viéc phai lam.” Rhyme liéc
chiéc tti deo vai ctia Sachs. “Vay, chiing ta c6 gi?

Rut ra vai tap ho so 16n, c6 trd 10i, “Danh sach nhitng nguwoi da tiép can
mat khau man hinh hé théng may tinh Algonquin. Ly lich va h6é so nhan sy
caa ho.”

“Nhitng nhan vién c6 chuyén titc toi thi sao? Nhitng nguwdi c6 tam than bat
on?”

“Chang ai phu hop ca.”

Sachs thuat lai chi tiét hon cudc gap go véi Andi Jessen: Khong cé ghi
chép gi vé viéc stra chita tai khu vire duwong ham dan hoi nwdc gan tram dién
trén phé Nam muoi bdy. Khong c6 moi de doa khung b6 rd rét nao, nhung
mot cong su cua Jessen dang xem xét kha nang nay. “Sau do, em noi chuyén
v&i mot ngwoi ¢ bo phan cac Dy an Pac biét - Co ban 1a vé nang lwgng thay
thé. Charlie Sommers. Mot ngudi ti¥ t€. Anh ta da m6 ta so lwgc cho em vé
loai d6i twgng co thé tao ra mot vu hé quang dién. Tho dién tay nghé cao, thg
dién quan doi tho dat dwong day hay nguwdi khac phuc sy ¢6 ctia cac cong ty
dién luc...”

“C0 mo ta cong viéc dé xem nao.” Sellitto noi.

“Vé can ban, nguoi khac phuc sy c6 1a mot nhan vién ky thuat. Dé tao ra
h6 quang dién, can c6 kinh nghiém lam viéc tryc tiép. Khong thé c¥ may mo
trén Internet thoi ma dwgce.”

Rhyme hat dau vé phia tdim bang trang va Sachs viét tom tat cac thong tin.
CO bo sung thém, “Con vé vu mady tinh, phdi dugc hoc hanh & truong 16p
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dang hoang hodc dugc dao tao qua cong viéc trong khoang thoi gian khong
hé ngan. N6 cling doi hoi nhitng kién thitc kha phitc tap.” C6 gidi thich vé cac
Chuong trinh quéan ly nang lwgng va SCADA ma doi twgng chwa xac dinh
han phai thanh thao.

Co viét ca cac chi tiét nay 1én bang.

Sellitto hoi, “Danh sach gébm bao nhiéu nguoi?”

“Hon bon muoi.”

“Qi troi.” McDaniel Jam bam noi.

Rhyme cho rang mét trong nhitng cai tén trong danh sach c6 thé la tha
pham, va Sachs hodc Sellitto c6 thé thu hep lai thanh m6t con s6 hgp 1y hon.
Nhung lic nay anh dang can chitng cit. Ma hau nhw chang c6 chitng c¢ gi ca,
it nhat 1a khong cé chitng ct hitu ich 1am.

Pa gan muwoi hai tiéng dong ho tr6i qua ké tir lic xdy ra vu tan céng va ho
van giam chan tai cho trong viéc tim kiém ga dan ong xuat hién & tiém ca
phé, hay bat cit d6i twgng tinh nghi nao khac.

Su thiéu thon manh moi that dang nadn, nhung dang lo lang hon la dong
thong tin don gian viét trén bang ho so doi twgng: C6 kha nang la ké da an
trom gan 23m cap loai twong ti cia Bemington va 12 bu 16ng c6 chét ham.
Du tinh tiép tuc tan cong?

Ngay ltic nay, han dang dan dung gi dé chang?

Trudc khi xdy ra vu tan cong xe buyt, hoan toan khong c6 canh bao nao.
Pay c6 1é la phuong thitc hanh dong cta tén tdoi pham. B4t c ldc nao, cac
phwong tién truyén thong déu co thé dwa tin rang hang chuc ngwoi da bi thiét
mang trong vu hé quang dién thit hai.

Mel Cooper sao danh sach nhan vién Algonquin thanh mot ban nita va ho
chia cac cai tén ra. Sachs, Pulaski, Sellitto nhan mot nita, McDaniel nhan mot
nita, dé cac mat vu lién bang dwdi quyén anh ta tién hanh diéu tra. Roi Sachs
xem Xxét nhitng hé so nhan sy dem vé tr Algonquin, git lai nhitng h6 so
twong wng vd@i cac cai tén ho da lwa chon, dwa nhitng ho so con lai cho
McDaniel.

“Tay Sommers nay, em tin twdng anh ta cht?” Rhyme hoi.
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“Vang. Anh ta da xem xét ban danh sach. Va anh ta dwa cho em cai nay.”
Sachs rit ra mot thiét bi dién ti* nhd mau den, hwéng né vé phia sgi day dién
gan Rhyme. “Hirm. Hai tram bon muai volt.”

“Anh thi sao, Sachs? Anh nap dién day du chit?”

Co bat cuoi, nghich nggm huwdng n6 vé phia Rhyme. R6i danh cho anh cw
chi ma theo anh la mét cai nhwén may quyén ri. Dién thoai cia cd reo
chudng, co liéc nhin man hinh r6i nhan cudc goi. Co6 trao doi ngan gon. “DB6
1a Bob Cavanaugh, ph6 cht tich diéu hanh cong viéc hang ngdy. Ong ta chiu
trach nhiém kiém tra nhitng van dé lién quan t6i khung bo tai cac chi nhanh
ctia cong ty trong toan vung. Khéng phat hién duge chitng it nao cho thay c6
cac nhom khung bo sinh thai de doa Algonquin hay tdn cong nha may cua ho.
Tuy nhién, c6 bdo cdo vé viéc mot trong nhitng tram dién chinh &
Philadelphia bi xam nhap. M4t ngudi dan o6ng da trang trac ti tuan da vao
tram dién. Khong ai biét ngwdi nay la ai va lam gi Iic ay. Khong cé video an
ninh. Ngudi nay roi khoi day trwdc khi canh sat tdi. Chuyén xdy ra tuan
trugce.”

Mau da, gi6i tinh, d6 tudi... “Cau chang cta ching ta ddy. Nhung han
muon gi?”

“Khong c6 vu xam nhap nao ntta tai cac co s@ cua cong ty.”

Phdi chang muc dich cia tha pham la 1ay thong tin vé mang lwéi dién, vé
an ninh tai cac tram? Tai thoi diém nay, Rhyme chi c6 thé phéng doan va,
theo do, duwa su viéc vao ho so vu an.

McDaniel nhan mot cudc dién thoai. Anh ta lo dang nhin nhitng tdm bang
trang ghi thong tin vé chitng ct da thu thap duoc, roi anh ta két thic cudc goi.
“Cac nhém C va T c6 thém tin hiéu lién lac vé nhom khing bé “Cong ly
cho.”

“Gl vay?” Rhyme hoi giuc gia.

“Khong c6 gi dang ké. Nhung c6 mdot dieu tha vi: Bon chiing dang s
dung nhitng ti* ngl*t ma héa ma trwdc day bon ching da st dung dé chi cac
loai vii khi 16n. “Giay va cac nguyén vat liéu” la nhitng tir ngit do thuat toan
cua chung t6i phan lap ra.”

https://thuviensach.vn



McDaniel giai thich rang cac co s@ nam vung hay trao doi thong tin theo
cach do. Nguoi ta mdi ngan chan dwgec mot vu tan cong ¢ Phap khi nhitng tin
hiéu lién lac gitta cac doi twgng bao gom cdc ti ‘gateau’, ‘farine’ va ‘beurre’.
Do 1a cac tir tiéng Phap c6 nghia la ‘banh ngot’, ‘bot’ va ‘bo”’. Thyrc té, ching
am chi mot qua bom cung thanh phan cta né: thudéc né va kip.

“Theo Mossad, cac cao s& cua Hezbollah doi khi st dung cum tu “vat dung
van phong” hay “d6 t6 chitc tiéc” dé ndi tGi tén ltra hodc thudéc ndé manh. Cho
dén ldac nay, ching toi cling nghi rang ngoai Rahman con hai ké nita c6 lién
quan. Mot phu nit, mot nam gidi, may tinh bado ching t6i nhu vay.”

Rhyme hoi, “Anh da thong bao véi Fred chwa?”

“Y kién hay day.” McDaniel rtit chiéc BlackBerry ra goi.

“Fred, Tucker day. T6i dang md loa ngoai & ché Rhyme. Anh da gap may
chua?”

“Tay chi diém cta t6i dang bam theo mot vai manh méi.”

“Pang bam theo a? Chua c6 gi cu thé hon a?”

Mot chut im lang. Dellray noi, “To6i khong c6 gi hon. Chwa ¢6.”

“Cha, cac nhém C va T da b6 sung mot s6 phat hién,” McDaniel cap nhat
thong tin vé nhitng tir nglt ma hoa, kha nang c6 mot phu nit va mot ngwoi dan
ong nita lién quan.

Dellray n6i anh ta sé cung cap thong tin mdi nay cho dau moi.

McDaniel héi, “Vay han san sang lam viéc v6i mic tién do v?”

“Phai.”

“T6i da biét rang han sé chiu ma. Bon nay sé 1¢i dung anh néu anh dé bon
ching 1gi dung, Fred. Bay la cach lam viéc cta bon chiing.”

“Ciing 6 lic that.” Dellray buén rwoi regi néi.

“Gitr lién lac nhé.” McDaniel két thiic cudc goi, viron vai. “Cai mién dam
may chét tiét nay. Chung t6i dang khong xoi dugce nhiéu nhw mong mudn.”

Xaoi?

Sellitto vo vo tap ho so nhan sy cua Algonquin. “T6i sang khu trung tam
day. Bo tri nguoi gidi quyét cai nay. Anh em, dém nay sé dai day.” Lic nay,
dong ho chi muwdi mot gio muoi.
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Sé dai, Rhyme ngam nghi. Cho ca anh nita. Dac biét vi lic nay anh khong
c6 gl mdy ma lam, ngoai cho dogi.

Oi, anh cam ghét biét bao su’ chd doi.

Anh mat lang thang dwa vé phia nhitng tdm bang ghi vai bang chitng it 6i,
anh nghi: Chung ta dang nhich qua v cham chap.

Va ching ta ¢ day, c6 gang tim kiém mot tht pham tan céng vdi toc do

anh sang.
HO SO POI TUONG CHUA XAC PINH
- Nam giagi.
- B0 tudi 40.
- C6 kha nang la da trang.

- Co kha nang deo kinh, doi m.

- C6 kha nang téc ngan, mau vang.

- Quan yém mau xanh lam tham, twong ty dong phuc cta cong nhan
Algonquin.

- Rat thanh thao céac hé thong dién.

- D4u giay goi y rang khong c6 van dé thé chat nao anh hwéng dén tw
thé, dang di.

- C6 kha nang la ké da an trém gan 23m cap loai twong tu cua
Bennington va 12 bu 16ng c6 chét ham. Dy tinh tiép tuc tan cong? Md&
ctta vao nha kho ctia Algonquin an trdm bang chia khoa.

- Co kha nang la nhan vien cua Algonquin hoac c6 quan hé vdi nhan
vién cua Algonquin.

- Lién quan dén khing b6? Cé quan hé véi Cong ly cho (chua xac
dinh)? Nhom khting b6? C4 nhan mang tén Rahman dinh liu vao? C6
nhitng tin hiéu ma hoa vé cac khoan tién chi trd, cac dong thai nhan sy
va thit gi d6 ‘16n’.

- Vi pham an ninh tai tram dién ctia Algonquin & Philadelphia c6 thé c6
lien quan.

- Thong tin t SIGINT: t* ngt ma héa am chi vii khi, “gidy va céac
nguyén vat liéu (sing, thudc nd?).
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- Nhitng ngudi dinh liu t¢i bao gom mot phu nit, mot nam gidi.

- Han da nghién cttu vé SCADA - Chuong trinh Giam sat Biéu khién va
Thu thap Dt liéu. Va cac Chuong trinh quan ly nang lvgng. Algonquin
stt dung Enertrol. Ca hai déu dwa trén hé diéu hanh Unix.

- D€ tao ra ho quang dién, c6 kha nang da hoac dang la thg dat duwong
day, tho dién dwoc cidp chitng chi, thg dién tay nghé cao, lam viéc tai
cong truong xay dung, trong quan doi.
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Muoi sau tiéng dong ho
trudc ngay Trai Dat

|
CON BUONG
DIEN TRO THAP NHAT

“Mot ngay nao dd, con nguti sé khai thac thiy trieu 1én xubng, giam gitr nang lugng mat trai, va giai
phdng nang lugng nguyén tu.”
THOMAS ALVA EDISON,

BAN VE TUONG LAl
CUA VIEC SAN XUAT BIEN
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Chuong 25

Tam gio sang.

Anh mit troi budi sang van con duwéi thap tran vao ngdi nha. Lincoln
Khyme chdp mat va ra khoi luéng sang choi 16a khi 1ai chiéc xe 1lan Miii tén
Dong bao ra khoi khoang thang may nhé néi phong ngt cua anh véi phong
thi nghiém & tang trét

Sachs, Mel Cooper va Lon Sellitto da tap trung triedc d6 mot tiéng dong
ho.

Sellitto dang ndéi chuyén dién thoai. “Puwgc, hiéu r6i.” Anh ta gach bé mot
cai tén nita. Va két thic cudc goi. Rhyme khong biét anh ta da thay quan ao
chwa. C6 1€ anh ta da ngu lai tai phong sinh hoat chung hodc phong ngut tang
trét. Cooper thi da ghé qua nha, it nhat dwgc mot lic. Va Sachs da ngu bén
canh Rhyme - chang tron dém. C6 day lic nam ruGi dé tiép tuc ra soat cac ho
so nhan vién va thu hep danh sach doi twgng tinh nghi.

“Chung ta dén dau r6i?” Rhyme hoi.

Seiiitto lJam bam, “Vira néi chuyén véi McDaniel. Ho sau, ching ta sau.”

“Y anh 1a ching ta d3 c6 danh sdch thu hep mudi hai d6i twgng tinh
nghi?”

“Um, khong, Linc. Chiing ta da loai trtr dwoc mudi hai ngudi.”

Sachs noi, “Van dé la nhiéu nhan vién trong danh sach & vi tri cap cao. Ho
khong dwa nhitng nghé nghiép ban dau vao ly lich, hodc khong dwa hét tat ca
cac khéa dao tao vé may tinh. Chung ta phai rat mat cong tim hiéu mgi biét
dugce ho c6 ky nang thao ting lwdi dién va bo tri cdi bay kia hay khong.”

“Mau xét nghiém ADN dang & cho quai quy nao r6i?” Rhyme gat.

“Sap c6 két qua.” Cooper néi. “Ho dang xuc tién.”
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“Pang xuc tién.” Rhyme cau kinh 1am bam. Cac ky thuat xét nghiém méi
thong thuong co thé cho két qua trong mot, hai ngay, khac véi ky thuat RFPL
trwdc day, (tinh da hinh chiéu dai cta cdc dogn AND) , c6 thé mat mot tuan.
Anh khong hiéu tai sao dén gid van chwa c6 két qua.

“Va chua c6 thém thdéng tin gi vé Céng ly cho a?”

Sellitto n6i, “Ngwoi ciia ching t6i da ra soat tat ca cac ho so. Ca ngwoi cta
McDaniel nita. Va BO An ninh Noi dia, Co quan Kiém soat Rugu & Thuoc 14
- Vi khi - Thuoéc no, Interpol. Khong cé gi vé bon nay hay Rahman ca.
Khong cé gi sat. Buc chét di dugc, mién dam may ay. Nghe nhu trong tiéu
thuyét ctia Stephen King vay.”

Rhyme dinh goi cho phong thi nghiém dang phan tich mau ADN, nhuwng
ding lic anh go nhe ngon tay vao tdim cam ng thi dién thoai reo chudng.
Anh nhuén mot bén 16ng may va ngay 1ap ttc nhan nit TRA LOL.

“Kathryn. Xin chao. Chi day sém thé!” Hién tai md&i la nam gio sang &
California.

“Hoi s6m mot chat.”

“Co thém tin tic gi khong?”

“Logan lai bi phat hién, gan cho han bi phat hién lan trudc. T6i vira néi
chuyén v6i Arturo Diaz.”

Anh chang canh sat cling day sém. Dau hiéu t6t ddy.

“Bay gi0 sép cua anh ta theo vu nay. Ngudi t6i titng nhac tGi ay. Rodoflo
Luna.”

Hoéa ra Luna thyc sy dang nam gi® vi tri rat cao: ditng th hai trong luc
lwgng Canh sat Lién bang Mexico, twong duong voi FBI. Dance noi mdc du
phai ganh trach nhiém nadng né chi huy cac chién dich phong chéng ma tady -
va diét trir té nan tham nhiing ngay trong cac co quan chinh phad - Luna van
hang héi trwdc co hoi bat gitt dwgc Thg Bong Ho6. Truyén théng khong tap
trung lam vao moi de doa xdy ra mot vu sat hai nita & Mexico, va kho cé thé
yéu cau mot nguwdi dang nam vi tri cao cap nhw Luna quan tam, nhwng 6ng ta
tham vong va 6ng ta nghi rang viéc hgp tac vdi S&@ Canh sat New York sé
mang lai 1gi ich cho quan hé thiéfu mdn ma gitta Mexico va dong minh
phuong bac.
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“Ong ta rat oach. Ty 14i chiéc SUV Lexus cta minh, deo hai stng... kiéu
cao boi dich thue.”

“Nhung ong ta co6 thanh that khong?”

“Arturo béo t6i rang 6ng ta biét cach lgi dung nhitng khe hé cia hé thong
chinh quyén, nhung, vang, 6ng ta dua thanh that. Va o6ng ta thudc loai t té.
Ong ta di & trong luc lwvgng hai muwoi ndm, thi thoang ciing dich than ra hién
treong xem xét mot vu an. Ong ta tham chi con ty di thu thap chiing c.”

Rhyme cdm thay kha an twgng. Anh tirng y nhu thé khi con la mot dai dy
canh sat, ditng dau bo phan Diéu tra. Anh nhé rat nhiéu lan xdy ra tinh huéng
dai loai mot ky thuat vién tré bong dung nghe thay mot giong noi, giat minh
quay lai va trong thay sép cta sép cua sép hai tay deo gang, dang nghién ctru
sgi vai hay sgi téc gi do duoc kep bang nhip.

“Ong ta noi tiéng vi da thing thitng tran 4p cac vu tdi pham kinh t€, budn
nguoi va khing bo. Bwa mét s6 vi tai to mat 16n vao tu.”

“Va ong ta van song.” Rhyme noi. Chwa ké nao dam gion mat Ong ta.
Nguoi ditng dau lwc lwgng canh sat cia Mexico City tredce day khong lau da
bi am sat.

“Ong ta c6 mot doi ngili bao vé dong dado.” Dance giai thich. Roi thém,
“Ong ta muén néi chuyén véi anh.”

“Cho t0i so dién thoai.”

Dance doc. Cham rai. C6 da gap Rhyme va biét dwgc tinh trang cua anh.
Anh di chuyén ngén tré phai trén tdm cdm &ng ddc biét, gd nhitng chit so.
Chung hién 1én trén man hinh phang trwedc mat anh.

R6i Dance thong bado Co quan Phong chong Ma tiy dang tiép tuc phong
van ngwoi dan 6ng da chuyén cho Logan cai hop. “Anh ta néi déi khi khai
rang minh khong biét cé gi bén trong. Toi da xem video va dwa ra vai 16i
khuyén dé cac mat vu kiém soat qua trinh thdm van. Tay cong nhan han da
nghi c6 ma tiy hay tién trong hop va da 1én nhin. Thyc té€ anh ta khong an
cap chitng t6 do khong phai hai thit kia. Ho sé bat dau tham van lai.”

Rhyme cam on Dance.

“0, c6 cai nay.”

“Gi vay?”
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Dance doc cho Rhyme dia chi mot website. Anh cling cham rai go n6 vao
trinh duyét web.

“Hay vao trang d6. To6i nghi anh muoén nhin thdy Rodoflo. T6i nghi sé dé
dang hiéu duvgc mot nguwdi hon néu ta cé thé hinh dung ra ngudoi dé.”

Rhyme chang biét diéu dy ding hay sai. Trong nghé nghiép ctia minh, anh
c6 xu huwéng khong nhin nhiéu nguwdi. Cac nan nhan thong thuwong da chét va
nhitng ké sat hai ho thi da cao chay xa bay twr lau triéc khi anh tham gia vao
vu an. Néu cho anh lya chon, anh tha khéng nhin thiy bét ci ai.

Tuy nhién, sau khi két thic cudc goi, Rhyme cling mé website kia ra. Anh
luan ra rang do6 la mot cau chuyén, bang tiéng Tay Ban Nha, dugc dang bao
Mexico, vé mot vu kham xét ma tdy hét sitc 16n. Rodoflo Luna la si quan chi
huy. Bitc dnh duwgc dang kém cau chuyén cho thdy mot ngwdi dan ong to 16n,
ding gitta nhitng canh sat lién bang duwéi quyén. Mot s6 deo mat na den 6m
sat dau dé che gidu danh tinh, mot s6 khac mang vé canh giac va lanh lung
cta nhitng nguwdi ma nghé nghiép khién ho tré thanh muc tiéu bi chi y.

Luna c6 khudn mit 16n, da thAm mau. Ong ta doi mii luwdi trai quan doi
nhung xem ra bén dwéi 1a mot cai dau troc. BO dong phuc mau xanh 0 liu
trong giéng cua quan doi hon la cua canh sat va ong ta dugc diém trang bang
v6 s6 huan huy Chuwong 14p lanh trén ngwc. Bo ria mép mau den ram rap,
xung quanh miéng nhiéu nép nhan. Nét mat cau cé trong dang sg, 6ng ta
dang cam diéu thudc 14 chi cai gi dé & phia trai khung canh.

Rhyme lai stt dung tdm cadm ng thwc hién mot cudc goi sang Mexico
City. Anh c6 thé st dung hé thong nhan dién giong ndi, nhung ké tir khi ban
tay phai phuc héi dwgc phan nao kha nang van dong, anh cé xu hwdng thich
dung dén cac phuong tién co hoc hon.

Dé thyre hién cudc goi nay, anh chi can thém no6 lyc g6 ma nwdc va nhanh
chong noi chuyén dugc voi Luna, nguoi s@ hitu giong noéi nhe nhang dang
ngac nhién, chi thoang mét chat am sac nwdc ngoai, hoan toan khéng nhan ra
dugc. Ong ta 1a ngudi Mexico, tat nhién, nhung cac nguyén am c6 vé hoi pha
giong Phap.

“A, a, Lincoln Rhyme. Rat han hanh. T6i da doc vé anh. V4, tat nhién, toi
c6 cac cudn sach anh viét. Toi da dam bao rang ching dwoc dwa vao Chuwong
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trinh gidng day cho ddi ngfi nhan vién diéu tra cia minh.” Ong ta ding lai
mot chat, roi hoi, “Xin thit 16i. Nhung anh sé cap nhat kién thitc vé ADN
chi?”

Rhyme phai bat cugi. Md&i vai ngay truée do, anh da suy nghi chinh xac
tGi viéc dy. “Chac roi. Ngay sau khi vu an nay két thic. Thanh tra... ngai la
thanh tra phai khong?”

“Thanh tra a? Xin 16i.” Cai giong hién hau néi. “Nhung tai sao tat cd moi
nguoi ci cho rang si quan canh sat & cac nwdc khong phai nwdc My thi déu la
thanh tra vay?”

“Nguon kién thitc cudi cung vé nhitng tha tuc hodc qua trinh dao tao trong
lyc lwgng thue thi phap luat,” Rhyme néi, “la dién anh va truyén hinh.”

Mot tiéng cwoi khodi tra. “Canh sat tdi nghiép ching t6i sé lam gi day néu
khéng c6 truyen hinh cadp? Nhung, khong. Tai 1a si quan chi huy chién dau. O
nuwdc ching t6i, quan doi va canh sat, ching t6i thuwong xuyén hoan doi vi tri.
Con anh la dai iy RET (retired: nghi huu), t6i thdy ghi nhu thé trong sach
ctia anh. Nghia la ky thuat vién cap chuyén gia lam viéc tai nha a? To6i ctt ban
khoan tw hoi.”

Rhyme cuoi to. “Khong, né nghia la toi da nghi hvu.”

“That v? Nhung anh van dang lam viéc day ma.”

“Thuc té la vay. T6i cdm on sy gitp do cua ngai trong vu an nay. Day la
ké toi pham rat nguy hiém.”

“Han hanh dugc ho trg anh. Pong nghiép ctia anh, c6 Dance, c6 ay rat tich
cuc gitp dd viéc dan do mot so toi pham nghiém trong cda chiing t6i vé
nuwdc, trong lac c6 cac ap lwc 16n nham ngan chan viéc nay.”

“Vang, chi ay rat giéi!,” Rhyme di dén van dé co ban. “T6i hiéu la cac
ngai da phat hién ra Logan.”

“Tro ly cada t6i, Arturo Diaz, va doi cua anh ta da phat hién ra han hai lan.
Mot lan vao hom qua, tai mot khach san. Va mot lan cling méGi day & dia
diém gan do, giita nhitng toa van phong trén dai 10 Bosque de Reform khu
vue kinh doanh thuwong mai. Han dang chup anh cac toa nha. Viéc nay gay
nghi ngo vi cac toa nha hau nhw chang phai ky quan kién tric gi, va mot canh
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sat giao thong nhan ra Logan qua anh. Nguwdoi ctia Arturo nhanh chong dén
dé. Nhung tén Thg Bong Ho6 ctia anh da bién mat. Han rat khé nam bat.”

“Cau ay mo ta kha ding vé han. Nhitng co quan nao nam trong cac toa
van phong han chup anh?”

“Hang chuc céng ty. Va mot s6 bd khong quan trong. Cac van phong vé
tinh. Cac hoat dong giao thong, thuwong mai. Mot ngan hang & tang trét cta
mot trong cac tda nha. Diéu dé c6 y nghia gi?”

“Han khong sang Mexico dé thuc hién mot vu cwdp. Tin titc tinh bao cua
ching t6i cho thay day la mot vu giét ngwdi ma han dang 1én ké hoach.”

“Chung toi sé ngay lap tic diéu tra vé nhan sy va muc dich cta tat ca cac
van phong dé xem c6 ngudi nao c6 thé la nan nhan khéng.”

Rhyme biét vé sy tinh té€ ctia tro choi chinh tri nhwng anh khéng c6 thoi
gian ma khéo 1éo nay no, va anh cdm thdy Luna cling khong c6. “Ngai Chi
huy, ngai phai bao dam quan cua ngai khong bi phat hién. Ngai phai than
trong hon binh thuwong rat nhiéu!”

“Vang, tat nhién. Ga dan 6ng nay c6 con mat ay, phai khong?”

“Con mat ay?”

“Kiéu nhw giac quan thit sau. Kathryn Dance béo t6i rang han giong loai
meo. Han biét ltic nao minh gap nguy hiém.”

Khong, Rhyme nghi, han chi rat thong minh va c6 thé dy doan chinh xac
kha nang cac doi thu caa han sé lam gi. Giong mot tay choi cd bac thay.
Nhung anh n6i, “Chinh xac la nhw thé day, ngai Chi huy.”

Rhyme nhin dam dam tdm anh chup trén mdy tinh, Dance da ding: Nhitng
cudc doi thoai thuong dem dén nhiéu diéu hon khi ngudi ta cé thé hinh dung
ra ngwoi minh dang noi chuyén.

“Bén nay chung t6i cling c6 vai ké nhu thé.” Lai mot tiéng cuwoi khoai tra.
“Thye té, toi la mot trong né day. D6 la 1y do tai sao t6i van song khi ma
nhiéu dong nghiép cta t6i da chang con. Chuing toi sé tiép tuc theo doi, mot
cach tinh vi. Pai 1y, khi ching t6i tém ¢6 dwgc han, anh c6 1é sé muodn sang
dan do han veé.”

“To6i khong ra ngoai nhiéu.”
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Lai mot thoang im lang. R6i mot giong budn rau, “Ay xin thit 16i, tdi quén
mat chuyén anh bi thwong.”

Chuyén ma, Rhyme ngam nghi véi mot s buén rau khong kém, ban than
anh chang bao gio quén dugce, Anh bdo, “ngai khong can xin 16i dau.”

Luna néi thém, “Cha, ching t6i rat... Cac anh néi nhw thé nao nhi? Dé
dang tiép can, @ Mexico City nay, Anh sé rat dwgc hoan nghénh, sé cam thay
rat thodi mai. Anh c6 thé lwu lai tai nha t6i va vg toi sé nau cho anh an. Nha
toi khong c6 cau thang, nén khong bat tién dau.”

“Cole.”

“Chung toi c6 thitc an rat ngon, t6i lai swu tap cac loai rvgu mezcal, rugu
tequila.”

“Trong trwong hgp do, toi co 1€ sé san sang cho mot bita to6i an mirng.”
Rhyme no6i dé Luna diu di con phan khich.

“T6i sé moi anh sang day bang cach tém c6 dugc thang cha nay... Va anh
co 1€ sé giang bai cho cac si quan cua to6i.”

Bay gio thi Rhyme ty bat cwoi voi ban than minh. Anh da khong nhan ra
rang ho dang thuwong lwgng. Sw xuat hién cia Rhyme & Mexico sé 1a mot
thanh tich cho ngwoi dan 6ng nay, n6 chinh la mét trong nhitng ly do khién
ong ta tich cuc hgp tac dén thé. Day cé 1é la cach tat ca cac phi vu - du trong
lue lwgng thwe thi phap luat hay kinh doanh - dién ra tai khu viec My Latin.

“D6 sé la mot niém han hanh.” Rhyme ngwéc mat 1én, trong thdy Thom
dang ra hiéu cho minh va chi vé phia hanh lang.

“Ngai Chi huy, t6i phai di bay gio.”

“Cam on anh da lién lac véi toi, Dai uy. Toi sé lién lac lai ngay khi biét
dwgc diéu gi d6. Tham chi néu n6é dudong nhw khong cé y nghia, t6i chac chan
van sé goi dién cho anh.”
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Chuong 26

Thom lai dan vién Ph6 Truwéng van phong voc dang gon ghé, day nghi luc
vao phong thi nghiém. Anh ta di cung mot cong su, tré, banh bao, tén la gi thi
Rhyme da quén ngay lap tic. Tuy nhién, cau ta dé dang dwgc nghi t6i nhw
mot Thang oat, viét hoa. Cau ta chdp mat mot cai nhin bénh nhan liét i chi,
r6i nhin di cho khac.

Vién Pho Truong van phong thong bao, “Chung t6i da loai trir them dugc
mdy nguodi trong danh sach. Nhung c6 mdt viéc khac. Mot bire thw yéu sach.”

“Ai gtti?” Lon Sellitto dang dirtng bén ban kham nghiém, héi. Anh ta nhan
nhum twa mot qua bong xep. “Bon khiing bo a?”

“Ndc danh, khéng xac dinh.” McDaniel noéi, phat am tirtng am tiét mot
cach hoan hao. Rhyme ban khoan ty hoi liéu anh c6 thuc sy ghét nguoi dan
ong nay nhw ban than nghi khéng. Phan vi kiéu doi x cta anh ta vdi Fred
Dellray. Phan vi chinh phong cach ctia anh ta. Va, doi khi, tdt nhién, ngudi ta
hoan toan chang can dén ly do nao ca.

Mién dam may...

Vién mat vu tiép tuc, “Nghe gan giong mot treong hop 1ap di, lién quan
dén sinh thai, nhung ai biét n6 lam binh phong cho cai gi.”

Sellitto lai héi, “Chung ta chac chan dé6 la han?”

Sau mot vu tan cong duwong nhw khong thé hién dong co gi khong phdi la
khong hay xuat hién hang loat cac doi twgng nhan trach nhiém. Va de doa lap
lai sy viéc néu nhitng yéu sach nhat dinh khong dwoc dap ng, tuy ban than
bon chiing chang hé c6 Lién quan.

McDaniel noéi giong rin rit, “Han khang dinh nhitng chi tiét cia vu tan
cong xe buyt. Tat nhién, ching t6i da tién hanh kiém tra.”
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Théi d6 trich thwgng d6é gidi thich phan nao cam gidc khong wa cuda
Rhyme.

“Ai nhan dwoc birc thu va nhan duge nhw thé nao?” Rhyme hoi.

“Andi Jessen. Toi sé dé chi ta cung cap théng tin chi tiét cho anh. Toi
muon mang né vé cho anh xem sém nhat c6 thé.”

ft nhat vién mat vu lién bang ciing dang khong dau tranh gianh lanh dia.
Cam giac kho chiu d& di mot chat.

“Toi da thong bao vdi ngai thi truong, Washington va Bo An ninh Noi dia.
Trén duong toi tGi day, chung toi da dam thoai hdi nghi.”

Tuy chwa c6 mat ching t6i, Rhyme tham nhan xét trong long.

Vién mat vu lién bang mé chiéc cap da, 14y ra to gidy dwng trong phong bi
nhya trong. Rhyme hat dau vé phia Cooper, anh ta, tay deo gang, rit to gidy
ra va dat 1én ban kham nghiém. Pau tién, anh ta chup anh né. Roi, lat sau,
van bén viét tay hién 1én trén nhitng man hinh may tinh xung quanh phong.

GUi Andi Jessen, CEO, va Lién hgp Dién luc Algonquin:

Khodng 11h30 sdng hém qua, da xdy ra mét vu né quang dién tai tram
MH-10 trén ph6 Nadm muoi bdy man Tdy qudn Manhattan. Nguyén nhdn la
do mét sgi cdp Benningtort va 16i dan dién dugc ddu vdi duong ddy chinh
bdang hai bu long c6 chét ham. Vi bon tram khdc bi ddanh sdp va dinh mifc
aptomat bi ndng lén, dién dp qud tdi xdp xi hai trdm nghin volt gdy ra tia ltra
dien.

Vu viéc nay hoan toan la 1o6i cua ba, xudt phdt tir long tham va thoi ich ky
cua ba. Nhirng tinh xdu ddc trumg trong nganh sdn xudt dién va ddang bi qud
trach. Enron dd htly hogi sinh mang tai chinh ctia moi ngu'oi, con cong ty cua
ba da htty hoai ca tudi tho tu nhién ctia chting t6i lan tudi tho cta Trdi dat.
Bdng cdch khai thdc dién bat chdp hdu qud, ba dang huly hoai thé gidi cua
chiing t6i, ba Gm tham xdm nhdp vao cudc séng cua chiing téi tra nhv con
virus, cho tdi ltic chiing t6i phdi phu thudc vao thi¥ dang giét chét chinh minh.

Moi nguroi phdi biét ho khong cdan nhiéu dién nhu ba bdo. Ba phdi huréng
dan ho. Hom nay, ba sé tién hanh giam céng sudt ludn phién trén toan mang
luwGi dién thanh phé Nem York - gidm ndm muoi phan trdm phu tdi ngodi dinh
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trong vong nira tiéng dong ho, bdt dau tir 12h00. Néu ba khong lam vdy, vao
Itic 1h00 chiéu, sé co thém nhitng nguoi khdc thiét mang.

Rhyme hat dau vé phia may dién thoai va bdo Sachs, “Goi cho Andi
Jessen.”

Co thyc hién yéu cau cta anh. Mot 1at sau, giong nguwdi phu nit phat ra qua
loa ngoai. “Tham t Sachs? Co nghe tin gi chwa?”

“Ro6i. T6i dang & day vGi Lincoln Rhyme va mot s6 nguwoi twv FBI, S&
Canh sat New York. Ho vira dwa bitc thu ve.”

Rhyme nghe thay Itta gian boc birng birng trong 10i ngwdi phu nit, “Ké nao
ding dang sau n6?”

“Chung t6i khong biét.” Sachs tra 1oi.

“Cac c0 phai biét gi d6 chit.”

McDaniel xuwng danh, roi néi, “Cudc diéu tra dang tién trién, nhung ching
toi van chua c6 doi twgng tinh nghi.”

“Ga dan ong mac dong phuc trong tiém ca phé sang hom qua, bén canh
diém do xe buyt ay?”

“Chung t6i khong cé danh tinh cia han. Hién ching t6i dang ra soat danh
sach chi cung cap. Nhung chwa xac dinh duwgc ro rang ai la doi twgng tinh
nghi.”

“Chi Jessen, t6i la Tham tir Sellitto thudéc S& Canh sat New York. Liéu chi
c6 thé lam viéc ay khong?”

“Viéc gi?”

“Viéc han yéu cau. Chi biét day, gidam cong suat dién.”

Rhyme thay khong c6 van dé gi khi phai lwa chiéu choi véi bon tdi pham,
néu mot chut thwong lwgng dem dén thém thdi gian cho viéc phan tich chitng
c hay bo tri theo déi mot ké khing bo chang han. Nhung anh khong quyét
dinh dugc viéc nay.

“Lai la Tucker day, chi Jessen. Chuing t6i hét sttc khuyén chi dirng thwong
lwgng. Vé lau vé dai, nhw thé chi khuyén khich bon ching gia tang yéu sach.”
Anh mét anh ta hwéng vao vién tham t& to béo, ngudi ciing dang chdm chim
nhin lai.

https://thuviensach.vn



Sellitto bao vé y kién ctia minh, “Viéc dé c6 thé dem dén cho ching ta da
thoi gian dé gidi quyét vu an.”

Vién Phé Trwdng van phong ngap ngirng. Rot cudc, anh ta van noéi, “Toi
dit khoat dé nghi khong thuwong lwong.”

Andi Jessen cat 101, “D6 tham chi chang phai la van dé. Gidm nam muoi
phan tram phu tai ngoai dinh toan thanh ph6? Pau gidng nhu xoay nim chinh
do sang béng dén. N6 sé can thiép vao mitc tai khap Iwéi dién Lién két Dong
bac. Chung t6i sé mat dong bo dién 4p dau ra dau vao va phai cat dién hang
chuc dia diém. Hang triéu khach hang sé c6 mady tinh bi tat néng. V6 so dir
liéu bi xba va viéc cai dat lai sé theo ché do mac dinh. Sé mat nhiéu ngay dé
tai lap trinh.

“T6i té hon, mot s6 co s& ha tang lién quan dén tinh mang ngwoi dan, co
ac-quy va may phat dién dy phong, nhung chang phai tat ca déu c6. Cac bénh
vién chi c6 so lwgng han ché nhitng thiét bi nay, mot s6 chwa bao gio hoat
dong tot. Hau qua la sé c6 t vong.”

O, Rhyme nghi, ké viét bitc thw di ding mot diém: Pién, va Algonquin
cling nhw cac cong ty dién lwc khac, thue té€ da xam nhap vao cudc song cta
chung ta. Chung ta bi phu thudc vao dién.

“Pdy, anh nghe r6i day.” McDaniel néi. “Khong thé thuc hién yéu sach do
duwgc.”

Sellitto nhan nhé. Rhyme nhin vé phia Sachs. “Parker?”

Co gat dau, trugt danh ba trong chiéc BlackBerry dé tim kiém s6 mdy va
dia chi email cua Parker Kincaid ¢ Washington D.C. Anh ta la cru mat vu
FBI, bay gio la nha tw van doc 1ap, chuyén gia nghién cttu tai liéu gioi nhat
nuwéc, theo quan diém cua Rhyme.

Sachs budng nguoi vao chiéc ghé dya trudc mdt trong nhitng mdy tram,
g0 email, quét hinh anh bttc thw, roi gwri di.

Sellitto nhan niat m& dién thoai ctia minh, lién lac véi bo phan Chong
Khing bo S& Canh sat New York, dong thai lién lac véi Pon vi Phan (ng
nhanh - 1 phién ban thanh phé ctia Iyc lwgng Chién thuat va Vi khi Dac biét -
thong bao cho ho biét m6t vu tdn cong nita da duwoc 1én ké hoach vao lic mot
gio chiéu.
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Rhyme quay lai véi chiéc dién thoai c6 dinh. “Chi Jessen, Lincoln day.
Danh sach chi cung cap cho Tham t&r Sachs hdm qua ay? Nhitng nhan vién
ay?”

“Vang, sao?”

“Chi c6 thé cung cdp cho chiing t6i mau viét tay ctia ho khong?”

“Tat ca moi nguoi a?”

“Cang nhiéu cang t6t. Cang sém cang tot.”

“T6i nghi c6 thé. Chung toi da ky két mdt so théa thuan bado mat cu thé la
cac ban khai y t€, don dé nghi, hay bang ké chi tiéu.”

Rhryme quay khoi dién thoai, goi to, “Sachs! Anh dy c6 d6 sao? Parker co
d6 khong? Tinh hinh sao r6i?”

Sachs cti dau. “Anh ay dang dy mdt budi 1€ hay gi d6. Em dang dugc noi
may.”

Kincaid la 6ng b6 don than cua hai dita con, Robby va Stephanie va anh ta
vOn van rat than trong giitr cho doi tw va cong viéc can bang - sy tan tuy doi
v6i hai dita con la ly do khién anh ta roi khoi FBI dé trd thanh nha tw van,
giong nhv Rhyme. Nhung Rhyme ciing biét trudc mot vu nhw thé nay,
Kincaid sé ngay lap titc san sang va lam nhitng gi c6 thé.

Nha hinh sy hoc quay lai may dién thoai c6 dinh. “Chi Jessen, chi c6 thé
quét hinh anh cac mau viét tay roi gwi cho...” Mgt cai nhuén may vé phia
Sachs. Co doc to dia chi email cua Parker Kincaid.

“Toi da ghi lai,” Tessen noi.

“Toi do rang chung la thuat ngl si dung trong nganh?” Rhyme hoi.
“Giadm cong suat luan phién, sa thai phu tdi, phu tai ngoai dinh.”

“Pung vay.”

“Liéu diéu dé co cho chung ta thong tin gi vé han khong?”

“Khong han. D6 1a khia canh k¥ thuat ctia nganh, nhung néu han da cé thé
can thiép vao hé thng mady tinh va tao ho quang dién thi han cling biét nhitng
cai dy. Bat ctt ai ¢ trong nganh déu biét thoi!”

“Chi nhan bic thu theo cach nao?”

“N6 dugce chuyén t6i toa chung cw cuia t6i.”

“Chi dé dia chi cong khai a?”
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“T6i khong dang ky dia chi trong danh ba dién thoai, nhung t6i cho rang
khong dén ndi ngudi ta chang thé tim ra minh.”

Rhyme kién tri hoi, “Chinh xac chi nhan bitc thu theo cach nao?”

“T6i song trong mot toa nha c6 nguwdi gac cira, khu bo Bong Thuong. Ai
dé bam chuong 16i giao hang dang sau sanh. Nguwoi gac cia di ra xem. Khi
anh ta quay lai, bitc thw da & cho anh ta r6i. N6 dwgc ghi chi: Khan. Chuyén
ngay lap titc cho Andi Jessen.”

“Co0 video an ninh khong?” Rhyme hoi.

“Khong.”

“Ai da dong dén n6?”

“Nguoi gac ctta. Tuy nhién, chi cai phong bi thoi. T6i c* nhan vién van
thw tit cong ty vé ldy nd. Anh ta cling da dong vao phong bi. Va t6i, tat
nhiéen.”

McDaniel dang dinh néi diéu gi d6, nhung Rhyme khong dé cho anh ta
kip noéi. “Bttc thw rat nhay cdm vé mat thoi gian, nén bat cit ké nao dé n6 do
déu biét chi c6 nguwdi gac ctra. Vi thé no sé tdi tay chi ngay lap tire.”

McDaniel gat dau. C6 vé lic ndy anh ta dang dinh nhan xét chinh diéu
nay. Thang oat mat sang ciing gat dau, giong nhu con ché do choi cé cai dau
du dva hay dat & ctra sO sau 0 tO vay.

Jessen ndi sau mot chut im lang, “T6i cho rang ding la nhw thé!” Gigng
chi ta thé hién r6 su lo lang. “Thé c6 nghia la han biét t6i. Co thé rat biét t6i!”

“Chi c6 ve si khong?” Sellitto hoi.

“Giam doc an ninh cua chiing t6i, ¢ noi lam viéc. Bernie Wahl. Co da gap
anh ay r6i, Tham t& Sachs. Moi ca, anh ay cat bon nhan vién bao vé dugc
trang bi vii khi. Nhung & nha thi khong. To6i khong bao gio nghi...”

“Chung toi sé cat nguwoi tir bo phan Canh sat Khu vie chot bén ngoai can
ho cua chi.” Sellitto noéi. Trong ldc anh ta goi dién, McDaniel héi, “Gia dinh
chi & quanh day thi sao? Chung t6i phai bo tri ai d6 dé y t6i ho.”

Loa ngoai thodng im ldng, roi cau hoi dugc dva ra, “Tai sao?”

“Han c6 thé st dung ho dé gay tac dong.”

“0.” Giong néi dang 1& phai khan di ctia Jessen nghe lai c6 vé binh thuong
tredc am chi rang nhitng ngwdi gan giii véi chi ta sé bi hai. Nhung chi ta giai
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thich, “Cha me t6i & Florida.”

Sachs hoi, “Chi c6 m0t nguwdi em trai, phdi khong? T6i da trong thdy anh
cau ay trén ban lam viéc caa chi?”

“Em trai t6i a? Chung t6i khong thuong xuyén lién lac. Va né khong séng
¢ day...” Mot giong ndi cat 161 Jessen. Chi ta quay lai cudc dién thoai, “Nay,
toi xin 16i, dng théng d6c dang goi. Ong dy vira nghe tin.”

Jessen gac mdy danh cach mot tiéng.

“Vay.” Sellitto ngita hai ban tay ra. Anh ta dwa 4nh mat sugt qua
McDaniel, nhung dirng lai & Rhyme. “Nhw thé nay moi thit dam ra qua dé
dang.”

“Dé dang a?” Thang oat hoi.

“Phaéi.” Seliitto hat dau chi biéu twgng dong ho trén mot man hinh phang
gan dé6. “Néu da chang thé thuwong lwong, tat ca nhitng gi chiing ta phai lam
chinh la tim ra han. Trong khong day ba tiéng dong ho. Qua ngon an.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Chuong 27

Mel Cooper va Khyme dang phan tich bitc thw. Ron Pulaski ciing da dén may
phtt trwde. Lon Sellitto thi dang phong xe sang khu vie trung tam thanh pho
dé diéu phoi Bon vi Phan ng nhanh, trong truong hop ho hodc xac dinh
dwge mot doi twong tinh nghi hoac phat hién ra muc tiéu c6 thé cta han.

Tucker McDaniel xem xét birc thw yéu sach nhw thé n6 la loai thitc an
chwa cham tran bao gio. Rhyme do6 rang nguyén nhan la vi van ban viét tay
trén gidy khong roi vao mién dam may. Hinh thitc dy trai ngugc véi hinh thitc
thong tin lién lac cong nghé cao. Cac may tinh va hé thong do tim tinh vi cia
anh ta danh chiu chét truéc gidy vai muc.

Rhyme liéc bitc thw. Tt kién thitc dugce hoc hanh cta chinh ban than anh,
cling nhw tr qua trinh lam viéc cung Parker Kincaid, anh biét nét chit chang
tiét 10 diéu gi veé tinh cach cia nguoi viét, bat ké nhitng cudn sach dwgc bay
ban & quay thu ngan tiém tap hdéa hay nhitng vi hoc gid uyén tham trén cac
phuong tién truyén thong cé dua ra y kién nhang nhit nhw thé nao. Tat nhién,
viéc phan tich c6 thé lam sang to, néu mot mau viét tay khac, da biét danh
tinh cia nguwoi viét, duge cung cap, c6 thé dem so sanh nham xac dinh ngwoi
viét van ban thi nhit va ngudi viét van ban th hai c6 phdi 1a mét ngudi hay
khong. Parker Kincaid gio han dang lam viéc nay, thuc hién doi chiéu so bo
v6i nét chit ctia nhitng doi twgng khung bé da duwgc biét téi va doi chiéu
ching vGi nét chit cta nhitng nhan vién Algonquin trong danh sach kia.

Nét chit va ndi dung van ban cling ggi y rang nguoi viét thuan tay phai
hay tay trai, trinh d6 hoc van dén dau, 16n 1én & dat nwdc hodc ving mién
nao, sitc khée thé chat, tinh than ra sao, liéu c6 bi anh huwdng gi do ma tiy
hay céac chat doc.
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Nhung Rhyme quan tdm téi bitc thw mot cach co ban hon: loai gidy va
muc dugc st dung dén tir nguén nao, cac dau van tay, cac vét han in trén sgi
gidy.

Tat ca nhitng van dé ay, sau khi Cooper cam cui phan tich, chi la mot con
s0 khong tron trinh.

Nguobn ctia ca gidy va myc déu thiéu tinh ddc thu - ching c6 thé dugc ban
¢ hang nghin ctra hiéu. Dau van tay cua Andi Jessen la dau van tay duy nhat
xuat hién trén bitc thw, con ddu van tay xudt hién tién phong bi la cua nguoi
gac clfa va nhan vién van thuw, cac mat vu dwéi quyén McDaniel da chuyén
ddu van tay ctia may ngwoi nay cho Rhyme.

Vo ich, Rhyme cay dang nghi. Két luan duy nhat la tha pham quéa thong
minh. Va cé y thitc sinh tén hét sttc manh mé.

Nhung muoi phit sau, ho da dat dwgc mot buwde dot pha, co thé tam goi la
nhu thé.

Parker Kincaid goi dién gitta lic dang nghién citu cac mau van ban tai
ngoi nha cua anh ta ¢ Faufax, Virginia.

“Lincoln.”

“Parker, ching ta c6 gi 16i?”

Kincaid néi, “Thit nhat, vé viéc d6i chiéu nét chir. Cac mau chitng dugc
gtti dén tir chinh Algonquin kha it éi, nén t6i khong thé thyc hién phan tich
day da nhv mong muon.”

“Toi hiéu.”

“Nhung toi da thu hep dién nghi van xuéng con mudi hai nguoi.”

“Muoi hai nguoi. Tuyét voi.”

“Tén day. Anh san sang chuwa?”

Rhyme liéc nhin Cooper, anh ta gat dau. Nguoi ki thuat vién ghi lai nhitng
cai tén Kincaid doc.

“Bay gio, t6i c6 thé cung cap cho anh vai chi tiét khac vé han. Thit nhét,
han thuan tay phai. Tiép theo, qua cach hanh van, t6i thdy dugc mdt s6 dac
diém.”

“No6i luén xem.”

Sau cai hat dau cia Rhyme, Cooper budc tdi tdm bang ghi ho so tdi pham.
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“Han da hoc xong trung hoc, cling c6 thé da tot nghiép dai hoc. Han hoc &
My. Han mac mot s6 16i chinh ta, ngit phap, ddu cau, nhwng hau hét véi cac
tlr va cau tric kho. Toi cho rang do han bi cang thang vi viéc minh dang lam.
Co6 thé han duwgc sinh ra ¢ day. T6i khong thé bdo dam han khong phai goc
nguwoi nhap cw, nhung tiéng Anh l1a ngon ngit thit nhat va, to6i hau nhw chac
chan, 1a ngén nglt duy nhat cia han.”

Cooper viét nhitng thong tin nay.

Kincaid tiép tuc, “Han cling kha théng minh. Han khong st dung dai tw
nhan xung ngbi thi nhat va tranh st dung thé cht dong.”

Rhyme hiéu. “Han chang bao gio ndi diéu gi vé ban than.”

“Chinh xac!”

“N6 ggi y rang han khong ra tay mt minh.”

“Co6 kha nang. Ngoai ra, nhitng nét khuyét trén va khuyét dwdi thiéu nhat
quan. Anh bat gap diéu nay khi doi twong dang lo lang, xic dong. Nguoi viét
dang trong tam trang tirc t6i hodac dau kho, va c6 xu hwdéng dn dam nét but.”

“T6t.” Rhyme hat dau ra hiéu cho Cooper, anh ta viét ca chi tiét nay lén
bang.

Ho két thic cudc goi “Mudi hai...” Rhyme thd dai. Anh nhin mét lwgt cac
bang chitng cir va ho so t6i pham, ti€p dén tén nhitng doi twgng tinh nghi
“Ching ta khong c6 cach nao thu hep dién nghi van nhanh hon hay sao?”
Anh cay dang héi roi nhin chi€c dong ho treo twong tién thém mot phut nita
vé phia thdi han chét choc.

HIEN TRUONG VU AN:

TRAM MANHATTAN-10

CONG TY ALOONOUIN
PHO NAM MUOI BAY MAN TAY

- Nan nhan (da t& vong) Luis Martin, ph6 quan ly ctta hang san pham

am nhac.

+ Khong c6 dau van tay trén bat cit bé mdt nao

+ Manh kim loai néng chay, hau qua cua tia hé quang
- Sgi cap cd 0 bén bang day nhém cé boc 16p cach dién
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+ Nha mdy san xuat linh kién dién Benmington. AM-MV-60, chiu
dugc dong dién 1én tgi 60 000v
+ Cat tay bang cwa kim loai, lwdi mdi, gdy mat mot rang
- Hai bu 16ng c6 chot ham dwong kinh trong long 1.9cm
+ Khong thé truy nguyén
+ DAau vét riéng biét ctia dung cu dé€ lai trén bu 16ng
+ L0i dan dién dong thau, dau véi sgi cap bang hai bu 16ng dirong kinh
0.6cm
- Tat ca déu khong thé truy nguyeén.
- D4u giay cao co.
- San pham caa Albertson-Fenwick Model E-20 danh cho tho dién, c&
11.
- Lwdi kim loai dugc cat ra dé chui vao tram dién, c6 dau vét riéng biét
ctia dung cu la kéo cat bu 16ng.
- Canh ctra va khung ctra du6i tang ham.
- Lay dwgc ADN. ba gui xét nghiém.
- B0 an Hy Lap, taramasalata.
- T6c vang, dai 2,5cm, ty nhién, ctia nguoi tr 50 tudi tré xudéng, dugc
phat hién & tiém ca phé bén kia pho doi dién tram dién.
+ Pa gtti phan tich doc t6 - hoa chat
- Dau vét khoang chat: tro nui Ira.
+ Khong tim thay trong tw nhién khu viec New York.
+ Tt trién 1am, bdo tang, treong dao tao vé dia chat chang?
- Phan mém Trung tam Diéu khién Algonquin bi truy cdp bang mat khau
noi bo, khong phai bdi hacker bén ngoai.
THU YEU SACH
- Buwgc dwa téi nha cho Andi Jessen.
- Khong c6 nhan ching.
- Viét tay.
- Ba gwi cho Parker Kincaid dé phan tich.
- Nguon gidy va muc khong dac thu.
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- Khong thé truy nguyén.

- Khong cé diu van tay cua ai khac ngoai A. Jessen, ngudi gac cira,
nhan vién van thu.

- Khong cé diu vét ro rang nao lwu lai trén gidy.

HO SO bOI TUONG
CHUA XAC PINH

- Nam giagi.

- B0 tubi 40.

- C6 kha nang la da trang.

- Co kha nang deo kinh, doi mi.

- C6 kha nang téc ngan, mau vang.

- Quan yém mau xanh lam tham, twong tw dong phuc cua cong nhan
Algonquin.

- Rat thanh thao céac hé thong dién.

- D4u giay goi y rang khong c6 van dé thé chat nao anh hwéng dén tw
thé, dang di.

- C6 kha nang la ké da an trém gan 23m cap loai twong ty cua
Bennington va 12 bu 16ng c6 chét ham. Dy tinh tiép tuc tdn cong? Md&
ctra vao nha kho ctia Algonquin an trom bang chia khoa.

- Co kha nang la nhan vién cua Algonquin hodc cé quan hé vGi nhan
vién cua Algonquin.

- Lién quan dén khing b6? Cé quan hé véi Cong ly cho (chwa xac
dinh)? Nhom khting b6? C4 nhan mang tén Rahman dinh liu vao? cé
nhitng tin hiéu ma hoa vé cac khoan tién chi trd, cac dong thai nhan sy
va thi gi d6 ‘16n’.

- Sy vi pham an ninh tai tram dién ctia Algonquin & Philadelphia c6 thé
co lién quan.

- Thong tin t SIGINT: t* ngit ma héa am chi vii khi, “gidy va céac
nguyén vat liéu” (sing, thudc no?).

- Nhitng ngwdi dinh liu téi bao gom mot phu nit, mot nam gigi.
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- Han da nghién citu vé SCADA - Chuong trinh Giam sat Diéu khién va
Thu thap Dt liéu. Va cac Chuong trinh quan ly nang luvgng. Algonquin
stt dung Enertrol. Ca hai déu dua trén hé diéu hanh Unix.

- Dé tao ra ho quang dién, c6 kha nang da 1a hodc dang la thg dit duong
day, thg dién dwoc cadp chitng chi, thg dién tay nghé cao, lam viéc tai
cong treong xay dung, trong quan doi.

MO TA TU PARKER KINCAID, THONG QUA CHU VIET:

- Thuan tay phai.

- ft nhét da t6t nghiép trung hoc, c6 thé da t6t nghiép dai hoc.

- Hoc tai My.

- Tiéng Anh la ngon ngt thit nhat, c6 thé 1a ngén ngit duy nhat.

- St dung thé bi dong, tranh lam 10 ké dong 10a chang?

- C6 thé twong thich vi mot trong s6 mwoi hai nhan vién Algonquin.
- Viét thw trong tam trang xdc dong, tirc toi, dau kho.

https://thuviensach.vn



Chuong 28

Mel Cooper, dang cham chu tredc mdy tinh dot nhién ng6i thang day. “Toi
nghi la t6i c6 mot cach.”

“MGt cach dé lam gi?” Rhyme gay gat hoi.

“MGt cach dé thu hep danh sach nghi van,” Cooper ngoi thang day hon va
day cap kinh Ién cao hon trén song miii trong ¢ mét birc email. “Sgi téc. Ma
chuing ta thu duwgc ti tiém ca phé doi dién tram dién ay?”

“Khong c6 chan téc nén khong c6 ADN.” Rhyme noi danh dop mot cai.
Anh van dang buc boi vi viéc phan tich APN chwa xong.

“Y t6i khong phai vy, Lincoln. Téi vita c6 phan tich doc t6 - héa chat tir
chinh sgi té6c d6. Mot lwgng 16n vinblastine va prednisone, dau vét cua
etoposide nita.”

“Bénh nhan ung thw.” Rhyme n6i dau dwa vé phia trwdc la cach thay doi
tw thé ctia anh gidéng nhw Cooper thang vai 1én. “Han dang trdi qua hda tri
liéu.”

“At 1a nhw thé!”

Thang oat tay chan ctia McDaniel bat cwdi nhd: cach nao ma cac 6ng biét
dwgc?” R6i quay sang sép binh luan “cting kha la tai.”

“Cau sé phai ngac nhién day!” Ron Pulaski noi.

Rhyme phdt 16 ca hai. “Goi cho Algonquin xem nam hay sau thang vira
qua c6 ai trong danh sach mwoi hai nhan vién kia da c6 don dé nghi chi tra
bao hiém y té cho diéu tri ung thw khong.”

Sachs goi cho Algonquin. Andi Jessen dang ndi chuyén dién thoai - c6 1é
la vGi théng doc hodc thi tredng - va Sachs dwgc chuyén may cho giam déc
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an ninh cda cong ty, Bemard Wahl. Qua loa ngoai, cai giong tram, bi anh
huwong bdi am sac chau Phi, cam doan rang anh ta sé kiém tra ngay lap tic.

Ciing chang han ngay lap titc, nhung doi v6i Rhyme, nhw thé 1a dugc roi.
Ba phiit sau, Wahl quay lai cam dién thoai.

“Co6 sau bénh nhan ung thw & danh sach lic dau, gom bén muoi sdu ngwoi
ay. Tuy nhién, chi con hai trwong hop & danh sach muwdi hai nguwdi, nhitng
ngwoi ma nét chir c6 thé phu hgp véi bitc thw yéu sach. Mot ngudi gitt vi tri
quan ly & b6 phan moi gidi nang lwgng. Nguwoi nay, vao thoi diém dién ra vu
tan cong, duwgc cho la dang dap may bay tr¢ vé thanh pho sau chuyén cong
tdc.” Wahl cung cap céac thong tin lién quan. Mel Cooper ghi xuéng va, sau
cai gat dau cia Rhyme, anh ta goi dién dén hang hang khong kiém tra. An
ninh hang khéng, nam ngoai cha y, da tré thanh mot déi tac cua lwc lwgng
thure thi phap luat néi chung, vi yéu cau khai bao danh tinh hién nay dwgc dat
ra nghiém ngat t¢i mc viéc moi nguwdi bay di dau c6 thé xac minh dwgc dé
dang.

“Thong tin chinh xac.”

“Treong hop kia thi sao?”

“Thua, 0, c6 thé anh ta bi ung thw. Raymond Galt, b6n muoi tudi. Trong
nam qua, anh ta da c6 don dé nghi chi trd bao hiém y té cho diéu tri bénh mau
trang.”

Rhyme huwéng anh mat vao Sachs. Theo ban nang, c6 biét anh mat dy cé y
gi. Ho thuong xuyén giao tiép v6i nhau bang cach do. C6 budng nguwoi vao
chiéc ghé dva va bat dau go ban phim.

“Qua trinh lam viéc cua anh ta?” Rhyme hoi.

Wabhl tra 10i, “Ban dau lam viéc cho mot doi thu canh tranh & mién Trung
Tay, ro6i dau quan cho Algonquin.”

“Po6i thu canh tranh a?”

Wahl ngitng mot chiit. “A, khong hin 1a déi thu canh tranh giéng trong
nganh san xuat xe hoi dau. Pay chang qua la cach ching t6i goi nhitng cong
ty dién lyc khac.”

“Bay gio Galt lam gi cho cong ty?”

“Anh ta la nhan vién khac phuc sy ¢6.” Wahl tra 16i.
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Rhyme dang dam dam nhin vao doan mo ta vé cong viéc nay trén man
hinh may tinh. Theo Charlie Sommers, mot nhan vién khac phuc sw c6 chac
chan c6 kinh nghiém dua dé tao ra dwgc mot thit vii khi st dung tia ho quang
dai loai nhu thit vii khi da dugc tao ra ¢ tram dién. Anh yéu cau, “Mel, hay
xem ho so cua ga Galt nay di. Liéu ga c6 biét vé SCADA va Chuong trinh
quan ly nang luvgng khong?”

Cooper m@ ho so ca nhan cia Galt. “Chang thdy néi cu thé. Chi thay néi
tirng tham gia nhiéu khéa dao tao thuwong xuyén.”

“Anh Wahl, Galt da c6 gia dinh, hay con doc than?” Rhyme hoi vién giam
d6c an ninh.

“D0dc than. Song & Manhattan. Anh mudn 14y dia chi ctia anh ta a?”

“Phai.”

Wabhl cung cap dia chi cho ho.

“Pay la Tucker McDaniel. Thé hién anh ta dang & dau, anh Wahl?”
McDaniel giuc gia hoi.

“Pay chinh la van dé. Cach day hai ngay, anh ta goi dién bdo 6m. Chang
ai biét bay gio anh ta dang ¢ dau.”

“Va c6 kha nang anh ta méi di du lich dau khéng? Cé thé la Hawaii hodc
Oregon? Noi nao do c6 nui lwa?”

“Nui lwva a? Tai sao?”

Co gang lam md6i giit dwge kién nhan, Rhyme héi, “Chi can, anh ta c6 di
du lich dau khong?”

“Theo bang chdm cong cta anh ta thi khong. Anh ta c6 nghi mét s6 ngay
vi ly do y té, t6i cho la dé diéu tri ung thw, tuy nhién ké tir nam ngodi anh ta
khong hé di du lich.”

“Liéu anh c6 thé hoi cac nhan vién cung b6 phan anh ta xem ho c6 biét
nhitng noi anh ta hay lui t&i, ban bé bén ngoai céng ty, nhitng nhém nao day
anh ta tham gia?”

“Vang, dugc a.”

Nghi vé mdi lién quan dén do an Hy Lap, Rhyme yéu cau, “Va bat ctt ai
anh ta thuwong xuyén an trua cung.”

“Vang.”
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“Anh Wahl, nhitng ngudi rudt thit cua Galt thi sao?” McDaniel hoi them.

Wahl bado cdo rang cha Galt da mat, con me va chi gai anh ta séng &
Missouri. Wahl doc tén, dia chi va s6 dién thoai cta ho.

Rhyme va cd McDaniel khong nghi ra dugc gi nita dé hoi vién giam doc
an ninh. Nha hinh sy hoc cdm on anh ta r6i ho két thiic cudc goi.

McDaniel ra lénh cho ké tay chan cuia minh lién lac vGi van phong FBI &
Cape Girardeau, Missouri, yéu cau ho bé tri ngoai tuyén.

“Co dua diéu kién phap ly dé nghe 1én dién thoai khong?” Thang oat hoi.

“Chéng chic. Nhung ¢ yéu cau. it nhat cling yéu cau ghi lai lich st goi
dén.”

“To6i lam ngay, lam ngay day.”

“Rhyme.” Sachs goi.

Anh ngang nhin man hinh, trén d6 da hién ra thanh qua cda hai ban tay co
vira khua dién cuéng trén ban phim. Co quan Kiém soat xe co gidi cung cap
bttc dnh m6t ngwdi dan 6ng da trang, téc hii cua. Ngan chirng hai centimet
ruoi.

“Vay,” McDaniel no6i, “ching ta da c6 mot doi twgng tinh nghi. Két qua rat
tot, Lincoln.”

“Chung ta sé ty chtiic mirng minh khi nao da tém c6 dwoc han.”

R6i anh nheo nheo mat doc thong tin cia Co quan Kiém soat xe co gidi,
phan thong tin nay khang dinh dia chi do Wahl cung cap. “Han & khu bo
Pong Ha?... O d6 khong cé nhiéu truong hoc hodc bao tang. Tdi nghi tro nui
Itra at phai tir dia diém han dang dinh ra tay. C6 thé la muc tiéu tiép theo. Va
han sé mu6én mot noi cong cong, rat nhiéu nguwoi.”

Rat nhiéu nan nhan...

MGt cai liéc mat vé phia dong ho treo twong. Muoi rudi.

“Mel, héi lai chuyén gia dia chat ctia anh & dai ban doanh di. Ching ta can
hanh dong!”

“Lam luon day!”

McDaniel n6i, “T6i sé goi cho tham phan xin 1énh bat va bd tri mot doi
chién thuat san sang ap dén noi & cta tén Galt nay.”
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Rhyme gat dau, r6i goi cho Sellitto lic bay gio van dang trén duong tdi
Toa Thi chinh.

Giong vién tham ti* ban ra nhw lién thanh, “T6i vira lao qua khodng nam
tram chot den giao thong, Linc a. T6i dang nghi néu thang khon kiép kia danh
sap lwéi dién va chang con dén xanh dén do gi nita, ching ta chi c6 chét.
Khong cach nao...”

Rhyme ngat 10i anh ta, “Lon, nghe nay, ching ta da nam trong tay mot cai
tén. Raymond Galt. Han 1a nhan vién khac phuc sw ¢6 & Algonquin. Chua
tuyét doi chac chan nhung c6 vé lam. Mel sé email thong tin cu thé cho anh.”

Cooper, dang d& cudc goi hdi vé viéc tim kiém nhitng dia diém dinh dang
t@i nui lra, bat dau goé email chuyén thong tin lién quan t&i doi twgng tinh
nghi.

“T6i bo tri mot doi Phan (ng nhanh xudng dwdi day ngay bay gio,”
Sollitto noi to.

“Chung toi diéu doi chién thuat cua ching t6i di r6i.” McDaniel voi va
dap.

Giong nhu hai thang nhai hoc trd, Rhyme ty nha. “Du la ngwdi cua ai di
chang nita, tdi nghi déu khong thanh van dé. Van deé la ngay bay gio.”

Qua ché d6 dam thoai hoi nghi, vién tham t va vién mat vu nhat tri tién
hanh kham xét bat ngd, ca hai bén sé ty tap hop, trién khai quan ctia minh.

Ro6i Rhyme cdnh bao, “Chting ta dang nhich dén gan thoi han duwgc dua ra,
vi thé chwa chac han con cé mat & d6. Néu han da di r6i, t6i mudn chi nguoi
cua toi tién hanh kham xét can ho.”

“Khong van dé gi,” McDaniel néi.

“Em?” Sachs nhwén mot bén 10ng may.

“Khong. Néu ching ta c6 duge bat ci@ manh m6i nao vé dia diém tan cong
tiép theo, anh mudn em dén d6.” Rhyme li€c mat sang Pulaski.

“T6i?” van tir d6 nhung véi tong giong khac.

“Pi di, cau tan binh. Va nhg...”

“T6i biét” Pulaski néi. “Nhitng tia Itta dién d6 néng nam ngan do
Fahrenheit. Toi sé than trong.”
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Rhyine cuwoi gan. “Diéu t6i dang dinh bao la: Puing dé sai sét gi! Nao, di
di!”
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Chuong 29

Bao nhiéu la kim loai. Ngéc ngach nao ciing thiy kim loai.

Ron Pulaski liéc dong ho deo tay: muwdi mot gio sang. Hai tiéng trudc mot
vu tan cong nita.

Kim loai... mang tinh dan dién tuyét voi, va c6 thé dwgc dau noéi voi
nhitng sgi day chay tGi mot trong nhitng nguon dién nam rat khuat néo dwdi
tang ham cua toa chung cw t6i tan cau ta dang dirng.

Puoc trang bi 1énh kham xét, doi tac chién FBI va doi Phan ttng nhanh S&
Canh sat New York phat hién ra rang Galt da vang mat - tat ca moi ngudi déu
that vong, nhung khong ai ngac nhién. Pulaski sau d6 xua hét mat vu vai
canh sat ra. Va gio day cau ta dang nghién cttu can hd 160 mo tdi, can ho tang
ham trong toa nha cii kj xap xé xay bang da cat két mau nau & khu Bo Pong
Ha. Cau ta cung ba si quan tac chién da kiém tra xung quanh can hd - chi bon
nguoi, theo yéu cau cia Rhyme, dé han ché téi da viéc gdy anh huwdng dén
hién truong.

Nhom kiém tra lic bay gio da ra ngoai hét va Pulaski dang mot minh xem
xét cai chon chat chdi nay. Va trong thay rat nhiéu chi tiét kim loai c6 thé
dwgc bo tri, nhw cach hop dc-quy da dugce bo tri trong tram dién - cai bay suyt
giét chét Amelia.

Pong thoi hién 1én hinh dnh nhitng manh kim loai tron ban ti¥ tung trén via
hé, nhitng vét seo gam trong twrong bé tong va than thé anh thanh nién Luis
Martin t0i nghiép. Cau ta nhd lai mot hinh anh khac nita, hinh anh tham chi
con dem dén ndi lo lang 16n hon: Anh mét Sachs trong kinh hai. N6 chwa bao
gig c6 biéu hién dy. Néu cai bay dién khon kiép nay c6 thé lam cho c6 phai
hoédng sg...
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bém hom qua, sau khi Jenny, vg minh, da di nga, Ron Pulaski da lén
mang tim hiéu hét mitc c6 thé vé dién. Lincoln Rhyme titng bdo cau ta rang
néu hiéu dwgc céi gi do, ngudi ta dd e sg n6 hon. Cé kién thitc, ngudi ta c6
thé kiém soat dwgc tinh hinh. Nhung diéu nay khong hoan toan ding déi vdi
dién. Cang tim hiéu, cdu ta cang cam thdy bat an. Cau ta c6 thé nam bat khai
niém co ban, tuy nhién ciu ta c bi am anh bdi thyc té la né qua vo hinh.
Nguoi ta khong bao gig biét chinh xac n6 dang hién dién & cho nao. Giong
nhw con ran doc trong mot can phong toi.

ROi Pulaski rli nhitng y nghi d6 ra khdi dau 6c. Lincoln Rhyme da tin
twong giao hién trrong nay cho cau ta. Vay hay bat tay vao viéc. Trén duong
1ai xe téi day, cau ta da goi hoi xem Rhyme c6 muon gitt lién lac qua radio va
video, theo sat bwdc chan cau ta trong qua trinh kham nghiém hién treong
nhu thi thoang van lam cung Amelia hay khong.

Rhyme néi, “T6i ban, cau tan binh. Néu tdi lic nay cau van chwa x@ ly
dugc mot hién truong thi khong c6 mdy may hy vong gi cho cau dau.”

Cach.

Théi d6 nay sé khién hau hét moi nguwdi cam thay bi xic pham, nhung no
da dat nu cwoi twoi 1én khuon mat Pulaski va cau ta muon goi cho nguwdi anh
em sinh d6i, cling 1a dong nghiép ¢ DBon canh sat s6 Sau, thuat lai sy viéc vira
xong. Tat nhién, cau ta khong voi thuc hién, ma dé danh t6i lic hai anh em ra
pho udng bia cudi tuan nay.

Vay la, m6t minh, cau ta bat dau cudc kham nghiém, deo do6i gang tay dai
vao.

Can hd cta Galt t6i tan, buén ba, ro rang la cho tri ngu cho mét ké doc
than chang dodi hoai gi dén moi treong xung quanh. Chat choi, t6i tam, am
moc. Thic an thi twoi thit 6i, cé thit sap sira 6i. Quan do chat dong. Cudc
kham nghiém titc thi nay, nhw Rhyme da nhan manh v&i Pulaski, khong nham
muc dich thu thdp bang chitng dé dwa ra toa, ma nham phat hién dia diém
Galt sé c6 thé thye hién mot vu tan cong nita va moi lién hé, néu cé, vdi
Rahman, cling nhv vgi Cong ly cho...

Lic nay, cau ta dang nhanh nhen luc soat chiéc ban lam viéc bi mot an dén
lung lay, chiéc ti ho so xiéu veo va cac hop dung gidy t0, tai liéu, dé tim
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kiém moi lién quan tGi cac nha tro, khach san, cac can ho khac, noi & ctia ban
bé, cac nha nghi mua hé va mua dong.

Mot tam ban d6 vdi dau X to mau do, kém theo ghi chd: Tan cong cho
nay! Nhung, tat nhién, khong c6 gi ro rang. Thyc té, hau nhw khéng c6 mot
chut gi hitu ich. Khong s6 ghi dia chi, khong thw tir. Nhat ky cudc goi, ca dén
lan di, trén dién thoai déu da bi x6a va, nhan phim GOI LAI, Pulaski nghe
thdy giong néi dién ti hoi cau ta can s6 mdy & thanh pho nao, bang nao. Galt
dem theo laptop, @ nha khong c6 may tinh nao khac.

Pulaski tim thay gidy va phong bi twong tu loai dwgc st dung cho birc thw
yéu sach. Mot ta but nita. Cau ta thu thap nhitng th nay, bo vao tui dung
chirng ctr.

Sau khi khéng phat hién thém thit gi hitu ich nita, Pulaski bat dau tién
hanh ra soat theo 6 ban c@, dat s, chup anh. Va thu thap dau vét.

Cau ta di chuyén nhanh nhen hét mitc c6 thé, tuy, nhw von van hay xay ra,
phai vat Ion ciing noi s hdi c luén luén deo bam. Tam trang s¢ rang minh
lai bi thwong khién cau ta tr@ nén rut ré va chun buwéc. Nhung né ciling dan
dén mot noi sg khac: sg néu khong no lyc mot tram phan tram, ciu ta sé
khong xitng dang véi nhitng gi ma moi ngwoi chg doi. Cau ta sé dem t6i noi
that vong cho vg, anh trai va Amelia Sachs.

Ca Lincoln Rhyme ntra.

Nhung that kho khan dé rii bé noi sg hai.

Hai ban tay Pulaski bat dau run run, hoi thd gap géap, va cau ta giat nay
minh khi nghe mot tiéng cot két

Gitt binh tinh, nhé dén giong thi tham an i cta vg, “Anh khong sao, anh
khong sao, anh khong sao...”

Pulaski bat dau lai. Cau ta xac dinh dugc vi tri mot phong dé do phia sau
va sap stta m& n6. Nhung cau ta lai cht y t6i qua ddm kim loai. Cau ta dang
diéng trén 16p vai son nhung khong biét nhw thé da da an toan chwa. Cau ta
cling qua sg¢ chang dam kéo canh cira tham chi bang ban tay deo gang cao su
ctia nhan vién kham nghiém hién truong. Cau ta nhat miéng riva bat cao su va
dung no 16t 1ay qua dam. R6i mé phong dé do.
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Bén trong phong cat nhitng chitng ct chac chan cho thady Ray Galt la tha
pham: mot chiéc cwa bi mé lwdi. Ca kéo cat bu 16ng. Pulaski biét cong viéc
cua cau ta ¢ day chi la ra soat va thu thap chitng ct, nhung cau ta khong dirng
dwgc viéc rit ti thi do ra chiéc kinh lip nhé, xem xét cai kéo, dé y thay ludi
kéo c6 cho khia hinh chit V, n6 c6 1é da dé lai dau vét riéng biét trén tdm lwdi
sat ma cau ta 1ay vé tir hién treong tram dién gan diém do xe buyt. Cau ta bo
tang chitng vao tdi, gan nhan. Trong mot chiéc ti nho khac, cau ta phat hién
ra doi giay cao c6 hiéu Albertson-Fenwick, c& mudi mot.

bién thoai cua Pulaski reo chuong lanh lanh, lam cau ta giat ndy minh.
Man hinh hién tén Lincoln Rhyme. Pulaski tra 16i ngay lap t@c, “Lincoln,
t0i...”

“Cau phat hién dugc gi vé cac cho han cé thé nwong nau chua, cau tan
binh? Xe ¢d ma han cé 1é da thué mwén? Ban bé ma han c6 1€ dang & cung?
Phat hién dugc gi vé nhitng dia diém tan cong chwa?

“Chwa, han don dep noi nay kha sach sé. Tuy nhién, t6i tim thay cac dung
cu va doi giay. Dt khoat 1a cia han.”

“T6i muon co cac dia diém. Cac dia chi.”

“R0, thwa sép. T6i...”

Cach.

Pulaski dong dién thoai va than trong bo vao tdi cac chitng c cau ta da
phat hién ra cho t6i ltc bay gio. Roi cau ta tién hanh ra soat khap can hé lan
thi hai, bao gom tu lanh, tat ca cac phong dé do, nhitng hop gidy dung thirc
an 16n dua dé giau gi dé.

Nhung khong co gi...

Luc bay gio, noi that vong thay thé sy sg hai. Pulaski da phat hién dugc
bang chitng cho thay Galt 1a ké tan cong, ngoai ra chang phat hién dugc gi
khac. Ga c6 thé dang lan It cho nao, muc tiéu cua ga ra sao. Roi Pulaski
ditng anh mat lai Ian nita & chiéc ban lam viéc. Cau ta nhin vao chi€c may in
ré tién. Phia trén cung, anh dén mau vang dang nhap nhdy. Cau ta tién dén
gan. Dong thong bao: Ket giay.

Galt da dang in cai gi?
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Chang canh sat than trong nhac nap mdy in, nhin sam soi vao bén trong.
Cau ta c6 thé trong thay bui gidy.

Cau ta cling c6 thé trong thdy dong canh bao: Nguy hiém! Cé thé bj giat!
Ngat nguon dién trudc khi g& gidy ket hodc stra chita!

Biét dau c6 cac trang khac nita dang dgi dugc in, biét dau c6 thong tin gi
dé hitu ich. Tham chi c6 thé la chia khéa. Nhung néu ngat nguén dién may
in, cac trang dang doi dwgc in sé bi x0a khai bo nha.

Pulaski bat dau than trong vuiron tay ra. Ro6i cau ta lai hinh dung dén nhitng
manh kim loai nong chay.

Nam ngan do...

Me kiép. Amelia da dan cau ta dirng mang trén ngudoi bat ct th gi lam
bang kim loai khi dén gan nguon dién. Cau ta da quén khudy mat. Cai chan
thuwong dau chét tiét! Tai sao cau ta khong suy nghi ro rang dugc chi? Cau ta
thdo dong ho. Bé vao tii do. Jesus, lay Chua t6i, nhu thé sé c6 tac dung gi?
Cau ta dat chiéc Seiko 1én ban, cach xa may in.

Thtr tho tay ra lan nita, nhwng noi s¢ hai lai xam chiém. Pulaski phat dién
v0i chinh ban than minh vi c@ ludng ly.

“Me kiép.” Cau ta 1am bam, va quay lai bép. Cau ta tim thay nhitng chiéc
gang tay cao su to twéng mau hong hiéu Playtex. Cau ta vira x6 gang tay vao
vtra nhin xung quanh dé chac chan rang khong c6 mat vu FBI hay canh sat
Phan tng nhanh nao dang chitng kién hinh anh 16 bich nay, r6i buéc tré vé
ch6 may in.

Pulaski m@ hop dwng dung cu thu thap chitng ctt va lva chon dung cu phu
hgp nhat dé go gidy ket cho mdy in tiép tuc lam viéc: chiéc nhip. N6, tat
nhién, lam bang kim loai, chinh xac la tam vé két noi tuyét voi véi bat cit soi
day dién tran nao ma Galt da bd tri & bén trong.

Cau ta dwa mat nhin chiéc dong ho deo tay ctia minh, nam cach ddy gan
hai mét. Chwa day mét tiéng rudi nita sé tdi thoi diém an dinh vu tan cong
tiép theo.

Ron Pulaski ctdi nguoi vé phia truéce, tiv tiv dwa chiéc nhip vao giira hai sgi
day dién rat day.
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Chuong 30

Céac phuong tién truyén thong dang dang tai anh Galt, nhitng ban gai cii cia
ga dang dwoc phong van, ca nhitng thanh vién doi bowling ma ga tham gia,
cling nhw vi bac s diéu tri ung thuw cho ga. Nhung khong c6 manh moéi gi. Ga
da don tho.

Chuyén gia dia chat cia Mel Cooper tai tru s& bo phan Kham nghiém
Hién trerong bén quan Queens da xac dinh dwgc hai muwoi mot sy kién trirng
bay dién ra trong pham vi thanh ph6 New York c6 thé c6 dinh dang dén tro
ndi ltra, bao gom ca mot nghé si bén quan Queens dang st dung da ndai liva dé
lam céc tac pham diéu khac.

Cooper lam bam, “Hai mwoi ngan do la cho cai ctia chi bang quéa dwa hau.
A ma nhin ciing giéng nhu qua dwa hau that.”

Rhyme lo dénh gat dau, lang nghe McDaniel, ltic bay gio da quay lai van
phong Co quan Diéu tra Lién bang, dang trinh bay qua speakerphone rang ba
me Galt khéng dwoc ga lién lac gi tir vai ngay nay roi. Nhung nhuw thé khong
phai l1a bat binh thwong. Gan day, tam tw ga xao tron do bi bénh. Rhyme héi,
“Anh ap dung ché do nghe lén dién thoai do6i véi ho a?”

Vién mat vu buc boi gidi thich rang minh chwa thuyét phuc dwgc tham
phan cho 4p dung ché d6 nghe 1én dién thoai doi vdi cac thanh vién gia dinh
Galt.

“Nhung ching t6i da dang ky ghi lai lich st cudc goi.” Ché do nay khong
cho phép cac mat vu nghe noi dung dam thoai, nhung cho phép ghi lai bat c
sO6 may nao goi dén va bat cit s6 may nao dwoc goi di. Roi ngudi ta o6 thé lan
tim theo nhitng s6 may dé.
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Sot rudt, Rhyme da lién lac v&i Pulaski lan nita. Cau ta trd 16i ngay lap titc
bang giong run run, bao rang tiéng chuéng dién thoai lam cau ta sg, “Sép biét
nhuwoc diém than kinh cua to6i ma.”

Chang canh sat tré thong bao v6i Rhyme vé viéc dang lay thong tin tir may
in cia Raymond Galt.

“Lay Chua, cau tan binh, dirng tw minh lam viéc do.”

“Khong sao, t6i dang dirng trén tdm chui chan bang cao su.”

“T6i khong mudn néi nhw thé. Chi la hdy dé cac chuyén gia xi ly mot cai
may tinh. Cé thé né da dugc cai cac Chuong trinh x6a dit liéu...”

“Khong, khong, khong c6 mdy tinh. C6 mdy in thoi. N6 bi ket gidy, toi
dang...”

“Chua c6 dia chi, dia diém gi vé vu tan cong tiép theo a?”

“Chwa a.”

“Hay goi ngay ltic nao, ngay gidy nao cau phat hién duoc diéu gi dé.”

“T6i...”

Cach.

Lurc lwgng tac chién hon hop hau nhw khong cé chiit may man nao trong
viéc diéu tra trén pho Nam muoi bdy va & khu viec Raymond Galt sinh song.
Tha pham - chang con la do6i twgng chwa xac dinh nita - da don tho. Dién
thoai di dong cuia Galt da “chét”: Nha cung cap dich vu cho biét dién thoai da
g0 pin nén khong thé xac dinh dwoc vi tri.

Sachs dang c6 cudc goi & dién thoai ctia 6, co cii dau, lang nghe. Co cam
on nguoi goi, xong déng dién thoai. “Lai la Bemie Wahl. Anh ta bdo anh ta
da trao doi vGi nhitng nhan vién ¢ bo phan cua Galt, b phan Bao dudng
Khan cap khu viec New York, va tat ca déu noéi la han wa c6 doc. Han rat it
giao thiép. Han chang thudng xuyén an triva cung ai. Han thich mot minh lam
viéc trén cac dvong day.”

Rhyme gat dau trwdc thong tin nay. Roi anh thong bao vdi vién mat vu
FBI vé nhitng dia diém dinh dang dén tro nui lra. “Ching to6i da xac dinh
dwgc hai mwoi mot dia diém. Chung t6i.. «

“Hai muai hai.” Cooper noi to trong lic dang nhan cudc goi tw nit nhan
vien kham nghiém hién truong bén quan Queens. “Phong tranh & Brooklyn
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nita nhé. Trén pho Henry.”

McDaniel thé dai. “Nhiéu thé u?”

“E la vay!” Roi Rhyme néi, “Chtng ta nén thong bao véi Fred.”

McDaniel khong dap gi.

“Fred Dellray.” Nhan vién ctia anh day, Rhyme néi thém trong bung. “Anh
ay can cung cap thong tin vé Galt cho chi diém cua anh ay.”

“Pugc. Gilt may. Toi sé két noi dam thoai hoi nghi.”

Co nhitng tiéng lach tach va vai nhip tim tham lang. R6i ho nghe thay
giong noi cat 1én, “Lon a? Dellray day.”

“Fred, Tucker day. T6i dang trao doi vGi Lincoln. Qua dam thoai hoi nghi.
Chung t6i da xac dinh dugc doi twgng.”

“Ai?”

Rhyme cung cap thong tin vé Galt. “Chung t6i chwa xac dinh dugce dong
co, nhung nghi ngd hién tai tap trung vao han.”

“Cac anh tim thay han chwa?”

“Chua. Han dang mat tich. Chuing t6i da diéu m6t nhom dén kham xét can
ho caa han.”

“Thoi han kia van day a?”

McDaniel néi, “Chiing ta khong cé ly do gi dé nghi khac. Anh cé chut
thong tin nao chua, Fred?”

“Ga tay trong cua toi da cé nhitng manh moi t6t. T6i dang chd dgi tin
twe.”

“Liéu c6 chiat gi ma anh c¢6 thé chia sé?” Vién Ph6 Truwdng van phong vé
mia mai hoi.

“Khong c6 gi ¢ thoi diém nay. T6i chuan bi gdp ga tay trong ltic ba gio.
Ga bao t6i ga da co tin tirc gi do. Toi sé goi cho ga va cung cap ho tén doéi
twgng. Co 18 sé thic day dugc tinh hinh.”

Ho két thiic cudc dam thoai. Chi mot lat sau, dién thoai cia Rhyme lai reo
chuong. “Tham t&t Rhyme phai khong?” Gigng phu nit hoi.

“Vang. Toi day.”

“Toi la Andi Jessen. Lién hgp Algonquin.”

McDaniel xung danh, roi néi, “Chi da nhan thém tin tic gi tir han chwa?”
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“Chwa, nhung c6 tinh huoéng nay to6i phéi thong bao vdi cac anh.” Céi
giong khan khan, gdp gap cta chi ta khién Rhyme tap trung chu y cao do.

“Chi ctt néi di.”

“Nhu t6i thong bao vdi cac anh r6i ddy, ching toi da thay mat khau may
tinh. Vi thé han khong thé lap lai sy viéc ngay hom qua.”

“T6i nhd.”

“Va toi da ra l1énh tang cwdng an ninh xung quanh tat ca cac tram dién. Hai
muoi tw trén bdy. Nhung chitng mudi lam phut tredc, mot ngon liva da boc
len tai mot trong nhitng tram dién cua ching to6i ¢ Uptown. Mot tram thudc
khu Harlem.”

“Co y gay hda hoan a?” Rhyme héi.

“Pung vay. Cac nhan vién bao vé & phia trede tram. Co vé ké nao do da
ném mot qua bom chay qua ctta s6 phia sau. Hodc dai loai nhw vay. Ngon lira
dugc dap tat nhung né dan dén rac r6i. N6 pha hiy bang phan phoi. Nghia la
ching t6i khong thé thyc hién thao tadc bang tay doi véi tram dién dy. Ching
toi da bi mat kiém soat. Chang c6 cach nao dirng dong dién chay qua nhitng
dwong day truyén tai ngoai cach dong toan bd luwdi dién.”

Rhyme cdm nhan dugc Jessen dang lo lang, nhung anh khong nam bat
dwgc ham y cida chi ta. Anh dé nghi chi ta giai thich.

Chi ta néi, “T6i nghi han da lam chuyén kha dién r6, han da dau néi tryc
tiép vao mot dwong day truyén tai khu vuc chay tr tram dién bi chdy. Dién ap
trén dwong day dy la gan mot tram nam muoi nghin volt.”

“Han c6 thé thyc hién bang cach nao?” Rhyme hoi. “T6i twdng han sw
dung tram dién nhw ngay hom qua la vi viéc dau néi vao mot duwong day
chinh qua nguy hiém?”

“Pung, nhung, td6i khong biét, c6 thé han da ché tao ra mot loai thiét bi
chuyén mach diéu khién tir xa dé thuc hién dau noi, réi kich hoat sau.”

McDaniel hoi, “Chi nghi tGi dia diém nao khong?”

“Puwong day toi dang nghi tdi cach tram dién kia ba phan tw dam. N6 chay
bén dudi Trung tam Harlem va Tay Harlem ra song.”

“Va chi chac chan khong thé chan dong dién lai?”
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“Khong, cho téi luc khoi phuc dwgc bang phan phdi trong tram dién bi
chdy. Viéc ay sé mat may tiéng dong ho.”

“Va vu no ho quang nay sé to6i té y nhw vu hém qua?”

“Vang. It nhat 1a thé!”

“Pugc, ching t6i sé kiém tra!”

“Tham t@ Rhyme? Anh Tucker?” Gigng Jessen d& lanh lung hon luc
trugc.

Vien mat vu FBI dap, “Sao chi?”

“T6i xin 16i. T6i cho la t6i da c6 thai d6 kho khan ngay hom qua. Nhung
toi thanh that khong nghi mot trong nhitng nhan vién cua toi lai gay ra
chuyén nay!”

“T6i hiéu.” McDaniel néi. “it nhat bay gio ching ta da c6é cai tén. Néu
ching ta may man, ching ta sé ngan chdn dwgc han trwde khi han lam hai
nhiéu nguwoi hon.”

Sau khi ho két thiic cudc goi, Rhyme quat to, “Mel, anh nghe thay chwa?
Uptown a? Momingside Heights, Harlem. Béo tang, trién lam diéu khac, bat
ct chd nao. Hay tim ra cho t6i mét muc tiéu c6 thé!” R6i Rhyme goi cho
nguwoi phu trach lam thoi b phan Kham nghiém Hién truong co tru s& bén
quan Queens - ngwoi hién nay dam nhiém vi tri treéc day cta anh - dé nghi
ong ta cit mot doi kham nghiém t6i tram dién dang bi phong téa vi vu hoa
hoan c6 y. “Va bdo ho dem vé bat ci thi gi tim dugc, ngay lap tiéc!”

“Co mot kha nang day!” Cooper néi to, nghiéng dau khéi 6ng nghe dién
thoai. “Pai hoc Columbia. M4t trong nhitng dia diém trung bay dung nham
va da ndi Itra 16n nhat nwéce.”

Rhyme quay sang Sachs. C6 gat dau. “Em c6 thé dén d6 sau muwoi phuit
ntta.”

Ca hai nguoi déu dang li€éc nhin dong ho so dién tir trén man hinh may
tinh cua Rhyme.

Lic bay gio 1a mwoi mot gio hai mwoi chin phuit.
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Chuong 31

Amelia Sachs dang ¢ trong khuon vién Pai hoc Columbia, khu Momingside
Heights, phia bac Manhattan.

CoO vira roi khéi van phong khoa Khoa hoc Trai dat va moi trudng, noi mot
nhan vién 1é tan rat nhiét tinh da bao, “Chiing t6i khong trung bay gi lién
quan tdi ndi Itta dau, nhwng ching t6i ¢6 hang tram mau tro, dung nham, va
nhiéu loai da nui Itra khac. Bat c khi nao sinh vién tr@ vé sau mot du an thuc
dia, dat cat vueong vai khap cac cho.”

“Em day, Rhyme.” Sachs n6i vao micro va thuat lai nhitng thong tin tim
hiéu dwoc veé tro ndi Itta.

Anh bdo, “Anh vira trao doi lai vGi Andi Jessen. BPuong day truyén tai vé
co ban di ngam dudi dat sudt tir dai 16 Nam dén song Hudson. Pai khai n6
bam theo pho Mot tram mudi sdu. Nhung dau vét bui dung nham cho thay vu
n6 ho quang sé xay ra dau day gan khuon vién treong. Xung quanh cho em
dang ding co gi, Sachs?”

“Hau hét chi la 16p hoc. Van phong.”

“Muc tiéu c6 thé la bat ¢t vi tri nao trong nhitng vi tri nay.”

Sachs nhin trr phai sang trai. Mot ngay mua xuan quang dang, mat mé,
sinh vién dang dao choi tho than hodc di bo thé duc. Ngoi trén bai co, trén
nhitng bac thém thw vién. “Du sao, em ciing khong trong thdy nhiéu vi tri cé
thé la muc tiéu tdn cong, Rhyme. Ngoi treong cii ky, vat liéu xay dwng cha
yéu la go, da, c6 vé vay. Khong co thép hay day dién gi d6. Em khong biét
bang cach nao ma han bo tri dwgc mot céi bay 16n dé lam hai nhiéu ngwoi.”

Ro6i Rhyme héi, “Gi6 dang thdi theo hwdng nao?”

Sachs xem xét huwéng gié. “Dong va dong bac, c6 vé vay.”
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“Em sé suy nghi mot cach logic ra sao? Bui dat da khong bay qua xa.
Chac vai khoi pho.”

“Em dang suy nghi day. Nhw thé thi han c6 thé & Cong vién Momingside.”

Rhyme bao Sachs, “Anh sé goi cho Andi Jessen hay ai do & Algonquin hoi
xem dwong day truyén tdi nam & vi tri nao bén duwdi cong vién. Va nay,
Sachs?”

“Gl1a?”

Rhyme lwdng lw. C6 doan - khong biét - rang anh dang dinh nhac c6 can
than. Nhung do 1a 16 noéi thtra thai.

“Khong c6 gi.”

Va cudc goi dot ngot két thc.

Amelia Sachs budc ra ngoai dwong qua mot trong nhitng 6 cong chinh, di
theo hwdng gi6. Co bang ngang dai 16 Amsterdam va di xu6i con pho thudc
khu Momingside Heights phia dong khuon vién trwong dai hoc, tién tGi
nhitng tda chung cw mau nau xam, nhitng day nha lién ké t6i mo mo, dugc
xdy vitng chai bang da granite va gach.

Khi dién thoai ctia c¢6 reo chudng, co liéc nhin man hinh hién thi s6 may.
“Rhyme. Anh cé théng tin gi r6i?”

“Anh vtra trao d6i vdi Andi. Chi ta bdo rang duwong day truyén tdi chay
theo hwdng bac quang pho Mot tram mudi bdy, roi queo sang hwéng tay chay
bén dudi cong vién.”

“Em sap stta dén d6, Rhyme. Em khong thdy... 6i, khong.”

“Gl vay, Sachs?”

Phia trdc mat co6 la Céng viéen Momingside, dong duc ngwoi, vi chuan bi
t6i gio an trwa. Tré em, cac ba, cac c6 trong tré, doanh nhan, - sinh vién Dai
hoc Columbia, cac nhac si... hang tram nguoi, don gian la dao choi tan
hwédng mot ngay dep troi. Cling c6 nguwoi trén via hé nita. Nhung s6 lwgng
muc tiéu chwa phai toan bo nhitng gi khién Sachs hoang mang.

“Rhyme. Toan bo khu vuc phia tdy cong vién trén phd Momingside.”

“Pang c6 cong treong xdy dung. Ho dang thay duwong ong dan nwdc.
Nhitng duong 6ng 16n lam bang sat. Lay Chua, néu han huwéng dong dién vao
chung...”
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Rhyme néi, “Trong treong hop do, tia Ira dién c6 thé danh tring bat ci
cho nao trén pho. Quy tha ma bat, né tham chi c6 thé danh vao bén trong bat
ct? toa nha, van phong, ky tiic x4, ctta hang cira hiéu nao gan dé hay cé khi
cach hang dam.”

“Em phai tim ra dwgc vi tri han dau noi, Rhyme.” Sachs dut dién thoai vao
bao, rao chan budrc t6i cong treong xay dung.
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Chuong 32

Sam Vetter mang cam xtic lan 16n khi t&i New York.

Ong gid sdu muoi tdm tudi chua tirng & day bao gid. Ong da ludn ludn
muon thyc hién mot chuyén dén day tiw Scottsdale, noi 6ng séng sudt bao
nam qua, va Ruth da luon luén muén duwgc trong thay noi nay, nhung thé nao
ma trong cac ky nghi ho déu thdy minh c6 mat tai California hay Hawaii, hay
trén tau thuy di Alaska.

Mia mai thay, bay gi®, chuyén cong tac dau tién sau khi ba dy mat lai duwa
ong t6i New York, moi chi phi duwoc dai tho.

That hanh phuc khi ¢ day.

Va buén ba qua vi Ruth khong thé.

Vetter dang an trwa, ngo6i trong phong an yén tinh, thanh lich cia khach
san Cong vién Bettery, chuyén tro véi mdy nguoi dan 6ng khac téi day dy
cudc hop vé tai chinh xay dung, nham nhap mot coc bia.

Cudc chuyén tro gitta cac doanh nhén, vé phé Wall, vé nhitng moén thé
thao dong doi. Ca mot s6 moén khong phai thé thao dong doi, tuy nhién chu
yéu la golf. Chang ai n6i gi vé tennis, mon Vetter choi. Tat nhién, Federer,
Nadal... nhung tennis dau phai mon thé thao phiéu lwu, gay can. Chu dé phu
nit cling it xuat hién, nhém cac quy 6ng nay déu da co tudi.

Vetter nhin xung quanh minh, hwéng 4nh mat qua nhitng bitc twong cira s6
kinh, ngam nghi vé an twong cta 6ng d6i v6i New York, vi thw ky va cac
cong s ciia 6ng ¢ nha sé mudn biét 6ng nghi gi. Cho tdi lic nay: thyc sw ban
ron, thwe sy giau co, thye sy 6n ao, thue si u am - tuy bau trdi quang dang.
Nhu kiéu mat troi biét nguwdi New York chang dung dén nhiéu anh sang.

Cam xdc lan 10n...
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C6 ca mot chut tdi 16i vi viéc vui choi giai tri. Ong du dinh xem v& nhac
kich X4au xa, dé xem no6 c6 bang dwgc phién ban biéu dién & Phoenix, va c6 1é
sé xem Billy Elilott, d6 xem né c6 that tuyét nhu doan phim quang cao
khong. Ong sé dn t6i & Chinatown véi hai giam déc ngan hang gip hoéi sang,
mot nguwoi lam viéc tai day, mot nguoi tr Santa Fe.

Co6 thé c6 mot chit boi bac trong toan bo cudc tan huwdng nay.

Tat nhién, Ruth han sé khong phién long.

Nhung van c6 cai cam giac do.

Vetter cling phdi thita nhan 6ng dang mang chut tam trang thiéu thodi mai.
Cong ty 6ng lam vé xay dung, chuyén cac hang muc co ban: nén, méng, 16i
lai xe vao nha, dwong di bo, khéng c6 gi hdp dan ca, nhwng can thiét va 6i-
that-1a-16i. Chuyén kinh doanh ctia 6ng t6t dep, nhanh chong va ddm béao dao
diéc... trong mot linh viec ma nhitng pham chat ay khong phai lic nao ciling
duwgc boc 16 day da. Tuy nhién, cong ty ong nho, cac cong ty khac nam trong
lién doanh la cac doi tha 16n hon. Ho khon khéo hon vé mat lam an va vé luat
le, tw phap.

Cudc chuyén tro bén ban an trwa kéo dai tr nhitng cau tha doi
Diamondback va doi Mets sang van dé tai san thé chap, 1ai suat, cac hé thong
cong nghé cao... Chung khién Vetter cam thdy mong lung.

Ong bat giac lai nhin ra cong treong 16n bén ngoai ctia s6, canh khéch san,
mot toa van phong hodc mot toa chung cw d6 so sé moc 1én.

Trong lic quan sat, anh mat ong bat gap mot cong nhan. Nguwdoi cong nhan
nay mac mot bo dong phuc khac biét - quan yém mau xanh lam tham, mi béao
ho mau vang - va vac trén vai cugn cap hay day dien gi do. Anh ta chui lén tw
mot cai cong gan khu vure phia sau cong treong, ditng day nhin xung quanh,
mat hap hay. Anh ta rit chiéc dién thoai di dong ra goi. R6i anh ta dong dién
thoai lai, tho than doc cong treong va, dang 1€ roi khoi cong treong, anh ta lai
di vé phia toa nha bén canh. B6 dang anh ta thoai mai, buwéc chan tréng nhin
nhdy. RO rang anh ta thich thu v@i viéc minh dang lam, cho du la viéc gi.

Tat ca déu hét sirc binh thwong. Anh chang trong bo dong phuc mau xanh
lam cé thé la Vetter cia ba mwoi nam truwdc. Anh ta c6 thé la bat c¢ cong
nhan nao cua Vetter hién nay.
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Vi doanh nhan bat dau thw gian. Quang canh nay khién 6ng cam thay thoai
mai hon - quan sat ga trai trong b6 dong phuc mau xanh lam va nhitng nguoi
khac trong nhitng bo dong phuc quan yém, do khoac hiéu Carhartt, tay cam
dung cy, vat liéu, duia bdm v6i nhau. Ong nghi t6i cong ty caa chinh dng va
nhitng con nguwoi 6ng cung lam viéc, nhitng con ngwoi giong nhu nhitng
thanh vién gia dinh. Nhitng cong nhan da trang 16n tudi hon, it ndi, gay
khang khiu, tit ca déu chay nang, trong nhw ho ngay khi dwgc sinh ra la da
diéng tron bé tong r6i, con nhitng co6ng nhan méi vao nghé, géc Latin, chuyén
n6 nhw phao rang, lam viéc vdi do chinh xac cao hon va niém ty hao 16n hon.

N6 bdo Vetter rang c6 1€ New York va nhitng con ngudi 6ng dang giao
thiép qua c6 nhiéu khia canh twong dong vdi thé gigi cua ong, véi nhitng con
nguoi song trong thé gidi ay.

Thu gian.

R6i anh mat ong doi theo ga trai mdc bd déong phuc quan yém mau xanh
lam va doi mii bao ho mau vang, anh ta bién mat vao toa nha nam bén kia
pho doéi dién cong treong xay dung. B6 1a mot ngdi trwong. Sam Vetter dé y
thdy cac dong thong bao dan trén ctra so.

CUOC THI MARATHON CA KHEO GAY QuY

MUNG MOT THANG NAM
HAY THAM GIA GIUP BO MOI NGUQ!!

BUA TOI SINH VIEN DAO TRANG NAM NU.

MUNG BA THANG NAM
PANG KY BAY GIC!
KHOA KHOA HOC TRAI BAT GIOI THIEU
“NUI LUA: CAN CANH VA KHAM PHA CA NHAN®
TU 20/4-15/5 MIEN PHI VA NGUN NGUT XUC CAM
MO CUA CHO TAT CA MOI NGUOI

O, Vetter bat cwdi thira nhan, rot cube cé 18 New York qua co chut khac
Scottsdale.
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Chuong 33

Rhyme ti€p tuc xem xét chitng c¥, c6 gang mot cach tuyét vong dé tim kiém,
gitta nhitng mau kim loai, nhwa va bui dat dwoc thu thap vé tir cac hién
truong khac nhau, dwong nhw khong lién quan gi, m6t moi lién quan nao do,
no sé bat mot tia ltra trong tri twéng twogng cua anh va gitp Sachs xac dinh
ding noi Galt dau ndi sgi cap chét nguoi véi duong nuwdc chay xuyén khu
Momingside Heights va khu Harlem.

Néu do thuc té 1a viéc ga da lam.

Bat mot tia Itva trong tri twdng twgng cda anh... Anh két luan rang doé la sy
lwa chon tr ngit kha da.

Sachs tiép tuc ra soat Cong vién Momingside, tim kiém sgi day dién chay
tir dwong cap truyén tai tdi cho nhitng dwong 6ng dan nuwdc. Rhyme biét c6 sé
cam thay bat an - khong cé cach nao dé phat hién ra sgi day dién dé ngoai
dén gan no, dé tim ra vi tri né dwgc dau noéi vdi nhitng dwong 6ng dan nudc.
Anh nhé lai am sac giong néi cua c6, anh mat trong rong ctia c6 ngay hom
qua, khi ¢6 mo ta nhitng manh dan do khau sing h6é quang ban ra, xuyén chi
chit trén than thé Luis Martin.

Hang chuc canh sat mac dong phuc tr phan khu gan nhat dang so tan
nguoi khoi Cong vien Momingside va cac toa nha lan can khu vuyc thay
dwong ong dan nwdc. Nhung dong dién khong thé theo mot dwong 6ng diic
bang gang di bat ct dau sao? N6 cha 1é khong thé tao mdt cung ho quang
trong can bép cach ddy mot dam?

Trong can bép cta chinh anh, noi Thom hién dang ding truéc bon riva?

Rhyme liéc nhin dong hoé trén man hinh may tinh. Néu sau sau mwoi phtit
nita ho khong tim thay dwong dién kia, ho sé c6 cau tra 10i.
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Sachs goi lai, “Chang tim thay gi, Rhyme. C6 thé em nham lan. Va da c6
lic em nghi dwong dién kia phai chay ngang qua ga tau dién ngam. Néu han
bo tri dé€ danh vao mét doan tau thi sao? Em sé phai ra soat ca cho dé.”

“Bon anh van gitt lién lac vGi Algonquin qua dién thoai, c6 gang thu hep
pham vi diéu tra, Sachs a. Anh sé goi lai cho em.” Rhyme hét hoi Mel
Cooper, “Co gi chuva?”

Nguoi ky thuat vién dang trao doi véi mét nhan vién giam sat thudc trung
tam diéu khién Algongquin. Thyc hién ménh 1énh ctia Andi Jessen, 6ng ta va
thudc cap dang c6 gang phat hién xem c6 sy dao dong dién ap nao & doan cu
thé nao trén duong day hay khong. Co6 thé phat hién dugc cac dao dong nay,
vi ¢t cach chirng tram mét lai c6 cac thiét bi cdm bién, dé canh bao néu trén
chinh duwdng day truyén tai xay ra ro ri, that thoat dién. Cé kha nang ho sé xac
dinh dwgc vi tri Galt da dau noi sgi cap chét nguwoi.

Nhung Cooper noi, “Rat tiéc. Chwa c6 gi.”

Rhyme thoang nham mat. Con dau dau anh pht nhan lic tredc tré nén dit
doi hon. Anh ban khoan khong biét noi dau dén cé con dang hoanh hanh &
cho nao khac. Bénh nhan liét t chi lu6n luén thwdng tric noi ban khoan nay.
Khéng cdm thady dau dén, nguoi ta khong bao gio biét cai co thé bat tri tinh
hinh ra sao. Mdt cédi cdy do xudng trong rung, tit nhién n6 gay nén tiéng
dong, tham chi néu khong c6 ai & d6. Nhung liéu noi dau dén cé 16n lén
khong, néu nguoi ta khong cam giac dugc?

Rhyme nhan ra rang nhitng suy nghi dé do 16i dv vi bénh tat, chét choc.
Anh cling nhan ra rang gan day anh hay cé nhitng suy nghi twong ty. Anh
khong chac chan 1y do toi lao. Cé diéu anh chang thé rii bo.

Va, con ky la hon nita, khac lic dau tranh v6i Thom bang gio nay ngay
hém qua, Rhyme chang thém mot giot regu scotch nao. Céi y nghi tdi regu
hau nhu chi dwa lai cam giac ghé sg.

Dbiéu nay khién anh ban tam hon ca con dau dau.

Anh mét anh lwét qua bang chitng ct, nhung nhitng dong chit ctt vuot di
nhv thé ching dugc viét bang mot ngoai ngit khi xwa anh titng hoc & treong
va nhiéu nam nay khong st dung dén. Roi anh mat anh dirng lai trén tam
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bang lan nita, mwong twgng ra dong chady bat dau tir nha may phat dién, dugc
truyén di, truyén di, va vao moi nha. V&i mic dién ap giam dan.

138.000 volt...

Rhyme bao Mel Cooper goi cho Sommers & Algonquin.

“B0 phan cac Dy an Ddc biét nghe day.”

“Anh la Charlie Sommers?”

“Phai.”

“Toi la Lincoln Rhyme. Toi lam viéc vGi Amelia Sachs.”

“0, vang. Co6 ay c6 nhic tdi anh,” Giong Sommers khé khang. “T6i nghe
ndéi tha pham la Ray Galt, mot trong s6 cac nhan vién cta ching téi. Cé ding
nhu vay khong?”

“C6 vé dung nhu vay. Anh Sommers...”

“Nay, ct goi toi 1a Charlie. T6i cdm thdy minh nhw mot canh sat danh dw.”

“Pugc roi, Charlie, ngay bay gio anh c6 dang theo do6i dién bién cda s
viéc khong?”

“T6i c6 hé thong lwdi dién trén man hinh laplop triwéc mat day. Andi
Jessen chu tich ctia ching t6i, yéu cau t6i giam sat tinh hinh.”

“Bao 1au nita thi ho khéi phuc duwgc. Cai gi nhi? Cai bang phan phdi trong
tram dién bi chay ay?”

“Hai ba tiéng dong ho gi d6. Pwong truyeén tai dang ay van dang mat kiém
soat. Chung t6i khong c6 cach nao cat dién dwong truyén tdi nay ngoai cach
cat dién phan 16n thanh phé New York... Anh mu6n t6i gitp do diéu gi?”

“Vang, t6i can biét thém vé ho quang dién, c6 vé nhu Galt da ddu ndi vao
mot dwong truyén tai va dwa duong day cua han dén hé thong ong dan nudc,
r6i...”

“Nhung tai sao anh héi vé ho quang dién?” Sommers thac mac.

Rhyme noéi véi vé lo dang, “Galt sé sit dung n6 dé giét ngudi, trong chua
day mot tiéng dong ho nira.”

“0, bitc thw yéu sach ctia Galt c6 néi gi vé viéc phéng tia lra dién
khong?”

Rhyme nhan ra rang bitc thw khong néi gi. “Khong.”
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“Vay anh chi dang gia thiét dé la viéc han sé lam.” Rhyme ghét cai tir “gia
thiét” va tat ca cac bién thé ctia n6. Anh dién tiét véi chinh ban than minh,
ban khoan khong biét liéu ho da bo qua diéu gi quan trong. “Tiép tuc di,
Charlie.”

“H6 quang la canh twgng ngoan muc, nhwng ciing 1a mé6t trong nhitng cach
stt dung dién lam vii khi it hiéu qua nhat. Ta khong kiém soat né nghiém ngat
va sé khong bao gio chac chan né sé két thiic & dau. Hay xem vu viéc sang
hém qua, t6i ca la Galt dinh nham vao ca chiéc xe buyt va han da truot...
Anh muon biét t6i sé giét ngudi bang dién theo cach nao khong?”

Lincoln Rhyme véi va dap, “Co, t6i rat muén.” Va nghiéng dau vé phia
dién thoai lang nghe vd&i sy tap trung hoan toan.
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Chuong 34

Thomas Edison la nguwdi khéi dau hé thong duong day tdi dién trén khong,
v&i nhitng cay cot dién xau xi, & New Jersey, nam 1883, nhung lwéi dién dau
tién lai chay ngam bén dudi cac con phd khu Ha Manhattan, xuat phét tw
tram phét dién cta ong trén phé Pearl. Ong c6 tat thdy ndim muoi chin khach
hang.

Mot so tho dat duong day ghét cai lwdi dién ngam dwéi dat dé - cai lusi
dién tam toi, nhw doi lic ngwdi ta goi - nhung Joey Barzan thi mé cong viéc
dwdi ay. Anh ta méi vao Dién lyc Algonquin dwgc vai nam, tuy nhién da &
trong nganh nady muwdi nam ro6i, ké ti khi anh ta bat dau di lam nam mudi tdm
tudi. Trwdc day, anh ta lam viéc trong linh vic xay dung tw nhan, t* mot thg
hoc nghé vion 1én tré thanh thg lanh nghé. Anh ta c6 nghi téi chuyén tiép tuc
vuwon 1én tr@ thanh thg cd, mot ngay nao d6 anh ta sé dat dugc diéu nay,
nhung bay gio thi anh ta thich lam viéc cho mot cong ty 16n.

Va liéu anh ta c6 thé tim ra céng ty nao 1én hon Lién hgp Algonquin, mot
trong nhitng céng ty hang dau dat nwéc?

Ntra tiéng dong ho trudc, Barzan va nguwoi dong nghiép ctia minh da nghe
nhan vién khac phuc s c6 & khu vie ho lam viéc théng bao qua dién thoai
rang c6 su dao dong ky la trén duwong dién cung cap tdi mot hé thong tau dién
ngam gan pho Wall.

Thiét bi danh gia & mot tram dién gan do6 thuoc Co quan Giao thong do thi
bao cao co hién twgng sut dien ap trong khoang thoi gian mot giay. Khong du
dé gdy ra bat cit gian doan nao cho hoat dong cta cac chuyén tau nhung da
dé gy lo lang - lién hé t6i vu viéc xdy ra tai bén xe buyt ngay hom qua.
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Va, me kiép, mot nhan vién Algonquin chinh la ké ding dang sau vu viéc
dé. Ray Galt, nhan vién khac phuc s c6 cap cao lam viéc bén quan Queens.

Barzan tirng chitng kién ho quang dién - tat ca nhitng ai lam viéc trong
nganh déu da tirng, chang lan nay thi 1an khac - va quang canh ngoan muc
cta tia chdp chay sang loa, vu no, tiéng rén dang sg, tat ca da khién anh ta tw
hita v&i chinh ban than minh khéng bao gid thir liéu linh véi dién. Gang tay
va giay cao c6 bao ho ca nhan, sao thao tac, khong dong dén cac vat kim loai.
Nhiéu ngudi nght ho c6 thé suy nghi nhanh hon dién.

Cha, ho khong thé dau. Va ho cling khong thé chay nhanh hon dién.

Lic nay ngwoi dong nghiép vira 1én trén mat dat - Barzan dang tim kiém
nguyén nhan c6 thé da gay sut dién ap. Dwdi nay, mat mé va vang tanh vang
ngat, nhung khong yén tinh. Cac loai dong co kéu am am va nhitng chuyén
tau dién ngam gay ra nhitng con rung nhw dong dat. Phai, anh ta thich duéi
nay, ¢ gitta nhitng dwong cap, mui chat cach dién bi lam néng, mui cao su,
mui dau. Thanh ph6é New York la mot con tau, véi cau tric tang duwéi rac roi,
phttc tap chang kém tang trén, va anh ta thong thao tat ca cac boong y nhw
thong thao noi anh ta dang sinh séng bén quan Bronx vay.

Barzan khong thé xac dinh dugc nguyén nhan gay ra dao dong dién ap.
Dudng nhuw tat ca cac dwong day cta Algonquin déu binh thwong. Co Ié...

Anh ta ngtrng lai, trong thdy céi gi do khién anh ta to mo.

Cai gi vay? Anh ta ban khoan ty héi. Giong nhw moi thg diat duong day,
du trén mat dat hay dwdi lwgi dién tam to6i, anh ta nam ré vé lanh tho cta
minh va & dau dwong ham 16 mo sang kia c6 gi d6 khong 6n: Mot sgi cap
duwgc dau ndi trong khong cé ly gi ca véi mot trong nhitng bang aptomat cap
dién cho hé thong tau dién ngam. Va, dang lé chay xudng duédi dat, dé gap
tau, thi sgi cap nay lai chay 1én, ngang qua tran dwong ham. N6 dugc dau noi
rat dep - nguwoi ta danh gia ky nang cia mot thg dat duong day bang cach
nhin nhitng ché dau ndi - thé tirc 1a mot doi twgng chuyén nghiép da lam viéc
nay. Nhung ai? Va tai sao?

Barzan ding 1én va bat dau di theo sgi cap.

ROi hodng s¢g ha hdc miéng. Mot cong nhan Algonquin khac dang ding
trong dwong ham. Nguwoi do tham chi con c6 vé ngac nhién hon khi bat ngo
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gdp phai nguoi khac. Trong anh sang 160 mo, Barzan khong nhan ra anh ta.

“Xin chao.” Barzan gat dau. Khong bat tay. Ho dang deo gang tay bao ho
ca nhan, day cop - da dé lam viéc trén duong day c6 dién, mién la cac phan
con lai cta co thé cling dugc cach dién.

Nguwdi kia chép mat, lau mo hoi. “Khéng nghi c6 ai dwdi nay.”

“Toi cling vay. Anh nghe ndi t6i viéc dao dong dién ap chu?

“Co.” Nguoi kia néi gi do nita nhung Barzan khong thuc sy dé y. Anh ta
vira ban khoan ty hoi nguwoi kia chinh xac dang lam gi vira nhin vao laptop
clia ga - tat nhién, moi thg dat duong day déu st dung laptop, tat ca nhitng
dién bién trén lwdi dién déu dugce dua vao may tinh. Nhwng nguoi kia dang
khong kiém tra mitc dién ap hay tinh trang thiét bi déng cat. Trén man hinh la
mot ctta s6 video. N6 trong cé vé nhw mot cong treong xay dung & kha cao
bén trén dau ho. Giong hinh dnh do camera an ninh quay vdi do phan giai tot

Va roi Barzan liéc mat qua phu hiéu cia ngudi cong nhan Algonquin.

Oi, me kiép.

Raymond Galt, nhdn vién diéu hanh dich vu ky thudt cdp cao.

Barzan cam thdy hoi thd xi ra khoi phoi, nhé lai Iic sang ngudi ky suw
giam sat vira goi dién cho tat ca cac thg dat duwong day, thong bao vé Galt va
vé viéc ga da lam.

Anh ta lic bay gio méi nhan ra rang sgi cap duwgc dau ndi kia la dé tao mot
vu no6 ho quang khac.

Hay binh tinh, anh ta ty nhu tham. Duwéi nay kha téi va Galt khong trong
thdy nét mat anh ta rd rang dwgc, ga c6 thé khong nhan ra phan ng ngac
nhién cua Barzan. Va cong ty cling nhu canh sat chi vira mai phat thong bao.
Biét dau Galt da & dudi nay ti vai tiéng dong ho trudc, chwa biét canh sat
dang tim kiém minh.

“Cha, da dén gio an trwa. T6i doéi chét di dugc.” Barzan vo vo bung, roi
két luan rang hanh dong d6 qua cwong diéu. “T6i phdi l1én trén thdi. Kéo
nguoi cung cap vai toi khong biét toi dang lam gi dwdi nay!”

“Nay, can than nhé.” Galt n6i va lai xem xét may tinh.

Barzan cling quay budc vé phia cira ra gan nhat, ngop thd vi sy thoi thic
hay bo chay.
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Anh ta nhanh chéng nhan ra rang minh dang 1é phai dau hang s thoi thic
nay.

Ngay khoanh khac Barzan quay di, anh ta cam thiy & dang sau, Galt v6i
va cudi xuoéng, cam 1én mot vat.

Barzan bat dau chay nhung Galt tham chi con mau le hon, va, liéc lai dang
sau, Barzan chi thoang thay cay sao thao tac nang, lam bang sgi thay tinh ctia
tho dat duwong day, vung 1én giang manh vao chiéc mii bao ho lao dong anh ta
do6i. Cu giang khién anh ta choang vang, nga xuéng cai san ban thiu.

Anh ta tran tran nhin duong day tai dong dién 138.000 volt, cach mat anh
ta muwoi lam centimet, khi cdy sao mdt lan nita giang xudng.
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Chuong 35

Amelia Sachs dang lam cong viéc ma c6 lam t6t nhat.

Co thé ciing chang phai tot nhat.

Nhung la cong viéc c6 yéu thich nhat. Cong viéc khién c6 cdm thdy tran
day strc song nhat.

Lai xe.

Bat khoi kim loai hoat dong hét sitc minh, lao vun vit doc cac con pho
duwong nhu l1a cac tuyén duong bat kha, ngam nghia canh giao thong dong dic
nguoi va xe. Len 16i, phanh kin kit. Khi cho xe phong nhanh, khong phai la
nguoi ta di tw tw, cling khong phai la nguoi ta nhay mua, ma nguoi ta chay
ram ram, chay sam sap, x6c ndy lén ban bat, va xuéng am am.

Nhitng chiéc xe nay dugc goi la xe “co bap” cling c6 1y do cua no.

Mau Ford 1970 428 Torino Cobra, thita hwdng thiét ké cua mau Fairlane,
cong suat bon tram linh nam ma lyc. Tat nhién, Sachs cé thé st dung hop so
bon cap khi c6 can chay véi toc do 16n. Chiéc xe chac chan va bam duong,
néu khong van hanh ding cach sé hay phai sita chira, c6 thé bao gém ca viéc
thay banh rang hop s6. N6 khac nhitng chiéc xe hop s6 sau cdp khoan dung
danh cho nhitng doanh nhan & tu6i khuing hodang ntta doi ngudi, khong lic
nao roi tai nghe Bluetooth va dau day ap cac cudc hen an toi.

Chiéc Cobra kéu ro ro, gam g, rit 1én the thé, né cé rat nhiéu giong.

Sachs cam thdy cang thang. C6 nhan coi, nhung trwdc khi lan séng am
thanh kip t6i tai nguoi lai xe lwdi biéng dang dinh chuyén lan ma chang thém
ngo nghiéng gi thi co da vuot anh ta.

Sachs thira nhan c6 nhé chiéc xe gan day nhat cia minh, mét chiéc Chevy
Camaro ss, chiéc xe c6 va cha c6 da cung nhau stta chita, nang cap. N6 trd
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thanh nan nhan cuaa tha pham mot vu 4n c6 mdi tham gia gidi quyét. Nhung
cha c6 tirng nhac nhé ¢o6 rang viéc dat con ngwdi minh qud nhiéu vao mot
chiéc xe la diéu khong nén. N6 la mot phan con ngwoi ta, tuy nhién né chang
phai l1a con ngudi ta. Va n6 chang phdi dita con cia ta hay ngudi ban than
thiét cta ta. Truc khuyu, banh xe, xi lanh, trong phanh, cac chi tiét dién t
phtic tap, chiing cé thé tré nén tho o, ué odi, choi ta khong biét dau ma lwong.
Ching c6 thé phan boi va hai chét ta, néu nghi cai khoi thép, nhwa, dong do
va nhom do biét quan tam dén ta, thi ta da nham.

Amie, mot chiéc xe chi cé thit tam hén ma con ddt vao né. Khong hon
khéng kém. Ptrng bao gio quén diéu ddy con q.

Bdi vay, i, c6 da, va sé luon ludn, nudi tiéc vi mat chiéc Camaro. Nhung
hién tai c6 dang lai mot chiéc xe ngon nghé, phu hgp véGi c6. Va dugc trang
tri hoi coc cach bang logo ctia chiéc Camaro. B6 coi nhw 1a qua Pammy tang,
co bé da kinh can g& no ra tr xac chiéc Chevy dé Sachs gan 1én chiéc Ford.

Pap phanh khi t6i treéc nga tu, cung lic dap ca phanh lan ga dé tra so khi
xe dang chay v@i toc d6 cao, nhin bén trai, nhin bén phai, nha cén, lai lao vit
di ngay. Coéng to mét chi nam muoi ddm. Ro6i sdu muoi, bdy muoi. DBén hiéu
mau xanh lo trén bang dong ho, ma c6 tham chi hau nhw chwa bao gid trong
thdy, nhap nhdy twa trai tim co bép gap gap.

Sachs lic nay & trén cao toc Bo tdy song Hudson, titc tuyén 9A, da bé lai
phia sau doan dai 10 Henry Hudson chuyén thanh cao t6c BoO tdy song
Hudson vai ddm. Xuoi theo hudng nam, c6 phong vun vut qua nhitng khung
canh quen thudc, dwong bang 1én thang, Céng vién Song Hudson, nhitng bén
thuyén buom, 16i vao chang chit tru6c dwong ham Holland. Roi khi cac van
phong cua khu trung tdm tai chinh xuat hién bén tay phdi, co luét xe qua
cong treong xay dung khong 10, noi tirng strng sitng hai toa thap doi, va tham
chi trong thoi diém dién cudng nay van y thitc duge rang néu ¢ dau ma su
trong trai c6 thé hat bong xudng thi chinh la & day.

Mot cu triegt banh cé kiém soat dwa chiéc Cobra ngoat sang Bettery Place,
va Sachs lao véo vé phia déng, di vao nhitng con phé nhv mé cung ctia Ha
Manhattan.
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Co dang deo tai nghe, mot tiéng cach lam gian doan sw tap trung cda co
khi c6 vira trgt xe véo qua hai chiéc taxi va kip nhan ra nét mat bang hoang
bén dwédi vanh khan xép ddi dau cua tay tai xé ngwoi Sikh.

“Sachs!”

“Gl vay, Rhyme?”

“Em dén dau r6i?”

“Sap stta dén day r6i.”

Sachs mai mon tat cad bén banh xe khi c6 thwe hién mdt ci xoay chin muoi
do chen chiéc Ford vao giita via hé va nhitng chiéc xe khac, mot kim khong
bao gio chi dudi con s6 45, con kim kia khong bao gid chi duwdi con s6 5.000.

C6 dang nham hwéng phé WhiteWall. Phé nay nam gan phd Stone.
Rhyme da trao doi v6i Charlie Sommers, va dat dugc nhitng két qua bat ngo.
Ngudi phu trach bd phan cac Dy an Déac biét phan doan rang Galt c6 1€ sé thi
mot cai gi dé khac, khong phai m6t vu nd ho quang. Sommers cudc la Galt sé
chi cho mot khu virc cong cong nhiém dién, manh du dé sat hai nguwdi qua lai.
Ga sé bién ho tré thanh mot phan ctia mach dién, khién dong dién chay qua
co thé ho bang cach nao day. Theo Sommers, nhw thé dé dang hon, hiéu qua
hon, lai chi can dién ap thap hon rat nhiéu.

Rhyme da két luan rang dam chay tai tram dién khu Uptown la chiéu danh
lac huwéng, dé ho khong tap trung chi y vao dia diém tdn cong thuc sy cia
Galt: chac han & khu Downtown. Anh da xem xét danh sach cac trién lam
lién quan dén dung nham va ndi I¥a, tim thdy mot trién 1am cach xa khu
Harlem nhét, noi tat cd moi nguwdi dang don anh mat vao: Trudng cao dang
cong dong Amsterdam. No la treong chuyén dao tao ky nang van phong va
cap bang cao dang cho cac nganh nghé kinh doanh. Nhung khoa nghé thuat
tw do dang t6 chirc trién 1am vé qua trinh hinh thanh dia chat, bao gém ca
trién 1am veé nui lira.

“Em day, Rhyme.” Sachs phanh kit chiéc Torino phia trueéc ngoi truong,
dé lai hai vét banh xe nhw hai cai du6i mau den trén nén dwong trai nhyra mau
xam. Co ra khoi xe khi khéi boc 1én tir hoc 16p chwa tan hét. Mui khét khién
c6 rung minh nhg téi tram MH-10 caa Algonquin... Va tuy co ¢6 gang lang
tranh, nhung hinh anh nhitng chdm tron nita den ntta do6 trén than thé Luis
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Martin van quay lai. Khi c6 rdo budc vé phia cong truedng, c6 mot lan co6 cam
thay biét on con dau khép doi 1én & dau goi, n6 phan nao da lam c6 phan tan
tw twdng khai ky e rat khong dé chiu.

“Em dang quan sat cho nay, Rhyme. N6 I6n. Lén hon em tuwdng.” Sachs sé
khong kham nghiém hién trwong nén c6 khong st dung lién két video.

“Em con muoi tam phut trwde khi thoi han két thuic.”

CO quét anh mat qua ngoi trrong cao sau tang ma cac gido su, sinh vién va
nhan vién dang voi va roi khoéi, véi nét mat lo lang. Tucker McDaniel va Lon
Setllitto da quyét dinh so tan dia diém nay. Moi nguwdi hap tap di ra, 6m lay vi
tién, may tinh, sach vé&, di chuyén ra xa toa nha. Khi di ra, hau nhw moi nguoi
déu c6 mot lac ngang nhin 1én trén troi.

Lu6n luén la nhw vay, trong céi thé gidi hau 11/9 ngang nhin 1én trén troi.

Mot chiéc xe nita xudt hién, va mot phu ni* mac b vét t6i mau buéc
xuong xe. B6 la mot tham tiv dong nghiép, Nancy Simpson. Chi ta di nhanh
tGi cho Sachs.

“Chung ta c6 thong tin gi r6i, Amelia?”

“Chung t6i cho rang Galt da giang cai bay nao d6 trong treong. Chiing toi
chwa biét cu thé la gi. T6i sé vao tim kiém. Chi c6 thé phong van ho duoc
khong?” Sachs hat dau vé phia nhitng nguwdi dang dwoc gap rit so tan. “Xem
c6 ai tredc do da bat gap Galt khong. Chi mang theo dnh han chit?”

“Trong PDA cua toi day.”

Sachs gdt dau va quay sang nhin phia tredc ngdi treong lan nita, khong
chdc chan nén ti€p tuc ra sao, nhé lai nhitng gi Sommers da néi. Co biét
nhitng vi tri hay duwgc dat bom, nhitng vi tri ma mot tay sung ban tia c6 thé
phuc kich. Nhung moi de doa tir dién sé xuat hién & bat cit cho nao.

Co6 hoi Rhyme, “Chinh xac Charlie bao Galt c6 thé da bo tri cai bay nhw
thé nao?”

“Céach hiéu qua nhat la st dung nan nhan lam mot thi cong tac. Han sé
ddu day nong véi tay nam cira hay lan can cau thang, va dau day ngudi véi
san nha. Hodc san nha hoan toan c6 thé trd thanh diém noi dat tw nhién néu
né bi wét. Trwdc khi nan nhan s vao tay nam ctta hay lan can cau thang,
mach dién la mach hé. Khi nan nhan s& vao r6i, mach dién sé khép kin, dong
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dién sé chay qua co thé. Mot cach khac la 1am sao cho ngudi ta sd cd hai tay
vao day nong. Sé cé dong dién du manh chay qua long nguwe khién tim ngirng
dap vinh vién. Nhung cach dy khong hiéu qua bang.”

Hiéu qua... mot tr nglt dang sg khi st dung trong nhitng hoan canh nhw
thé nay.

Coi hu ndi Ién dang sau Sachs. Citu héa, Bon vi Phan tng nhanh S& Canh
sat New York va nhan vién y té bat dau téi.

Co vay tay chao Bo Haumann, nguwoi phu trach Bon vi Phan tng nhanh,
mot cyu trung Gy hudn luyén rén r6i, téc hoa ram. Ong ta gat dau chao lai,
sau d6 bat dau trién khai quan ctia minh giip d& moi ngudi so tan dén dia
diém an toan, hinh thanh nhitng nhém tac chién, luc soat khap khu vire tim
kiém Raymond Galt va bat ct ké tong pham nao.

Ludng ly, roi day 6 kinh trén canh ctra chit khéng s¢ vao tay nam kim
loai, Sachs bwéc vao sanh chinh ctia ngdi tredng, nguwgc chiéu voi dam dong.
C0O muon hét to 1én bao moi ngudi dirng so vao bat cit vat gi bang kim loai,
nhung so rang lam thé sé khién moi nguwoi dam hoang mang, nhd vi x6 day
nhau ma dan dén thvong vong. Hon nita, ho van con mudi lam phut nita.

Bén trong, cé vo sO cac chi nét kim loai, lan can, bac cau thang, nam dam
clra, tdim Op san. Nhung chang hién hién dau vét nao vé viéc ching bi hay
khong bi dau vdi day dién.

“Em khong biét, Rhyme.” Sachs néi thiéu chac chan. “Téat nhién la cé kim
loai. Nhung phan 16n dién tich san dugc trai tham hodc trdi vai nhya. Nhitng
chat liéu do6 dan dién kém.”

Han sé nhen mdt ngon Itta va dot chdy ngoi tredng chang?

Muoi ba phut.

“Tiép tuc tim kiém di, Sachs.”

CO c6 gang st dung thiét bi phat hién dién ap khong can tiép xidc caa
Charlie Sommers, thi thodng n6 cé hién thi dién ap nhung ciing chi la mic
dién ap dan dung. Va nguon dién khong & cac cho dé dang gay thvong vong
nhat.

Qua mot 6 ctra s, co bat gap anh dén mau vang nhap nhdy, né la chiéc xe
tai cta lién hgp Algonquin, thanh xe gan tadm bién dé: Bao dudng khan cap.
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Co nhan ra hai trong s6 bon ngwoi ngoi trén xe: Bernie Wahl, giam doc
anninh, va Bob Cavanaugh, pho chu tich diéu hanh cong viéc hang ngay. Ho
chay vé phia mot nhém si quan, trong d6 c6 Nancy Simpson.

Chinh lic Sachs dang quan sat ba nguwdi nay qua 6 kinh ctta s6 thi co dé y
thdy bén canh ngoi tredng la cai gi. Mot cong truong xay dung noi cong nhan
hoan thién mdt toa nha cao ngat nguong. Ho dang lam viéc véi cac chi tiét
bang sat thép, thép bu 16ng va han ram.

CO ngoanh lai phia sanh treong, nhung bat chgt cam thay nhw bi mot nhat
bta gidng vao dau. C6 ldo ddo quay ngudi, nhin tran tréi sang cong treong
xay dung.

Kim loai. Toan b0 toa nha la kim loai.

“Rhyme.” Sachs cat giong khe khé. “Em khong nghi ngoi trwong nay la
muc tiéu.”

“Em muon noéi gi?”

Co gidi thich.

“Thép... Chac chan r6i, Sachs, co6 1y lam. C6 gang dwa cong nhan xudng
di. Anh sé goi cho Lon va bao anh ay phéi hgp véi Pon vi Phan tng nhanh.”

C0 x6 cho canh ctta mé ra, chay vé phia gian nha lwu dong dugc st dung
lam van phong tong cong trinh sw cia tda nha dang xay. C6 nguwdc nhin hai
muoi, hai lam tdm kim loai sdp stta tr@ thanh mdt day néng, trén do khong
chitng c6 téi hai tram cong nhan dang lam viéc va chi dém thay hai thang
mady nhé dé dwa ho xudng t6i noi an toan.

Con mudi phut nita 1a mot gio chiéu.
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Chuong 36

Chuyén gi dang dién ra vay? Sam Vetter héi cau boi ban trong phong an
khach san. Ong va nhitng nguoi khach dang &n trwa v6i nhau nhin chim
cham qua ctra s0, quan sat cai canh tuwgng cé vé la mot cudc so tan & ca ngoi
treong lan cong treong xay dung nam giita ngoi truong va khach san nay. Xe
canh sat, xe cttu hoa dang dung lai.

“Van an toan, phai khong?” Mot ngudi khach hoi “Y toi 13, & day ay?”

“0, vang, thwa Ong, rat an toan” Cau bdi ban qua quyét.

Vetter biét cau ta khong c6 co sd gi dé bao an toan hay khéng an toan. Va
la ngwdi hoat dong trong linh viee xay dung, Vetter ngay 1ap tic kiém tra ti 1&
16i thoat hiém so v@i sttc chita cta toa nha.

Mot trong hai doanh nhan ngéi cung ban 6ng, ngudi tir Santa Fe tdi, hoi,
“Ong nghe néi chuyén ngay hém qua khéng? Vu né & tram dién ay? C6 thé
su viéc nay c6 lién quan. Nghe don dau nhw do bon khting bo.”

Vetter c6 nghe duwgc mot, hai tin téc, nhung cling loang thoang thoi.
“Chuyén gi vay?”

“C6 ké ndo d6 da dong dén lu6i dién. Ong biét ddy, cai cong ty dién luc
kia kia.” Nguwoi dan 6ng hat dau chi ra bén ngoai ctra so.

“Co thé han da lap lai viéc dy & ngoi treong. Hodc cong treong xay dung.”

“Nhung khong phéi véi ching ta chit.” Mot nguwoi khach khac lo lang.
“Khong phai ¢ khach san nay chi.”

“Khong, khong, khong phéi vGi ching ta.” Cau boi ban mim cwdi réi bién
mat. Vetter ban khoan khong biét cau ta dang chay hét toc lyc xudng theo 16i
thoat hiém nao.
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Moi ngudi ditng day, budc tGi cho cira s6. T nha hang, c6 thé quan sat r6
rang quang canh nao dong.

Vetter nghe ai ddy néi, “Khong, khong phai khing b6. Mot nhan vién bat
man nao do6. Trong giong mot thg dat dwong day cho cong ty dién lwc. Ho da
chiéu anh han trén ti vi.”

R6i Sam Vetter xuat hién mot y nghi. Ong héi mot doanh nhan cling duw
hdéi nghi, “Anh biét han trong nhu thé nao khong?”

“Chi la han tdm bén muwoi tudi. C6 thé dang mac dong phuc quan yém va
d6i mi bado hé mau vang. Quan yém mau xanh lam.”

“Qi, troi dat. Toi nghi 1a t6i da trong thay hdn. M&i mot lic trude thoi.”

“Cai gi?”

“Toi da trong thdy mot cong nhan mdc quan yém mau xanh lam va doi mii
bao ho mau vang.”

“Ong phai khai bdo véi canh sat di.”

Vetter ditng day. Ong dgm buéc roi khéi ban, rdi ditng lai, thoc tay vao tii
quan. Ong e ngai rdng nhitng ngudi ban mdi c6 thé twéng 6ng bay dit ra nhw
vay dé trén tranh tra tien. Ong dd nghe néi dan New York rat hay nghi ngo
nguwoi khac va khong muon bwdc dau tién tién vao cai thé gidi lam an noi
thanh phé 16n bi anh huéng vi mot chuyén dai loai nhw vay. Ong rtt mot to
muoi do la cho suat sandwich va bia ctia minh, r6i swc nhé 1a minh dang &
chon nao, 6ng dé lai hai muoi do la.

“Sam, dirng ban khoan vé viéc d6! Mau di di.”

Ong c6 ging nhé lai chinh x4c vi tri g3 dan 6ng da chui 1én khéi cai cong,
cling nhw vi tri ga da ditng goi dién truedc khi di bd vao ngodi truong. Néu ong
c6 thé nhd lai it nhiéu thoi diém ctia cudc goi, canh sat sé c6 thé lan ra dwoc
cudc goi nay. Cong ty dién thoai sé co6 thé cung cap thong tin vé ké han da
lién lac.

Vetter hoi ha chay xudng theo thang cudn, hai bac mét, r6i chay vao sanh
khéach san. Ong trong thdy mot canh sat dang ditng gan quay 18 tan.

“Anh canh sét, xin 16i. Nhung t6i vira nghe ndi... cac anh dang tim kiém
mot nhan vién cong ty dién lyc? Ké ditng dang sau vu né ngay hém qua?”

“Pring thé, thwa dng. Ong c6 biét gi vé viéc ndy khong?”
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“To6i nghi c6 1€ 1a t6i da trong thay han. To6i khong biét chac chan. Co thé
chang phai 1a han. Nhung t6i nghi minh nén cung cap thong tin.”

“Xin 6ng cho chit.” Vién canh sat dua chiéc bo dam to twéng 1én, noi vao,
“Bay Tam Bdy Ba goi S& Chi huy. To6i cho rang t6i dang gdp mot nhan
chitng. Ong ay c6 1& da trong thay déi twong tinh nghi.”

“Hiéu.” Tiéng rot ret phat ra tir loa b dam. “Git*r may... Pwogc r6i, Bay
Tam, bdo O6ng 4y ra ngoai. Phd Stone. Tham t&* Simpson mudn néi chuyén
vdi ong ay.”

“Hiéu. Bay Tam két thuc lién lac.” Quay sang Vetter, vién canh sat noi,
“Ong hdy ra ngoai qua cta trudc, ré trdi. C6 mot tham t& & d6, mot phu nit.
Nancy Simpson. Ong cé thé héi gip chi ay.”

Voi va di doc qua sanh, Vetter nghi: Cé thé néu ga kia van con 1én vén
xung quanh day, ho sé tém co dugc ga trwde khi ga hai thém nhitng ngwoi
khac.

Chuyén di dau tién ctaa minh tdi NeW York, va minh c6 1€ sé c6 mat trén
cac bao. Mot anh hung.

Liéu Ruth sé néi gi nhi?
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Chuong 37

“Amelia!” Nancy Simpson hét to t* via he. “Toi c6 mot nhan ching. Mot
nguwdi & khach san bén canh day.” Sachs vo6i va di téi cho Simpson. Chi ta
néi, “Ong dy dang ra gip chiing ta.”

Sachs, qua microphone, chuyén théng tin nay tGi Rhyme.

“Galt bi trong thay & cho nao?” Nha hinh sw hoc hoéi héi thic.

“Em chua biét. Bon em sé n6i chuyén véi nhan chitng. Mot gidy nita
thoi.”

Sachs cung Simpson hoi ha di vé phia ctta khach san dé gap nhan chitng.
Co ngudc nhin két cau thép trén cao ctia toa nha dang xay dung. Cong nhan
dang nhanh chong roi khoi dé. Chi con vai phuit.

Ro6i c6 nghe thdy tiéng goi, “Co6 canh sat!” Mot giong dan ong cat 1én dang
sau co. “Tham t!”

Sachs quay lai, trong thay phé chu tich Algonquin, Bob Cavanaugh, dang
chay vé phia minh. Nguoi dan 6ng to béo thd hon hén va mo hoi dam dia,
dirng lai. Nét mat 6ng ta no6i: Xin 16i, t6i khong nhd ra tén co.

“To6i la Amelia Sachs.”

“Toi nghe noi co dang cho so tan cong treong xay dung?”

“Phai. Chung t6i khong phat hién duwgc la han sé tan cong cho nao trong
ngoi treong. Hau hét dién tich san déu c6 trai tham va...”

“Nhung moét cong treong xdy dung thi chang c6 y nghia gi ca.”
Cavanaugh néi khua tay dién cuéng vé phia 4y.

“0), t6i nghi... bao nhiéu xa, rdm kia toan bang kim loai.”

“Ai day, Sachs?” Rhyme chen vao.
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“Ngudi dieu hanh cong viéc hang ngay cia Algonquin. Ong dy khong
nghi vu tan cong sé xay ra & cong treong xay dung.” Co hoi Cavanaugh, “Tai
sao?”

“Hay nhin kia!” Ong ta néi mot cach tuyét vong, chi vao t6p cong nhan
dang ding gan dé.

“Y 6ng la gi?”

“Nhirng doi giay cao c6 cta ho!”

Sachs thi tham, “Thiét bi bao h6é ca nhan. Ho dwgc cach dién.”

Néu c6 khoéng thé trdnh xa nd, hdy tu’ bdo vé minh.

Mot sb deo ca gang tay va madc do khodac day,

“Galt biét 1a ho c6 st dung cac thiét bi bdo ho ca nhan.” Nguwoi diéu hanh
cong viéc noi. “Han sé phai dwa vao khoi kim loai &y mot lwgng dién nhiéu
t¢i mic lwdi dién ¢ khu vie nay cta thanh pho sé sap.”

Rhyme hoi, “Cha, néu khong phdi 1a ngoi trwong, khong phai la cong
treong, thi dau la muc tiéu cta han? Hay ngay tir dau ching ta da nham lan?
Co 1€ 1a n6 hoan toan khong phai & d6. Pa c6 mot trién 1am khac vé ndi ltra.”

Roi Cavanaugh ttim 1ay canh tay Sachs, chi vé phia sau hg. “Khach san!”

“Lay Chua,” Sachs 1am bam, nhin khach san cham cham. N6 la mot trong
sO0 nhitng kién tric thanh lich, theo phong cach t6i gian, v&i da phién, cam
thach, voi phun nuwdc... va kim loai. R4t nhiéu kim loai. Cac canh ctta bang
dong, cac bac cau thang va san bang thép.

Nancy Simpson ciing quay lai nhin cham cham toa nha.

“Cai gi?” Rhyme hoi giong cap bach trong tai Sachs.

“Cai khach san, Rhyme. D6 la muc tiéu han sé tan cong.” C6 rut bo dam
goi chi huy Pon vi Phan tng nhanh. Co vtra gio 1én miéng nodi vira cung
Simpson cudng cuong chay vé phia trwdc. “Bo, Amelia ddy. Han dang nham
vao khach san, t6i chac chan. Khong phéi cong treong xay dung. Hay diéu
nguoi cua 6ng dén day ngay! So tan khach san!”

“Hiéu, Amelia, t0i sé...”

Nhung Sachs chang nghe not duwge doan sau. Hay chinh xéac hon, bat ké 1a
ong ta c6 dang néi diéu gi thi né cling hoan toan bi bo ngoai tai Sachs, khi co
tran tran nhin vao qua nhitng 6 ctta s6 16n cta khach san.
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Mac du chwa dén thoi han mot gio, dam bay nguwdi bén trong khach san
Cong vien Bettery dang dong cirng lai gitta nhitng dong tac dang dd. Nhitng
guwong mat hoat bat ngay lap tic trd nén do dan. Chung tré thanh nhitng
guwong mat bip bé, nhitng birc biém hga. Khée m6i mim chét ¥a nwdc bot.
Nhitng ngon tay, nhitng ban chan, nhitng cai cam bat dau run 1én.

Nhitng nguwoi chitng kién thi hd h6c moém, roi khiép hai hét 1én trudc
quang canh cuda thé gidi bén kia ngwdi ta tré thanh nhitng sinh vat buéc ra ti
mot bo phim kinh di ghé rgn, nhitng thady ma hoan tran. Hai hay ba nguoi gi
dé ban tay bi hit vao ban day cta ctra xoay, than thé giat 1én trong khoang
khong gian déng kin. Cai chan citng ngac ctia mot nguwdi dan 6ng thic qua
canh ctra kinh, kinh v& cita dit dong mach dui, mau phun ra va boc khoi. Mot
cdu con trai tam tudi sinh vién, nam 14y canh cita bang dong m& sang gian
khanh tiét, uén cong nguwdi vé phia trudc, rung minh, tiéu khong tw cha. Hai
ngwoi khac, ban tay dat trén lan can may bac cau thang thap dan xuéng quan
bar & sanh, vira té liét vira rung 1én ban bat, khi sy sdng boc hoi khoi co thé.

Va tham chi ditng bén ngoai, Sachs ciing c6 thé nghe thdy tiéng rén khung
khiép phat ra ti sau trong cudng hong bi dot chay ctia mét ngwdi phu nit.

Mot nguoi dan 6ng chac nich nhao vé phia treéc dinh cltu mét nguoi
khach - bang cach day ngudi khach nay khéi bang diéu khién thang may dang
gilt ban tay anh ta, tir ban tay tda ra nhitng ngon khéi. Con ngudi bac ai tot
bung chac da tin twdng rang minh c6 thé sit dung tdm than vam v& hay dugc
nguoi khach téi nghiép ra khdi bang diéu khién. Nhuwng anh ta da khéng tinh
toan ding toc do va si'c manh cta dong dién. Ngay khoanh khac tiép xtc vGi
nan nhan, anh ta lién tré thanh mot phan ctia mach dién d6. Khuén mat anh ta
nhan xoan lai dau dén, roi nét mat gian thanh nét mat ctia mot con btip bé ky
qudi va anh ta cling bat dau run ray kinh hoang.

Mau chdy ra tir cadc cdi mom do rang can phai [wdi va moi. Nhitng cap mat
tron nguwgc lén bén trong hdc mat.

Mot phu nit, nhitng ngén tay baAm xung quanh mdt tay nam ctra, han da bi
dong dién hut rat manh, lvng uén cong theo mot cach ma binh thwong la
khong thé nao, cap mat chang con nhin thdy gi huwéng cham cham lén trén
tran. Mai toc bach kim boc chay.
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Sachs thi thao, “Rhyme... Oi, kinh khiing, qua kinh khiing. Em s& goi lai
sau.” Co két thic lién lac, chang cho nghe anh dap.

Sachs va Simpson quay lai, bat dau vay nhitng chiéc xe cttu thwong tién vé
phia truwée. Sachs hai hung tredc quang canh tay chan co giat, co bap té liét,
rung ban bat, cac tinh mach no6i phong 1én, nwdc bot va mau boc hoi trén 16p
da mdt nong phat rop.

Cavanaugh hét to, “Ching ta phdi ngan khong cho moi ngudi c6 gang
thoat ra bén ngoai. Ho khong thé s& vao cai gi hét!”

Sachs va Simpson chay dén cho cita s6, ra hiéu bao moi ngudi tranh xa
nhitng canh cita, nhung tat cd déu dang hoang sg va tiép tuc dén dén cac 16i
ra, chi dirng lai khi trong thdy quang canh khung khiép kia.

Hady chém dut dau no...

C0 guong chan chay vé phia Cavanaugh, hét to, “Chting ta c6 thé cat dién
¢ day bang cach nao?”

Vi pho chu tich diéu hanh céng viéc hang ngay nhin xung quanh. “Chiing
ta khong biét han ddu ndi vao dau. Xung quanh day c6 cac duong day cap
dién cho hé thoéng tau dién ngam, cac dwong day truyén tdi, cac dwong day
ra... Toi s€ goi vé Queens. T6i sé cat dién toan bd khu vire nay. S& Giao dich
chitng khoén s& mat dién, nhung ching ta khong c6 sy Iiva chon nao ca.” Ong
ta rat dién thoai. “Tuy nhién, sé mat may phit. Bdo moi ngudi trong khach
san hdy & nguyén mét cho. Pirng so vao bat ci thi gi!”

Sachs chay sat tGi tam kinh ctra s6 16n, dién cuong ra hiéu bao moi nguoi
1ti lai. Mot so hiéu y va gat dau. Nhung s6 khac van hoang loan. Sachs nhin
mot phu nit vung bang dwgc khéi nhitng nguwdi ban, chay tdi mét 16i thoat
hiém. Nam vat phia trwdc 16i ay la than thé dang boc khoi cia mot nguwdi dan
ong da co6 gang thoat ra nhung khong dugc. C6 ddm am am vao cia soO.
“Purng!” Nguwoi phu nit nhin Sachs, nhung van tiép tuc chay, hai canh tay
vuon ra phia truéce.

“Dung, dirng dong vao né!”

Nguoi phu nit, khéc nitc nd, ci¥ cam dau cam co chay.

Con cach canh cta chirng ba mét... mét rudi...

Hét cach, nit tham t& quyét dinh.
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“Nancy, kinh ctta s6! Phéi pha v& thdi! Sachs rut khau code. Quan sét phia
bén trong. R6i nham ban lén trén cao, co st dung sau vién dan dé pha vd ba 6
kinh ctra s6 16n & sanh.

Nguoi phu nit nghe thay tiéng sting, thét 1én va nga chii xuéng san, ngay
trwde khi kip tim 1ay tay nam ctra chét nguoi.

Nancy Simpson ban v& nhitng 6 kinh ctta s6 phia bén kia ctta ra vao.

Ca hai ni tham t& nhdy vao khach san. Ho yéu cau moi ngudi khéng dong
dén bat ct tht gi bang kim loai va bat dau t6 chitc viéc thoat ra qua cac
khung ctta s6 16m chdm kinh v&. Trong ltic d6 kho6i, mang mdt mui kinh tdm
khong twdng tuwgng dugce, mu mit ca sanh.
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Chuong 38

Bob Cavanaugh hét to, “Cat dién roi!”

Sachs gat dau va chi cho cac nan nhan cho ddi cap citu, r6i lwét anh mat
qua dam déng bén ngoai, tim kiém bong dang Galt.

“Tham t!”

Amelia Sachs quay lai. M6t nguwdi dan 6ng trong bo dong phuc cta Lién
hgp Algonquin dang chay vé phia c¢6. Nhin nguwoi dan 6ng da trang trong bo
dong phuc mau xanh lam tham, c6 ngay lap tirc nghi dé co6 thé la Galt. Nhan
chitng tai khach san c6 vé da thuat lai rang doi twgng tinh nghi dang & xung
quanh day va canh séat chi cé tdm anh loe nhoe cia Co quan Quan ly xe co
gigi dé nhan dang ga.

Nhung khi nguwdi dan 6ng dén cho Sachs thi rd rang anh ta tré hon Galt rat
nhiéu.

“Tham t.” Anh ta n6i, thd khong ra hoi. “Ngudi canh sat dang kia bao t6i
nén trao doi vdi chi. Cé chuyén nay chi nén biét.” Guwong mat anh ta cau lai
khi hit phai mét luéng khoi tir trong khach san bay ra.

“Anh néi di.”

“Toi lam viec cho cong ty Algonquin. Chi nghe nay, ban lam cung cdp véi
t0i, cau ta dang & dwdi duwong ham, dudi chan chiing ta ay.” Nguwoi cong nhan
hat dau veé phia treong Cao dang Amsterdam “T6i da c6 gang lién lac vGi cau
ta, nhung cdu ta khong tra 10i. C6 diéu, bo dam van hoat dong t6t.”

Dudi dat. Noi dat hé thong cung cap dién.

“T6i nghi gad Raymond Galt nay, c6 thé ga & dudi dy va Joey da cham tran
ga. Chi biét day. Toi lo cho cau ta.”
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Sachs goi hai canh sat khu vyc di cung c6. Ba bon hg va nguoi cong nhan
Algonquin voi va sang ngoi treong. “Chuing toi co 16i di riéng doc theo tang
ham. N6 la 16i xuéng duwong ham kia dé dang nhat.”

Vay day la nguyén nhan khién Galt bi vieong tro nui lira, khi 1én lit di qua
gian trung bay. Sachs goi cho Rhyme, trinh bay sy viéc. Roi n6i thém, “Em
chuan bi tinh than phai tac chién, Rhyme. Han cé thé dang & dudi duong
ham. Em sé goi cho anh khi biét dwgc diéu gi d6. Anh c6 phat hién dugc dieu
gi m@i, hitu ich ti nhitng chitng c¢ khong?”

“Khong, Sachs a.”

“Em xuong dat day.”

Co0 két thuc lién lac treée khi Rhyme kip tra 16i, roi cung hai canh sat khu
vuc theo nguwdi cong nhan di vé phia canh cita m@ xudng tang ham. Toa nha
mat dién, nhwng nhitng ngon dén chiéu sang bang pin da tw dong bat 1én,
giong nhitng con mat mau do va trang. Nguwoi cong nhan dang dinh day canh
Ccla.

“Khong.” Sachs ndi. “Anh cho ¢ day.”

“Pugc. Chi di xuong hai dot cau thang, sé thdy mot canh ctta mau do.
Trén canh ctra dé “Lién hgp Algonquin.” N6 m& vao 6 cau thang dan xudng
dwong Ham kia. Day la chia khéa.” Anh ta dwa cho Sachs.

“Pong nghiép cda anh tén gi?”

“Joey. Joey Barzan.”

“Va anh ta co0 kha nang dang & vi trl nao?”

“Chi xuong hét cau thang, ré trdi. Lic ndy cau ta dang lam viéc cach day
dé ba muoi, b6n muwoi lam mét. Pai loai & vi tri phia bén trén la cai khach
san.”

“Lam sao dé quan sat duédi ay?”

“Tham chi khi khong c6 dién, van c6 cac dén chiéu sang bang pin.”

Pin. Tuyét voi.

“Nhung duwdi ay thyc sy t6i. Ching toi luén luén st dung den pin cam
tay.”

“Co cac duong day mang dién dudi 4y khong?”
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“Co, d6 la duwong ham truyeén tai. Cac dwong day ra hién tai khong c6 dién,
nhung cac dvong day khac c6 dien.”

“Chung dugc dé tran a?”

Nguoi cong nhan chép mat ngac nhién. “Dién ap la 130.000 volt. Khéng,
khong phai day tran.”

Trw phi Galt dd boc 16 chung.

Sachs lwdng Iy, roi ra thiét bi phat hién dién ap qua tay nam ctra, khién
nguoi cong nhan Algonquin chiéu &nh mat day to mo. Co6 chang gidi thich gi
vé sang ché do, ma chi vira ra hiéu cho moi nguwdi dang sau vira x6 manh
canh ctra, ban tay dat tren bang sung. Khong co0 ai.

Sachs va hai canh sat bat dau di xuéng nhitng dgt cau thang am u - cam
giac sg hai nhw bi giam ham ngay lap titc xam chiém c6, nhung it nhat & day
cai mui kinh tém cta cao su, da va téc chay ciing do nong nac hon.

Sachs di truedc, hai canh sat khu vue di sau. Co cam chat chiéc chia khoa,
tuy nhién khi ho di dén cho canh ctra mau do, 1a 16i dan xuéng dwong ham, co6
thdy n6 da hé md. Ca ba bon ho nhin nhau. C6 rit sing. Hai ngudi kia rit
sung theo. Co ra hiéu cho hai canh sat khu viec bAm dang sau minh ti¥ ti tién
vé phia trudc, r6i c6 dung vai lang 1€ day canh cira.

Trong khung ctta, c6 dirng lai, nhin xuéng.

Me kiép. Nhitng bac cau thang dan xuéng dwong ham - c6 vé phai cach
hai tang phia bén dwdi - lam bang kim loai. Khong son.

Trai tim Sachs lai dap vap vap.

Néu c6 thé chdng, hdy trdnh xa no.

Néu khong thé thuc hién diéu do, hdy tw bao vé minh.

Néu khong thé tw bdo vé minh, hdy chém dit dau no.

Nhung khong quy tac ky diéu nao ctia Charlie Sommers ap dung dugc &
day.

Sachs toat m6 héi dam dia. Co nhd rang da w6t dan dién t6t hon da kho
nhiéu. Va chang phai Sommers da ndi mo6 hoi c6 mudi khién né dan dién con
tot hon hay sao?

“Tham t&, chi nhin thay gi a?” Mot canh sat thi thao.

“Chi muon t6i xuéng xem khong?” Canh sat thit hai hoi.
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Sachs khong tra 16i ma thi thao lai dang sau, “Pirng so vao bat ci¥ thit gi
bang kim loai.”

“Vang. Tai sao?”

“MGt tram nghin volt ddy. Pay la ly do tai sao.”

“0, phai.”

Sachs chay ao xudng cau thang, c6 phan cho dgi mot tiéng nd khung khiép
keém theo tia Itra dién bung sang chéi 10a. Hét dot cau thang thit nhat, réi hét
dot cau thang thit hai.

Uéc tinh vira xong khong chinh xac. Tong cong cé ba dot cau thang rat
doc.

Khi xuéng dén duéi cling, ho nghe thdy tiéng am am, rén rén. Am thanh
vang dong. Nhiét do cling cao hon bén ngoai téi hai mwoi do va c moi budc
di xuong lai mot néng thém.

Mot tang dia nguc nita.

Puwong ham rong hon Sachs nghi, ngang chirng mot mét tdm, cao chirng
hai mét m6t, nhung tdi tam hon c6 nghi nhiéu. Nhiéu béng den chiéu sang
bang pin da mat. Vé phia tay phdi, c6 chi nhin thay 160 mo vach cudi duong
ham, cach c6 chirng bén mét redi. Khong cé 16i nao cho Galt thoéat ra, cling
chang c6 cho nao cho ga an ndp. Tuy nhién, vé phia tay trai, phia c6 1€ la c6
Joey Barzan, dwong ham chia thanh mot loat nhitng nga ré.

Sachs ra hiéu cho hai canh sat kia bAm dang sau c6, va ho di chuyén téi
nga ré dau tién cua dwong ham. Ho dirng lai tai d6. Co khong nghi Galt van
con hién dién duwdi nay - ga sé chuon cang xa cang tot - nhung c6 lo lang vé
cac cai bay.

Du sao, ciing chi la c¢6 nghi chit chang phai chac chan, rang ga da chudn.
Bai vay, khi quan sat xung quanh nga ré, c6 khom lung va cam san sang khau
Glock, tuy khong dwa n6 vé phia trueéc, Galt c6 thé tir bén canh da vang n6 di
hodc giat mat

Khong co gi.

Sachs nhin xu6ng san bé tong tran nwdc. Nuwdc. Prong nhién.

Chat dan dién rat tot.

Co nhin twong dwong ham chay nhitng sgi cap day mau den.
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NGUY HIEM!Il CAO THE
HAY GOI CHO LIEN HOP BIEN LUC ALGONQUIN TRUGC KHI LAM VIEC

Sachs nhd cau binh luan lic ndy vé dién dp cua nguwoi cong nhan
Algonquin.

“Khéng c6 gi.” C6 thi thao.

Va ra hiéu cho hai canh séat kia bam dang sau, voi va di chuyén. T4t nhién,
cd c6 lo lang cho nguoi cong nhan Algonquin, Joey Barzan, nhung quan
trong hon, c6 hy vong tim thdy cac manh mdi vé viéc Galt da di dau roi. f

Nhung liéu ho c6 tim thay noi khong? Co phan doan nhitng nga ré nay
phai kéo dai nhiéu ddm. Ching han la 16i thoat hoan hdo. Nén dudong ham
bang dat va bé tong, nhung khong hién dau chan nao ré rang. Cac bitc twong
thi day mudi. Co c6 thé mat ngay no qua ngay kia dé thu thap dau vét va rot
cudc chang tim thay ldy mot mdy may manh méi. Co thé..

Mot tiéng sot soat.

Sachs sitng lai. Am thanh kia phat ra tir dau? Liéu c6 ngach phu nao Galt
an nap dugc khong?

MGt trong hai cénh sat gio ban tay 1én. Anh ta chi vao mat minh, ro6i chi vé
phia trwdc. Sachs gat dau, tuy nghi tin hiéu quan sy ay chang thuc sy can
thiét ¢ day.

Nhung bat cit diéu gi khién nguwdi ta cdm thay thodi mai trong nhitng tinh
huéng nhw thé nay...

Mac du vay, lic bdy gio, Sachs ciling chang cam thdy thodi mai may.
Nhitng manh dan kim loai nong chay lai rit veo veo trong tam tri co.

Tuy nhién, c6 khong thé 1ui lai

Thém mot hoi thd sau.

Thém mét cai nhin... Poan dudng ham phia tredc ho van khong cé ai. N6
cling t6i tam hon doan lic ndy. Va Sachs phat hién dugc ly do tai sao: Hau
hét cac bong dén da khong con, nhung cac bong dén nay déu bi dap va.

Mot cdi bay, c6 c6 cam giac ay.

Theo tinh toan cta c6, ho at dang & ngay phia duwéi khach san, khi t&i mot
ch6 ngodt chin mwoi do sang tay phai.
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Sachs lai quan sat nhanh, nhwng Ian nay hau nhw c6 khong thé nhin thay gi
vi bong t6i day dac hon.

ROi lan nita, c6 nghe thdy nhitng tiéng dong.

Mot canh sat khu vure than trong tién dén gan. “La giong n6i?”

Sachs gat dau.

“Gitr ngwoi thap xuong.” Co thi thao.

Ho lom khom vong qua cho ngodt va di chuyén vé phia truéc.

ROi c6 rung minh. Khong phai mot giong n6i. Ma la mot tiéng rén. Mot
tiéng rén tuyét vong. Cia nguoi.

“Pen pin!” Sachs thi thao. La tham t¥, c6 khong deo that lvng giat dung
cy, chi deo sing va cong. Co cam thdy dau diéng khi bi ngudi canh sat dang
sau thic chiéc den pin vao mang swon.

“Xin 16i” Anh ta [am bam.

“Ndm xudng.” Sachs khé khang bdo hai cdnh sat khu vyc. “Nam sap
xuong. Chuan bi tinh than nha dan. Nhwng chi khi toi dwa ra ménh l1énh... tri
phi hdn ha guc t6i truéce.”

Hai canh sat tr ti* nam xudng cai san nhdp nhap, stng chia vé phia cudi
duwong ham.

Sachs ciing chia sing vé phia d6. Canh tay cam den pin gio thang sang
ngang dé tranh cho vi tri hiém yéu trén co thé tré thanh muc tiéu dé dang, co
bam cong tac bat no6 1én, luong anh sang choi 16a roi vao dwong ham toi mit
mung.

Khong cé tiéng sting nd, khéng co tia ltra dién nao.

Nhung Galt da sat hai mot nan nhan nita.

Céach ho do mudi mét, mot cong nhan Algonquin dang nam nghiéng, mom
bi bit bang keo, hai tay bi bugc qudt ra sau. Thai dwong va phia sau tai anh ta
dang chdy mau.

“Pén day nao!”

Hai vién canh sat kia nhém day va ca ba hoi ha di vé phia ngwoi dan ong
ma Sachs do la Joey Barzan. Trong luéng anh sang dén pin, c6 c6 thé nhan ra
dé khong phai la Galt. Ngwoi cong nhan bi thuvong nang va mau chdy lénh
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lang. Khi mot trong hai canh sat voi va buéc t6i dé cam mau, Barzan bat dau
lac dau dién cubng, phat ra nhitng tiéng rén ri phia dwéi miéng bang keo.

Thoat tién, Sachs cho rang anh ta sap chét, con gidy chét khién than minh
anh ta rung giat. Nhung khi tién dén gan hon, c6 nhin vao cap mat md to cua
anh ta, r6i theo anh mat ctaa anh ta nhin xuéng. Anh ta dang khéng nam han
xuong san ma nam trén mot tdm day kiéu nhw teflon hodc nhua.

“Dung lai!” Co hét bao vién canh sat dang vuon téi ctitu ngwoi dan ong.
“Bay day!”

Vién canh sat sitng lai.

Sachs nhd Sommers da néi vdi co rang cac vét thwong va mau khién dién
trd trong co thé gidm di rat nhiéu.

R0i, khong cham vao ngwdi cong nhan, c6 budc vong ra phia sau anh ta.

Hai tay anh ta bi tr6i, phdi. Nhung khong phai bang bang keo hay day
thirng - ma bang day dong dé tran. Sgi day dong nay dugc dau véi mot trong
nhitng duong day trén twong. Co rut thiét bi phat hién dién thé cia Sommers,
huwéng no6 veé phia sgi day xiét xung quanh co tay Barzan.

Pong ho vot 1én dén mudi nghin volt. Trong tredng hgp vién canh sat s&
vao Barzan, dong dién sé phong qua anh ta, r6i phéng qua vién canh sat,
xuong dat, ngay lap titc giét chét ho.

Sachs budc lui lai, tang am lwgng bd dam goi Nancy Simpson, dé chi ta
lién lac v6i Bob Cavanaugh, bdo vi phé cha tich rang 6ng ta can chém dit
dau m6t con mang xa nita.

https://thuviensach.vn



Chuong 39

Ron Pulaski da san s6c cho chiéc may in gap su co ctia Ray Galt khoe tré lai.
Va cau ta dang chop lay nhitng trang gidy néng suc tr6i ra khay.

Chang canh sat tré tu6i héi ha doc ching, tim kiém manh moi vé nhitng
cho ga dan 6ng kia c6 thé hién dién, tong pham cta g, dia diém cua Cong ly
cho... bat c diéu gi c6 thé lam tang thém co hoi ngan chan dwgc ban tay ga.

Tham t& Cooper gti cau ta tin nhan, néi rang ho da that bai trong viéc
ngan chan vu tan cong & mot khach san khu trung tam. Ho van dang lung suc
ga sat tha xung quanh khu virc phd Wall. Liéu Pulaski cé thong tin gi hitu ich
khong?

“Chwa. Nhung t6i hy vong sém c6.” Cau ta gui tin nhan dap lai.

Trong sO tdm trang in con lai, khong c6 gi lién quan tryc tiép tdi viéc tim
kiém va ngan chan ga sat thu. Nhung Pulaski da biét dugc diéu c6 thé hitu
ich: dong co cuaa Raymond Galt.

Mot so trang in nhitng doan Galt da dang trén cac blog hodc cac ban tin
Online. M6t so trang in nhitng nghién cttu y khoa dugc tai vé, c6 cai rat chi
tiét va do cac bac si uy tin viét, c6 cai do cac tay lang bam viét v6i ngén ngi,
giong diéu cua ké theo thuyét am muu.

C6 mot doan do chinh Galt viét, dang trén mot blog chuyén vé cac nguyén
nhan moi trvong gay bénh hiém ngheo.

Cdu chuyén cta t6i la dién hinh cho nhiéu nguoi. Téi tirng lam thg ddt
duwong ddy, roi lam nhdn vién khdc phuc sw c6 (kiéu nhw nhdn vién gidm sdt)
trong nhiéu ndm, tai vai cong ty dién lyc, lam viéc v&i nhitng duong ddy
chuyén ché dong dién hon mét trdm nghin volt. Téi chdc chan dién tir truong
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do nhitng dwong ddy truyen tdi dé tran sdn sinh ra da dan dén cdn bénh madu
trdng ctua minh. Bén canh do, nguoi ta ciing chitng minh duwgc rdng nhirng
duong day dién véon van hut hat aerosol - tdc nhdn dan dén chirng ung thu
phéi va mét s6 chitng ung thw khdc, nhung gidi truyén thong cir ngo lo viéc
nay di.

Chting ta can lam cho cdc cbng ty dién lvc, ma quan trong hon la lam cho
cong chung y thirc dugc moi nguy hiém. Vi cdc cong ty dién lvc sé chdng tu
nguyén thay déi gi, tai sao ho phdi tw nguyén thay doi? Néu coéng chiing
ngung st dung dién, tham chi chi nita mirc hién tai thoi, chiing ta cé thé citu
séng hang nghin nguoi méi ndm va khién ho (cdc cong ty dién lyc) phdi cé
trdch nhiém hon. Ho sé xdy dung cdc cdch tdi dién an toan hon. Boéng thoi
khéng tiép tuc huy hoai Trdi dat nira.

HG&'i cong chuing, chinh cdc ban, chi? chdng phdi ai khdc, can ty gidi quyét
ldy van de!

Raymond Galt

Hoba ra thé ddy. Ga cam thay rang cac cong ty nhw Algonquin da khién ga
bi bénh tat. Va sau khi bién mat, ga dang phan cong. Pulaski biét ga la ké sat
nhan, nhwng cau ta van khéng ngan dwoc déi chut cam théng véi ga. Luc ndy,
chang canh sat da tim thay cac chai regu, hau hét voi it nhat mot ntra, trong
mot 6 ti nha bép. Ca thuoc ngu. Va thudc chéng tram cam. Chang thé bién
minh cho hanh dong giét nguwoi, tuy nhién chét dan chét mon trong don doc
vi can bénh vo6 phwong citu chita ma doéi twgng chiu trach nhiém trwdc cai
chét cua ta lai khong doai hoai gi? O, Pulaski hiéu dwoc ndi tirc gian da bét
nguon tw dau.

Cau ta tiép tuc doc cac trang in, tuy nhién khong thdy thém gi méi: van
nhitng bai viét dao to bda 16n, nhitng nghién cttu y hoc. Tham chi khéong c6
lay mot bitc email dé ho truy theo dia chi, xem liéu c6 thé phat hién ra ban be
cta Galt hay manh méi vé nhitng cho ga qua lai.

Pulaski xem xét cac trang van ban lan nita, nghi vé cai thuyét thong tin
lien lac dam may ky di cua Pho Trudng van phong Tucker McDaniel, tim
kiém nhitng t* ng* ma hoa, nhitng y ti¢ bi mat biét dau da dwoc cai vao. Roi
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cau ta két luan rang minh da lang phi dua thoi gian va bo céc trang in lai. Cau
ta mat may phut dong géi not vat chirng, thu thap dau vét, gan thé bao quan.
Tiép theo, cau ta dat s6 va chup anh toan bo hién truong.

Khi da hoan thanh cong viéc, Pulaski nhin doan hanh lang 16 m¢& t6i dan
dén ctra tredc, cdm giac bat an quay lai. Cau ta bat dau di vé phia ctra, dé y
lan nita rang ca qua ddm cwra lan canh ctta déu bang kim loai. Thé thi sao
chit? Cau ta cau tiét ty hoi. Cach day mot tiéng dong ho, chinh may da md
ctra va vao bén trong ma. Van deo doi gang tay kham nghiém bang cao su,
cau ta ngap ngirng vuon tay day ctra, roi, thd phao nhe nhom, cau ta budc ra
ngoai.

Hai si quan S& Canh sat New York va mot mat vu FBI dang & gan do.
Pulaski gat dau chao.

“Anh co6 nghe n6i khong?” Vién mat vu hoi.

Pulaski dirng lai & ctra can ho, r6i buéc ra xa khoi canh ctra thép. “Vé vu
tan cong ay a? Co. Toi nghe néi han tron thoat. Toi khong biét chi tiét vu
viéc.”

“Han giét chét nam nguwoi. Pang 1€ con nhiéu ngwoi thiét mang hon,
nhung nhd cong sy ctia anh day!”

“Cong sy cua t6i?”

“Co tham tt. Amelia Sachs. Nhiéu truong hgp bi thwong lam. Béng do
ba.”

Pulaski lic dau. “Ac nghiét qua. Van cach thitc ay a, tao ho quang dién?”

“Toi khong biét. Tuy nhién, han lam ngudi ta bi dién giat. Toi chi nghe
duoc co thée.”

“Lay Chuia.” Pulaski nhin xung quanh con phd. Cau ta chwa bao gio dé y
mot toa chung cu dién hinh thi c6 chirtng nao cac chi tiét kim loai. Cam giac
sg s6n gai 6c xam chiém cau ta. Duong nhw dau dau cling cé cac coc, cot,
chdn song kim loai. Cau thang thoat hiém khi héa hoan, ctra 1at thong khi,
nhitng dwong 6ng kim loai chay xudng dat, cac tdm kim loai che buong cau
thang may nam chim dwdi via hé. Moi mot vat déu c6 thé dwoc dau noi véi
dong dién du dé truyén thang sang nguwodi ta hoac nd tung thanh con mua
manh trai pha.
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Giét chét ndm nguoi...

Bong do ba...

“Anh khong sao chir?”

Pulaski bat giac bat cuoi. “Khong sao.” Cau ta mudn giai thich noi sg cua
minh, nhung tat nhién cau ta khéng gidi thich gi ca. “Cé manh moi nao vé
Galt khong?”

“Khong. Han da tron thoat.”

“0, t6i phai mang nhitng thit ndy vé cho Lincoln Rhyme.”

“Co phat hién dugc gi khong?”

“Co6. Chac chan Galt la tha pham. Nhung t6i khong thé phat hién dugc gi
vé noi han dang lan trén. Hay ké hoach ti€p theo day ctia han.”

Vién mat vu FBI hoi, “Ai sé ddm nhan nhiém vu ngoai tuyén?” Anh ta hat
dau chi can ho. “Anh muon dé lai vai ngudi cia anh khéng?”

Cau hoi chita duwng ham y rang doi mat vu hét sitc san sang tham gia cudc
kham xét nhung vi Galt khong c6 mat tai day va c6 1€ sé khong trg ve - ga
han phai biét qua cac phuwong tién truyén thong viéc minh da bi nhan dién -
ho khéng mudn mat cong dé ngudi cuaa ho lai.

“Po khong thugc trach nhiém cua t0i.” Chang canh sat tré noi. Cau ta lién
lac b6 dam vd6i Lon Sellitto va bao cao nhitng gi minh da phat hién dugc.
Vién trung Uy sé bo tri hai canh sat dwéi quyén & lai theo déi can hg, mot
cach bi mat, cho téi Iic cé dbi ngoai tuyén chinh thitc, chang qua phong
trong hop Galt van c6 gang 1én ve.

Roi Pulaski bwéc vong qua goc pho, ré vao con hém vang tanh vang ngat
dang sau toa nha. Cau ta bat cop xe va cat s6 tang chirng.

Cau ta dong sap cop xe lai, lo lang nhin xung quanh.

Toan kim loai, t& phia la kim loai.

Me kiép, dirng nghi vé diéu do nita nao! Pulaski ng6i vao ghé 14i, cam chia
khoa dién vao 6. Ro6i cau ta do dy. Chiéc xe da do ¢ day, sau bén trong con
hém, tir can hd kia khong thé trong thdy duwgc, dé nhd Galt tré vé sé khong
phat hién ra. Néu thu pham van con nhén nho bén ngoai, liéu c6 kha nang ga
da trd vé va bo tri mot kiéu bay gi dé trén chiéc xe cta Pulaski khong?

Khong, hoang duong qua.
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Pulaski cau may. Cau ta cai so lui cho xe.

Dién thoai reo chuong. Cau ta liéc mat qua man hinh. 6 la vg cau ta,
Jenny, goi. Cau ta can nhac. Thoi, cau ta sé goi cho c6 sau. Cau ta day chiéc
dién thoai ra.

Liéc mat qua ctra s6 xe, Pulaski trong thay bang phan phoi dién bén hong
mot tda nha, ba sgi day dién 16n xudt phat twr do.

Rung minh, cdu ta xoay chia khoa dién. B6 dé phat ra tiéng rit rat to khi
dong co xe von dang chay r6i. Hai hung, dinh ninh rang minh bi dién giat,
chang canh sét tré tim lay tay nam ctta xe, day manh. Ban chan cdu ta tudt
khoi chan phanh, dap vao chan ga. Chiéc Crown Victoria vit vé dang sau,
banh xe troi tréen duong. Cau ta dap chan phanh.

Nhung khong kip véi mot tiéng huych manh kém mot tiéng thét, Pulaski
thoang thdy mot nguwdi dan 6ng trung nién lic dy dang di ti bén nay sang bén
kia con hém, day chiéc xe xép day thuwc pham va do dung gia dinh. Nguwoi
dan ong vang vao twong, roi do dp xuéng mat con hém rai soéi, mau tir dau
tudn ra xoi xa.
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Chuong 40

Amelia Sachs dang danh gia tinh trang ctia Joey Barzan. “Anh cdm thay thé
nao?”

“Vang. T6i nghi thé.”

C0 khong chac chan cau tra 161 dy c6 nghia gi va theo c6 chinh anh ta ciing
khong biét. Co liéc nhin nhan vién cap cttu y té dang ctui xuong kham cho
Barzan. Ho van & trong duwong ham bén duwéi khach san Cong vién Bettery.

“Bi choang, mat mau.” Anh ta quay sang bénh nhan dang run ray ngoi dwa
vao twong. “Anh sé khoe lai thoi.”

Bob Cavanaugh da c6 gang lan tim ra nguon dién va dong dwong day ma
Galt str dung cho cai bay. Bang thiét bi phat hién dién ap cia Sommers, Sachs
khang dinh dugc rang ngudi ta da ngat nguon dién, va nhanh chéng - hét strc
nhanh choéng - go sgi day dau néi véi duong day cap dién ra.

“Pa co chuyen gi?”

“DP6 la Ray Galt. T6i phat hién ra han duwdi nay. Han danh t6i bat tinh bang
sao thao tac. Khi t6i tinh lai, han tréi t6i va ddu day tréi véi dwong dién. Lay
Chda. 6 la duwong day sau muoi nghin volt, duwong day cap dién cho tau dién
ngam. Néu chi cham vao t6i, néu t6i lan nghiéng thém dam bay centimet...
Lay Chua.” Ro6i anh ta chép chép mat. “T6i nghe thay tiéng coi hu trén pho.
Cai mui khét do. ba xay ra chuyén gi?”

“Galt dan dién vao khach san ngay bén canh day.”

“Troi dat, khong. Co ai bi thwong khong?”

“C6. Nhung t6i chwa nam thong tin cu thé. Galt da di dau?”

“Toi khong biét. Luc dy t6i khong biét gi ca. Néu han khong roi khoi day
theo 16i trrong cao dang, thi han phai roi khoi day theo 16i kia, qua dwong
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ham.” Barzan hwéng anh mat sang bén canh. “C6 v0 so 16i thong sang cac
dwong ham va nha chd tau dién ngam.”

Sachs héi, “Han cé néi gi khong?”

“Hau nhw khong.”

“Anh gdp han & cho6 nao?”

“Chinh ch6 nay.” Barzan chi ra cach ddy do ba mét. “Chi c6 thé trong thay
vi tri han dau n6i vao duong day. Han st dung loai hop gi d6. Toi chua trong
thdy bao gio. Lic ay, han dang quan sat cong truong xay dung va khach san
trén may tinh cia han. Kiéu nhw né dwoc két néi véi mot camera an ninh.”

Sachs ditng 1én, xem xét sgi cap, cung nhan hiéu Bennington giong sgi
cap ¢ diém do xe buyt ngay hom qua. Chang con dau vét gi cua may tinh hay
sao thao tac, thit cong cu ma c6 nhd Sommers da mo ta - mot chiéc sao bang
sgi thuy tinh dé lam viéc trén nhitng dudng day mang dién.

Ro6i Barzan ndi khe khé, “Ly do duy nhat ma gio t6i van con song la han
muon st dung t6i dé sat hai moi nguwdi, phai khong? Han mudn ngan chan
viéc truy dudi han.”

“Phai.”

“Thang ché dé. Va han la mot trong s6 ching t6i. Tho dat dwong day va
nhan vién khac phuc sy ¢6 luén ludén gan bé vdi nhau. Chi biét day, kiéu nhw
tinh anh em. Chting t6i phai thé. Vi dién hét sitc nguy hiém.” Barzan phan no
tredc hanh dong boi phan.

Sachs lat qua 14t lai ban tay, canh tay, cang chan nguwdi cong nhan tim
kiém dau vét, roi c6 gat dau bao cac nhan vién y té, “Anh ta di dugc r6i.” Co
dwa Barzan danh thiép, hen néu nghi ra bat ctt diéu gi thi hdy goi cho c6. Mot
nhan vién y té lién lac qua bo dam véi dong nghiép ctia minh, thong bao rang
hién treong da dwoc kiém tra an ninh xong, ho c6 thé mang cang xuodng
dwong ham khiéng nguwdi cong nhan 1én mat dat. Barzan lai dwa vao vach
dwong ham, nham mat.

Sachs lién lac v&i Nancy Simpson, thuat lai chuyén xay ra. “Hay diéu lyc
lwgng Phan (tng nhanh xu6ng cac dwong ham ctia Algonquin trong ban kinh
khodng tdm tram mét xung quanh ddy. Va ca cac duwong ham tau dién ngam
ntta.”
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“Pugc r6i, Amelia. C gitt may nhé.” Mot 1at, Simpson néi, “Pang trién
khai quan r6i.”

“Nhan ching tir khach san thi thé nao?”

“T6i van dang kiém tra.”

Mat Sachs da quen hon vdi bong t6i. C6 nheo nheo nhin. “T6i sé goi lai
cho chi, Nancy. Tb6i trong thiy cai nay.”

Co0 di chuyén doc theo dwong ham, vé phia Barzan nghi rang Galt da tau
thoat

Céach day do chin mét, trong mdt hoc twong co lwdi sat chan dang trudc,
Sachs phat hién ra bd dong phuc quan yém mau xanh lam tham cua
Algonquin, mii bao ho va ti dwng dung cu. Lic nay, co da bat gap anh mau
vang lée 1én ti* chiéc mii bao ho. Galt tat nhién biét moi nguwoi dang tim kiém
gd, vi thé ga da cdi bé bo dong phuc, gidu ¢ day cung chiéc tdi dwng dung cu.

Co0 goi lai cho Simpson, bao chi ta lien lac v6i Bo Hauman va Don vi
Phén ng nhanh, thong bao dé ho biét rang Galt sé stt dung trang phuc khac.
R6i c6 deo gang tay cao su, vieon ra dinh 16i 1dy vat chitng tir dang sau tam
lwéi sat.

Nhung co ngay lap tirc dung lai.

Bdy giod, c6 phdi nho rdng tham chi néu c6 nghi la c6 dang trdnh xa né, c6
van co thé gap nguy hiém.

Nhitng 10i cia Sommers am vang trong dau Sachs. Co rut thiét bi phat
hién dién ap, quét qua bo do nghé.

Kim déng ho vot 1én dén sau tram linh ba volt.

Thé hon hén, Sachs nham mat lai, cdm thdy doi chan chang con ti stic lyc
nao. Co quan sat than trong hon, va tréng thay sgi day dién. N6 chay tir phan
lwdi sat chon chim duwéi dat téi 6ng dan day nam dang trudc s6 vat ching. Co
sé phai dong dén cai 6ng mdi 16i dugc cac thit ra. Vé nguyén tac, dién da cat
trong duong ham nay, day cé 1€ la nguon dién co 1ap hodc nguon dién du
phong, néu c6 nhé chinh xac nhitng gi Sommers noi lic trude.

Cuong dé dong dién bang nao thi giét chét dugc nguoi ta?

Mét phan muoi ampe.
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Sachs quay lai cho Barzan. Anh ta 16 do nhin c6, cai dau bang bé van dya
vao vach duong ham.

“To6i can giap do. Toi can thu thap vat chitng, nhung mot trong nhitng
dwong day & day van dang con dién.”

“Duong day nao?”

“Trén kia. Sau tram volt. Han n6i n6 vao mét 6ng dan day.”

“Sau tram? Do 1a dong dién mot chiéu, cap ngugc ra tit dwong ray thi ba
cta hé thong tau dién ngam. Kia, chi c6 thé st dung sao thao tac cua t6i. Chi
trong thdy n6 chi?” Barzan chi. “Va gang tay cuta to6i. T6t nhat la chay mot
day khac tir ong dan day xudng dat. Chi biét cach khong?”

“Khong!”

“T6i khong du stre gitip do chi, xin 16i!”

“Khong sao. Hay bao tdi cach st dung sao thao tac. Sachs deo gang tay
ciia Bazan ra ngoai gang tay cao suva cam lay chiéc gdy dugc boc cau su
dang dau. N6 mang lai cho co sy tu tin, tuy khong nhiéu.

“Hay ding 1én tdm 16t cao su va 16i lan lwot tirng thit chi trong thay ra
ngoai. Sé khong van dé gi dau... D€ an toan, hay lam bang moét tay. Tay
phai.”

Khodng cdch xa tim nhat.

N6 dap dién cuong trong lic Sachs buéc vé phia héc twong, trai tam 16t
teflon xudng va bat dau twr tr 16i vat ching ra.

Tuy nhién, dau 6c co6 lai hién 1én than thé nat bwom ctia Luis Martin, hién
1én nhitng con nguwdi rung ban bat di vao cai chét ¢ sanh khach san.

CO cam ghét bi mat tap trung.

Co cam ghét viéc phai chién dau vdi mot ké thu khong trong thdy mat.

Nin thé - tuy co6 khong biét lai sao - c6 16i bo dong phuc quan yém va
chiéc mii bao ho ra. R6i t6i tdi dung dung cu. Chit R, Calt dwgce viét bang bt
da trén 16p vai bat.

Trat mot hoi thé dai nhe nhom.

Sau khi cat cac vat chitng dé vao tui, Sachs goi dién cho Rhyme cap nhat
tinh hinh,
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“Sachs, hdy tré vé cang sém cang tot. Chung ta can xem xét vat chitng
de,”

“Ron phat hién dugc diéu gi chwa?”

“Theo Lon, khong cé gi dang cht y ca. Hrm. Chang biét tinh hinh ra sao.
Té&i Idc nay cau ta dang 1€ phai & day r6i.” Rhyme 1o rang dang sot rudt.

“Chi may phut th6i. Em muo6n gdp nhan chitng. C6 vé la mét nguwoi dang
an trua thi trong thdy Galt. Em hy vong 0ng ta cung cap dwgc cho ching ta
thong tin gi do6 cu thé.”

Ho két thic lién lac va Sachs quay 1én mat dat, gdp Nancy Simpson. Nit
tham ti* nay dang & sanh khach san, Itic bdy gio hau nhue vang tanh vang ngat.
Sachs da dgm bwdc vé phia mot trong s6 cac ctta xoay khong bi canh sat dan
niém phong, nhung réi dirng lai. Co quay di, tréo qua ctta s6 v& kinh.

Guong madt trong rong cia Simpson cho thdy chi ta van con choang vang.
“Vira trao doi vdi Bo. Khong phat hién dugce Galt thoat khoi duwong ham &
dau. Mat dién, han han c¥ cudc bd xudi theo tuyén tau dién ngam vé phia pho
Canal, bién mat vao Chinatown théi. Chang ai biét gi ca.”

Sachs nhin nhitng vét mau, nhitng vét sém den trén san da cam thach, xac
dinh vi tri lic trede cta cac nan nhan.

“Con s0 cudi cung?”

“Nam nguoi chét, c6 vé la muwdi mot nguwoi bi thuwong, tat cd déu nang.
Hau hét béng do6 ba.”

“Chi cho ra soat khu vyc nay chwa?”

“Roi. Nhung chang ai trong thay gi cd. Hau hét khach ¢ day déu bién mat.
Ho tham chi kh6ng thém lam tha tuc trd phong.” Simpson n6i thém rang ho
bd chay tan loan ciing vg chong, con cai, cong su, do 1é. Nhan vién khach san
khong lam gi dé ngan can ca. Dudng nhw nita s6 nhan vién ciing da bé chay.

“Nhan chitng cua chung ta thi sao?”

“T6i dang cd gang tim kiém ong ta. T6i gdp dugc mot s6 ngwoi lic do 6ng
ta dang an trwva cung. Ho bdo 6ng ta trong thdy Galt. Vi thé t6i thuc sy rat
muon tim thay ong ta.”

“Ong ta 13 ai?”
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“Ong ta tén 1a Sam Vetter. Tir Scottsdale dén day vi cong chuyén. Lan dau
tién dén day.”

Mot canh sat khu vire di ngang qua. “Xin 10i, t6i nghe chi nhac tdi cai tén
Vetter?”

“Phai Sam Vetter.”

“Ong ay da di dén chd t6i ¢ sanh. Bao ring c6 thong tin gi d6 vé Galt.”

“Ong ta dang & dau?”

“Qi, chi chwa biét 4?” Vién canh sat néi. “Ong dy 1a mot trong s6 cac nan
nhan. Pa budc vao cai cira xoay ay. Ong ay chét roi!”
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Chuong 41

Amelia Sachs mang tang chitng tré vé nha.

Rhyme nheo nheo mat khi ¢6 nhanh nhen buéc vao.

Theo chan c6 la cai mui kinh tdm. Mui toc chay, cao su chay, thit chay.
Mot sO nguoi khuyét tat cho rang vi khuyét tat ma ho c6 khitu gidc nhay bén
hon. Rhyme khong chac chan vé diéu nay, nhung trong bat c tredng hop nao
anh ciing khong gdp van dé gi khi phat hién nhitng mui kho chiu.

Anh xem xét s0 vat chitng ma Sachs va mot k¥ thuat vién tir Queens day
vao. Noi khao khat giai dap cac bi an xam chiém anh. Trong liic Sachs va
Cooper bay vat chitng ra, Rhyme hoi, “Pon vi Phan ng nhanh cé tim thay
noi Galt thoat ra khoi dwong ham khong?”

“Khong mot dau hiéu nao. Hoan toan khong.” Sachs nhin xung quanh.
“Ron dau?”

Rhyme néi rang chang canh sat tré van chwa tré vé. “Anh goi dién, nhan
tin. Khong thay cau ta ho he gi. Piéu cudi cung cau ta noéi la da phat hién
duwgc dong co cta Galt, nhung chwa di vao chi tiét... Thé nao, Sachs?”

Rhyme bat gdp c6 nhin dam dam ra ngoai ctra s, nét mat lang phac.

“Em da sai lam, Rhyme a. Em da lang phi thoi gian so tdn c6ng truong
xay dung va hoan toan bé qua muc tiéu thyce sy.”

Sachs giai thich chinh Bob Cavanaugh xac dinh dwgc muc tieu la khach
san. Co thd dai. “Néu em tuw duy chinh xac hon, em da c6 thé citu ho.” Co
budc téi tdm bang trang va &n manh but viét “Khach san Cong vién Bettery”
bén trén cung, va ngay bén dudi doé la tén cac nan nhan thiét mang, co vé la
mot d6i vg chong, mot doanh nhan dén tir Scottsdale, Arizona, mot nit phuc
vu ban va mot gidm doc quang cado dén tir nudc Pic.
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“S6 nan nhan thiét mang c6 thé con cao hon nita. Anh nghe néi em da pha
vO cita s6 dé dua moi nguwdi ra.”

Sachs nhun vai dap lai.

Rhyme cdm thay cum ti* “néu (thé nay hay thé khac) thi sao” khong déng
vai tro gi trong cong viéc cua cac nhan vién canh sat. Ngwoi ta chi lam hét
sttc minh, hanh dong theo hwéng mang lai thanh cong cao nhat.

Tuy nhién, anh cling c6 tam trang giong Sachs, tic t6i vi, mac du ho da
chay dua véi thoi gian, va da suy luan chinh xac khu vyc bi tan cong, ho
khong nhitng da khong cttu dugce cac nan nhan ma con bé mat co hoi tém co
Galt.

Nhung anh khong cam thdy xdo ddo nhw c6. Du c6 bao nhiéu nguwdi mac
sai lam va ho dang trach t6i mic nao di chang nita, Sachs van luon luon
nghiém khac nhat d6i v6i chinh ban than minh. Ké ra, anh c6 thé bao c6 rang
chéac chan sé con nhiéu nguoi thiét mang hon néu c6 khong & do, rang Galt
bay gio biét ga da bi nhan dién va suyt nita bi thua trong cudc dau tri. Rat cé
thé ga sé tir bo tat ca cac vu tan cong. Tuy nhién, ndi nhitng diéu nay vGi co
chang khac gi mot su ha ¢, néu nhitng diéu nay ma danh cho anh, anh tham
chi chang théem nghe 4y chi.

Ngoai ra, sy that phii phang la, phai, thu pham da trén thoat vi ho da sai
lam.

Sachs tiép tuc bay s6 vat chitng 1én chiéc ban kham nghiém,

Guong mat c¢o xanh xao hon binh thuwong. Co trang diém hét sitc nhe, va
Rhyme nhan ra rang hién tredng vu an lan nay ciing c6 tac dong manh téi co.
Vu chiéc xe buyt da khién ¢6 kinh hoang - chit kinh hoang van con vieong
trong anh mat. Nhung day lai la mot noi kinh hoang khac, dv am cuaa viéc
chitng kién nhitng con ngudi chét theo nhitng cach that khing khiép. “Ho
dang... giong nhw ho dang nhdy mua trong lic chét ay, Rhyme.” C6 da mo6 ta
cho anh.

Sachs mang vé bo dong phuc quan yém ctia Algonquin, mii bdo ho, tui
dung dung cu, mot sgi cap cd 16n, y hét sgi cap Galt st dung tao ra hé quang
dién sang hom qua. Ngoai ra, con vai tdi thu dau vét. Mot vat nita dwng trong
tii nhya day: thiét bi ddu noi sgi cap vdi dwong day chinh, khac thiét bi Galt
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st dung tai tram dién Algonquin trén pho Nam muoi bay, co giai thich. Tai
tram dién, ga st dung bu 16ng c6 chot ham, nhwng dwdi dwong ham lai 1a mot
hop nhya, 6 cudn sach bia cing.

Cooper quét kiém tra xem c6 chat né khong, r6i mé no ra. “Trong co vé tu
ché, tuy nhién t6i khong biét n6 la gi.”

Sachs noi, “Chung ta hay hoi Charlie Sommers.”

Trong nam phut, ho da c6 cudoc dam thoai héi nghi vGi nha sang ché cua
Algonquin. Sachs mo ta vu tdn cong tai khach san.

“To6i khong biét né kinh khung téi mitc dy.” Sommers néi khé khang.

Rhyme néi, “Cam on 16i khuyén ctua anh lic truéc, vé viéc han sé dung
dién nhw han da thuc hién doé, thay cho mot vu n6 ho quang thi hai.”

“Tuy nhién, chang gitp d& dugc gi may!” Nguwoi dan 6ng 1am bam.

“Anh c6 thé xem xét chiéc hop ching toi thu gitt day khéng?” Sachs hoi.
“N6 noi duong day cua Algonquin v6i dwong day han cho chay vao khach
san.”

“Téat nhién r6i.”

Cooper gtti Sommers lién két mang d€ md& mot video, réi quét chiéc
camera d6 nét cao khap trong long hop.

“Thay r6i. D€ toi quan sat chut... Pwa lai phia bén kia di... Hay day.
Khoéng phai san pham thwong mai. Pugc lam bang tay.”

“DP0i voi ching toi thi c6 vé vay.” Rhyme néi.

“T6i chwa bao gio trong thiy cai gi nhuw thé. Chwa bao gio trong thay cai
hép nay. N6 la bang phan phoi, thuat nglt ching t6i dung dé goi bo chuyén
mach & cac tram dién va trén hé théng truyén téi.”

“Chi c6 chitc nang dong cat dién?”

“Vang. Giong nhw cong tac trén twong, ngoai viéc n6 dé dang chiu dugc
dén mot tram nghin volt. Bén trong c6 mot quat gié, mot solenoid, mot bod
ti€p nhan tin hiéu. Diéu khién tr xa.”

“Vay, han da dau noéi cac day khong can thay doi dong dién, roi khi da &
cho khac an toan thi méi bam cong tac. Andi Jessen n6i han c6 1é sé thir mot
cai gi do dai loai vay.”
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“Chi ay néi a? Him. Hay day.” Ro6i Sommers bo sung thém, “Nhung t6i
khong nghi an toan la van dé dau. Moi nhan vién khac phuc sy c6 déu biét
cach dau noi day an toan. Han lam nhuw thé nay vi 1y do khac.”

Rhyme hiéu. “Dg€ tinh toan thoi diém tan cong, han sé déng dién khi co
nhiéu nan nhan nhat.”

“Phai, t6i nghi do la 1y do.”

Sachs no6i thém, “MG6t trong hai cong nhan bat gap han bao rang han lic ay
dang quan sat hién truong trén laptop ctia minh, n6 cé 1€ dugc két ndi vai mot
camera an ninh gan ddy. Tuy nhién, t6i khong phat hién dwgc han két no6i &
cho nao.”

“Co thé do 1a ly do han bdm cong tac sém mdy phut,” Rhyme tiép 10i.
“Han da c6 co hdi tdn cong vao nhiéu nan nhan nhat, va han biét dau sao
Algonquin ciling khong chap nhan yéu sach cua han.”

Giong Sommers thé hién rang anh ta bi gdy an twgng, “Han qua la tai tinh.
MGt san pham thong minh. Thiét bi chuyén mach do6 c6 vé don gian, nhung
viéc ché tao ra né kho khan hon céc vi twéng. Luc dién tir trong nhitng duong
day chg dién 4p cao nhw thé rat 16n, va han phai che chan cho cac linh kién
dién tir. Han thong minh day. Diéu nay, theo to6i, la tin xau.”

“Han c6 thé 1y cac bo phan ay & dau, solenoid, b0 tiép nhan tin hiéu, quat
gin?”

“O bat ¢ ctra hidu nao trong s6 mot trim ctra hiéu ban do dién t xung
quanh day. Hai tram dy chit... C6 s6 sé-ri khong?”

Cooper kiém tra ky lvdng. “Khéng. Chi c6 s6 model, thé thoi.”

“Vay cac vi khong may man r6i.”

Rhyme va Sachs cam on Sommers. Ho két thic cudc goi.

Sachs cung Cooper xem xét bd dung cu cia Galt, bo dong phuc quan yém
cta Algonquin va chiéc mii bado ho. Khong ghi chd, khong ban d6, khong co
gi chi ra noi ga c6 thé dang an nau hay tiép theo ga c6 thé sé nham vao muc
tiéu nao. Piéu ay chang lam ho ngac nhién vi Galt da c6 y vt lai moi thit va
biét ching thé nao cting bi phat hién.

Tham t Gretchen Sahloff, tt tru s Pon vi Kham nghiém Hién truong, da
thu cdc mau van tay ctia Galt dé lai tai van phong va dau an chi ngén cai
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trong ho so do bo phan Nhan sy Algonquin gitt. Cooper xem xét toan bd vat
chitng, so sanh v6i cadc mau van tay nay. Anh ta chi phat hién ra van tay cta
Galt. Rhyme cam thay that vong. Néu ho phat hién ra mau van tay khac nita,
né co thé dwa ho téi véi maot chién hitu cia Galt, mot ké tong pham, hodc mot
ké nao ddy thuoc nhém Cong ly cho, néu nhém dé cé dinh dang dén nhitng
vu tan cong.

Rhyme ciing dé y thay chiéc cwa kim loai va chiéc kéo cat bu 16ng khong
c6 trong tdi, nhung diéu nay khong khién anh ngac nhién. Pay la bd dung cu
cam tay c@ bé hon.

Tuy nhién, c6 chiéc co 18, va né tao ra dau vét hoan toan gidng vdi dau vét
dé lai trén nhitng chiéc bu l6ng & tram dién pho Nam muoi bay.

Nhom kham nghiém hién treong vu hoa hoan tai tram dién khu Harlem
t¢i. Ho hau nhu khong thu thap dwgc chitng ¢t gi. Galt da st dung mot chai
chdy don gian - mot chai thay tinh d6 day xang, nit lai bang mot miéng gié.
Galt da ném n6 vao ctra s6 c6 chan song nhung khong déng, xang chay chay
vao bén trong, lam vat liéu cach dién bang cao su va nhya bén Itvra. Chiéc chai
von la chai ruvgu vang - khong c6 nap xody - duwgc san xudt tai mot nha may
thuy tinh van cung cap san pham cho hang chuc hang regu vang, hang nay lai
cung cap san pham cho hang nghin ctta hiéu ban 1é. Nhan trén chai da bi bot
ra vi w6t. Khong thé truy nguyén.

Xang cua hang BP, loai thuong, con miéng gié duge xé ra tir mot chiéc ao
phong. Khong thé lan tim theo bat i thit gi dé t6i mot dia diém cu thé tuy
chiéc gitia dudi chuot tim thay trong tdi dung dung cu ctia Galt bam bui thay
tinh, cé thé c6 lién quan dén céi chai - n6 da bi gifia ngang ra, ddm bao v& khi
Vva vao ctra so.

Ca bén trong lan bén ngoai tram dién déu khong c6 camera an ninh.

MGt tiéng go cira vang lén.

Thom di ra md cwa va lat sau Ron Pulaski bwéc vao, v6i nhitng ching ctr
cau ta thu thap dwoc & can ho cia Galt, diy may két nhyra von dung dung sita,
chiéc kéo cat bu 16ng, cwa kim loai, d6i giay cao co.

Cha, rot cudc, Rhyme nghi, burc boi vi sy cham tré, tuy nhién ciing hai
long thdy so chitng cit da ve.
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Khong mim cwdi, Pulaski chang nhin ai trong ltic xép cac thi¢ 1én ban. R6i
Rhyme dé y thdy ban tay anh ta run ban bat.

“Cau tan binh, cau khong sao chi?”

Chang trai tré, quay luwng lai véi moi nguwdi, ngirng xép cac thi, nhin
xuong, hai ban tay dat 1én trén ban treéc mat minh. Ro6i cau ta xoay lai. Hit
mot hoi. “Pa co tai nan ¢ hién truong. Toi dam xe vao mot nguwoi. Mot nguoi
v t9i, chi tinh c& c6 mit tai d6. Ong ta dang hon mé. Ho nghi dng ta chic

chét mat.”
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Chuong 42

Chang canh sat tré ké cho ho nghe sy viéc da xay ra.

“Luc ay, t6i hoan toan khong nghi gi cd. Hodc c6 thé t6i nghi qua nhiéu.
Toi cang thang. To6i lo lang rang Galt biét dau da tiép can dugc xe cda toi,
giang mot cai bay hay gi do.”

“Han c6 thé thyc hién bang cach nao?” Rhyme hoi.

“To6i khong biét.” Pulaski xtic dong ndi. “T6i quén minh dd né may xe.
Toi lai xoay chia khéa va cai am thanh do6... 6i, n6 khién t6i hot hodng. Toi
cho rang t6i da bi tuot chan khoi ban dap phanh.”

“Ong ta la ai?”

“Mot ngudi nao day thoi. Tén la Palmer. Lam ca dém tai mot cong ty van
chuyén hang héa bing xe tai. Ong ta dang di tit vé tit ctra hiéu thuc pham...
Toi dam ong ta kha manh.”

Rhyme nghi vé chan thvong ¢ dau ma chinh ban than Pulaski tirng phai
chiu dyng. Cau ta sé gap rac roi véi cai thyc té la sw bat can cda ciu ta bay
gio gay chan thuong nghiém trong cho mét ngwoi khac.

“Co quan Noi vu sé noi chuyén vdi toi. Ho bao thanh pho c6 16 sé bi kién.
Ho béo t6i hay lién hé véi Hiép hoi Canh sat twong than thu xép mot luat su.
T6i...” Pulaski nghen 16i. Cudi cung, cdu ta nhac lai hoi c6 chut 1én dong,
“Chan toi tudt khoi ban dap phanh. Toi tham chi khong nhé treée do da cai
sO xe va nd may.”

“Thoi, cau tan binh, du co6 trach méc ban than hay khong, can ban la cai
tay Palmer d6 chang déng vai tro gi trong vu Galt nay, ding chit?”

“Vang.”
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“Vay hdy quay lai gidi quyét sau may tiéng dong ho nita.” Rhyme noi dit
khoat.

“Vang, thua sép. To6i sé dé day da. Toi xin 16i.”

“Thé, cau phat hién dugc nhitng gi?”

Pulaski trinh bay vé nhitng trang van ban cau ta da c6 gang 106i ra tir may
in cia Galt. Rhyme khen nggi cau ta vé viéc do6 - mét sy dong vién an i -
nhung chang canh sat tham chi cé vé khong dé lot tai. Pulaski tiép tuc, giai
thich vé chitng ung thu cia Galt va cac duwong dién cao thé.

“Tra thu.” Rhyme tram ngam noi. “Mot dong co qua quen thudc. Khong
thudc s6 nhitng dong co wa thich cta anh. La ctia em sao?” Anh liéc mat qua
Sachs.

“Khong,” co nghiem tiac dap. “Nhitng dong co ctia em la thoi tham lam, sy
thém khat. Tra thu thong thwong la mot biéu hién cua roi loan nhan cach
chéng xa hoi. Nhung treong hop nay cé thé & mirc do cao hon tra thu, Rhyme
a. La thu yéu sach cho thdy han dang thyc hién tuyén truyén van dong. Citu
vot moi ngwdi khéi tadc hai ctia cai cong ty nang lwong xau xa. Mot kiéu
cuong tin. Va em van nghi ching ta c6 1€ sé phat hién dugc mot moi lién hé
v6i khung bo.”

Tuy nhién, ngoai dong co va nhitng chitng ctt budc Galt vao vdi hién
trrong cac vu tan cong, Pulaski khong tim thdy gi goi y vé dia diém an nau
hién tai hay dia diém tdn cong tiép theo cia ga. Piéu nay dang thit vong
nhung chang lam Rhyme ngac nhién, cac vu tdn cong rd rang, va lén ké
hoach chu déo va Galt s@ hitu tri thong minh. Ngay tir dau ga da biét rd danh
tinh ctia ga c6 thé sé bi 19, han ga da thu xép san sang dia diém an ndu roi.

Rhyme tim trong danh ba, goi mét s6 dién thoai,

“Van phong Audi Jessen nghe day!” Cai giong mét moi phat ra qua
speakerphone.

Rhyme ty gi6i thiéu minh va mot 1at sau duwgc két n6i véi nit CEO cua
cong ty dién lwc. Chi ta néi, “T6i vira trao doi véi Gary Noble va mat vu
McDaniel r6i, thdy bdo c6 ndm nguwdi thiét mang. Va nhiéu ngudi hon thé
dang diéu tri trong bénh vién.”

“Pung vay!”
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“Toi lay lam ti€c vo cung. That khing khiép qua. T6i dang xem xét ho so
nhan sy ctia Ray Galt. Ngay bay gid, phia trudc toi day la anh han. Han trong
khong c6 vé thudc hang nguwdi san sang lam mot viéc nhw thé nay.”

“Bon ching c6 bao gio trong giong sat nhan dau.”

Rhyme gidi thich, “Han dinh ninh rang han mac chitng ung thw vi lam viéc
v0i cac duong dién.”

“DPé la ly do han dang xt sy nhu thé nay sao?”

“Co6 vé. Han dang tuyén truyén van dong. Han nghi lam viéc véi céac
dwong dién cao thé 1a rat rai ro.”

Jessen thd dai, “Chuing t6i dang c6 dam bay don kién vé van dé nay. Cap
cao thé tao ra dién tr truong. Chat cach dién va twong xay che chan duwgc
dién trvong, nhung khong che chan dugc tir truong. C6 nhitng y kién cho
rang no6 co6 thé dan dén bénh mau trang.”

Poc céc trang van ban 14y tir may in cua Galt, ltic bay gio da dugc scan va
chiéu Ién man hinh treéc mat anh, Rhyme noéi, “Han ciing dé cap t6i viéc
dwong day cao thé von van hut cac loai bui c6 thé gay ung thw phoi.”

“Nguoi ta chea hé chitng minh duwgc diéu nay. T6i nghi ngd né. Toi nghi
ngo ca can bénh mau trang kia nita.”

“Cha, Galt lai khong nghi ngo!”

“Han muo6n chung t6i lam gi?”

“T6i nghi ching ta sé khong biét dugc, chirng nao ma han chwa gui cho
chung ta mot thu yéu sach nita hodc lien lac vai chi theo cach khac.”

“Toi sé soan tuyén bo, kéu goi han dau hang.”

“Thé cling tot.” Tuy nhién Rhyme nghi Galt da di qua xa nén khong thé
don gian nghe theo 16i kéu goi dau hang. Ho phai xac dinh rang han van con
nung nau nhitng ké hoach khac.

Hai mwoi ba mét cap va mot ta bu 16ng c¢6 chot ham. Hién tai, ga da dung
chirng chin mét cap an trom dugc.

Khi két thiic cudc goi, Rhyme dé y thdy Pulaski dang no6i chuyén dién
thoai, mat cti gam. Chang canh sat ngang nhin, bat gdp anh mat sép. Cau ta
vOi va két thiic cudc goi, vé toi 16i, r6i bwedc tdi cho chiéc ban bay chitng cir.
Cau ta sap stta viron tay ra cam lay mot trong s6 cac dung cu thi bong khyng
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lai, nhan ra rang minh chwa deo gang cao su. Cau ta deo gang, lam vé sinh
nhitng ngon tay va long ban tay da deo gang bang con lan dinh 16ng ché meo.
Sau day, cau ta cam chiéc kim bat bu 16ng 1én.

So sanh dau vét thi thdy ca chiéc kéo va chiéc cwa kim loai déu la cac
dung cu duge dung dé bo tri cai bay tai diém do xe buyt, doi giay to c6 cling
cung kich c@, nhan hiéu.

Nhung ching chi khang dinh diéu ma ho da biét: Raymon Galt chinh la
thu pham.

Ho xem xét nhitng thép gidy va nhitng chiéc buit chang canh sat tré thu
duwgce & can hd caa Galt. Ho khong thé xac dinh dwgc nguén goc, nhung loai
gidy va loai muc trong nhitng chiéc but Bic gan nhu y hét loai da dugc dung
dé viét bic thu yéu sach.

Khéam pha tiép theo khién ho hoang mang hon rat nhiéu.

Cooper dang nghién cttu két qua tir may sac ky pho, Anh ta néi, “Cé dau
vét & ddy nay. O hai dia diém riéng biét: trén day gidy cao cd va can kéo ct
bu 16ng tim thdy trong can ho ctia Galt. R6i trén tay 4o ngudi cong nhan da bi
Galt tdn cong duwdi dwong ham khu trung tam, Joey Barzan.”

“Va?” Rhyme hoi.

“D6 la mot chat dan xudt cta dau héa, cong v6i chit it phenol va axit
dinonylnaphthylsulfonic.”

Rhymenoi, “Xang Jet A tiéu chuan. Phenol la chat chéng dinh va axit kia
la chét chong tinh dién.”

“Nhung chwa hét.” Cooper tiép tuc. “Cé cai nay ky la, mét dang khi tw
nhién. Héa long, nhung bén vitng trong bién dé nhiét rong. Va... cdi nay nita,
dau vét caa diesel sinh hoc.”

“Kiém tra co sd dit liéu vé nhién liéu di, Mel.”

MGt lat sau, nguwdi ky thuat vién noéi, “Pay roi. N6 1a mot loai xang may
bay thay thé dang dugc thit nghiém. Cha yéu véi may bay chién dau. N6 sach
hon va sé han ché viéc stt dung nhién liéu hoa thach. Nguwoi ta bao rang né la
lan séng cua twong lai.”

“Nang lwgng thay thé.” Rhyme tram ngdm noi, ban khoan khong biét phai
lap manh ghép nay nhw thé nao. Nhung anh biét mot diéu. “Sachs, goi cho Bo
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An ninh Noi dia va B6 Quéc phong. Ca Co quan Hang khong lién bang. Béo
ho rang thang cha ctia ching ta c6 1€ da kiém tra cac kho nhién liéu hodc cac
can ct khong quan.”
Mot vu ho quang dién da da t6i té. Néu két hgp vGi nhién liéu phan luc
nita, Rhyme tham chi chang thé twdng twgng ra sttc pha hiy cuaa né.
HIEN TRUONG VU AN:
KHACH SAN CONG VIEN BATTERY VA KHU VUC LAN CAN
- Cac nan nhan (da t vong):
+ Linda Kepler, thanh phé Oklahoma, khach du lich.
+ Morris Kepler, thanh phd Oklahoma, khach du lich.
+ Samuel Vetter, Scottsdale, doanh nhan.
+ Ali Mamoud, thanh phé New York, phuc vu ban.
+ Gerhart Schiller, Frankfurt, Pitc, gidm doc quang cao.
- bién dugc dong bang thiét bi diéu khién tir xa.
- Cac bo phan khong thé truy nguyén.
- Cap Bennington va bu 16ng c6 chot ham, hoan toan giong & vu tan
cong thir nhat
- bong phuc Algonquin cia Galt, mi bao ho va tai dwng dung cu chi c6
dau van tay cua han, khéng c6 dau van tay cua ai khac.
- Co 1€ tao ddu vét co thé lién hé véi dau vét dé lai trén bu 16ng ¢ hién
treong thit nhat.
- Gilia du6i chudt bam bui thuy tinh c6é thé lién hé vdi chiéc chai dugc
tim thdy & hién truong tram dién khu Harlem.
- C06 kha nang hanh dong mot minh.
- D4u vét tir cong nhan cua Algonquin, Joey Barzan, nan nhan bi Galt
tan cong.
- Nhién liéu thay thé st dung cho may bay phan lurc.
- Dy dinh tan c6ng can c¥ quan su?
HIEN TRUONG VU AN:
CAN HO CUA GALT,

227 PHO SUFFOLK,
KHU BO BONG HA
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- Bt Bic SoftFeel ngoi nho, muc mau xanh lam, giéng muc dugc st
dung trong thu yéu sach.

- Gidy dung cho may in loai thong thwong mau trang, kho A4, giong véi
thw yéu sach.

- Phong bi loai thong thwong cd 10, giong vGi phong bi dung thu yéu
sach.

- Kéo cat bu 16ng, cwa kim loai c6 dau vét phu hop véi dau vét deé lai tai
hién treong thi nhat.

- Cac trang in ra ti may tinh:

+ Cac nghién cttu y khoa vé chitng ung thw va méi lién quan t6i duong
dién cao thé.
+ Cac bai viét ctia Galt dang trén blog, cing mot ndi dung nhuw trén.

- Giay cao c6 nhan hiéu Albertson-Fenwick Model E-20 danh cho c6ng
nhan dién luc, c& 11, ranh dé phu hgp véi dau vét dé lai tai hién treong
thit nhat.

- B6 sung dau vét cta nhién liéu thay thé dung cho may bay phan Iuc.

- Dy dinh tan c6ng can ct quan su’?

- Khong phat hién duwgc manh méi rd rang nao vé noi han cé thé dang an
nau hay nhitng dia diém tan cong tiép theo.

HIEN TRUONG VU AN:
TRAM MH-7 CUA ALGONQUIN
PHO 119 MAN PONG,
KHU HARLEM

- Chai chdy: vo chai rwgu vang 750ml, khong thé xac dinh nguén goc.

- Xang BP dugc st dung lam chat xtc tac.

- Nhitng dai vai béng, c6 1€ ttr mot chiéc do phong mau trang, duwgc st
dung lam tim dau, khong thé xac dinh nguon goc.

HO SO THU PHAM

- Puoc xac dinh danh tinh 1a Raymond Galt, 40 tu6i, doc than, song &
quan Manhattan, s6 227 phé Suffolk.
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- Lién quan dén khung b6? Cé quan hé véi Cong ly cho (chwa xéac
dinh)? Nhom khung b6? Ca nhan mang tén Rahman dinh liu vao? C6
nhitng tin hiéu ma hoa vé cac khoan tién chi trd, cac dong thai nhan sy
va thir gi do ‘16n’.

- Sy vi pham an ninh tai tram dién ctia Algonquin & Philadelphia c6 thé
co lién quan.

- Thong tin tr SIGINT: ti* ngit ma héa am chi vii khi, “gidy va céac
nguyén vat liéu” (sing, thudc no?).

- Nhitng ngudi dinh liu t¢i bao gom mot phu nit, mot nam gidi.

- Chuwa xac dinh duogc sy dinh liu cua Galt.

- Bénh nhan ung thu; trit nhiéu vinblastine va prednisone, c6 dau vét cta
etoposide. Mau trang.
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Chuong 43

May chu cua dién thoai nha Rhyme reo chuong.

Man hinh hién thi s6 may ngwoi goi - moét s6 may ma anh dang hy vong
nhin thay, tuy nhién khong phai tai thoi diém dac biét nay. Dau sao, anh van
ngay lap ttc nhan phim TRA LOI.

“Kathryn, chi c6 thong tin gi?”

Lic nay, chang c6 thai gian cho nhitng cau hoéi han xa giao. Nhung Dance
hiéu. Co6 cling nhw thé moi khi dang phai giai quyét mot vu an.

“Nguoi cia Co quan Phong chong Ma tiy ¢ Mexico City da bat tay cong
nhan kia khai ra, cdi tay trao go6i do cho Logan ngay sau khi han 1én vao nuwdc
nay ay. Bung nhu ching ta nghi, anh ta qua cé nhin xem bén trong c6 gi. T6i
khong biét liéu c6 hitu ich khéng, nhung né 1a mot cudn sach nhé bia mau
xanh lam tham in chit. Anh ta khong nhé& d6 la nhitng chir gi. Anh ta nghi c6
hai chit C. Logo ctia mot cong ty, chac thé. R6i mot t¢ gidy c6 chit I viét hoa,
tiép theo la nam hay sau dau gach ngang. Kiéu nhw cho trong dé dién vao.”

“Anh ta c6 nghi ra do la cai gi khong?”

“Khong... Roi mot mau gidy ghi vai con s6. Anh ta chi nhé cé 570 va
379.”

“Mat ma Da Vinci.” Rhyme chan nan noi.

“Chinh xac. T6i thich gidi cau d6 nhung khong phai trong ltic lam viéc.”

“Phai!”

Dién vao cho trong.
Tiép theo: Nam tram bdy muoi va ba tram bay mwoi chin...
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Dance b6 sung thém, “Ro6i anh ta phat hién dwgc mot thi nita. Mot bang
mach. Loai nho.”

“Cho may tinh a?”

“Anh ta khong biét. Anh ta cam thay that vong. Anh ta néi néu la thit cé
thé ban di dé dang hon thi da an trom r6i!”

“Va thé thi bay gio thang cha ay da ngoéo.”

“T6i nghi anh ta cam thay duwgc an ui tv khi bi bat giam. Vi chinh ly do
ndy... To6i da trao ddi v&i Rodoflo. Ong ta muén anh goi dién.”

“Tat nhién roi.”

Rhyme cdm an Dance va két thtic lién lac. Sau day, anh goi cho Ngai Chi
huy Rodoflo Luna ¢ Mexico City.

“A, Dai uy nghi hvu Rhyme, vang. Toi vira noi chuyén vdi mat vu Dance.
Nhitng con s6 bi an ay...”

“Mot dia chi chang?”

“Co thé. Nhung...” Cai giong nhé di cta 6ng ta ngu y rang, tat nhién,
trong mot thanh phd tdm triéu dan, vai con so6 chwa da dé ngudi ta xac dinh
dwogc mot dia diém cu theé.

“Va c6 thé c6 lién quan, cé thé khong.”

“Hai y nghia tach bach.”

“Phéi.” Rhyme noi. “Liéu ching c6 mang y nghia gi déi v&i nhitng noi ma
han da bi phat hién?”

“Khong.”

“Va nhitng toa nha ay? Nhitng chi cho thué?”

“Arturo Diaz va nhan vién cua anh ta dang noi chuyen vai ho, giai thich
tinh huéng. Nhitng ngwoi ¢ d6, nhitng nguwdi lam an chan chinh thi hoang
mang vi ho chang thé tin rang ho dang gap nguy hiém. Nhitng ké ban than la
t0i pham lai hoang mang vi von van trang bi vii khi day da hon quan ching
t0i va ct¥ nghi ai dam tdn cong minh chi.”

Nam tram bay muoi va ba tram bay muoi chin...

So dién thoai? Toa do? Dia chi?

Luna tiép tuc, “Chuing t6i da xay dung lai tuyén duwong chiéc xe tai chay tw
san bay vao tha do. Nhung anh c6 1& da nghe noéi vé luc Iwgng canh sat giao

https://thuviensach.vn



thong ctia ching t6i r6i? An phat dwoc thyc hién ngay 1ap tic va khong ai
duwgc thac mac gi. Arturo bdo cdo véi toi rang nhitng canh sat do, a, bay gio
thi ho dang tim kiém cong viéc mdi, da nhan dang ga Tho Bong Ho cta anh.
Khéng c6 ngudi nao khac trén xe ngoai tai x€é, va, tat nhién, ho da chang mat
cong kiém tra gidy phép lai xe. Pang sau xe khong c6 thiét bi hay hang hoa
bubn 13u gi dé ching t6i xac dinh huéng nghi ngd. Vi thé, ching t6i chuyén
si chi y sang cac toa nha ma han dwong nhw dang chu y. Hy vong rang...”

“... han khéng choi tro G 6a dang sau nhitng nan nhan thuyc sy cia han
cach ddy nam dam.”

“Chinh xac diéu t6i chuan bi noi.”

“Ngai c6 suy nghi gi vé bang mach duwgc dwa cho Logan khong?”

“Tham ti* Rhyme, t6i 1a m6t quan nhan, khong phai mot hacker. Va vi thé,
theo 1 tw nhién t6i khong nghi n6 la mét chi tiét thudc phan citng may tinh
ma la mét kip n6 diéu khién tir xa. Cudn sach nho c6 thé la tai liéu huwéng dan
st dung.”

“Phai, toi cling dang nghi nhu vay.”

“Han sé khong muon di lai véi mot thiét bi kiéu ay. S€ c6 ly khi han nhan
né ¢ day. Va twr tin titc cua chuing toi, t6i hiéu rang anh dang hét sitc lu bu bén
d6. Mot nhém khung bo a?”

“Chung t6i chwa biét.”

“Toi wdc gi giup dd anh dugc.”

“Xin cam on. Nhung hay gitt sy tap trung chu y vao Thg Pong H6...”

“Loi khuyén ding dan.” Luna ntta nhw gam g ntra nhw bat cwdi. “Céac vu
an sé dé dang giai quyét hon nhiéu khi ta bat dau v6i mot hay hai xac chét.
TGi rat ghét khi nhitng than thé van con song va khé nam bat.”

Rhyme mim cuwoi. Khong thé nao khong tan thanh...
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Chuong 44

Hai gio bon muoi phit chiéu. Sau khi di diéu tra, vi gidam doc an ninh cua
Algonquin Bemard Wahl dang budc doc theo via he quan Queens. Anh ta
thich suy nghi theo cai cach ay. Cudc diéu tra ctia anh ta vé cong ty cia anh
ta, nha cung cidp nang lwgng s6 mot mién Dong, c6 thé la s6 mot hé thong
lwGi dién toan Bac My.

Anh ta mu6n ho trg. Nhat la bay gio, sau khi xay ra vu tdn cong chiéu nay
tai khach san Cong vién Battery.

Keé ttr lic anh ta nghe c06 gai d6, Tham t& Sachs, néi vdi nit chi tich Jessen
vé do an Hy Lap, anh ta da vach ra mét chién luvgc..

“Piéu tra vi m6” la cai cach Wahl nghi vé viéc minh dang lam. Anh ta da
doc dwoc ¢ dau do, hay da xem trén kénh Discovery. Tat ca chi la nhin nhan
nhitng manh moi nhé nhat, nhitng lién hé nhé nhat. Hay quén di nhitng van
dé chinh tri, khing b6. Kiém mdt mau van tay thoi, hay téc, va bam 1ay no.
Cho t6i khi nao tom c6 dwgce ké pham t6i. Hodc cho tdi khi nao né dan dén
mot ngd cut va ta chuyén hwéng khac.

Thé la Wahl thue hién phi vu cia chinh minh - kiém tra cac tiém an Hy
Lap & khu Astoria thudc quan Queens. Anh ta biét Galt rat thich do an Hy
Lap.

Va chi nita tiéng dong ho truwdc, anh ta da kham pha ra nhitng thong tin co
gia tri.

MGt nit nhan vién phuc vu ban, tén la Sonja, con hon ca dé thwong, da
nhan duwgc hai muwoi do6 la tién boa nho viéc thuat lai rang, hai lan trong tuan
vlra qua, moOt ngwoi dan 6ng mac quan den va so mi vai thun cia Lién hop
Algonquin - loai danh cho cac quén ly cdp trung - dén day an trwa. Tiém an

https://thuviensach.vn



tén la Leni’s, noi tiéng vGi cdc moénmoussaka, bach tudc nwdng... va, quan
trong hon, la mén taramasalata nha lam, moéi nguwdi khach ngoi vao ban déu
dwgc nhan mot bat taramasalata, ca bita tria lan bita t6i, kém nhitng chiéc
banh mi det cat d6i va chanh.

Sonja “khong thé dam bdo tram phan tram,” nhwng khi trong thay bitc anh
chup Raymond Galt, c6 ta néi “Pung, ding, giong anh ta lam.”

Va nguoi dan 6ng do lién tuc Online - bang mot may tinh Sony VAIO. Co
ta nhan ra rang trong khi khiing khinh v&i cdc mén khéac, ga xoi sach moén
taramasalata.

Lién tuc Online.

Theo Wahl diéu nay nghia la c6 thé sé c6 cach nao day dé truy ra ndi dung
Galt da tim kiém trén mang, nguoi ga da lién lac qua email. Wahl xem tét ca
cac tap cta Chwong trinh diéu tra toi pham trén truyén hinh, va tw tic chi phi
tham gia nhitng khda dao tao thuwong xuyén vé an ninh. Cé thé canh sat sé lay
dwgc s6 nhan dién may tinh ctia Galt, tit d6 phat hién ra noi ga dang an trén.

Sonja cho biét sat thu cling thyc hién nhiéu cuéc goi bang dién thoai di
dong.

Mot chi tiét tha vi. Galt von la ké co6 doc. Ga tan cong moi nguoi dé tra
tht viéc minh bi ung thw do anh huwéng tiv dwong dién cao thé. Vay ga goi
dién cho ai? Pong pham? Tai sao? Piéu dé ho cling c6 thé diéu tra ra dugc

Voi va trd vé van phong, Wahl tinh todn cach x@ ly phu hgp nhat. Téat
nhién, anh ta phai cung cap thong tin cho cdnh sat cang sém cang t6t. Tim
anh ta dap manh treéc y nghi minh dang gop phan tém co6 ké sat nhan. Biét
dau Tham t¥ Sachs sé an twgng t6i mirc dem dén cho anh ta co hoi phong van
xin viéc tai S& Canh sat New York.

Nhwng, hang hwom, dirng lau cd & day, anh ta ty canh bao véi ban than
minh. C& lam nhitng gi ding dan nhat va gidi quyét cac van dé twong lai
trong twong lai. Hay goi cho tat cd - Tham t& Sachs, Lincoln Rhyme va
nhitng nguoi khac: mat vu FBI McDaniel, vién trung tly canh sat Lon Sellitto.

Va, tat nhién, hay bao cao vdi Jessen.

Wahl buéc voi va, vira cang thang vira khap khdi, da trong thay phia trudc
nhitng 6ng kho6i son mau do va xam cua Lién hgp Algonquin. Va phia tredc
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toa nha la dam biéu tinh chét tiét. Anh ta thich tha thodng hinh dung ra canh
chia voi rong vao bon ho. Hodc, tham chi con hay ho hon, mét khau sting ban
dién Taser. Cong ty san xudt loai sting nay ciing san xuat loai sing ngan ban
ca loat moc cau vao dam dong dé tran ap pha réi trat tw cong cong.

Wahl dang mim cuoi twdng twgng canh bon hg nhay nhu con choi choi thi
bi mo6t ga dan 6ng 6m lay ti dang sau.

Wahl thé hon hén va bat tiéng kéu.

Hong sting ngan ké sat ma phai anh ta. “Pirng quay lai.” Giong no6i cat 1én
thi thao. Khau sung ltic bay gio di vao lung anh ta. Giong néi yéu cau anh ta
di dén con hém nam gitta mot hiéu sira xe déng ctra va mét nha kho t6i om
om.

Ga dan ong gan giong thi thao, “C lam nhitng gi tao bdo, Bemie, va may
sé khong heé gi.”

“Anh biét t6i?”

“Ray day.” Giong thi thao tra 10i.

“Ray Galt?” Tim Wahl dap thinh thich. Anh ta ty héi lifu minh c6 6m
khong. “Oi, troi dat, nghe nay. Anh dang lam...”

“Suyt. Cw di di.”

Ho tiép tuc vao sau thém trong con hém khodng mudi lam mét nita, sau
ddy ré vao mot hoc t6i 10 mo.

“Nam sap xuong. Hai tay dé doc theo than.”

Wahl do duw, mot cach budn cuwdi nghi téi bd com 1é lic sang anh ta da
hanh dién khoac 1én ngudi, bd com lé dat tién. “Luon ludon phdi trong twom
tat hon vi tri cong viéc ctia minh,” cha anh ta da day nhu thé.

Khau Colt 45 1i thic vao lung anh ta. Anh ta d6 ap twa nhw mot tang da
xuong nén dat nhép nhap.

“Tao khong dén Leni’s nita, Bemie a. May nghi tao la dita ngé ngan
chac?”

Nhuw thé c6 nghia Galt da bam du6i anh ta tir 1au r6i.

Va minh thdm chi khéng nhdn ra. Oi, minh sé la mét canh sdt chét gidm.
Lay Chua.
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“Va tao khong dung wifi cia hg. Tao dung thé di dong tra trwdc két noi
mang.”

“Anh da giét nhitng nguoi do, Ray. Anh...”

“Ho khong chét bagi tao. Ho chét bdi Algonquin va Andi Jessen. Tai sao
mu khong lang nghe tao? Tai sao mu khong thuc hién diéu tao yéu cau?”

“Ho da muon thuc hién, anh ban. Chi la khong cé da thoi gian dé déng
lwdi dién.”

“Vé van.”

“Ray, nghe nay. Hay dau thu di. That dién ro, nhitng gi anh dang lam 4y.”

Mot tiéng cudi cay dang. “Dién ro? May nghi la tao dién r6?”

“T6i khong muon noi thé.”

“Tao sé bao may cai gi dién r6 nhé, Bemie: D6 1a cac cong ty dot gas va
dau, lam hanh tinh nay nhiém dgc. D6 la cac cong ty day dién di qua nhitng
dwong day giét chét con cai ching ta. Chi vi ching ta thich ba cai cta quy
nao la may xay sinh t6, nao la mdy say téc, ti vi, 10 vi séng... May khong
nghi cai dé la céi dién r6 sao?”

“Khong, anh ndi ding, Ray. Anh néi dung. T6i xin 16i. T6i da khong biét
tat ca nhitng diéu toi té anh phadi trdi qua. To6i cam thdy rat buén.”

“May nghi nhv vay a, Bemie? May nghi nhu vay that hay may chi dang c6
gang clru cai mang ctia may?”

Im lang mot chit. “Co phan 1a ca hai, Ray.”

Trudc sy ngac nhién ctia Bemie Wahl, ké sat nhan cuwdi thanh tiéng. “B6 la
mot cau tra 10i thanh that. C6 1€ la mot trong nhitng cau tra 10i thanh that
hiém hoi tttng phat ra ttr mot ké lam viéc cho Algonquin.”

“Nghe nay, Ray. To6i chi dang lam cong viéc ctia minh thoi.”

Wahl da néi mot diéu heén nhat va anh ta ty cam ghét ban than vi da noi n6
ra. Nhung anh ta nghi tdi vg, ba dita con va ba me, tat cd cung chung séng
vOi nhau ¢ Long Island.

“Tao khong oan han riéng tu gi may ca, Bemie.”

Nghe vay, Wahl nghi chac anh ta cé co thoat chét. Anh ta c6 gang kim
tiéng kéu. Bang giong run ray, anh ta héi, “Anh muon gi?”

“Tao can may noi cho tao biét diéu nay.”
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Ma an ninh mé& ctra ngdi nha riéng cia Andi Jessen? Gara ma chi ta dé xe?
Wahl khong biét cé hai diéu nay.

Nhung yéu cau cta ké sat nhan lai rat khac. “Tao can biét ai dang san tim
tao?”

Giong Wahl khan khan, “Ai dang... O, canh sat, FBI, B6 An ninh Noi
dia... Y t6i 13, tat cd moi nguoi. Hang trdm ngudi.”

“Hay noi tao biét diéu tao khong biét, Bemie. Y tao 1a nhitng céi tén. Ca &
Algonquin nita. Tao biét ddm nhan vién dang ho trg bon chiing.”

Wahl sap phét khoc. “T6i khong biét, Ray.”

“Tat nhién may biét. Tao can nhitng céi tén. No6i cho tao nhitng cai tén.”

“To6i khong thé lam nhw thé, Ray.”

“Bon ching da suyt xac dinh dwgc vu tan cong tai khach san. Bang cach
nao ma bon ching biét? Bon chiing da suyt tém c6 dugc tao. Pia nao ding
dang sau viéc nay?”

“Toi khong biét. Ho khong néi véi t6i, Ray. To6i chi 1a mot nhan vién an
ninh.”

“May phu trach an ninh, Bemie. Tat nhién bon ching cé néi v6i may.”

“Khong, toi thyc su...”

Wahl cam thdy chiéc vi bi rit ra khéi tii quan minh.

Oi, khong. ..

Lat sau, Galt doc thudc long dia chi nha Wahl, nhét tra lai chiéc vi.

“Pién & nha may nhu thé nao, Bernie? Hai tram ampe a?”

“Qi, thoi nao, Ray. Gia dinh t6i chwra bao gi® 1am gi anh.”

“Tao da bao gi® lam gi ai, thé ma tao lai phai mang bénh. May la mot phan
cta cai hé thong khién tao mang bénh, va gia dinh may huwéng lgi ich tir cai
hé thong ay... Hai tram ampe? Khong da dé tao hé quang dién. Nhung voi
hoa sen, bon tam, bép... Tao cé thé chi choi cac thiét bi ngat dién khi hé
thong tiép dat bi 16i thoi va ca ngbi nha may sé tré thanh mot cai ghé dién
khong 16, Bernie a... Nao, néi cho tao biét di.”
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Chuong 45

Fred Dellray dang di b6 xu6i theo mot con phd khu East Village, di qua mot
rang danh danh, mot tiém ca phé thwgng hang, mot civa hiéu ban quan 4o.

Troi, troi... Ba tram hai muoi ldm do6 la mot chiéc so mi? Khéng kém com
lé, ca vat va giay?

Anh ta ti€p tuc di qua mat tredc cac ctra hiéu, bén trong 1a nhitng may pha
ca phé espresso phitc tap, nhitng tac pham nghé thuat gia trén troi, nhitng
kiéu giay ldp lanh ma mot dita con gai sé dé tudt mat ldc bon gio sang khi
chuénh choang di chuyén tir cau lac b6 no sang cau lac bo kia.

Dellray dang suy nghi xem khu East Village nhitng nam qua da thay doi
nhu thé nao, ké ti khi anh ta bat dau lam mot mat vu.

Thay doi...

ba tirng 1a m6t chon hoi he, da tirng la mot chon ro dai, sdc sd, on ao,
nhitng tiéng cwoi va su dién loan, cac cap doi 6m riét 1y nhau, hodc ru Ién,
hodc ué oai buwdc xudi theo via hé dong duc... lién tuc, lién tuc. Hai mwoi tw
tiéng dong ho moi ngay. Bay gig, cai khu vuc ¢ East Village nay c6 cong
thitc va am nhac ctia mot bo phim sitcom thuan nhat.

Troi dat, chon nay da thay doi. Vi n6 khong chi la tién bac, khdng chi la
anh mat thiéu thanh thoi ctia nhitng con nguwdi c6 nghé nghiép song & day,
nhitng chiéc coc dung ca phé bang bia cing thay cho nhitng chiéc coc s
sutme. ..

Khong, do khong phai thit Dellray lién tuc hat hoi.

Thi¢ anh ta bat gdp la ai ndy déu nham nham nhitng chiéc dién thoai di
dong chét giam. No6i chuyén, nhan tin...va, Chuia Jesus, ngudi citu v6t ching
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con trén thién dang, day, ngay trwedc mat anh ta, la hai khach du lich dang
dung GPS dé tim kiém mot tiém an!

O khu East Village nay.

Mién dam may..

Khap noi, cang ngay cang c6 nhiéu bang chitng luén cho thay thé gidi,
tham chi thé gidi nay - thé gidi cua Dellray - gio da tr& thanh thé gidi caa
Tucker McDaniel. H6i nao, Dellray van chai tro héa trang & day, luc thi la ké
vO gia cw, luc thi la tay ma c6, lic thi 1a dan budn ban. Anh ta rat gioi cai
trang thanh nhitng tay ma c0, anh ta mé nhitng chi€c so mi mau sac, tia va
xanh 14 cdy. Chang phdi vi anh ta phu trach mang té nan xa hoi, loai td6i pham
chwa thudc cap lién bang, ma vi anh ta biét cach lam minh phu hgp véi hoan
canh.

Con tdc ke hoa.

Anh ta hoa nhap dugc vao nhitng chon nhw thé nay. Va diéu do6 cé nghia la
anh ta bat chuyén dwgc v6i moi nguoi.

Nhung bay gio, chét tiét, s6 nguwdi goi dién thoai nhiéu hon sé nguoi
khong. Va tat cd cac mday dién thoai ay - tuy thudc xu hwéng ctia quan toa
lién bang - déu c6 thé bi nghe trom, bi l1dy mat nhitng thong tin ma Dellray
trwdc day phdi ton nhiéu ngay méi lay dwgc. Tham chi néu ching chang bi
nghe trom di nita, dwong nhw van c6 cac cach khac dé lay thong tin hodc mot
phan thong tin.

Qua khong gian, qua cac dam may.

Nhung c6 thé anh ta chi la qua nhay cam, anh ta ty nhu, st dung mot ti
tredc day von hiém khi xudt hién trong tam tri ctia Fred Dellray. Anh ta trong
thay tiém Carmella trv6c mat - toa nha cii ky ngay xa xwa rat cé thé tirng la
mot chon lau xanh va ngay nay la m6t chon con mang nét truyén thong gitta
bon bé doi thay. Anh ta budc vao, ngoi xuéng bén chiéc ban lung lay op ep.
Anh ta goi mot coc ca phé thwong, nhan thay, phai, trong thwc don cé ca
espresso, cappuccino va latte, nhwng tat nhién, trong thuwc don van luén luén
€O cac mon nay. Tu lau treée khi co Starbuck.

Chua phu hg Carmella.
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Va xung quanh anh ta, trong s6 mudi nguwdi - anh ta dém dwoc - chi c6 hai
nguoi dung dién thoai di dong.

DPay la thé gigi cia Me dang sau may tinh tién, nhitng dita con trai dang
yéu ngbi dgi bén ban an, va tham chi lic bay gio, gitta budi chiéu, nhitng
chiéc dia van cudn lén nhitng sgi mi, 6ng anh mau cam chit chang phai mau
dé nhu mi & siéu thi. Va nhap nhéap ti nhitng chiéc ly rvgu vang nhé hinh
tritng. Ca tiém day ap tiéng tro chuyén sbi noi, chéc chdc lai c6 ké khoa tay
mua chan.

Khung canh nay khién Dellray cam thay thoai mai, dé chiu. Anh ta tin
twong rang minh dang hanh dong ding dan. Anh ta tin twdng vao 10i cam
doan cua William Brent. Anh ta sap stta nhan dwgc cai gi do gia tri, cai gi dé
xitng dang v&i mot tram ngan do la khong minh bach. Chi m6t manh méi nho
nhoi thoi, nhung n6 sé da. Po 1a nét khac cta Dellray Buwong Pho. Anh ta
ti'ng dét nén vai t nhitng sgi to mong manh ma dam tay trong ctua anh ta
cung cap, thong thuwong ban than bon ho cling khong may y thitc vé gia tri cac
tin tttc ma minh kham pha duoc.

MGt s thue dich xac duy nhat dan dén Galt. Hodc dén dia diém thiyc hién
vu tan cong tiép theo. Hodc t6i nhom Coéng 1y cho dang chwa biét dang nao
ma lan.

Va anh ta y thtic r6 rang rang thuc té dé, phat hién do, sy cttu van tinh
hinh dé... né ciing sé bao chita cho anh ta, Dellray, mat vu duwong phé theo
phwong phép truyén thong, cach rat xa, rat xa mién dam may.

Dellray hép mot ngum ca phé, kin dao li€c nhin dong ho deo tay. Bung ba
gi0 chiéu. Anh ta chwa bao gio biét mot William Brent dén mudn, tham chi
chi 1a sdu muoi gidy. (“Khéng hiéu qud.” Ga chi diém tirng noi vé viéc dén
sém hay dén mudn.)

Bo6n muoi lam phit sau, khong mdét cu dién thoai tiv Brent, Fred Dellray
mat mdi nghiém trong kiém tra tin nhan lan nita trén chiéc dién thoai lanh
ngat. Tinh khong c6 gi. Anh ta goi cho Brent lan thit sdu. Van ngay lap titc
cai giong may moc bao anh ta dé lai tin nhan.

Dellray ng6i thém mudi phit, goi cho Brent lan nita, réi quay qua nho
nguoi ban lam viéc cho mot nha cung cap dich vu di dong, va biét dugc rang
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dién thoai cua Brent da thao pin. Tat nhién, Iy do duy nhat lam viéc nay la
muon tranh bi 1an theo dau vét.

Mot doi trai gai tién tdi, hdi xem Dellray c6 st dung chiéc ghé thit hai tai
ban khong. Anh mét dap lai hdn phai kha dang so, vi cip do6i ngay lap titc rit
lui va anh con trai thdm chi con chang thir thé hién 1dy mot chit hién ngang
kiéu hiép si.

Brent bién mdt roi.

Minh da bi cuép va han bién mat roi.

Hinh dung lai sy ty tin cta ga chi diém, 16i cam doan cua ga.

Dadm bdo, cdi con khi...

Mot tram ngan do la... Dang 1€ anh ta da phai doan dinh dugc la co
chuyén gi do khi Brent khang khang doi so tién khong 16, néu dé y t&i b vét
toi tan va doi bit tat dét hinh qua trdm son sgi.

Dellray ban khodn khong biét ga chi diém quyét dinh sinh séng & Caribbe
hay Nam M¥ v6&i mén cua tit trén trdi roi xuong ay.
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Chuong 46

“Chung to6i nhan dwgc mot yéu sach nita.”

Andi Jessen vGi nét mat cang thang dang nhin cham cham ra tir man hinh
phang nha Rhyme, trong mot cudc dam thoai hoi nghi. Mai téc vang cuia chi
ta cing queo, bét lai. Hodc c6 1€ chi ta da & van phong cad dém va sang hom
do6 chua tam goi.

“Mot yéu sach nita?” Rhyme liéc 4nh mat qua Lon Sellitto, Cooper va
Sachs, tat cd déu sitng lai tai nhitng vi tri khac nhau xung quanh phong thi
nghiém.

Vién tham t to béo ném xuéng chiéc banh nwéng anh ta vira chdp lay tw
dia banh Thom mang vao. “Chiing ta vita c6 mot vu tan cong roi, han dinh
tan cong ching ta nita u?”

“Toi cho la han khéng vui vé gi vi chiing ta da phét 10 han.” Jessen gian
di noi.

“Han muon thé nao?” Sachs héi, cung lic Rhyme cling néi, “T6i muén
bitc thw dwgc dwa dén day. Cang sém cang tot.”

Jessen tra 10i Rhyme trudc, “To6i da dwa cho mat vu McDaniel. N6 dang
trén dwong dén cho anh.”

“Thoi han la bao gio?”

“Sau gio toi.”

“Hom nay?”

“Phai.”

“Lay Chua.” Sellitto 1am bam. “Hai tiéng dong ho nita.”

“Yéu sach thé nao?” Sachs nhac lai.
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“Han muodn chuing t6i dirng truyén tai dong dién mot chiéu vao cac lwéi
dién Bac My khac trong vong mét tiéng dong ho, bat dau tir lic sau gio. Néu
ching t6i khong thye hién viéc do, han sé giét thém nhiéu ngwoi nita.”

Rhyme hoi, “Nhw thé nghia la thé nao?”

“Lwéi dién cua ching toi la Iwéi dién Lién két Dong Bac va Algonquin la
nha cung cap nang lugng 16n trong lwdi dién nay. Néu mot cong ty dién luc
thudc mot lwdi dién khac can dién, ching toi sé ban cho ho. Néu khoang cach
la hon nam tram dam, ching t6i st dung dong truyén tdi mot chiéu, chw
khong st dung dong xoay chiéu. Nhw thé tiét kiém chi phi hon. Thong
thwong la dé ban dién cho cac cong ty nho & khu viee ndng thon.”

“Y nghia ctia yéu sach nay, chi biét ddy, 1a gi?” Sellitto héi.

“T6i khong biét tai sao han yéu cau nhu vay. T6i khong thay c6 y nghia gi.
Co6 thé muc dich cda han la lam gidm nguy co mac ung thw cho nhitng nguoi
song gan duong day truyén tai. Nhung t6i nghi chwa tdi mot nghin dan Bac
My song gan cac duong day truyeén tai dong dién mot chiéu.”

Rhyme noi, “Galt chang nhat thiét dang hanh xt mot cach c6 ly tri.”

“Pung thé.”

“Chi c6 thé thuc hién viéc d6 khéng? Dap tng yéu sach cia han?”

“Khong, ching t6i khong thé. Diéu nay la khong thé nao. N6 hoan toan
giong nhw lan trudc, déi vdi lwdi dién thanh phd New York, chi c6 diéu toi té
hon. N6 sé khién hang nghin thanh ph6 nhé khap nwéc My mat dién. Va c6
nhitng duong day cung cap truc tiép cho cac can ¢t quan sy, cac co s@
nghién cttu. BO An ninh Noi dia néi rang viéc lwdi dién ngirng hoat dong sé
la nguy co de doa t&i an ninh quoc gia. B6 Quoc phong cling dong tinh véi y
kién do.”

Rhyme b6 sung thém, “Va c6 1é chi sé mat hang triéu do la.”

MGt chit im ldng. “Phai. Ching t6i sé mat. Ching t6i sé vi pham hang
tram hgp déng. N6 sé la tham hoa doi vdi cong ty. Nhuwng, du sao, tranh luan
vé viéc tuan theo yéu sach kia la v6 ich. Vé mat thao tac, chiing t6i khong thé
thue hién dugce trong khodng thoi gian han dwa ra. VGi bdy tram nghin volt,
dau chi don gian la hay mot cai cong tac trén twong.”

“Pugc roi.” Rhyme noi. “Chi nhan thw theo cach nao?”
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“Galt giao cho mot nhan vién cua chung to6i.”

Rhyme va Sachs trao d6i anh mat.

Jessen ti€p tuc, giai thich viéc Galt da bam sat giam doc an ninh Bemard
Wahl khi anh ta tir tiém an truva tré ve.

“Wahl c6 dang & cho chi khong?” Sachs héi.

“Xin cho mé6t phit.” Jessen noi. “Lic ndy FBI dang tham van anh ta... Dé
toi xem.”

Sellitto thi thao, “Bon ho tham chi déch them bdo chting ta la bon ho dang
tham van anh ta? Phai dé chi ta bao a?”

Lat sau, Bemard Wahl v&i doi vai ran chac xuat hién trén man hinh va
ngo6i xudng bén canh Audi Jessen. Cai dau téc den, tron tria cia anh ta l1ap
lanh mo hoi.

“Xin chao.” Sachs noi.

Guong mat dep trai gat mot cai.

“Anh khong sao chir?”

“Vang, thua tham tr.”

Tuy nhién, Rhyme c6 thé thdy anh ta khong phai 1a khong sao. Anh mét
that than, anh ta tranh nhin vao webcam.

“Hay noi cho ching toi biét viéc da xady ra.”

“T6i dang ti* tiém an trwa tré vé. Va Galt tién dén dang sau t6i, di sing,
day to6i vao mot con hém. Han nhét thu vao tii quan toi, bado chuyén cho chi
Jessen ngay. R6i bién mat.”

“Vay thoi?”

Mot chut lvong ly. “Can ban la vay thoi. Vang, thwa chi.”

“Han c6 néi gi dé ching ta phan doan duwgc noi han dang an nau hay dia
diém tan cong tiép theo khong?”

“Khong. Chu yéu han chi lan man vé viéc dién gay ra ung thw, dién nguy
hiém, va moi nguwdi thi tho o truedce thyc té dy.”

Rhyme thac mac vé mét chuyén. “Anh Wahl? Anh cé trong thay khau
stung khong? Hay han danh Itvra anh?”

Lai mot chut luwdng ly. Roi vién gidam doc an ninh néi, “T6i trong thay.
Mot khau Colt 45 1i. 1911. Mau quan dung cii.”
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“Han cé téom vao nguwdi anh khong? Ching to6i sé lay dau vét tir quan ao
anh.”

“Khong. Han chi di sting vao.”

“Sy viéc xay ra ¢ dau?”

“Trong mot con hém gan hiéu stta xe B & R. T6i khong nhé chinh xac,
thwa ong. Toi kha choang vang.”

Sachs héi, “Va tat ca chi thé th6i? Han khong héi gi vé cudc diéu tra a?”

“Khong, thwa chi. T6i nghi 1a han chi quan tdm t&i viéc 1a4 thu dwoc
chuyén cho chi Jessen ngay. Han chang nghi ra cach nao khac ngoai chdan mot
nhan viéen cong ty.”

Rhyme khong c6 cau hoéi gi nita cho Wahl. Anh lié€c mat qua Sellitto, anh
ta lac dau.

Ho cdm on anh ta, va anh ta rdi khoi 6ng kinh camera. Jessen ngang lén,
gat dau chao ai dé vira xuat hién trén nguong ctra. R6i quay lai vGi cudc dam
thoai hdi nghi. “Gary Noble va t6i sé gap ngai thi tredng. R6i toi sé tién hanh
hop bdo. T6i dinh dwa ra 16i kéu goi ca nhan déi vgi Galt. Cac vi cé nghi n6
c6 tac dung khong?”

Khong, Rhyme khong nghi la n6 c6 tac dung. Nhuwng anh néi, “Bat c viéc
gi chi c6 thé 1am, tham chi néu no6 chi cho ching ta thém thoi gian.”

Sau khi cudc goi két thic, Sellitto hoi, “Wahl khéng noi vGi ching ta
nhitng gi?”

“Anh ta sg hai. Galt da de doa anh ta. Anh ta chac c6 bé qua thong tin nao
do6. Toi chang lo lang lam. Anh ta ciing chang nam dwgc gi nhiéu. N6i that thi
du anh ta da dé 16 chuyén gi, ching ta cting khong thé ban tam trong lic nay.”

Pung lic 4y, tiéng chudng ctra vang 1én. D6 1a Tucker McDaniel va Thang
oat.

Rhyme ngac nhién. Vién mat vu FBI han phdi biét vé cudc hop bao sap
stta dién ra, tuy nhién anh ta van c6 mat tai day, khong tan dung co hoi xuat
hién noi khan phong. Anh ta nhwong duwong cho Bo An ninh Noi dia va vi thé
c6 thé dich than mang chitng ct t&i cho Rhyme.

Hinh anh vién Pho Truong van phong dugc nang 1én chut it.
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Sau khi nghe trinh bay vé Galt va dong co cta ga, vién mat vu héi Pulaski,
“Thé trong can ho ctia han cau khéng tim thay gi lién quan dén Cong ly cho
hay Rahman a? Nhitng nhém khting bé bi mat?”

“Khong, khong co gi.”

Vién mat vu mang vé mat thit vong, nhung néi, “Tuy nhién, diéu ay
khong mau thuan véi mot cau tric cong sinh.”

“La gi?”

“MG6t hoat dong khing b6 dang truyén théng st dung doi twgng binh
phong, d6i bén cung muc dich. Bon ching tham chi cé thé khéng wa nhau,
nhung y mudn giong nhau. Mot khia canh quan trong la nhém khung bo
chuyén nghiép kia luén luén giit minh biét lap hoan toan véi doi twgng binh
phong. Va moi thong tin lién lac chi ¢...”

“Dam may?” Rhyme hoi, ngén tré ctia vién mat vu lac bay gio hoi chic
xuong.

“Chinh x4c. Bon ching phdi han ché lién lac t6i da. Phdi c6 hai Chwong
trinh hanh dong khac nhau. Nhom khiung b6 thi mu6n pha hoai xa hoi. Han
thi muon tra tht.” McDaniel hdt dau chi phan ho so t6i pham trén tdim bang
trang. “Diéu Parker Kincaid n6i ddy. Galt khong st dung dai ttr, khéng mudn
dé 16 bat c* manh moi nao vé viéc han con dang hgp tac vdi doi twong khac
ntta.”

“Sinh thai hay ton giao, chinh trj?”

“Gi cling c6 thé.”

Khé ma hinh dung dwgc viéc al-Qaida hay Taliban lai lién két vi mot ké
lam thué bat 6n, nhat quyét tra thu vi cong ty cua ga da khién ga mac ung thuw.
Nhuwng m6t nhom khting bo sinh thai thi phan nao hgp 1y. Bon ching can mot
ké gitip do bon chiing xam nhap hé thong dién. Tuy nhién, Rhyme sé thay gia
thuyét nay dang tin cay hon néu c6 chit chitng c¥ nao day.

McDaniel b6 sung thém rang anh ta da nghe trao doi tit nhitng ngwdi lam
tha tuc cdp phép, nhitng ngwdi xin 1énh cho cac nhom

C va T kiém tra moi email va tai khoan mang xa hoi ctia Galt. Galt tiring
giti email va dang binh ludn hét cho nay tgi cho khac vé chitng ung thw cta
gd, vé moi lién quan gitta chitng ung thw d6 vdi duong dién cao thé. Nhung
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hang tram trang ga viét déu khong dé 16 bat c@ manh moi gi vé viéc ga dang
¢ dau, dang c6 ké hoach ra sao.

Rhyme bat dau sot rudt tredc nhitng phéng doan. “T6i mudn xem bitc thu,
Tucker.”

“Vang.” Vién Pho6 Truwdng van phong ra hiéu cho Thang oat.

Xin hdy tran ngdp cdc dau vét. Cac dau vét hitu ich.

Sau muoi giay sau, ho cung nhin vao btrc thu yéu sach thit hai.

Gtri Andi Jessen, CEO, va Lién hgp Pién luc va Chiéu sdng Algonquin:

Ba da quyét dinh phét 16 yéu cdau lan trudc cua téi, diéu do la khong chap
nhdn dugc. Ba ddang 1€ dd co thé ddp tng yéu cau giam cong sudt rat hop ly
dy, nhung ba lai lam ngo. Chinh BA khién vdn dé tré nén tram trong hon,
chdng phdi ai khdc. Sw nhdn tam va tham lam cua ba dan dén nhitng cdi chét
chiéu hém nay. Ba PHAI cho moi nguoi thdy ho khéng cén dén thit ma tiy
ma ba gdy nghién cho ho. Ho c6 thé tré vé véi 16i song LANH MANH HON.
Ho nghi rdang ho khong thé nhung ho cé thé dugc chi cdch. Ba sé dirng truyén
tdi tat cd cdc duong dién cao thé mot chiéu tdi cdc lwdi dién Lién két Bac My
khdc trong vong mét tiéng déng ho, tinh tw sdu gio toi hém nay. Pdy la viéc
khoéng thé thuong luong.

Cooper bat dau phan tich bic thw. Mudi phtt sau, anh ta néi, “Khéng cé
gi méi, Lincoln. Cung loai gidy, cung loai bit. Khong thé truy nguyén. Xét
tGi dau vét dé lai thi c6 mét lwgng nhién liéu may bay phan lwc. Vay day.”

“Chét tiét.” Giong nhw khi m@ mot hop qua duwgc boc dep dé vao budi
sang Giang sinh va phat hién ra bén trong khong co gi ca.

Rhvme dé y thay Pulaski dang ng6i & goc phong. Cai dau, vGi mai téc
vang hii cua, dwa vé phia trdc. Cau ta dang néi khé khang vao dién thoai di
dong. Cudc trao dbi xem chirng vung trom va Rhyme biét n6 chang lién quan
gi t¢i vu Ray Galt nay. Chac cdu ta dang goi dén bénh vién hoi tham tinh hinh
nguwoi dan ong cau ta dam phai. Hodc c6 thé cau ta nghe tin vé mot nguwdi ho
hang nao ddy va dang néi 10i chia budn.

“Cau tham gia v&i ching t6i day chi, Pulaski?” Rhyme gay gat goi.
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Pulaski dong dién thoai. “Tat nhién roi, t6i...”

“V1i toi thue sy can cau tham gia vdi ching t6i.”

“T6i san sang day, Lincoln.”

“Té6t. Hay goi cho Co quan Hang khong Lién bang va Co quan An ninh
Van tdi, bdo ho rang ching ta vira nhan mot yéu sach nita, rang ching ta lai
tim thay nhién liéu may bay phan luc trén to thw thit hai. Ho nén tang cwong
an ninh tai toan b cac san bay. Va hay goi ca cho B6 Quoc phong. Mot san
bay quan sy c6 thé bi tan cong, ddc biét néu gia thiét lién quan t6i khiing bd
cua Tucker duwgc ching to la ding. Cau lam dugc khong? Noi chuyén vai
Lau Nam Géc ay? Nhan manh véi ho moi nguy co.”

“Vang, toi sé thuc hién.”

Quay lai vGi cac bang chitng ci#, Rhyme thé dai. Nhitng nhém khing bo
cong sinh, hoat dong thong tin lién lac trén tang may day dac, mot doi twong
tinh nghi vo hinh st dung tht vii khi vo hinh.

Con vu kia, n6 lyc dé bay Thg Bong Ho & Mexico City thi sao? Khong c6
gl ngoai cai bang mach bi hiém ay, cuén hwéng dan st dung tir nguwsi sé hitu
né va hai con s6 vo nghia:

Nam tram bay muoi va ba tram bdy muoi chin...

Chuing khién anh nghi dén nhitng con s6 khac. Nhitng con s6 trén chiéc
dong ho & gan day, chiéc dong ho dang dém ngugc tdi thoi han tiép theo.

THU YEU SACH THU HAI

- Bugc dwa cho Bemard Wahl, giam doc an ninh Algonquin.
- Bi Galt tan cong.
+ Khong co tiép xtc co thé, nén khong cé dau vét.
- Khong cé manh moi gi vé dia diém an nau hay khu vire tan cong tiép
theo.
- Gidy va myc giéng vai loai tim thdy trong can ho cua Galt.
+ Gidy c6 dau vét ctia nhién liéu thay thé dung cho may bay phan luc.
- Binh tan cong can c& quan sy?

HO SO THU PHAM
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- Bugc xac dinh danh tinh 1a Raymond Galt, 40 tudi, doc than song &
quan Manhattan, s6 227 pho Suffolk.

- Lién quan dén khung b6? Cé quan hé véi Cong ly cho (chwa xéac
dinh)? Nhom khung b6? Ca nhan mang tén Rahman dinh liu vao? c6
nhitng tin hiéu ma hoéa vé cac khoan tién chi trd, cac dong thai nhan sy
va thir gi do ‘16n’.

- Sy vi pham an ninh tai tram dién ctia Algonquin & Philadelphia c6 thé
co lién quan.

- Thong tin tr SIGINT: ti* ngit ma héa am chi vii khi, “gidy va céac
nguyén vat liéu” (sing, thudc no?).

- Nhitng ngudi dinh liu t¢i bao gom mot phu nit, mot nam gidi.

- Chuwa xac dinh duogc sy dinh liu cua Galt

- Bénh nhan ung thu; trit nhiéu vinblastine va prednisone c6 dau vét cta
etoposide. Mau trang.

- Galt 6 vii khi 1a Colt 45 1i 1911
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Chuong 47

Ti vi trong phong thi nghiém cua Rhyme dang bat.

May phtit tridc khi cudc hop bao do Andi Jessen t6 chitc dién ra, nguoi ta
da phat cau chuyén veé Lién hgp Algonquin va ban than Jessen. Rhyme to mo
muon biét vé nguwdi phu nit d6 va cham chi theo doi nguwdi dan Chwong trinh
lat gié nhitng budc di nghé nghiép caa chi ta. Cha chi ta da lam chu tich va
CEO ctia cong ty trwdc chi ta ra sao. Tuy nhién, khéng c6 yéu t6 gia dinh tri
nao & day, nguoi phu nit dé c6 bang ky sw va kinh doanh, da ty minh vwon
lén, thuc té da bat dau tir mot thg dat dwong day trén man bac bang New
York.

Nguwoi ta trich dan phat biéu cua Jessen, nguwoi gan bé ca doi voi
Algonquin, vé s tan tdm tan luc chi ta danh cho cong ty va muc tiéu xay
dung cong ty trd thanh doi tdc s6 mot ca vé san xudt lan moi gidi ban dién.
Rhyme khong biét rang, vi nhiéu quy dinh dwgc g& bo vai nam truwdc, cac
cong ty dién lyc cang ngay cang chen chan vao linh vec moi gidi: mua dién
va khi dot ti nhién tr cac cong ty khac, sau day ban lai. Mot s6 cong ty tham
chi da tir bé san xudt va truyén tai dién ma thyc té, chi con la ngwdi buén ban
vOi tai san khong cd gi ngoai van phong, may tinh va dién thoai.

Cung nhitng ngan hang rat 16n dirng dang sau.

Theo phéng vién, day la phong trao lam an kiéu Enron.

Tuy nhién, Andi Jessen chwa bao gio dé bi 16i kéo vé phia tiéu cuc - ngong
cubng, ngao man, tham lam. Nguwdi phu nit ran réi, day nghi lyc diéu khién
Algonquin vd&i sy chan phuong da 16i thoi va xa lanh doi song phu phiém. Ly
di chong, khong con cai. Jessen dwong nhw khong cé cudc doi nao khac ngoai
Algonquin. Nguwdi than duy nhat cda chi ta la em trai, Randall Jessen, &
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Philadelphia. Anh ta la quan nhan dvgc tang huan Chuwong trong thoi gian
sang Afghanistan chién dau, roi gidi ngii sau khi bi thwong vi mot qua bom
phat n6 vé duong.

Andi thudc s6 nhitng nguwoi 16n tiéng nhat nwdc, ting ho siéu lwdi dién -
mot lwdi dién hgp nhat lién két toan bo Bac My. Chi ta cam thay day la cach
hiéu qua hon rat nhiéu dé san xudt va dwa dién dén doi twong tiéu dung.
(Rhyme d6 rang Algonquin sé giit vai tro cha chét.)

Biét hiéu cta Jessen la “Ké Thong Sodai” - tuy dudng nhw chwa ai goi chi
ta truee tiép nhw thé hay khi c6 chi ta hién dién. Dwong nhw biét hiéu nay am
chi ca phong cach quan ly cyc ky tan nhan véi doi thu lan nhitng tham vong
danh cho Algonquin.

Suv hoai nghi gdy tranh cai cta chi ta vé nang lwong xanh duwgc boc 10
thang thirng trong mot doan phong van.

“Pau tién, toi mudn noi rang chung t6i tai Lién hgp Algonquin cam két
ung hé nhitng nguon nang lwgng tai tao. Nhung dong thoi toi nghi tat ca
ching ta cling can phai thyc té. Trai dat da ¢ day hang ti nam trudc khi chiing
ta mat mang, rung duoi, bat dau dot than da, 1ai nhitng chiéc xe chay dong co
dot trong, va nd sé tiép tuc ¢ day, hoan toan khong van dé gi, con lau, lau lam
sau khi ching ta chét hét r6i.”

“Khi ngudi ta néi nguwdi ta mudn ctru Trai dat, thuc ra y ho 1a ho mudn
ctu phong cach song ctia minh. Ching t6i phai thtra nhan rang ching toi
muon c6 nang lvgng va mudn c6 nhiéu. Rang ching tdi can nd - dé nén van
minh cang ngay cang tién bg, dé dwoc an uéng, dugc hoc hanh, dé st dung
nhitng thiét bi phitc tap theo doi sat sao nhitng ké doc tai trén thé gidi, dé
giup do cac nwdc Thé gidi thit Ba gia nhap Thé gidi thit Nhat. Dau Ita, than
da, khi dét ty nhién va nang lwgng hat nhan la cach tét nhat dé tao ra sttc
manh nay.”

Poan phdng van két thiic va dam hoc gia nhdy vao, ngudi chi trich, nguoi
hoan h6. Tuy nhién, viéc mo6 xé Jessen sé duwgc long quan chiing nhan dan
hon.

Cudi cung, la khung canh truyén tryc tiép tir Toa Thi chinh, bon ngudoi
dang ding trén buc: Jessen, 6ng thi trudng, giam déc S&@ Canh sat va Gary
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Noble, dai dién Bo An ninh Noi dia.

Ong thj trudng dwa ra mot thong bao ngin gon, rdi chuyén micro. Andi
Jessen, trong vira khac nghiét vira dem dén sw an long, néi véi tat ca moi
nguwoi rang Algonquin dang lam hét thdy nhitng gi c6 thé dé kiém soat tinh
hinh. Mot loat thiét bi bdo vé da dwogc dat vao vi tri, tuy nhién chi ta khong
cho biét day la nhirng thiét bi gi.

Gay bat ngd cho Rhyme, ciing nhu cho tit cd moi ngwdi c6 mat tai phong
hop, nhom bon nhan vat quyét dinh cong khai ndi dung thw yéu sach thit hai.
Rhyme do6 rang ly do cta quyét dinh nay la néu ho that bai trong viéc ngan
chan Galt va c6 thém ngudi chét vi mét vu tdn cong nita thi quan hé cong
ching va, c6 1€, hau qua phép ly déi véi Algonquin sé v6 cung toi té.

Pam phéng vién ngay lap tirc tim 14y tinh tiét d6, nhao nhao dat cau hoi
cho Jessen. Chi ta lanh lung dé nghi ho trat tw, r6i gidi thich viéc khong thé
dap &ng yéu sach. Viéc giam lwgng dién theo y muoén cua tén tdi pham sé dan
dén thiét hai hang tram triéu do6 la. Va rat c6 kha nang sé dan dén nhiéu cai
chét hon.

Chi ta n6i thém rang an ninh qudc gia sé bi de doa vi nhitng yéu sach kia
sé can tré cac hoat dong cua quan doi va cac hoat dong khac cua chinh phu.
“Algonquin giit vai tro quan trong trong bao vé dat nudc, ching t6i sé khong
lam bat ctr viéc gi khién cho dat nwéc lam nguy.”

Ngoan muc chwa, Rhyme nghi. Chi ta dang xoay chuyén toan bd tinh hinh.

Cudi cung, Jessen két thic bang mdt phat biéu ca nhan kéu goi Galt ra dau
thd véi canh sat. Ga sé dugc doi xit cong bang. “Pung khién gia dinh anh hay
bat ctt ai phdi chiu bat hanh vi bi kich xay t&i v4i anh. Ching toi sé lam tat ca
nhitng gi c6 thé dé giam baét noi dau cho anh. Nhung xin anh hdy hanh dong
ding dan, hay ra dau thu.”

Jessen khong tra 16i cau hoi nao va roi khoéi buc chi may giay ngay sau khi
noi xong, doi giay cao got go 1oc coc.

Rhyme dé y thdy rang mac du sy thong cam ctia chi ta 1a chan thanh, chi ta
khong mot lan thira nhan cong ty da lam sai diéu gi hodc cac duong dién cao
thé thue ra da c6 thé khién Galt hay bat cit ai khac mac ung thu.
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Roi giam doc S& Canh sat phat biéu, c6 gang hét sitc dé dwa ra sy tran an
cu thé. Canh sat va mat vu lién bang dang dugc trién khai dong loat tim kiém
Galt, Vé binh Quoc gia sé san sang ho trg néu xdy ra nhitng vu tan cong mdi
hoac ludi dién bi pha hoai.

Ong ta két thiic bing 10 yéu cau khan thiét cac cong dan hiy trinh bao bat
ct diéu gi khac thuong.

Loi kéu goi nay hitu ich ddy, Rhyme nghi. Néu co6 gi la trdt tw trong ngay
¢ thanh pho New York, thi do chinh la cdi khdc thuong.

ROi anh quay lai véi s6 chitng ct it 6i.
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Chuong 48

Stringer rdi khéi van phong ctia c6 trén tang tam mot toa nha c6 kinh & khu
Midtown Manhattan, ltic nam gi¢ b6n mwoi lam phait chiéu.

Co0 chao hai nguoi dan ong cling dang di ra thang may. Mot trong hai
nguoi co biét so so vi thi thodng ho van cham mat nhau trong toa nha nay.
Hang ngay, ching gio nay la Larry roi khoi day. Cé diéu khac 1a anh ta sé
quay lai van phong, lam viéc sudt dém.

Susan, ngugc lai, di vé nha.

Nguwoi phu nit ba mwoi lam tudi xinh dep hap dan lam bién tdp vién cho
mot tap chi chuyén nganh: nghé thuat va phuc dung do co, cha yéu la do thé
ky XVIII, XIX. Thi thodng, c06 cling sang tac tho va xudt ban. Nhitng niém
dam mé nay dem t&i cho c6 khoan thu nhap khiém ton th6i, nhung néu c6 khi
nao co ngo v vé s khon ngoan cua viéc gan bé véi nghé nghiép dang lam,
co chi can lang nghe cudc chuyén tro gitta Larry va ban anh ta ltic nay day, c6
biét rang minh khong bao gig di vao nga kinh doanh ay duwgc - luat phap, tai
chanh, ngan hang, ké toan.

Hai nguwoi dan 6ng mdc com 1é dat tién, deo dong ho rat oach va di nhitng
doi giay thanh lich. Nhung & ho toat 1én vé gi dé lo lang. Cau kinh. Dudng
nhw ho khong thich céng viéc minh lam lam.

Nguwoi ban phan nan minh bi sép giam sat gat gao. Larry thi phan nan vé
mot vu kiém toan dang chang ra dau vao dau.

Cang thang, kho sé.

Va ca thit ngon ngit dé nita.

Susan hai long vi c6 khong phdi dwong dau vdéi nhitng diéu nay. Cudc
song cua c6 la Rococo va cac thiét ké tha cong tan co dién, tir Chippendale
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t6i George HeppleWhite tGi Sheraton.

Vé dep thuc tién, c6 phat biéu nhw thé vé nhitng tdc pham cta ho.

“Tréng ong odi lam.” Nguwdi ban bao Larry.

Pung thé, Susan cong nhan.

“U. Vira di cong tac.”

“Vé hom nao?”

“Thi Ba.”

“Vra roi ong lam kiém toan vién cao cap a?”

Larry gat dau. “Céac thit s6 sach la con 4c mong. Mwoi hai tiéng dong ho
moi ngay. Hom duy nhat t6i ra dugc san golf la Chu nhat va nhiét do 1én tdi
mot tram muoi sau

“Oi gioi!”

“To6i phdi quay lai day. Thi Hai. Téi muon néi t6i hoan toan khong biét
tién n6 di dang nao. Co cai gi d6 am mudi.”

“Thoi tiét nong nuwc nhw thé, chac né bay hoi.”

“Khoi hai day!” Larry 1am bam theo cai cach khong khoi hai gi ca.

Hai ngwoi dan ong tiép tuc giéu cot vé cac bao cao tai chinh va cac khoan
tién bién mat, nhung Susan théi chd y téi ho. C6 trong thay mot ngwdoi dan
ong dang tién dén, mac chiéc quan yém cong nhan mau nau, doi mi, deo
kinh. Mat nhin xuéng, anh ta xach bd dung cu va can nwéc 16n, tuy nhién anh
ta han phai vira lam viéc tai mot van phong khac, vi hanh lang & day khong
c6 cay canh, van phong c6 cting khong c6. Chu but ctia ¢d khong chi tién cho
hoa hoét va chac chan 6ng ta khong chi tién cho ai twdi tam ching.

Budng thang may dén. Hai chang doanh nhan nhuwong cho c6 vao trudc, co
tw nhu it nhat mot chit vé ga lang van con ton tai ¢ thé ky XXI. Ngwoi cong
nhan kia ciing vao, dn nit xudng phia duwdi cach hai tang. Nhung, khac hai
ngwoi kia, anh ta tho 16 chen qua c6 dé ditng vao phia trong budng thang
may.

Ho bat dau xudng. Lat sau, Larry dwa &nh mat nhin xuéng. “Nay, anh, xem
nay. Anh dang lam chay nwdc day.”

Susan ngodnh nhin dang sau. Ngwoi cong nhan da vo y nghiéng can va
mot dong nwdc dang chdy xudng san thép khong gi ctia buéng thang may.
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“Q, xin 16i” Nguoi dan 6ng lam bam khong c6 vé gi 1a héi 16i ca. Susan
nhan thay nwéc 1énh lang khap san.

Crwa thang may m@ va nguwoi cong nhan budc ra. Mot nguoi khac buée
vao.

Ngudi ban cua Larry noéi to, “Can than, thang cha kia vira lam d6 nwéc ra
ddy. Tham chi chang buon lau di nita.”

Nhung Susan khong biét tha pham c6 nghe thdy khong. Ké ca nghe thay
thi c6 cling khong chac anh ta dé tam.

Ctra thang mdy dong lai va ho tiép tuc di xuong.
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Chuong 49

Rhyme nhin cham cham chiéc déng ho treo twong. Con mudi pht nita sé tdi
thoi han tiép theo.

Khodng mdt tiéng vita qua, canh sat va FBI da phoi hgp luc soat khap
thanh pho, va, trong ngo6i nha nay, cac chitng ct dwgc dién cuong phan tich
lai. Bién cuong... va vo ich. Kha nang phat hién dugc Galt hay dia diém tan
cong tiép theo cta ga van khong khac lic vu tan cong thit nhat méi xay ra.
Anh mét Rhyme dwa vé phia cac bang ching ct, van con 1a mot mé bong
bong nhitng manh ghép chwa dinh hinh.

Anh dé y thdy McDaniel dang n6i chuyén dién thoai. Vién mat vu lang
nghe, gat dau lia lia. Anh ta chiéu anh mat vé phia ké tay chan. Ro6i anh ta
cam on nguwoi goi dién va két thuc lién lac.

“M6t nhém C va T cua toi vira thu duwge mot két qua nita vé nhom khiing
bd. Mot két qua nho théi nhung cuwe ky quy gia. Trong cai tén xuat hién thém
tir Trai dat.”

“Cong ly cho Trai dat.” Sachs noi.

“Co6 thé con c6 cac tr khac nita, nhwng nhitng tir d6 la nhitng tir ching t6i
da chac chan. Cong ly. Cho. Va Trai dat.”

“ft nhat chiing ta ciing biét d6 1a khing bé sinh thai” Sellitto 1dm bam.

“Khong phu hgp bat ¢t co s¢ dit liéu nao a?” Rhyme néi to ban khodan ctia
minh.

“Khong, nhung anh hay nhd, tat cd nhitng két qua nay la t* mién dam
may. Va con mot két qua nita. Ké chi huy ditng thi hai sau Rahman c6 vé
nhuv mang tén Johnston.”

“Goc Anh.”
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Tuy nhién, nhitng diéu nay hitu ich dén dau? Rhyme byc boi tw héi.
Nhitng diéu nay bang cach nao ma gitip d& chiing ta phat hién duwgc dia diém
vu tan cong tiép theo, chi may phut nita la xay ra roi?

Va han da ché tao loai vii khi quai quy gi cho lan nay? Lai mot vu ho
quang dién nita? Lai mot mach dién chét nguwdi ¢ chon cong cong?

Anh méit Rhyme cdm chit vao nhitng tdm bang tréng.

McDaniel bao Thang oat, “Lién lac v6i Dellray cho t6i.”

Lat sau, giong vién mat vu phat ra qua loa ngoai, “Vang, ai day? Ai goi
day?”

“Fred. Tucker day. T6i dang & day véi Lincoln Rhyme va may ngudi cta
S¢ Canh sat New York.”

“O nha Rhyme a?”

“Phai.”

“Anh thé nao, Lincoln?”

“Kha hon.”

“Phai. Tat ca chiung ta déu kha hon.”

McDaniel noéi, “Fred, anh biét bitc thw yéu sach va thdi han méi réi chi.”

“Tro 1y ctia anh goi cho t6i. Co ay cling noi vdi toi dong co cua han. Galt
bi ung thw.”

“Chung ta da chac rang day 1a mot nhom khung bo. Khing b6 sinh thai.”

“Cai day lién quan tdi Galt nhw thé nao?”

“Cong sinh.”

“Gi cg?”

“MGt cau tric cong sinh. N6 da dugc nhac tdi trong thw bao cuta t6i... Bon
ching hop tac v6i nhau. Nhém khung bo cé tén 1a Cong ly cho Trai dat. Ké
chi huy dong th hai sau Rahman c6 tén la Johnston.”

Dellray hoi, “Nghe c6 vé nhu bon ching cé cac Chuong trinh hanh dong
khac nhau. Bon ching chap néi véi nhau ra sao? Galt va Rahman ay?”

“Toi khong biét, Fred. Bo6 chang phai van dé quan trong. C6 thé nhém kia
lién lac v&i han, vi doc dwgc nhitng bai viét vé ung thw ctia han. Pay trén
Internet ddy.”

«).”
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“Thoi, thoi han kia sé hét bat c lic nao. Tay trong cta anh da cé ti gi
chwa vay?”

Mot chut im lang. “Chwa, Tucker. Chwa c6.”

“Cuoc gap. Anh bdo né6 dién ra lic ba gig.”

Lai mot chat ngan ngte. “Pung thé. Nhung anh ta chwa c6 gi cu thé. Anh ta
sé chui sau them ti nita.”

“Me kiép cai thé gidi ngam d6.” Vién mat vu FBI quat, khién Rhyme bat
ngo. Anh khong thé twdng twong mot ti tuc tiu lai dwoc thot ra qua déi méi
min mang cda anh ta. “Vay, hay goi cho thang cha cta anh, cung cap thong
tin vé nhém Cong ly cho Trai dat. Va ké m@i xuat hién, Johnston.”

“T6i sé thuc hién.”

“Fred?”

“Sao?”

“Han la ké duy nhat c6 duwgc manh moi a, thang cha chi diém cta anh ay?”

“Phai.”

“Va han khong nghe duwogc gi, khong mot cai tén, khong gi ca?”

“E la vay!”

McDaniel néi giong quan tri, “O, cdm on, Fred. Anh di 1am nhitng gi c6
thé.” Y nhu anh ta chang hé hy vong biét duwgc diéu gi hitu ich.

Mot chit im lang. “Tat nhién roi,”

Ho két thic lién lac. Ca Rhyme lan Sellitto déu dé y thay nét mat byc boi
cua McDaniel.

“Fred la mot nguoi dugc viéc.” Vién tham tr noi.

“Anh ta la mot nguoi duge viec.” Vien Pho Trudng van phong dap voi va.
Qua voi va.

Nhung cht dé vé Fred Dellray va quan diém ctia McDaniel doi véi anh ta
da bién mat, ngay sau khi tat cd moi nguwoi trong ngdi nha, trir Thom, nhan
dwgc cac cudc goi tir dién thoai di dong, moi cudc cach nhau khong qua nam
gidy dong ho.

Ttr nhitng nguon khdc nhau, tuy nhién tin tifc thi giong nhau.

Madc du van con bay phit nita méi tGi thoi han, Ray Galt da lai tdn cong,
lai sat hai them nhitng con ngudi vo t0i ¢ Manhattan.
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Ho nam thong tin chi tiét qua ngudi goi cho Seilltto. Qua loa ngoai, vién
canh sat khu viec S& Canh sat New York, giong cé vé tré va hoang mang, bat
dau m6 ta vu tan cong buong thang may ctia mot toa van phong khu Midtown
dang c6 bon nguwoi trong dé6. “Tinh hinh... tinh hinh kha la t6i té.” R6i giong
vién canh sat tac lai, lan vao con ho. Hodc c6 thé don gian la con ho che giau
di cam xuc cua anh ta.

Vién canh sat xin 16i, n6i may phut nita sé goi lai.

Anh ta tuyét nhién khong goi lai.
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Chuong 50

Lai cai mui do.

Liéu Amelia Sachs c6 bao gio thoat khéi duge né khong?

Va thdm chi néu ¢6 c6 ky co va ky co va vitt hét quan ao di, liéu c6 c6 bao
gi0 quén dugc né? Duwong nhuw 6ng tay 4o va toc cua mot nan nhan da boc
chay trong buéng thang mdy. Lta khong 16n nhung khoi day dac va cai mui
that kinh tém.

Sachs va Ron Pulaski dang chui vao b6 ao lién quan. C6 hoi mét trong so
cac si quan Bon vi Phan tng nhanh, “Ttt vong ngay tai cho a?” Co ra hiéu vé
phia buéng thang may 10 m¢& khoi.

“Phai.”

“Cac thi thé dau roi?”

“O dau hanh lang. Téi biét chiing tdi da 1am xao tron hién trudng, tham ti,
nhung nhiéu khoi nhu thé, ching t6i khong biét tinh hinh ra sao. Ching t6i
phai dap hét Itra.”

Sachs bédo anh ta khong van dé gi. Kiém tra tinh trang nan nhan la wu tién
s6 mot. Hon nita, khong c6 gi pha huy hién treong vu an bang ltra. Vai dau
chan ctia nhan vién cap cttu cling chang lam thay doi hién trwong la bao.

“Sur viéc da dién ra nhuw thé nao?” Sachs héi vién si quan Pon vi Phan tng
nhanh.

“Chung t6i khong biét chac chan. Nguoi quan ly toa nha néi rang buong
thang mdy ditng ngay bén trén tang trét. Roi khéi bat dau tda ra. Va nhitng
tiéng thét. Cho tGi Iic ho dwa dugc buong thang may xudng dén tang chinh,
md cita, thi tat ca da xong.”
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Sachs rung minh. Nhitng manh kim loai néng chdy da du khtng khiép,
nhung, noi hoang sg trwedc tinh canh bi giam ham, c6 thdm chi c6 cam giac
dau dén hon vGi y nghi vé bon con ngudi kia trong mét khong gian dong kin
day dién... va mot ngwoi boc chay.

Vién si quan Pon vi Phan ng nhanh ra soat qua ghi chép ctia minh. “Cac
nan nhan bao gobm madt ngwoi lam bién tap tap chi nghé thuat, mét luat sw va
mot ké toan trén tang tdm. MOt nhan vién ban phu tung may tinh trén tang
sau. Pay la néu chi quan tam.”

Sachs luon luon quan tam dén bat ci thit gi khién cac nan nhan tré nén xac
thirc. Mot phan vi n6 sé dong vién tinh than c6, né sé dam bao cho c6 khong
bi chai san di treéc nhitng va cham trong céng viéc. Nhung mot phan con vi
quan diém ma Rhyme da truyén sang cho c6. La mot nha khoa hoc thuan tuy,
mot nguoi theo chu nghia duy ly, su tai ba cia Rhyme trong linh vec kham
nghiém hién treong con nho ¢ anh co6 kha nang phi thuvong doc duge suy nghit
cua thu pham.

Nhiéu nam tredc, ngay lan dau tién ho cung lam viéc, mét hién truong
khung khiép ciing lién quan t6i hé thong phuc vu cong cong - trong vu an dé
la hé thong hoi nwdc nong - Rhyme da thi thao véi Sachs céi diéu c6 thudc
nam long moi khi di theo 6 ban c@, “Anh mu6n em trd thanh han,” anh néi vé
tha pham. “Hay chui vao dau 6c han. Em von van tu duy theo cach ctia ching
ta. Anh mu6n em hay tu duy theo cach ctia han.”

Rhyme titng bdo Sachs mac du anh tin twéng rang khoa hoc kham nghiém
hién treong cé thé hoc dugce, kha nang thadu cdm nay la nang khiéu bam sinh.
Va Sachs tin twéng rang cach tot nhat dé duy tri méi lién hé nay - sgi day
dién nay, bay gio' co6 hinh dung nhuw thé, gitta k§ nang va con tim - la khong
khi nao quén di cac nan nhan.

“San sang chwa?” Co6 hoi Pulaski.

“T6i nghi la r6i!”

“Bon em chuan bi ra soét hién truong day, Rhyme.” Sachs n6i vao micro.

“Pugc, nhung hdy lam viéc &y ma khong c6 anh nhé, Sachs.”

Co lo lang. Mac du Rhyme pht nhan, anh khong khoe. C6 c6 thé dé dang
nhan thay diéu nay. Nhung héa ra c6 mot ly do khac khién anh rit lui. “Anh

https://thuviensach.vn



mudn em ra soat hién tredng cung anh chang & Algonquin.”

“Sommers?”

“Phai!”

“Tai sao?”

“Mot phan, anh thich dau 6c ctia anh ta. Anh ta c6 tw duy rong. Chac day
la khia canh ctia con nguwdi phat minh. Anh khong biét. Nhwng ngoai ra, c6
cai gi dé khong 6n, Sachs a. Anh khong giai thich duwgc. Anh cam thay ching
ta dang bo qua cai gi do6. Galt it nhat da phdi 1én ké hoach cho sy viéc ca
thang nay roi. Tuy nhién, bay gi®, c6 vé nhu cac vu tan cong dang dién ra
nhanh hon, hai vu trong vong mét ngay. Anh khong hiéu dugc.”

“Co thé vi chiing ta da dén gan han nhanh hon han nghi lic dau.” Sachs
dat gia thiét.

“Co thé. Anh khong biét. Nhung nhw thé thi han cling mudn chdn bwéc
tién chung ta lai.”

“Chinh xac!”

“Bdi vay anh muén mot hudng nhin nhan mégi. Anh da goi cho Charlie, va
anh ta san sang giip dd... Anh ta Iic nao ciling an khi néi chuyén dién thoai
a?”

“Anh ta thich do an vat.”

“0, khi em xem xét lwéi dién, hdy bdo dam ring anh ta dirng nhai céi gi
kéu rao rao. Hé em san sang la lién lac sé dwgc két noi véi em. Tré vé day
cang sém cang t6t, dem theo bat ct thit gi phat hién dugc. Ngay bay gio, c6
1é Galt dang bo tri mot vu tan céng nita!”

Ho két thic lién lac. Sachs liéc nhin Ron Pulaski, cau ta rd rang van dang
lo lang.

T6i can cdu tham gia vdi chung toi, cdu tdn binh.

Co0 goi cau ta dén. “Ron, hién treong chinh ¢ dudi gac, noi han cé 1€ da bo
tri cac day dién va thiét bi cia han.” C6 dap dap vao bo dam. “T6i sé trao doi
v6i Charlie Sommers. Toi can anh kham nghiém thang mdy.” C6 ngirng mot
chit “Va xem xét cac thi thé nita. Chac khong c6 nhiéu dau vét dé lai.
Phuong thitc hanh dong ctia han 1a khong c6 bat cit tiép xtc truc tiép nao voéi
nan nhan. Nhung viéc do 1a viéc can lam. Anh thay cé van dé gi khong?”
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Chang canh sat tré gat dau. “Bat c viéc gi chi can, Amelia.” Nghe chan
thanh mot cach dau dén. Co nghi cau ta dang c6 chudc lai 16i gay tai nan bén
ngoai can ho cua Galt.

“Bat tay vao viéc di. Va dirtng quén Vicks nhé.”

“Cai gi?”

“Trong hop dung cu ay. Vicks VapoRub. Nhét mot it vao mii. Dé khéi
phadi ngti cai mui kia.”

Nam phuit sau, Sachs dwgc két noi lién lac v6i Charlie Sommers, cam thay
biét on anh ta da gidp d& co6 xi 1y hién trwong - cung cap nhitng “ho trg ky
thuat,” ma anh ta dinh nghia, theo cach hoi vo duyén, la gitip d& c6 “gitr 1dy
cai ban toa.”

Sachs bat ngon den deo trudce tran, bat dau di xudng cau thang, xudng tang
ham cua toa nha, mo td cho Charlie Sommers chinh xac nhitng gi c6 trong
thdy & bé d& thang may am wét, nhdp nhap. Co6 chi két noi lién lac véi anh ta
qua radio, khong qua video nhu hay lam v&i Rhyme.

Toa nha da dugc Pon vi Phan &ng nhanh kiém tra an ninh nhung co rat y
thitc vé diéu Rhyme bédo c6 truwdc do - rang Galt rat co thé sé quyét dinh bat
dau nham vao lyc Iwgng truy dudi ga. Cé nhin xung quanh mét lat, chi thay
mady cho ngoat hat nhitng bong den trong ngd ngo nhw bong nguoi.

Ching héa ra chi la nhitng bong den nhang nhac giéng bong ngudi ma
thoi.

Sommers hoéi, “Chi c6 thay cai gi dwgc bat vao hé thong ray dan huwéng
khong?”

Sachs tap trung quan sat lan nita. “Khong, khong cé gi. Nhung... c6 mot
doan cap Bennington dwgc bat vao twong. T6i..

“Kiém tra dién ap cai da.”

“Cling dang dinh bao nhu thé!”

“A, tho dién bam sinh.”

“Khong hé. Sau vu an nay, t6i thdm chi sé chang con dam ty thay ac-quy 6
t0 nita.” Sachs quét thiét bi phat hién dién ap. “Zero.”

“To6t. Buwong day chay nhw thé nao?”
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“Mot dau, né ndi vai mot thanh dan dang ling lang trong truc thang may.

N6 chay sat phia dugi day buong thang may. Cho c6 tiép xic chdy den. DBau
kia n6i v6i mot sgi cap day chay vao mot bang dién mau be trén twdong, giong
nhv mot ta thudce 16n. Sgi cap Bennington duwgc dau véi duong day chinh
bang thiét bi chuyén mach diéu khién tir xa, giong nhu & hién trwedng vira roi
ay.”
Sommers hwéng dan chinh xac cach g& nhitng sgi cap va bao c6 can dé y
cai gi. Tuy nhién, tredc khi 1ay bat i thit gi ra, Sachs déu dat s6 va chup anh.
RO6i ¢6 cam on Sommers, néi rang hién tai c6 maGi chi can dén thé. Ho két
thac lién lac va co6 ra soat hién truong theo 6 ban cd, bao gom ca cac 16i vao
vara - héa ra qua 1a c6 mot céi cita & gan d6 thong ra con hém. O khéa méng
manh, gan day da bi nay. Co cling chup anh cai ctra.

Co6 chuan bi 1én gac véi Pulaski thi dirng lai.

Dd c6 bon nan nhdan trong thang mdy nay.

Sam Vetter va bon ngudi khac thiét mang tai khach san, mét s6 dang nam
bénh vién. Luis Martin.

Va noi sg hai lan khap thanh pho, noi s¢ hai doi véi ké sat nhan vo hinh.

Sachs twéng twgng ra Rhyme noéi, “Em phdi tré thanh han.”

Sachs dat vat chitng xuéng bén canh cau thang b6 va quay lai bé d& thang
may.

Minh la hdn. Minh la Raymond Galt...

Sachs gap kho khan khi hinh dung ra ké cuong tin, ké thap tu chinh do, vi
thi tinh cdm 4y, trong suy nghi ctia c6, khong phu hop vdi sy tinh toan vo
cung chinh xadc ma ga da thé hién cho t6i ldc bay gio. Bat ci ké nao khac
cling sé chi na mot phat sing vao Andi Jessen hay ném mot qua bom chay
vao nha may & quan Queens. Nhung Galt lai ton biét bao cong phu dé ché tao
mot th vii khi giét ngudi day phic tap.

Thé nghia la sao?

Minh la han.

Minh la Galt.

Pau 6c ¢6 nhu mat nwdc phang lang, roi cau tra 16i nhw nhitng bot khi dan
dan ndi 1én: Minh bat can dong co. Minh bat can tai sao minh dang hanh

https://thuviensach.vn



dong nhu thé nay. Nhitng céi ay khong quan trong.

Quan trong la tap trung vao ky thuat, vi du nhw tao ra ché dau noi hay bo
cong tac hoan hao nhat c6 thé dé gay ra thiét hai 16n nhat.

Do la trung tam vi tru ctia minh.

Minh da nghién qua trinh nay, da nghién dong dién...

Va tlt y nghi ay xuat hién mot y nghi khac: Y nghi vé cac géc do. Han da
phdi... Minh da phai b6 tri thanh dan mot cach chinh xac, sao cho né dung
san thang may khi thang may xuéng gan dén sanh nhung chwa xuéng han dén
sanh.

Nghia 1a minh da phdi & dugi nay quan sat thang may hoat dong tir tat ca
cac phia, dé dam bdo cho doi trong, banh rang, dong co, cac cap cua thang
may khong hay thanh dan sang bén canh ciing nhw khong dong dén sgi cap
Bennington.

Minh phai nghién ctu truc thang may tw moi goc do. Minh phai lam viéc
do.

Sachs bo dwéi tang ham nhdp nhap, xung quanh bé d& truc thang may -
dirng & tit ca nhitng vi tri ma Galt han da trong thay dwoc sgi cap, thanh dan
va cac diém tiép xuc. C6 khong phat hién ra dau chan hay dau van tay nao.
Nhung c6 qua la da phat hién ra nhitng khoang san cé ddu vét x4o trén con
m&i, va chang phai vo ly khi nghi ga titng pht phuc tai nhitng cho dy xem xét
tdc pham giét nguwdi ctia minh.

Sachs ldy mau tir mudi vi tri, cho vao cac tui riéng biét, danh dau theo vi
tri trén la ban: 10’ tdy bac, 7’ nam... R6i c0 thu tit ca cac vat chitng khac, leo
1én sdnh bang doi chan nhitc nhéi vi chitng viém khap.

Sachs dén cho Pulaski, nhin vao trong thang may. Hw hai khong nghiém
trong. Co vai vét khoi - di kem la cai mui kinh khing ay. C6 hoan toan khong
twong twong duwgc sé nhw thé nao khi dang & trong thang may va dot ngot
muoi ba nghin volt xuyén qua co thé minh. Coé do6 rang it nhat cdc nan nhan
cling chang cam thay gi nita sau mdy gidy dau tién.

Co thay Pulaski da dat s6 va chup anh, “Anh phat hién dugc gi khong?”

“Khong. T6i cling di kham nghiém buong thang mdy. Nhung bang diéu
khién gan day khong bi m& ra.”
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“Han bo tri tat ca cac thi tir phia dudi kia. Con cac thi thé?”

Nét mat Pulaski nghiém trang, dan vat, va Sachs c6 thé thay dady at phai la
mot viéc day kho khan. Tuy nhién, cau ta néi giong déu déu, “Khong c6 dau
vét gi. Nhung c6 mot chi tiét dang quan tam. Tat ca ba ngudi déu bi wot dé
giay. Tat ca nhitng chiéc giay ay.”

“Do lyc lwgng ctu hoa a?”

“Khong, lic ho t6i thi liva da tat.”

Nuéc. Bang quan tam day. Dé tang mic dan dién. Nhwng han lam giay ho
w6t bang cach nao? R6i Sachs hoi, “Anh néi cé ba thi thé?”

“Vang!”

“Nhung nguwoi & Bon vi Phan tng nhanh bao c6 bon nan nhan.”

“Bon nan nhan, tuy nhién chi ba nguoi thiét mang. Bay.” Pulaski dwa cho
Sachs mau giay,

“Cai gi vay?” Trén mau gidy ghi mot cai tén va mot s6 dién thoai

“Nguoi song sot day. Toi nghi chi s€ muon néi chuyén véi chi ta. Chi ta
tén la Susan Stringer. Chi ta & pho Vincent 8. Bi ngat kho6i va bong mot chuit.
Nhung chi ta sé khong sao. Chirng mot tiéng dong ho nita, ho sé cho chi ta
ve.”

Sachs lac dau. “T6i khong biét bang cach nao ma ai dé cé thé song sét.
Vi dong dien muoi ba nghin volt.”

Ron Pulaski tra 10, “O, chi ta 1a ngudi tan tat ngdi xe lan. Cac banh bang
cao su, chi biét day. Téi nghi nhd vay chi ta da dwgc cach dién.
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Chuong 51

“Cau ta sao r6i?” Rhyme hoi Sachs, c6 vira trd vé phong thi nghiém.

Ron 4? Hoi mat tdp trung. Nhung cau dy da hoan thanh t6t nhiém wvu.
Kham nghiém t thi. D6 1a mot nhiém vu khé khan. Nhung cau dy da phat
hién duwgc diéu dang quan tam. Vi sao d6 ma tit cd cac nan nhan déu bi wét
giay.”

“Galt lam nhu thé bang cach nao?”

“Em khong biét.”

“Em nghi Ron khong qua choang vang chir?”

“Khong qua. Nhung hoi. Cé diéu cau ay con tré tudi. Biéu ay ciing la binh
thuong.”

“Dé chang phai mot 1y do.”

“Khong. D6 la 1oi giai thich.”

“P06i vdi anh cd hai déu giong nhau.” Rhyme lam bam. “Cau ta dau?”

Lic ay da qua tdm gio t6i. “Cau ay quay lai can hd cta Galt, cdu ay sg
minh c6 bd qua chi tiét nao do.”

Theo Rhyme, y twdng nay khong té, tuy anh tu tin rang ldc tredc chang
canh sat tré da khdm nghiém hién truong ky lwdng roi.

Anh néi thém, “C dé mat tGi cau ta nhé. Anh khong danh liéu véi tinh
mang bat ¢t ai chi vi ngudi ay thiéu tap trung dau.”

“Nhat tri.”

Chi con Sachs, Rhyme va Cooper ¢ phong thi nghiém. McDaniel va
Thang oat da tré vé toa nha ciia Co quan Diéu tra Lién bang, hop véi Bo An
ninh Noi dia. Con Sellitto thi trd vé Toa nha Lén - tru s& sd@ Canh sat New
York. Rhyme khong chac chan anh ta dang gap g& nhitng ai, nhung khong
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nghi ngo gi vé mét danh sach rat dai nhitng ngudi muon duwgc giai thich ly do
tai sao chwa c6 doi twong tinh nghi nao bi bat.

Cooper va Sachs dang bay cac vat chitng Sachs da thu thap tai toa van
phong ra. Nguoi ki thuat vién sau day kiém tra sgi cap cling nhu cac chi tiét
khac duwgc dau noi dudi bé do truc thang may.

“Con mét viéc nay nita.” Chac Sachs nghi giong co6 nghe van ty nhién.
Thuyec t€ thi né dang chita dung day y nghia doi véi Rhyme. Yéu ai d6 that la
mot van dé gay go, ta c6 thé phat hién dwoc ngay ho dang lam gi.

“Gi thé?” Anh nhin c6 bang anh mat do hoi von di.

“C6 mot nhan ching. Chi ta da ¢ trong thang may khi nhitng nguoi khac
thiét mang.”

“Co ta bi thvong nang a?”

“Co vé la khong. Hau nhw chi bi hit phai khoi.”

“Héan chang dé chiu gi. Téc chay.” Hai 16 miii Rhyme hoi phong ra.

Sachs hit hit nhitng lon téc dé cia c6. Miii ¢6 ciing nhan lai. “T6i nay em
sé tam goi that 1au.”

“Co ta c0 thong tin gi?”

“Em chua kip phong van chi ta... Chi ta sé dén day ngay sau khi dugc cho
ve.”

“Pén day a?” Rhyme ngac nhién héi. Khong chi vi, thit nhat, anh von van
hoai nghi cac nhan chitng, ma chuyén cho phép nguoi la vao phong thi
nghiém con la van dé an ninh. Néu mot nhém khing b6 ditng dang sau nhitng
vu tan cong, bon ching c6 thé s& muén mot thanh vién cta minh lot vao noi
lam viéc tuyét doi riéng biét cta cac diéu tra vién.

Nhung Sachs chi bat cudi, doan dwgc suy nghi ctia anh. “Em da kiém tra
chi ta r6i, Rhyme. Chi ta trong sach. Khong tién an tién sy gi ca. Bién tap
vién lau nam cua mot tap chi vé do ndi that. Hon nita, em nghi d6 chang phai
la y twdng t6i, em sé tiét kiém dwoc thoi gian dén bénh vién r6i lai quay ve.
Em c6 thé ¢ day, xtt ly chitng c¢.”

“Con gi nita?”

Sachs ngan ngtr. Co lai mim cwoi. “Em da dai dong qua chang?”

«“0y.»
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“Thoi dugce réi. Chi ta la ngwoi khuyét tat.”

“Pang la nguoi khuyét tat a? Piéu d6 van chwa tra 16i cau héi caa anh.”

“Chi ta muon gap anh, Rhyme. Anh la ngudi noi tiéng.”

Rhyme thé dai. “T6t.”

Sachs quay sang anh, mat nheo lai. “Anh khong tranh luan gi.”

Bay gio thi anh bat cudi. “Chang c6 tam trang. D€ c6 ta dén di. Anh sé ty
minh phong van co ta. Sé cho em thay viéc d6 dwoc thuc hién nhw thé nao.
Ngan gon va ngot ngao.”

Sachs nhin bang 4nh mat than trong.

Xong, Rhyme hoi, “Anh cé gi r6i, Mel?”

Ghé mat vao thau kinh hién vi, ngwoi ky thuat vién dap.

“Khong c6 gi hitu ich dé xac dinh nguén goc cua han.”

“Xac dinh nguén goc. H6i xwa di hoc, t6i trét bo qua mat dong tiv do.”
Rhyme gat gong noi.

“Nhung t6i c6 mot phat hién.” Cooper phét 10 binh luan cia Rhyme, doc
két qua tir may sac ky. “Dau vét vat chat theo co sé dit liéu la sam va ky ti.”

“Thao mdc Trung Qudc, c6 thé la tra.” Rhyme tuyén bd. Vai nam trudc,
c6 mot vu an lién quan dén mot tdi pham nguwdi Trung Qudc, mot ké budn 1au
dong vat t Trung Quoc vao MY, va phan 1én cudc diéu tra xoay xung quanh
Chinatown. Mot si quan canh sat tir Trung Quodc dai luc sang ho trg da day
Rhyme vé thdo dugc, cho rang n6 cé thé gitp do anh phuc hoi sitc khde. Tat
nhién, nhitng thdo dwgc dé chang dem dén hiéu qua gi, nhwvng Rhyme nhin ra
mon hoc dy c6 kha nang sé hitu ich doi vGi cac cudc diéu tra trong twong lai.
Bay gio, anh ghi nhan két qua nay, nhung cling dong y véi Cooper rang no
chwa han 1a mot manh moi. H6i xwa, nhitng th thdo mdc dé chi tim thay
duwge & nhitng ctra hidu ban do A. Ngay nay thi ching c6 mat tai tat ca cac
ctta hiéu dugce pham Rite Aid va cac ctra hiéu thyc pham Food Emporium
khap thanh phé.

“Em lam on ghi lén bang di, Sachs.”

Trong lic c6 viét, Rhyme xem xét mot loat nhitng chiéc tdi nho dung
chitng ctt x€p thanh hang, v&i nhitng chiéc thé bao quan chitng ci& ¢o viét tay.
Chung dvgce dan nhan theo hwéng chi cta la ban.
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“Muoi nguoi Anh-diéng nho” Rhyme néi, trong co6 vé suy nghi. “Chung ta
c6 gi ¢ d6?”

“Em titc phat dién, Rhyme. Khong, em titc dén 10n rudt dy.”

“T6t. Anh da thay su gian dit dwgc gidi phong. Tai sao?”

Muoi nguoi Anh-diéng nho la mot bai hat cta tré em My. Mot phién ban
ctia n6 la Muoi ngudi da den nho, da duge Agatha Christie st dung trong tiéu
thuyét trinh thdm ctng tén ctia ba. Han Rhymc dang lién twéng téi cudc diéu
tra ly ky do.

“Vi chung ta chwa thé phat hién ra han. Nén em thu cac mau tir khoang san
han c6 16 di mo mam. Em phai bo xung quanh céai choé tém lgm ay day,
Rhyme.”

“Ly do cho vét ban.” Anh nhin tran Sachs.

Co bat gap anh mat anh. “Em sé rtta di sau.” Mot nu cwdi. Bay quyén rd,
Rhyme chac chan nhu thé.

Anh nhuén 16ng may. “Thoi, bat tay tim kiém di. Hay ndi cho anh xem em
tim thay gi.”

Sachs deo gang tay, r6i d6 mau vao mudi chiéc dia kham nghiém. Peo cadp
kinh lip, c6 bat dau lya loc cac thit, st dung chiéc que tham v6 trung dé bdi,
gat. Dat cat, dau mau thudc 14, gidy vun, dc, vit, nhitng mau duong nhu phan
chuot, téc, vai vun, vé boc keo va do an nhanh, hat bé téng, kim loai, da. L&p
biéu bi duéi long dat cia New York.

Ttwr 1au, Rhyme da biét doi vdi viéc tim kiém chitng ct tai mét hién truong
vu an, quan trong la xac dinh dwgc nhitng loai vat chat dac thu. Nhitng loai
vat chat nao xuat hién di xuat hién lai & cac mau? Nhirng loai nay c6 thé bi
gat ra. Nhitng yéu t0 c6 thé lién quan t&i vu an la nhitng yéu t6 don nhat, xuat
hién lac cho. Ké lac loai, cac nha thong ké va cac nha xa hdi hoc goi chiing
nhv vay.

Hau hét tit cad cac th Sachs tim thay déu co su ldp lai ¢ tat cd cac dia
mau. Nhung c6 mot thit hoan toan riéng biét: Mot chiéc dai kim loai bé ti xiu
udn cong, gan tron, bé rong khoang gap doi 16i but chi. Mac du c6 nhiéu mau
kim loai khéc - nhitng manh 6c, vit, vo bao - khong cé gi giong nhu thé.

NOo ciling sach sé nita, diéu dé dat ra gia thiét la né méi bi bé & day.
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“Cai nay nam @ vi tri nao, Sachs?”

Pang khom lung tim kiém, c6 lién ditng day, viron vai, nhin nhan dan trén
chiéc tti dé phia trwdc dia.

“Céach truc thang mdy sdu mét, hwéng tdy nam. D6 la vi tri han han da
quan sat dwgc tat ca cac cho dau néi han thye hién. N6 ¢ phia dwdi maot thanh
ram.”

Vay Galt han da ng6i phu phuc. Mau kim loai c6 thé roi ra tr chiéc gau lo-
vé hay tir cho nao ddy trén quan do ga. Rhyme bao Sachs gio n6 1én dé anh
xem xét ky lvdng. Co deo cap kinh Iip cho anh, diéu chinh. R6i c6 dung nhip
gap mau kim loai lén, gio gan lai.

“A, ma xanh.” Anh noéi. “éng dung trén bé mat sat. Sting ngan chang han.
Puogc xt 1y bang na tri hidroxit va na tri nitrit. D€ chong an mon. Va cé dac
tinh chiu kéo tot. N6 la mot loai 10 xo gi d6. Mel, co s@ dit liéu vé cac bo
phan co khi cia anh thé nao?”

“Khong dwgc cap nhat nhu hoi anh con phu trach, nhung ciing tam tam.”

Rhyme vao mang, vit va go mat khau man hinh. Anh c6 thé st dung ché
do nhan dién giong ndi, nhung cac ky tw nhv @ % * - ma co quan canh sat st
dung dé lam tang tinh bdo mat - kha rac ré6i khi biéu dat thanh 16i.

Man hinh chinh cua co s@ dit lieu kham nghiém hién truong S6@ Canh sat
New York m@ ra va Rhyme bat dau @ muc Kim loai - Lo xo.

Sau mudi phit chay qua hang tram mau, anh théng bao, “Theo t6i, né la
mot day toc.”

“Cai gi vay?” Cooper hai.

Rhyme cau mat. “T6i e d6 la tin buon. Néu n6 la ctia han, nghia la han c6
1é sé thay do6i phwong phap tan cong.”

“Nhuw thé nao?” Sachs noéi to thac mac.

“Chuing dugce st dung trong nhitng thiét bi hen gid... T6i cudc la han lo
lang khi thay ching ta dang ap sat han. Va han sé bat dau st dung thiét bi hen
gi0 thay cho thiét bi diéu khién tir xa. Khi vu tan cong tiép theo xay ra, han
c6 thé da & mot quan khac.”

Rhyme bao Sachs bo chiéc 16 xo vao tui, gan thé bdo quan ching ct.
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“Han théng minh day.” Cooper nhan xét. “Nhwng han sé pham phai sai
lam. Bon ching luén luén pham phai sai lam.”

Bon chuing thuong pham phdi sai lam, Rhyme tham sita lai.

ROi nguoi ky thuat vién néi “Thu dugce ddu van tay kha rd rang & mot
trong hai bd chuyén mach diéu khién tw xa.”

Rhyme hy vong do6 l1a dau van tay cta ké khac, nhung, khong, chi 1a dau
van tay cua Galt - bay gio, ga chang can than trong che day danh tinh nita vi
ho da biét roi.

bién thoai reo chuéng va Rhyme chép chdp mat nhin ma nwdc. Anh tra
101 ngay lap tuc.

“Ngai Chi huy Luna.”

“Pai uy Rhyme, ching ta c6, c6 1é thé, mot dién bién méi.”

“Xin hay noi di.”

“Cach day mot tiéng dong ho, c6 mdt vu bao chay lam tai mot canh cda
toa nha ma Thg Bong H6 da quan sat. Trén tang dé dat van phong ctia mot
cong ty moi gigi cho vay mua nha & khu vec My Latin. Chu cong ty la mot
tay hoat dong ac lam. Bi diéu tra vai lan r6i. N6 khién t6i nghi ngo. T6i da
kiém tra lai lich tay nay va thay ga tirng bi doa giét.”

“Ai doa?”

“Nhitng khach hang ma cac vu lam an cta ho hoa ra khong sinh 101 nhu ho
mong muodn. Ga con tién hanh mot s6 hoat dong khac nita, t6i khong dé dang
tim hiéu dwoc. Va néu t6i khong dé dang tim hiéu dwgc thi cau tra 16i don
gian thoi: Ga la mot ké lra dao. Co nghia la ga phai trang bi cho minh mot
doi ngti an ninh hung hau.”

“Nén ga thudc loai muc tiéu doi hoi mot sat tha nhw Thg Bong Ho.”

“Chinh xac.”

“Nhung,” Rhyme tiép tuc, “toi cling khéng quén rang muc tiéu c6 thé &
chinh xac dau dang kia ctia tda nha, doi dién van phong cong ty do.”

“Anh nghi vu bao chay la dong tac gia.”

“Co thé.”

“T0i sé yéu cau nhan vién cua Arturo quan tam tGi kha nang ay nita. Anh
ta da huy dong luc lvgng ngoai tuyén tot nhat, bi mat nhat cia minh.”
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“Ngai c6 phat hién dugce gi thém vé cac thit dung bén trong cai hop Logan
da nhan khong? Ch I v6i nhitng dau gach ngang? Béang mach, cudn sach
nho, va nhitng con s6?”

“Khong c6 gi ngoai s phong doan. Va, t6i nghi la anh ciing giong nhu toi,
Pai 1y, t6i cdm thdy s phéng doan lam lang phi thoi gian.”

“Pung thé, Ngai Chi huy.”

Rhyme cam on 0ng ta lan nita va ho két thiic cudc goi. Anh liéc nhin dong
ho treo twong. Muoi gio t6i. Pa ba muoi lam tiéng dong ho ké tr Iic xdy ra
vu tan cong & bén xe buyt. Pau 6c Rhyme roi tung. Mot mat, anh y thitc dwgc
cai ap lyc ghé gém phai tién vé phia tredc trong mot vu an dang cham chap
dén phat nan. Mat khdac, anh kiét sttc. Ba lau r6i anh chang cam thay mét méi
nhu thé nay. Anh can nga. Nhung anh khong mu6n thita nhan diéu ay vdi bat
c? ai, ké ca Sachs. Anh dang nhin cham cham vao chiéc dién thoai cam lang,
can nhac nhitng gi vi chi huy canh sat Mexico vira thdng bao, thi nhan ra tran
minh 1am tdm mo6 hoi. Viéc nay lam anh titc t6i. Anh mu6n lau di trwedc khi bi
dé y, nhung tat nhién do la sw xa xi khong danh cho anh. Anh lac manh dau
tr bén nay sang bén kia. Rot cudc, dong tac ay da khién giot mo hoi roi
xuong.

Nhung né ciling khién Sachs chd y. Rhyme cdm nhan dugc rang c6 sap stra
héi anh c6 6n khong. Anh khong mudn noéi vé tinh trang ctia minh, vi anh sé
hodc la phai thita nhan minh khong 6n, hodc la phai néi doi c6. Anh dot ngot
lan xe t6i tredc mot tam bang trang, cham chu nhin nhitng dong chit viét trén
tam bang. Nhung khong nhin thay gi ca.

Sachs toan di vé phia Rhyme thi tiéng chudng cita vang lén. Lat sau, c6 su
di chuyén tir nguwdng ctta va Thom budc vao cung mot ngwdi khach. Rhyme
dé dang suy ra dwgc ngudi khach nay la ai, c6 ngoi trén chiéc xe lan cung
hang san xuat vdi chiéc xe lan ctia anh.
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Chuong 52

Susan Stringer c6 khuén mat hinh trai tim xinh xan, giong néi du dwong. Hai
tinh tir bat ngay ra la: dé thwong va ngot ngao.

Tuy nhién, anh mat c6 nhanh nhen, d6i m6i mim tham chi khi mim cudi,
dac diém phu hop véi mot ngwdoi phéi xoay x@ dé di chuyén qua cac con pho
New York chi bang sttc lwc cta hai canh tay.

“Mot ngdi nha khu B& Tay Thugng cé 16i vao cho xe lan. Chuyén hiém
day.”

Rhyme mim cwoi dap lai - tinh anh v6n van de dat. Anh c6 cong viéc phai
lam, va hau nhu khong bao gid dinh dang dén nhan chitng. Lic ndy, anh néi
v&i Sachs sé ty phéng van Susan Stringer, tat nhién chi la néi dua.

Tuy nhién, c6 da suyt bi Ray Galt sat hai - bang mo6t cach dac biét kinh
khting - va c6 thé sé c6 théng tin hitu ich. Va néu c6 muén gap anh, nhw
Sachs da théng bdo, anh thdy diéu nay cling chap nhan dugc.

Susan gat dau chao Thom Reston v6i cai nhin thau hiéu vé tam quan trong
- lan ganh nang trén vai - nhitng nhan vién diéu dudng. Anh ta hoi c6 co6
muon dugce phuc vu gi khong, va c6 tra 1oi khong. “T6i khong & lai lau dugc.
Muon roi, va toi cam thay khong khoe lam.”

Guong mat c6 trong that than, chac chan la c6 dang nghi vé nhitng khoanh
khac kinh khing trong thang mdy. C6 lan xe t6i gan Rhyme. Hai canh tay
Susan r6 rang van dong tot, co bi liét hai chan va c6 1é da gap mot chan
thuvong vung nguc, @ gitta hodc phia bén trén lung.

“Co khong bi bong a?” Rhyme hoi.

“Khong. Toi khong bi giat. Van dé duy nhat 1a khoi, tr... tit may ngudi
dan 6ng & trong thang may vdéi t6i. Mot ngudi boc chdy.” Cau cudi cung la
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mot 10i thi tham.

“Chuyén gi da xay ra?” Sachs hoi.

MGt cai nhin duwong nhw ditng dung. “Ching t6i xudng gan dén tang trét
thi thang may dirng dot ngot. Bén dom tat hét, trir dén cap ctru. Mot trong so
may doanh nhan ding ding sau tdi vwon tay ra bAm nit TRQ GIUP & bang
diéu khién. Ngay khi cham vao n6, anh ta bat ra mot tiéng rén va nhdy 1én
tung tung.”

Susan ho. Hang giong. “That khung khiép. Anh ta khong it tay khoi bang
diéu khién dugc. Ban anh ta tim 1ay anh ta hoac anh ta cham phai. N6 giong
nhv phan ng day chuyén. Ho c lac giat loan xa. Va mot nguwdi boc chay.
Téc anh ta... dam khoi 4y, cai mui dy.” Susan lic bay gio thi thao. “Kinh
khung. Thuc sy kinh khing. Ho dang chét, ngay xung quanh t6i, ho dang
chét. T6i thét 1én. To6i nhan ra dé 1a mot sy ¢o dién va t6i khong muon cham
vao tay vin kim loai cia chiéc xe lan hay khung ctra kim loai ctia thang may.
T6i ¢t ngbi nguyén day.”

Susan rung minh. R6i 13p lai, “T6i ct ng6i nguyén day. R6i budng thang
mdy xudng not mét cudi cung va ctra thang mdy mdé ra. Hang chuc ngudi
dang & sanh, ho 16i t6i ra... T6i cd gang canh bao ho dirng cham vao bat c
thi gi nhung cho tdi lac bdy gio thi dién da cat.” C6 khe khé ho mot liac. “Ga
Ray Galt nay 1a ai?” Susan hai.

Rhyme béo 6, “Han nghi minh mac bénh vi nhitng duwong dién. Ung thu.
Han ra tay tra thu. Nhung c6 thé han lién quan t6i mot nhom khiing bo sinh
thai. C6 thé han dugc mdt nhém chong lai cac cong ty dién lyc truyén thong
tuyén dung. Ching t6i chwa biét. Chwa biét chac chan.”

Susan thot 1én, “Va han mu6n giét nhitng ngudi vo toi dé phat biéu y kién
cua minh? Mot ké mdi gia nhan gia nghia lam sao.”

Sachs noéi, “Han la mot ké cuéng tin nén han tham chi con khéng c6 y thirc
vé su dao dirc gid. Bat ct viéc gi han lam déu tot dep. Bat cit cai gi ngan han
lam viéc han mu6n déu xau xa. Ly luan rat don gian.”

Rhyme liéc nhin Sachs, c6 bat dwgc tin hiéu cia anh, bat dau hoi Susan,
“Chi bao c6 thdng tin gi d6 c6 thé gitp do chiung t6i?”

“Vang, t6i nghi 1a t6i da trong thiy han.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Mac du thiéu tin twdng vao cac nhan chitng, Rhyme van néi mot cach
khich 1€, “Xin c0 tiép tuc di.”

“Han da vao thang may & tang t6i.”

“Chi nghi d6 la han? Tai sa0?”

“Vi han danh dé nuwéc. Luc ay, n6 c¢6 vé nhw so y, nhung bay gio thi toi
biét 1a han c6 y. Dé tang mitc dan dién.”

Sachs néi, “Nuwdc ma Ron da phat hién ra & dé giay cta ho. Chac chan roi.
Chung t6i ctt thac mac khong biét nwéc & dau ra.”

“Trang phuc cta han giong nhu cia mot nguwdi lao cong, vGi binh twéi cay.
Han mac bd quan yém mau nau. Khéa 1am lem. N6 c6 vé ky cuc. Va tda nha
von khong cé cdy c6i gi & hanh lang, van phong ching t6i cling khong cé.”

“Van con mot nhom lam nhiém vu & ddy a?” Rhyme héi Sachs.

Co6 ndi van con. C6 1€ 1a lyc lwgng cttu hda. Khong phai luc lwgng cia Sé
Canh sat.”

“Bao ho goi cho quan ly toa nha, danh thitc 6ng ta day néu can lam thé.
Xem ho c6 st dung dich vu cham séc cay coi gi khong. Va kiém tra video an
ninh.”

Vai phut sau, da c6 cau tra 1oi: Khong ai dugc thué twgi cay cho toa nha
hay bat ctt cong ty nao trén tang tdm. Chi cé cac camera an ninh & sanh, vGi
ong kinh goc rong quay mét cach vo ich “ca dam ngwoi di vao, ca ddm nguoi
di ra,” theo 10i mot trong nhitng nguoi phu trach lvc lwgng ctiu hoa. “Khong
thé xac dinh guwong mat cu thé nao.”

Rhyme lénh cho anh Galt trong ho so Co quan Quaén 1y xe co gidi hién 1én
trén man hinh. “Dé c6 phai han khéng?” Anh hoi Susan.

“Co thé. Thuc sy la han khong nhin ching t6i va to6i khong nhin han.” Cai
nhin thau hiéu huwéng vé phia Rhyme. “Khuon mat han khéng ding tam mat.”

“Chi c6 nhé diéu gi vé han nita khong?”

“Khi han buwéc vé phia buéng thang may va khi han vira buéc vao, han ct
nhin dong ho deo tay.”

“Thoi han da dinh” Sachs néi. Roi thém, “Tuy nhién, han da ra tay s6m.”

“Chi may phat” Rhyme néi. “C6 thé han sg da c6 ai trong toa nha nhan ra
han. Han mu6n thuc hién y d6 cho xong va chuon di. Va chac han da kiém
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soat viéc truyeén tai dién ctia Algonquin, biét rang cong ty sé khong dirng viéc
truyén tdi theo thdi han da dinh.”

Susan tiép tuc, “Han deo gang tay. Mau nau vang. Bang da... Ching ding
tam mat. Va t6i nhd chi tiét dy vi t6i da nghi hai ban tay han at phai d6 moé
hoi. Trong thang may nong ma.”

“B0 dong phuc c6 chir gi khong?”

“Khong.”

“Con gl ntta khong?”

Susan nhun vai. “Khong phai thong tin hitu ich, nhwng han hanh x tho 16
lam.”

“Tho 16?”

“Khi han vao trong thang may. Han chen qua t6i. Khong xin 16i hay gi ca.”

“Han thuc sy da cham vao chi?”

“Khong phai vao t6i.” Susan hat dau chi xuéng phia dwdi. “Chiéc xe lan
nay. Han nam vao kha chat.”

“Mel!”

Nguwdi ki thuat vién quay dau vé phia ho.

“Susan.” Rhyme hoi. “C6 phién khong néu ching t6i kiém tra cho doé trén
chiéc xe ctia ¢6?”

“Khong, khong c6 gi phién ca.”

Cooper can than xem xét phia xe ma Susan chi, st dung mot chiéc kinh
lip. Rhyme khong trong thay chinh xac anh ta phéat hién dugc gi, nhung
nguoi ky thuat vién da nhat ra hai thit tir cac khép ndi ctia khung xe.

“Gi thé?”

“Sgi vai. Mot mau xanh 14 cdy sam va mot mau nau.” Cooper dang kiém
tra ching bang kinh hién vi, r6i quay sang co s@ dit liéu trén may tinh vé cac
loai sgi twong tw. “Sgi bong, bén chac. C6 thé la hang thira cia quan doi, cua
luc quan ban ra.”

“Co da dé phan tich khéng?”

“Thoai mai.” Nguoi ky thuat vién va Sachs chay m6t phan ctia moi sgi vai
qua may sac ky khi/khoi pho.
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Cudi cung, trong lic Rhyme sot rudt chd doi, cd noéi to, “Co két qua roi.”
Bén in két qua tw tir chui ra khoi may va Cooper xem qua mét luwot.

Thém dau vét cta nhién liéu dung cho mdy bay trén sgi vai mau xanh.
Nhung con cai nay nita. Trén sgi vai mau nau c6 nhiéen liéu diesel. Va thém
dau vét ctia may thit thdo moc Trung Qudc kia.

“Diesel” Rhyme can nhac vé sy xudt hién ctia n6. “Co thé khéng phai mot
san bay. C6 thé han dang theo d6i mdt nha may loc dau.”

Cooper noi, “P6 sé la mot muc tiéu ghé gém day, Lincoln.”

Chac chan roi. “Sachs, goi cho Gary Noble. Bao anh ta tang cwong an ninh
tai cac bén cang. Pdc biét d6i véi cac nha may loc dau va cac tau ché dau.”

Co chop lay dién thoai.

“Mel, b6 sung tat ca nhitng gi ching ta da c6 cho téi lic nay 1én bang
ching cw di.”

HIEN TRUONG VU AN:
TOA VAN PHONG
235 MAN TAY PHO NAM MUOI TU
- Cac nan nhan (da t vong):
+ Larry Fishbein, thanh phé New York, nhan vién ké toan.
+ Robert Bodine, thanh phé New York, luat su.
+ Frankiin Tucker, Paramus, New Jersey, nhan vién ban hang.

- M6t dau van tay cia Raymond Galt.

- Cap Bennington va bu 16ng c6 chot ham, cting loai & cac hién truong

khac.

- Hai thiét bi chuyén mach tw ché:

+ Mot dé cat dién cap cho thang may.
+ Mot dé hoan thanh mach dién va lam thang may nhiém dién.

- Bu long va day dién nho hon néi bang diéu khién véi thang may;,

khong thé truy nguyén.

- Giay cac nan nhan ngdm nuéc.

- D4u vét:

+ Thdo moc Trung Quéc, sam va ky tir.
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+ DAy toc (c6 ké hoach str dung thiét bi hen gio thay cho thiét bi diéu
khién tir xa trong cac vu tan cong sap tdGi?).
+ Sgi vai bong bén chac mau xanh 14 cay sam.
- Chita dung ddu vét cua nhién liéu thay thé dung cho may bay phan lyc.
- Dy dinh tan c6ng can ct quan su?
+ Sgi vai bong bén chac mau nau.
- Chita dung dau vét cua nhién liéu diesel.
- Chita dung ddu vét cia thdo méc Trung Quoc.

HO SO TOI PHAM

- BPugc xac dinh danh tinh 1a Raymond Galt, 40 tudi, doc than, song &
quan Manhattan, s6 227 pho Suffolk.

- Lién quan dén khung b6? Cé quan hé v6i Cong ly cho Trai dat? Nhom
khting b6? Ca nhan mang tén Rahman dinh liu vao? Cé nhitng tin hiéu
ma hoa vé cac khoan tién chi trd, cdc dong thai nhan sy va th gi dé
‘16n’.

- Sy vi pham an ninh tai tram dién ctia Algonquin & Philadelphia c6 thé
co lién quan.

- Thong tin t SIGINT: t* ngit ma héa am chi vii khi, “gidy va céac
nguyén vat liéu” (sing, thudc no?).

- Nhitng ngudi dinh liu tdi bao gom mot phu ni¥, mot nam gidi.

- Chua xac dinh duoc su dinh liu cua Galt.

- Bénh nhan ung thu; trit nhiéu vinblastine va prednisone, c6 dau vét ctia
etoposlde. Méau trang.

- Galt 6 vii khi la Colt 45 1i 1911.

- Cdi trang thanh nhan vién lao cong trong bd quan yém mau nau.

Ciing c6 ca chi tiét mau xanh 1a cay sam nita? - Peo gang tay da mau nau

vang.

Cooper sap xép vat chitng va gan thé bao quan, trong lic Sachs goi dién

thong bao v4i B6 An ninh Noi dia vé nguy co xdy ra tdn cong & cac bén cang
cua New York va New Jersey.

https://thuviensach.vn



Chi con lai Rhyme va Susan Stringer. Khi anh dam dam nhin bang chitng
ct, anh y thitc duwgce la nguwdi phu nit dang cham chd quan sat minh. Cam thay
thiéu thodi mai, anh quay sang co6, c6 gang nghi ra cach bao c6 di vé. Co da
dén day, da giip do, da gap con nguoi bai liét noi tiéng. Bay gio la luc tiép
tuc vdi cac cong viéc.

Susan hoi, “Anh bi liet mirc C4, dung khong?”

Diéu nay cé nghia la Rhyme gap chan thuwong & dot song o thit tw, tinh tir
gdy xuong.

“Vang, tuy hai ban tay toi cv dong duwgc chut it. Nhung cam giac thi
khong.”

Vé nguyén tac, chan thwong Rhyme gdp phai la chan thwong “toan dién,”
c6 nghia anh da mat toan bd chitc nang cam giac tinh tr vi tri bi chan thwong
tré xudng (nhitng bénh nhan gap phai chan thwong “khéng toan dién” van c6
thé thyc hién kha nhiéu ctt dong). Nhung co thé con nguwoi rat kho doan dinh,
va vai dong xung dién vuot qua duge chuwdng ngai vat. Sgi day dién hong,
nhung chua dat hoan toan.

“Anh trong sung sitc ddy.” Susan n6i. “Ran chac.”

Anh mét quay lai v6i may tdm bang tring, Rhyme lo dénh dap, “Pé duy
tri thé luc, toi thwe hién cac bai tap trong tam van dong cua khép hang ngay
va ap dung liéu phap kich thich chitc nang bang dién tir.”

Rhyme phai thtta nhan anh rat thich cac bai tap. Anh gidi thich rang minh
tap bang may chay bo va xe dap tai chdé. Thiét bi tap di chuyén anh, ch
khong phai ngugc lai, nhwng né van khién co bap ran chac hon, va dwong
nhw n6 da gitp anh gan day khoi phuc duwgc ¢t dong & ban tay phai, mac du
sau tai nan chi con moi ngén deo nhan ban tay trai ctia anh c6 thé cit dong
duoc.

Bay gio, Rhyme tréng ran chac hon ca trwde khi bi chan thuong.

Anh no6i v6i Susan diéu nay va nét mat co cho anh thay la c6 hiéu. Co gap
canh tay lai. “T6i sé dé nghi anh vat tay, nhung...”

MGt tiéng cuoi thanh that thoat ra tir cd hong Rhyme.

ROi gwong mat Susan trd nén nghiém trang va co6 li€c nhin xung quanh
xem c0 ai nghe duvgc khong. Khi ro rang khong co ai nghe dugc, co quay lai,
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dam dam nhin anh, néi, “Lincoln, anh cé tin twéng vao so6 phan khong?”
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Chuong 53

Co6 mot tinh than nhat dinh trong thé gidi nhitng ngwoi khuyét tat.

Mot s6 bénh nhan c6 cai thai do kiéu anh em ké vai sat canh: Ching t6i da
manh mé dé chién dau vaGi bon ho. Birng dong dén ching t6i nhé. S6 khac lai
c6 thai d6 an can hon: Ban hi, néu ban c6 liic nao can mét bo vai dé guc vao
ma khéc, thi t6i day. Tat thay ching ta déu dong canh ngo.

Nhung Lincoln Rhyme chang cé thoi gian cho ca hai thai d6 nay. Anh la
mot nha hinh sy hoc chi ngau nhién mang mot than thé khong hoat dong theo
cai cach anh mong mu6n ma théi. Giong nhuw Amelia Sachs 1a mét canh sét
v6i chitng viem khép, niém dam mé danh cho nhitng chiéc xe t6c do cao va
sting ngan.

Rhyme khong xac dinh ban than bang khuyét tat ctia minh. D6 la y nghi
phai xép hang dang sau. C6 nhitng nguoi khuyét tat dé thwong, cé nhitng
nguwoi khuyét tat hém hinh, va cé nhitng ké chang tai nao chiu dung dugc.
Rhyme danh gia tirng ngudi, giong nhw anh danh gia moi ngudi khac.

Anh nghi Susan Stringer la mot phu nit hét sitc dé thwong, va tran trong sy
diing cdm cua co trong viéc dén day, khi ma c6 c6 thé ¢ nha, cham séc vét
thwong, tan dung sang chan tam 1y ctia minh.

Nhung ho khong c6 cai gi chung ngoai mdt tai nan cot song, va tam tri anh
da san sang quay lai véi vu Ray Galt. Anh ngo rang Susan sap stta that vong
vi nha hinh sy hoc khuyét tat noi tiéng c6 dén gap hau nhuw khéng c6 thaoi gian
danh cho co.

Va Rhyme tuyét doi chang phai nguwdi dé cung néi chuyén vé sé phan.

“Khong.” Anh trd 16i c6. “Co lé khong phai véi y nghia c6 muon noéi.”
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“T6i dang ndi t6i nhitng sy kién xem ra nhw trung hgp ngau nhién nhung
thure té lai c6 thé la nhitng sy kién ditt khoat phai xdy t&i.”

Rhyme khang dinh, “Thé thi, khong.”

“To6i khong nghi thé.” Susan mim cudi. “Nhwng tin téc t6t cho nhitng
nguwoi nhe anh 1a c6 nhitng nguwdi nhw t6i thye sy tin twédng ¢ s6 phan. To6i
nghi la c6 ly do dé t6i da & trong buong thang mdy ay va dang & day bay gio”
Nu cudi chuyén thanh tiéng cwoi. “Yén tam. T6i khong phai ké quay roi.” Co
thi thao. “T6i khong doi héi mét khoan dong gop... hay co thé anh. T6i c6
cudc song hon nhan hanh phiic va toi cé thé thay anh véi Tham tir Sachs yéu
nhau. N6 khong lién quan t&i nhitng chuyén ay. N6 chi lién quan t6i chinh
anh thoi.”

Rhyme sap stta... cha, anh cling khong chac chan minh sap stra lam gi.
Pon gian la anh muodn Susan ra vé, nhung khong biét phai thu xép cach nao.
Vi thé, anh nhuén mét bén 16ng may vé tdo mo, va than trong.

Co hoi, “Anh da nghe ndi t¢i Trung tdm Tuy song Pembroke bao gio
chwa, dang Lexington ay?”

“T6i nghi la r6i. T6i khong chac chan.” Rhyme von rat thuong xuyén tim
kiém thong tin vé cac san pham, cac liéu phap phuc ho6i chan thuwong tay
song, cac kién thitc cap nhat vé y khoa. Anh da ngtrng cht y nhiéu tGi dong
thac thong tin d6, noéi am anh d6i v6i nhitng vu an anh nhan xtt ly cho Co
quan Diéu tra Lién bang va s¢ Canh sat New York han ché dang ké thdi gian
doc thém cua anh, cang han ché viéc anh rong ru6i khap nwéc tim kiém
phuwong phéap diéu tri mdi.

Susan noi:“T6i da tham gia vai Chuong trinh & d6. M6t s6 ngwoi thudc to
chitc twong trg Chan thwong Tty song cta toi ciing tham gia.”

T6 chic twong trg Chan thwong Tay song. Rhyme cam thay that vong.
Anh biét tiép theo sé 1a gi.

Nhung Susan lai 1an nita buéc tredec mot bude. “Yén tam, td6i khong dinh
bao anh tham gia dau. Anh trong khong c6 vé sé la thanh vién thich hgp.”
Cap mat lap lanh anh hai hwdc trén gwong mat hinh trai tim cta c6. “Doi véi
bat ci¢ t6 chitc nao.”

“Pung vay.”
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“Tat ca nhitng gi budi t6i hom nay t6i dé nghi chi la anh lang nghe t6i
noéi.”

“T6i 6 thé thye hién viéc ay.”

“Nao, Pembroke 1a sy tdn cong 6 at vao diéu tri chan thwong tiy song. Ho
ap dung tat ca cac phuwong phap.”

Co6 nhiéu ky thuat hita hen sé gitip do nhitng nguwoi bi khuyét 1at nghiém
trong. Nhuwng van deé la tién bac. Mac du thudc loai ton thiwrong nghiém trong,
va di chitng anh huwdng suét cudc doi, thuc té€ 1a so vdi cac bénh tat khac,
nhitng ton thuwong nghiém trong vé tiy song twong doi hiém gap. Biéu do c6
nghia la kinh phi chinh pht va doanh nghiép chi cho nghién cttu von van
chay vao nhitng cho c6 thé dwa ra cac phwong phép, cac dwge pham citu dugc
nhiéu ngwoi hon. Vi thé, hau hét cac phuwong phap hita hen cai thién dang ké
tinh trang sitc khée bénh nhan van chi @ mic d6 thit nghiém va chwa dugc
chép thuan tai My.

MGt s6 két qua dat dugc hét sitc kha quan. Trong cac phong thi nghiém
nghién citu, nhitng con chuot bi ton thwong tiy song nghiém trong thuc té da
bwéc di trd lai duoc.

Giai phap mau chét dé giam thiéu hau qud cta chan thuong tiy song la xu
ly khu vue bi ton thuwong ngay 1ap titc sau tai nan bang cac thit thudc co tac
dung chdng phinh va ngan chan cac day than kinh dan dan ngirng hoat dong
& khu vie nay. Nhung ctra s6 co hoi cho viéc ay rat nhd, thong thwong chi vai
tiéng dong ho hay vai ngay sau tai nan.

Vi da chiu ton thwong nhiéu nam, Rhyme va Susan Stringer chi c6 thé tan
dung cac k¥ thuat khac phuc hau qua. Tuy nhién, hwéng do6 ciing luén luén
gap phai van dé cuc ky kho giai quyét: Nhitng té bao hé than kinh trung wong
- 1a nhitng t€ bao nao va tiy séng - khong ti sinh theo cai cach ctia nhitng té
bao da ngon tay ta khi bi dut.

Pay la tran chién hang ngay do6i vdi cac bac si, cdc nha nghién ciu vé
chan thwong tuy song, va Pembroke la doi quan tién phong. Susan mo td mot
loat cac ky thudt day an twgng ma trung tam dwa ra. Ho dang lam viéc vé6i cac
té bao goc, thyc hién dinh tuyén lai cac day than kinh - st dung cac day than
kinh ngoai bién (bat ctt day than kinh nao nam bén ngoai cot séng cé thé tai
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sinh), diéu tri khu vue bi ton thuwong bang thudc va cac chat thac day tai sinh
té bao. Ho tham chi dang xay dwng nhitng “cau n6i” khong c6 cau tao té bao
dé chuyén xung dong than kinh giita ndo va cac co.

Trung tam cling c6 khoa cdy lap cac bo phan gia kha quy mé.

“That dang kinh ngac.” Susan néi vdi Rhyme. “T6i da xem video vé mét
co gai liét than dwéi, dugce cdy lap thiét bi diéu khién vi tinh héa va mot loat
day dién. Co ta da c6 thé buwdc di gan nhw binh thwong.”

Rhyme dang dam dam nhin vao chiéu dai doan cap Bennington ma Galt
da st dung trong vu tan cong thi nhat.

Day dién...

Susan m6 ta mot san pham dwgc goi la hé thong Khong May maéc Ho trg,
va cac san pham twong ty, st dung k¥ thuat cay lap cac kich thich t6 va céac
dién cyc vao canh tay. Bang cach nhin vai hay quay c6 theo mot cach nhat
dinh, nguwdi ta cé thé tao ra cac dong tac phoi hop gitta canh tay va ban tay.
Mot s6 bénh nhan liét toan than, nhw c6 néi, tham chi c6 thé ty xdc an.

“Khong phéi cac chiéu bip bogm ban thiu, bac si an xwong udéng mau
nhitng con ngwoi von da roi vao hoan canh tuyét vong dau” Susan gian dir
nhac téi mot bac si & Trung Quoc da dit tdi hai muwoi nghin doé la khi khoan
16 vao dau va cot song cua bénh nhan dé cay cac mo lay tir bao thai. Ma, tat
nhién, chang dem dén tac dung rd rang nao ngoai viéc khién bénh nhan dirng
tredc nguy co bi tir vong, bi ton thwong nhiéu hon, bi phé san.

DPoi ngii lam viéc tai Pembroke, c6 noi, tit ca déu tot nghiép cac truong y
khoa hang dau trén thé gidi.

Va nhitng khang dinh dwgc dwa ra mot cach thuce té - tiec 1a, khiém tén.
Mot bénh nhan liét toan than nhw Rhyme sé khong thé nao di dugc tré lai,
nhung anh sé cé thé cai thién chitc nang phoi, cit dong thém cac ngon tay
khac, va quan trong nhat, lai kiém soat dugc dai, tiéu tién. Diéu nay sé lam
giam rat nhiéu nguy co anh bi cac triéu chitng tang phan xa tan cong - huyét
ap lén cao vun vut c6 thé dan dén dot quy, khién anh tham chi liét ndng hon.
Hodc mat mang.

“Ho da giup dd t6i rat nhiéu. Toi cho la vai nam nita t6i sé lai di dugc.”

Rhyme gat dau. Anh khong thé nghi ra diéu gi dé noi.
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“To6i khong 1am viéc cho ho. T6i khong phai mot ngudi ung ho quyén cta
nguwoi khuyét tat. Toi la mot bién tap vién tinh cd 1a mot bénh nhan liét hai
chan.” Tiéng vang vong nay khién Rhyme phdi nd nu cuwdi yéu 6t. Susan tiép
tuc, “Nhung khi Tham t* Sachs néi c6 ay dang lam viéc v6i anh, t6i nghi, SO
Phan. T6i dugc s6 phan dinh doat phai téi néi v4i anh vé Pembroke. Ho c6
thé gitip d& anh.”

“T6i... rat biét on.”

“Téat nhién, t6i tirng dugc doc vé anh. Anh da lam nhiéu diéu tot dep cho
thanh phd. C6 1é chang con sém nita dé anh lam diéu gi do tét dep cho chinh
ban than minh.”

“Cha, phttc tap day.” Rhyme khong biét cau ay c6 nghia la gi, cang khong
biét tai sao anh néi no ra.

“Toi biét, anh lo lang vé rui ro. Va anh nén thé.”

Pung, phau thuat c6 thé ridi ro cho anh, mét bénh nhan liét mic C4, nhiéu
hon cho Susan. Anh dé dang gap nhitng dién bién phitc tap vé huyét ap, ho
hdp va nhiém trung. Van deé la sy can bang. Liéu cudc phau thuat c6 dang gia
khong? Cach day mdy nam, anh da suyt trdi qua mot cudéc phau thuat nhung
mot vu an da khién ké hoach bi chéch dwong. Anh da hoan tit cd cac phwong
phap diéu tri y khoa loai nay v6 thdi han.

Con bay gio? Rhyme can nhac: Cudc doi anh c6 dién ra theo cai cach anh
ao woc khong? Lé di nhién la khong. Nhung anh hai 1ong. Anh yéu Sachs, va
cd yéu anh. Anh song vi cong viéc cia minh. Anh khong héo hitc v6i chuyén
ném tat ca nhitng thi¢ ay di dé dudi theo mot gidc mo khong c6 that.

Madc du von thuong hay gitt kin cam nghi riéng, Rhyme da né6i vdi Susan
Stringer diéu nay, va co hiéu.

ROi anh ty khién minh ngac nhién bang viéc néi thém mot diéu anh chua
hé néi vdi nhiéu nguwdi. “Toi cdm thay t6i va tdm tri cta téi hau nhw 1a mot.
Toi song trong tam tri t6i. Va t6i thi thodng nghi rang do6 la mot trong nhitng
ly do dé t6i lam nha hinh sy hoc nhw t6i bay gid. Khéng c6 nhitng sy xao
lang. Sttrc manh cua t6i xudt phat tr tinh trang khuyét tat ctia téi. Néu toi thay
doi, néu tbi tré nén, dong ma& ngodc, binh thwong, liéu diéu ay cé anh huwéng
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dén nha khoa hoc kham nghiém hién trwdng trong t6i khong? T6i khong biét.
Nhung t6i khong muodn thi.”

Susan ngam nghi vé diéu nay. “Suy nghi tha vi day. Nhung t6i ban khoan
tw hoi phai chang d6 1a mot chiéc nang dé dwa, mot cai c6 dé khong chap
nhan rui ro.”

Rhyme danh gia cao nhan xét d6. Anh thich 16i n6i chuyén thang than.
Anh hét dau chi chiéc xe lan ciia minh. “Mot chiéc nang cling da 1a budc tién
trong hoan canh ctia t6i r6i.”

Susan bat curoi.

“Cam on nhitng suy nghi cia ¢6.” Rhyme néi thém, vi anh cdm thdy minh
phai ndi, va c6 dam dam hwdng vao anh mot céi nhin thdu hiéu nita. Cach
biéu 16 d6 bay gio da b6t gay kho chiu, tuy van gay bai roi.

Susan quay xe di, va n6i, “Nhiém vu da hoan thanh.”

Rhyme chau may.

Susan noi, “Toi da dem t6i cho cac vi hai sgi vai ma néu khong cac vi c6
18 s& ching tim thay.” C6 mim cudi. “Gia dwgc nhidu hon.” Anh mét tré vé
phia Rhyme. “Nhung doi luc nhitng thir bé nho lai lam nén ca sy khac biét.
Bay gio, toi nén di.”

Sachs cam on Susan va Thom tién c6 ra ctta.

Sau khi co da roi khoi phong thi nghiém, Rhyme hoi, “Vwa xong la mot
am muu, phai khong?”

Sachs dap, “Phan nao la mét am muwu, Rhyme. Dau sao chiing ta cling can
phai phong van chi ta. Khi em goi dién dé thu xép, bon em da néi chuyén.
Khi chi ta nghe néi em lam viéc v&i anh, chi ta muén dén thuyét phuc anh.
Em béo chi ta rang em sé bo tri cho chi ta gdp ngudi hung xe lan.”

Rhyme thoang mim cuoi.

ROi nu cwoi tir tir bién mat khi Sachs cui xudng, néi véi giong Mel Cooper
khong nghe dugc, “Em chang muén anh khéac di chit nao dau, Rhyme.
Nhuwng em muén chac chan rang anh manh khée. B6 1a tit ca nhitng gi em
quan tam. Con anh lya chon sao cling dvgc.”

Trong gidy lat, Rhyme nhé lai twa dé an phdm quang cdo ma Tién si
Kopeski, thudc t6 chitc Chét trong Pham gia, dé lai.
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Lwa chon.

Sachs vieon nguwdi hon Rhyme. Anh cdm thay long ban tay c6 4p vao thai
dwong minh hoi khac cach bay té tinh thiwong mén.

“Anh bi s6t a?” Anh héi, mim cwdi nhan ra y c6.

Sachs bat cwoi. “Tat ca ching ta déu c6 nhiét do thé nao do, Rhyme. Con
em khong biét anh c6 s6t hay khong.” Co lai hon anh. “Théi, di ngu di. Mel
va em sé ¢ day mot lac. R6i em cling sé di ngt ngay thoi” C6 quay lai vGi
nhitng chitng ct minh thu thap duogc.

Rhyme lwdng Iy, nhwng sau quyét dinh rang anh da mét méi, qua mét moi
dé ho trg duge gi nhiéu vao ldc nay. Anh lan xe vé phia thang may, Thom
don anh ¢ day va ho bat dau di 1én trong cai buéng thang may ti hon. M6 hoi
van ldm tdm trén tran anh, dwong nhu hai ma anh do ng Ién. Day la nhitng
triéu chitng tang phan xa. Nhung anh khong dau dau, khong thay xuat hién
cai cam giac bao trwdc con bénh. Thom stra soan cho anh lén givong va lam
cac tha tuc budi t6i. May do huyét ap va nhiét ké lic nao cling san sang. “Hoi
cao” Anh ta n6i vé dung cu thi nhat. Vé dung cu thit hai, thyc té 1a Rhyme
khong sot.

Thom khéo léo dwa Rhyme lén giwvong va anh hinh dung trong tam tri 101
Sachs néi may phit trudc.

Tat cd chung ta déu cé nhiét dé thé nao do, Rhyme.

Anh khong thé nao khéng nghiém tic nghi rang xét vé mat lam sang, diéu
nay la chinh x4c. Tat cd ching ta déu cé nhiét do thé nao do. Thdm chi cd
nguoi chét.
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Chuong 54

Ga choang tinh day, gitta gidc mo.

Ga c6 gang nhd lai. Ga khong thé nhé lai day du dé biét d6 1a mot con ac
mong hay chi 1a mot gidc mo la lung. Tuy nhién, 16 rang n6 dem dén cam
giac rat manh. Nhiéu kha nang né la 4&c mong vi ga dang va mo hoi dam dia,
nhu thé ga dang di doc theo phong tua bin ctia Lién hgp Algonquin.

Anh sang yéu 6t trén mit chic dong ho béao thitc cho biét mdi gan nia
dém. Ga mdi nga dugc chat it va cdm thay chuénh choang. Ga mat mot lic
dé dinh hudng.

Sau vu tdn coéng, ga da bé bo dong phuc, mi bao ho va tii dung cu &
khach san. Nhung ga gitt lai mot trong nhitng moén trang phuc, ltic bay gid no6
dang treo lung lang trén chiéc ghé dwa gan do6: phu hiéu ca nhan. Trong anh
sang phan chiéu 10 mo, ga nhin cham cham vao né: Bitc anh ga trong rau 11,
cac con chit vd cam “R. Galt” va phia bén trén, la dong chi¥ c6 phan than
thién hon:

LIEN HOP PIEN LUC ALGONQUIN TIEP THEM SINH LU CHO
CUOQC SONG CUA BAN

Xét dén nhitng viéc ga da lam trong vai ngay qua, ga danh gia cao sy mia
mai cia cau khau hiéu do.

Ga lai nam xudng, nhin cham cham lén cai tran xdp xé cua can hd cho
thué theo tuan & khu East Village ma ga da thué tir mot thang trwdc bang tén
gia, biét rang chang chong thi chay canh sat ciing sé phat hién ra noi nay.

Hoa ra la cling chong thoi.

Ga hat tung tdm meén. Da thit ga w6t at vi mo hoi.
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G4 suy nghi vé do dan dién ctia co thé con nguoi. Dién trd cia cac noi
tang tron nhay c6 thé chi & mitc tAm muoi lam ohm, nén ching cuc ky dé bi
dong dién lam ton thwong. Da am, mot nghin hodc thap hon. Nhung da kho
c6 dién tré mot tram nghin ohm hodc cao hon. Qua cao, téi noi dién ap phai
rat I6n mGi day dong dién di qua co thé dugc, thong thwong 1a hai nghin volt.

Mo hoi khién viéc truyén dién thuan 1gi hon nhiéu.

Da ga mat mé khi mo hoi kho di, va dién tré caa ga tang lén.

Tam tri gd c® nhdy tr chuyén no sang chuyén kia: nhitng ké hoach cho
ngay mai, sé st dung dién ap bao nhiéu, sé bo tri cic dwdmg day nhu thé nao.
Ga nghi vé nhitng ngudi ga da cung lam viéc. Va nghi vé nhitng nguwoi dang
truy dudi ga. Co nang tham t, Sachs. Cau chang it tudi hon, Pulaski. Va, 1&
di nhien, Lincoln Rhyme.

ROi ga lai tram ngdm nghi vé mot chuyén hoan toan khéac: hai ngwoi dan
ong vao nhitng nam 1950, hai nha hda hoc Stanley Miller va Harold Urey cua
Pai hoc Tong hgp Chicago. Ho nghi ra mét thi nghiém rat tha vi. Trong
phong thi nghiém, ho tao ra phién ban nwéc nguyén thiy va khi quyén tirng
che phu Trai dat hang triéu nam trwdc. Trong hon hgp bao gom hydro,
amoniac va metan nay, ho ban nhitng tia Itta dién, bat chwdc nhitng tia chép
tirng bao boc Trai dat thoi ky do.

Va diéu gi da xdy ra?

M4Ay ngay sau, ho nhan thdy mot hién twgng hét sic ly thi: Trong Ong
nghiém cé dau vét cia axit amin, loai vat chat dugc goi la cac khoi xay dung
nén sy song.

Ho da kham pha ra bang chitng cho gia thiét néi rang sy song bat dau trén
Trai dat hoan toan nhd mot tia I¥a dién.

Trong ltc dong ho tién dan dén nita dém, ga ngoi soan bitc thw yéu sach
tiép theo gri Algonquin va thanh phé New York. Ro6i vira dip mat lai, ga vira
tiép tuc nghi vé dién. Va trg tréu la thit, trong tia chdp chi kéo dai mot phan
triéu gidy, tirng tao ra sw song cach day mudn, mudn van nam trudc thi ngay
mai, sé 1dy di sw song ciling chi chép mat ma thoi.
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Ngay Tréi Dt

-

“Toi khong that bai. Toi chi vira tim ra muti nghin céch khac nhau ma khong céch nao co tac dung ca.”

THOMAS ALVA EDISON
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Chuong 55

“Xin hay dé lai 101 nhan sau tiéng bip.”

Ngoi trong ngoi nha cia minh & quan Brooklyn lic bay rudi sang, Fred
Dellray nhin cham cham vao chiéc dién thoai, hdy ngén tay tat n6 di. Tuy
nhién, anh ta khong buon dé lai mé6t 16i nhan nita, sau khi da dé lai mwai hai
161 nhan trén chiéc dién thoai ctia William Brent.

Minh bj Iira r6i, anh ta ngh.

Ciling c6 kha nang ga kia da ngoéo roi. Mac du cai cum tr McDaniel st
dung nghe 10 1a vé van (cau tric cong sinh a?), gia thiét anh ta dwa ra cé 1€
khong hé v& van. C6 thé hiéu dwgc néu Ray Galt bi du do tiép tay cho
Rahman, Johnston va nhém Cong ly cho Trai dat nham vao Algonquin cling
nhv toan bd hé thong luwdi dién. Brent ma xG r¢ dén co sd cua bon ching, ga
chdc han ngay ttrc khac bi lam thit roi.

A, Dellray gian di* nghi: tht quan diém mu quang, don gian - cai chu
nghia khing bo calo rong ay.

Nhung Dellray da lam cong viéc nay bao nhiéu nam nay va trong tham
tam anh ta biét rang William Brent van song nhan. Thanh phé New York nhé
bé hon ngudi ta twéng, dac biét la thé gidi ngam cua Qua Tao Lén (M6t cdch
goi thanh ph6é New York). Dellray da goi cho cac dau mdi khac, rat nhiéu dau
moi: nhitng ga chi diém, vai mat vu bi mat anh ta phu trach. Khong ai biét
chut tin titc gi vé Brent. Tham chi Jimmy Jeep ciling khong - va ga dit khoat
la c6 dong co dé tim kiém ga kia lan nita, nham chac chan dugc Dellray tiép
tuc ting hdé vu hanh quan qua Georgia sap t6i. Tuy nhién, khong ai nghe noi
c6 chuyén x1 nhau hay tran 10t gi ca. Cling khong c6ng nhan vé sinh nao day

https://thuviensach.vn



mot thung Dumpster(M¢t nhdn hiéu thtuing rdc cia My) 1én xe va bat ng@ phat
hién mot cai xac khong tén tu6i nam bén trong c6 quach chua lom lom ay.

Khong, Dellray két luan. Chi c6 mot cau tra 16i duy nhat, va anh ta chang
thé lo di dugc nita: Brent da gat anh ta.

Anh ta da kiém tra v6i BO An ninh Noi dia xem ga chi diém, véi danh
nghia la Brent hodc mot trong nam bay vo boc khac, co dat vé may bay di
dau khong. Ga khong dat, tuy nhién bat c ga chi diém bi méat nao ciling déu
biét ch6 mua gidy to tuy than tuyét doi dam bao.

“Anh yéu?”

Dellray giat minh, anh ta ngang nhin va trong thay Serena dang ding &
clra, tay bé Preston.

“Trong anh suy tv qua.” Co nodi. Anh ta lai giat minh nhan ra co trong
giong Jada Pinkett Smith, dién vién kiém nha san xuat.

“Anh 0 & khi di ng. Ngu day lai bat dau 0 €. Em ngo rang anh 1t € ngay ca
trong gidc ngu.”

Dellray m@ miéng dinh bia ra mét cau chuyén, nhuwng r6i chi néi, “Anh
nghi la h6m qua anh da bi du6i viéc.”

“Cai gi?” Serena choang vang. “McDaniel dudi viéc anh u?”

“Khong dai dong nhw thé dau, anh ta chi cdm on anh th6i.”

“Nhung...”

“Co6 nhitng 10i cam on mang nghia la cdAm on. C6 nhitng 10i cam on lai
mang nghia la hdy géi ghém do6 dac di... Coi nhw anh dang dugc mai di tur tur.
Ciing thé thoi.”

“Em nghi la anh dang qua suy dién.”

“Anh ta lién tuc quén khong goi dién cap nhat thong tin vu an cho anh. ”

“Vu luéi dién a?”

“Phadi. Lincoln goi cho anh, Lon Sellitto goi cho anh. Trg ly cua Turker goi
cho anh.”

Dellray khong dé cap t¢i mot ly do nita ctia tdm trang 1t €: Kha nang bi
truy t6 vi da danh cap va lam mat mot tram ngan do la.

Nhung dang phién mudn hon la anh ta thyc sy tin twéng rang William
Brent da c6 mot manh mdi chac chan, mot cai gi do co thé giup do ho ngan
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chdn nhitng vu tan cong kinh hoang nay. Mot manh moi da bién mat theo ga.

Serena budc t6i, ngdi xuodng bén canh va trao Preston sang cho anh ta.
Thang bé tém 14y ngon cai dai nghéu cda anh ta bang nhitng ngoén tay hang
héi cua n6, lam ndi 1 é voi bét. Serena bao Dellray, “Em xin 16i, anh yéu.”

Anh ta nhin ra bén ngoai ctta s6 ngoi nha, déi vao nhitng hinh khoi phirc
tap cda cac toa nha va xa hon nita, cho anh ta chi trong thdy dugc vai mang
tru da cta cay cau Brooklyn. Mét doan bai tho Trén chuyén pha Brooklyn do
Walt Whitman sang tac hién 1én trong dau anh ta.

Nhirng diéu dep dé nhat tbi trng lam,

doi vadi téi duong nhu trong rong va day ngo vuc.

Nhirng y nghi t6i twdng rdng to tdt

thuc sw chdng phdi la nhitng y nght tam thuong hay sao?

Nhitng cau tho nay ciling ding déi véi anh ta. Doi vGi vé bé ngoai cua Fred
Dellray: Nguwoi dan ong dwong phé sanh diéu, xau tinh, thd bao. Anh ta thi
thodng, con thuong xuyén hon ca thi thodng, nghi: Néu minh dang sai 1am thi
sao?

Tuy nhién, nhitng dong dau tién cua kho tiép theo lai la mot sy chuyén
huong:

Chdng phdi mét minh anh biét do sé la chuyén chdng ra gi,

To6i la ké cling biét

dé sé la chuyén chdng ra gi...

“Minh sé lam gi day?” Dellray tram ngam nghi.

Cong ly cho Trdi dat. ..

Anh ta rau 11 nh@ da tirng tt choi co héi tham gia mot hoi nghi cap cao vé
vé tinh nhan tao va thu thap, xt ly dir liéu tinh bao. Bién ban ghi nhé cua hoi
nghi c6 twa dé “Hinh dang cua twong lai.”

Luwgn ra phd, Dellray néi to, “Hinh dang ctia twong lai day nay.” Va vo
tron bién ban ghi nhé, dap n6 vao mot thung rac gidng nhw dap qua bong
chay vao luéi lay ba diém vay.

“Thé, anh c®... & nha sao?” Serena héi, lau mom cho Preston. Pita bé
cuwoi khanh khach, mu6n nita. Co chiéu no, cu cho né cuwoi thém.
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“Anh di c6 mot y do gidi quyét vu an. Va né bién mat roi. O, anh da dé
tudt mat n6. Anh da tin twéng mot ké dang 1é khong nén tin. Anh & ngoai
cudc roi.”

“Mot ké chi diem? Roi bé anh?”

Suyt thi mot tram ngan do la da budt ra khoi miéng. Nhung Dellray kim
lai dugc.

“Roi bo va bién di dang nao khong biét.” Anh ta 1am bam.

“R0i bo va bién di dang nao? Ca hai diéu a?” Guwong mat Serena dot ngot
tré nén nghiém trang. “Pirng bao em rang han da bi mat tau thoat nhé.”

Vién mat vu chang con nén dwgc cai mim cwdi. “Anh chi st dung nhitng
gad chi diém tai ba phi thwong th6i.” Roi nu cuwdi dan tat. “Trong vong hai
nam qua, han chwa bao gio 1& hen bao cao hay khong nhan dién thoai.”

Tat nhién, trong vong hai nam d6, minh chwa bao gio trd cho han trwde khi
han trao tin titc.

Serena hoi, “Vay anh sé lam gi day?”

Dellray thanh that tra 10, “Anh khong biét.”

“Thé thi anh gitip em mét viéc.”

“Dugc thoi. Viec gi?”

“Anh biét tit ca cai dong dwdi tang ham, ma anh c& dinh sap xép lai ay?”

Phén tng dau tién cua Fred Dellray la mu6n néi: Em dang dua. Nhung roi
anh ta ngam nghi vé nhitng manh m6i minh c6 dugc trong vu Ray Galt, toan
bd chi la con s6 khong, va roi x6c dita bé sang héng, anh ta ditng 1én theo vg
xuong gac.
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Chuong 56

Ron Pulaski van c6 thé nghe thay nhitng am thanh d6. Sau tiéng huych la
tiéng rac rac.

Oi, cai tiéng ric rdc. Cau ta cim ghét no.

Nh6 lai lan dau tién lam viéc cho Lincoln Rhyme va Amelia: Cau ta da bat
can va bi dap mot gdy vao dau. Cau ta biét vé sy viéc xdy ra tuy nhién khong
thé nhé bat ¢t diéu gi. Bat can. Cau ta da ré & géc phé ma quén kiém tra
xung quanh dé phong déi twgng tinh nghi xuat hién, va bi han dap mot ca troi
giang.

Chan thwong dy khién cau ta s¢ hai, boi roi va mat phwong hwdéng. Cau ta
da co gang hét sic - 0i, cau ta da thyc sy co gang - tuy nhién bi kich ay c
quay lai. Va thdm chi con t6i té hon: lwoi biéng khong kiém tra xung quanh
goc pho khi cdu ta dang 1€ phai can than da la mot chuyén, nhwng mac 16i va
lam hai nguwdi khac lai 1a mét chuyén rat khac.

Pulaski d6 chiéc xe tudn tra trudc bénh vién - d6 1a mot chiéc xe khac.
Chiéc xe kia da bi tich thu lam chitng c. Néu c6 ai héi, cau ta sé bdo minh
t¢i day lay 1oi khai cua nguwoi song cung khu vuc véi ké dang thwe hién
nhitng vu tdn cong khuing b6 nham vao mang lwéi dién.

T6i dang c6 gdng xdc dinh dia diém dn ndu cua thi pham...

Do la cau Pulaski va ngudi anh em sinh doi, cling la canh sat, hay ndi véi
nhau va ho sé cuwoi nghiéng nga. Co6 diéu bay gid thi né chang buén cwoi gi
cd. Vi cau ta biét nguwdi dan 6ng minh da dam phai, ngudi dan 6ng vdi than
thé d6 huych xudng va cai dau n?t todc ra, chi la mot nguwoi di duwong toi
nghiép.
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Khi céu ta budc vao khung canh bénh vién hon loan, con khiép sg trum
lén cau ta.

Néu cau ta da lam chét nguwdi dan 6ng do thi sao?

Dbiéu khién phuong tién giao thong gay chét nguwdi, cau ta dé rang minh sé
bi budc toi d6, hoac so suat gay chét nguoi.

DPay c6 thé la két thic cho sy nghiép cta cau ta. Va tham chi néu cau ta
khong bi truy t6 tham chi néu vi tong chwéng 1y khong dong tay tdi vu an, gia
dinh nguwdi dan ong kia van c6 thé khai kién cau ta. Néu nguwoi dan 6ng kia
rot cudc sé bi nhw Lincoln Rhyme thi sao? S&@ Canh sat c6 bao hiém gi cho
nhitng treong hop kiéu nay khong? Ban than ciu ta chac chan chang thé chi
trd cho viéc san soc ca doi. Liéu nan nhan c6 khdi kién Pulaski, 1dy di tat tat
moi thit khong? Cau ta va Jonny sé phai lao dong su6t phan doi con lai chi dé
thue hién phan quyét cia toa an. Bon tré sé khong bao gid vao dai hoc, khoan
tién hét sirc it 6i ma ho bat dau tiét kiém dwgc sé bién mat twa nhw lan khoi.
“Toi tdi gap Stanley Palmer,” Pulaski bdo ngwdi nhan vién ngo6i sau ban. “Tai
nan o0 to ngay hom qua.”

“Vang, thwa anh canh sat, ong dy & phong 402”

Trong bo dong phuc, tw do di qua mdy canh ctta cho tdi Iic tim thay can
phong. Cau ta dirng lai bén ngoai, tap trung diing khi. Néu ca gia dinh Palmer
dang & dé thi sao? Vg va cac con ong ta? Cau ta c6 gang nghi ra diéu gi dé dé
noi.

Nhung tit ca nhitng gi cau ta nghe thay chi la tiéng huych. Roi tiéng rac
rdc.

Ron Pulaski hit mét hoi that sdu va buwdc vao can phong. Palmer nam don
doc. Ong ta ndm ddy bat tinh, ngudi cdm day day, 6m dang s, cac thiét bi
dién t& phic tap chang kém céc thiét bi trong phong thi nghiém cia Lincoln
Rhyme.

Rhyme...

Cau ta da khién sép minh that vong lam sao! Nguoi da thoi thic cau ta &
lai nganh vi ban than minh cling thic hién diéu ay sau khi bi chan thwong. Va
la ngwdi da trao cho cdu ta ngay cang nhiéu trach nhiém. Lincoln Rhyme tin
twdng @ cau ta.
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Nhung hay xem minh da lam gi?

Pulaski ddam dam nhin Palmer dang nam hoan toan bat dong - tham chi
con bat dong hon Rhyme, vi khong c6 gi trén than thé bénh nhan dang cw
dong, trtv hai 14 phoi, tuy ngay cd nhitng dwong biéu thi ctia may theo doi
cling rét it bién doi. Mot nit y ta di ngang qua va Pulaski goi cd ta vao. “Ong
ay thé nao?”

“Toi khong biét!” Co ta tra 10i, giong nang dén noi cau ta khong xac dinh
dugc la giong gi. “Anh phdi ndi chuyén véi, anh biét day, bac si.”

Sau khi dam dam nhin than thé bat dong ctia Palmer mét Itc nira, Pulaski
ngang lén va trong thdy mot ngwdi dan 6ng trung nién khéng xac dinh dugc
chung toc, mac bd dong phuc phau thuiat mau xanh da troi, tén théu kém hai
chit TS. C6 vé nhuw lai vi bo dong phuc ctia Pulaski, vi bac si cung cap cho
cau ta nhitng thong tin ma 6ng co 1é sé khong cung cdp cho mot nguwoi la.
Palmer da dwgc md dé xit Iy cac ton thuong ngoai khoa nghiém trong. Ong ta
bi hon mé va ho chua thé tién lwgng gi tai thoi diém nay.

Duong nhw 6ng ta khong c6 gia dinh xung quanh day. Ong ta doc than, c6
mot em trai va cha me & Oregon, va ho da dugc bao tin.

“Em trai.” Pulaski thi thao, nghi vé ngudi anh em sinh doi ctia chinh minh.

“Phéi.” ROi vi bac si ha tdp bénh an xudng va chiéu mot cai nhin vao
chang céanh sat. Mdt 14t, 6ng noi, vdi cai nhin thdu hiéu, “Anh khéng t6i day
dé 1ay 10i khai. Viéc anh t6i day khong lién quan gi t6i viéc diéu tra ca. Thoi
nao.”

“Gi cg?” Hot hoang, Pulaski chi c6 thé givong mat nhin cham cham.

RO6i mot nu cwdi hién hau nd trén gwong mat vi bac si. “Chuyén van xay ra
ma. Bing lo lang!”

“Van xay ra u?”

“T6i lam bac si phong cap cttu trong cai thanh phd nay da lau réi. Nguoi
ta chang bao gio bat gap mot canh sat ky cuu dich than dén chia sé tinh cam
vG6i cac nan nhan, chi cé cac canh sat tré thoi.”

“Khong, thuc sy ddy. Toi dang kiém tra xem liéu t6i c6 thé lay 101 khai
khong.”
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“Tat nhién roi... nhung anh c6 thé goi dién héi xem 6ng ta cé tinh tdo
khong. Pirng lam bo citng nhac nhw thé, anh canh sat. Anh c6 mét trai tim
nhan hau.”

N6 dang dap di* doi hon bat ctt Iic nao.

Anh mét vi bac s huéng sang than thé bat dong cta Palmer. “Mot vu dam
xe r0i bo chay a?”

“Khong. Chung t6i biét ngwoi 1ai xe.”

“T6t. Cac anh bat gilt duwgc ké xdu xa do roi. Toi hy vong boi tham doan
sé két an han mot cach nghiém khac nhat.” Ro6i vi bac si, trong bo quan o
day day nhitng vét ban, budc di.

Pulaski dirng lai ¢ ban y ta va, lai mot lan nita, nho vao bo dong phuc canh
sat, 1ay dugc dia chi cling nhw s6 thé an sinh xa hoi ctia Palmer. Cau ta sé tim
hiéu nhitng gi c6 thé vé ong ta, gia dinh ong ta, nhitng nguwdi phu thudc. Mac
du dang doc than, nhung Palmer da vao tudi trung nién, nén ong ta c6 thé co
con cai. Cau ta sé goi dién cho ho, xem c6 gitp do duwgc theo cach nao day
khong. Pulaski khong c6 nhiéu tién, nhung cau ta sé ho trg tinh than hét siic
6 thé.

Can béan, chang canh sat tré chi muon trat di ganh ndng trong tam hon vi
da dem dén noi dau cho nguwoi khac.

Co y ta xin 10i, quay di tra 16i mot cudc dién thoai.

Pulaski cling quay di, tham chi con vo@i va hon, va trueée khi roi khoi ban y
ta, cau ta deo kinh mat 1én dé khong ai trong thdy nhitng giot niéc mat cia
minh.
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Chuong 57

Sau chin gio sang mot chut, Rhyme bao Mel Cooper bat ti vi trong phong thi
nghiém, tuy nhién dé am lwgng nho.

Vi cac mat vu lién bang c6 vé cham tré trong viéc cap nhat thong tin véi
S& Canh sat New York, it nhat la véi Rhyme, anh mu6n chac chan rang minh
nam bat dwgc nhitng dién bién mdi nhat.

Co6 nguodn nao t6t hon CNN chi?

Vu 4n tat nhién 1a tin tc ndi bat nhat. Anh Galt dwoc w6t qua ca tridu lan
va gan nhw ca triéu lan nhém khting bo sinh thai Cong ly cho Trai dat dugc
nhac téi. Va sy phan doi danh thép tit Andi Jessen.

Nhung hau hét thoi lwgng phat séng lién quan téi cac vu tdn cong cua Galt
la dé dwa ra nhitng con lii phong doan. Tat nhién, nhiéu nguon tin ban khoan
khong biét c6 moi lién hé nao v6i Ngay Trai dat khong.

DPay ciling la chu dé dugc dua tin lién tuc. Hang loat sy kién ky niém duwgc
to chitc trong thanh phd: m6t cudc diéu hanh, hoc sinh trong cdy, cac cude
biéu tinh, Trién 1am Nang lwgng Mdi ¢ trung tdam hdi nghi va bud6i mit tinh
16n & Cong vién Trung tam, tai budi tap trung nay hai trong s6 nhitng dong
minh chu chét ctia Tong thong, hai thwgng nghi si day trién vong dén tir mién
Tay, sé phat biéu. Tiép theo sé la Chuwong trinh hoa nhac véi sy gop mat cua
dam baynhém rock noi tiéng. Ngwoi tham gia 1én dén ngot niva triéu. Cé dén
vai kich ban tang cwong an ninh cho tat ca cac sy kién nay sau cac vu tan
cong maoi xay ra.

Gary Noble va Tucker McDaniel tredc d6 da néi vGi Rhyme rang ho
khong chi b sung thém hai tram mat vu va canh sat thuoc S& Canh sat New
York, ma nhan vién ho trg ky thuat caa FBI con lam viéc vdi Algonquin dé
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dam bao tat ca cac duong dién bén trong va xung quanh céng vién khong bi
pha hoai.

Rhyme ngang nhin khi Ron Pulaski buéc vao.

“Cau da di dau vay, cau tan binh?”

“Um...” Cau ta gio 1én mot chiéc phong bi mau tréng. “Két qua ADN.”

Cau ta con di dén cho khac nita - Rhyme chac chan anh biét ché dé la cho
nao. Nha hinh sy hoc khong thiic ép, nhung anh noéi, “Pdy dau phai viéc wu
tién. Ching ta da biét ai la thu pham. Ching ta sé can n6 dé dwa ra toa.
Nhung trede hét ching ta phai tém c6 duge han.”

“Vang!”

“H6m qua cau da phat hién thém dwoc gi ¢ cho Galt?”

“Pa ra soat lai tir trong ra ngoai, Lincoln. Nhuwng dang tiéc khong cé gi.”

Sellitto ciing dén, trong nhéch nhac hon binh thuong. Quan ao cé vé van
thé - so mi xanh da troi nhat, com 1é xanh nwéc bién. Rhyme ban khoan
khong biét cé phai anh ta da nga lai van phong riéng dém hém qua khong.
Vién tham t* m6 ta khai quat dién bién tinh hinh & khu vyc trung tdm thanh
pho - vu an da c6 nhitng dnh hwéng vé mat quan hé cong ching. Mot s6 s
nghiép chinh tri khéng chtrng bi tiéu tan va mdc du cac quan chitc cap thanh
pho, cap bang va lién bang dang bo tri ngwdi ngoai phd dé 'tan dung moi
nguon lyc', moi bén cling dang than trong am chi rang minh lam viéc tich cuc
hon cho khac.

Ngoi xuong chiéc ghé dwa kéu cét két lam bang go liéu gai, Sellitto hép ca
phé soan soat, 1am bam, “Nhuwng r6t cudc la chang ai biét phai giai quyét van
dé nay ra sao. Ching ta c6 canh sat dugc trang bi b6 dam, mat vu va Vé binh
Quoc gia tai cac san bay, nha ga xe ltra, bén tau dién ngam. Tat cad cac nha
may loc dau, cac cang bién. Cé luc lwgng tuan tra dac biét xung quanh cac
tau chd dau, tuy t6i khong biét lam thé déch nao ma han tan cong dugc mot
con tau bang mot tia Ira dién hay dai loai nhw vay. Va cling c6 lyc lwvgng an
ninh tai tat ca cac tram dién cua Algonquin.”

“Han c6 nham vao cac tram dién nita dau.” Rhyme phan nan.

“To6i biét. Va tat cd moi nguwdi déu biét, nhung khong ai biét chinh xac
phai chd dgi han & ché nao. Cho nao ma cha c6 né.”
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“Co cai gi?”

“Cai thir chét tiét ay day. bién.” Sellitto huo tay, c6 vé mudn chi ca thanh
phd. “Moi ngbi nha déu cd6.” Anh ta dwa anh mat qua cac 6 cam trén twong.
RO6i néi, “it nhat ching ta chwa nhan thém thw yéu sach nao ca. Lay Chda, c6
tGi hai thuw chi riéng ngay hém qua, trong vong vai tiéng dong ho. To6i nghi
don gidn la han dién 1én va quyét dinh giét may nguwoi trong thang may do.”
Nguoi dan ong to béo thé dai. “T6i ndi cho cac vi biét 1a t6i sé di cau thang
b mot thdi gian. It nhat ciing c6 tac dung giam can.”

Luwét anh mat qua cac bang chitng cit, Rhyme tan thanh véi y kién cho
rang vu an nay that chang biét dwong nao ma lan. Galt thong minh nhung
khong xuat sac, ga dé lai dang sau v6 khoi dau vét. Chi c6 diéu ching chang
dan dén dau ca, ngoai viéc gitp dwa ra nhitng nhan dinh chung chung vé cac
muc tiéu cua ga.

Mot san bay?

Mot kho dau?

Tuy nhién, Lincoln Rhyme ciing dang suy nghi vé mot diéu khac. Phai
chang con duong di ¢ day r6i ma minh qua sai 16i?

Va anh lai cdm thay dong mo hoi buén buon, cdm gidc dau dau nhée nhe
dao nay c¢ lam phién anh. Anh da phdét 16 n6 dwgc mot thoi gian, nhwng hién
twgng tim dap nhanh lai xuat hién. Phdi, anh dang cdm thdy mét méi hon,
chdc chan nhw vay. Liéu diéu dy cé anh hwdng dén kha nang suy nghi cia anh
khong? Anh sé khong thd nhan véi bat c ngudi nao, tham chi cé vGi Sachs,
rang day c6 1é la chuyén dang s¢ nhat doi v4i anh trén doi. Nhw anh néi véi
Susan Stringer t6i hom qua, anh khong cé gi ngoai dau 6c.

Anh mit Rhyme ty dung dwa sang cin phong bén kia hanh lang. Chiéc
ban dat &n phdm quang cao cho t6 chitc Chét trong Pham gia cia Tién si
Arlen Kopeski.

Lwa chon...

ROi anh gat suy nghi do di.

Pung lic &y, Sellitto nhan m6t cudc goi. Anh ta lang nghe, ngbéi thang
lung 1én va nhanh chéng dit tach ca phé xudng. “O? O dau?” Anh ta ghi
thong tin vao cuén sb odt eo ctia minh.
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Tat cd moi ngudi trong can phong déu quan sat Sellitto mdt cach cham
cha. Rhyme nghi: Thu yéu sach méi chang?

Chiéc dién thoai déong danh tach. Sellitto rdi anh mat khéi cac ghi chép,
ngang nhin lén. “0y, c6 18 1a c6 manh méi. Mot canh sat dugc trang bi bo dam
& khu vire trung tdm, gan Chinatown, da goi dién. Mot phu nit di dén cho anh
ta, bdo anh ta rang chi ta nghi chi ta da trong thay cau chang cua ching ta.”

“Galt a?” Pulaski hai.

Cau trd 10i nghe danh da, “Ching ta con quan tdam dén ciau chang nao nita,
ha cau si quan?”

“Xin 16i.”

“Chi ta nghi chi ta nhan ra btrc anh.”

“O dau?” Rhyme quat.

“Co mot ngdi treong bo hoang, gan Chinatown.” Sellitto dwa cho ho dia
chi. Sachs viét xuong.

“Vién canh sat da kiém tra. Bay gio thi khong c6 ai ¢ do.”

“Nhuwng néu han da & do, han sé dé lai dau vét,” Rhyme noéi.

Thay anh hat dau, Sachs lién ditng day. “Pugc, Ron, ta di.”

“Co nén dem theo mot doi ho trg,” Sellitto nhan nhé ndi thém, “Chac
ching ta con vai canh sat chwa bi phan céng gac cac ti cau chi va day dién
xung quanh thanh phd.”

“Hay ctt mot doi Phan @ng nhanh dén dé.” Sachs bao. “B6 tri & gan nhung
dirng dé ho xudt dau 16 dién. Ron va t6i sé vao tredc. Néu rot cudc han ¢ do
va ching t6i can tap kich thi t6i sé goi. Nhung néu han da di r6i, ching t6i
khong muon c6 ca mot doi chay qua, lam 16n x6n hét chitng ci¢.”

Hai nguoi di ra ctra.

Sellitto goi cho Bo Haumann, chi huy Pon vi Phan &tng nhanh, dé thong
bdo tinh hinh. Vi chi huy Pon vi Phan tng nhanh sé b6 tri quan dén khu vyc
ay phoi hgp vdi Sachs. Vién tham tr két thic lién lac, nhin xung quanh can
phong, c6 1é dang tim kiém thit gi dé dung kém ca phé. Anh ta trong thdy mot
dia banh nwéng. Nhing banh vao ca phé va an. Réi anh ta cau may.

Rhyme hoi, “Gi vay?”
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“Vra suc nho ra toi quén goi cho McDaniel va dam mat vu lién bang, bao
ho vé viéc trién khai quan & khu Chinatown, & cai tredng hoc dy.” Ro6i anh ta
nhan mat, gio chiéc dién thoai lén diéu bo rat kich. “A, me kiép. Toi khong
goi dugc. Toi da khong trd tién mua SIM mién dam may. T6i nghi minh sé
phéi bao anh ta sau vay.”

Rhyme bat cudi, 1o di cdm giac dau nhéi choc chdc lai doi 1én trong dau.
Pung lic ay, dién thoai ctia anh reo chuéng va ca sy hai huwde lan nhitng con
dau nhoi bién sach.

Kathryn Dance dang goi.

Ngon tay anh chat vat bam ban phim. “Vang, chi Kathryn a? Tinh hinh ra
sao?”

Co noi, “To6i dang lién lac dién thoai v&i Rodoflo. Ho da phat hién ra muc
tiéu caa Tho Bong Ho.”

Tuyét voi, Rhyme ty nhd, tuy mot phan trong anh ciing nghi: Tai sao ding
lic nay? Nhung roi anh quyét dinh: Thg Pong Ho la van dé wu tién, it nhat
vao thoi diém hién tai. Anh da c6 Sachs, Pulaski va ca ta linh Pon vi Phan
tng nhanh phu trach ga Galt r6i. Va lan gan day nhat anh c6 co hoi véi Thg
Pong H6, anh da quay di tap trung xi ly mot viéc khac, dé cho han sat hai
dwoc nan nhan ctaa han roi tau thoat.

Khong phdi lan nay nhé. Richard Logan sé khong chuén mat lan nay dau.

“Chi cho két néi di.” Rhyme bdo ni*t mat vu Co quan Diéu tra California,
kién quyét dit minh khéi cac bang chirng ci.

Co6 mot tiéng cach.

“Rodoflo.” Dance noéi. “Lincoln dang & dau dang kia. T6i sé dé hai vi néi
chuyén vGi nhau nhé.”

Ho chao tam biét co.

“Xin chao, Pai uy.”

“Ngai Chi huy. Ngai co thong tin gi?”

“Arturo Diaz cai cam bon canh sat mat trong t6 hgp van phong toi da néi
v6i anh. Khodng mudi phit trede, Thg Pong HO, trong trang phuc doanh
nhan, da di vao toa nha. T sdnh, han st dung dién thoai thé goi cho mot

https://thuviensach.vn



cong ty trén tang sau, & phia doi dién vdi cho bao chdy ngay hom qua. Biing
y nhw anh nghi. Han & bén trong khoang 10 phit r6i roi khoi day.

“Han bién mat a?,” Rhyme lo lang hoi.

“Khong, bay gio han dang ngbi ngoai trodi, trong mot cong vién nhé nam
gitta hai toa nha chinh cua t6 hgp.”

“Chi ngbi ddy thdi? «

“Co6 vé vay, han vira thue hién vai cudc goi di dong. Nhung theo Arturo thi
khong phai cac tan s6 thong thuwong hodc ching bi d6i réi nén ching toi
khong chan dugc.”

Rhyme d6 rang luat 1€ vé nghe trdm & Mexico chac phan nao it nghiém
ngdt hon & My.

“Ho chac chan do la Tho dong H6?”

“Phai. Nguoi ctia Arturo bdo ho nhin rat rd rang ma. Han deo mét chiéc
tii trén vai. Han van dang deo tti.”

“Dang deo a?”

“Phai. Ching t6i van chwa chac chan n6 dung gi. Bom. C6 1€. V@i bang
mach kip né. Cac nhém cta chiing t6i dang bao vay xung quanh céng vién.
Tat cd déu mac thuwong phuc nhung ching téi c6 s6 linh quan doi day du
dong gan day. Va mot doi pha bom nita,”

“Ngai dang ¢ dau, thva Chi huy.”

Rodolfo cuwdi to, “Ga thg dong H6 cua anh da rat chu dao lwa chon dia
diém ndy. O day c6 lanh sy quan Jamaica. Ho dung hang rao chéng bom va
ching t6i ngo6i dang sau nhitng hang rao dy. Logan khong thé nhin thaychiing
t6i dwgc.”

Rhyme hy vong dung la nhv vay. “Luc nao thi ngai cho ap sat?”

Ngay sau khi ngwoi ctia Arturo théng bao da trién khai an ninh xong.
Cong vién rat dong thuong dan vo6 tdi. Co nhiéu tré em. hung han sé khong
tron thoat dugc. Ching toi da chot chan hau hét cac con dwong.”

Mot dong mo hoi lai trwon xudng thai dwong Rhyme. Anh nhan mat,
ngoeo dau dé lau dong mo hoi vao cai tya dau.

Tho Dong Hb...

Gan tam tay dén thé roi.
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Nao. Hay dé lan nay thanh cong. Nao...

Va lai xuat hién cai cam giac that vong vi phai gidi quyét mét vu an quan
trong dén thé twr xa.

“Chung toi sé thong bao tinh hinh cho anh sém, Pai uy.”

Ho két thic lién lac va Rhyme lai ép minh tap trung vao vu Raymond
Galt. Liéu manh méi vé dia diém ga xuat hién c6 chac chan khong? Han
trong giong nhw moi ngwoi khac, sap stta buwdc vao tudi trung nién, khong
qua béo, khong qua gay. Chiéu cao trung binh. Va trong khong khi s¢ hai
clng cyc ga gay ra, nguwoi ta hién nhién la c6 xu hwéng trong thay nhitng diéu
khong that. Nhitng cai bay dién, nhitng nguy co ndé hé quang... va ban than
ga sat tha.

ROi Rhyme gidt minh, khi giong Sachs dot ngdt phat ra qua thiét bi bd
dam, “Rhyme, anh ¢ d6 ch@? K?”

CO da két thic cau hoéi bang tir truyén thong trong giao tiép bo dam cuda
canh sat, K, dé ngudi nghe biét rang c6 thé thye hién dwoc lién lac. Anh va co
thong thudng bo qua tha tuc nay, va vi ly do nao day, Rhyme cam thay khong
yén tam khi c6 st dung no.

“Sachs, noi di. Em phat hién dwoc gi r6i?”

“Bon em vira dén day. Bon em chuan bi vao. Em sé cung cap théng tin cho
anh.”
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Chuong 58

MGt chiéc Torino Cobra mau dé den trong noi bat qua, nén Sachs do no lai
cach ngoi treong kia khodng hai khoi pho.

Ngoi treong da dong ctra nhiéu nam va theo nhw bién thong béo thi sé sém
bi dap dé lay dat xay cac toa chung cu.

“Cho tron tot day,” Co bao Pulaski khi ho rdo chan bwdc t6i gan, nhan ra
bitc twong rao go cao hon hai mét bao xung quanh, trén twong rao day cac
hinh vé graffiti, cac ap phich quang cédo cho kiéu nha hat phi truyén thong,
nhitng Chwong trinh biéu dién va nhitng nhém nhac nghe mot cai 1a thay cuc
ky kho hiéu. Con ddu thtr bdy. Nhitng ban tay phdi. Dao rua.

Pulaski, c6 vé dang ép minh tap trung chu y, gat dau. Sachs sé phai dé mat
trong chirng cau ta. Cau ta da hoan thanh t6t cong viéc & hién treong vu tan
cong thang may khu Midtown, nhung c6 vé vu tai nan bén ngoai can ho cta
Galt - cu tong xe vao ngwoi dan 6ng do - lai dang khién cau ta ban tam.

Ho dirng lai trwdc bic twong rao. Viéc dap bo ngodi trudng chwa dugce bat
dau, hai canh cong - bang van ép gan ban 1é, buoc mot sgi xich c6 khéa bam -
c6 thé day ra du dé mot nguwoi lach qua, day co 1€ la cach Galt lot vao, néu
thue sy nhw vay. Sachs ditng vé mot phia canh cong, ghé mat nhin vao. Ngoi
treong hau nhu con nguyén ven, tuy c6 vé mot phan mai bi sut. Phan 16n kinh
ctra s6 déu da dugc thao ra, nhung hau nhw khong trong thiy gi bén trong ca.

Phai, mot cho tron t6t ddy. Va mot con ac mong cho viéc tan cong. Sé co
ca tram vi tri phong veé hitu hiéu.

Goi moi ngwdi vao chwa? Chua, Sachs nghi. Moi phtt ho tri hodn la mot
phit dé Galt c6 thé hoan thanh nhitng buéc cudi cung trén mén vii khi méi.
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Va moi cai dat chan cia moi ngudi linh Bon vi Phan (tng nhanh c6 thé sé lam
mat di dau vét chirng cu.

“Han c6 thé dat bay roi.” Pulaski thi thao bang giong run run, nhin vao sgi
xich kim loai. “Né c6 thé dugc dau ndi vdi duwong dién.”

“Khong. Han sé khong dé ngudi ta chi vo tinh cham vao né ma bi giat
dau, nguoi ta sé goi canh sat ngay.” Nhung, Sachs tiép tuc giai thich, ga co
thé dé dang bo tri cai gi d6 cho ga biét c6 nguwdi xam nhap. Vi thé, thé dai va
nhan mat, c6 ngang nhin con pho. “Anh c6 tréo dugc khong?”

“Treo cai gi?”

“Buc twong rao do?”

“To6i nghi 1a dugc. Néu t6i dang dudi theo ai d6 hay dang bi ai d6 dudi
theo.”

“Qi, toi thi khong, trir phi anh day toi 1én. Roi anh theo sau.”

“Pugc.”

Ho di dén cho ma Sachs c6 thé trong thay, qua ké nit bitc twong rao, may
bui cay ram rap moc phia bén kia, chiing vira d& ho khi ho roi xuéng, vira che
chan cho ho. Co nhé rang Galt c6 vii khi - va 1a loai sung c6 stc sat thwong
dac biét cao, mot khau Colt 45 li. C6 kiém tra cho chac chan khau Glock deo
¢ that lung, r6i gat dau. Pulaski khom ngudi, dan nhitng ngon tay vao nhau.

Cha yéu dé cau ta bét cang thang, co thi thao vé nghiém trang, “C6é mot
diéu can ghi nhé nay. Quan trong day!”

“Gi vay?” Pulaski lo lang nhin vao mat Sachs.

“T6i vira tang mot doi can.” Nt canh sat voc dang cao rdo noéi. “Can than
lvng anh day.”

Mot nu cuoi. N6 khong kéo dai. Du sao cling la mot nu cuoi.

Sachs nhan mat vi con dau & cang chan khi c6 buwdc 1én nhitng ngon tay
cta Pulasi, va xoay ngudi doi dién bitc twong rao.

Viéc Galt khong dau dién vao sgi xich khéng cé nghia ga khong bo tri cai
gi do phia bén kia twong rao. Co lai lan nita hinh dung ra nhitng 16 tron xuyén
thing thit Luis Martin. C6 ciing hinh dung ra san thang may day mudi ngay
hém qua, cac than thé quan quai ¢ khach san.

“Khong can yém trg a?” Pulaski thi thao. “Chi chac chan chi#?”
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“Chac chan. bém dén ba nhé. Mot... Hai... Ba.”

Va Sachs dugc day 1én cao. Pulaski khée hon c6 nghi, cau ta day thang
than hinh mot mét tdm ctia co 1én. Long ban tay c¢6 bam lay néc twong rao, co
du 1én, ngobi yén trén ddy mot lat. Panh mat vé phia ngdi truong. Khong dau
hiéu nao la c6 ngudi. R6i li€c nhin xudng dudi, va co chi trong thay dam cay
bui, khong cé gi dé dot chdy da thit c6 bang nhitng tia lira dién nam-nghin-
do, khong co6 day hay bang kim loai gi.

Sachs xoay luwng lai ngdi treong, bam 1y noc twong rao va budng ngudi
thap xudng hét mirc c6 thé. Ro6i khi ¢6 biét minh phai tha tay ra, co tha tay ra.

Co lan tron trén dam cay bui, con dau lan doc dau g6i va dui. Nhung c6 da
quen thudc vdi chitng viem khép cling nhv Rhyme quen thudc v6i nhitng han
ch€ cta co thé ctia anh vay, c6 hiéu day chi la phan ng tic thoi. Taéi lac c
ndp duwgc vao sau bui cdy ram rap nhat, sing rut ra, san sang nham vao bat c
muc tiéu nao, thi con dau tan.

“An toan.” Sachs thi thao qua buc twong rao.

Co6 mot tiéng huych kém theo mot tiéng hy nhe, roéi, giong nhu mot dién
vién déng phim kungfu, Pulaski khéo 1éo va khé khang dap xudng bén canh
co. Sung cling da xuat hién trong ban tay cau ta.

Khoéng c6 cach nao dé ho tién dén phia trudc toa nha ma khéng bi trong
thdy néu Galt vo tinh nhin ra. Ho sé phai vong ra phia sau, nhung dau tién
Sachs can lam mot viéc. Co lwét anh mat kiém tra xung quanh roi ra hiéu cho
Pulaski di theo minh, dirng lai sau may bui cdy va mdy thung Dumpster,
hwéng vé man phai ngoi treong.

Vi Pulaski yém trg, c6 voi va di chuyén dén vi tri cé hai hop kim loai
hoen gi dwgc gan trén twong gach. Ca hai hop déu cé nhan da bi bong tréc &
bén thanh, ghi tén Lién hgp Algonquin va méot s6 dién thoai goi khi khan cap.
CO rut tr tdi quan ra thiét bi phat hién dién ap ctia Sommers, bat 1én va quét
qua hai hop kim loai. Kim dong ho6 chi s6 khong.

Khong cé gi dang ngac nhién, vi dwong nhw noi nay da bi bé hoang nhiéu
nam. Nhung sy khang dinh van khién Sachs mirng rd.

“Nhin kia.” Pulaski thi thao, cham vao canh tay co.
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Sachs nhin cham cham vé phia cdu ta chi, qua mot 6 ctta s6 nhay nhua. N6
toi 10 mo va kho xac dinh dwoc rd rang céi gi & bén trong, nhung sau mot 1at
co da c6 thé mo ho trong thay anh den pin, co tin twdng la nhw thé, dang quét
cham cham. C¢ 1€ - nhitng bong den kia dé dang danh Itra Iam - ¢6 dang trong
thdy mot ga dan 6ng mai mé nghién citu tai liéu gi d6. Ban do chang? Hay so
do hé thong dién ga sap sira bién thanh cai bay chét nguoi?

“Han & day!” Pulaski thi thao day phan khich.

Sachs deo tai nghe 1én va goi Bo Haumann, chi huy Pon vi Phan ¢ng
nhanh.

“Co0 phat hién dugc gi, tham tr?”

“Co ké nao do ¢ day. Toi khong biét la Galt hay la ai. Han dang & khu vurc
gitta toa nha chinh. Ron va toi sé tan cong bén swon han. Bao 1au nita 6ng vao
dwgc?”

“Tam, chin phut.”

“Tot. Ching t6i sé & dang sau. Hay goi cho t6i khi 6ng da san sang ap vao.
Chung t6i sé vao tir dang sau.”

“Hiéu roi, két thac lién lac.”

R6i Sachs goi cho Rhyme, bdo anh rang ho c6 1€ sé c6 dugce tha pham. Ho
sé vao ngay sau khi Bon vi Phan &tng nhanh c6 mat.

“Pé phong cac cai bay” Rhyme nhan manh.

“Khong c6 dién gi ca. An toan ma.”

Sachs két thic lién lac va liéc mat sang Pulaski. “San sang?”

Cau ta gat dau.

Khom lung, c6 nhanh chéng di chuyén vé phia sau ng6i tredng, nam chat
khau sing, nghi: Pugc ro6i, Galt. Khong c6 dién dé bao vé mi ¢ day. Mi co
sung, ta co sung. Bay gio, chung ta dang ¢ trén lanh dia cta ta.
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Chuong 59

Keét thic lién lac vdi Sachs, Rhyme cam thdy mot dong mo hoi niva. R6t cudc,
anh danh goi Thom, nho anh ta lau di cho. Pay c6 1€ 1a diéu khé khan nhat
do6i véi Rhyme. Phu thudc vao nguwdi khac vi nhitng nhiém vu 16n khéng qua
kh6 khan nhuw thé: cac bai tdp van dong, chuyén dai tién, tiéu tién, nhitng
dong tac khéo 1éo dé chuyén anh sang xe lan hay vao giwong. Van dé an
uong.

Céac yéu cau vat vanh bao gio cling dang buc bdi nhat... va dang xau ho
nhat. Hay mot con c6n trung di, nhat mot sgi vai trén quan.

Lau mdt dong mo hoi.

Anh chang phu ta xuat hién va dé dang giai quyét van dé ma khong nghi gi
ca.

“Cam on.” Nha hinh si hoc néi. Thom do dv trwéce sy biéu 16 long biét on
mot cach bat ngo.

Rhyme quay lai vGi cac bang chitng cit, nhwng thue té anh dang khong suy
nghi nhiéu t6i Galt. C6 1€ Sachs va Pon vi Phan tng nhanh sap stra tém c6
dwgc ké lam thué dién ro tai ng6i treong ¢ khu Chinatown.

Khéng, van dé dang xam chiém cai dau nong birng birng ctia anh hoan
toan chi la Thg Bong H6 & Mexico city. Me kiép, sao Luna hay Kathryn
Dance hay ai d6 khong goi cho anh, md ta chi tiét cudc bat giit nhi?

Co thé Thg Bong Ho da dat bom trong toa van phong va dang st dung
chinh ban than minh dé danh lac hwéng. Trong chiéc tdi ga deo c6 thé la
gach. Tai sao ga tha than trong cong vién hét nhu nhitng vi khach du lich chét
giam c6 gang xem c6 thé kiém lay mot ly margarita & dau? Va cé thé nao ga
dang nham vao mot toa van phong hoan toan khac?
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R6i Rhyme néi, “Mel, t6i muén xem cho dién ra cudc bat gitt & dau.
Google Earth... hay goi thé nao cling duwgc. M@ n6 1én man hinh cho t6i.
Mexico City.”

“Pugc thoi.”

“Pai 10 Bosque de Reforma... Cit bao lau thi ho lai cap nhat hinh anh?”

“Toi khong biét. Chac may thang mot 1an. Tuy nhién, t6i khong nghi né la
thoi gian thyce.”

“Toi khong quan tam chuyeén do.”

M4Ay phut sau, ho nhin vao mét hinh dnh vé tinh: M6t con duwong cong
cong, dai 10 Bosque de Reforma, v&i nhitng toa van phong cach nhau bai
cong vién luc bay gio Thg Bong Ho dang ng6i. Bén kia pho la lanh sy quan
Jamaica, duwgc bao vé bang mot loat rao bé tong nhitng 14 chan chéng bom va
mot cong vao. Rodoflo Luna va nhém nhan vién ctia 6ng ta ¢ phia bén kia
loat rao. Pang sau ho la nhitng chiéc xe cong vu do phia trude toa lanh su.

Rhyme ha hoc miéng khi anh dam dam nhin loat rao bé téng. Phia bén
trdi, mot tdm chan nam vudng goéc vGi con duong. Phia bén phdi, sdu tam
khac nam song song v&i con duwomg.

Lanh sy quan Jamaica

Dai 10 Bosque de Reforma

Pay chinh 1a chi* I va nhitng ddu gach ngang trong céi géi dugc dwa cho
Thg Pong Ho tai san bay Mexico City.

Nhitng chit cai mau vang ong anh...

Cuon sach nhé mau xanh lam..

Nhitng con s6 bi an...

“Mel.” Rhyme dot ngot goi. Nguwoi ky thuat vién ngang phat dau lén trueéc
giong goi cap bach. “Co ho chiéu nwdc nao c6 hai chir C ngoai bia khong?”

Lat sau, Cooper ngang lén khéi kho lwu trit dién t& B6 Ngoai giao. “Co,
thue té€ 1a ¢6. Mau xanh nuwéc bién véi hai chit C 16ng vao nhau & trén dau.
Ho chiéu ctia Cong dong Caribbe. C6 chitng mudi lam nuwéce...”

“Bao gobm Jamaica?”

“Phai.”
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Rhyme ciing nhan thitc ro rang la ho da suy nghi mai vé cac con s6 570 va
379. Thuc té, c6 mot cach khac dé xem xét cac con s nay. “Nhanh. Tra dong
suv Lexus. Cé doi xe nao trong ky hiéu c6 s6 570 hay 379 khong?

Van dé nay gidi quyét tham chi con mat it thdi gian hon van dé ho chiéu.
“Pé xem... C6, doi LX 570. N6 la doi xe sang...”

“Cho t6i n6i chuyén dién thoai v&i Luna. Ngay!” Rhyme khong mu6n mao
hiém tw bdm so6, vi nhu thé sé 1au la va c6 thé bi nham lan.

Anh lai cdm thdy dong mo6 héi nhung mac ké né.

“Vang?”

“Rodoflo! Lincoln Rhyme day.”

“Pai uy...”

“Nghe t6i nay! Ngai chinh la muc tiéu. Toa van phong chi dé danh lac
hwéng! Cai géi dugc dwa cho Logan dy a? Nhitng hinh chi® nhat trong bitc
vé? NO la so do khudn vién lanh sy quan Jamaica, noi ngai ngay bay gio
dang hién dién. Nhitng hinh ch{* nhat la nhitng tdm chan bom. Va ngai lai
mot chiéc Lexus LX 570 ha?”

“Phai... Anh muon noéi, dé 1a con s6 570?”

“T6i nghi vay. Va Tho Bong Ho da duwgc dwa cho mot ho chiéu Jamaica
dé lot vao bén trong lanh sy quan. C6 chiéc xe nao do & gan ma bién dang ky
c6 s6 379 khong?”

“Toi khong,.. Sao, phai r6i. N6 1a mot chiéc Mercedes bién ngoai giao.”

“So tan khu viee d6 di! Ngay. Pay la ché ¢6 bom. Chiéc Mercedes.”

Rhyme nghe thiy giong ngwoi hét 1én bang tiéng Tay Ban Nha, nhitng
tiéng bwdc chan thinh thich, tiéng thd manh.

ROi, mot tiéng no long troi 16 dat.

Rhyme chdp mat tredc am thanh choang vang cd ngwoi phat ra qua loa
dién thoai.

“Ngai Chi huy! Ngai c6 do khong?... Rodoflo?”

ROi giong nguwdi hét 1én, roi im 1ang, roi dén nhitng tiéng thét.

“Rodoflo!”

MGt lic 1au sau. “Pai tiy Rhyme? Al6?” Nguoi dan ong hét 1én - chac vi
ong ta bi tiéng n6 gay di€éc mot phan.
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“Ngai Chi huy, ngai khong sao chi?”

“Alo!”

Tiéng xi xi trén duwong day, nhitng tiéng rén ri, tiéng thd hon hén.

Tiéng coi hy, van nhitng giong ngwai hét 1én.

Cooper hoi, “Chung ta c6 nén goi...”

Varéi, “... Anh c6 do khéng, Dai uy?”

“Co. Ngai c6 bi thwvong khong, Rodoflo?”

“Khong, khong. Khong cé thwong tich nao nghiém trong. Vai vét cira, va
bi diéc tam thoi thoi, anh biét ddy.” Giong néi nghe hon hén. “Chuing t6i da
tréo qua rao bé tong, nhdy xudng bén kia rao. Toi trong thay ngudi ta bi cita
dut da thit va mau chay. Nhung t6i nghi khong c6 ai thiét mang ca. Toi va cac
nhan vién ding bén canh dang 1€ chét hét r6i. Lam sao anh biét dwgc?”

“Toi sé gidi thich sau, ngai Chi huy. Thg Bong H6 dau?”

“Hang hugm... hwgm da... Pugc réi. Khi bom no thi han chuon. Nguoi
cta Arturo bi vu no lam mat tap trung, tat nhién diéu nay von nam trong ké
hoach ctia han. Arturo n6i mét chiéc xe da chay vao céng vién va han 1én xe.
Bon ching dang di chuyén vé phia nam. Chung t6i diéu dong canh sat bam
theo han r6i... Cam on, Pai iy Rhyme. T6i khong thé cdm on anh sao cho du
dugc. Nhung toi phai di day. Toi sé goi lai ngay sau khi c6 thong tin gi.”

Hit sdu md6t hoi, phdt 10 con dau dau va mo hoi dam dia. Buwgc, Logan,
Rhyme nghi, chiing ta da ngan chan dwgc mi. Chiing ta da khién ké hoach caa
mi pha san. Nhung ching ta van khong tom c6 dwge mi. Chwa tém ¢6 dugc.

Nao, Rodoflo. Hay bam sét han.

Trong lic nghi nhitng diéu nay, anh mat Rhyme vo van nhin qua cac bang
chitng ct¢ cia vu Raymond Galt. C6 thé day sé la cai két cho ca hai chién
dich. Tho Béng Ho sé bi bat & Mexico, va Ray Galt, trong mot ng6i truong
bé hoang gan Chinatown.

R6i 4nh mat Rhyme dirng lai tai m6t muc cu thé: Thao moc Trung Quoc,
sam va ky ttr.

Va mot muc khac, mét chat dwgce tim thdy cung khu vye vGi cac thdo moc
kia: Nhién liéu diesel.
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Lic dau, Rhyme nghi rang nhién liéu nay xuat x@ ttt mot khu vue co thé
sap stra bi tdn c6ng, m&t nha may loc dau chang han.

Nhung bay gid thi n6 hién hién ra cho anh thay rang nhién liéu diesel ciing
con dung dé chay dong co.

Vi du may phat dién.

ROi mot y nghi khac xuét hién.

“Mel, cudc goi...”

“Anh c6 sao khong day?”

“T6i khong sao.” Rhyme quat

“Mat anh trong do birng.”

Phét 10 161 nhan xét, anh yéu cau, “Hay xac dinh s6 dién thoai cta tay
canh sat da goi thong bao veé viéc Galt dang & cai truong hoc kia.”

Nguwoi ky thuat vién quay di bam mdy goi dién thoai. May phit sau, anh ta
ngang nhin. “Buon cwoi that. Téi dwge bé phan Canh sat Khu vuc cung cap
sO dién thoai nay. Nhuwng n6 nam ngoai vung phu séng.”

“Pua day t6i.”

Cooper cham chap dwa. Rhyme nap n6 vao co sé dit liéu vé dién thoai di
dong cua S¢ Canh sat New York.

N6 nam trong danh muc thé tra truée.

“Canh sat st dung dién thoai thé trd trudc a? Va bay gio thi nam ngoai
vung phu séng? Khong thé nao.”

Va treong hoc kia thi & Chinatown, do 1a noi Galt bi vivong nhitng dau vét
thdo moc. Nhung d6 chang phai la khu vic ga dan dyng vu tan cong, cling
chang phai dia diém ga an nau. N6 la mot céi bay! Galt da rong day dién tw
mot may phat dién chay bang diesel dé sat hai bat cit ai truy lung ga va roi,
gid vo lam mot canh sat dé goi dién trinh bao. Vi toa nha da bi cat dién, Sachs
va nhitng ngudi khac sé khong luong dwgc moi nguy hiém.

Khoéng co dién gi ca. An toan ma...

Rhyme phdi canh bao véi ho. Anh bat dau nhan chi “Sachs” trén bang goi
tat cia may tinh. Nhung ding lic dy, cam gidc dau dau dang hanh ha anh
bung n6é nhu trdi bom khién anh chang con nhin thay gi. Nhitng vét anh sang
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twa nhw nhitng tia Itva dién, ca nghin tia lta dién, 16a 1én tredc mat anh. Da
anh dam dia mo6 hoi khi con tang phan xa bat dau tan cong hét strc dit doi.
Rhyme thi thao, “Mel, anh phai goi cho...
R6i ngat di.
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Chuong 60

Ho vong ra phia sau ngoi truong ma khong bi phat hien. Sachs va Pulaski
dang khom lwng, tim kiém céc 16i vao, 16i ra, thi nghe thidy nhitng tiéng rén ri
dau tién.

Pulaski xoay gwong mat lo lang vé phia ni tham t. C6 gio mdt ngén tay
1én, lang nghe.

Co6 vé la giong phu nit. Chi ta dang dau dén, c6 thé 1a bi bat lam con tin va
bi tra tan? Ngudi phu nit da nhan ra Galt? Hay mot ngudi khac?

Am thanh im bét di. Rdi lai xudt hién. Ho ling nghe trong mudi gidy dai
dang dac. Amelia Sachs ra hiéu cho Ron Pulaski dén gan hon. Ho dang &
phia sau ngdbi trwdng, xung quanh la mui nwdc tiéu, mui vira trat lau ngay,
mui am moc.

Tiéng rén ri to hon. Galt dang lam céi quai quy gi vay? Cé thé nan nhan c6
thong tin gd can cho vu tdn cong tiép theo. “Khdéng, khéng, khong.” Sachs
chdc chén cai giong phu nit kia dang ndi.

Hodc c6 thé Galt da trugt cang lic cang xa khoi thyc té. Cé thé ga da bat
c6c mot nhan vién Algonquin va dang tra tan chi ta, thda man khat khao tra
th. C6 thé chi ta phu trach truyén dan dudong dai. Oi, khéng, Sachs nghi.
Liéu do6 c6 thé chinh la Andi Jessen? C6 cam nhan dwgc Pulaski dang mé to
mat nhin c6 cham cham.

“Khong... toi xin.” Nguwoi phu nit khoc.

Sachs dn phim TRUYEN va lién lac v6i Pon vi Phan tng nhanh. “Bo...
Amelia day. K?”

“Noi di. K.”

“H&n c6 mot con tin & day. Ong dau roi?”
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“Con tin a? Ai?”

“Phu ni¥. Chwa biét 1a ai.”

“Hiéu r6i. Nam phut nita ching t6i c6 mat. K.”

“Han dang tra tan chi ta. Toi sé khong dgi. Ron va toi sé vao luon.”

“Hai nguoi du dan chi?”

“Chi nhw t6i néi véi 6ng lic trude thoi. Galt & khu vye gitta toa nha. Tang
trét. Han st dung khau Colt 45 li. Khong c6 gi bi nhiém dién ¢ day dau. O
day khong con duong dien.”

“Cha, toi cho la tin titc tot ddy. Két thic lién lac.”

Sachs tat bo dam va vira chi tay vira thi thao bao Pulaski, “Di chuyén, nao!
Chung ta sé tdn cong ctra hau.”

Chang canh sat tré néi, “R0.” Anh mat cang thang liéc vé phia nhitng bong
den cua toa nha, ti phia d6 mot tiéng rén ri nita lai vang ra theo lan hoi hoi
ham.

Sachs quan sét 16i di dén cho ctra hau va san d& hang. Mat duong trai nhuya
da xap x&, rai rac chai lo vo, gidy m4, vo do hop. Buéc chan trén do sé gay ra
tiéng dong, nhung ho khéng c6 s lva chon nao khéac.

Co ra hiéu cho Pulaski tién 1én. Ho bat dau than trong budc, cd gang gilr
yén lang tuy khong thé tranh giam phai manh thuy tinh kéu lao xao.

Nhung trong khi di chuyén, ho gap van may, la diéu Sachs von van tin
twong, tham chi néu Lincoln Rhyme c6 khong tin twéng bao gio. Pau dé &
gan, mot dong co diesel dang chay am am, at di nhitng am thanh kia.

DPoi khi, qua 1a c6 van may. Cé troi mai biét ching ta lai gap dugc van
may bay gio.
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Chuong 61

Anbh ta sé khong dé mat Rhyme.

Thom Reston 16i sép minh ra khoi chiéc xe lan Miii Tén D6ng bao va gitt
¢ tw thé gan nhw ditng ap sat vao twong. Trong nhitng con tang phan xa tu
phat, bénh nhan nén dwgc dung thang 1én - sach vé bao la tw thé ngoi, nhung
Rhyme da dang ngo6i trén xe lan lic cac mach mau nhat loat thu hep lai, va
nguwoi phu tdA mudn nang anh tham chi 1én cao hon nita, dé day mau chay
hwéng xudng phia dudi.

Anh ta tirng c6 ké hoach cho nhitng tinh huéng nhw thé nay - tham chi con
tap duwot khi Rhyme khong & bén canh, vi anh ta biét sép minh chang du kién
nhan dé thuc hanh cap citu gia. Bay gio chang can nhin, anh ta v& chiéc lo
nho dung thu6c gian mach, bat nap bang mdt ngén cai, dat gon gang vién
thuéc mém xudng dwdi ludi Rhyme.

“Mel, lai day ho tro t6i.” Thom noi.

Nhitng lan tap duwgt khong bao gom mot bénh nhan thue sw, 6ng sép bat
tinh cia Thom lic nay ndng tdm muwoi mét can rudi va than thé budng thong
hoan toan.

Mel Cooper nhdy vé phia tredc, d@ Rhyme cho Thom nhan phim goi tat
trén chiéc dién thoai anh ta bdo dam ludn ludn con pin va c6 kha nang bat
song tot nhat trong tat ca nhitng chiéc dién thoai anh ta da dung thi. Sau hai
h6i chudng ngan, anh ta két noi dwgc lién lac, va trong nam gidy dai, anh ta
trao doi v&i mot bac si bénh vién tw. R6i mot nhém chuyén cdp citu bénh
nhan chan thwong tiy song ngay lap titc dwgc diéu di. Bénh vién ma Rhyme
thwong xuyén tdi thuc hién liéu phap dac tri cling nhu kiém tra dinh ky c6
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khoa chan thwong tiy s6ng rat quy mo va hai nhém cap citu, dé xt ly nhitng
tinh huéng khong du thoi gian dua bénh nhan khuyét tat t6i bénh vién.

Nhitng nam qua, Rhyme da chirng chuc lan gap cac con tang phan xa, tuy
nhién day la lan ndang nhat Thom chitng kién. Anh ta khong thé vira d&
Rhyme vira do huyét ap, nhung anh ta biét né dang cao & mitrc nguy hiém.
Mat anh dé btrng, mo6 hoi va ra. Thom chi c6 thé hinh dung ra cam giac dau
dau khing khiép qua viéc co thé bi tinh trang t chi bat toai danh lira la né
can nhiéu mau hon, nhanh chéng hon, nén da bom mau dit doi, dong thoi thu
hep thanh mach.

Tinh trang nay c6 thé dan dén tir vong va dang lo lang hon d6i v6i Rhyme,
no6 co6 thé dan dén dot quy, nghia la tham chi c6 thé bi liét nang hon. Trong
treong hgp do, Rhyme rat c6 thé sé so tdi cai y twéng tu tir co trg giip lau
nay anh van con dé day, y twdng ma lao Arlen Kopeski chét tiét vira khoi ggi
lai.

“Toi lam gi dwgc?” Cooper thi thao, gwong mat binh thuwong diém tinh toi
lai vi lo lang, béng loang mo6 hai.

“Chung ta c gitt anh ay ditng thang thoi.”

Thom kiém tra mat Rhyme. Khéng c6 biéu hién gi ca.

Nguwdi phu ta cho liéu gian mach thit hai va mét liéu clonidine nita.

Khong co6 phan tng gi.

Thom diéng bat lyc, cd anh ta va Cooper déu im lang. Anh ta nghi vé
nhitng nam qua & cung Rhyme. Ho titng tranh dau vdi nhau doi khi ac liét,
nhung Thom da 1a mé6t diéu dudng vién suét cudoc doi lam viéc cia minh, va
biét gat di nhitng tic t6i cad nhan. Biét gat di moi titc t6i. Anh ta nhan dugc
bao nhiéu thi ciing cho di bay nhiéu.

Anh ta tirng bi Rhyme dudi viéc bao nhiéu lan thi cling tirng doi nghi viéc
bay nhiéu lan.

Nhung anh ta chua bao gio nght cudc chia tay gitta hai nguwoi bon ho sé
kéo dai qua mot ngay. Va thuc té€ ding nhu anh ta nghi.

Nhin Rhyme, ban khoan khong biét dam nhan vién y té dang & chd quai
quy nao, Thom nghi: L6i nay la 16i cia minh chang? Hién twgng tang phéan xa
thwong xuyén xdy ra khi bang quang hodc truc trang qua day gay kich thich.
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Vi ban than Rhyme khong biét ltic nao anh can di dai, tiéu tién, Thom ghi
chép cac lugt an, uéng va wéc lwgng thoi gian. Anh ta da sai sot gi chang?
Anh ta khong nghi thé, nhung c6 thé tinh trang cang thang do giai quyét dong
thoi hai vu an da khién sy kich thich tram trong hon. Anh ta dang 1€ phai
kiém tra sat sao hon.

Minh ddng Ié phdi ddnh gid chinh xdc hon. Minh ddng 1é phdi kién quyét
hon...

Pé mat Rhyme la dé mat nha hinh sy hoc tai ba nhat thanh pho, néu khong
muon néi la tai ba nhat thé gigi. Va dé mat biét bao nhiéu nan nhan vi nhitng
ké sat hai ho sé thoat lwdi phap luat

Pé mat Rhyme la dé mat mot trong nhitng ngwdi ban than thiét nhat.

Tuy nhién, Thom van gitr dwgc binh tinh. Diéu dwong vién biét can phai
nhv vay ti khi mdi vao nghé. Nhitng quyét dinh khé khan va nhanh chéng
khong thé dwa ra trong luc khiép so.

Ro6i sac mat Rhyme dan dan 6n dinh va ho cho anh ng6i lai xe.

Du sao, ho cling khéng thé giit anh & tu thé ditng 1au hon nita.

“Lincoln! Anh c6 nghe thay t6i n6i khong?”

Khong c6 phan tng gi.

ROi mot 14t sau, dau Rhyme ngoeo di. Anh thi thao cai gi do.

“Lincoln. Anh sé khéde. Tién si Metz dang diéu mot doi y té dén.”

Do6i moi lai map may.

“Khong sao, Lincoln. Anh sé khoe.”

Rhyme no6i bang giong yéu 6t, “Anh phai bao c6 ay..

“Lincoln, dung dong day.”

“Sachs.”

Cooper néi, “Co dy dang & hién truong. O truong hoc ma anh cir ¢6 Ay t6i.
Co ay chua trg ve.”

“Anh phai bao Sachs...” Giong noi bat di

“Toi sé bao, Lincoln. T6i sé bao chi ay. Ngay khi chi ay goi vé.” Thom
dap.

Cooper bo sung thém, “Anh khéng mu6n qudy ray co ay bay gio chi? Co
ay dang ap sat Galt.”
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“Bdo co ay...”

Mat Rhyme tron nguge va anh lai 1an nita bat tinh nhan sy. Thom titc t6i
nhin ra bén ngoai ctta s6, nhu thé diéu dé sé khién xe cap cttu t6i s6m hon.
Nhung tat ca nhitng gi anh ta trong thay chi la nhitng con ngwoi thong tha sai
bwdc trén nhitng d6i chan khée khoan, nhitng con ngudi dang di bo thé duc,
dang dap xe xuyén cong vién, khéng ai to ra rang minh cé chuyén gi phai
quan tam trén doi nay ca.
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Chuong 62

Ron Pulaski li€c sang Sachs, c6 dang hé nhin qua 6 ctta s6 phia sau ngoi
treong.

CO gio mot ngoén tay 1én, nheo nheo mat va Iya tw thé dé quan sat dugc ro
rang hon xem Galt dang & dau. Tai vi tri nay, kho nghe thdy dugc tiéng rén ri
vi cai dong co hay xe tai chay diesel kia dang & gan, ngay ngoai twong rao.

ROi tiéng rén ri nghe to hon.

Sachs quay lai, hat dau vé phia canh ctra, thi thao, “Ching ta sé cttu nguoi
phu nit. T6i muodn ching ta yém trg chéo cho nhau. Mgt bén trén, mot bén
dwéi. Anh muén & day hay 1én thang thoat hiém?”

Pulaski liéc mat sang phai, vi tri c6 chiéc thang sat gi dan 1én mot cai bé
sat va mot 0 ctra s6 m@. Cau ta biét ching chang thé bi nhiém dién. Amelia
da kiém tra r6i. Nhuwng cau ta thuc sy khong mudn 1én trén dy. Roi cau ta nghi
vé sai lam minh mac phai bén ngoai can ho ctia Galt. Vé Stanley Palmer,
ngwoi dan 6ng co 1é sé chét. Nguwoi, tham chi néu song dugc, cé 1€ sé khong
bao gio trd lai nhu ct.

Pulaski néi, “Toi lén trén kia.”

“Anh chac chan ch&?”

“Hay nhd, chiing ta mudn han séng, néu cé thé. Néu han da giang mot cai
bay nita, n6 c6 thé duwgc hen gio va ching ta can han khai ra né & dau, khi
nao no sé kich hoat.”

Pulaski gat dau. Cau ta lom khom di chuyén trén con dwdng nhya ban thiu,
la liét rac rwdi du loai.

Hday tap trung, cau ta t¢ nhu minh. May c6 nhiém vu phdi hoan thanh.
May sé khong khiép s lan nita. May sé khong mdc sai lam.
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Trong khi lang 1é di chuyén, Pulaski thay, thyc ra, noi khiép s¢ da giam di
nhiéu. Va roi cu ta chang con khiép sg gi nita.

Cam giac tic t6i xam chiém Ron Pulaski.

Galt bi bénh. O, xin 16i. O, qué 1a toi té di. Chét tiét thi Pulaski ciing gip
phai chan thwong & dau ma, cau ta chang d6 16i cho ai ca. Y nhw Lincoln
Rhyme dau c6 chiu ng6i ddy t1 € mudn phién gi. Va Galt c6 thé sé khée trd lai
nho nhitng k¥ thuat, nhitng phuwong phap diéu tri ung thw méi. Pang nay, ké
nho nhen dé tién ay dang trit noi bat hanh cia minh 1én nhitng con ngudi vo
t0i. Va, lay Chua, ga dang lam gi nguwdi phu nit ¢ bén trong kia? Chi ta han
phai c6 thong tin Galt can. Hodc c6 thé chi ta la bac si da quén mat mot chan
doan, hay dai loai vay, va ga cling dang tra thu.

V6i y nghi do, Pulaski di chuyén nhanh hon mét chit. Cau ta li€c nhin
dang sau, thdy Sachs dang doi bén canh cita mé& d& chirng, khau Glock co6
cam trong tay chic xuéng, dwa vé phia triréc san sang nha dan.

Con gian dit dang lén, Pulaski tién dén cho bitc twong gach, noi cau ta
khong thé bi trong thdy. Cau ta di chuyén nhanh hon nita, huwéng vé phia
thang thoat hiém khi héa hoan. N6 cii kj va hau hét 16p son da bong mat,
thay thé bang 16p gi. Cau ta dirng lai tredc viing nwdc ngdp nén bé tong dudi
chan thang. Nwdc.. dién. Khong c6 dién ma. Va, du sao, cling chang cé cach
nao tranh dugc viing nwdc. Cau ta 10i qua.

Con chirng ba mét nita.

Pulaski ngang nhin, lya chon 6 ctta s6 thuan lgi nhat. Hy vong cac bac
thang va cai bé dirng kéu ken két. Galt cach ho chi chirtng muwdi may mét.

Tuy nhién, am thanh ctia dong co diesel sé at di hau hét tiéng cot két.

Mot mét rudi.

Pulaski kiém tra tim minh, thdy né dap déu déu. Cau ta sé lai khién
Lincoln Rhyme ty hao.

Chét tiét, cau ta sé dich than tom c6 ké khon kiép bénh hoan.

Cau ta tim 14y cai thang.

Viéc tiép theo ma cau ta y thitc dugc la ciu ta nghe thay tiéng né va moi
thé thit trén than thé cau ta ngay lap tic co rut lai. Trong tam tri, cdu ta dang
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nhin vao toan bo anh sang thién dwong, sau do thi tredc mat cau ta chi con la
mau vang, roi mau den.
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Chuong 63

Cung dirng phia sau ngoi treong, Amelia Sachs va Lon Sollitto quan sat Bon
vi Phan tng nhanh dang ra soat cac cho.

“MOot céi bay,” vién trung Gy noi.

“Phai. Co nghiém nghi tra 10i “Galt da chay mot may phat dién 16n trong
can léu phia sau ng6i trueong. Han khai dong no, roi roi di. N6 duge noi vai
nhitng canh cira sat va thang thoat hiém.”

“Thang thoat hiém. D¢ la 16i Pulaski dinh 1én.”

Sachs gat dau. “Cau chang dang thvong. Cau ay...”

Mot s quan don vi Phan ng nhanh, ngwoi My goc Phi, cao to ngat 16i ho.
“Tham tw, Trung vy, chiing toi da ra soat xong. On r6i. Toan bd chd nay.
Chung t6i khong cham dén bat cit thit gi bén trong, theo yéu cau cta cac vi.”

“May chiéu ky thuat s6 a?” Sachs héi. “T6i chac chan han da st dung né.”

“Pung thé tham tr. Nghe cé vé nht mot canh trong mét bd phim truyén
hinh hay dai loai vay. Va chiéc dén pin treo lung lang trén day. Trong nhu ai
dé dang cam né.”

Khong cé con tin. Khong c6 Galt. Khong cé bat it ai ca.

“Toi sé kham nghiém hién treong luon.”

Vién si quan hoi, “Khong phai canh sat nao goi?”

“U.” Sellitto 1am bam. “La Galt. Chic bang dién thoai thé tra trudc, toi ca
la vay. Toi sé kiém tra.”

“Va han da bo tri thé nay,” mot cai khoat tay chi ngoi treong, “chi dé giét
vai nguoi trong chung ta.”

“Pung thé!” Sachs u rii dap.
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Vién si quan Pon vi Phan tng nhanh nhan mat va di vé tap trung vGi doi
ctia minh. Sachs ngay lap titc goi cho Rhyme dé théng bao tinh hinh lién
quan dén ngdi treong. Va Ron Pulaski.

Nhung, la lung lam sao, dién thoai chuyén luon sang hop thw thoai.

Co6 thé da c6 gi gay can hon trong vu an nay, hay trong vu Thg BDong Ho
bén Mexico.

Mot nhan vién y té dang budc vé phia Sachs, cii dau nhin xuéng dat, lwa
dwong di gitta dam rac rudi. Khoang san phia sau ngbi treong trong giong
mot bai bién bi d6 rac ra vay. Sachs ciling budc vé phia trudc dén anh ta.

“Chi chwa c6 viéc gi bay gio chi, tham tr?” Anh ta hoi.

“Vang.”

Co theo anh ta di vong sang bén hong toa nha, noi nhitng chiéc xe cdp cttu
doi.

O day, trén mot bac them bé téng, Ron Pulaski dang ngbi, hai tay 6m dau.
Sachs dirng lai. Hit sau mot hoi, roi budc tdi trede cau ta.

“Ron, toi xin 16i.”

Cau ta xoa bop canh tay, duoi cang cac ngéon. “Khong, thwa chi!” Cau ta
chép chdp mat vi sv trinh trong ctia chinh minh. Mot nu cwdi nd rong. “Toi
nén noi la, cdm on chi.”

“Néu c6 cach khac thi t6i da lam. Nhuwng t6i khong thé hét 1én dugc. To6i
nghi Galt van & bén trong. Va han c6 vii khi.”

“T6i hiéu.”

Muoi lam phut trwedc, Iic Sachs dang dgi bén ctra, co da quyét dinh st
dung thiét bi phat hién dién 4p ctia Sommers dé kiém tra lan nita, xem ngoi
treong c6 cho nao co dién khong.

Co kinh hoang thdy canh ctra sat sat c6 chita dong dién hai tram hai muoi
volt. Va nén bé tong c6 dang ding wét sting. Co6 nhan ra rang du Galt ¢6 @
bén trong hay khong, ga cling da ddu day dién véi cac bo phan kim loai cia
ngoi treong. Chac tr mot may phat dién chay diesel, d6 1a am thanh ho nghe
thay.

Néu Galt da dau dién vao canh ctta, ga han ciing da dau dién vao thang
thoat hiém. Sachs bat day dudi theo Pulaski khi cau ta tién vé phia cai thang.
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CoO khong dam goi cau ta, ké ca chi thi thao, vi néu Galt & bén trong, ga sé
nghe thdy va no sung.

Vi thé, c6 da st dung khau Taser ban vao Pulaski

C0 dem theo khau Taser doi X26, ban ra tia dién ca cao thé lan ha thé. Boi
X26 c6 tam ban xa chirtng mwdi mét, va khi ¢6 nhan ra rang minh khong thé
du6i kip cau ta, co x ly ciu ta bang mdt phat dip. Tac dung lam mat nang
lwe than kinh - co quat cau ta ngd ngay tai cho. Vai cdu ta va manh xudng,
nhuwng, on troi, cau ta khong bi dap dau lan nita. Sachs kéo cdu ta ra, ha hoi,
an long nguc. Co tim thay va tat may phat dién ding lic lyc lwgng Phan tng
nhanh t6i pha sgi xich khéa cong, tdn cong ngdi treong.

“Trong anh hoi choang.”

“Qua la dot ngot.” Pulaski noi, hit sau vao.

“Binh tinh.”

“To6i khong sao. Toi sé ho trg hién trweong.” Cau ta chép chép mat nhw ké
say. “T6i muon nai toi sé ho trg chi kham nghiém hién truong.

“Anh san sang roi chit?”

“Chi can to6i khong phai di chuyén gap gap qua. Nhung, nghe nay, hay git
lay cai mdy do cua chi, cai hop Charlie Sommers dwa cho chi ay, nhé? Gitt n6
ngay bén minh, dugc khong? Toi sé chwa cham vao bat cit thit gi khi chi chwa
kiém tra.”

Viéc dau tién ho tién hanh la ra soat xung quanh may phat dién dat dang
sau ngoi trvong. Pulaski thu thap, cho vao tdi s6 day dién dugc dau ndi véi
cac canh ctra va thang thoat hiém khi hoa hoan. Ban than Sachs thi ra soat
xung quanh may phat dién. D6 la mot may phat dién 16n, cao va dai chung
mot mét. Tam bién bén thanh cho biét né cé cong sudt t6i da nam nghin watt,
tao ra dong dién cuwong do bon muwoi mot ampe.

Gap hon bon tram lan cwdng do da dé giét chét nguoi ta.

Hat dau chi cai mdy. “Cac anh chi c6 thé dong gbi né va chuyén cho
Rhyme dwgc khong?” Sachs dé nghi nhém kham nghiém hién truong tw
Queens vira dén. N6 nang khoang chin mwoi kilogram.

“Tat nhién, Amelia. Ching t6i sé chuyén dén d6 sém nhat c6 thé.”

Co0 bao Pulaski, “Chung ta vao kham nghiém bén trong thoi.”
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Ho dang di vao bén trong ngoi treong thi dién thoai ctia Sachs reo chudng.
Man hinh hién thi tén Rhyme.

Co6 ndi vui vé, “Em cling dang chuan bi..

“Amelia.” P06 la giong Thom, nhung la mot giong co chua bao gio nghe.
“Chi nén vé day. Chi nén vé day ngay.”
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Chuong 64

Thé& dbc, Sachs hdp tdp chay lén 16i doc va day ctra ao vao ngo6i nha cta
Rhyme.

Bang qua hanh lang, d6i giay cao c6 gidam manh, co6 chay vao phong sinh
hoat chung, can phong nam bén tay phai, d6i dién phong thi nghiém.

Thom hwéng vé phia c6. Anh ta dang ditng nhin xudng Lincoln Rhyme
ngoi trén xe lan, mat nham, gwong mat xanh xao, w6t moé hoi. Giita ho la mét
trong cac bac si cia Rhyme, mot ngwdi My goc Phi c6 voc dang chac nich,
mot ngoi sao bong bau duc thoi dai hoc.

“Tién si Ralston.” Sachs vira thé doc vira néi.

Ong ta gat dau chdo. “Amelia.”

R6t cudc thi mat Rhyme cling mé ra. “A, Sachs.” Giong anh yéu 6t.

“Anh thé nao?”

“Khong; khong, em thé nao?”

“Em khong sao.”

“Con cau tan binh?”

“Cau ay suyt nita thi gap rac r6i, nhung cudi cung khong sao.”

Rhyme noi giong nghen nghet, “Mot may phat dién, phai khong?”

“Vang, lam sao anh biét? Bén Kham nghiém Hién truong goi cho anh a?”

“Khong, anh ty suy luan. Nhién liéu diesel va thao moc t* Chinatown.
Thyce té€ dwong nhw khong c6 dién trong treong hoc. Anh méi xac dinh rang
do6 1a mot cai bay. Nhung tride khi anh goi dién dugc da xay ra chat van dé.”

“Khong sao, Rhyme,” Sachs noi, “em cling da xac dinh duvgc ma.”

Co khong bao cho anh biét Pulaski suyt thi bi dién giat.

“0, tot roi. Anh... T6t roi.”
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Sachs hiéu rang Rhyme dang nghi anh da that bai biét chirng nao. Anh gan
nhr da khién mot trong hai ngwoi, tham chi 1a ca hai, bi thwong hodc mat
mang. Binh thwong thi anh da dién 1én r6i, sau d6 c6 thé n6i han mdt con
thinh nd. Anh sé muén uoéng rwgu, anh sé xtic pham moi ngudi, sé say sira
cham biém mia mai nay no, tat ca, Ié di nhién, déu nham vao chinh béan than
anh, c6 va Thom hiéu rat ro nhu thé.

Nhung lan nay thi khac. Cé cai gi dé trong anh mat Rhyme, cai gi do
Sachs khong thay thich chiit nao ca. Ky la, mot nguwdi bi tan tat nang né nhw
vay, nhung Lincoln Rhyme hau nhw khong dé 10 bat ¢t diéu gi cho thdy minh
deé ton thwong. Gio day, véi that bai nay, anh lai dang boc 16 sy yéu duoi.

Co thay minh phai quay di, nhin sang 6ng bac si, ong ta ndi, “Anh ay da
qua con nguy kich. Huyét ap da ha.” Ro6i 6ng ta quay sang Rhyme. Bénh
nhan chan thuwong tay song tham chi con ghét bi dé cap t6i & ngbi thitr ba hon
hau hét cac bénh nhan mac bénh khac. “Hay ngbi trén xe nhiéu vao, han ché
nam t6i da, dam bdo dai, tiéu tién day da. Quan ao va bit tat rong rai.”

Rhyme gat dau, “Tai sao lai xay ra tinh trang ay?”

“Co 1€ 1a do stress, két hop véi ap lwc ¢ dau do. Bén trong co thé, quan 4o,
giay dép. Anh biét co ché cda hién twgng tang phan xa day. No6i chung né la
mot bi an.”

“T6i da ngdt di bao lau?”

Thom néi, “Bon muoi pht, tinh r6i lai ngat.”

Rhyme dya dau vao lung ghé. “Bon muoi phit.” Anh thi thao. Sachs hiéu
anh dang hinh dung lai that bai ctia minh. N6 suyt phdi tra gia bang tinh mang
cua co va Pulaski.

Lic bay gio, Rhyme dang dam dam nhin sang phong thi nghiém. “Ching
cu dau?”

“Em vé day trudc. Ron dang trén dudong vé. Bon em da phai goi nguoi tw
Queens dén dé chuyén may phat dién. N6 ndng c& ca ta.”

“Ron dang vé a?”

“Vang.” Sachs khang dinh, nhan ra rang minh vira bdo Rhyme viéc nay
xong, va ban khoan khong biét con nguy kich Iic nay cé khién anh bi mu
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mam khong. Bac si c6 1é da cho anh thudc giam dau. Hién twgng tang phan
xa bao gio cling kém theo dau dau nhu khoan.

“To6t. Cau ta sé sdm vé ha? Ron dy?”

Mot cai nhin ngap ngung hwéng sang Thom.

“Bat c khi nao twr Itic nay tr¢ di.” Sachs néi.

Béc si Ralston noi, “Lincoln, tdi muén anh nghi ngoi hét h6m nay.”

Rhyme do du, nhin xu6éng. Anh sé thiwe si tuan theo mot yéu cau nhw thé
chang?

Nhung r6i anh néi bang giong khé khang, “T6i xin 10i, bac si. T6i thuc s
khong thé. Cé6 mét vu an... quan trong.”

“Veé ludi dién dy a? Bon khung bo dy a?”

“Phai. T6i hy vong 6ng khong phan d6i.” Anh mit Rhyme huéng xuéng.
“T6i xin 16i. T6i thue sy phai giai quyét n6.”

Sachs va Thom nhin nhau. Cai thai do biét 16i ay khong phai thai do dién
hinh ctia Rhyme, ddy la n6i mét cach lich su.

Va lai mét lan nita, sy yéu dudi boc 16 trong anh mat.

“Lincoln, t6i biét n6 quan trong. To6i khong thé ép anh bat cit viéc gi.
Nhung hay nhé 16i dan cua t6i: Ngoi thang va tranh moi ap luc 1én co thé, tw
ca bén trong lan bén ngoai. T6i nghi néu bao dirng cang thang thi cha c6 tac
dung. Khi van chua tém c6 dwoc thang dién nay.”

“Cam on. Va cam on cau, Thom.”

Anh chang phu ta chép chép mat, lo lang gat dau.

Tuy nhién, Rhyme lai ngap ngirng, nhin xuéng. Khong phi sang phong thi
nghiém kiém phong khach bang hét toc lyc cta chiéc Miii tén Dong bao nhw
thong thuwong van lam. Tham chi khi ctra trir6c ng6i nha mé ra va ho cé thé
nghe thay tiéng Pulaski cung cac k¥ thuat vién kham nghiém hién truong voi
va dua chitng c vao, Rhyme van & nguyén vi tri, dam dam nhin xuong.

“Li...” Sachs thot 1én va ngting lai - khong vi pham sy duy tam cta ho.
“Rhyme? Anh mu6n sang phong thi nghiém khong?”

“Co, tat nhién.”

Nhung van dam dam nhin xuéng. Khong dong day gi.

Lo lang, Sachs tu héi phai chang anh bi 1én con bénh nita.
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RoOi Rhyme nuét nuwéc bot, di chuyén bd diéu khién cua chiéc xe lan.
Guong madt anh gian ra nhe nhom va ¢6 hiéu diéu vira xay ra: Rhyme da lo
lang - da khiép sg - rang con bénh gay ton thuwong thém cho anh, tham chi cé
thé la nhitng van dong buwdc dau vGi cac ngédn tay va ban tay phdai da bi xéa
sO.

Anh da nhin cham cham xu6ng né: ban tay. Nhung c6 vé khong cé ton
thuong nao ca.

“Bat dau thoi, Sachs.” Rhyme noi, tuy khé khang. “Chuing ta c6 cong viéc
phai gidi quyét.”
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Chuong 65

Cai cau lac bo bi-a nay trong giong nhu mdt chon giao dich ma tdy, R.C. két
luan.

Ga sé noi v6i cha ga diéu nay.

Ga dan ong ba mwoi tudi ap ban tay xanh xao 1én vé chai bia, quan sét cac
van choi dang dién ra. Lén It hit mot hoi thu6c 1a va nha khéi vé phia quat
thong gio.

Anh mat tdp trung vao cac ban bi-a. Phat co di nhanh qua lai 16i théi
khong biét chirng - vi s tién dat cuwgc 1én - nhung Stipp c6 cady gay bong
chay dang sau quay bar. Va ga rat thich vung lén.

No6i t6i chuyén nay lai swc nhé. Cai doi Mets chét tiét. Ga vé lay diéu
khién ti vi.

Boston khong khién ga cam thay vui vé hon.

R6i gd m@ sang tin titc vé thang dién dang st dung dién khudy ddo thanh
pho. Anh trai R.C. khéo tay va lam nhiéu céng viéc lién quan dén dién,
nhung hé thong day dién van luén luén khién ban than ga sg sét.

Va bay gio thi khap thanh pho, nguwdi ta dang nhao nhac hét ca.

“May c6 nghe vé vu d6 khong?” Ga haéi Stipp.

“H4, vu nao?” Stipp cé con mat lac, hoac con mat khong nhin thang vao
nguoi ta, néu mat lac la nhu thé.

“Cai vu dién dom dy? Mot thang cha ddu day dién trong khach san. May
sO vao tay nam ctlfa va, 6i thi, may ngom!”

“0, vu d6.” Stipp bat cudi sing sic. “Giéng nhitng chiéc ghé dién.”

“Gidng thé. Chi c6 diéu n6 c6 thé la cac bac cau thang hay mot viing
nuwdc, nhitng nap cong bang sat trén via hé, nhitng thang may di xudng tang

https://thuviensach.vn



ham.”

“May buwarc len va bi giat a?”

“Tao nghi thé. Me kiép. Va mdy 4n cac nit SANG PUONG béng sit &
nga tv dy. Thoi xong. May da trd thanh nan nhan.”

“Han lam thé dé lam gi?”

“Péch dira nao biét dugc... Cai ghé dién ay, may so vai dai ra va toc may
boc chdy. May biét khong ha? Lira, doi khi n6 la thit giét chét may. Thiéu
chét may luon.”

“Hau hét cac bang bay gio déu tiém thudc doc,” Stipp cau c6 néi. “Ngudi
ta chac van sg vai dai.”

R.C. dang nhin Janie trong chi€c so mi 6m sat va c6 nhé xem khi nao vg
ga sé dén lay tién di mua thyc pham thi canh ctta ma& ra, hai nguoi buéc vao.
Hai ngudi mac dong phuc cia nhan vién van chuyén hang héa, c6 1é 1a nhan
vién ca som, tot thoi, vi ho sé tiéu tién bay gio khi ngay lam viéc cua ho da
két thuc.

R6i ngay lap titc theo chan ho, mot 1do vo gia cu cling x6ng vao.

Cai ldo da den, quan 4o ban thiu, vira vt chiéc xe mua hang toan chai
rong, hop rong ngoai via he, nira di ntta chay vao day. Lic bay gio ldo dang
xoay lwng, nhin chdm cham ra qua ctva s6, gai chan.

ROi gai mai dau bén dwdi chiéc mii 1uGi trai tanh twéi.

R.C. nhan dwgc anh mat ctia ga phuc vu quay bar va lac dau bao khong.

“Nay, 6ng kia,” Stipp goi. “Can gi?”

“Ngoai kia c6 cai gi do ky quac nhi.” Lao lam bam. Lao ty néi véi minh
mot Idc. Roi 1o ndi to 1én, “Minh da trong thay cai gi d6. Minh khong wa
no.” Va pha ra cuoi the thé, ma R.C. nghi chinh cai cuoi nay kha ky qudc.

“0), thoi, mang ci gi d6 ra ngoai di, ok?”

“Thay khong?” Cau hoi khong danh cho ai.

“Thoi nao, ong ban.”

Nhung 1o loang choang di dén quay bar, ng6i xuong. Mat mot lic luc loi
ra vai t0 tién w6t at va ca tan xu. Lao dém nhitng dong xu rat can than.

“Xin 10i, 6ng. T6i nghi 6ng uéng day roi.”
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“Ta sé uéng. Chu may trong thiy thang cha kia khong? Thang cha mang
theo sgi day dién ay?”

Soi day dién?

R.C. va Stipp nhin nhau.

“Nhitng chuyén dién r6 dang dién ra trong thanh pho nay.” Ga huéng anh
mat titc t6i vao R.C. “Thang khon kiép & ngay ngoai kia. Bén canh, thay
khong, céi cot dién kia kia. Han dang lam gi do6. Loay hoay véi sgi day dién.
Chu may c6 nghe néi nhitng chuyén dang dién ra xung quanh day khong?
Nguoi ta dang nhao nhac hét ca.”

R.C. di ra cho ctta s6, ngang qua ga dan 6ng, ga boc mui lam R.C. buon
noén. Nhung R.C. nhin ra va trong thdy cai cot dién. O d6 c6 mot sgi day dién
duwgc dau néi vao chang? Ga ciling chang biét nita. Bon khing bd dang hoat
dong xung quanh day chang? Khu Bo Dong Ha nay?

Cha, tai sao khong?

Néu han muon sat hai nhitng nguwoi dan vo t6i, chod nay ciing thuan lgi nhu
bat ¢ cho nao.

R.C. bao lao vo gia cu, “Nghe nay, ong ban, di khoi day di.”

“Ta mudn uéng.”

“Thdi nao, ong sé& khong c6 gi ma uéng dau.” Anh mét lai huéng ra bén
ngoai ctra s6. R.C. nghi qua la ga c6 trong thdy may sgi cap hay may sgi day
dién hay céi cta ng gi d6. Chuyén gi dang dién ra? Ké nao d6 dang lam gi
chinh céi quan bar nay v? R.C. nghi tGi tat ca cac thit lam bang kim loai trong
quan. Ghé ké chan, bon rira, nam dam ctra, may tinh tién. Chét tiét, bé tiéu
cling lam bang kim loai. Néu minh di tiéu, liéu dong dién c6é chay nguoc lén
thang nho cia minh theo dong nuwéc tiéu khong?

“Cha may khong hiéu, chi may khong hiéu!” Lao vo gia cw rén ri, tham
chi c6 vé ky quac hon. “Ngoai kia khong an toan. Nhin xem. Khong an toan.
Thang khon kiép v6i md day dién... Ta sé & day cho téi lic an toan.”

R.C., ga phuc vu quay bar, Janie, nhithg ngwdi choi bi-a va hai nhan vién
van chuyén hang hoa, lic bay gio nhat loat nhin cham cham ra bén ngoai ctta
s0. Cac van choi bi bé dd. Sy chi y caa R. G tGi Janie teo top.

“Khong an toan, chu may. Cho mot vodka va Coke.”
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“Pi di. Toi khéng no6i vGi 6ng lan nita dau.”

“Chd may nghi ta khong thé tra tién a. Ta c6 6i tién day. Chu may goi cai
nay la gi?”

Mui h6i ham cuda 130 bay khap quan bar. N6 mdi tém lgm lam sao.

Poi khi ngwoi ta bi chét chay...

“Cai thang mang day dién, cai thang mang day dién...”

“Ong xéo me 6ng di. C6 dia sdp stra 1dy mat cai xe mua hang ctia ong kia
kia.”

“Ta khong ra ngoai dé6 dau. Chi may dirng hong tong ta ra. Ta sé khong
chiu chét chay dau.”

“bi di.”

“Khong!” Cai lao kinh tdm 4dy ddm xu6ng quay bar. “Cha may khéng
phuc vu... chu may dang khong phuc vu ta,” 1ao stta cho chinh xac, “vi ta la
do nho.”

R.C. trong thdy mot anh chdp 16e 1én ngoai phd. Ga ha hoc mom. Roi ga
bét cang thang. Chi la anh sang phan chiéu lén kinh chan gié mét chiéc 6 t6
chay qua. Bi hoang hon nhuv thé, ga cang dién hon. “Bon ta khong phuc vu
ong vi 6ng thoi hoac va vi ong la do dé tién. Xéo.”

Lao kia da gom lai tit cd nhitng t0 tién wdt at va dong xu nhép nhap. Lao
han c6 t6i hai mwoi do la. Lao 1am bam, “Chu may la do dé tién. Chu may
tong ta ra va ta ra ngoai kia sé bi chét chay.”

“Hay cam tién roi di di,” Stipp nhac cay gay béng chay l1én, gio ra.

Lao kia khong quan tam. “Chd may tong ta ra thi ta sé néi vGi tat cd moi
ngwoi nhitng gi dién ra ¢ day. Ta biét nhitng gi dién ra & day, chi may twéng
ta khong biét a? Ta da chitng kién chti may nhin Tiéu thv Nguwc By dang kia.
A, dang xau ho nhi, chd may deo nhan cuwégi. Liéu Phu nhan Dé tién sé
nghi...”

R.C. dung ca hai tay chdp 14y cai do khoac kinh tém.

Khi ldo da den nhan nhé vi dau va kéu lén, “Dung danh t6i! Toi la, cau
biét ddy, canh sat! T6i la mat vu!”

“Ong 1a luat phap cai déch gi.” R.C. kéo ldo da den lai dé cho mdt phat
tang.
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Trong nhdy mat, chiéc thé FBI duwogc gi vao mat ga, va khau Glock ciling &
sat sat.

“Oi, me kiép.” R.C. 1dm bam.

Mot trong hai ngwoi dan 6ng da trang vao ngay tredc nguwdi dan ong da
den noi, “Pa chitng kién day du, Fred. Han van dinh hanh hung sau khi anh
da xac nhan minh la nhan viéen thyc thi phap luat. Chung toi quay lai lam viéc
dugc chwa?”

“Xin cam on hai anh. Tw Iuc nay t6i ty chiu trach nhiém xt ly tinh hinh.”
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Chuong 66

Trong goc cau lac bd bi-a, Fred Dellray ngoi trén chiéc ghé dwa op ep, lung
ghé xoay ngugc lai, chan trwdc ga thanh nién. Nhu thé tinh de doa sé giam
bdt - gitta ho cé céi luvng ghé - nhung khong sao, vi vién mat vu cling khong
can R.C. qua sg t6i mic khong suy nghi nghiém chinh dugc.

Tuy nhién, anh ta can ga sg mot chuit.

“Chu may biét ta la gi chit, R.C.?”

Hoi thd dai khién toan than ga thanh nién gay gio xwong run ray. “Khong,
t0i mudn noi, téi biét 6ng la mat vu FBI va 6ng dang tra tron. Nhung toi
khong biét tai sao ong day toi t6i rac roi.”

Dellray ngay lap titc tiép tuc, “Ta la cdi may phat hién n6i doi song ddy. Ta
da lam c6ng viéc nay lau t&i mitc cé thé nhin mdt dira con gai va nghe n6 noi
“Minh vé nha nao, minh sé cé thé 1én giwong cung nhau” la ta biét tong trong
dau n6 nghi rang “Dén noi thi thang cha say khuét r6i, chac c6 1é minh c&
viéc lan ra ngu khi thoi.””

“Liic ndy, t6i chi dang tu vé. Ong lam ti sg.”

“Me kiép, phdi, ta lam chi may sg. Va chi may c6 thé ct ngdm miéng lai,
dirng ho hé 16i nao, doi luat sw t6i cam lay tay chi may. Chi may tham chi cé
thé goi cho van phong Co quan Diéu tra Lién bang dé phan nan vé ta. Nhung,
du cach nay hay céach kia, cling sé dén tai cha chi may & kham Sing-Sing
chuyén chi may quay réi mot mat vu FBI. Va 6ng gia sé nghi, trong ltic trong
nom cai quan bar chét tiét nay, thit duy nhat 6ng gia dé lai cho chi may trong
nom va hy vong chi may dung gay chuyén 16n xon, thi chi may lai gay
chuyén 1on xon.”
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Dellray quan sat vé lung tung cua ga thanh nién. “Vay, chung ta hoan toan
hiéu van de.”

“Ong muédn gi?”

Va chi dé dam bdo rang cai luvng ghé khong khién R.C. cam thady thoai mai
qua, Dellray vo ban tay 1én dui ga trai, véo manh.

“Oai. Sao ong lam vay?”

“Chu may da bi kiém tra bang may phat hién n6i doi bao gio chwa, R.C.?”

“Chua, luat su cua ba bao dung bao gio..

“Dé la mot cau hoi t-u- t- .” Dellray noi, tuy thyc ra chang phai vay. Bé
chi 1a mot cach dé trum chat khiép sg 1én dau R.C., giong nhw viéc quang qua
lyu dan hoi cay vao dam dong biéu tinh.

Vién mat vu boi phat véo nita. Anh ta khong dirng duoc y nghi: E,
McDaniel, anh khong thé lam viéc nay khi nghe trom trén mién dam may,
ha?

Nhuw thé thi qua chan. Vi thé nay hay hon nhiéu.

Fred Dellray c6 mat tai diy nhd mot ngudi: Serena. Viéc co dé nghi anh ta
lam khong phai la don dep tang ham. Ma la nhac cai mong lén. C6 dan anh ta
xuong phong chita d6 tum la tim lum, noi anh ta cat nhitng b doé tur thud
hoat dong chim. Co6 tim thdy mot bo do cat trong tdi gidy bong, loai tii nguoi
ta von van dung dé cat vay cudi. Bo la bd do V6 Gia Cw Say Rugu, dugc wép
th* mui phu hgp 1a mui moc va mui co thé dam dac - thém ti nwdc dai méo -
dé chi can anh ta ng6i xuéng bén canh mot déi twong la doi twong da phai
khai ngay ra.

Serena no6i, “Anh danh mat ga chi diém. Thoi dirng than than trach phan,
ma hdy lan theo dau vét han. Néu anh khong thé phat hién ra han, thi hay th
xem han da phat hién ra diéu gi.”

Dellray mim cwoi, 6m co va di thay trang phuc. Khi anh ta roi khoi nha,
Serena noti “Oi trdi, mui ngwdi anh khung khiép qua.” Va phét dua vao mong
anh ta, mot ¢ chi rat, rat hiém ai titng danh cho Fred Dellray.

Va anh ta ra pho.

William Brent c6 tai che ddy diu vét, nhung Dellray lai c6 tai phat hién.
Anh ta biét mot diéu, mot diéu dang khich 1€, rang rot cudc thi Brent c6 1€ da
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thue hién cong viéc dugce giao that. Lan theo budce di cta ga, Dellray biét ga
da kham pha ra m6t manh moi vé Galt hay vé Cong ly cho Trai Dat hay vé
cai gi do co6 lién quan tGi cac vu tdn cong. Anh ta hét sitc no luc, cai trang
xam nhap sau vao gidi toi pham. Cudi cung, anh ta biét dwgc Brent da dén
day, dén cai cau lac b bi-a t6i tam nay, noi c6 vé ga chi diém da tim kiém, va
tuyét voi la ga da thu thap dugc, thong tin quan trong tur tay thanh nién vira bi
Dellray véo dui.

Luc bay gio, Dellray néi, “Vay. Bai cta ta. Bat 1én trén ban r6i. Chuing ta
vui vé dugce chwa nhi?”

“Lay Chua” M6t cai nhan mat qua mirc chac da khién co ma R.C. bi chudt
rat. “Hay néi xem 6ng mudn gi?”

“P4y la thai d6 diing din, con trai.” Anh William Brent dugc dwa ra.

Dellray quan séat ky lwong nét mat R. C va anh mat ga 16e 1én mét tia nhan
dién ngan ngui. Anh ta ngay 1ap tirc hoi, “Han trd chii may bao nhiéu?”

Mot thoang nin lang cho Dellray biét ca hai hiéu rang Brent da tra tién, va
khodn tién ma R.C. sap stra khai ra sé it hon dang ké khoan tién dwgc trao tay
thure sur.

“Mot ngan.”

Me kiép. Brent méi hao phong vdi tién cta Dellray lam sao.

R.C. ndi, hoi rén ri, “Khong phai la ma tuy, thwa ong. T6i khong ham mon
de.”

“Tat nhién chi may khong ham. Nhung ta khong quan tam. Han dén day
tim kiém thong tin. Va bay gid... bay gio... bay gio. Ta can biét han hoi gi va
chi may da khai gi v&i han.” Dellray lai kh&i dong nhitng ngon tay dai long
khong.

“Puogc roi, téi sé noéi vai ong. Bill, ga bao ga tén Bill.” R.C. chi bitc anh.

“Bill hay gi cling tot. Tiép tuc di, anh ban.”

“Ga nghe ndi mot ké nao do dang ¢ xung quanh day. Mot ké mai tdi thanh
pho nay, 14i chiéc xe tai mau trang, giat sing theo nguwoi. Mot khau Colt 45 li
to dung. Han da thit ai d6.”

Dellray khong boc 10 gi. “Han da thit ai? Va tai sao?”

“Bill khong biét.”
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“Tén?”

“Khong c6.”

Vién mat vu chang can mot cai may phat hién néi doi. R.C. dang thé hién
rat tot pham chat trung thuc cia Pat Ma.

“Nao, R.C., ban t0i, con gi nita vé han? Xe tdi mau trang, méi t6i thanh
pho nay, sing Colt 45 li t6 chang. Pa lam thit ai d6 chwa xac dinh dugc
nguyén nhan.”

“Co thé han da bat céc nguwoi ta trede khi lam thit... Mot ké thién ha
khong muén day vao.”

DPiéu nay con can phdi néi.

R.C. tiép tuc, “Vay, céi ga tén Bill hay tén gi ciing dugc ay, 6ng biét day,
thdy bao t6i c6 nguon thong tin. Pai loai la dau no6i vao cac duwong day ay
ma.”

“Duwong day a.”

“Phai. Nhung khong phai kiéu duwong day thang khon kiép kia dang dung
sat hai ngudi ta dau. Y tdi 1a ci truyén tif mom nguwdi ndy sang mom nguoi
khac.”

“Q, y chii may la vay.” Dellray néi, nhung R.C. chdng cam nhan dugc sy
mia mai.

“Va chu may c6 nguon théng tin, ding khong? Chu may biét tudt vé noi
nay, ha? Chu may la Ethel Merte (nhdn vdt hv cdu trong phim truyén hinh
My, dai dién cho tiéng ndi cta Ly tri) cia khu Bo Pong Ha.”

“Ai cag?”

“Tiép tuc di.”

“Pugc roi, 0, kiéu nhw, to6i da nghe duwgc diéu gi do6. Toi thich biét vée
nhitng ngudi xung quanh minh, vé nhitng chuyén hay hém c6 thé dang dién
ra. Du sao, t6i cling da nghe dwgc vé thang cha nay, rat giong mo ta cta Bill.
Va t6i chi cho ga choé han &. Thé thoi.”

Dellray tin twong R.C. “Cho ta dia chi.”

Ga thyc hién yéu cau, mot con phd cii ky khong xa day. “Han song trong
can ho tang ham.”

“Puogc, bay gio ta chi can cé nhu vay!”
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“Ong...”

“Ta sé khong noi chuyén gi vdi ong gia dau. Yén tam. Trw phi chu may lai
choi tao.”

“T6i khong, khong, Fred, that day.”

Khi Dellray ra dén ctra, R.C. hét theo, “Chang phéi nhw 6ng nghi dau.”

Vién mat vu ngoanh lai.

“Thyuc sy vi mui ngwdi 6ng kinh qua. Nén bon toi tir choi phuc vu. Chi
chang phdi vi 6ng da den.”

Nam phut sau, Dellray da dang tién dén gan khoi phé ma R.C. bao. Truéc
day, anh ta da can nhac viéc minh c6 nén goi luc lwgng ho trg khong, nhung
lai quyét dinh chwa nén goi. Diéu tra duwong pho doi héi sy té nhi, chit chang
phai coi hu va cac doi tap kich. Hay Tucker McDaniel. Dellray di nhw nhay
qua céac con pho, luon lach qua cac dam dong nghin nghit nguwdi. Anh ta nghi,
nhuw von van hay nghi, “Pang giita ngay gitta buoi. Nhitng con nguwdi nay lam
nhitng nghé nghiép quai quy gi?” Ro6i anh ta ré & hai goc pho va than trong di
vao mot con hém, dé cé thé tiép can can ho nghi van tir dang sau.

Dellray ngang nhin nhanh con hém t6i 10 mo, day mui muc ruong.

Céach day khong xa, mot ngwdi dan ong da trang doi mi 1wdi trai, do so mi
rong thung thinh, dang quét con hém rdi séi. Dellray dém s6 nha, anh ta dang
& ngay dang sau can ho ma R.C. da chi cho William Brent.

O, ky cuc, vién mat vu nghi. Anh ta bit dau di xuyén qua con hém. Ngudi
quét hém hwéng cap kinh mat trang gwong nhin anh ta, r6i lai tiép tuc quét.
Dellray ditng buéc gan nguwdi nay, chau may nhin xung quanh. C6 gang hiéu
Sur viéc.

Cudi cung, nguwoi quét hém hdi, “Anh dang lam cdi chét tiét gi vay?”

“Cha, toi sé noi cho anh biét.” Dellray tra 16i. “Viéc t6i dang lam la tim
kiém mot tay cdm chim thudc S& Canh sat New York, vi ly do ngé ngan nao
dé, da dinh cai trang bang cach quét hém rai s6i & mét khu viee nguoi ta da
th6i lam viéc nay, 6, d6 mot tram ba muwoi nam nay roi,” Dellray chia thé.

“Dellray? Toi da nghe danh anh.” R6i vién canh sat néi vGi vé tu vé, “T6i
chi dang lam nhiém vu dugc giao thoi. Dé theo doi ay.”

“Theo do6i? Tai sao? Cho nay la cho nao?”
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“Anh khong biét?”

Dellray ddo mat.

Khi nghe vién cénh sat néi, Dellray do ngudi. Nhung chi choc 1at thoi.
M4y giay sau, anh ta da 16t by do cai trang tanh twéi an vao thung rac. Lic
bat dau guong chan chay vé phia bén tau dién ngam, anh ta chd y thdy phan
tng kinh ngac cta vién canh sat, va do rang n6 cé thé vi mot trong hai
nguyén nhan: hodc vi ban than man thoat y, hoac vi thuc té 1a bén dwéi bo do
cdi trang anh ta mac la b do tap thé thao bang nhung len mau xanh 14 muét
mat. Anh ta do rang phan nao la vi ca hai nguyén nhan trén.
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Chuong 67

“Rodoflo, ngai néi toi nghe di.”

“Chung ta co6 1€ sé sdm c0 tin t6t, Lincoln. Nguwdi ctia Arturo Diaz da theo
Tho Bong H6 vao Gustavo Madero. D6 1a mot delegacion & phia bac thanh
pho, cac anh goi la quan, nhw quan Bronx cuia cac anh day. Phan 16n khu vuc
nay kha 16n nhon va Arturo nghi rang nhitng ké dong pham vdi han dang &
day.”

“Nhung nguoi cua 6ng biét han dang ¢ dau chi?”

“Ho cho rang ho biét. Ho da phat hién ra chiéc xe han dung dé tau thoat,
ho di sau han khong quéa ba hay bon phit nhwng khong thé len qua cac xe
khac dé dudi kip. Nguoi ta trong thady han trong mot tdoa chung cu 1én &
delegacion kia. Toa chung cu da bi phong toa. Chiing toi sé tién hanh luc soat
toan bo. Toi sé sém goi lai cung cap thém thong tin.”

Rhyme két thic cudc goi, va c6 gang hét sitc nham gat di ndi sot rudt, lo
lang. Anh sé tin twdng rang Thg Bong Ho da thye sy bi tom c6 khi anh trong
thay ga bi xét xtr & toa an New York.

Anh khong cam thdy duwgc dong vién khi goi cho Kathryn Dance thong
bao tinh hinh m&i nhat va c6 dap, “Gustavo Madero a? D6 la mét khu vue rat
phitc tap, Lincoln.” C6 ndi, “T6i da sang Mexico City dan do t6i pham.
Chung toi 1ai xe xuyéen qua khu vuc nay. Toi thyc sy mung vi xe khong truc
trac gi, tham chi véi hai canh sat lién bang c6 vii khi bén canh minh. B¢ la
mot mé cung. Dé dang lan tron. Nhuwng tin tot 1a dan cw ¢ do tuyét doi khong
ra s c6 mat cua canh sat. Néu Luna diéu mot xe buyt canh sat chong bao
loan dén, ho sé san sang hy sinh mot nguwoi My.”
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Rhyme néi sé cap nhat thong tin cho co, r6i két thic cudc goi. Cam giac
mét mdi va mu mi do anh hwdng ctia con tang phan xa quay lai, anh dwa dau
vao lung chiéc Miii tén Dong bao.

Théi nao, hay gilt si sac bén! Anh ty ra 1énh, t ch6i chap nhan bat c&
mirc nao dudi mot tram linh mwdi phan tram nang lwe cia minh, cling y nhw
anh von van doi héi moi nguwoi khac. Nhung anh dang khéng cam thay minh
dat dwgc mirc do nay, hoan toan khong.

ROi Rhyme nguwéc 1én, trong thdy Pulaski bén ban chitng ¢t va y nghi vé
Thg Doéng Ho6 tan dan. Cac dong tac ctia chang canh sat tré kha cham chap.
Rhyme lo lang nhin cau ta. Cé vé khau Taser da gdy choang manh.

Nhuwng noi lo lang dy con kém theo mot cam xuic khac nita, mGt cam xtic
xam chiém anh su6t mot tiéng dong ho vira qua: toi 16i. Hoan toan vi sai lam
ctia Rhyme ma Pulaski - va ca Sachs - suyt bi dién giat chét, do roi vao bay
cua Galt & ngoi trvong kia. Sachs da noi nhe di mi@c do nghiém trong cua sy
viéc. Pulaski nita. Cau ta cwdi ha ha, bao, “Chi dy da choi t6i mot phat, cac
anh a.” D6 rd rang la cdu no6i dua, khién Mel Cooper mim cuwdi, nhung
Rhyme khong hiéu. Va anh cling khong c6 tdm trang nao ma hai huéc. Anh
boi rdi, mat phwong hwéng... khéng chi vi con bénh vira tan cong anh. Anh
khong dit duge y nghi rang minh da khién Sachs va cau tan binh phai that
vong.

Rhyme ép minh tap trung vao nhitng chitng ct vira thu thap duoc tai ngoi
treong. Co tui dung dau vét, cé tii dung céac thiét bi dién tit. Va quan trong
nhat la chiéc may phat dién. Lincoln cuc ky thich nhitng khoi thiét bi to 16n,
cong kénh. Viéc di chuyén ching doi héi nhiéu tiép xtic co thé va diéu doé cé
nghia la ching bam mot lwgng 16n nhitng dau van tay, sgi vai, téc, mo hoi, té
bao da va nhiéu diu vét khac. Chiéc may phat dién duwgc dat vao mot xe day,
nhung van phdi 6m 1ay né méi dat dugc no vao xe.

Ron Pulaski cé dién thoai. Cdu ta liéc nhin Rhyme r6i 1ti vao goéc phong
nghe. Mdc du trong van chuénh choang, gwong mat cau ta da bat dau sang
1én. Cau ta két thic cudc goi va ditng day mot 1at, nhin ra bén ngoai ctra so.
Mac du khong biét ngi dung cudc goi,
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Rhyme ciing khong ngac nhién thay chang trai tré buwdc vé phia minh véi
anh mat xung toi.

“To6i phai thd thyc vdi sép viéc nay, Lincoln.” Anh mat Pulaski hwéng
sang ca Lon Sellitto ntra.

“Ha?” Rhyme lo dang hoi.

“Luc trwdce, toi da c6 phan khong trung thuc véi sép.”

“Co phan?”

“Thoi dugc, toi da khong trung thyc.”

“Veé van de gi?”

Luwét anh mat qua cac bang chitng ¢t va ho so vé Ray Galt,

Pulaski noi, “Két qua ADN ay? T6i biét la t6i chang can di 1dy. T6i da s
dung né dé lam cai cd thoi. T6i da dén tham Stan Palmer.”

“Ai?”

“Nguoi dan ong trong bénh vién, nguoi toi da dam phai ¢ hém nha Galt.”

Rhyme s6t rudt. Cho chitng ¢t dang vay goi anh. Nhung chuyén nay co vé
quan trong. Anh gat dau, roi héi, “Ong ta khong sao chi?”

“Ho van chua biét. Tuy nhién, diéu t6i néi sau day la, thit nhat, t6i xin 16i
vi da khong trung thue. Toi da dinh néi that, nhung né cé vé, t6i khong biét,
c6 vé khong chuyén nghiép.”

“Pung la khong.”

“Nhung chwa hét. Hay nghe day, khi t6i ¢ bénh vién, t6i da hoi ngudi y ta
sO thé an sinh xa hdi cia ngwoi nay. Va cac thong tin ca nhan, sép doan xem?
D6 1a mot ké c6 an ti. Pa & ba nam tai Attica (thi tran cua ban New York)”

“That a?” Sachs hoi.

“Vang... Y t6i 13, vang. Va ngudi ndy dang c6 1énh truy na.”

“Han dang c6 1énh truy na.” Rhyme giong tram ngam.

“Truy na vé tdi gi?” Sellitto héi.

“Hanh hung, dot nhap nha an trom, tiéu thu dé an trdém. Mot danh sach t6i
trang dai.”

Viéen canh sat nhau nhi pha ra cuoi, “Cau da lui xe vao mot tén toi pham.”
Anbh ta lai cudi va nhin Rhyme, nguwdi khong hé mim cudi.

Nha hinh sy hoc néi, “Vay day la ly do khién cau vui vé ha?”
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“T6i khong vui vé gi khi gay thwong tich cho nguwdi nay. Sai lam van la sai
lam th6i.”

“Nhuwng néu cau phai nghién 1én ai do, thi han sé do hon mét 6ng bé bon
dwra con.”

“Cha, vang.”

Rhyme con c6 nhiéu diéu dé noi vé cha dé dy, nhung hién tai khong phai
lic, khong phai cho. “Quan trong la cau khéng bi phan tam nita, ding
khong?”

“Vang.”

“T6t. Bay gio, néu chung ta da giai quyét xong bd phim tam ly tinh cam,
c6 1é tat ca chung ta sé quay lai dugc vdi cong viéc.” Rhyme nhin chiéc dong
ho so dién ti: ba gio chiéu. Anh cam thay ap lyc thoi gian dang kéu o o giong
nhu, 0, giong nhu dong dién trong day dién cao thé. Ho c6 danh tinh va dia
chi cta thi pham. Nhung ho khéng c6 manh méi chac chan nao vé dia diém
an nau cua ga.

Prng ldc ay, chudng ctra reo.

Lat sau Thom xudt hién cung Tucker McDaniel, khong c6 ké tay chan di
theo. Rhyme ngay lap titc biét anh ta sé ndi diéu gi. Tat ca moi nguoi dang &
trong phong han ciing biét.

“Mot birc thu yéu sach nita?” Rhyme hoi.

“Phai, va lan nay han thyc sy leo thang.”
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Chuong 68

“Thoi han han dua ra?” Sellitto héi.

“Sau rudi toi nay.”

“Han cho ching ta hon ba tiéng dong hé mdt chat. Han mudn gi?”

“Yéu sach lan nay tham chi con dién r6 hon hai lan trwdc. To6i c6 thé s
dung may tinh khong?”

Rhyme hat dau vé phia may tinh.

Vién Pho Truwdng van phong go ban phim va lat sau bire thw hién 1én trén
man hinh. Rhyme trong thidy 160 mo. Anh chép chédp mat cho moi thi 16 rang
hon va viron dau vé phia truéc.

Gui Lién hop Dién lyc Algonquin va CEO Andi Jessen:

Khodng sdu gio to6i hom qua, mét thiét bi chuyén mach diéu khién tir xa da
dan dong dién tong cong 13.800 volt, tir hé thong phdn phéi thit cdp tai toa
van phong s6 235 man Tdy ph6 Nam muoi tw, vao san m¢t thang mdy, mét
day tiép dat dugc noi voi bdng diéu khién trong thang. Khi thang dét ngét
ngirng trudc khi xuéng dén tang trét, mot nguoi so vao bdang diéu khién dé dn
nut bao dong, mach dién dong lai va nhirng nguoi trong thang bi dién giat
chét.

Da hai lan t6i dé nghi ba bay toé thién y bang cdch gidm cong sudt cdp
dién. Va dd hai lan ba ttr choi. Néu ba chiu thuc hién cdc yéu cau hop ly cua
toi, thi ba da khong dem dén bdat hanh cho cubc doi nhitng nguoi ma ba goi
la khdch hang. Ba ngang nganh bdt chdp cdc yéu cau dé va nhitng nguoi
khdc phdi tra gid.
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Ndm 1931, khi Thomas A. Edison qua doi, cdc cong sv cua ong trdn trong
dé nghij viéc cdt dién toan thanh phé trong sdu muoi gidy dé twéng niém con
nguoi dd sang tgo ra ludi dién, mang dnh sang tdi voi hang triéu nguoi.
Nhung thanh pho tir choi.

To6i bdy gio ciing sé dua ra loi dé nghi nhu vdy - khéng phdi dé thé hién su
tén trong con nguoi dd SANG TAO RA lu6i dién, ma dé thé hién su tén trong
nhitng con ngudi dang bi né HUY HOAI - nhitng con ngudi méc bénh do cdc
duwong dady tdi dién, do 6 nhiém tir 1o dot than dd va phdn trng bitic xa, nhitng
con nguoi mdt nha cira vi dong dat xudt hién do viéc khoan khai thdc dia
nhiét va ddp ddp chdn dong chdy tw nhién ctia cdc con séng, nhitng con
nguoi bi lira ddo boi nhitng cong ty kiéu Enron, danh sdch nay khéng bao gio
két thtic.

Chi c6 diéu, khdac voi nam 1931, t6i yéu cau ba dong toan bé ludi dién
Lién két Dong Bdc trong mét ngay. Bdt dau tir 6h30 toi nay.

Néu ba thuc hién diéu nay, moi nguoi sé thdy ho chdng can dung nhiéu
dién nhuv ho von van dung. Ho sé thdy thoi tham lam la thi? thuc day ho, la
thtt ma ba sung suwéng dugc tao diéu kién cho phdt trién thém. Vi cdi gi? Tat
nhién la vi LOT NHUAN.

Néu ba phdt lo toi lan nay, hdu qua sé 16n hon rdt, rat nhiéu mdy vu tai
nan It vdt xdy ra hbm qua va hém kia, sé rdat, rat nhiéu nguoi chét hon nira.

R. Galt

McDaniel néi, “Ngé ngan. S€é xdy ra 16n x0n, bao loan, cwdp béc trong
dan chung. Ngai thong doc va Tong thong van gitt quan diém citng ran.
Khong nhugng bo.”

“Anh dang thay ddy. N6 la mot birc email.”

“Han gtti cho ai?”

“Ca nhan Andi Jessen. Va chinh cong ty. Gui vao tai khoan email ctia b
phan an ninh.”

“Co thé truy ra dia chi gtti khong?”

“Khong. Han st dung mot proxy & chau Au... C6 vé hin sé tdn cong hang
loat.” McDaniel ngang nhin. “Washington da quyét liét tham gia vao. May vi
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thwong nghi si d6, may vi dang lam viéc v6i Tong thong vé nang lwong tai
tao, sé sém tdi day. Ho sé gap ong thi trwdng. Pho Giam déc Co quan Diéu
tra Lién bang ciling sé t6i. Gary Noble dang diéu phoi tat ca. Ching t6i tham
chi da tung thém mat vu va quan ra ngoai duwong. Giam doéc s& Canh sat New
York da huy dong mdot nghin canh sat nita.” Anh ta xoa xoa mat. “Lincoln,
ching t6i c6 nhan lyc va héa lyc, nhueng ching t6i can y kién gi do vé viéc
phai tim kiém vu tan cong tiép theo & dau. Anh c6 thong tin thé nao ro6i?
Chung t6i can cai gi do cu thé.”

McDaniel dang nhac nhd Rhyme rang anh ta da dé nha hinh sy hoc phu
trach vu an khi dwgc ddm bdo la tinh trang sitc khée ctia anh khong khién
cudc diéu tra bi cham chap.

Ttr 16i vao cho tdi 16i ra...

Rhyme da c6 cai anh muodn - do la cudc diéu tra. Tuy nhién, anh chwa phat
hién ra ga dan 6ng kia. Thyc té thi chinh cai tinh trang ma anh ddm bao v&i
McDaniel rang n6 sé khong thanh van dé da khién Sachs va Pulaski suyt mat
mang, cung ca chuc canh sat lyc lwgng Phan ¢ng nhanh.

Anh nhin chdam cham vao gwong mat min mang va anh mat loai an thit ctaa
vién mat vy, néi giong déu déu, “Nhitng gi toi co lic nay la nhitng ching c
m&i dé tiép tuc xem xét.”

McDaniel lwdng Iy roi phay tay khong ro y gi. “Pugc roi. Tiép tuc di.”

Rhyme da quay sang Cooper, hat dau vé phia chiéc may ghi am ky thuat
sO ghi am tiéng rén ri cia ‘nan nhan’. “Phan tich am thanh.”

DPeo gang tay, nguoi ky thuat vién cam chiéc may ghi am vao may tinh cta
anh ta va go ban phim. Lat sau, khi da doc nhitng dwong cong hinh sin trén
man hinh, anh ta néi, “Am lwgng va chat lwgng tin hiéu cho gia thiét 1a né
duwgc ghi am tir mot Chuong trinh ti vi. Truyén hinh cap.”

“Nhan hiéu may ghi am?”

“Sanoya. Trung Quoc.” Cooper gé may lénh, r6i nghién cttu mét co s& dir
liéu mGi. “Mua duwgc ¢ chitng mudi nghin ctra hiéu trén toan quoc. Khong c6
sO sé-ri.”

“Con gi nita khong?”

“Khong ddu van tay hay bat cit dau vét nao khac, trir taramasalata.”
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“Chiéc may phat dién?”

Cooper va Sachs xem xét n6 can than, trong lic Tucker McDaniel bon
chon goi dién thoai & goc phong. Chi€c may phat dién héa ra mang nhan hiéu
Power Plus, ctia Cong ty San xuat William-Jonas, c6 tru s6 & New Jersey.

“Chiéc mdy nay tir dau ra?” Rhyme hoi.

“Pé xem,” Sachs noi.

Hai cudc dién thoai - m6t dén van phong ban hang trong khu vurc cia cong
ty va mot dén tong thau ma cong ty gidi thiéu - cho ho biét n6 da bi an trém
t* mot cong trvong xay dung ¢ Manhattan. Theo canh sat khu vyc thi khong
c6 manh moi gi vé ké trdm. Cong truong xay dung khong c6 camera an ninh.

“Co6 mot so dau vét la lung.” Cooper thong bao. Anh ta cho chay qua may
sac ky khi/khoi pho kéu 1.

“Co cai nay...” Cooper khom lung viron vé phia man hinh. “Htm!”

Théi d6 nay thong thuwong sé kéo theo anh mat gay gat hoi “Thé nghia la
thé nao?” cia Rhyme. Nhuwng anh van con cam thay mét moi vi choang vang
sau con bénh. Anh kién nhan dgi ngudi ky thuat vién giai thich.

Cudi cung, “T6i khong nghi tredc day minh ting bat gap né. Mot lwgng
16n thach anh va amoni clorua. Ty lé la khoang muoi trén mot.”

Rhyme ngay 1ap titc biét cau tra 16i. “Chat lam sach dong.”

“Day dién dong?” Pulaski goi y. “Galt dang lam sach chiing chang?”

“Y kién hay day, cau tan binh. Nhung t6i khong chic chdn.” Rhyme khong
nghi thg dién von van lam cong viéc nay. Ngoai ra, anh giai thich, “Chu yéu
né dugc dung dé lam sach nhitng chi tiét bang dong trong cac tda nha. Gi
nita, Mel?”

“Mot it bui da khong hay bat gap & Manhattan. Chat liéu sanh st dung
trong kién tric.” Cooper lic bdy gid dang nhin vao thiu kinh hién vi. Anh ta
b6 sung thém, “Va mot it hat nhé tréng giong nhw cam thach trang.”

Rhyme thét 1én, “Bao loan canh sat nam nam bdy. Titc 1a nam mét nghin
tam tradm nam bay”

“Cai gi?” McDaniel hoi.

“Vai nam truéc. Vu Delgado ay?”

“0, phai.” Sachs ndi.
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Sellitto héi, “Chuing ta da 1am vu ay a?”

Cai nhan mat cia Rhyme truyén thong diép: Ai lam vu ay khong thanh
van dé. Khi nao ciing khong thanh van dé. Canh sat kham nghiém hién
treong - chét tiét, ding ra la moi canh sat phai biét vé tit ca cac vu an nghiém
trong trong thanh phd, hién tai va qua khi¢. Cang nap nhiéu thong tin vao dau,
cang c6 co hoi dé tao nén nhitng moi lién hé gitp gidi quyét mot vu an nhat
dinh.

Bai tdp vé nha...

Rhyme giai thich: Vai nam trudc, Sleven Delgado, mot bénh nhan tam
than phan liét hoang twdong, da 1én ké hoach giét ngudi hang loat dé bat chuwéc
nhitng cai chét trong vu Bao loan Canh sat Thanh ph6é New York nam 1857
day tai tiéng. Ké tam than chon ding dia diém xdy ra vu tan sat mgt tram nam
muoi nam trwedc: Cong vién Toa Thi chinh. Han bi bat ngay sau khi thuc hién
vu giét nguwoi thit nhat, vi Rhyme da lan theo dau vét han téi mot can ho &
khu B Tay Ha, noi dau vét han dé lai bao gom chat lam sach dong, bui sanh
tlr toa nha WoolWorth va bui cdm thach trang ti* toa an thanh pho, lic dé
dang dugc sira chita, cling giong nhw bay gio.

“Anh cho la han chuan bi tdn cong Toa Thi chinh a?” McDaniel hoi gap
gap, ong nghe dién thoai tudt khéi ban tay anh ta, buéng xuéng ling lang trén
sgi day.

“T6i cho la c6 mot moi lién hé. Toi chi cé thé n6i nhw thé. Ghi 1én bang di
va chiing ta sé suy nghi. Anh con tim thay gi & may phat dién?”

“T6c.” Cooper thong bdo, gio cao chiéc nhip 1én. “Mau vang, khodng hai
muoi ba centimet.” Anh ta dwa n6 vao kinh hién vi, tir ttt day 1én day xudng
khay mau. “Khong nhuom. Mau vang ty nhién. Chwa bi nhat mau, khong
kho. T6i cho la cia mot ngwdi dwdi nam muoi tudi. Cling c6 bién doéi khic xa
& mot dau. Toi c6 thé dwa qua mdy sac ky khi, nhung t6i chac dén chin muoi
phan tram dé la...”

“Keo xit toc.”

“Phai.”

“Co thé 1a toc phu nit. Con gi nita?”
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“Mot sgi toc nita. Mau nau. Ngan hon. Kiéu dau dinh. Cling dugi nam
muoi tudi.”

“Vay,” Rhyme néi, “khdng phai Galt. Cé thé ching ta da c6 maéi lién hé
vdi Cong ly cho Trai Bat. Hodc vai déi twgng nita. Tiép tuc di.”

Nhitng thong tin khac khong dang khich 1é 1am. “Chiéc dén pin c6 thé
mua dugc ¢ hang nghin ctra hiéu. Khong dau van tay, khong dau vét gi. Soi
day thudc loai thong thwong. Con sgi cap han dung dé budc cac canh cira? La
cap Bennington, ciing loai han von van dung. Bu 16ng thong thudng, twong tw
nhitng cai luc trude.”

Puwa mat nhin chiéc may phat dién, Rhyme y thitc dugc rang cac suy nghi
cta anh dang xoay mong mong. M4t phan vi con bénh anh vira trdi qua.
Nhwng mot phan vi chinh vu an. C6 cai gi d6 nham lan. Nhitng manh ghép
cta tro ghép hinh bj that lac.

Cau tra 10i at phai nam trong ddam chitng c®. Va ciing quan trong y nhw
thé: l1a cai dang khong nam trong dam ching c&. Rhyme lwét nhin nhitng tdm
bang trang, c6 gang gilt sw diém tinh. Khong phai dé dé phong mot con tang
phan xa nita, nhw ménh 1énh ctia bac si. Ma vi chang cé gi khién ngudi ta mu
quang nhanh hon noi sot ruot.

HO SO TOI PHAM

- Bugc xac dinh danh tinh 1a Raymond Galt, 40 tudi, doc than, song &
quan Manhattan, s6 227 pho Suffolk.

- Lién quan dén khung b6? Cé quan hé v6i Cong ly cho Trai dat? Nhom
khting b6? Ca nhan mang tén Rahman dinh liu vao? Cé nhitng tin hiéu
ma hoa vé cac khoan tién chi trd, cdc dong thai nhan sy va th gi dé
‘16n’.

- Sy vi pham an ninh tai tram dién ctia Algonquin & Philadelphia c6 thé
co lién quan.

- Thong tin t* SIGINT: t* ngl* ma héa am chi vii khi, ‘gidy va céac
nguyén vat liéu’ (sung, thudc no?).

- Nhitng ngwdi dinh liu téi bao gom mot phu nit, mot nam gidi.

- Chua xac dinh duoc su dinh liu cua Galt.
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- Bénh nhan ung thu; trit nhiéu vinblastine va prednisone, c6 dau vét cta
etoposide. Mau trang.
- Galt c6 vii khi 1a Colt45 li 1911.
- Cdi trang thanh nhan vién lao cong trong bd quan yém mau nau. Ciing
O ca chi tiét mau xanh 1a cay sam nita?
- Peo gang tay da mau nau vang.
HIEN TRUONG VU AN:
TRAM MANHATTAN-10
CONG TY ALGONQUIN
PHO NAM MUOI BAY MAN TAY
- Nan nhan (da t& vong): Luis Martin, phé quan ly ctra hang san pham
am nhac.
- Khong c6 dau van tay trén bat ctt bé mdt nao.
- Ménh kim loai néng chdy, hdu qua cua cung hé quang.
- Soi cap cd 0 bén bang day nhém cé boc 16p cach dién.
- Nha mdy san xuat linh kién dién Bennington, AM-MV-60, chiu dwoc
dong dién lén t&i 60.00UV.
- Cat tay, bang cwa kim loai, lwdi mdi, gdy mat mot rang.
- Hai “bu 16ng c6 chot ham,” dwong kinh trong long 1,9cm.
- Khong thé truy nguyén.
- D4u vét riéng biét ctia dung cu dé lai trén bu l16ng.
- Loi dan dién dong thau, ddu vdi sgi cap bang hai bu 16ng dwong kinh
0,6cm.
- Tat ca déu khong thé truy nguyén.
- D4u giay cao co.
- San pham caa Albertson-Fenwick Model E-20 danh cho tho dién, c&
11.
- Lwéi kim loai duwgc cat ra dé chui vao tram dién, c6 dau vét riéng biét
ctia dung cu la kéo cat bu 16ng.
- Canh ctra va khung ctra dugi tang ham.
- Lay duwgc ADN. ba gtri xét nghiém.
- b6 an Hy Lap, taramasalata.
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- Téc vang, dai 2,5cm, tw nhién, ctia nguwoi tir 50 tudi tré xudng, dugc
phat hién & tiém ca phé bén kia ph6 doéi dién tram dién.

- ba gwri phan tich doc to - hda chat

- D4u vét khoang chat tro nui Ira.

- Khong tim thay trong ty nhién khu viec New York.

- Tt trién 1am, bédo tang, trudng dao tao vé dia chat chang?

- Phan mém Trung tam Diéu khién Algonquin bi truy cap bang mat khau
noi bo, khong phai bai hacker bén ngoai.

THU YEU SACH

- Bbugc dwa téi nha cho Andi Jessen.
- Khong c6 nhan ching.
- Viét tay.
- Ba gwi cho Parker Kincaid dé phan tich.
- Nguon gidy va muc khong dac thu.
- Khong thé truy nguyén.
- Khong cé diu van tay cua ai khac ngoai A. Jessen, ngudi gac cira,
nhan vién van thu.
- Khong cé diu vét ro rang nao lwu lai trén gidy.
HIEN TRUONG VU AN:
KHACH SAN CONG VIEN BATTERY
VA KHU VUC LAN CAN
- Cac nan nhan (da t vong):
+ Linda Kepler, thanh phé Oklahoma, khach du lich.
+ Morris Kepler, thanh phé Oklahoma, khach du lich.
+ Samuel Vetter, Scottsdale, doanh nhan.
+ Ali Mamoud, thanh phé New York, phuc vu ban.
+ Gerhart Schiller, Frankfurt, Germany, giam doc quang céo.
- bién dugc dong bang thiét bi diéu khién tir xa.
- Cac bo phan khong thé truy nguyén.
- Cap Bennington va bu 16ng c6 chot ham, hoan toan giong & vu tan
cong thir nhat
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- bong phuc Algonquin cua Galt, mii bao ho va tii dung dung cu chi c6
dau van tay ctia han, khéng c6 dau van tay cua ai khac.

- Co 1€ tao ddu vét phu hgp véi dau vét dé lai trén bu 1ong & hién truong
thit nhat.

- Gifia du6i chudt bam bui thuy tinh c6 thé lién hé vdi chiéc chai dugc
tim thdy & hién truong tram dién khu Hariem.

- Co6 kha nang hanh dong mot minh.

- D4u vét tir cong nhan cia Algonquin, Joey Barzan, nan nhan bi Galt
tan cong.

- Nhién liéu thay thé st dung cho may bay phan Iuc.

- Dy dinh tan c6ng can ct quan su?

HIEN TRUONG VU AN:
CAN HO CUA GALT,
1227 PHO SUFFOLK,

KHU BO BONG HA

- Bt Bic SoftFeel ngoi nho, muc mau xanh lam, giéng muc dugc st
dung trong thu yéu sach.

- Gidy dung cho may in loai thong thwdng mau trang, kho A4, giong véi
thu yéu sach.

- Phong bi loai thong thwong cd 10, giong vGi phong bi dung thu yéu
sach.

- Kéo cat bu 16ng, cwa kim loai c6 dau vét phu hop véi dau vét deé lai tai
hién treong thi nhat.

- Cac trang in ra tr may tinh:

+ Cac nghién cttu y khoa vé chitng ung thw va méi lién quan t6i duong
dién cao thé.
+ Cac bai viét ctia Galt dang trén blog, cing mot ndi dung nhuw trén.

- Giay cao c6 nhan hiéu Albertson-Fenwick Model E-20 danh cho c6ng
nhan dién luc, c& 11, ranh dé phu hgp véi dau vét dé lai tai hién treong
th nhat.

- Thém dau vét cta nhién liéu thay thé dung cho may bay phan Iyc.

- Dy dinh tan c6ng can cit quan su?
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- Khong phat hién dwgc manh moi rd rang nao vé noi han cé thé dang an

nau hay nhitng dia diém tan cong tiép theo.

HIEN TRUONG VU AN:
TRAM MH-7 CUA ALGONQUIN
PHO 119 MAN PONG, KHU HARLEM

- Chai chdy: vo6 chai rgu vang 750ml, khong thé xac dinh nguén goc.
- Xang BP dugc st dung lam chat xtc tac.
- Nhitng dai vai béng, c6 1€ tir mot chiéc do phong mau trang, duwgc st

dung lam tim day, khong thé xac dinh nguon goc.

THU YEU SACH THU HAI

- Bugc dwa cho Bernard Wahl, giam doc an ninh Algonquin.
- ba tan cong.
- Khong c6 tiép xtc co thé, nén khong cé dau vét.
- Khong c6 manh méi gi vé dia diém an nau hay khu viee tan cong tiép
theo.
- Gidy va myc giéng vai loai tim thdy trong can ho cua Galt
- Giay c6 dau vét caa nhién liéu thay thé dung cho may bay phan Iyc.
- Binh tdn cong can c quan sy?
HIEN TRUONG VU AN:
TOA VAN PHONG 235
MAN TAY PHO NAM MUOI TU
- Cac nan nhan (da t vong):
+ Larry Fishbein, thanh phé New York, nhan vién ké toan.
+ Robert Bodine, thanh pho New York, luat su.
+ Franklin Tucker, Paramus, New Jersey, nhan vién ban hang.
- Mot ddu van tay cia Raymond Galt.
- Cap Bennington va bu 16ng c6 chot ham, ctng loai & cac hién truong
khac.
- Hai thiét bi chuyén mach tw ché.
+ MGt dé cat dién cap cho thang may.
+ Mot dé hoan thanh mach dién va lam buéng thang may nhiém dién.
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- Bu long va day dién nhé hon n6i bang diéu khién véi thang may,
khong thé truy nguyén.
- Giay cac nan nhan ngdm nuéc.
- D4u vét:
+ Thdo mdc Trung Qudc, sam va ky tu.
+ DAy toc (c6 ké hoach st dung thiét bi hen gio thay cho thiét bi diéu
khién tir xa trong cac vu tdn cong sap t6i?)
+ Sgi vai bong bén chac mau xanh 14 cay sam.
- Chita dyng ddu vét ctia nhién liéu thay thé dung cho may bay phan lurc.
- Dy dinh tan c6ng can c¥ quan su?
+ Sgi vai bong bén chac mau nau.
- Chita dung ddu vét cua nhién liéu diesel.
- Chita dung dau vét cua thao mbe Trung Quoc.
HIEN TRUONG VU AN:
NGOI TRUONG BO HOANG, CHINATOWN
- Cap Bennington, giong hét loai dwgc dung & cac hién treong khac.
- May phat dién, Power Plus ctia Cong ty San xudt Williams-Jonas, an
trom tu cong truvong xay dung ¢ Manhattan.
- May ghi am k¥ thuat s6, nhan hiéu Sanoya, ghi am mot doan ti
Chuwong trinh ti vi. Truyén hinh cép.
- Thém dau vét taramasalata.
- PBen pin Brite-Beam.
- Khong thé truy nguyén.
- Sgi day dai 183cm treo dén pin.
- Khong thé truy nguyén.
- Dau vét, lién quan tdi khu vie xung quanh Toa Thi chinh:
+ Thach anh va chét lam sach déng amonl clorua.
+ Bui sanh, twong tw & cac kién tric mat tién trong khu vic.
+ Bui cam thach trang.
- T6c, dai 23cm, mau vang, xit keo, ctia ngwdi dudi 50 tudi, co thé 1a
phu ni.
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- Téc, dai 0,9cm, mau nau, ctia nguwdi dudi 50 tudi.
THU YEU SACH THU BA

- GUi qua email.

- Khéng thé truy nguyén, stt dung mot proxy ¢ chau Au.

Nhung hoa ra Rhyme da sai.

Puing nhu anh van cam thay, chitng cit - kém theo tit ca cac khia canh
khac trong vu an nay - hoan toan chuwa day du. Nhung anh da sai & cho chia
khoa dé lam sang to diéu bi an sé khong dugc tim thay trén nhitng tdm bang
xung quanh anh. Ma né dang ao vao phong thi nghiém ngay lic bay gio,
cung vGi Thom, trong b6 dang mot ngwoi dan 6ng cao 1éu déu, mo hoi mo ké,
da den, mac bd quan 4o mau xanh 14 cay tuwoi roi roi.

L4y lai hoi thd, Fred Dellray gat dau chao nhanh tat cd moi ngudi trong
phong, r6i phét 16 ho khi sai budc téi trude Rhyme. “T6i can dua ra gia thiét
nay, Lincoln. Va anh sé noi toi nghe xem no co6 hgp ly khong.”

“Fred.” McDaniel bat dau. “Cai quai quy gi...”

“Lincoln?” Dellray nhac lai.

“Tat nhién roi, Fred. Noi di.”

“Anh nghi thé nao vé gia thiét Ray Galt khong phai con ngudi that. Anh ta
da chét, theo t6i thi chét hai ngay nay réi. Mot ké khac dan dyng toan bo su
viéc nay. Ngay tr dau.”

Rhyme im lang gidy lat - tinh trang mat phwong huwéng do anh hwéng cta
con bénh lam cham qua trinh phan tich y twdng Dellray virta dwa ra. Nhung
cudi cling, anh mim mot nu cudi yéu 6t va néi, “Tdi nghi thé ndo u? Y twéng
cue ky xuat sac. Thé day.”
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Chuong 69

Tuy nhién, phan ng ctia Tucker McDaniel 1a, “Ngé ngan. Toan bo cudc diéu
tra da dua vao Galt.”

Sellitto phdt 10 anh ta. “Fred, gia thiét ctia anh 1a gi? T6i mudn nghe.”

“Chi diém cna t6i, mot ga tén la William Brent. Ga da bam theo m6t manh
moi. Ga bam theo mét ké co lién hé vai, hodc c6 thé ditng dang sau, cac vu
tan cong lwgi dién. Nhung roi ga bién di dau mat. Toi phat hién ra 1a Brent
quan tam dén mot ké méi téi thanh pho nay, sé hitu mot khau Colt 45 li va lai
chiéc xe tdi mau trang. Gan day, han da bat c6c va thua tiéu mot ngwoi. Han &
tai mot dia chi khu B BDong Ha hai ngay qua. T6i da phat hién ra cho d6. N6
hoa ra la mot hién trwong vu an.”

“Hien treong vu an a?” Rhyme hoi.

“Tat nhién roi. N6 la can ho cta Ray Galt.”

Sachs noi, “Nhung Galt khong phédi méi t6i thanh phé nay. T khi truéng
thanh, anh ta da song ¢ day.”

“Chiiiinh xac.”

“Vay ga Brent nay c6 thong tin gi dé khai bao?” McDaniel hoai nghi.

“0, ga chang khai bao véi ai dugc ditu gi. Vi hdm qua ga da bi xe ctia mot
canh sat tuan tra S6 Canh sat New York can phéi & con hém phia sau can ho
cta Galt. Ga dang trong bénh vién, van con dang hon mé.”

“Troi 0i.” Ron Pulaski thi thao. “Bénh vién Thanh Vincent a?”

“Phai.”

Pulaski néi giong yéu 6t, “Dé la t6i da can phai ga.”

“Cau a?” Dellray cao giong hoi.
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Chang canh sat néi, “Nhung, khong, khong thé. Nguwoi toi trot can phai?
Tén nguoi nay la Stanley Palmer cg.”

“Pung, dung... bung ga. Palmer la mot trong nhitng vai binh phong cuta
Brent.”

“Anh muén néi dng ta khdng c6 1énh truy na a? Ong ta khong & ti vi muu
sat va hanh hung gay thwong tich tram trong a?”

Dellray lac dau. “Tai liéu budc tdi dé la gia thoi, Ron. Ching t6i dwa né
vao hé thong dé bat ct ai kiém tra sé thdy ga c6 s6 c6 ma. Toi nang nhat
chuing t6i budc cho ga la toi am mwu pham t6i, roi t6i bién ga trd thanh nguoi
ctia canh sat. Brent la mot ga dang tin cdy. Ga lam cong viéc chi diém hau
nhuw la vi tién. M6t trong nhitng ga chi diém xuat sac nhat.”

“Nhung ong ta dang lam gi vGi dong thyc pham dé? Trong con hém?”

“Mot k¥ thuat cai trang rat nhiéu ngwoi ching t6i st dung. Cau day mot
chiéc xe chét day thuc pham va cac tii mua hang, trong sé d& kha nghi hon.
Xe noi la Iva chon t6t nhat. V&i mot con buip bé bén trong, tat nhién.”

“Oi.” Pulaski 1am bam. “Téi... Oi.”

Nhung Rhyme khong thé quan tdm dén trang thai tinh than nhan vién cta
minh. Dellray vita néu lén mot gia thiét dang tin cdy giai thich cho nhitng
mau thuan ma Rhyme von van cam nhan dugc su6t qua trinh x ly vu an.

Anh da tim kiém mot con so6i, trong khi dang 1é phai san lung mot con cdo.

Nhung c6 thé khong? Mot ké khac ditng dang sau cac vu tan cong va Galt
chi 1a tdm binh phong?

McDaniel trong day ngd vuc. “Nhung c6 cac nhan ching...”

Po6i mat mau ndu nhin cham cham vao cdp mat mau xanh lo ctia sép minh,
Dellray ndi, “Ho c6 dang tin cay khong?”

“Y anh 1a gi, Fred?” N&i buc bdi lic bdy gid xuét hién, trong giong néi
cua vien Pho Trwong van phong bong muot.

“Hay ho la nhitng nguwoi tin twéng rang do la Galt vi ching ta néi vGi giGi
truyén thong nhw thé? Va roi gidi truyén thong lai néi véi tat ca?”

Rhyme b6 sung thém, “Anh deo kinh bado ho, anh doi mii bdo ho, mac
dong phuc ctia cong ty... Néu anh cling cung da trang, cung dang véc, va anh
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deo phu hiéu gia in anh ctia chinh anh nhung tén Galt... chac chan, anh c6
thé ltra dwgc ho.”

Sachs cling dang xem xét nhitng chitng ctt. “Ngudi thg dat duong day
trong duong ham, Joey Barzan, n6i rang anh ta xac dinh dwgc han nho tdm
phu hiéu. Anh ta chwa bao gid gap Galt. Va dwéi dé thyc sy t6i.”

“Con vién giam doc an ninh, Bemie Wahl.” Rhyme b6 sung thém. “Anh ta
khong hé trong thdy han khi han dwa cho anh ta thw yéu sach thit hai. Thu
pham khong ché anh ta tir dang sau.”

Rhyme néi, “Galt 1a ngudi han da bat coéc roi sat hai. Bung nhw chi diém
cua anh kham pha ra.”

“Pung vay.” Dellray noi.

“Nhung chitng ¢t dau?” McDaniel van chwa chiu.

Rhyme dam dam nhin tdm bang, lac dau. “Me kiép. Sao t6i lai c6 thé bo
qua no?”

“Gl co, Rhyme?”

“D6i giay cao cd trong can hd cta Galt? Doi giay hiéu Albertson
Fenwick.”

“Nhung chung phu hgp ma.” Pulaski noi.

“Tat nhién la ching phu hgp. Nhung van dé khong phdi ¢ ddy, cau tan
binh. D6i giay xuat hién trong can hd ctia Galt. Néu chiing la cua anh ta,
ching da khong & day, anh ta da dang di chiing r6i! Nhan vién dién lwc khong
dong thoi co6 hai doi giay méi. Ching dat va nhan vién thvong phai ty mua...
Khong, thu pham thuc sy biét loai giay Galt di va han mua mot doi nita.
Ciing twong tu doi vdi chiéc kéo cat bu 16ng va chiéc cwa kim loai. Thi pham
thue sy dé ching lai trong can ho cta Galt dé ching ta tim thay. Cac chitng
ctt khac am chi Galt, nhw sgi toc @ tiém ca phé doi dién tram dién pho Nam
muoi bay? Chung ciing dugce dan dyng.”

“Hay xem bai dang trén blog.” Rhyme ti€p tuc, hat dau chi tap tai liéu
Pulaski da danh vat 16i ra tr may in cua Galt.

Cdu chuyén cua toi la dién hinh cho nhiéu nguoi. T6i titng lam tho ddt dwong
day, roi lam nhan vién khdc phuc sv c6 (kiéu nhw nhdn vién gidm sdt) trong
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nhiéu ndm, tai vai céng ty dién luc, lam viéc véi nhitng duong day chuyén
cho dong dién hon mét tradm nghin volt. Toi chdc chdn dién tw trvong do
nhitng duwong ddy truyén tdi dé tran san sinh ra dd dan dén cdn bénh mdu
trdng ctia minh. Bén canh do, nguoi ta ciing chitng minh duwgc rdng nhirng
duong day dién véon van hut hat aerosol - tdc nhdn dan dén chirng ung thu
phéi va mét s6é chitng ung thw khdc, nhung gidi truyén thong cir ngo lo viéc
nay di.

Chting ta can lam cho cdc cong ty dién lyc ma quan trong hon la lam cho
cong chung y thirc dugc moi nguy hiém. Vi cdc cong ty dién lvc sé chdng tu
nguyén thay doéi vi, tai sao ho phdi tw nguyén thay déi? Néu coéng chiing
ngung st dung dién, tham chi chi nita mirc hién tai thoi, chiing ta cé thé citu
séng hang nghin nguoi méi ndm va khién ho (cdc cong ty dién lyc) phdi c6
trdch nhiém hon. Ho sé xdy dung cdc cdch tdi dién an toan hon. BDong thoi
khéng tiép tuc huy hoai Trdi dat nira.

H&'i cong chuing, chinh cdc ban, chi? chdng phdi ai khdc, can tw gidi quyét
ldy van de!

Raymond Galt

“Bay gio, hay xem hai doan dau tién trong thw yéu sach thit nhat.”

Khodng 11h30 sdng hém qua, da xdy ra mét vu ho quang dién tai tram
MH-10 trén ph6 Nam muoi bdy man Tdy, qudn Manhattan. Nguyén nhdn la
mot sgi cdp Bennington va 16i dan dién dugc dau voi duwong ddy chinh bdng
hai bu 16ng c6 chét hdm. Vi bon tram khdc bi ddnh sap, song song do dinh
murc aptomat bi ndng lén, dién dp qud tdi xdp xi hai trdm nghin volt gay ra
tia Itra dién.

Vu viéc nay hoan toan la 16i ctia ba, xudt phdt tir long tham lam va thoi
ich ky cta ba. Nhirng tinh xdu ddc trung trong nganh sdn xudt dién va ddng
bi quo trach. Enron dd huy hogi sinh mang tdai chinh cua moi nguoi, con
cong ty cua ba da htty hogi cad tudi tho tu nhién cta chting téi lan tudi tho ctia
Trdi dat. Bang cdch khai thdc dién bdt chdp hdu qud, ba dang hity hogi thé
gidi cua chung t6i, ba Gm thdm xadm nhdp vao cudc song cua chiing toi twa
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nhw con virus, cho téi liic chiing t6i phdi phu thuéc vao thit dang giét chét
chinh minh.

“Sy khac biéet la gi?” Rhyme hoi.

Sachs nhun vai.

Pulaski chi ra, “Bai dang trén blog khong c6 16i chinh ta.”

“Pung, cau tan binh, nhung d6 chwa phdi van dé t6i mudn noi. Ché do soat
16i chinh ta ctia mdy tinh han da phat hién ra tat ca cac 16i chinh ta & bai dang
trén blog va stra di r6i. T6i mudn noi tdi su Iva chon ti ngit.”

Sachs gat dau lia lia. “Chac chan thé. Ngon ngit & bai dang trén blog gidn
di hon.”

“Chinh xac. Bai dang trén blog do ban than Galt viét. Cac bic thw la do
anh ta chép, ching dwgc viét tay, nhwng chiing do thu pham thuc sy doc cho
anh ta chép. Han bat coc Galt va ép anh ta chép lai 10i ctia han. Thu pham str
dung cach dién dat cia minh, cach dién dat Galt khong quen nén da c6 lic sai
sot... Trong bitc thw thit hai cling xuat hién 16i chinh ta. Trong birc thw cudi
cung, khong xuat hién 16i chinh ta vi thu pham ty soan bang email.”

Sellitto di tGi di lui, san nha kéu ken két. “Nh¢ Parker Kincaid noi gi
khong? Vé nhan vat cam bt ctia ching ta ay? Rang bitc thw dugc viét bai
mot nguwoi dang xic dong, cang thang. Anh ta lic dy dang bi de doa, bi bat ép
chép birc thw. Diéu do sé khién bat cit ai cling cang thang. Han con budc Galt
sO vao cac thiét bi chuyén mach va mii bao ho, dé cho cac vat nay lwu dau
van tay anh ta.”

Rhyme gat dau. “Thuc sy, to6i chac chan nhitng bai dang trén blog la that.
Me kiép, ching c6 1€ la nguyén nhan khién han chon Galt ngay tit dau. Han
da doc dugc noi tie t6i cua Galt doi véi nganh dién.”

L4t sau, anh mat Rhyme dat vao chinh nhitng vat chitng: nhitng sgi cép,
cac dai 6c va bu long.

Va chiéc may phat dién. Anh dam dam nhin né mét lat.

ROi Rhyme goi phan mém soan thdo van ban md ra trén man hinh va bat
dau go. Co va thai dwong anh phap phong - tuy nhién, lan nay khong phai la
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ddu hiéu cia mot con tang phan xa dang t6i, ma la dau hiéu cho thay tri tim
anh dang dap dit d6i vi phan chan.

Noi khat khao sdn dudi

Nhirng con cdo, khong phai nhirng con soi...

“Cha.” McDaniel lam bam, phét 16 mot cudc goi dén. “Néu dung nhu thé,
toi khong nghi la ding nhw thé, nhwng néu ding nhu thé, ké quai nao & dang
sau vu nay?”

Cham chap g6 phim, nha hinh sy hoc tiép tuc, “Hay nghi vé cac su viéc.
Chung ta sé bo qua tat ca nhitng chitng ¢ am chi Galt m6t cach cu thé. Hién
tai, hdy gia thiét rang ching dwoc cha y dan dung. Vay, soi toc ngan mau
vang khong tinh nita, cac do nghé khong tinh nita, doi giay cao c6 khong tinh
nita, bd dong phuc, tdi dyng dung cu, mii bdo hd, dau van tay. Tat ca nhitng
cai dy déu khong tinh nita.”

“Puogc, thé thi ching ta c6 gi? Ching ta c6 mdi lién hé v6i mdt khu vuc
thudc Queens, mon taramasalata. Han da c6 gang pha hiay canh ctta duong
ham dat 6ng ky thuat ma ching ta phat hién dugc, nén chiing ta biét chitng ct
do la that. Chang ta c6 khau stng ngan. Vay thu pham dich thuc c6 vii khi.
Ching ta c6 méi lién hé vé mat dia 1y véi khu viee Toa Thi chinh, 1a cac dau
vét tim thay trén may phat dién. Ching ta c6 téc, sgi dai mau vang va sgi
ngan mau nau. Chitng c nay ggi y hai thu pham. Mot ditt khoat 1a dan 6ng,
ké bo tri cac vu tan cong. Ké kia chwa xac dinh, nhung c6 1€ 1a phu nit. Ching
ta biét dugc diéu gi nita?”

“Han tr noi khac dén.” Deilray néu lén.

Pulaski néi, “Cé kién thitc vé ho quang dién va biét cach giang bay.”

“T6t.” Rhyme ndi.

Sellitto tiép 10i. “Mot trong hai ké tiép can dwgc véi trang thiét bi cua
Algonquin.”

“Co thé, tuy nhién bon ching cting c6 thé st dung Galt.”

Céan phong chi c6 tiéng i1 va lach cach ctia cac may méc phuc vu kham
nghiém, trong tii mot ngwdi nao d6 nhitng dong xu kéu leng keng.

“Mot dan ong va mot dan ba.” McDaniel noi. “Pung nhitng gi chiung toi
biét dwgc tir C va T. Cong ly cho Trai dat.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Rhyme thd hat ra. “Tucker, t6i c6 thé tra gia néu ching ta c6 chit chitng
cl¥ nao vé cai nhom do. Nhung ching ta khong c6. Khong cé 1dy mot sgi vai,
mot dau van tay, mot mau dau vét.”

“N6 hoan toan & trén mién dam may.”

“Nhwng,” nha hinh sy hoc gat, “néu bon ching ton tai, bon chiing sé hién
dién. O dau d6. Toi khong c6 bat c bing chitng nao vé viéc nay.”

“Thoi, thé theo anh chuyén gi dang dién ra?”

Rhyme mim cuoi.

Gan nhu cung ldc ay, Sachs lac dau. “Anh khong nghi n6 c6 thé ch,
Rhyme?”

“Em biét anh hay n6i ddy: Khi em da loai trtv moi kha nang khac, kha
nang con lai, du n6 xem ra ky di dén thé nao, tat phdi la cau tra 16i.”

“To6i khong hiéu, Lincoln.” Pulaski n6i. Nét mat McDaniel cling thé hién
diéu ndy. “Y sép sao?”

“Cha, cau tan binh, cau c6 1€ muon tw dat ra cho ban than vai cau hoi: Th
nhat, toc ciia Andi Jessen c6 mau vang, cé do dai twong ty sgi toc cau tim
thdy khong? Thit hai, chi ta cé6 ngwdi em trai trwdc day phuc vu trong quan
do6i, séng & noi khac, c6 thé s& hitu nhitng vii khi kiéu nhv mot khau Colt
quan dung 45 1i 1911 khong? Va, thit ba, Andi c6 lic nao t&i Toa Thi chinh
trong vong vai ngay vira qua dé, o, ti du nhu 1a hop bao?”
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Chuong 70

“Andi Jessen?”

Vra tiép tuc gd may tinh, Rhyme vira trd 16i Mc Daniel, “Va em trai chij ta
dang lam chan chay. Randall. Han 1a ké thyc t€ da bo tri cac vu tan cong.
Nhung bon ho phéi hgp véi nhau. D6 1a 1y do cia sy trao doi dau vét. Chi ta
da ho trg han chuyén may phat dién tr chiéc xe van vao phia sau ngéi truong
0 Chinatown.”

Sachs khoanh tay suy nghi vé diéu nay. “Hay nhd, Charlie Sommers béo
rang trong quan doi, ngudi ta dwgc day cho kién thitc vé ho quang dién.
Randall han da dwgc day cho nhitng gi can biét.”

Cooper néi, “Hai sgi vai ching ta tim thdy trén xe lan ctia Susan dy? Theo
co s@ dir liéu thi ching c6 thé s6 ra tit mot bo quan phuc.”

Rhyme hat dau chi bang ching ct. “Co6 bao cdo vé viéc tram dién cua
cong ty @ Philadelphia bi dot nhap. Chung ta da nghe ti vi duva tin la Randall
Jessen song & Pennsylvania .”

“Pung thé.” Sachs khang dinh.

“Han c6 toc t6i mau a?” Pulaski héi.

“Phai. U, thud nhé hin co toc t6i mau, theo nhu nhitng bitc anh trén ban
lam viéc ctia Andi. Va Andi da n6i ngoai lé rang han khong séng ¢ day. Con
nita. Chi ta bao toi la chi ta khong c6 xuat phat diém tir mang ky thuat. Chi ta
thira hwdng nang khiéu caa cha, di theo mang kinh doanh trong linh viec nang
lvgng. Nhung moi ngwdi nhé cau chuyén trén truyén hinh vé chi ta chit? Phat
trwdc cude hop bao ay?”

Cooper gat dau. “Chij ta la thg dat dwong day mot thoi gian, réi chuyén
sang quan ly va ké tuc cha.” Anh ta chi vao ho so tha pham trén tdim bang
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trang. “Chi ta da n6i doi.”

Sachs n6i, “Mén an Hy Lap kia, c6 thé 1a tir chinh ban than Andi. Hoac cé
thé chi ta gdp go em trai tai tiém an gan cong ty.”

Nhin vao van ban dang go, Rhyme cau may nghi nggi mot diéu gi do. “Va
tai sao Bemie Wahl van song nhi?”

“Giam doéc an ninh & Algonquin ay a?” Sellitto tram ngam. “Me kiép, t6i
chwa bao gid suy nghi vé viéc nay. T4t nhién sé dé hiéu néu Galt, a, tha pham
giét anh ta.”

“Randall da co thé trao thw yéu sach thit hai bang hang chuc cach khac.
Van dé la cach ay khién Wahl tin twéng rang day la Galt. Anh ta tuyét nhién
khong trong thay mat tha pham.”

Deilray xen vao, “Thdo nao chua ai phat hién ra Galt thuc sy, tham chi khi
moi ngwoi da xem bao nhiéu anh trén Internet va ti vi. Vi thu pham la mot ké
khon nan hoan toan khac.”

McDaniel lic bay gio trong da bét hoai nghi. “Vay Randall Jessen dang &
dau?”

“Tét ca nhitng gi ching ta biét chi 1a han dang lén mot ké hoach 16n cho
sdu rudi toi nay.”

Pwra mat nhin nhitng chitng c hién tai, Rhyme dam chim trong suy nghi
h6i 1au, ro6i anh tiép tuc go may tinh - dé la danh sach nhitng buwéc hanh dong
tiép theo ké tr ltic nay, titng con chit dugc go xuéng cham chap.

ROi anh mat hoai nghi cua vién Pho Trudng van phong quay lai. “T6i xin
16i, hdy dirng & day mot chuat. Toi c6 thé hiéu chuyén anh dang néi, nhung
dong co cua chi ta la gi? Chi ta dang lam loan cong ty cua chinh minh. Chi ta
dang giét nguwoi. Viéc dy khong thé hiéu dugc.”

Rhyme stta mot 16i danh may;, roi tiép tuc.

Cach, cach...

Sau day, anh ngang nhin, khé khang noéi, “Céc nan nhan day.”

“Cai gi?”

Rhyme gidi thich, “Néu thu pham chi dang ra tuyén b6, nhw bé ngoai no
c6 vé thé, han da co thé st dung thiét bi hen gid, chit khong liéu linh & gan.
Chung ta biét han da cé thé lam diéu do, chung ta ciing tim thay dwoc day toc
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tai mot trong sO cac hién truong. Nhung han da khong lam. Han st dung thiét
bi diéu khién tir xa va han ¢ gan khi nan nhan chét. Tai sao?”

Sellitto bat cudi gan. “Me kiép, Linc. Andi va em trai chi ta dang deo bam
mot nguwdi cu thé nao d6. Chang qua la chi ta dang lam cho sy viéc trong c6
vé nhu, cac vi biét day, ngau nhién. N6 la nguyén nhan khién cac vu tan cong
xdy ra sém hon thoi han an dinh.”

“Chinh x4ac!... Cau tan binh, dwa mdy tam bang trang t&i day. Nao!”

Pulaski thyc hién ménh lénh.

“Cac nan nhan. Hay nhin vao cac nan nhan.”

Luis Martin, phé quan ly ctra hang sdn pham am nhac.

Linda Kepler, thanh phé Oklahoma, khéch du lich.

Morris Kepler, thanh ph6é Oklahoma, khach du lich.

Samuel Vetter, Scottsdale, doanh nhan.

Ali Mamoud, thanh phé New York, phuc vu ban.

Gerhart Schiller, Frankfurt, Germany, giam doc quang cdo.

Larry Fishbein, thanh ph6 New York, nhan vién ké toan.

Robert Bodine, thanh phd New York, luat su.

Franklin Tucker, Paramus, New Jersey, nhan vién ban hang.

“Chung ta c6 biét gi vé nhitng ngudi bi thwong khong?”

Sachs noi c6 khong biét.

“Cha, mot trong s6 ho cling ¢6 thé 1a muc tiéu sat hai. Ching ta phai diéu
tra. Nhuwng, it nhat, ching ta biét gi vé ho, nhitng nguoi da ti vong?” Rhyme
héi, dam dam nhin cac céi tén. “Cé ly do nao khién Andi mu6n ai trong s6 ho
phai chét?”

“Vo chong nha Kepler la khach du lich dén day theo mot tua du lich tron
g0i,” Sachs noi. “Nghi hvu dd muwoi nam, Vetter 1a nhan chitng. D6 cé thé 1a
1y do dé bon ho giét 6ng ta.”

“Khong, viéc nay da dugc 1én ké hoach tir cd thang truéec. @ng ta hoat
dong trong nganh gi?”

Sachs lat cuon so6 ghi chép. “Chu tich Bé tong mién Tay Nam.”

“Tra xem, Mel.”
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Mot phut sau, Mel néi, “Cha, nghe nay. Tru sG & Scottsdale. Hoat dong
trong linh vic xay dung pho théng, chuyén cac dy an co sé ha tang. Theo
thong tin trén Website, Vetter dang dy mot hoi thdo vé nguon kinh phi cho
nang lugng thay thé tai khach san Cong vién Battery.” Anh ta ngang nhin.
“Gan day, ho tham gia vao viéc xay dung nén dé dat cac tdim quang dién.”

“Ning lwong mit trdi.” Anh mit Rhyme tiép tuc xem xét cc chitng ctf.
Anh hoi, “Con nan nhan trong toa van phong? Sachs, hay goi cho Susan
Stringer xem c0 ta cé biét gi vé ho khong.”

Sachs it dién thoai ra va goi cho ngudi phu nit. Khi két thiic cudc trao
doi, co noi, “Chi ta khéng biét ngudi luat s va ngwoi dan 6ng vao thang may
¢ tang sau. Nhung Larry Fishbein la mdt nhan vién ké toan chi ta biét chut it.
Chi ta nghe 16m duwgc anh nay than thé cé diéu bat binh thwong trong giady to
sO sach ctia cong ty anh nay vira lam kiém toan xong. Tién bién di dau mat.
Va du céi cong ty kia & cho nao thi cho dy cling hét sitc néng. Nong khong
choi golf dugc.”

“Co thé 1a Arizona. Goi dién tim hiéu xem.”

Sellitto 14y s6 dién thoai cong ty cua Larry Fishbein tir Sachs. Anh ta trao
d6i may phut r6i két thic lién lac. “Xong. Fishbein da & Scottsdale. Anh ta
tré vé hom thi¢ Ba.”

“A, Scottsdale... Vetter co cong ty ¢ do.”

McDaniel néi, “Thé nay la sao, Lincoln? T6i van chwa nhan ra dong co.”

Mot lat, Rhyme hoi, “Andi Jessen phan doi nang lwong tai tao, phai
khong?”

Sachs noi, “No6i vay thi hoi ndng. Nhung chi ta dat khoat khong phai
nguoi ung ho.”

“Néu chi ta dang hoi 16 dé cac cong ty san xuat nang lwgng thay thé han
ché san lwgng thi sao, hodc chi ta dang lam gi d6 dé pha hoai ho?”

“Nham duy tri mitc cau cao d6i véi dién ctia Algonquin a?” McDaniel hoi.
Nghi ra mot dong co roi, anh ta c6 vé nhap cudc hon.

“Pung vay. Vetter va Fishbein c6 1& da c6 nhitng thong tin sé khién chi ta
than bai danh liét. Néu ho bi giét trong hai vu riéng ré, chi hai ngudi ho thoi,
cac diéu tra vién co Ié sé dat cau hdi vé mot mdi lién hé. Nhung Andi dan
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dyng toan bd sy viéc dé trong giong nhw ho la nhitng nan nhan ngau nhién,
dé khong ai di chap cac manh ghép lai v6i nhau ca. D6 1a ly do tai sao cac
yéu sach dwa ra déu khong thé théa man. Chi ta khong mudn théa man ching.
Chi ta can dé cho cac vu tan cong dugc thue hién.”

Rhyme bdo Sachs, “Hay lay tén nhitng nguwoi bi thwong va kiém tra lich st
cta ho. Cé thé mot trong s6 ho cling 1a muc tiéu.”

“Chac chan roi, Rhyme.”

“Nhung,” Seilitto néi vdi giong gap gap khac 1é thuwong, “con bitc thu yéu
sach tht ba, cai birc email d6. Nghia la chi ta van can giét thém nguoi. Ai la
nan nhan tiép theo day?”

Rhyme tiép tuc g6 ban phim nhanh hét m&c c6 thé. Choc chdc anh lai
ngudc nhin chiéc dong ho sé dién ti treo trén twong gan day. “To6i khong biét.
Va chiing ta con chwa day hai tiéng dong ho dé xac dinh dugc diéu nay.”
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Chuong 71

Bat chap noi kinh hoang do cac vu tdn cong cua Ray Galt, Charlie Sommers
chang thé tir choi con phan khich lic bay gio dang khién anh ta, cha, giat ndy
nguoi.

Anh ta vira nghi giai lao dé uong ca phé, trong ltic d6 da vé xong so do
cho mét y twéng sang ché (vao tdm khan an bang giay, tat nhién): Mot
phuwong phap dwa khi hydro dén cac ho gia dinh dé nap pin nhién liéu. Anh ta
dang quay lai tang chinh cua Trién 1am Nang lvgng Méi trong Trung tam Hoi
nghi Manhattan, tai khu Bo Tay, gan song Hudson. Trién lam dang day ap
hang ngan con ngudi c6 tinh than do6i m&i nhat thé gidi, nha sang ché, nha
khoa hoc, gido su, ca nhitng nha sang ché c6 vi tri cot yéu nhat, moi ngudoi
déu tan tam tan lyc vi mot van dé: nang lwgng thay thé. Tao ra no, chuyén
giao no, tich trit né, st dung no6. Pay la hdi nghi 16n nhat thé gidi vé chua de
nay, dugc to chie trung vao Ngay Trai dat. N6 quy tu nhitng con ngudi biét
Vvé tam quan trong cnta nang lwgng nhwng cling biét tam quan trong cua viéc
san xudt va st dung nang lugng theo cac cach rat khac véi nhitng cach ching
ta von van quen thudc.

Khi Sommers len 16i qua cac hanh lang ctua trung tam hoi nghi cé kién
truc vi lai - mdi hoan thanh cach day do mot thang - tim anh ta dap thinh
thich nhu tim cdu hoc tro tai hoi chg khoa hoc dau tién trong doi. Anh ta hoa
may chéng mdt quan sat cac gian trién lam ctia cac cong ty van hanh trang
trai gio, cac t6 chirc phi lgi nhudn tim kiém nguwoi ho trg viéc xay dung
nhitng lwgi dién nhé & nhitng vung xa x6i héo lanh thudc cac nwéc Thé gidi
tht Ba, cac cong ty nang lwong mat trdi, cac chién dich khdo séat dia nhiét,
cac cong ty nhé hon san xuat hodc lap dat cac tdim quang dién, cac hé thong
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dy trit natri héa léng, banh da, dc-quy, hé thong chuyén chd siéu dan, lwsi
dién thong minh... mot danh sach bat tan.

Va day sitc mé hodc.

Anh ta vé dén gian trién 1am rong ba mét cia cong ty minh & cudi mot
hanh lang.

LIEN HOP BIEN LUC ALGONGUIN
BAN DU AN DAC BIET
NHUNG DANG THAY THE THONG MINH HON

Mac du Algonquin c6 1€ 16n hon ca nam cong ty 16n nhat tham gia trién
1am nay gop lai, ho chi mua gian bé nhat ctia khu vyc nang lwgng méi, va
duy nhat m6t minh anh ta phu trach né.

DPiéu nay thé hién kha rd rang thai do ma Andi Jessen danh cho nang
lwong tai tao.

Du sao, Sommers ciing chang quan tam. Tat nhién anh ta & day véi vai tro
dai dién ctia cong ty, nhwng anh ta con ¢ day gap g& moi ngwoi va thiét lap
cac moi quan hé cad nhan. M6t ngay nao do - sém thoi, anh ta hy vong vay -
anh ta sé roi khoi Algonquin va danh toan bo thoi gian cho cong ty cua chinh
minh. Anh ta rat thang than véi lanh dao vé cong viéc ca nhan. Chua ai &
Algonquin tirng gdp phai rac roi vi nhitng gi anh ta lam trong khoang thai
gian clia riéng minh. Du sao thi ho ciing chang quan tam dén nhitng gi anh ta
sang ché & nha, nhitng thit dai loai nhw hé thong tiét kiém nwéc cho bon riva &
nha bép, hay thiét bi xach tay 1gi dung chuyén dong ctia cac loai xe dé tao ra
dién va du trit dwdi dang ac-quy, ma nguwoi ta c6 thé dem cam vao do dién @
nha hodc & van phong, do d6 sé giam nhu cau st dung dién tir cong ty san
xuat dién dia phuwong.

Ong vua negawatt. ..

Da chinh thitc thanh 1ap, Chiéu sang Canh tdn Sommers la tén cong ty cta
anh ta, bao gom ban than anh ta, vg va em trai vg. Céi tén nay choi chit theo
tén cong ty cia Thomas Edison, Cong ty Chiéu sang Edison, nha cung cap
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dich vu cong cong dau tién do tw nhan sé& hitu, va la nha van hanh lwdi dién
dau tién.

Mac du anh ta c6 1é c6 mot chit - mot chut xiu thoi - thién tai cua Edison,
Sommers khong phai con nguoi kinh doanh. Anh ta lo ngo khi dong dén tién
bac. Khi anh ta xudt hién y twéng xay dung nhitng lwgi dién khu vyc dé cac
nha san xudt nho c6 thé ban dién thtra cho Algonquin va cac cong ty 16n
khac, mot ngwdi ban cung nganh da céd cudi. “Tai sao Algonquin lai muén
mua dién trong khi ho dang lam cong viéc ban dién?”

“Cha.” Sommers dap, chép chép mat ngac nhién trudc sy ngdy tho cta
nguoi ban. “Vi nhu thé hiéu qua hon, gia ban sé ré hon va giam dugc nguy co
thiéu dién.” Diéu nay la hién nhién.

Trang cuwdi dap lai ngu y rang Sommers c6 1é méi dang ngdy tho.

Ngoi xudng trong gian trién 1am, anh ta bat cong tac dén va thao tdm bién
Pl VANG MOT LUC xuéng. Anh ta d6 thém keo vao bat. (Algonquin phu
quyét viéc thué mot c6 ngwdi mau mac vay ngan, ditng phia triedc gian trién
lam twoi cwdi, nhw mot s6 cong ty khac.)

Tuy nhién, vién quan ly bo phan cac Dy an Dac biét von van canh giac.
Linh vyc sang ché c6 mat trai cia nd. Phat minh ra bong den da tré thanh mot
tran chién 4c liét - khong chi vé ky thuat ma con vé phap ly nita. Hang chuc
nguoi bi dinh dang vao nhitng trdn chién dang dai, toi td dé gianh bang sang
ché - va lgi nhuan - déi vdi béong dén. Thomas Edison cung Josep Wilson
Swan cta Anh da tr§ thanh nguwoi chién thang, nhung 1a trén mot bai chién
treong la liét cac vu kién tung, nhitng titc toi, nhitng hanh dong do tham va
pha hoai, nhitng su nghiép tiéu tung.

Sommers nghi t¢i van dé nay vi anh ta da trong thdy mot ngwoi dan 6ng
deo kinh, doi mu luGi trai, lang vang khong xa gian cong ty Algonquin. Anh
ta nghi ngo vi ngwoi dan ong kia lic ndy da di'ng nan na & hai gian gan day.
Mot gian thudc mot cong ty san xuat thiét bi tham do dia nhiét, thiét bi sé xac
dinh vi tri nhitng diém néng nam sau trong long dat. Gian kia thuoc mot cong
ty lap rap dong co hybrid dung cho cac loai xe nhé. Nhung Sommers biét
rang mot ngwoi néu da quan tam dén dia nhiét thi nhiéu kha nang khéng quan
tam dén hybrid.
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Pung la ngwoi dan ong kia hau nhuw khong chi y gi dén Sommers va
Algonquin, tuy nhién anh ta c6 thé dé dang chup anh mot s6 sang ché va mo
hinh dang trung bay. May anh gian diép bay gio cuc ky tinh vi.

Sommers quay di tra 10i cau hoi cia mot phu nit. Khi anh ta ngoanh nhin
lai, nguwoi dan ong - la gian diép hay doanh nhan hay don gian chi la mot
khach tham quan hiéu ky - da bién mat.

Mudi phut sau, khach tham quan lai van bét. Anh ta quyét dinh di vé sinh.
Anh ta nho anh chang gian bén canh dé y hd moi thit va di xu6i theo day
hanh lang vang tanh vang ngat, t&i nha vé sinh nam. Uu diém cta khu vuc
cac gian trién 1am nhé, ré tién la nha vé sinh hau nhw chi m6t minh minh
dung. Anh ta budc vao mot hanh lang 1ap canh ctra thép kiéu cach dwoc dap
nodi nhitng khoi tron, cé 1é 1a m6 phong bé mat mot tram vii tru hay tén lira gi
do.

Céach nha vé sinh chirng bay mét, dién thoai di dong ciia Sommers bat dau
reo chuong.

Anh ta khong nhan ra s6 nguoi goi - ma ndi vung. Anh ta thoang phéan
van, roi nhap nit TU CHOLL

Sommers tiép tuc di vé phia nha vé sinh, dé y tdi tay nam ctra bang dong
sang loang, nghi bung: Ho chac chang tiét kiém chi phi gi & day. Thao nao
chuing ta phai trd cho gian trién 1am v&i gia boc khéi ngun ngut.
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Chuong 72

“Nao.” Sachs lam bam thanh tiéng trén speakerphone. “Charlie, nghe di!
Nao!”

Co mdi goi cho Sommers mot lac trede, nhung dién thoai reo chudng
ding mot lan r6i chuyén sang hop thu thoai.

CoO dang c0 gang goi lai.

“Thoi nao!” Rhyme ciing noi.

Hai ho6i chuong... ba héi..!

Va cudi cung, mot tiéng cach phat ra qua loa. “Al6?”

“Charlie, Amelia Sachs day.”

“0, c6 phai chi vira goi mot phit trede khong? Toi dang di.. “Charlie.”
Sachs ngat 10i. “Anh dang gap nguy hiém.”

“Cai gi?”

“Anh dang ¢ dau?”

“Trung tam hoi nghi, sip sita... Y chi 1 gi, nguy hiém w?”

“Anh c6 dang & gan bat cit vat gi bang kim loai khong, bat ¢t vat gi co thé
tao ra ho quang dién hoac c6 thé bi ddu n6i v6i mot duwong day nong?”

Sommers bat cuoi. “Toi dang ditng trén mot san kim loai day. Va toi dang
sap stta m& mot canh ctra nha vé sinh c6 tay nam bang kim loai” Ro6i sy hai
hwéc mat dan trong giong anh ta. “Chi dang ndi ching c6 thé la nhitng cai
bay a?”

“Co thé. Hay roi khoi céi san kim loai ay ngay di.”

“To6i khong hiéu.”

“C6 mot yéu sach nita va mot thoi han. Sau gio ba muoi. Nhung chung toi
nghi cac vu tdn cong, & khach san, trong thang may, khong lién quan gi t&i
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nhitng 10i de dga hay yéeu sach dau. Ching chi che day viéc sat hai nhitng
nguoi nao day. Va anh c6 thé la mot trong s6 ho.”

“To6i u? Tai sao?”

“Truwdc hét, hay ra noi an toan di.”

“T6i sé quay lai tang chinh. N6 c6 san bang bé tong. Hang khoan.” Mot lat
sau, Sommers noi, “Dugc r6i. Chi biét day, t6i trong thay mot nguwoi & day,
quan sat to6i. Nhung t6i khong nghi day la Galt.”

Rhyme xen vao, “Charlie, Lincoln day. Chung t6i nghi Ray Galt chi bi 1gi
dung thoi. Anh ta c6 1 da chét r6i.”

“MGt nguoi khac ditng dang sau cac vu tan cong u?”

“Phai.”

“Ai?”

“Andi Jessen. Ga dan ong anh trong thay cé thé la em trai chi ta, Randall.
Céac bang chitng chithg minh rang bon ho hgp tac vdi nhau.”

“Cai gi? Chuyén do6 qua la dién r6. Va tai sao t6i lai gap nguy hiém?”

Sachs ti€p tuc, “Mot s6 nguoi bi giét trong hai vu tan cong kia lién quan
tGi viéc san xudt nang lwgng thay thé. Giong nhu anh. Ching t6i nghi chi ta
da hoi 16 dé cac cong ty san xudt dién tir nang lwgng tai tao gidam san lugng,
duy tri nhu cau déi véi dién cta Algonquin.”

Mot chiit im ling. “O, phai, mdt trong nhitng dv 4n cla t6i 1a cing c6 cac
lwgi dién khu vye, dé ho cé thé doc 1ap ty chu hon, va bat dau cung cap dién
cho céc lwéi dién lién két 16n, nhw Algonquin. T6i nghi diéu d6 c6 thé 1a van
de doi vai chi ta.”

“Gan day anh c6 & Scottsdale khong?”

“T6i dang theo dudi vai dy an trang trai mat troi gan day, vang, va &
nhitng cho khac nita. California, la trang trai gi6 va dia nhiét. Arizona chu
yéu la trang trai mat troi.”

Sachs tiép tuc, “T6i dang nghi lai chuyén anh néi khi to6i gap anh tai
Algonquin. Tai sao chi ta yéu cau anh gitp d& t6i diéu tra?”

Sommers thodng im lang. “Chi n6i dang. Chi ta cé thé yéu cau ca chuc
nguoi khac.”

“Toi nghi chi ta da 1gi dung anh.”
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R6i Sommers hao hén thé va néi, “Oi, lay Chia.”

“Cai gi?” Rhyme hoi.

“Co6 thé khong phai mot minh t6i gdp nguy hiém. Hay nghi xem: Tat ca
moi nguwoi tham gia hdi nghi & day déu la moi de doa d6i vdi Algonquin.
Toan b su kién nay xoay quanh nang lwgng thay thé, cac lwdi dién nhé, sw
phan quyén... Andi c6 thé thdy moi cong ty tham gia trién lam & day déu
chita dung nhitng moi de doa, néu chi ta bi &m dnh dén thé vé viéc Algonquin
phai gitt vi tri s6 mot trong cung cap nang lwong cho khu vie Bac My.”

“Co nguoi nao & Algonquin ching ta c6 thé tin twong khéng? Nguwoi nao
cat dugc dién ¢ khu vue d6? Va sé khong dé cho Andi biét.”

“Algonquin khéng quan 1y dich vu dién & day. Giong nhw mdt s6 tuyén tau
dién ngam, trung tam hoi nghi tv cung cap dién. C6 nha may ngay bén canh.
Chung ta nén so tan moi nguwoi chang?”

“Moi ngudi sé phai di trén mot mat san kim loai dé ra ngoai a?”

“Phai, hau hét moi nguwoi. Sanh tredc va cac khu vie do hang déu bang
thép. Khong son. Thép nguyén chat. Va cac vi biét c6 bao nhiéu dién dang
duwgc cung cap vao day khong? Mitc tai trong mot ngay nhw hom nay xap xi
hai mwoi triéu Watt. Nghe nay, t6i c6 thé xuéng gac, tim tGi dau nguon. T6i
c6 thé giat aptomat. T6i c6 thé...”

“Khong, ching ta can xac dinh chinh xac bon ho dang lam gi. Va bang
cach nao. Chung t6i sé goi lai ngay sau khi c6 thém thong tin. Hay & yén

"’

day

https://thuviensach.vn



Chuong 73

M6 hoi dam dia, ban loan, Charlie Sommers nhin hang chuc nghin khach
tham quan Trién lam Nang lwgng M@i xung quanh minh, mot s6 hy vong sé
phat tai, m6t s6 hy vong sé gitp do dugc, néu khong thé ctru v6t hanh tinh
nay, mot so6 c6 mat vi viéc tat vao day mot lic dwong nhw 1a y twéng hay.

Mot sO con tré tudi, nhitng thi€u nién giong nhw anh ta cach day nhiéu
nam, sé dwgc truyén cam hitng tham gia cac khéa hoc khac nhau & trwong
trung hoc sau khi tham quan céc trién 1dm dang nay. Thém thoi gian cho khoa
hoc, bét thoi gian cho ngoai ngt, lich stt. Va tré thanh nhitng Edison cta thé
hé ho.

Tat ca dang ditng truedc nguy co.

Hay & yén ddy, canh sat da bao anh ta.

Pam dong chen lan nhau, day nhitng chiéc xe xép day cac tii mau sac
dwng qua tdng cta cac cong ty tham gia trién 1am, véi logo in dam: Ky thuat
Duv trit Bién, Pin Thé hé Md@i, Sang kién Dia nhiét.

Hday ¢ yén day...

Trir viéc tam tri anh ta dang & mot chén vg anh ta von van goi la “tw duy
Charlie.” N6 dang tw xoay xung quanh no, giong nhv mot mday phat dién,
giong nhw mot banh da tich dién. Mudi nghin vong mot phut. Nghi vé lwgng
dién st dung trong trung tam hoi nghi nay. Hai muoi megawatt.

Hai muoi triéu Watt.

Watt bdng volt nhdn ampe...

bu dién dé giat chét hang nghin ngwoi néu duwgce dwa qua khoi kién tric
siéu dan nay. H6 quang dién, hay don gian la dién ro qua dat, nhitng dong
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dién 16n chay doc theo than thé, cwdp di sinh mang va bo lai tirng dong da
thit, téc tai, do quan am i chay.

Hady & yén day...

Oi, anh ta khong thé.

Va, giong nhw bat ¢t nha sang ché nao, Sommers can nhac nhitng chi tiét
thiét thi'e. Randall Jessen va Andi du sao cling sé khong ra tay tan cong nha
may dién bén canh. Bon ho sé khong thé liéu linh nhw thé vi canh sat sé goi
nhan vién bao tri va don gian la sé ngat nguon. Nhung c6 mot duwong day
chinh chay vao toa nha nay. Cé Ié twong t mot dwong day truyén tai khu
vue, né dang chuyén chd dong dién 138.000 volt. Bon ho han da dau noi véi
duong day ay dé lam san, cau thang, nam dam ctta nhiém dién. C6 thé lai mot
lan nita, thang may.

Sommers nghi:

Nhitng ngwdi cé mat tai day khong thé tranh xa dong dién.

Ho khong thé tir bdo vé minh.

Thé thi anh ta phai chat dit dau con quai vat.

Khong doi nao c6 chuyén hdy ¢ yén day duogc.

Néu tim thdy dwong day chay vao day tredc khi Randall Jessen thuc hién
thao tac cudi cung, Sommers c6 thé giy ra doan mach. Anh ta sé chay mot
sgi cap tt duong day kia truc tiép t6i day tiép dat. Két qua sé la doan mach,
kém theo tia ltra dién 16n nhu tia Iita dién & diém do xe buyt hom triedc, gay
nd aptomat ctia nha may dién trung tam hoi nghi, loai bé moi nguy hiém. Hé
thong chiéu sang khan cap sé bat nhwng no6 cé dién ap thap - chac ac-quy chi
- canxi mudi hai volt. VGi nguon dién nhé nhu thé thi khong lo dién giat. Sé
c6 nguoi ket trong thang mdy, sé c6 hot hoang. Nhung thwong tich sé dugc
han ché t6i da.

Nhung r6i Sommers dot ng6ét nhan ra thyce té. Khong cé cach nao lam
doan mach toan bo hé thong dién & day ngoai cach nguy hiém nhat la thao tac
bang tay tran trén dwong day dang chuyén chd 138.000 volt. Chi nhitng thg
dat duwong day cao tha nhit méi dam thit. Bing lam viéc trong thung cach
dién hay trén may bay truc thang dé tranh nguy co tiép xtc véi mat dat, va
mac nhitng bd doé faraday - thuc ra la nhitng bé do kim loai - thg dat duong

https://thuviensach.vn



day tryc tiép tiép xic véi duong dién cao thé. Thuc t€, ho trd thanh mdt phan
ctia n6, va hang tram nghin volt chuyén dong trong than thé ho.

Charlie Sommers chwra bao gio thit thao tac bang tay tran trén dudng dién
cao thé, nhung anh ta biét cach thao tac - vé ly thuyét.

Giong nhu con chim d@u trén ddy dién...

Trong gian trién lam cua Algonquin, Sommers vo ldy hop dung cu ngheo
nan dén thdm hai va mwon sgi day dién loai nhe chiu dugc dién cao thé tw
gian trién 1am bén canh. Anh ta chay vao day hanh lang thiéu anh sang, tim
mot canh ctfa danh cho nhan vién phuc vu. Anh ta nhin nam dam ctra bang
dong, chi thoang lwdng lw, r6i kéo phat ra, lao vao khu vyc tang ham 16 mo
toi.

Hay & yén day u?

T6i khong nghi thé.
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Chuong 74

Ga ngoi & ghé trude trén chiéc xe tai mau trang cta ga, néng nuc vi diéu hoa
nhiét d6 khong bat. Ga khong muon dé dong co xe chay vi sé gay cha y. Mot
chiéc xe dang do la mot chuyén. Mot chiéc xe dang do ma dong co van chay
lam tang thém nghi ngo.

M6 hoi lan thanh dong bén ma ga. Ga hau nhw khéng nhén ra. Ga &p chat
hon tai nghe vao tai.van tinh khong c6 gi. Ga tang am lwgng. Mot, hai tiéng
luc buc. Mot tiéng tach.

Ga dang ngam nghi vé nhitng 10i 1 da gwi qua email lic trude: Néu ba
phét 1o toi lan nay, hdu qud sé 16n hon rdat, rat nhiéu mdy vu tai nan Idt vt
xdy ra h6m qua va hém kia, sé rat, rat nhiéu nguoi chét hon nita...

Co va khong.

Ga nghiéng nghiéng dau, lang nghe thém nhitng cau trao doi lot vao chiéc
microphone ga gidu trong chiéc may phat dién dwgc co6 y bo & ngoi treong
gan Chinatown. Mot con ngwa thanh Troy, mot vat ma Pon vi Kham nghiém
Hién trvong da trang trong chd thang dén nha Lincoln Rhyme. Bay gio thi ga
da biét bang phan vai cac nhan vat dang ho trg Rhyme va noi ho hién dién.
Lon Sellitto, tham t* thuoc Sé@ Canh sat New York, va Tucker McDaniel, Ph6
Trweong van phong FBI, da roi khoi day, téi Toa Thi chinh bén khu
Downtown, noi ho sé diéu phoi viéc bao vé trung tdm hoi nghi.

Amelia Sachs va Ron Pulaski ngay lic d6 dang lao nhuw dién dén trung
tam, dé xem ho cé thé ngat nguén dién hay khong.

Lang phi thoi gian, ga nghi.

ROi ga citng do ngudi, nghe thiy giong nodi cia Lincoln Rhyme.
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“Dugc roi, Mel, t6i can anh dwa doan cdp dy sang phong thi nghiém bén
Queens.”

“Doan...?”

“DPoan cap!”

“Pogn cap nao?”

“Chét tiét, thé c6 bao nhiéu doan cdp?”

“Bén doan hay sao ay.”

“O cdi doan Sachs va Pulaski thu duogc & ngoi truong khu Chinatown. Toi
muén ho ldy dau vét nam giita 16p cdch dién va bdn thdn ddy dién, soi qua
kinh hién vi dién tir quét.”

ROi c6 am thanh cia nhya va gidy. Mot 1at sau, dén tiéng buwéc chan. “Toi
sé quay lai sau b6n muoi lam phut, hodc moét tiéng nira.”

“T6i chdng quan tdm dén chuyén bao gio thi anh quay lgi. T6i quan tdm
dén chuyén bao gio thi anh goi cho t6i thong bdo két qua.”

Tiéng budc chan, thinh thich.

Chiéc microphone rat nhay.

Tiéng ctta dong danh sam. Im lang. Tiéng gé ban phim may tinh, chang
con am thanh nao khac.

ROi Rhyme hét, “Me kiép, Thom!... Thom!”

“Cdai gi, Lincoln? Anh...”

“Mel di chua?” “

“Cho chuit.”

Mot lat sau, giong kia néi vdi vao, “Roi, xe anh dy vira roi khoi, Anh
muén toi goi anh dy khong?”

“Khoi, khéi mdt cong. Nghe nay, téi can mét sgi ddy dién, t6i muén xem
toi co thé lam lai cdi Randall da lam khéng. M¢t soi ddy dién dai. Chiing ta
o sgi day dién nao nhu thé ¢ ddy khéng?”

“Day ndéi dai dugc khdng?”

“Khong, phai dai hon. Bdy t6i muoi mét gi do”

“Tai sao toi lai co sgi ddy dién nao dai nhv thé & day?”

“Toi ctr nght cdu co. Thoi, di kiém mot sgi di. Nao!”

“Toi co thé kiém & dau?”
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“Mot ctra hang bdn ddy dién chét tiét nao ddy. Toi khéng biét. M6t cira
hang ban do dung trong nha. Co mét ctta hang nhv thé trén duong
Broadway, phadi khong? Trudc day tirng co.”

“N6 van ¢ dé. Vdy anh can do muoi mét ha?”

“Thé la du... Cdi gi?”

“Chi la, anh trong khong khoe, Lincoln. Té6i khéng chdc chdn cé thé dé
anh o nha.”

“Puoc, dvgc ma. Cdu nén lam viéc té6i nho. Cdu di s6m chirng nao sé vé
som chirng dy! Roi cdu cé thé thodi mdi dong vai bao mdu véi t6i. Nhung bay
gio thi: Dil”

Mot lat, khong c6 am thanh gi.

“DPugc roi. Nhung toi sé kiém tra huyét dp cho anh cdi da.”

Mot lat im lang nita.

“Do di.”

Nhitng tiéng xin xit, tiéng xi nhe, tiéng soat cta khoa dan. “Khéng van dé
gi. Nhung t6i muén chdc chdn rdng né sé duy tri & mutc dy... Anh dang cdm
thdy thé nao?”

“Toi chi hoi mét thoi.”

“Toi sé quay lai sau ntra tiéng dong ho.”

Tiéng budc chan trén san nghe mo ho. Cira lai mé ra, roi dong lai.

Ga lang nghe thém mét ltic nita, sau d6 ditng day. Ga khoac 1én minh bd
dong phuc nhan vién stta chita truyén hinh cap, nhét khau Colt 1911 vao tui
dung do nghé ga deo qua vai.

Ga kiém tra ctta sO phia truéc va gwong chiéc xe tai, thdy con hém hoan
toan vang ngwoi, nhdy ra. Ga kiém tra lai, thdy khong c6 camera an ninh,
budc t@i ctra sau ngoi nha cua Lincoln Rhyme. Trong vong ba phut, ga da
dam bao v6 hiéu héa chuong bao dong va mé duoc khda, 1én vao tang ham.

Ga tim thay bang phan phoi dién va lang 1é hanh dong, ddu n6i mot trong
nhitng bo chuyén mach diéu khién tir xa ctia ga véi dwong day cung cap, bon
tram ampe, gap doi hau hét cac gia dinh khac & khu virc nay.

Diéu nay ciing dang quan tam day nhuwng, tat nhién, khong c6 y nghia lam,
vi ga biét tat ca nhitng gi ga can dé gay ra cai chét gan nhw ngay lap tic chi la
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mot phan cue ky nhé ctia cwong do dé.
Mot phan muoi ampe. ..
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Chuong 75

Rhyme dang xem xét cdc bang chitng ci thi ng6i nha cia anh mat dién.

Man hinh may tinh chuyén den ngom, &m thanh may méc chuing xuong,
sau day tat han. Cac chdm dén LED mau do, vang, xanh 14 cay trén nhitng
thiét bi xung quanh anh bién mat.

Anh xoay dau bén nay bén kia.

T tang ham, cé ti€éng ket cita. R6i Rhyme nghe thdy tiéng buwdc chan.
Khoéng han tiéng bwdc chan, ma la am thanh mo ho cua trong lwgng co thé
nén xudng san nha cii ky, kho rao.

“Ai day?” Anh hoi to. “Thom? Cau a? bién. Co truc trac gi vGi dién day?”

Tiéng cot két tién dén gan hon. Roi bién mat. Rhyme xoay tron chiéc xe
lan. Anh Iwét nhin xung quanh can phong, anh mat quac 1én theo céi cach
chuing tirng quac 1én tredc mot hién tredng vu an khi méi téi lan dau tién, ghi
nhan tdt ca cac ching c& c6 lién quan, thu 1ay an twgng vé quang canh. Ciling
dé xem xét cac moi nguy hiém nita: Nhitng cho thu pham c6 thé van dang an
nuap, cé thé bi thwong, cé thé khiép hai, cé thé dang lanh luing cho co hdi giét
chét ngwoi canh sat kham nghiém.

Mot tiéng cot két nita.

Rhyme lai xoay tron chiéc xe lan ba tram sadu muoi do, nhung khong trong
thay gi. R6i anh phat hién ra c6 chiéc dién thoai di dong trén mét trong nhitng
chiéc ban kham nghiém & dau dang kia can phong. Mac du toan bd ngdi nha
da mat dién, chiéc dién thoai dy van con hoat dong, tat nhién.

Pin...

Rhyme day ban diéu khién cdm tng vé phia trudc, chiéc xe lan ngay lap
tirc tuan theo ménh lIénh. Anh phi vé phia chiéc ban va dirng lai, lvng xoay ra
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ctta, nhin cham cham xu6ng chiéc dién thoai. N6 cach mat anh chi do hai
gang tay.

Man hinh hién thi LCD mau xanh 14 cay. Con v0 khoi dién, san sang dé
goi, hoac nhan mot cudc goi.

“Thom?” Rhyme héi to thém lan nita.

Khong dong tinh gi.

Rhyme c6 cam nhan tim anh dang dap thinh thich qua cai gian giat & thai
dwong va cai phap phong ctia cac mach mau & co.

MGt minh trong can phong, gan nhu hoan toan bat dong. Anh nhin cham
cham chiéc dién thoai & khodng cach chwa day ba gang tay. Rhyme hoi xoay
ngang xe, roi xoay nhanh xe tré lai, dap vao chiéc ban, lam chiéc dién thoai
rung rung. Nhung n6 van & chinh xéac cho ct.

R6i anh nhan ra sy thay doi do am vang trong can phong, va anh biét
khach khong moi ma dén da budc vao. Anh ddp vao chiéc ban lan nita.
Nhung truedce khi chiéc dién thoai trirgt t6i gan anh hon, anh nghe thay tiéng
budc chan nén ngang qua san nha @ phia sau anh. Mot ban tay deo gang vuion
qua vai anh, tom lay chiéc dién thoai.

“C6 phai nguoi khong?” Rhyme hoi ké ¢ phia sau anh. “Randall? Randall
Jessen?”

Khong c6 cau tra 10i.

Chi c6 nhitng am thanh mo ho & phia sau anh, nhitng tiéng lach cach. Ro6i
anh cam thay mot cai huych vao vai. Pén hién thi pin trén ban diéu khién
cdm @ng cda chiéc xe lan tat ngdm. Ké dot nhap nha phanh bang tay, day
chiéc xe 1an dén khu vuc sang sang trong can phong, nhd mot dai anh nang
nhgt nhat lot vao qua ctra so.

Ga dan 6ng tur tir xoay chiéc xe lan lai.

Rhyme md& miéng dinh néi nhwng ngay sau day anh nheo nheo mat nhin
k¥ guwong mat phia treéc. Anh khong noi gi mot lic. Ro6i, bang giong thi thao,
anh no6i, “Chang c6 18.”

Cudc phau thuat thdm my da rat thanh cong. Tuy nhién, van con nhitng
dac diém quen thudc trén gwong mat ctia gd dan ong. Hon nita, lam sao
Rhyme lai c6 thé khong nhan ra Richard Logan, Thg Bong Ho, ga dan ong
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duwgc cho rang chinh lic nay dang tron tranh tai mot khu viec nhom nhoam
cua Mexico City?
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Chuong 76

Logan tat chiéc dién thoai di dong ma vira xong c6 vé nhw Lincoln Rhyme da
co gang dén tuyét vong dé két nai lién lac.

“T6i khong hiéu” Nha hinh sy hoc néi.

Logan thao chiéc tii dyng do nghé khéi vai, diat né6 xubng san, ctii lom
khom dé mé no ra. Nhitng ngén tay ga nhanh nhen suc vao chiéc tui, ga 16i ra
mot laptop va hai camera quan sat khong day. Mot, ga mang vao bép, dat
hwéng ra con hém. Chiéc con lai ga dat & mét civa s6 dang tredc. Ga khai
dong laptop va dat trén chi€c ban & gan. Ga go vai 1énh. Ngay 1ap titc, quang
canh con hém va via hé dan dén ng6i nha cia Rhyme hién 1én trén man hinh.
N6 la hé thong ga da st dung tai khach san Cong vién Battery dé theo doi
Vetter va quyét dinh chinh xac thoi diém nhan nat chuyén mach: khi da thit
tiép xtc véi kim loai.

R6i Logan ngang nhin, bat tiéng cwdi nhat. Ga budc vé phia bé 10 suwdi
bang g6 s6i mau nau sam, noi mét chiéc dong ho qua quyt dwgc dat trén mot
cai keé.

“Ong van giit mén qua cua tdi.” Ga thi thdo. “Ong giif noé... giit no, dé
trng bay.” Ga stng sot tredc viéc nay. Ga ct twdng rang chiéc Breguet co da
bi thdo tung va mo6i manh déu da bi xem xét ky lwdng dé xac dinh noi ga trd
ngu.

Mac du ho la ké thu ctia nhau, va Logan chi choc lat nita sé két liéu cudc
doi Rhyme, ga van hét sitc ngwdng mo anh, dong thoi hai long mot cach ky
quac khi thady nguwoi dan 6ng do da gitr nguyén ven chiéc dong ho.

Tuy nhién, sau khi suy nghi lai, ga két luan rang, tat nhién, nha hinh sy
hoc da yéu cau d& no ra, cho dén sgi day toc va hat chan kinh cu6i cung, dé
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doi kham nghiém lam viéc, roi lai cho lap lai nguyén si.

Pbiéu ay khién Rhyme cfling c6 phan la mot thg dong ho.

Bén canh chiéc dong ho qua quyt la birc thw dugc gwi kém. N6 vira la 16i
danh gia cao Rhyme vtra la 10i hita dang ngai rang ho sé tai ngo.

Ga da thyc hién 101 hita do.

Nha hinh sy hoc dang tran tinh lai sau ci choang vang. Anh néi, “Moi
nguoi sé trd vé bat ct lic nao.”

“Khéng, Lincoln. Khong dau.” Logan nhéc lai cac dia diém ma moi nguoi
vlfa 0 trong can phong nay mudi lam phut tredce hién tai dang c6 mat.

Rhyme cau may. “Lam sao nguoi...? O, khong. Tat nhién, chiéc may phat
dién. Nguoi da gai mot con rép vao.” Anh cam phan nham mat.

“Phai. Va t6i biét minh c6 duwgc bao nhiéu thoi gian.”

Richard Logan ngam nghi rang bat cit si viéc nao khac xay ra trong cudc
doi ga, ga cling luén ludn biét chinh xac minh c6 dwgc bao nhiéu thoi gian.

Vé hoang mang trén gwong mat Rhyme dan chuyén sang boi réi. “Vay
khong phai la Randall Jessen gia danh Ray Galt. Ma la nguoi.”

Logan triu mén xem xét chiéc Breguet, so v&i thoi gian trén chiéc dong ho
gd dang deo & 6 tay. “Ong van lén gidy day da cho né.” Roi g dit lai nd
xuong cho cii. “Phai. Mgt tuan vira qua, t6i da la Raymond Galt, thg ca va
nhan vién khac phuc s ¢6.”

“Nhung ta trong thdy nguoi trong video an ninh san bay... Nguwoi dugc
thué sat hai Rodoflo Luna & Mexico.”

“Khong han. Pong nghiép ctia 6ng ta, Arturo Diaz, an lwong ctia mot
trong nhitng nhom budn ban ma tiy 16n & Puerto Vallarta. Luna la mot trong
sO hiém hoi cac canh sat trung thuc con soét lai & Mexico. Diaz muon thué t6i
sat hai ong ta. Nhung t6i qua lu bu. Tuy nhién, dé do6i 1y mot khoan thu lao,
toi dong y gia vo ditng dang sau vu viéc, nham lam cho han tranh dugc sy
nghi ngo. N6 cling phuc vu muc dich cta t6i nita. T6i can tat ca moi nguoi,
nhat la 6ng, dinh ninh rang t6i dang ¢ dau dé chit chang phai la & thanh pho
New York nay.”

“Nhung & san bay...” Giong Rhyme ha xu6ng thanh 16i thi thao day boi
roi. “Nguoi da c6 mdt trén may bay. Poan video an ninh ay. Chiing ta trong
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thdy nguwoi chui vao chiéc xe tai, trén bén dudi nhitng tdm gidy dau. Nguwoi bi
phat hién & Mexico City va trén duong tir thanh pho ra san bay. Nguaoi bi phat
hién & Gustavo Madero cach ddy mot tiéng dong hoé. Dau van tay cia nguoi
va...” Giong anh bat dan. Nha hinh sy hoc lac dau, mim cwdi cam chiu. “Troi
dat! Nguoi chwa hé roi khéi san bay.”

“Chua, toi chuwa he.”

“Nguwoi nhan cai géi va leo lén xe tai tredc 6ng kinh camera, mét cach co6
chu y, nhung né chi dwoc 1ai ra khoi ong kinh théi. Ngwoi dwa cai géi cho ké
khac va dap may bay sang B& Pong. Ngudi ctia Diaz tiép tuc bao cdo viéc
nguoi & Mexico City, dé khién tit cd moi nguoi twdng rang ngwoi ¢ do. Bao
nhiéu ngwoi cta Diaz da nhan hoi 10?”

“Khong c6 chiéc xe nao bo chay tdi Gustavo Madero u?”

“Khong.” Sy thwong hai, doi v6i Logan, la mot thit xic cam vo tich sy va
vi thé v6 nghia ly. Tuy nhién, ga c6 thé nhan ra, ma trong long khéng can
cam thay xuic dong, rang c6 cai gi d6 dang thwong hai doi véi Rhyme tai thoi
diém nay. Ong ta trong ciing bé nhé hon lan cudi cung gi gip. Gan nhu yéu
6t. Co 18 6ng ta vira 6m. Diéu do tot thoi, Logan két luan, luong dién di qua
than thé ong ta sé giét chét ong ta nhanh hon. Ga chac chan ciing khong
muon Rhyme phaéi dau dén.

Ga néi thém, nhw thé dé an ui, “Ong da phan doan dwgc vu tdn cong Luna.
Ong da ngan chin duwoc viéc Diaz st hai 6ng ta. T6i khong hé nghi 6ng sé
suy luan dwoc kip thoi. Nhung, ké ra, toi dang 1€ khong nén ngac nhién méi
phai.”

“Nhung ta da khong ngan chdn duwgc nguoi.”

Logan da giét nhiéu nguoi trong chang dwong dai lam mot sat thu chuyén
nghiép. Hau hét cac nan nhan, néu ho y thitc dugc rang ho sap stra chét, déu
tré nén diém tinh, vi ho hiéu sy bat kha khang cua diéu sap stra tGi véi minh.
Nhung Rhyme tham chi con hon thé. Nha hinh su hoc lic bdy gio trong gan
nhuw thanh than. D6 c6 1€ la diéu Logan nhin thay trén gwong mat Rhyme
nhitng triéu chitng ctia mot can bénh vo phwong citu chita. Hodc co 1€ anh
chdng qua da mat y chi séng, vGi tinh trang sitc khde bay lau nay cia anh.
MGt cai chét chong vanh sé 1a mot may man.
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“Xac Galt dau?”

“Khu Daét, céi 10 hoi ¢ nha may dién Algonquin. Chang con gi hét.” Logan
liéc mat sang laptop. Tat ca van yén ang. Ga 16i mot doan cap Bennmgton
chiu dwoc dién trung thé ra, dau mét dau vao dwong day bén trong 6 cam hai
tram hai muwoi volt gan day. Ga da danh hang thang trdi dé tim hiéu moi nhé
vé dién. Bay gio, ga cam thay thodi mai vdi dién chang kém gi véi cac 10 xo
va banh rang ti xiu cia cac loai dong ho.

Logan cdm thdy trong tdi 4o khodc triu xuéng chiéc diéu khién ttr xa, n6 sé
dwa dién tré lai ngoi nha va dwa mét cwong do dong dién vao co thé nha hinh
su hoc du dé giét chét anh ngay 1ap tic.

Trong ltc ga cuén mot phan cap xung quanh canh tay Rhyme, ngwoi dan
ong ay noéi, “Nhung néu nguoi da gai thiét bi ghi am vao may phat dién, at
han nguoi ciing nghe thay nhitng gi chiing ta trao doi lic tredc. Ching ta biét
rang Raymond Galt chang phai la tha pham thuc sy, rang anh ta bi gai bay
th6i. Va ching ta biét rang Andi Jessen mudn giét Sam Vetter, Larry
Fishbein. Du ké gidng cac cai bay la em trai chi ta hay nguoi, thi chi ta van sé
bi tébm co va...”

Logan chi liéc mat nhin Rhyme, gwong mat anh xudt hién mét vé vira thau
hiéu vira hoan toan cam chju. “Nhung chuyén nay khong phdi nhu thé, ding
khong? Chuyén nay tuyét nhién khong phéi nhu thé.”

“Khong, Lincoln. Khong phai.”
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Chuong 77

Con chim khong dau trén ma dau beén trén sgi day dién.

Duwéi tang ham sau nhat cua trung tam hoi nghi, Charlie Sommers ngoi
dung dwa trong cai quang vtra tw ché, cach duwong day 138.000 volt boc 16p
cach dién mau do dung sau muoi centimet.

Néu dién la nwdc, ap luc trong sgi cap tredc mat anh ta sé bang ap luc
dwéi day bién, chi chd mot cai cd bat ky dé ép con tau ngam thanh dai kim
loai bep di, dam mau.

Puwong day chinh nay, dugc vat trén cac coc thuy tinh cach dién, & cach
san ba mét, chay ti* bitc twong chan ngang tang ham tGi tram bién ap cla
chinh trung tam hoi nghi, tit dau dang kia khoang khong gian t6i md mo.

Vi Sommers khong thé cung lic vira ti€p xtic sgi day dién tran vira tiép
xdc bat c vat gi n6i dat, anh ta da dung voi chita chdy ché mot cai quang.
Anh ta budc n6 vao go bén trén sgi cap cao thé. Van dung hét sitc luc, anh ta
vit cai quang xudng va xoay x& dé truon hong 1én. Anh ta vo cung hy vong
voi chita chdy lam hoan toan bang cao su va vai bat. Néu cai voi chita chay
nay, vi ly do nao day, dugc gia c6 bang nhitng sgi kim loai, thi trong vong vai
phtt anh ta sé tré thanh nhan t6 chinh ciia mét sy c6 pha-dat va sé hoa hoi.

Quan xung quanh c6 Sommers la sgi cap cd khong - anh ta mwgn ¢ gian
trién 1am bén canh gian Algonquin. Anh ta cham chap got 16p vé cach dién
mau dé sam cua né bang con dao bAm quan doi. Xong roi anh ta sé got 16p
bao vé duong day cao thé, lam 16 ra cac sgi nhém. Va, vGi hai ban tay tran,
anh ta sé ndi sgi cap vao duwong day chinh.

Tiép theo, sé xdy ra mdt trong hai tinh huéng sau. Hodc la:

Khong c6 gi xdy ra ca.
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Hodc la, mét sy c6 pha-dat... va héa hoi.

Néu tinh huong thit nhat xdy ra, Sommers sé than trong kéo dau da duogc
boc 16 cia sgi cap, cho nd ti€p xic vGi mot nguon ti€p dat ¢ gan - nhitng
khung ram bang sat néi véi mong trung tam hoi nghi chang han. Két qua sé la
mot ci doan mach cuwe ky an twgng thoi bay cac aptomat trong nha may dién
cua trung tam.

Vé phan minh, ban than Charlie Sommers khong tiép dat, nhung mic dién
ap cao nhu thé sé tao ra tia ho quang khong 16, c6 thé dé dang thiéu chay anh
ta.

Bay gio khi da biét rang thoi han kia la vo nghia, Randall va Andi Jessen
sé c6 thé bat cong tac chuyén mach bat ct ldc nao, anh ta cuéng quyt thuyc
hién c6ng viéc, got 16p cach dién mau do nhw mau khoi sgi cap. Nhitng mau
cong cong cua vat liéu dién moi roi xuéng san bén duwdi anh ta, va anh ta
khong dirng duge y nghi rang ching giong nhu canh ctia nhitng béng hong
dang tan trong nha tang 1€ sau khi nhitng ngudi dwa tang da lan lwgt ra ve.
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Chuong 78

Richard Logan quan sat Lincoln Rhyme dang dam dam nhin ra qua nhitng 0
ctra s6 16n ctia ngdi nha - vé phia séng Bong. Dau dé phia ay, nhitng 6ng khoi
mau do va xam cua Lién hgp Dien luc Algonquin dang lam chu khu vie ven
song am dam. Nhitng 6ng khoi khong thé trong thay tir diy duwgc, nhung
Logan do rang vao mot ngay dong lanh 1éo, Rhyme c6 thé trong thay duoc
cac cot khdi cuon cudn boc 1én cao sau hinh dang nhitng toa nha in trén nén
troi.

Lac dau, nha hinh sy hoc thi thao, “Andi Jessen tuyét nhién khong thué
nguoi.”

“Khong.”

“Chi ta la muc tiéu, phai khong? Nguoi dang 1gi dung chi ta.”

“Pung thé.”

Rhyme hat dau chi chiéc tii dung do nghé dudi chan Logan. “Trong do6 cé
chitng ¢t &m chi chi ta va em trai chi ta. Nguoi sé bo tri né ¢ day, nhu thé
Andi va Randall ciing da sat hai ta. Y hét cai cach nguwoi bo tri chitng ¢ tr
dau dén gio. Cac dau vét tir Toa Thi chinh, sgi téc mau vang, dé an Hy Lap.
Ké nao do da thué nguoi dan dung nhuv thé Andi dang dung Ray Galt giét
Sam Vetter va Larry Fishbein... Tai sao la ho?”

“Chang nhat thiét 1a ho. Cac nan nhan c6 thé 1a bat ct ai tham gia hodi nghi
nang lwgng thay thé tai khach san Cong vién Battery hodc tir cong ty ké toan
cta Fishbeill. Bat ct ai c6 thé nam trong tay théng tin vé muwu doé nay hay
muu do kia ma Andi Jessen muon che gidu.”

“Mac du ho khéng nam trong tay thong tin nao ca.”

“Khong. Hoan toan khong cé gi lién quan tdi Algonquin hay Andi.”
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“Ké nao ding dang sau sy viéc nay?” Doi 16ng may cia Rhyme cau lai,
anh mat quac 1én nhin cac bang chitng c, nhuw thé anh can biét 1oi gidi cho
cau do trudc khi chét. “Ta khong thé doan dinh dwoc.”

Logan nhin xudng guwong mat héc hac ctia nguwdi dan o6ng.

Ddng thuong...

Ga rut sgi day dién th hai, cling cuén né vao Rhyme. Ga sé ndi sgi day
dién nay vdi vat tiép dat ¢ gan nhat, cai 10 sudi.

Richard Logan chwa bao gio quan tam, ¢ mitc do dao duc, tdi ly do tai sao
khach hang cia ga mudn giét chét cac nan nhan, nhung ga c6 quan diém phai
biét dugc dong co vi n6 gitp ga 1én ké hoach thuc thi cong viéc va bo tron.
Do dé ga da thich thu lang nghe khi ngudi ta giai thich cho ga nguyén nhéan
tai sao Andi Jessen phdi bi mang tai tiéng va vao tu that 1au, that 1au. Bay gio,
gd noi, “Andi la moi de doa do6i véi trat ty mGi. Quan diém cda ba ta, quan
diém rat to mom cua ba ta, dwong nhu thé, la dau hoa, khi ga, than da va hat
nhan la nhitng nguén nang lwgng duy nhat sé phuc vu ngwoi ta hang tram
ndm nita. Nang lwgng tai tao la thi d6 choi tré con.”

“Chi ta dang chi ra bo quan 4o méi ctia hoang dé.”

“Chinh xac.”

“Vay mét nhém khtuing b6 sinh thai nao d6 ding dang sau suw viéc nay,
ha?”

Logan nhin mit. “Khtng b6 sinh théi ay a? Oi, t6i xin. Nhitng thing ngéc
rau ria xom xoam lwdi tdm goi, tham chi khong thé dot mot cong trudong xay
dung khu treot tuyét nghi dwdng ma khong bi bat ngay tai trdn dy a?” Logan
cwoi pha ra. “Khéng, Lincoln. N6 lién quan t6i tién.”

Rhyme c6 vé hiéu. “A, chic chin r6i... Viéc ning lwgng tai tao va ning
lwgng sach chwa gop mat dwge may trong cai ké hoach vi dai kia khéng thanh
van dé. Viéc xay dyng cac trang trai gio, trang trai mat trdi, lwdi dién khu vic
va thiét bi truyén tai van dem dén khoi lgi nhuan.”

“Chinh xac. Trg cdp chinh pht va nhitng khoan gidm thué nita. Chua ké
nguoi tiéu dung sé trd bat cit mitc héa don nao cho nang lwgng xanh vi ho
nghi la minh dang ctu Trai dat.”
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Rhyme noéi, “Khi chiing ta tim thidy can h ctia Galt, nhitng email cia anh
ta vé chitng bénh ung thw anh ta mac phai, ching ta da nghi sy tra thu khong
bao gid la mot dong co khién moi nguwdi thdy chap nhan dwoc.”

“Pung, nhung sy tham lam thi lic nao ciing ton tai.”

Nha hinh sy hoc c6 vé khong kim dwgce tiéng cwdi. “Vay la mot nhém bao
vé mdi truong ditng ding sau vu viéc nay. Y nghi méi thd vi 1am sao.” Anh
mat anh dat vao nhitng tdm bang trang. “Ta nghi 1a ta cé thé suy ra dugc mot
nhan t6... Bob Cavanaugh?”

“Tot. Phai. Thuyc t€, 6ng ta la nhan t6 chinh. Sao 6ng biét dwgc?”

“Ong ta da cung cap thong tin 4m chi Randall Jessen.” Rhyme nheo nheo
mat. “Va 6ng ta da ra tay giup do tai khach san Cong vién Battery. Chuing ta
da co6 thé ctru Vetter... Nhuwng, chac chan, viéc nguoi cé thyc sy giét Vetter
hay Fishbein hay bat cit ai khac khong, khéng quan trong.”

“Pung. Biéu quan trong la Andi Jessen bi bat sau nhitng vu tan céng nay.
Uy tin sup do va vao tu. Va con mot dong co nita: Cavanaugh trude day la
cong s cia cha Andi, va chwa bao gid vui vé cho lam khi bi mat cé vi tri cha
tich 1an CEO vao tay dita con gai nho ctia ngudi cha ay.”

“Khong thé chi c6 moi mot minh ong ta.”

“Khong. Nhom nay c6 cac CEO tir dam bay nha cung cap thiét bi khai
thac nang lwgng thay thé & nhiéu nwdc khac nhau, nhung chu yéu la 6 My,
Trung Qudc va Thuy Si.”

“MG6t nhom bao vé méi treong.” Rhyme lac dau.

“Thoi dai doi thay.” Logan noi.

“Nhung tai sao khong giét ngay chi ta ay?”

“Chinh xéc la ciu hoi cta t6i.” Logan tra 16i. “Nhung c6 yéu t6 kinh té€ &
day. Cavanaugh va nhitng ké kia can loai bo Andi, dong thdi can c6 phiéu ctuia
Algonquin giam gia. Nhém bon ho sé xoi cong ty nay.”

“Con vu tan c6ng vao xe buyt?”

“Can 16i kéo sy quan tam cua tat cd moi ngwoi.” Logan cam thay thoang
mot noi hoi tiéc. Va ga thoai mai thi nhan véi Rhyme, “T6i khong mudn ai
phai chét tai day cad. Nguwoi hanh khach ay sé thoat néu anh ta Ién xe ngay
khong chan chtr. Nhung t6i khong thé chd dgi thém.”
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“Ta hiéu dwoc ly do nguoi 1gi dung Vetter va Fishbem dé khién né cé vé
nhv Andi mudn ho phai chét, ho déu dinh dang t6i cac du 4n nang lwong thay
thé & Arizona. Ho la nhitng nan nhan hgp logic. Nhung tai sao nhém kia lai
muon giét Charlie Sommers? Cong viéc cia anh ta chang phai la phat trién
nang lwgng thay thé u?”

“Sommers?” Mot cai hat dau vé phia chiéc may phat dién. “T6i da nghe
thdy cac 6ng nhdc tGi anh ta. Va Bemie Wahl da t6 anh ta khi t6i dwa thw yéu
sach thit hai. A ma Wahl ciing da t6 cac 6ng nita...”

“Vi nguoi de doa sé lam gi? Cho dién giat chét ca nha anh ta a?”

“Phai!”

“Ta hau nhw khong trach anh ta dugc.”

Logan tiép tuc, “Nhuwng du ga Sommer nay la ai di chang nita thi ga ciing
chdng nam trong ké hoach.”

“Nguoi da gui Algonquin thw yeu sach tht ba ma! Co nghia nguoi phai
giét thém nguoi nao dé nita chit? Ngwoi khong gidang bay & trung tam hoi
nghi v?” Rhyme trong day bdi roi.

“Khong!”

ROi anh gdt dau ra y hiéu. “Tat nhién, ta. Ta 1a nan nhan tiép theo.”

Logan im lang mot chut, sgi day dién cang ra trong tay. “Phai.”

“Nguwoi bat dau toan bo vu viéc nay la vi ta.”

“T6i nhan nhiéu cudc goi. Nhung t6i da chd doi mot cong viéc sé dwa toi
quay lai New York.” Logan ctii dau xuéng. “Ong da suyt bit dwgc t6i khi toi
c6 mat tai ddy may nam trudc, va 6ng da khién cong viéc lan dy that bai. D6
la Ian dau tién c6 nguoi khién t6i khong hoan thanh dwgc hgp dong. Toi phai
hoan tra thu lao... Nhung van dé chang phai la tién, ma la no6i xau ho. Ho6
then. R6i ong lai suyt bat dwgc toi & Anh. Lan tiép theo, 6ng co 1€ sé gap may
man. D6 1a 1y do t6i nhan cong viéc khi Cavanaugh goi cho minh. T6i can
dén dugc gan ong.”

Logon ban khoan khong biét tai sao ga lai lwa chon nhitng t nglt d6. Ga
gat y nghi nay di, hoan thanh viéc c6 dinh day dat. Ga ding day. “Xin 10i.
Nhung t6i phai lam viéc nay.” R6i rét nudc xudng ngwc Rhyme lam so mi
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cta anh w6t sting. Nhw thé khéng dang hoang, tuy nhién ga bat budc phai lam
vay. “Tinh dan dién day!”

“Con Cong ly cho Tréi dat? Ciing khong lién quan t&i nguoi?”

“Khong. Toi chuwa bao gio nghe noi tai!”

Rhyme quan sat ga. “Vay bo chuyén mach diéu khién titr xa do nguoi ché
tao? N6 duwgc dau vao hop cau dao duédi gac nha ta u?”

“Phai.”

Rhyme tram ngam, “Dién... Ta da biét nhiéu diéu vé dién trong suét may
ngay qua.”

“T6i da nghién cttu vé n6 hang thang nay.”

“Galt da day nguoi kiém soat mdy tinh ctia Algonquin a?”

“Khoéng, 1a Cavanaugh. Ong ta dé 1dy cho t6i mat khdu man hinh dé xam
nhap hé thong.”

“A, chac chan r6i.”

Logan noéi, “Nhung toi cling da theo mot khéa vé SCADA noéi chung va hé
thong ctia Algonquin néi riéng.”

“Tat nhién, ngwoi da lam viéc d6.”

Logan tiép tuc, “T6i ngac nhién vi minh tré nén hitng tha dén vay. To6i von
van luén luén xem thuwong dién.”

“Vi kién thitc vé ché tao dong ho cia nguoi?”

“Chinh xac. Mot vién pin va mot con chip duwgc san xuat hang loat c6 thé
sanh ngang nang lyc cta nhitng chiéc dong ho lam bang tay tinh xdo nhat.”

Rhyme gat dau ra y hiéu. “Dong ho dién t&r c6 vé ré tién doi vdi nguoi.
Dau sao, viéc sit dung nang lwgng pin ciing lam giam vé dep ctia mot chiéc
dong ho. Lam gidm tinh nghé thuat.”

Logan cam thay noi phan chan lan khap nguwdi. Tham gia vao mét cude
chuyén tro nhu thé nay that hét sirc thu vi, hiém c6 ai ngang sitc ngang tai véi
gd. Va thuc té 1a nha hinh sw hoc biét ga dang cam thay gi! “Phai, phai, chinh
xac. Nhung roi, khi thyc hién céng viéc nay, to6i da thay doi quan diém. Tai
sao mot chi€c dong ho chi gio nho bo dao dong dwoc diéu chinh bang mot
tinh thé thach anh lai khong dang kinh ngac bang mét chiéc dong ho chay
bang banh rang, 10 xo va cac cai h6i? R6t cudc thi tat cad déu chiu anh hwdng
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pay

ctia vat ly. La con nguoi cta khoa hoc, 6ng sé danh gia dugc diu dé... O, va
cac chic ning phu? Ong biét cac chitc nang phu 1a gi ma.”

Rhyme noi, “Tat ca nhitng cai chuéng va nhitng céi coi lap trong dong ho.
Ngay thang, ky trang, tiét.”

Logan ngac nhién. Rhyme b6 sung thém, “O, ta ciing tirng nghién citu viéc
ché tao dong ho.”

bén dugc gan ong...

“Pong ho dién ti* bao gom tat ca cac chitc nang do6 va ca tram chitrc nang
khéac. Dong Timex Data Link . Ong biét chi?”

“Khong.” Rhyme noi.

“Bay gio ching da thudc loai kinh dién, nhitng chiéc déng ho deo tay noi
v6&i may tinh. Bao gid chi la mot trong hang trdm viéc ching cé thé lam. Cac
phi hanh gia da deo ching lén mat trang.”

Mot cai liéc mat nita sang man hinh may tinh. Khong c6 ai dang dén gan
ngoi nha.

“Va tat ca nhitng thay doi nay, nhitng tinh chat hién dai nay khong khién
nguoi buén buc sao?”

“Khong, don gian la né chitng té cha dé thoi gian da hoa nhap vao véi
cudc song cua chiung ta nhw thé nao. Chiing ta quén rang nhitng thg dong ho
da la nhitng nha cai cach cua Thung liing Silicon vao thoi dai cua ho. Ly do
u? Hay xem dy an nay. Thit vii khi méi an twgng lam sao, dong dién. T6i da
khién toan bo thanh pho ngtrng hoat dong trong vai ngay, chi vi dién. N6 la
mot phan nhu cau ty nhién ctia ching ta hién nay, mot phan sy song cua
ching ta. Chung ta khong thé ton tai ma khong cé né... Thoi dai doi thay.
Chung ta ciling phai thay d6i. Du rti ro cé thé nao. Du chiing ta c6 phai bo lai
gi dang sau.”

Rhyme noi, “Ta c6 mot nguyén vong.”

“T6i da diéu chinh cau dao & bang phan phéi nha 6ng. Ching sé chiu tai
gap ba 1an binh thudng. S& chéng vanh thdi. Ong sé ching cam thdy gi ca.”

“Ta khong bao gi0 c6 cdm xic qud manh trong bat c¥ sy kién nao,”
Rhyme noi.
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“T6i...” Logan cam thay y nhw ga vira ¢6 nhitng 16i 1€ hé hénh dang xau
ho. “T6i xin 16i. Toi da khong suy nghi.”

MGt cai gat dau ludng ly. “biéu ta dé nghi lién quan téi Amelia.”

“Sachs?”

“Khong c6 ly do gi dé tan cong co ay.”

Logan da can nhac viéc nay va lic bay gio ga no6i v6i Rhyme két luan cta
gd, “Khong, t6i khong c6 y dinh dé. Co ta sé c6 nghi luc dé tim kiém t6i. Co
su kién cwong. Nhung c6 ta khong ngang phan t6i. Co ta sé an toan.”

Va Rhyme thoang mim cuoi. “Cam on... Ta dang dinh no6i Richard. Nguoi
la Richard Logan, phai khong? Hay day la tén gia?”

“Pdy la tén that cta t6i.” Logan lai liéc mat qua man hinh. Via hé bén
ngoai vang tanh vang ngat. Chuwa cdng sw nao ctia Rhyme tré vé ca. Hoan
toan chi c6 g va nha hinh sy hoc. P4 dén lic. “Ong vo cling binh tinh.”

Rhyme dap, “Tai sao ta lai khong? Ta da song bang thdi gian vay muon
nhiéu nam nay roi. Moi ngay la mét sy ngac nhién khi ta thiee day.”

Logan suc vao chiéc tii dung dé nghé, quang ra san mot cuén day dién
nita, mang dau van tay cia Randall Jessen. R6i gd m& chiéc tti nho, déc
nguoc, dé toc cia Randall roi xuéng khodng san gan do.

Ga dung mot chiéc giay cua ngudi em trai in dau vao viing nwéc do. Sau
ddy, ga bo tri vai sgi toc vang ctia Andi Jessen, kém theo nhitng sgi vai rit ra
tir b vét cua chi ta treo ¢ tu dé do tai van phong.

Logan ngang nhin va kiém tra lai cac mo6i néi dién. Tai sao ga dang chan
chtr? C6 thé vi céi chét cia Rhyme doi vdi ga twong trung cho sy két thic
mot ky nguyén. Giét dwgc nha hinh sy hoc sé la sy nhe nhom vo cung.
Nhung n6 cling sé 1a sy mat mat ma ga mai mai cam thdy. Ga do rang minh
dang trdi nghiém thit cdm xtc khi mot nguwoi quyét dinh thdo g& khéi nguoi
than yéu ctia minh cdc may maéc duy tri sy song.

bén dugc gan ong...

Logan rat thiét bi diéu khién tir xa ra khéi tii do khoac, bwdc lui lai khéi
chiéc xe lan.

Lincoln Rhyme dang diém tinh quan sat ga. Anh thé dai va noi, “Té6i day,
ta nghi tat ca da duwgc phoi bay roi.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Logan do dy va nheo mat, nhin cham cham vao Rhyme. Cé céi gi d6 rat
khac trong giong cua nha hinh sy hoc khi 0ng ta n6i nhitng 101 d6. Ca nét mat
ong ta nita. Va anh mat... anh mat bong nhién la anh mat cua loai an thit.

Richard Logan thyc sy da rung minh khi ga dot ngot hiéu rang cai cau phi
1y kia, dwgc néi mét cach hét site phi 1y, hoan toan chang dé noéi véi ga.

N6 la mot thong diép. Danh cho mot nguoi khac.

“Ong da 1am gi?” Logan thi thao, tim nén thinh thich. G& nhin chim chim
vao man hinh chiéc may tinh nhd. Khong c6 dau hiéu nao la c6 ai dang tré vé
ngoi nha.

Nhung... nhung néu ngay tir dau bon ho da khong di ddu thi sao?

Oi, khong...

Logan nhin cham cham vao Rhyme, r6i &n ngon tay vao hai nit trén chiéc
diéu khién chuyén mach ttr xa.

Khong co gi xay ra.

Rhyme noi nghe kho khan, “Ngay sau khi nguoi 1én gac, mot trong nhitng
si quan cua ching ta da gd no ra r6i.”

“Khong.” Logan hon hén.

Mot tiéng ket trén san vang lén dang sau ga. Ga xoay nguwoi lai.

“Richard Logan, ditng dong day!” D6 la nit tham t&* ma ho vira nhac dén,
Amelia Sachs. “Gio hai tay ra. Néu dong day tay, anh sé bi ban.”

Sau lung c6 c6 hai nguoi dan 6ng khac. Logan nghi ho cling la canh sat.
Mot to béo, mdc bo com lé mau xanh lam nhau nhi. Nguoi kia, manh khanh,
madc so mi dai tay, deo kinh gong den.

Ca ba dang chia sung vao ga.

Nhung anh mat Logan dirng lai & Amelia Sachs, ngwdi cé vé mudn bép co
sung nhat. Ga nhan ra Rhyme da dat cau héi vé Sachs dé thong bao véi ho
rang anh chuan bi néi nhitng cau than cha doé va bat bay.

T6i day, toi nghi tat ca da dugc phoi bay roi...

Nhung hau qua 1a c6 chac da nghe thay Logan nhan xét vé co, vé ky nang
thua kém cta co.

Tuy nhién, khi c6 budc tGi tra cong vao tay ga, cung cach lai cuc ky
chuyén nghiép, gan nhw nhe nhang. R6i c6 day ga nam xudng san, gan nhu
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khong gay dau dén.

Vién canh sat to béo budc téi, vivon tay cam cudn day dién quan xung
quanh nguoi Rhyme.

“Xin hdy deo gang vao.” Nha hinh sy hoc diém tinh noi.

Vién canh sat to béo ngan ngtr. R6i deo d6i gang cao su vao, go bé sgi day
dién. Anh ta néi vao bo dam, “O day da an toan. Anh c6 thé déng cau dao
lai.”

Lat sau, dén bat sang trung trong can phong va gitta tiéng lach cach caa
cac thiét bi hoat dong tré lai, cac linh kién dién ti 1ap lanh anh dé, xanh,
trang, Richard Logan, Thg Pong H6, da dugc doc cho nghe nhitng quyén ctia
minh.
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Chuong 79

Pa t6i thoi diém cta nhitng tinh cach anh hung.

No6i chung khong thudc dia hat ctia cac nha sang ché.

Charlie Sommers quyét dinh rang anh ta da got 16p cach dién cta sgi cap
nhe d6 du roi, va vi thé da san sang hanh dong.

Vé mat ly thuyét, cach lam nay sé cé tac dung.

Rui ro 13, ban chat qua muon tré vé véi dat, ngay liuc dugce dwa dén gan
nguon nodi dat, dién 4p kinh khung trong dwong day cap vao trung tam hoi
nghi sé phong cung Itta dién sang sgi cap, nuot ludn than thé anh ta vao mot
luéng plasma. Anh ta chi cach nén bé tong chirng ba mét, ma anh ta tirng xem
cac video vé ho quang dién thdy cac cung Itra dai t6i bon mét rudi.

Nhuwng Sommers da cho dgi du 1au r6i.

Budc dau tién. N6i sgi cap vGi duwong day chinh.

Anh ta nghi vé vg, vé nhitng dita con - va nhitng dita con khac nita: nhitng
phat minh anh ta da cho ra doi nhiéu nam qua - anh ta viron vé phia duwong
day mang dién, roi, hit sau mot hoi, dat sgi cap nhe vao ddy, vdi hai ban tay
tran.

Khong cé gi xdy ra. Cho tdi lic bay gio, moi viéc déu tot dep. Than thé
anh ta va hai sgi day dién dang mang nang lwgng nhuw nhau. Thyc t€, Charlie
Sommers don gian 1a mot phan cua duwong day 138.000 volt do.

Anh ta quan doan céap tran xung quanh duong day chinh. Anh ta xoan chat
dé tao tiép xuc tot.

Nam phan con boc 16p cach dién ctia sgi cap nhe, anh ta tw tir du vé phia
sau, trong chiéc quang lam bang voi chita chay rat dang ngo, va cham cham
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nhin vao cho anh ta da lwa chon dé déng mach: M6t khung ram nho 1én trén
tran nhung quan trong hon doéi véi muc dich cta anh ta, né dam sau vao dat.

Noi tat ca cdc dong dién déu cé mét ban ndng nguyén thuy la trd ve.

Khung ram & cach dé do hai mét.

Charlie Sommers bat cuwoi khe khé.

Viéc lam nay that ngdc nghéch qua. Khoanh khac cai ddu da dugc boc 16
cla sgi cap tién tdi gan khung kim loai kia, dong dién sé thay trudc su tiép
xdc va sé phong ra trong mot phat né hé quang cuc ky 16n. Plasma, Itta va
cac hat kim loai néng chay, tat ca sé bay véi téc do 900m/giay...

Nhung anh ta bat budc phai lam vay.

Nao!

Chdt dirt dau con qudi vdt...

Anbh ta bat dau dwa sgi cap téi gan khung kim loai.

Hai mét, mot mét rudi, mot mét hai...

“Nay! Charlie? Charlie Sommers?”

Anh ta ha héc miéng. Pau sgi cap dung dwa manh, nhuwng anh ta nhanh
choéng cudn no lai.

“Ai day?” Anh ta budt hoéi trede khi nhan ra do c6 thé 1a em trai ctia Andi
Jessen dén dé cho anh ta xoi mdt phat stng.

“Ron Pulaski day. Toi la si quan canh sat lam viéc vgi tham tr Sachs.”

“0, sa0?” Sommers hén hén. “Anh lam gi & day?”

“Chung t6i da c6 gang goi cho anh su6t niva tiéng dong ho vira qua.”

“Roi khéi day di, anh canh sat. Nguy hiém day!”

“Chung t6i khong thé lién lac dwgc. Ching t6i goi cho anh ngay sau khi
anh noi chuyén xong v6i Amelia va Lincoln.”

Sommers lay lai giong vitng vang, “Toi khong mang theo cai dién thoai
chét tiét. Nghe nay, t6i sé cat dién ¢ day, toan bo khu vic nay. D6 1a cach duy
nhat dé ngan chan han. Sé xdy ra mot vu...”

“Han da bi ngan chan roi.”

“Cai gi?”

“Vang, ho ctt t6i tGi day tim anh. D€ bao anh rang nhitng gi ho néi véi anh
trén dién thoai chi gid vo thé théi. Ho biét 1a ké giét nguwdi dang lang nghe va

https://thuviensach.vn



ho khong thé néi véi anh ké hoach thue s dwge. Ching t6i phai khién han
nghi la ching toi tin twéng & day sé xay ra tan cong. Ngay sau khi t6i roi khéi
cho Lincoln, t6i da c6 gang goi cho anh. Nhung khong thé lién lac duge. Co
nguoi noi trong thay anh di xuéng dudi nay.”

Lay Chua trén thién duong.

Sommers nhin cham chdm sgi cap ling lang phia dwéi. Dong dién trong
dwong day cap vao trung tam hoi nghi bat cit Itic nao cling c6 thé quyét dinh
la n6 mu6n theo mot 16i tat tré vé nha va Sommers sé hoan toan bién mat.

Pulaski héi to, “Thé, chinh xac anh dang lam gi & trén ay?”

Tu sat.

Sommers ttr ti thu sgi cap 1én, roi du dén gan duwong day chinh va bat dau
g0 moi noi, chd dgi - khong phdi noi la chac chan - sé nghe thay, bat ci ltc
nao, trong mot khoanh khac rat, rat ngan ngui, tiéng no cua tia Itta dién, khi
anh ta tr biét cudc séng.

Khodang thoi gian g& moi n6i dwong nhw kéo dai vo tan.

“T6i c6 thé lam gi khong?”

Co6 day, hay im mom di.

“Um, ci? lui lai va chd toi mot phut, anh canh sat.”

“Tat nhién roi.”

R6t cudc thi sgi cap da roi khoi duwong day cap dién va Sommers tha n6
xuong san. Anh ta tut khoi cai quang lam bang voi chita chdy, hai tay bam lay
né du dwa mot 1at, xong budng nguwdi roi xuéng nam de 1én trén sgi cap.

Cu roi xuéng dau & am nhwng anh ta da ditng day, kiém tra xem c6 gay
xuwong khong. Anh ta cdm thay khong cé cai xwong nao gay.

“Luc nay, anh c néi gi vay?” Pulaski hoi.

Sommers da dién cuong nhac di nhac lai cau than chd: Hdy & yén day, hay
¢ yén ddy, hdy ¢ yén day...

Nhung anh ta bdo anh chang canh sat, “Khéng cé gi.” R6i anh ta phui bui
trén quan va nhin quanh quat, héi, “Nay, anh canh sat?”

“Gla?”

“Doc duong xudng day, anh c6 tinh cd di qua nha vé sinh nao khong?”
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Chuong 80

“Charlie Sommers khong sao,” Sachs néi to r6i day dién thoai ra. “Ron vira
goi.
Rhyme cau may. “Anh khéng biét la anh ta c6 van dé gi khong 6n day.”

“Co vé nhu anh ta dang dinh lam nguwdi hung. Anh ta dinh cat dién trung
tam hoi nghi. Ron tim thay anh ta dugi tang ham v&i mot sgi day dién va may
thi dung cu. Anh ta dang dung dwa trén tran.”

“Lam gi?”

“Em khong biét.”

“Anh ta gap phién phitc vGi cau ‘hdy & yén day’ & cho nao?”

»

Sachs nhun vai.

“Em khong thé goi cho anh ta a?”

“Anh ta khong mang dién thoai theo. Chuyén gi ma cd tram nghin volt
ay.”

Em trai Andi Jessen ciling khong sao, tuy ban thiu, doéi khat va titc t6i phat
dién. Anh ta dd dugc 16i ra khéi khoang sau chiéc xe tdi mau trang dé & con
hém dang sau ng6i nha ciia Rhyme. LLogan da khong cho anh ta an uéng gi va
gilr anh ta trong bong t6i - theo ca hai nghia. Randall da d6 rang minh bj roi
vao mot ké hoach bat céc tong tién nguwoi chi gai CEO giau c6. Randall
khong hé biét gi vé nhitng vu tdn cong vira qua, va dv dinh ctia Logan duong
nhuw sé la dé dién giat chét anh ta dwdi tang ham ngdi nha cua Rhyme, nhw thé
khi dang g& bo chuyén mach ra thi anh ta da so y cham vao dwong day mang
dién. Anh ta da doan tu véGi chi gai, nguwoi truéc day da nghe Gary Noble
thong bao tinh hinh.
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Rhyme ban khoan ti hoi liéu chi ta sé cé phan ttng dap lai hay khong, doi
v&i thye t€ 1a muc tiéu tan cong cua chi ta trén bao chi - thé gidi nang lwgng
thay thé - ditng dang sau vu viéc.

Rhyme héi, “Con Bob Cavanaugh? Thang cha diéu hanh cong viéc hang
ngay?”

“Nguoi cia McDaniel da bat 6ng ta. Hang tan hoé so vé cac cong ty nang
lwgng thay thé méi di vao hoat dong ma nhitng ké mwu d6 cé ké hoach lam
an cung sau khi doat dugc Algonquin. Co quan Diéu tra sé 1dy nhitng cai tén
khac tir may tinh va lich st cudc goi cua ong ta, néu 6ng ta khong chiu hop
tac.”

Mot nhom bdo vé moi truong. ..

Rhyme ltic bdy gio nhan ra Richard Logan, bi cong tay chan ng6i trén
chiéc ghé dya gitta hai canh sat khu virc mac dong phuc, dang néi véi anh.
Bang giong phan tich lanh lung, ké giét nguwdi nhac lai, “Mot man kich u?
Héa ra tat ca chi 1a v vit. Ong da biét ngay tir dau.”

“Ta da biét.” Rhyme than trong dap. Mac du ga da khang dinh cai tén
Richard Logan, cting khong thé nghi vé ga dwdi cai tén do duge. Doi véi
Rhyme, ga luén luon la Thg Bong Ho. Bo mat thay doi, phai, sau phau thuat
thim my, nhing 4nh mat la cia cuing mét con ngudi titng chitng t6 moi suy
nghi déu mau le chang kém gi Rhyme. Tham chi, ddi lic, con mau le hon. Va
khong bi kiém téa bdi lwong tam hay phap luat.

Cong chan rat chac chan va cong tay rat chat, nhung Lon Sellitto van ngo6i
gan do6, dé mat t6i ga dan ong, nhw thé vién canh sat nghi Logan dang st
dung kha nang tri tué to 16n ctia minh dé 1én ké hoach tron thoat.

Nhuwng Rhyme tin twéng rang khong phdi vay. Anh mat sac ctia ké ti nhan
da quan sat khap can phong va cac si quan canh sat khac, dé di t6i két luan
rang chong cu chang lgi 16¢ gi ca.

“Vay,” Logan néi giong déu déu, “bang cach nao ma ong biét dugc?” Ga
c6 vé thue su to mo.

Trong luc Sachs va Cooper ghi chép, dong géi nhitng chitng c@@ mdi,
Rhyme, ban than von day kiéu hanh, san sang théa man cau héi cta ga. “Khi
mat vu FBI cta chiing ta néi vGi ta rang thu pham la mot ké khac, chit chang
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phai Galt, ta da thuc sy bi chan dong. Nguwoi biét ddy, viéc vach ra gia dinh
cling c6é cac rai ro... Sudt tir dau, ta c cho rang Galt la tha pham. Nhung
mot khi y twéng dé da bi 1at nguwgc, ta bat dau suy nghi lai toan bg.” Rhyme
mim cuoi trede cai t tinh cd nay ra trong tam tri anh, “Toan bd cung t0i ac
nay. Xem xét cai bay giang tai treong hoc: Muc dich ctia viéc ¢ gang sat hai
chi hai hay ba canh sat théi l1a gi? Va vGi chiéc may phat dién kéu xinh xich?
Ta bat chgt 16e 1én y nghi rang dé chang phai la cach rat tot dé dwa mot vat
chitng vao dugc phong thi nghiém, da to dé gidau dugc mot chiéc microphone
hay sao.

“Ta tam coi nhu chiéc may phat dién da dugc gan rép va nguoi dang lang
nghe. Vi thé ta bat dau dai dong dwa ra gid thiét méi lién quan t6i Andi
Jessen va em trai chi ta, chd ma cac chitng ci¢ hién nhién dang dan ching ta
dén. Nhung dong thoi ta cling gd nhitng buwdc hanh dong cho tat ca moi nguoi
trong phong thi nghiém. Tat ca lic dy déu dang doc qua vai ta. Ta yéu cau
Mel, cOng s cua ta, ra soat chiéc may phat dién tim thiét bi nghe trom... vay
nhv réng. O, néu ngwoi dd mudn ching ta phét hién ra chiéc may phét dién,
c6 nghia moi ching ¢ trén chiéc may phat dién déu la dan dung théi. Vay
bat cit ai da bi cac chitng ci¥ chi ra déu khong lién quan tdi may vu tdn cong
kia: Andi Jessen va em trai chi ta vo t9i.”

Logan cau may. “Nhwng ong chwa lic nao ngo vuc ba ta u?”

“Phai, da c6 luc ta nghi ngo. Ching ta da nghi Andi néi d6i minh. Nguoi
nghe thay diéu d6 qua microphone ha?”

“Phai, tuy t6i khong chac chan y 6ng la gi.”

“Chi ta n6i v6i Sachs rang chi ta thita hwéng cac ky nang tir cha minh.
Nhu thé chi ta da giau di thuwe té chi ta tirng 1a thg dat dwong day va biét cach
tao ra ho quang dién. Nhung néu nguoi suy nghi vé nhitng gi chi ta noi, chi ta
dau c6 phu nhan minh tirng lam viéc trong linh vic nay, chi ta chi dang noi
nang khiéu ctia chi ta chu yéu la & Iinh vyc kinh doanh... Vay, néu khong
phai la Andi va em trai chi ta, thi la ai? Ta ti€p tuc ra soat lai cac chitng c.”
Rhyme liéc nhin nhitng tdm bang. “Mdt s6 thi chwa dwgc giai thich. Ta c
suy nghi mai vé chiéc 16 xo0.”

“Chiéc 10 xo? Phdi, 6ng da dé cap tGi né.”
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“Chung ta phat hién ra mot day téc bé ti ti & mot trong s6 cac hién treong.
Gan nhu khong thé trong thady duwgce. Ching ta da nghi né c6 1€ tir mot thiét bi
hen gi& cho mot bd chuyén mach nao d6. Nhung ta di dén két luan rang néu
né co6 thé tit mot thiét bi hen gid thi n6 cling c6 thé tit mot chiéc dong ho.
Diéu ay, tat nhién, khién ta nghi vé nguoi.”

“Mot day toc a?” Nét mat Logan thé hién noi that vong. “T6i luén ludn st
dung con lan dé lan quan ao,” ga hat dau chi céi gia xép nhitng con lan long
ché méo dwoc dat gan ban kham nghiém, “dé dam bdo ldy hét cac dau vét
trwdc khi tién hanh cong viéc. N6 han da roi vao gau quan lo-vé cua t6i. Va
ong muodn biét chuyén khoi hai nay khong, Lincoln? Né chac roi vao day vi
toi dang don dep rat nhiéu vat dung, dung cu cii. Luc trwde toi da néi vai
ong... Toi dam mé mét cai y twdng ché tao mét chiéc dong ho dién ti. Do 1a
cong viéc t6i dang dinh tiép theo day sé thir lam. T6i mudn ché tao ra chiéc
dong ho hoan hdo nhat thé gigi. Tham chi hoan hdo hon chiéc dong ho
nguyén ti ctia chinh pha. Nhung 1la mot chiéc dién ti.”

Rhyme tiép tuc, “Va r6i ta da nhin nhan dwgc tat ca. Két luan cta ta vé cac
birc thw, ma Galt phai viét vi bi ham doa, sé hgp ly néu nguoi la ké da doc
ching. Nhién liéu thay thé dung cho mday bay phan lwc a? N6 duwgc tht
nghiém chu yéu véi cac may bay quan sy, nhung diéu doé c6 nghia la né ciing
duwgc thir nghiém v6i mot s6 chuyén bay thwong mai hay tw nhan. Ta két luan
rang sé khong c6 ly néu nhu ké nao day lén ké hoach tan cong mot san bay
hodc mot can ¢t quan su, an ninh xung quanh hé thong dién nhitng noi ay
qua chat ché. Vay dau vét kia tir dau ra? Boi canh san bay duy nhat xuat hién
gan day hoan toan khong lién quan tdi vu 4n nay, né lién quan téi nguoi, &
Mexico. Va ching ta da tim thdy mot sgi vai mau xanh 1a cdy & mot trong so
cac hién treong... né chinh xac la mau dong phuc cta canh sat Mexico. Va
no co chita nhién liéu dung cho may bay.”

“T6i dé lai mot sgi vai a?” Logan lic bdy gio thay tic toi chinh ban than
minh. Tt¥c t6i phat dién 1én dugc.

“Ta do la nguwoi veong phai n6 khi gap g& Arturo Diaz tai san bay truwéc
khi nguoi bay tréd vé Philadelphia bat coc Randall Jessen va lai xe tGi New
York.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Logan chi c6 thé thd dai, xac nhan gia thiét cia Rhyme.

“Cha, dé la gia thiét cia ta, vé sy lién quan ctia nguwoi. Nhung dé méi
thuan tay la sw suy doan, cho tdi lic ta nhan ra rang minh cé cau tra 10i ngay
treéc mat. Cau tra 10i dat khoat.”

“Y 6ng la gi?”

“ADN. Chung ta c6 két qua phan tich vét mau tim thay trén canh ctra kiém
soat gan vu tan cong tram dién dau tién. Nhung chiing ta chwa hé kiém tra
qua Hé thong Danh muc ADN phéi hgp. Tai sao ching ta phdi kiém tra?
Chung ta da biét danh tinh ctia Galt r6i.”

Pay la buwdc kiém tra cudi cung. Truwdc doé it phiut, Rhyme go ra nhiém vu
cta Cooper - anh khong thé chi dao bang 16i vi chiéc may phat dién c6 gan
micro nghe trom - la yéu cau phong thi nghiém xét nghiém ADN g&i mau
mau dé kiém tra qua Hé thong Danh muc ADN phéi hgp. “Chting ta da c6
ADN ctia nguoi trong lan nguoi tdi New York thyc thi cong viéc vai nam
trwdc. Ta dang doc két qua khang dinh chiing thi ngwoi xuat hién. Ta voi vang
chuyén cac man hinh.”

Nét mat Logan cang ra vi noi tirc t6i doi vai chinh ban than ga. “Phai,
phai... Trong tram dién, & cho canh ctra kiém soat, ngon tay t6i bi cita vao go
sat sac. T6i da c6 gang hét sirc lau mau di, nhung van lo lang rang ong sé
phat hién ra. Pé l1a ly do t6i b6 tri gay no ac-quy, nham x6a dau vét ADN...”

“Nguyén tac cua Locard.” Rhyme trich dan 16i nha t6i pham hoc héi dau
thé ky XX. “Tai moi hién trudng vu an, bao gio cling c6 sy trao doi dau
vét...”

Logan néi tiép, “... gitta ké pham t6i va nan nhan hodc gitta ké pham t6i
va noi ké pham t6i cu tri. N6 c6 thé rat kho phat hién ra, nhung moi lién
quan do6 bao gid cling ton tai. Va nhiém vu cia moéi nhan vién kham nghiém
hién treong la phat hién ra mét bang chitng chung dan dén danh tinh cta thu
pham, néu chwa phai la dan dén bac thém nha tha pham.”

Rhyme khong thé nao khong bat cwgi. Poan trich dan nay la caa chinh
anh, dya theo ly luan cia Locard. N6 da xudt hién trong mot bai bao vé kham
nghiém hién tredng anh mai viét cach day hai, ba thang. Richard Logan c6 vé
cling da lam bai tap @ nha.
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Hay dé khong chi la sy tim hiéu?

D6 la ly do t6i nhdn cong viéc... Toéi can dén dugc gan 6ng...

Logan néi, “Ong ching nhitng 1a nha hinh sy hoc 6 tai, 6ng con 1a mot
dién vién c6 tai. Ong da danh lira duoc toi.”

“Tw trwde téi nay, ban than ngwoi cling c6 phan lam dwogc diéu ay, phai
khong?”

Hai nguwoi dan 6ng nhin nhau, d&nh mat diém tinh. Ro6i dién thoai cta
Sellitto reo chudng, anh ta trao d6i ngan gon va két thic lién lac. “Xe da
dén.”

Ba canh sat xudt hién trén ngudng ctra, hai ngwdi mac dong phuc, mot
tham t* toc ndu mdc quan jean mau xanh lam, so mi mau xanh lam va 4o vét
nau vang. Anh ta c6 nu cudi dé dai, ma ngudi ta khong thay la n6 dé dai cho
lam vi thye té anh ta deo hai bén hong hai khau sting ngan tw dong rat 16n.

“Nay, Roland.” Amelia Sachs mim cu0i noi.

Rhyme chao, “Lau roi khéng gap anh.”

“Chao anh. Cha, anh ti minh tém c6 dugc ké td6i pham & day co day.”
Roland Bell chuyén lén day tr mot van phong canh sat truwéng & Bac
Carolina. Anh ta da lam tham t&¢ S& Canh sat New York dugc mdy nam
nhing van con cai giong milii rat ndng ctia dan song phia nam mién Trung Dai
Tay Duong. Anh ta chuyén vé bao vé nhan chitng va dam bdo cac nghi pham
khong tron thoat dugc. Chang ai lam céng viéc nay giéi hon anh ta. Rhyme
hai Iong vi anh ta 1a nguwdi ap tdi Tho Bong Ho tGi trai giam. “Han sé dwoc
san soc chu dao.”

Sau céi hat dau cta Bell, vién cdnh sat khu vic do Logan ditng ddy. Bell
kiém tra cong chan, cong tay va luc soat khap ngwoi ga. Anh ta gat dau, ho
cung nhau di ra ctta. Thg Bong Ho6 ngoai lai, khiém nhuwdong néi, “Toi sé gap
lai 6ng, Lincoln.”

“Ta biét ngwoi sé gap lai ta. Ta mong tGi lic do.”

Nu cwoi cia nghi pham dwgc thay thé bang vé boi roi.

Rhyme tiép tuc, “Vé&i tw cach chuyén gia khdm nghiém hién truwong, ta sé
lam nhan ching tai phién toa xét x& nguwoi.”
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“Cé thé & do. Co thé & mot cho khac.” Ga dan 6ng dwa anh mat vé phia
chiéc Breguet. “Dtrng quén 1én giay cho no.”
N6i r6i ga quay budc di.
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Chuong 81

“Toi rat tiéc phdi no6i vdi ngai, Rodoflo.”

Hoan toan chang con cdi giong huyén ndo nhw moi khi. “Arturo? Khong.
T6i hau nhw khéng tin dugc.”

Rhyme tiép tuc, giai thich vé am mwu do Diaz sap dat - giét sép ctia minh
va lam cho n6 c6 vé nhu hé qua ctia mot vu am sat & Mexico City.

Trong khoang yén lang tiép theo d6, Rhyme héi, “Han tirng 1a ban bé u?”

“A, tinh ban.. T6i muon noéi, doi véi nhitng sy phan boi, nguwdi vo nga véi
mot ga dan ong khac, roi tré vé nha, cham nom con céi, ndu cho anh bita an
nong hoi, nhu thé con it toi 16i hon ngwoi ban phan boi anh vi 1ong tham. Anh
néi gi tredc diéu do, Pai iy Rhyme?”

“Sw phan boi la dau hiéu cua sv that.”

“A, Pai iy Rhyme, anh la mot Phat t? Hay anh theo dao Hindu?”

Rhyme phai bat cuwoi. “Khong.”

“Nhung anh dang triét ly... T6i nghi cau tra 16i 1a Arturo Diaz 1a mot canh
sat Mexico va do la 1y do day du dé anh ta lam viéc minh da lam. Cudc song
dwdi nay rat khon cung.”

“Nhung ngai van kién dinh. Ngai van chién dau.”

“Pung. Nhung t6i 1a ké ngéc nghéch. Rat giong anh, anh ban cua toi a.
Anh khong thé kiém hang triéu bang cach viét bao cao an ninh cho cac doanh
nghiép sao?”

Nha hinh su hoc dap, “Nhung cong viec do co gi thu vi nao?”

Giong cuwoi chan that, &m ap. Nguoi dan 6ng Mexico hoi, “Bay gio thi
chuyén gi sé tdi vGi han?”
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“Logan? Han sé bi két t0i giét nguwdi vi nhitng tdi ac vira thue hién. Va vi
nhitng t6i ac da thyc hién & ddy may nam trudc.”

“Han c6 bi két an t hinh khéng?”

“Han c6 thé bi két an, nhung han sé khéng bi hanh quyét.”

“Tai sao? Tai nhitng ngwoi theo cht nghia tw do & My ma t6i sudt ngay
nghe néi tGi ay a?”

“Van deé phitc tap hon thé. D6 la mot trong nhitng quan diém chinh tri nhat
thoi. Hién tai, thong doc bang khong muén hanh quyét bat ct ti nhan nao,
bat ké ho da pham tdi gi, vi n6 sé dan dén ray ra.”

“Pdc biét 1a cho t tu.”

“Quan diém cta o6ng dy khong quan trong lam trong vu viéc nay.”

“T6i nghi la khong. Cha, bat chap céi kiéu khoan dung nhu thé, t6i nghi la
toi thich nwéc My, Pai ty a. Cé thé t6i sé 1én qua bién giGi va trd thanh
nguwoi nhap cw bat hgp phap. Toi sé lam viéc trong tiém McDonald’s va xtr 1y
cac vu pham toi vao ban dém.”

“T0i sé bao lanh cho ngai, Rodoflo.”

“Ha. Kha nang t6i sang bén d6 cling giong nhu kha nang anh sang Mexico
City thudng thi'c mon com ga Mexico va rugu tequila vay.”

“Phai, cling ding thé that. Tuy t6i lic nay rat mudn dwgc thuwdng thic
regu tequila.”

“Bay gio, t6i e la minh phai di don dep cai s& cta toi, n6 da roi thanh mot
mé& bong bong r6i. T6i c6 thé...”

Giong noi nho lai.

“Gi thé, ngai Chi huy?”

“T6i c6 thé sé c6 vai cau hoi vé bang chitng. T6i biét nhw thé 1a hoi qua
mao mudi, nhung co 1€ t6i co thé dé nghi anh.”

“T6i vui mirng duwgc giup dd, theo bat ¢t cach nao c6 thé.”

“Rat t6t.” Lai mot trang cuwdi khodi trad. “Coé thé vai nam nita, trong treong
hop may man, toi ciing sé thém dwoc nhitng chit than ky dy vao sau tén
minh.”

“Nhitng chir than ky gi?”

“HUU TRI.”
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“Ngai u? Huu tri, ngai Chi huy?”

“Toi dang dua thoi, Pai uy a. Chuyén nghi hvu khong danh cho nhitng con
ngwoi nhue ching ta. Ching ta con song la con lam viéc. Hay cau nguyén rang
ching ta sé con nhiéu thoi gian. Bay gio thi, anh ban cta t6i, xin tam biét.”

Ho két thuc lién lac. R6i Rhyme lénh cho dién thoai thuc hién mot cude
goi cho Kathilyn Dance & California. Anh thong bao véi co6 viéc bat git
Richard Logan. Ho trao d6i ngan gon. Khong phdi vi anh dang khong mu6n
néi chuyén, ma hoan toan nguoc lai: Anh dang qua xtc dong trwéc thang logi
cua minh.

Nhung dv am cda con tang phadn xa van con dong trén nguwdi anh nhw
swong gia. Anh dwa dién thoai cho Sachs, hai ngwoi phu ni néi nhitng
chuyén phu nit, con anh bao Thom mang rugu Glenmorangie ra.

“Vui long mang loai muwdi tdm nam nhé. Xin chu y thé va xin cdm on.”

Thom hao phéng rét regu vao chiéc coc vai, r6i dat céc vao gia gilt coc
gan miéng sép anh ta. Rhyme uéng bang ong hut. Anh thuwéng thic cai vi
khoi cua regu scotch, sau dé nudt xuéng. Anh cam thdy sw am ap, dé chiu,
tuy no6 cling khién anh cam thay ro rét hon sy mét méi ra roi da ché ngy anh
trong sudt khodng mot tuan vira qua.

Khi Sachs két thic cudc goi, anh héi, “Em ngoi v6i anh chit, Sachs?”

“Chac chan roi.”

“Anh cam thdy mu6n nghe nhac.” Rhyme noéi.

“Jazz a?”

“Phai.”

Anh chon Dave Brubeck, ban thu tir mot budi hoa nhac tryc tiép hoi
nhitng nam sdu mwoi. Giai diéu dao dau, Take Five, cat 1én, roi, v6i nhip 5/4
ddc biét ctia n6, giong hat phat ra qua loa, khan khan va day sttc lan toa.

Trong ltc Sachs rét regu, ngoi xuong bén canh Rhyme, anh mat c6 nhin
bang quo cac bang chitng cit. “Chiing ta quén mat mét viéc, Rhyme.”

“Viéc gi?”

“Cai nhom khing bé d6? Cong ly cho Trai dat ay ma.”

“N6 bay gid la vu an ctia McDaniel. Néu ching ta phat hién dugc ching
c? gi thi anh da quan tdm hon. Pang nay... chang c6 gi cd.” Rhyme hép mot
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ngum regu nita va lai cdm thay dot song moi mét dai dang bao vay lay minh.
Tuy nhién, anh cling c6 gang dua. “Ca nhan anh cho rang do6 chi 1a mot cudc
goi nham so t* mién dam may thoi.”
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Chuong 82

Khong khi hoi hé cia Ngay Trai dat dang dén do cao trao.

Vao lic sdu gio hai muoi trong budi téi vui vé tuy lanh lanh va day may
nay, mot mat vu FBI ditng & ria Bai Chan Citru, lwét nhin ddam déng, hau hét
dang tham gia biéu tinh phan d6i khong cai nay thi cai khac. Mat so té chirc
da ngoai ngoai troi. Mot so 1a khach du lich. Nhung phan 16n ddm dong nam
muoi nghin ngwdi nay c6 vé chi la dang tirc t6i v6i khong chuyén no thi
chuyén kia: chuyén dm lén toan cau, chuyén dau mé, chuyén cac doanh
nghiép 16n, khi co khi nha kinh.

Va metan.

DPac vu Timothy Conradt chép chép mat nhin nhém ngwdi dang phan doi
viéc x1 hoi @ bo. Khi metan do gia suc san sinh xem chung cling gay thung
tang ozon.

Bo6 danh ram.

MGt thé gidi méi dién ro lam sao.

Conradt dang dién bg ria mép cdi trang, quan jean va so mi rong thung
thinh gidu vii khi, b dam. Lic sang, vo anh ta da dung ban la tao nép nhan
cho quan 4o cua anh ta, pht quyét céi y twédng mac nguyén quan do do di ngu
dé trong c6 vé ‘ty nhién’.

Anh ta cling chang ham md gi nhitng ké theo chti nghia tw do bat can suy
nghi va nhitng ké ban ditng dat nwéc nhan danh... cha, ai biét 1a cai gi nhi?
Su théda man, chau Au, cht nghia toan cau, chii nghia xa hoi, théi nhat gan.

Nhung anh ta c6 mot diém chung véi nhitng ngwoi nay, dé la moi truong.
Cac hoat dong ngoai troi chiém vi tri quan trong trong cudc song cula
Conradt. San ban, cau c4, di bo viét da. Do d6, anh ta thay thong cam véi ho.
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Anh ta dang than trong quan sat dam dong vi mac du thu pham tén la Tho
Pong Ho6 da bi tom c¢6, Phé Truwdng van phong Tlicker McDaniel van chac
chan rang cai nhém Cong ly cho Trai dat kia sé ra tay hanh dong. Cac dit liéu
SIGINT thuyét phuc dén mic khong biét gi vé cong nghé nhw Conradt cling
phai thtta nhan. Cong ly cho Trai dat. Hay, theo cach cadc mat vu goi bay gio,
dwdi su chi dao cia McDaniel, 1a JFTE - phat am 1a “Juf-tee.”

Nhitng nhém mat vu va canh sat S Canh sat NeW York dwgc trién khai
khap thanh pho, kiém soat trung tam hoi nghi gan séng Hudson, mot cudc
diéu hanh trong Cong vién Battery va budi tdp hgp nay trong Cong vién
Trung tam.

Gia thiét cia McDaniel 1a ho da doc sai moi lién quan giita Richard
Logan, Lién hgp bien lyc Algonquin va JFTE, nhung cling c6 kha nang
nhom nay da xay dung lién minh v&i mot co s¢ Hoi gido cuc doan.

Cdu trtic cong sinh.

Cam giac cia cd nhan Conradt, sau nhiéu nam hoat dong dwong pho, la
JFTE c6 thé ton tai that, nhung né chi la mét nhom nhitng ké 1ap di, cha de
doa tdi ai cad. Anh ta ci di tho than, tuy nhién lu6n luon dé y tim kiém nhitng
do6i twgng mang ddc diém phu hgp. Quan sat xem tay ho dat & dau trén nguwoi,
quan sat mot so loai ba lo nhat dinh va nhitng dang di c6 thé cho thay kha
nang ho dang mang vii khi hay chat n6 ty tao. Quan sat nhitng cai cam trang
xanh ggi gia thiét vé bd rdu quai nén mdi cao, hodac mét phu nit bat giac tw s¢
vao téc minh, c6 thé cho thiy c6 ta dang cam thdy thiéu thodi mai khi lan dau
tién ké tir lic buwdc vao tudi thiéu nién, & noi cong cong ma khéng deo mang
trum dau.

Va ludn lubn: quan sat nhitng cap mat.

Twr dau dén gio, Conradt da trong thay nhitng cap mat chan thanh, nhitng
cap mat tinh rui, nhitng cdp mat hiéu ky.

Nhung khong cé cap mat nao goi y nghi rang né nam trén dau mot nguoi
dan 6ng hay mot ngwdi dan ba muon sat hai rat nhiéu nguwdoi khac nhan danh
Chta troi. Hay nhan danh nhitng con ca voi, nhitng céi cay hay loai ci dom.
Anh ta lwgn 10 hoi 1au va cudi cung than trong tién dén bén canh dong nghiép
ctia minh, mot phuy ni* ba muwoi lam tudi tréng nghiém nghi, mac chiéc chan

https://thuviensach.vn



vay dai 16ng phong va chiéc 4o canh ciling rong thung thinh, nham giau giém
y nhw chiéc so mi cua Conradt.

“Co gi khong?”

Mot cau hoi vo nghia, vi c6 ta da goi Conradt - va tat ca s6 canh sat dang
nhan nhan & day t6i nay - néu co ta thay ‘co gi’ roi.

Mot cai lac dau.

Nhitng cau hoi vo nghia thi khéng dang dwgc dap bang 10i, theo quan
diém cta Barb.

Bar-bar-a, anh ta ty stta. Nhw ¢0 ta da stta trong lan dau tién hai nguwoi
cung lam viéc.

“Ho t6i day chwa?” Conradt hat ham vé phia san khau dwgc dung dang
dau phia nam Bai Chan Ciru, y hoi cac dién gia néu theo Chuong trinh thi sé
1én phat biéu ltic sdu rudi: Hai thwgng nghi si bay tiv Washington tGi. Ho von
van lam viéc v6i Tong thong vé nhitng van dé moi trwong, tai trg phap ly dé
lam vira y cac doi twgng thoi chi nghia ti do doi bao vé moi trwedng va khién
ntta s6 doanh nghiép My dua dién tiét muén van c6 ho.

Tiép theo 1a mot bu6i hoa nhac. Anh ta khong két luan dwgc rang phan 16n
moi ngwoi c6 mat tai day la dé nghe nhac hay nghe phat biéu. V&i dam dong
nay, chac hai kha nang do6 la nhw nhau.

“Vura t6i.” Barbara tra 1oi.

Ca hai lwét nhin xung quanh mét lic. R6i Conradt noéi, “Cai cach goi tat
ay dén la ky cuc. Juf-tee. Nén ctt goi 1a JFTE di.”

“Juf-tee khong phdi la tén tat.”

“Y chi la gi?”

Barbara giai thich, “Theo dinh nghia, 1a tén tat thi ban than cac chir cai
phai tao thanh tw.”

“Tw trong tiéng Anh 4?”

Cb ta thd dai ma theo Conradt thi c6 vé day trich thwong. “O, & mot dat
nuwdc ndi tiéng Anh. Hién nhién r6i.”

“Vay NFL khong phdi la tén tat?”

“Khong, day la viét tat cac chit cai dau. NATO - North Atlantic Treaty
Organization. Ddy 1a mot tén tat.”
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Conradt nghi: Barbara la mot...

“BIC thi sao?” Anh ta hoi.

“T6i nghi né la tén tat. Toi khong biét vé thwong hiéu. Thé no goi tat cho
cai gi?”

“To6i quén ro6i.”

B0 dam ctia ho cung lic kéu lach tach va ho nghénh nghénh dau. “Chu y,
cac khach moi da & trén san khau. Nhac lai, cac khach moi da & trén san
khau.”

Cac khach moi - cach goi trai di danh cho hai thwgng nghi si

S& chi huy yéu cau Conradt va Barbara di chuyén vao vi tri 6 phia tay san
khau. Ho thyc hién yéu cau nay.

“Chi biét ddy, thuc té€ day ting la mot bai chan ctru.” Conradt néi vé6i
Barbara. “L6&p nguwoi khai sinh ra thanh pho da cho phép chan ctru & day cho
t¢i nhitng nam Ba muoi. R6i phdi chuyén dén Cong vién Trién vong. Bén
Brooklyn. Y t6i 13, bon ciru.”

Barbara ngo ngac nhin Conradt. Mu6n noéi: Chuyén do6 thi lién quan dén
cai gi?

Conradt dé co ta di trudc, leo 1én mot 16i mon hep.

RO mot trang vo tay. Nhitng tiéng reo ho.

ROi hai thugng nghi si budc 1én trén buc. Ngai néi tredc ghé vao micro va
bat dau noéi véi giong tram, am vang, nghe doi khap Bai Chan Ctru. Dam
dong chang may choc khan cé giong vi cit chitng hai phiat mot lai gao 1én tan
thuwéng nhitng cau phat biéu vo vi cia ngai thuong nghi si.

Mot kiéu giang dao.

Luc ay, Conradt trong thdy mot sy di chuyén dan dan ti ria san khau ra
phia triéc san khau, noi hai thuwgng nghi si dang ditng. Anh ta do ngudi, roi
chom 1én phia truéc.

“Gi thé?” Barbara héi to, dua tay tim sung.

“Juf-tee.” Conradt thi tham. Va vé lay bo dam.
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Chuong 83

Bay gio t6i, Fred Dellray quay lai tda van phong Co quan Diéu tra Lién bang
¢ Manhattan, sau khi dén bénh vién tham William Brent, con duwgc goi la
Stanley Palmer, hay con dugc goi bang nhiéu cai tén khac nita. Ga dan 6ng bi
thwong tich tram trong nhung da hoi tinh. Ga con phdi ¢ trong bénh vién
thém ba, bon ngay nita.

Brent da dwgc luat sw thanh pho lién lac vé viéc giai quyét vu tai nan. Bi
mot si quan S& Canh sat New York diéu khién xe cong vu gy tai nan la viéc
chdng can suy nghi nhiéu. Con s6 dugc dwa ra la nam muoi nghin do la, cong
thém chi phi chita chay.

Vay, William Brent dang c6 vai ngay kha twoi dep, it nhat xét vé mat tai
chinh, vira nhan dén bu, khéng phédi nop thué - nhuw la phan thwéng cho
thuwong tich ca nhan, vira nhan tran mwa vang mot tram nghin tv Dellray,
cling khong phai nop thué, tuy nhién chi vi n6 sé chang bao gi¢ dugc hé nira
10i tdi tai Co quan Thué vu Hoa Ky va S& Thué vu New York.

Dellray dang ngoi trong van phong, thich thu theo doi tin tic vé viéc bat
gitt Richard Logan, Thg Pong Ho, thi trg 1y ctia anh ta, m0t c6 gai sac sao
hai muwoi may tudi, nguoi géc Phi, néi, “Ong biét vu Ngay Tréi dat chwa?”

“Vu gi?”

“Toi khong biét chi tiét. Nhung cai nhom do, Juf-tee...”

“Gi cg?”

“JFTE. Cong ly cho Tréi dat. Dai loai vay. Cai nhém khung bo sinh thai
ay?”

Dellray dat coc ca phé xuong, tim dap thinh thich. “Né c6 that a?”

“Vang.”
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“Chuyén xay ra nhu thé nao?” Anh ta hoi gap gap.

“Toi chi nghe ndi la bon chiing vao Cong vién Trung tdm, ngay gan chd
hai 6ng thugng nghi si dwgc Tong thong ctr t¢i phat biéu & 1é mit tinh ay.
Trwdng van phong muon 6ng sang van phong ong dy. Bay gio.”

“Co thuong vong khong?” Dellray hoang mang thi thao.

“Toi khong biét.”

Guong mat nghiém trang, vién mat vu cao léu déu dirng day. Anh ta voi va
di xu0i theo hanh lang. Anh ta di nhw nhay chan sao, cai cach ma anh ta hay
di. Cai cach di, tat nhién, cta thanh nién dwong pho.

Cai cach di ma anh ta tir day sé gia biét. Anh ta da phat hién ra manh méi
quan trong giip tém c6 dugc Thg Pong H6. Nhung anh ta da that bai véi
nhiém vu chinh: phat hién ra nhém khing bé.

Va dé la viéc McDaniel sé dung dé déng dinh Dellray vao gia chit thap...
bang cai cach hang hai ma bu6n rau, manh mé ma khon khéo ctia anh ta.

Thoi, ctt tiép tuc diéu tra, Fred. Anh dang lam toi ddy.

Dellray vira budc di vira liéc nhin vao cac van phong, tim kiém ngudi nao
ddy dé hoi tham vé sy kién kia. Nhung khong thay bét ¢t ai ca. Ba hét gio
lam viéc, tuy nhién, anh ta nghi, kha nang cao hon la moi ngudi déu da phong
t¢i Cong vién Trung tam sau khi Cong ly cho Trai dat bi phat hién. D6 co 1é
la dau hiéu r6 rang nhat chi ra rang sy nghiép cia anh ta cham dit r6i: Tham
chi khong mot ai goi cho anh ta yéu cau anh ta tham gia chién dich.

Tat nhién, con c6 thé cé ly do khac nita cho viéc nay va cho viéc triéu tap
cta Trwdng van phong: Khodn mot tram ngan do la bi danh cap.

Thang cha d6 da nghi dén céi quai quy gi? Dellray da hanh dong vi thanh
pho anh ta yéu quy, vi nhan dan anh ta thé sé bdo vé. Nhung liéu thang cha
do6 c6 thue sw nghi anh ta dinh am moén tién cao chay xa bay khong? Dac biét
vOi mot Phé Trudng van phong von van mu6n anh ta bi bat bai va nghién
ngam gidy to tai liéu cia nhan vién y nhw con nghién nghién ngam tro choi 6
chit vay.

Anh ta c6 thé thuong lwgng dé thoat tu dugc khong?

Anh ta khong chac chan. Vi sai 1am trong vu Cong ly cho Trai dat, uy tin
cta anh ta thyc s xuong thap roi.

https://thuviensach.vn



Xu6i mot hanh lang trong toa van phong thiéu nét dac trung. Xudi mot
hanh lang nitta.

Cudi cung, Dellray cling da dén trwdc van phong cua sép Truwdng. Nguoi
trg ly thong bao Dellray da dén va anh ta bwdc vao khu vye rong thénh thang
chiém ca mdt géc toa nha.

“Fred.”

“Jon.”

Trwong van phong, Jonathan Phelps, ¢ tudi gitta ngii tuan, chai mai toc
16m dém bac von vu6t ngwoc ra sau, cho né ngwoc ra sau thém ti nita, va ra
hiéu bao vién mat vu ngoi xuong chiéc ghé dya dat phia bén kia chiéc ban bé
bon.

Khéng, Dellray nghi, dung tir ‘bé bon’ khong ding. N6 quy cu, gon gang,
chdng qua né xép tdi ngdt nira gang tay ho so. Suy cho cung, diy la New
York. C6 thé xdy ra rat nhiéu truc trdc, can sy chinh dén ctia nhitng nhan vat
nhu Tredng van phong.

Dellray c6 gang doc xem nguoi dan ong nay dang suy nghi gi, nhung chiu
chét. Trudc day, ong ta cling tirng lam mat vu. Tuy nhién, cai qua khit chung
d6 sé khong mang lai cho Dellray mét chit théng cam nao. D6 1a dac diém
cta Co quan Diéu tra, luat lién bang va cac quy dinh duge ban hanh theo luét
diéng bén trén moi tht khac. Chi c6 Phelps trong can phong, Dellray chang
lay lam ngac nhién. Tucker McDaniel hdan dang doc cho dam khung bd &
Cong vién Trung tam nghe nhitng quyén ctia bon ching.

“Vay, Fred. Toi sé vao viéc ngay.”

“Vang.”

“Veé cai nhém Juf-tee nay.”

“Cong ly cho Trai dat.”

“Phai!” Nhitng ngon tay lai lua qua mai téc day. N6 van nguyén nép sau
khi nhitng ngon tay rut ra.

“T6i chi muon biét. Cau khong phat hién dwgc bat ct thong tin gi vé nhom
do, ding khong?”

Dellray da chang dén nwéc nay néu biét lwon leo. “Khong, Jon. T6i da lam
viéc chang ra dau vao dau. T6i da khai thac tat ca cac moi thwong xuyén cta
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minh cting dam bay m6i méi. Toan bd s6 tay trong t6i dang dung va dam bay
déi tuwgng toi da cho nghi. Téng cong hon hai chuc. Téi khong phat hién dwoc
bat ¢ thong tin gi. T6i xin 16i.”

“Tuy nhién, nhém ngoai tuyén ctia McDaniel da c6 muwoi dit liéu ro rang.”

Mién dam may...

Dellray cting sé khong chi trich McDaniel, tham chi khong bong gio gi.
“T6i hiéu nhw thé. Cac nhom cuda anh ta da c6 ca x0 théng tin hitu ich. Nhan
si, bao gom Rahman, Johnston. Roi tir ngit ma héa am chi vii khi” Anh ta thd
dai. “Jon, t6i nghe néi da c6 chuyén. Chuyén xay ra nhu thé nao?”

“Q, phai. Juf-tee dd c6 mot dong théi.”

“Thuwong vong a?”

“Chung ta c6 video. Cau mudn xem ch?”

Dellray nghi: Khong, thwa sép, chac chan t6i khong mudn xem. T6i khong
muoén xem canh thwong vong do sai lam cia minh. Hay xem canh Tucker
McDaniel chi huy mot doi tap kich va gidi quyét suon sé tinh huéng. Nhung
roi anh ta néi, “Vang, sép ma di.”

Truwdng van phong viron nguwoi vé phia laptop, go mdy phat vao ban phim,
roi xoay laptop lai cho Dellray nhin. Anh ta chd dgi mot video giam sat dac
trrng cua Co quan Diéu tra, quay véi ong kinh goc rong, do twong phan thap
dé bat duwgc moi chi tiét, dong thong tin phia dudi cung: dia diém va thdi gian
duogc tinh tGi giay.

Nhung anh ta lai dang xem mot ban tin CNN.

CNN?

Mot ni¥ phong vién twoi cwdi, toc tao kiéu cau ky, cam tap ghi chép, dang
phong van mdét ngwoi dan ong tam ba muoi tudi, mac do com 1é va chiéc
quan khong dong bo. Anh ta c6 da sam mau, téc cat cao. Nu cwoi thiéu ty
nhién, 4anh mat hét nhin ni* phéng vién lai nhin camera. Mot cau bé téc do,
mat 1dm tam tan nhang, quang tam tudi, ding bén canh anh ta.

Nit phong vién néi véi nguoi dan 6ng, “Nao, toi hiéu la trong vong vai
thang qua, hoc tro ctia anh da chuan bi cho Ngay Trai dat.”

“Pung vay.” Nguwoi dan ong tra 10i, ling ting nhung day tw hao.
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“T6i nay, c6 nhiéu nhém khac nhau trong Cong vién Trung tam nay, ing
hd nhitng van dé nhat dinh. Hoc tro ctia anh c6 theo dudi van dé cu thé nao
hay khong?”

“Khong han. Cac em quan tam dén nhiéu thit khac nhau: nang lwgng tai
tao, nguy co doi v@i ri'ng mua, s dm lén toan cau, khi CO viéc bao vé tang
Ozon, tai ché.”

“Va nguoi trg ly nhé tudi cta anh day la ai?”

“Pay la mot hoc tro cua toi, Tony Johnston.”

Johnston?

“Chao em, Tony. Em c6 thé cho cac khan gid dang xem truyén hinh & nha
biét cau lac b6 méi truong & tredng hoc cta em tén la gi khong?”

“Um... dwgc a. Tén 1a ‘Chinh ching em bao vé Trai dat’.”

“Va nhitng tam ap phich kia dn twgng qua. Em vGi cac ban & 16p ty lam
a?”

“Um... vang a. Nhung, chi biét ddy, thdy gido cua chiing em, thdy
Rahman,” cdu bé ngwdc nhin ngwoi dan ong dang ditng bén canh, “thay da
giup do chung em.”

“Cha, that tuyét voi, Tony. Xin cam on em va cac ban cung 16p ba cua
thay Peter Rahman, truong tiéu hoc Ralph Waldo Emerson, quan Queens,
nhitng nguoi tin twdng rang khong bao gid la qua nho dé bat dau tao ra cac
thay doi doi véi moi treong. .. Kathy Brigham dwa tin tw...”

Dudi ngén tay go dit khoat ctia Trwdng van phong man hinh tit phut. Ong
ta ngoi ngd ra sau. Dellray khéng biét 6ng ta sé pha lén cwdi hay sé vang tuc.
‘Cong 1y’ Ong ta phat am ting ti* can than. ‘Chinh... ching em’. Ong ta thé
dai. “Mubn twdng trgng xem cai van phong nay ngap trong bao nhiéu nhitng
chuyén bay ba khong, Fred?”

Dellray nhwén mot bén 16ng may ram rap.

“Chung ta da xin Washington thém nam triéu do la, kinh phi cho viéc huy
dong bon tram mat vu. Hai chuc 1énh kham xét dwgc tong dat qua cac van
phong thdm phan & New York, Westchester, Philly, Baltimore va Boston.
Ching ta hoan toan danh du véi dit liéu SIGINT, nhitng dit liéu néi rang mot
nhom khung bd sinh thai, nguy hiém hon Timothy McVeigh, nguy hiém hon
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Bin Laden, sé pha hiy nw6c My bang mot vu tan cong ghé gébm nhat tir trude
toi nay.

“Ai ngo d6 lai 1a mot 1d tré con tdm, chin tu6i. Nhitng tir ngi* ma héa am
chi vii khi, ‘gidy va cac nguyén vat liéu’ a? Chiung cé nghia la gidy va cac
nguyén vat liéu. Thong tin lién lac dau phai & mién dam may, 1 tré con tryc
tiép noi vGi nhau sau khi ngu triva day ¢ trwong day. Nguwoi phu nit hop tac
v6i Rahman a? Do c6 1€ 1a thang bé Tony, vi me kiép cai giong né chwa va...
May man chiing ta khong c6 dit liéu SIGINT nao vé viéc ai d6, kiéu nhu, ‘sé
tha chim bo cau’ trong Coéng vién Trung tam, chit c6 khéo chiing ta da diéu
dong dén ca tén lira dat doi khong roi.”

Hoi lau im lang.

“Cau khong cam thay ha hé w, Fred.”

Anh ta nhin déi vai gay guoc.

“Cau mudn vi tri ctia Tucker khong?”

“Thé anh ta sé di...?”

“Cho khéac. Washington. C6 van dé gi khong?... Ha? Vi tri Phé Trudng
van phong. Néu cau muodn vi tri do, toi nay cau c6 thé nhan luon.”

Dellray khong do du. “Khong, Jon. Cam on, nhung khong.”

“Cau la mot trong nhitng mat vu dwgc tén trong nhat & van phong nay.
Moi nguoi ngudng mo cau. Toi sé dé nghi cau can nhac lai.”

“T6i mudn & ngoai dwong pho. Tw tredc t6i nay téi chi muon thé thoi.
Diéu dy quan trong doi véi t6i.”

“Nhitng tay cao boi cac cau!” Truwdng van phong cudi khodi tra. “Bay gio
c6 18 cau mudbn quay lai van phong minh. McDaniel dang trén duwong vé day
néi chuyén. To6i nghi chac cau khéng mudn gdp anh ta.”

“Chac thé.”

Khi Dellray ra dén ctta, Trwdng van phong néi, “O, Fred, con mot viéc
ntta.”

Budc di nhe nhay caa vién mat vu gitta chung dung lai.

“Cau xv ly vu Gonzalez, dung khong?”

Dellray titng khong ché vai thang trong s6 nhitng thang khon kiép nguy
hiém nhat thanh ph6 ma mach khéng hé dap nhanh Ién mot nhip nao. Nhung
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bay gio thi anh ta chac chan rang mach & c6 anh ta dang phap phong trong
thay rd. “Vu bat gilt ma tiy, bén Dao Staten. Vang.”

“Cé vé la c6 chat nham lan & dau do.”

“Nham lan?”

“0, c6 bang chiing.”

“That u?”

Trudng van phong xoa xoa mat. “Tai thdi diém bat git¥, cdc nhém ctaa cau
ghi chép c6 ba muai tép heroin, hai chuc khau sting ngan va mot so coc tién.”

“Pung vay.”

“Theo thong cdo bao chi thi c6 mot triéu mot. Nhung khi ching ta chuan
bi ho so cho boi tham doan, c6 vé chi c6 mét triéu chan trong ta chitng cit.”

“Bién sai mot tram nghin a?”

Truwong van phong nghiéng nghiéng dau. “Khong, 1a nguyén nhan khac.
Khong phai bién sai.”

“0.” Dellray hit sau. Troi dat... Thé 1a cham hét roi.

“T6i da xem xét gidy to va, buén cudi, chit s6 0 thit hai trong thé bado quan
tang chitng, chit s6 0 sau s6 1 chi mét triéu ay, né thyc sy manh. Nhin thoang,
c6 thé nghi no la chi¥ s6 1. Ai d6 nhin no, roi viét sai trong thong cado bao chi,
thanh mot phay mot.”

“T6i hiéu r6i.”

“Chi mudn néi vdi cau, dé néu cé thac mac. D6 la 16i danh may. So tién
chinh xdc ma Co quan Piéu tra thu duwgc khi bat gitt Gonzalez la mét triéu
chan. Thong tin chinh thitc day nhé.”

“Vang. Cam on, Jon.”

Mot cai nhiu may. “Cam on vi gi?”

“Vi da lam ro su viéc.”

MGt cai gat dau. N6 la cai gat dau chita dung thong diép va thong diép do
da dvgc nhan. Treong van phong noi them, “A ma cau di hd trg dic luc vu
bat gitt Richard Logan day. Cach day mdy nam, han titng c6 ké hoach giét
hang chuc quan nhan va quan chitc Lau Nam Géc. Mot s6 ngudi ctia chiing ta
nita. Mirng la han da bi loai vinh vién.”
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Dellray quay di, roi khéi van phong sép Trudng. Trong lic tré vé van
phong minh, anh ta ty cho phép ban than bat mot tiéng cwdi day nghi lyc.

Hoc tro lop ba?

Ro6i rit dién thoai di dong ra nhan tin cho Serena, bdo rang anh ta sé vé
nha sém.
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Chuong 84

Lincoln Rhyme ngang nhin, trong thay Pulaski & ctra.

“Cau tan binh, cau dang lam gi & day? T6i twdng rang cau dang lam thu
tuc vao s chitng cit bén Queens ma.”

“Pung thé. Chi la...” Giong cau ta cham ré ré nhw chiéc xe gap phai
swong mu day dac.

“Chi 1a?”

Lic dé gan chin gio toi, va chi c6 hai nguwdi trong phong khach. T bép,
vang ra nhitng am thanh dé chiju ctia gia dinh. Sachs va Thom dang chuan bi
bita t6i. Rhyme nhan ra da quéa gio cocktail tir 1au ma chwa c6 ai rét rugu
scotch vao lai c6c nhwra cho anh.

Mot khuyét diém lic bdy gio Rhyme da bao Pulaski khac phuc, va cu ta
da thuye hién.

“Pdy dau phai la suat dip.” Rhyme lam bam. Nhung Pulaski xem ching
khong nghe thay. Cau ta da budc t6i cho cira s6, anh mat hwdng ra bén ngoai.

Pang dinh dién canh xic dong trong mot vé kich truyén hinh kiéu Anh
cham ré ré day ma, Rhyme suy luan, va hép lay ngum rwgu cé vi khéi qua
ong hut.

“T6i dai loai da c6 mot quyét dinh. Toi muon néi véi sép trudce tién “

“Pai loai a?” Rhyme gay gat nhac.

“T6i mudn noi, toi da cé mot quyét dinh.”

Rhyme nhuén nhuwdn 16ng may. Anh khong mudn dong vién khuyén khich
qua. Tiép theo sé la gi? Anh ban khoan ty héi, tuy nhién anh dinh ninh rang
minh cling dodn ra phan nao. Cudc doi Rhyme c6 1é da duwgc cong hién cho
khoa hoc, nhing dong thoi anh con tirng phu trach hang tram nhan vién, canh
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sat. Va mdc du tinh tinh khong kién nhan, coc can, hay néi gian dung dung,
anh van la mot thu truedng cong bang va hgp tinh hop ly.

Mién moi ngwoi dirng lam hdéng viéc.

“Tiép tuc di, cau tan binh.”

“Toi sé tir bo.”

“Linh vyc nay?”

“Luc lwong.”

Sau khi biét Kathryn Dance, Rhyme da c6 y thitc vé ngén ngit co thé. Anh
c6 cam nhan rang Pulaski lic bdy gio dang doc nhitng 16i thoai ma cau ta da
tap tr tredc. Nhiéu lan roi.

Anh chang canh sat dva ban tay 1én vo mai t6c vang cat ngan. “William
Brent.”

“Chi diém cta Dellray ay a?”

“Vang, thwa sép.”

Rhyme lai cé y nghi nhac chang trai tré la cau ta khong can dung cai cach
xung ho trinh trong d6. Nhung anh chi noéi, “Tiép tuc di, Pulaski.”

Nét mat nghiém trang, anh mat day xao tron, Pulaski ngoi xuong chiéc ghé
dwa bang go liéu gai kéu cét két, gan chié€c Mii tén Dong bao ctia Rhyme.
“Luc & cho Galt, t6i da hot hoang. Hoang mang. T6i khong danh gia tot tinh
hinh. T6i khong y thitc dwgc day da cac budc thye hién cong viéc.” Nhu thé
trong mét ban bao cdo tém tat, cau ta boé sung thém, “To6i da khong danh gia
ding tinh hinh, do d6 da khong diéu chinh dwgc hanh vi cia minh mot cach
thich hgp.”

Giong mot cau hoc tro khong chac chan cac cau tra 10i cho bai kiém tra va
dang vGi va lam lién mot mach, hy vong sé cé cau tring.

“Ong ta hét hon mé roi.”

“Nhung ong ta da c6 thé thiét mang.”

“Va do la nguyén nhan khién cau roi khéi nganh?”

“T6i da pham phai sai lam. Sai 1am d6 suyt nita da lay mat tinh mang mat
nguoi... Toi chi cam thdy 1a minh khong thé tiép tuc lam viéc & mirc do tot
nhat.”

Lay Chua, cau ta 16i nhitng 10i thoai nay tw dau ra?
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“Pé la mot tai nan, cau tan binh.”

“Va la mot tai nan dang 1€ khong dugc xay ra.”

“Thé c6 nhitng kiéu tai nan khac a?”

“Sép biét t6i mudn ndi gi, Lincoln. N6 dau gidng nhw tdi chwa suy nghi
viéc nay ky ludng.”

“T6i c6 thé chitng minh rang cdu phdi & lai, rang cau roi khéi nganh la
khong ding dan.”

“Gi1 co, ndi rang t6i cé nang khiéu, rang to6i c6 nhiéu thit dé dong gop ay
a?” Nét mat chang canh sat 16 vé nghi ngd. Cau ta van con tré, nhung trong
gia hon han dao Rhyme mdi gap. Cong viéc ctia nhitng ngwdi canh sat la vay.

Va lam viéc v6i minh la vay, Lincoln Rhyme ngam nghi.

“Cau biét tai sao cau khong thé tir bo khong? Vi nhu thé cau sé 1a mot ké
dao dirc gia.”

Pulaski chdp mat.

Rhyme tiép tuc, giong hoi c6 chit bye boi, “Cau da danh mat co hoi nho
nhoi ctia minh.”

“Thé nghia la thé nao?”

“Pugc, cau da pham phai sai lam, khién mot ngwoi bi thwong tich tram
trong. Nhung khi Brent trong giong nhw mot ké pham toi véi 1y lich c6m cén,
cau nghi minh dwgc nhe 16i, diing khong?”

“0...C618.”

“Cau bong dung chang quan tam dén viéc minh da dam Ong ta. Vi ong ta,
sao, khong xitng dang lam nguoi a?”

“Khong, t6i chi...”

“Pé toi ndi not. Cai gidy phut cau trd lai quan tam t6i nguwoi dan 6ng do,
cau da co sy lra chon: Hodc cdu quyét dinh rang nguy co cua nhitng ton that
khong tién liéu dugc, cling nhw nhitng tai nan, doi v6i cau la khong thé chap
nhan, va cdu tir bé cong viéc ngay lap tirc. Hodc cau quyét dinh dé toan bd
cau chuyén lai dang sau, hoc cach séng vdi nhitng gi xay ra. Chang cé khac
biét nao gitta chuyén ngudi dan 6ng do 1a mot ké giét nguwoi hang loat hay la
mot trg té ¢ nha thd. Xét mot cach 1y tri thi cau khong thanh that khi rén ri vé
van dé nay bay gio.”
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Chang tan binh nheo mat tirc gian va cau ta sap stra dwa ra mot 10i bién ho
nao day, nhung Rhyme tiép tuc, “Cau da pham phai sai lam. Chi¢ cau khong
pham t0i ac... Cha, sai lam von van xdy ra trong nghé nghiép nay. Van dé la
khi né xay ra, né khong giong nhuw nghé ké toan hay nghé dong giay. Khi
ching ta sai 1am, c6 kha nang mot nguwdi nao day sé phai chét. Nhung néu
ching ta dirng lai lo lang, ching ta sé khong bao gi¢ lam dwgc viéc gi. Chiing
ta sé ci ngodi nhin dang sau va nhu thé sé cé nghia la nhiéu nguwdi phai chét
hon nita, vi chung ta khong thyc thi nhiém vu ctia minh.”

“Sép noi thi dé dang 1am.” Pulaski titc téi quat Ién.

To6t day, Rhyme nghi, nhung van giit vé mat trang nghiém.

“Sép da ¢ hoan canh nhw thé nay bao gid chwa?” Pulaski 1am bam.

Tat nhién la anh da titng. Anh da tirng sai lam. Hang chuc néu khéng phai
la hang tram lan. Nhiéu nam truwéc, da c6 mot sai lam, mot sai lam thwe s
gady nén cai chét cho nhitng con ngudi vo toi, dan téi vu an khién Rhyme va
Sachs hgp tac vdi nhau lan dau tién. Nhung anh khong mudn mot cudc tranh
luan kiéu chién hitu cung héi cung thuyén lic nay. “Pay khong phai van de,
Pulaski. Van dé la cau da quyét dinh r6i. Pra chitng cit tir cho Galt tré vé
day, sau khi tong Brent, cau da danh mat quyén tir bé céng viéc. Vi thé, no
chdng con la van dé nita.”

“Chuyén nay dang can rit toi.”

“Cha, da dén lic bao né hay thoi can rit di, du né cé la cai quai quy gi.
Mot phan pham chéat ctia ngwoi canh sat la biét dyng 1én bitc twdng ngan cach
de.”

“Lincoln, sép dang khong lang nghe t6i.”

“To6i da lang nghe ma. T6i da can nhac cac ly 1é caa ciu va t6i bac bd
chuang. Chuang khong c6 can cut.”

“Dai vai toi, ching cé can c.”

“Khong, chiung khong c6. Va toi sé bao cau tai sao.” Rhyme ngap ngung.
“Vi ching khong cé can ci¢ doi vdi t6i.. ma cau va tbi rat giong nhau, Pulaski
a. Ban than t6i cuc ky ghét phai thira nhan diéu nay, nhung day la sy thue.”

Chang trai tré ngé nguoi.
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“Thoi, quén hét cai chuyén cau dang lam t6i chan bé me nay di. T6i ming
la cdu ¢ day vi t6i can cau lam mot so viéc tiép theo sau vu an. Tai...”

Pulaski cham cham nhin nha hinh s hoc va bat tiéng cwdi lanh lung. “To6i
chang lam bat ci& cai gi ca. Toi sé thoi viéc. Toi sé khong lang nghe sép dau.”

“Cha, cau sé khong thoi viéc ngay bay gio. Cau c6 thé thyc hién diéu dé
sau vai ngay nita. T6i can cau. Vu an, ctia t6i ma cling la cua cau, chwa két
thic. Ching ta phai ddam bdo tuyét d6i rang Logan bi budc t6i. Cau dong y
chi?”

MGt cai the dai. “T6i dong y.”

“Truwdc khi McDaniel bi dwa ra khoi ghé chi huy va bién 1én mién dam
may, hay bién di bat cit noi nao khac, anh ta da 1énh cho nhan vién ctia minh
kham xét van phong Bob Cavanaugh. Anh ta da khong goi chung ta tham gia
viéc nay. Boi Thu thap Chitng c¢ ctia Co quan Diéu tra c6 da nang luc day,
toi da giap do thanh lap Boi. Nhung chung ta dang 1é cting phai kham
nghiém hién trweong. T6i mudn cau thye hién viéc nay bay gio. Logan n6i mot
t0 chitc hgp tac quoc té c6 dinh dang t6i, t6i mudn chac chan rang moi ké
trong s6 dy déu sé bi tém co6.”

MGt cai nhan nhé cam chiu. “T6i sé lam. Nhung d6 1a nhiém vu cudi cung
cta t6i.” Chang trai tré vira lac dau vira lao ra khéi can phong.

Lincoln Rhyme c6 gang lam md&i khong mim cwdi, tim dén chiéc 6ng hait
cam trong coc whisky:.
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Chuong 85

Lincoln Rhyme ltc bay gid c6 m4t minh.

Ron Pulaski dang kham nghiém hién truong tai Lien hgp Algonquin. Mel
Cooper va Lon Sellitto ngudi nao vé nha ngudi ndy. Roland Bell truée do da
thong bdo rang Richard Logan dwgc dwa vao mot canh an ninh dac biét chat
ché cua trai tam giam khu Downtown.

Amelia Sachs ciing sang khu Downtown, ho trg viéc lap ho so, nhung bay
gio da trd vé Brooklyn ro6i. Rhyme hy vong c6 cé chit thoi gian cho riéng
minh c6 1€ 1a tranh tha lai chiéc Cobra Torirto di dau d6. Thinh thoang, co
ché Pammy theo. Co bé noi lai rang nhitng chuyén ng6i trén chiéc xe ay
‘hoan toan khong tin dwoc’, theo anh hiéu la ‘rat phan khaoi’.

Tuy nhién, anh biét, c6 bé khong bao gio gap nguy hiém. Khac vdi nhitng
lic chi c6 m6t minh, Sachs y thitc duwgc khi nao can dep di doi hoi cia ban
tinh.

Thom cling da ra ngoai, vGi ban trai cia anh ta, mot phéng vién lam viéc
cho to Thoi bdo New York. Anh ta da muon & nha, dé mat t6i sép, theo doi
nhitng anh huwéng phu ghé gébm cua con tang phan xa hoac theo doéi nhitng gi
do6 cé troi mdi biét? Nhung nha hinh sy hoc nhat quyét bao anh ta c di di.

“Cau c6 lénh gidi nghiém ddy!” Anh quat. “Lic nita dém.”

“Lincoln, t6i sé vé nha truwde...”

“Khong. Cau sé vé nha sau nita dém. Pay la lénh gidi nghiém ngugc.”

“Pién ro. Toi sé chang di...”

“To6i dat khoat sé sa thai cau néu cau vé tredce lic do.”

Anh chang phu ta kiém tra Rhyme can than va n6i, “Thoi dugce. Cam on.”
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Rhyme khong c6 du kién nhan dé nghe 16i cam on va mac ké anh chang
phu t4, anh quay sang véi chiéc mdy tinh, sap xép cac chitng ct sé duoc
chuyén cho cong t6 vién dé phuc vu viéc xét xi. Sau phién toa, Thg Déng Ho
sé phai ngobi tu vi nhitng tdi danh nghiém trong, trong dé co tdi giét nguoi
dang an t hinh. Ga chac chan sé bi két an nhung, khac vGi California va
Texas, New York coi an t&¢ hinh nhw vét cham dang xau ho gifta tran vay.
Nhw anh da bao Rodoflo Luna, anh khong tin Thg Bong Ho sé bi xt tir.

Toa an nhitng noi khac cling muon xét xi ga. Tuy nhién, ga bi bat tai New
York, nhitng noi khac con phai xép hang.

Trong tham tam, Rhyme khong ban khoan gi vGi an chung than cd. Néu
Logan bi ban chét trong mot cudc dung do - vi dy, cam sung nha dan vao
Sachs hay Sellitto - nhw thé sé 1a mot két thic cong bang, mot két thic trung
thue. V6i viec Rhyme tém ¢6 duge ga va viéc ga sé ng6i tu t6i hét phan doi
con lai, céng 1y da dwgc thyce thi day da réi. Tiém thudc doc cé vé ré rung.
Mot sy xic pham. Va Rhyme khéng mu6n minh la mot phan cia vu an dwa
ga dan ong do di budc cudi cung dén bén giwdong tiém thudc doc.

Tan hwdng khoang thai gian chi c6 riéng minh, Rhyme ltc bay gid doc to
may trang bao cdo kham nghiém hién tredng. Mot sé nhan vién kham nghiém
hién trrong viét nhitng ban bao cdo rat trit tinh, day kich tinh hodc day chat
tho. Pay chang phéi phong cach cia Rhyme. Ngbon ng¥ cing coi, khong
reom ra - kim loai dic, chit khong phai go cham. Anh xem xét lai bao cao,
hai long, tuy c6 nhitng doan con bé trong khién anh thay buwc boi. Anh dang
dogi thém vai két qua phan tich. Tuy nhién, anh ty nhac nhd minh khong kién
nhan ciing la toi 16i, mac du la t6i 16i it nghiém trong hon théi bat can, va vu
an sé khong bi ton that gi néu bao cao cudi cung cham tré mat mot, hai ngay.

To6t r6i, Rhyme thira nhan, van con viéc phai lam - luoén luén van con viéc
phai lam - nhung nhuw thé 1a tot roi.

Rhyme nhin xung quanh phong thi nghiém, tit ca lai sach sé tinh twom
nho Mel Cooper, lic nay dang ¢ nha me anh ta bén Queens, noi anh ta binh
thuwdng van &, hodc cé thé da di gap co ban gai nguwdi Scandinavia sau khi ghé
vé trinh dién me choc lat. Ho c6 thé dang nhdy nhw vii bdo tai mot phong
nhdy ¢ khu Midtown.

https://thuviensach.vn



Nhan ra con dau dau nhé nhe, giong nhuw con dau dau lic tredc, Rhyme
liéc nhin gia dé thuéc gan day. Va nhan ra mot chai clonidine, c6 tac dung
gian mach. Trong anh xudt hién y nghi la néu bay gio minh gap mot con
bénh, anh chac sé chét. Chai thu6c cach ban tay anh c6 chit xiu. Nhung ciing
chang khac nao hang dam.

Rhyme nhin nhitng tdm bang chitng c quen thudc, day nét chir ctia Sachs
va Mel Cooper. C6 nhitng cho bi gach, nhitng thong tin ban dau nham lan bi
x0a di, nhitng 16i chinh ta va nhitng sai sét ranh ranh.

N6 twgng trirng cho céi cach ngwdi ta von van pha cac vu an hinh su.

R6i anh dam dam nhin céc thiét bi mdy méc xung quanh minh: may do ty
trong, cac cai kep, binh chia dg, binh thot c6, gang tay, va nhitng chiéc chién
ham trong Iinh virc chuyén mon nay: kinh hién vi dién tr quét, may sac ky
khi/khoi phd, im lim va kénh cang. Anh nh¢ lai khong biét da bao nhiéu, bao
nhiéu tiéng dong ho anh lam viéc vdi nhitng chiéc may ay, va nhitng chiéc
may truedc day nita, nhé lai am thanh ctia ching, cai mui khi anh hy sinh mot
mau vat vao tdm may sac ky nong rirng rirc dé xem mat hgp chat bi an thuc
st la gi. Thuong xuyén xuat hién tinh huéng khién nguwdi ta phai suy nghi lwa
chon: Néu mot mau vat duy nhat bi huy dé xac dinh danh tinh va cho tri ngu
cta thd pham, qua trinh xét xi* vu an c6 thé gap khé khan, vi mau vat duy
nhat kia da chang con.

Lincoln Rhyme Iuén luén ing ho viéc hy sinh mau vat.

Anh nh¢ lai céi rung ban bat ctia chi€c may dwdi ban tay anh, khi ban tay
anh van con cam thay chung.

Anh ciling nhin dam day dién ngoan ngoéo, chay vat qua nhau trén san go,
nh@ cai cam gidc ndy lén ndy xudng - tat nhién, chi & ham va co - khi chiéc
xe lan lan len chung, tréen duwong tir ban kham nghiém nay sang ban kham
nghiém khac, hay t ban kham nghiém tdi treéc man hinh may tinh.

Day dieén...

Ro6i Rhyme lan xe sang phong sinh hoat chung, nhin nhitng birc anh gia
dinh. Nghi dén 6ng anh ho Arthur. Ong bac Henry. Nghi dén ca cha me anh
nira.

Va Amelia Sachs, tat nhién. Luon luon la Amelia.
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R6i nhitng ky niém dep dé mo di, va Rhyme khong dirng dugc y nghi vé
cac sai sot cia minh hom nay da suyt khién c6 mat mang. Vi cai than thé bat
tri ctia anh da phu tat ca ho. Rhyme va Sachs va Ron Pulaski. Va ai biét dwgc
la bao nhiéu nhan vién Pon vi Phéan tng nhanh da c6 thé bi dién giat chét khi
a0 vao ngoi trvong ¢ Chinatown?

Céac y nghi cta anh tiép tuc phat trién, anh nhan ra rang sy viéc h6m nay
dai dién cho mdi quan hé gitta anh va c6. Anh yéu co, tat nhién, nhung anh
khong thé phu nhan viéc minh dang can tr¢ co, c¢6 chi dwgc séng mot phan
con nguwoi ma co co thé song, néu c6 ¢ bén canh mot nguwoi khac, hodc tham
chi néu c6 khong & bén canh ai ca.

Pay chang phai la s ty thwong hai, va thyc té€, anh dang cam thay phan
khdi mot cach ky qudc véi hudng di cua cac y nghi.

Rhyme nghi vé chuyén sé xay tGi khi Sachs mot minh tiép tuc séng. Anh
binh than twdng twgng ra vién canh ay. Va anh két luan rang Amelia Sachs sé
hoan toan 6n. Anh lai trong thay hinh anh Ron Pulaski va Sachs phu trach bo
phan Kham nghiém Hién treong sau day it nam.

Bay gio, trong phong sinh hoat chung doi dién phong thi nghiém, vay
xung quanh la nhitng bitrc anh gia dinh, Rhyme nhin xuéng mot vat nam trén
chiéc ban & gan. Mau sic, bong bay. An phdm quang cio ma ngudi ung ho ty
ttr 6 ho trg Arlen Kopeski da dé lai.

Lwa chon...

Rhyme bu6n cwdi nhan ra rdang quyén sach da duwgc thiét ké mot cach
thong minh nham vao déi twgng ngwoi khuyét tat. Nguwdi ta chang can cam né
1én, 1at mé. So6 dién thoai ctia cdi td chitc gitp nguwoi ta chét khong dau dén
kia in luon trén bia trwdc, cd 16n - phong treong hgp chinh van dé sitc khée
khuyén khich ngudi ta ty ti¥ c6 lién quan t6i thi lyc.

Trong ltc nhin quyén sach, tdm tri anh quay mong mong. Cai ké hoach ty
né dang dinh hinh can dwoc sap xép dau vao day.

Can su kin dao.

Can su thong dong. Va vai hanh vi mua chudc.

D6 1a cudc song cua mot ngwoi ti chi bat toai, cudc séng ma suy nghi thi
tw do va dé dang nhung hanh dong bao gio cling can phai cé sy dong 16a.
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K€ hoach nay con can dén thoi gian nita. Tuy nhién, khéng gi quan trong
trong cudc doi ma lai xay ra nhanh chéng ca. Trong long Rhyme day ap noi
ron rang di d6i véi mot quyét dinh manh mé.

Modi quan tdm 1én cta anh la bdo ddm rang boi tham doan nghe dugc 16i
lam chitng anh dwa ra chong lai Thg Bong Ho, tuy anh sé vang mat. C6 mot
thu tuc thyc hién viéc do: lam ching ngoai toa. Hon nita, Sachs va Mel
Cooper da kha day dan kinh nghiém lam chitng cho bén céng t6. Anh tin
twong rang Ron Pulaski cling sé tham gia.

Ngay mai, Rhyme sé néi chuyén vGi cong td vién, mot cudc néi chuyén
riéng tw, va dé nghi mot phong vién toa an dén nha 1dy 10i lam chitng. Thom
sé khong nghi gi ca.

Mim cudi, Lincoln Rhyme lan xe quay lai phong thi nghiém vang vé, véi
cac thiét bi dién tt, phan mém va, a phai, nhitng sgi day dién, cho phép anh
thue hién cu dién thoai anh da nghi t6i, khong, ding hon la da bi am anh, gan
nhu sudt tir thoi diém bat gitt Thg Bong Ho.
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Muoi ngay
sau Ngay Trai D&t

1]
VU AN CUGI CUNG

“Hau hét cac hoat dong thé duc cua toi la dung va di di lai lai ca ngay tU ban thi nghiém nay sang ban
thi nghiém khac. T6i tim théy Igi ich cung niém vui & nhiing hoat dong dé nhigu hon Igi ich cung niém
vui ma mot s6 ban bé hay déi thu canh tranh cla t6i tim thdy ¢ nhiing mén nhu golf chang han.”

THOMAS ALVA EDISON
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Chuong 86

Amelia Sachs va Thom Reston v6i va di qua ctta bénh vién. Chang ai m&
miéng noi gi.

Sanh bénh vién va cac day hanh lang yén tinh chinh la diéu ky la déi véi
nhitng noi nhw thé nay vao mot budi téi tht Bay ¢ thanh phé New York.
Thong thwong, khung canh hon loan sé thong tri cac co s@ y t€, tai nan, ngo
doc rugu, choi ma tdy qua liéu va, tit nhién, do6i luc la thwong tich do dam
chém, ban giét nhau.

Tuy nhién, ¢ day, bau khong khi tinh lang mét cach la lung, dang sg.

Mat miii nghiém trang, Sachs dirng lai doc bién bdo. C6 chi tay va ho bat
dau di xu6i mot day hanh lang tham chi 4nh sang con 16 m@ hon ltic nay, dwdi
tang ham cua bénh vién.

Ho dirng lai lan nita.

“L6i kia a?” Sachs thi thao hai.

“Ho khong ghi chi dan ro rang. Pang 1€ ho phai ghi chi dan ro rang hon.”

Sachs nghe thay su buc bdi trong giong Thom, tuy nhién c6 biét cai giong
bure boi dy cha yéu xuat phat tir n6i hoang mang.

“Kia.”

Ho tiép tuc di, ngang qua khu virc ¢ cac y ta ng6i nhan tan chuyén gau
dang sau chiéc ban quay cao. Pay ra nao la quan 4o dong phuc, giay to, ho
so, nhung cling day ra cac coc ca phé, do trang diém, mot cudn cau do. Sachs
dé thay rat nhiéu 6 s6 Sudoku, va ban khoan khong biét tai sao tro nay lai
dugc wa thich thé. Co khong c6 dua kién nhan dé chai no.

Co do rang & dwdi nay, tai khoa nay, nhan vién khong thuwong xuyén phai
xtt ly gap cac tinh hudéng, thé hién qua cung cach lam viéc nhw trong phim
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truyén hinh ctaa cac bac si phong cap ctru.

Tai ban quay thit hai, Sachs dén gan nguwoi y ta, mot phu nit trung tudi. Ba
ta ng6i moi mGt minh. Va ¢6 néi von ven, “Rhyme.”

“A, vang.” Nguoi y t4 ngdng nhin, dap. Ching can xem bang hay xem
gidy to ho so gi. “Hai nguoi la?”

“P0i tadc ctia 6ng ay.” Sachs néi. Co tirng dung cach goi nay nhiéu lan,
theo ca nghia cong viéc lan quan hé ca nhan, nhung cho t6i lic dy c6 mdai
nhan ra rang n6 hoan toan khong day da. C6 khong thich n6. C6 cam giac
ghét bo no.

Thom ty gigi thiéu minh la ‘ngwoi cham soc’.

Cai danh t nay nghe ciing khong kéu.

“T6i e 1a minh khong biét gi cu thé ca.” Nguoi y ta ndi, thé hién diung diéu
Sachs co 1€ sé hoi. “Di theo t6i.”

Nguwoi phu nit dang chac nich dan ho di xu6i theo mot hanh lang nita,
tham chi con &m dam hon hanh lang ltic dau. Sach sé nhw lau nhw li, c6 thiét
ké dé chiu, trat ty. Va dang ghét.

Dau sao, ciing con tir nao phu hgp hon dé mo ta cac bénh vién?

Khi ho dén gan mot can phong c6 ctra m@, nguwoi y ta néi kho khan, “Xin
cho & kia. Sé c6 nguoi t6i day ngay.”

Nguoi phu nit roi khéi day tic thi, y nhw sg bon ho c6 thé day ba ta vao
mot chiéc ghé dé tham van vay. Viéc ma Sachs suyt nita cling muén lam.

Co va Thom vong qua goc hanh lang, bwéc vao phong cho. Can phong
khong c6 ai. Lon Sellitto, Arthur anh ho Rhyme va Judy, vo anh ta, dang dén.
Ca me Sachs, ba Rose. Ba dang dén bang tau dién ngam, mac du Sachs da nai
ba di 6 to.

Ho ngoi lang 1€. Sachs cam lén mot cuén Sudoku nita, xem so so. Thom
dwa mat nhin sang c6. Anh ta siét 1dy canh tay c6, ngwdi rii xuéng. That la
lung thdy anh ta chang con tac phong hoan hdo moi ngay.

Anh ta bdo véi Sachs, “Anh ay khong noi gi. Khong mot 16i.”

“biéu dy khién anh ngac nhién u?”

Thom da ha miéng dinh trd 16i vang. Nhung r6i anh ta tham chi con rii
xuong hon. “Khong.”
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Mot nguoi dan 6ng mdc com 1€ cong sd, ca vat xoc xéch, budc vao, nhin
guong mat hai ngwoi da ¢ trong phong va quyét dinh ra cho khac doi. Sachs
hau nhuw khong thé trach méc gi anh ta.

Vao nhitng lic nhuw thé nay, ngudi ta khong mudn chia sé khong gian cong
cong vGi nguoi la.

Sachs nga dau sang Thom, anh ta 6m siét 1ay c6. C6 khong nhé anh ta von
van manh mé dén nhudng nao.

Budi t6i hom nay la dinh diém ctia muwoi hai tiéng dong ho co 1€ la lung
nhat, cang thang nhat, trong sudt nhitng nam co6 biét Rhyme. Khi Sachs dén
vao bubi sang sau dém hom trudc & bén Brooklyn, c6 thdy Thom dang ngong
mat ra ctta. Roi anh chang phu t4 li€c nhin phia sau c6, cau may.

“Gi vay?” Co hoi, va cling li€c nhin dang sau.

“Anh ay khong di véi chi?”

“Ai?”

“Lincoln.”

“Khong.”

“Me kiép. Anh ay bién mat ro6i.”

Nho chiéc xe lan Mii tén Dong bao toc do va dang tin cdy, Rhyme von
van di chuyén chang kém gi mot chiéc xe canh sat, ngwoi ta khong phai la
khong biét c6 nhitng lic anh ty lai sang Cong vién Trung tam. Tuy nhién,
thue sy thi cadc hoat dong ngoai troi cting khong khién anh thich thi may,
Rhyme wa & trong phong thi nghiém hon, gitta ddm may moc thiét bi, dau tri
vGi cac vu an.

Anh chang phu td hdm nay da dé anh day s6m, theo yéu cau cta anh, thay
quan 4o, roi dit anh vao xe lan. Nha hinh sy hoc néi, “T6i sé di gap mot
nguoi dé an sang.”

“Chung ta sé di dau?” Thom hoi.

“Thom, t6i la dai tir ngbi thi nhat s6 it. Chung ta la s6 nhiéu. Ciing la dai
tlr ngdi thit nhat, nhung ngoai ra chiing hau nhw khong c6 diém gi chung. Cau
dau dwgc moi, va do la vi 1gi ich ctia ban than cau. Cau sé phat chan mat.”

“O bén canh anh thi khong bao gi® phat chan ca, Lincoln.”

“Ha. T0i sé tr& vé som.”
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Tam trang nha hinh sy hoc rat vui vé nén Thom da dong y.

Nhung r6i Rhyme hoan toan khong tré vé.

Thém mot tiéng dong ho ké tr ldc Sachs dén. Sy thac mac chuyén thanh
noi lo lang. Nhung ding khoanh khac ay, ca hai nhan dugc email, hai may
tinh va hai dién thoai BlackBerry kéu tinh tinh thong bao. L&i 1€ r6 rang, thiét
thuc, phong cach ddc trung Lincoln Rhyme.

Thom, Sachs,
Sau nhiéu lan bdn khodn can nhdc, t6i da di tdi két ludn rdng t6i khong
muon tiép tuc song trong tinh trang sttc khée hién tai ctia minh.

“Khong.” Thom ha h6c miéng noi.
“Tiép tuc doc di da.”

Nhirng su viéc gan day cho thdy ro rang rdng tinh trang khuyét tat doi voi
toi la khong thé chdp nhdn dugc nita. Téi da co hai déng co thic ddy hanh
déng. Thw nhat la chuyén viéng thdm cta Kopeski, no néi vdi téi rang mdc
du t6i sé khéng bao gio tw két lieu cudc doi minh, van co nhirng thoi diém ma
nguy co mdt mang cting khong nén cdan buéc nguoi ta di dén mot quyét dinh.

Thtt hai la cudc gdp go Susan Stringer. C6 dy noi rdng trén doi nay khong
co s trung hop ngau nhién va c6 dy cam thdy s6 phdan dd dinh doat dé c6 dy
noéi vai téi vé Trung tam Tiy séng Pembroke. (Hai nguoi biét toi tin twong
vao diéu dé tdi mifc nao - va néu dén doan nay hai nguoi nghi téi sé go ky
hiéu LOL, thi toi sé khong go dau.)

T6i dd chinh thitc thdo ludn véi trung tdm va da ddt bon cudc hen dé thuc
hién cdc buéc phau thudt trong tam thdng tdi. Cuéc hen dau tién chudn bi
bat dau roi.

Tat nhién, cé kha ndng t6i sé khong thé thuc hién ba cudc hen kia duoc,
nhung nguoi ta chi cé thé cho dgi va xem chuyén gi sé xdy ra. Néu moi
chuyén dién ra nhu mong dogi, toi sé mé td toan bo quang canh ddm mdu cta
cudc phdu thudt cho quy vi nghe sau mét hay hai ngay. Néu khéng, Thom,
cdu biét cho cat tdt ca cdc gidy to tai liéu. O, va con mét viéc toi quén di
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chtic lai, t6i tdng tat ca so ruou scotch cho Arthur, anh ho t6i. Anh dy sé ldy
lam cdm kich day.

Sachs, con moét buc thu khdc cho em. Thom sé dua cho em nhé.

Xin 16i vi toi dd chon xur ly theo cdch nay, nhung cd hai nguoi déu co
nhitng viéc hay ho dé lam trong mét ngay dep troi nhw hom nay, hon la ldng
phi thoi gian di dp tai mot bénh nhan bénh ndng nhw toi vao bénh vién. Hon
nita, hai nguoi biét tinh t6i roi day. Mot s6 viéc toi thich lam mét minh hon.
Mdy ndm qua, t6i it c6 co hoi dugc thuc hién diéu ay.

Cuéi budi chiéu hodc dau budi toi, sé co nguoi goi dién thong bdo tinh
hinh.

Vé vu dn cubi cung cta chiing ta, Sachs, anh hy vong duvgc truc tiép lam
chitng trong phién toa xét xir Thg Pong H6. Nhung néu moi viéc dién ra
khéng suén sé lam, anh da nép van bdn lam chitng cho 6ng chudng ly. Em,
Mel va Ron sé thay anh. Hdy bdo ddm rdng Ngai Logan phdi vao tu cho dén
hét phan doi con lai.

Y nghi ndy ctia con ngudi téi dd cé lic & gan, mo td chinh xdc cdm xuc
trong t6i bdy gio: “Thoi dai doi thay. Chiing ta ciing phdi thay d6i. Du rti ro
thé nao. Du chiing ta cé phdi bé lai gi ddng sau.”

LR

Va gio day, trong bénh vién dang ghét nay, ho cho doi.

R6t cudc, mot bac si. Mot ngwoi dan 6ng cao, manh khanh, mac b do
mau xanh 14 cay va téc 16m dém bac, buéc vao.

“Pay la Amelia Sachs.”

“Vang.”

“Con day la Thom?”

Mot cai gat dau.

Nguwoi dan 6ng hda ra la phau thuat vién treéng Trung tam Tuy song
Pembroke. Ong ta néi, “Anh dy di vugt qua ca md, nhung van con hon mé.”

Ong ta tiép tuc, giai thich nhitng van dé k§j thuat cho ho. Sachs git dau,
tiép thu thong tin. Mot s6 c6 vé tot. Mot s6 ¢6 vé khong t6t lam. Nhung cha
yéu co6 chi nhan ra rang 6ng ta da khong tra 16i cau hoi quan trong - khong
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phadi cau hoi vé sy thanh céng cua ca mo, trén phwong dién ky thuat, ma la
khi nao, hodc liéu rang, Lincoln Rhyme c6 thé tinh lai hay khong?

Khi Sachs thang thirng dwa ra cau héi, 6ng bac si chang néi duwgc gi hon
ngoai, “Chung t6i hoan toan khong biét. Chiing ta sé phai dgi.”
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Chuong 87

Nhitng dudng xody 3D cua van tay hinh thanh nén chang phai dé gitp cac
chuyén gia kham nghiém hién treong xac dinh danh tinh va két an nhitng ké
pham t6i, ma don gidn chi la dé cdc ngon tay ctua ching ta c6 do bam chac
chan, dé bat c thit gi chiing ta dang cam, du quy gia hay can thiét hay khong
duwgc thira nhan, sé khong tudt khéi cai nam long 1éo ctia con nguoi.

Ching ta, suy cho cung, dd mat hét méong vuot, va sitc manh co bap cda
chung ta - xin 16i nhitng thanh phan ham mo viéc luyén tap thé hinh - thuc sy
tam thwong so véi moi dong vat hoang da c6 trong lwgng twong tu.

Nhitng dang xoan 6c khac nhau trén ngoén tay (ca ngén chan nita) dugc goi
mot cach chinh thitc 1a gon ma sat, cach goi nay cho thay y nghia dich thuc
cua chung.

Lincoln Rhyme thoang dwa mat sang Amelia Sachs, nguoi dang & cach
anh ba mét, co minh nam ngu trén chiéc ghé dwa, trong diéu bd toai nguyén
va e 1€ la lung. Mai t6c do day dan buéng xuong, che di nira gwong mat co.

Gan gitta dém.

Anh quay lai vGi dong suy nghi vé ‘gon ma sat’. Chiing xuat hién trén cac
ngoén, bao ham ca ngoén tay lan ngén chan, va trong long ban tay, gan ban
chan. Nguoi ta c6 thé dé dang bi két ti qua dau gan ban chan cling y nhw qua
mot ddu van tay vay, tuy hoan canh pham toi lién quan tGi mot dau gan ban
chan chac chan la hoi hiém.

Twr 1au, nguwoi ta da biét vé tinh riéng biét cia dau van tay - tir tdm tram
nam trwedc ching da duwge dung dé diém chi vao cac gidy to chinh thirc -
nhung phdi t6i nhitng nam 1890 chiing mdi dwgc thira nhan la mot cach dé
lién hé ké pham t6i v§i toi ac. BO phan phu trach dau van tay thudc co quan
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thue thi phap luat dau tién trén thé gidi cé tru s& & Calcutta, An D9, thanh 1ap
duwdi sy chi dao ctia ngai Edward Richard Henry, tén cta ngai da dwgc dat
cho hé thong phan loai ddu van tay ma canh sat sit dung trong sudt mot tram
nam sau do.

Ly do cho dong suy twéng ciia Rhyme vé dau van tay la anh hién tai dang
nhin nhitng diu van tay cta chinh minh. Lan dau tién sau bao nhiéu nam.

Lan dau tién ké tir vu tai nan ¢ nha ga tau dién ngam.

Canh tay phai cta anh gio 1én, dudi ra & khuyu, ban tay gap lai & co tay,
doi dién v6i mat, va anh dang cham chd nhin nhitng dau van tay. Khap nguoi
anh ron rang, day ap noéi xtc dong, y nhw khi anh tim thdy sgi vai bé xiu ay,
cai dau vét mo ho ay, dau van tay mo nhat trong bun cho phép anh két néi
mot doi twgng tinh nghi v&i hién treong vu an.

Ca mo da thanh cong: N6 cay nhitng sgi day dién, c6 chitc nang cua chiéc
may tinh, dugc diéu khién bang cac cit dong ctia dau va vai anh, phia trén
khu vuce bi thwong ton. Anh da cang co co6 va vai dé than trong nang canh tay
1én, than trong xoay co0 tay.

Trong thdy dau van tay cda chinh minh la gidc mo bao lau nay anh hang
om ap, anh da quyét dinh rang néu c6 ngay nao do6 anh lai cr dong dwgc canh
tay, viéc dau tién anh lamla ngamnhitrng vong xoan ay.

Tat nhién, phia tr6c van con nhiéu giai doan tri liéu. Cling con nhitng lan
mo tiép theo. Dinh tuyén lai day than kinh, viéc nay hau nhw khong cé tac
dung dé6i v6i chitc nang van dong, nhung c6 tac dung cai thién mot so chirc
nang khac. Roi tri liéu té bao goc. Ca phuc hoi thé chat nita: cac bai tdp van
dong khdp, cac bai tap vai may chay bo va xe dap.

Tat nhién, van con cac han ché - nén céng viéc cia Thom sé khong hé bi
de doa. Tham chi néu anh ctt dong duwgc canh tay va ban tay, hay néu phoi
anh hoat dong tot hon bao gio hét va nhitng sw vu bén dwdi that lwng sé co
thé dugc nhw ngwoi binh thuwdong, thi anh van bi mat cam giac, van c6 nguy co
nhiém tring huyét va van khong di duwgc - chac han mai mai khong di dugc,
hodc it nhat nhiéu nam nita sé chwa di dugc. Nhung diéu nay khong khién
Rhyme phién mudn. Anh da thay tiv cong viéc kham nghiém hién tredng cua
minh la ngwoi ta hiém khi dat dwgc mot tram phan tram nhitng gi minh tim
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kiém. Nhung thong thwong, bang lao dong cham chi va trung hgp ngau nhién
- 1& di nhién, theo quan diém ctia Rhyme, khong bao gid co cai goi la ‘may
man’ - nhitng gi ngwoi ta dat dwoc la du... cho viéc xac dinh danh tinh, cho
viéc bat gitr va két toi. Ngoai ra, Lincoln Rhyme la ngwdi dan 6ng can cé cac
muc tiéu. Anh song dé thuc hién nhitng nhiém vu nhat dinh tai nhitng thoi
diém nhat dinh, dé - nhuw Sachs biét rat o - thoa man nhitng khao khat. Cudc
doi anh sé trd nén vo6 ich néu khong c6 cho nao doé dé di tdi, ludn ludn la cho
nao do dé di tai.

Bay gid, mot cach than trong, bang nhitng cr dong khé khang & c6, anh
xoay long ban tay lai va ha n6 xuéng giwong, giong nhw chid ngwa con vira
chao doi dang loay hoay phdi hgp co dé dat duoc vo xudng dat.

RO6i cam giac kiét sitc va du lwgng cia cac thit thuéc xam chiém anh.
Rhyme chac chan minh da san sang chim vao gidc ngi. Nhung anh quyét
dinh tri hodn lénh an x4 dé thém mdy phit, dirng anh mat trén gwong mat
Amelia Sachs - gwong mat xanh xao 10 mot nita sau nhitng lon téc, nhv manh
trang gitta ky nguyeét thuc.
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