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Chuong 1

Mot chiéc xe ltra chay gifta nui. Tinh trang thoi tiét xau khong chi cé &
day, ma ca nwdc déu nhw vay. Nam nay khong khi lanh quét khap ca nuéc,
¢ Bac Kinh xdy ra mdt tran bao tuyét, sang nay tat ca chuyén bay déu bi
dinh chi.

DPoan tau cao toc 254 mdi dwge dua vao st dung, chay tr Con Minh
dén Bac Kinh phai mat ba mwoi may gio.

Luc doan tau dirng tai tram dau tién, Thanh Van hoi nghi ngo. C6 ngo
rang day la cudc hanh trinh dai dang dang, chwa biét la c6 can thiét hay
khong nhung chac chan ton thoi gian.

Tai sao tau toc hanh ma dirng lai gitta chirng?
CO quay dau héi mot hanh khach ké bén: “Anh dén dau?”

Nguoi dan 6ng ngoi bén canh ¢6 6m dita tré, bén canh nita la vg cia
anh ta, hai nguoi déu an mac kiéu dan qué binh thwong. Lic Thanh Van
héi, ngudi dan 6ng dang cam mot que thywc pham gi do tréu choc dita tré,
nghe thay c6 ngudi hoi, anh ta nghiéng dau.

Trong chang duwong hon mot gio qua, nguwoi dan ong nay ting nhin
trom Thanh Van nhiéu lan. Pay la toa xe ghé citng, tuy lén & tram dau tién,
toa xe coi nhu sach sé, nhwng roi sé nhanh chéng tré nén vo ctiing do ban va
btra bai 160n xon. Anh ta cdm thay c06 gai nay khong nén xuat hién & day.
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Trong co khong giong vdi bon ho, c6 khong mang hanh ly, chi c6 mot
tui xach nhoé ddt bén nguoi.

C0 mdc mot chiéc 4o khoac mau den, bén trong la chiéc do len ngan
mau xam, quan bé sat, chdn mang déi giay ong da. Téc co hoi dai, choang
trén dau vai, nhin kho va cttng hon t6c phu nit khac.

Thanh Van nhin nguwdi dan dng, cuwdi hoi: “Anh dén dau?”

Nguoi dan ong noi: “Dén Twong Pam.” Chi cé ba chit nhung dac sét
giong dan qué khong lan di dau duoc.

Thanh Van gat gat dau, néi: “Tuyén nay phai dirng bao nhiéu tram?”

“Khong biét.” Nguwoi dan ong quay sang hoi vg, vg anh ta cling noi
khong biét.

Pung lic nhan vién phuc vu trén tau day xe di ngang qua, Thanh Van
goi anh ta lai, hoi giong nhuw vay. Nhan vién phuc vu chuyén nghiép tra 15i:
“Chuyén tau nay doc duwong dirng hai mwoi mot tram.”

Thanh Van hoi lai: “Duwng bao nhieu?”
“Hai muwoi mot tram.”
“Vay tai sao lai goi la tau toc hanh?”

Nhan vién phuc vu dwong nhu sttng s6t béi cau hoi phitc tap nay,
Thanh Van lac dau: “Théi, t6i mua chai nuéc.”

Nhan vién phuc vu 1ap titc 1ay ra mét chai nwéc sudi.
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Xe Itta chuyén banh lan nita, Thanh Van lay thudc 1a trong tii ra. Co6
ding 1én, voc dang cao rao can doéi, o khoac dai cham goi.

“Xin nhuwong duvong!”
Hai vg chong kia vi vang tranh ra, Thanh Van di sat qua ho.

DPén chod noi hai toa xe, c6 hai ngudi dan 6ng dang ding twa vao vach
vira hit thudc 14 vira tro chuyén, vira nhin thdy Thanh Van, ho bat giac
dung lai.

Thanh Van tya vao mot vach khac, ngén tay bat 1én, tdch mot tiéng,
h6t quet mé ra. C6 cham mot diéu thudc, rit mot hoi, nhin ra ngoai ctra so.

Hai nguoi dan 6ng bén canh lai tro chuyén ti€p. Bén ngoai van am u,
khap nui ritng cling khong c6 cdy cao co6 dai gi moc. Nhanh chong hiit xong
mot diéu thudc, Thanh Van lai 1ay ra mét diéu khac. Lic nay cham thudc,
c6 khong nhin ra ngoai nita ma quay dau n6i chuyén vdi hai nguoi dan 6ng
kia.

“Hai anh dén dau?”

Hai nguwdi dan ong stng sot liéc nhin nhau, mot ngwoi tra 16i c6: “bi
An Thuan.”

Thanh Van gat gat dau ro6i néi: “Vé nha a?”

“Khong phai, di lam.” — Mot ngwoi dan ong khac nhin Thanh Van, néi
— “Con co, di dau?”

“Bac Kinh.”
“A, tram cudi cing.” — Nguoi dan ong kia quan sat Thanh Van mot

chut, sau do lai quay dau nhin vao trong xe — “Khong mua vé givdng nam
é?”
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“U.” — Thanh Van néi — “Mua tré qua hét givdng ndm roi.”

Lan da Thanh Van rat dep, khong can trang diém gi, chi vé 16ng may
ton 1én d6i mat ro nét va khudén mat trang non.

Pan 6ng von thich néi chuyén v6i nguwoi dep, ma Thanh Van thoat
nhin lai khién nguoi ta c6 mot cam gidc thw thai, bon ho nhanh chéng nghi
ké gitip c6.

“Co tim nhan vién phuc vu hoi xem. Hién tai vira qua tram dau,
girong nam chac chan con trong, chuyén qua dé maét chit trwedc, khi nao c6
nguoi len thi tra lai.”

Thanh Van cuoi néi: “Puoc, dé toi hoi th xem.”

Hai nguwoi dan ong kia thoat nhin van con mu6n tim dé tai tro chuyén,
nhung dién thoai Thanh Van rung 1én. Co lay dién thoai ra xem, quay sang
cho khac nghe.

“Ly tong.”

“Tiéu Van a.” — Trong dién thoai la tiéng mot nguwdi dan ong — “Pang
¢ dau, méi vira roi sao khong nghe dién thoai?”

“Khong nghe thdy, em dang & trén xe Itra, tin hiéu khong t6t.” Thanh
Van nha ra mot lan khoi, néi.

“Xe ltra?” — Tiéng nguwoi dan 6ng hoi nghi ngd — “Sao lai ngoi xe
ltra?”

“H6m nay Bac Kinh do tuyét 16n nhw vay, may bay ngirng bay ca roi.”

Nguwoi dan ong hiéu ra, lai néi: “Vay ciing dau can ngoi xe ltra, mét
lam, & lai thém mot ngay, mai di mua vé may bay sau.”
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Thanh Van di vé phia trudc mot bude, giay cao got giam trén san xe,
tiéng vang lanh 1anh bj tiéng xe Itra xinh xich 14n at.

“Cong viéc cuia em bén nay can ban da xong roi, & thém mdt ngay
cling chang cé y nghia gi.” — Thanh Van néi — “Chuyén cta anh phién
khong?”

Nguwoi dan ong cuoi cuoi: “Yén tam di, khong sao.”
Thanh Van cling khong hoi nhiéu: “Vay thi t6t.”
“May gio xe ltta dén Bac Kinh, anh di d6n em.”
“T6i mai chin gio rwdi, em ty vé dugc r6i.”

“Pung, em khong mang hanh 1y gi ding khong, chi mac mot chiéc 4o
phong phanh thoi chit gi? Hién tai Bac Kinh lanh 1am, em dirng hanh ha
minh.”

Thanh Van thodng ngting lai, noi: “Pugc roi, ngay mai sap dén em sé
goi dien thoai cho anh.”

“Blrdc,”

bat dién thoai xuéng, Thanh Van khong muon hit thu6c nita, vira
quay dau lai, hai ngwoi dan 6ng kia van dang nhin c6. C6 cwoi véi bon ho,
rut ra hai diéu thu6c dwa cho ho.

“Thtr khong?”
Hai nguwdi nhan 1ay diéu thudc, ngtri ngtri.
Thanh Van ndi: “Khong nang do dau, hut choi thoi.”

“Nho nhi, dung la chuwa hut qua loai nay.”
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Thanh Van cho tay vao tii, néi dua: “Thudc cta phu nit, lic hit dirng
dé nguwoi khac trong thay ma bi ché cwdi nhé.”

Trd vao toa xe, doi dién vi tri cia Thanh Van la mot hanh khach méi
1én, trong giong nhw nit sinh vién dai hoc. Sau khi c¢6 ng6i xuéng van thay
co bé do6 dang tro chuyén vdi hai vo chong kia.

“Qi dang yéu qua, bé 16n bao nhiéu roi a?”

“MGt tudi bon thang roi.”

“Anh ay dang cho n6 an gi vay?”

“P06 an vat thoi, tré con doi bung c6 thé an dugc.” Me dia bé ndi.

Co bé kia nhin go6i d6, chan may cau lai, bat dau thuyét gidang moi
nguy hai cta loai thyc pham rac nay. Hai vg chéng nghe gat dau lién tuc,
noi sau nay sé bot an lai.

Thanh Van khong noéi 16i nao, nham mat lai, dan dan ngu thiép di
trong tiéng ndi chuyén o6n ao.

Co0 ngu rat nhanh, nhwng khong sau, cam giac giac ngu rat chap chon,
giong nhw c6 mot 16p vai ngan cach co vdi tiéng dong xung quanh. Trong
mo mang, thoi gian troi qua cuyc nhanh, trén xe ngwoi qua ké lai, nhan vién
phuc vu day xe thitc an qua lai rat nhiéu lan.

bién thoai trong tdi lai rung, vang 1én hai tiéng ting ting. Thanh Van
thodng choc tinh lai, m@ mat ra. Ngoai ctta toa xe troi da toi den, hai vg
chong bén canh va c6 sinh vién doi dién déu nga ga ngu gat. Co 1dy dién
thoai ra, la Ly Van Sung.

Thanh Van dirng 1én, di ra khoi toa xe. Van la noi khi ndy hut thudc 1a,
lic nay dang trong trdi, dén trén dinh dau da bat sang. Thanh Van ditng dva
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vao vach, nhin thady béng dang minh phan chiéu trong tdm kiéng bén canh.
“Tiéu Van.”

Khong biét c6 phdi nguyén nhan do troi to6i hay khong, tiéng néi Ly
Van Sung nghe ndng né hon may gid tredc mot chuit.

“Ly téng.”

“Pén dau r6i?”

Thanh Van vira méi thitc day, that sy khéng biét da dén dau r6i. Bén
canh cling khong c6é ngwaoi hit thudc, co nhin trirde nhin sau, toa xe bén kia
chi c6 den chiéu sang.

Ly Van Sung ciing khong dgi co tra 10i, 6ng ndi: “Tiéu Van, vé tré
chut di.”

“Hé?”
“Tim mot noi choi di, qua mot thoi gian ngan r6i hang ve.”

Thanh Van im lang trong gidy lat, sau d6 noi: “Diéu tra gat gao qua
ha?”

Ly Van Sung thd dai mét hoi, Thanh Van cé thé twéng twong dugc
tinh trang hién gio cia 6ng. Liuc nay chac Ly Van Sung dang ngo6i trén ghé
salon van phong ctia minh. Trong phong khong c6 ai khac, ca ngwoi ong
déu lun sau vao chiéc ghé. Chi can 6ng mudn, qua mét phut la c6 thé ngu
thiép di ngay.

“Pung vay, c6 mot ky gia dén.” — Thanh Van nghe dugc tiéng bat Itra
trong dién thoai, Ly Van Sung dang cham mot diéu thudc.

“Pén lam sao?”
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“C6 chuan bi ma dén.”
“6 »

Ly Van Sung khé cudi mot tiéng, khong biét dang nghi gi, lwoi biéng
néi: “Yén tam, banh xe gay truc, han khong xoay duwgc dau.”

“Em phai roi khoéi may ngay?”

Giong Ly Van Sung lai ung dung: “May ngay cling dwgc, nhan dip
nghi phép luén. Anh biét em khéng thich giao thiép véi truyén thong, tran
nay dé anh ganh véac, yén binh r6i em trd& vé.”

“Vay chit nita em xu6ng xe, cai Xe nay sap lam t6i ngat chét r6i.”
“Anh da no6i la em dirng ngoi xe lira ma, toi tinh gi chit.”

Thanh Van phui phui quan 4o minh, néi: “Co viéc gi thi goi dién thoai
cho em.”

“U em choi vui vé, tién c6 mang di khong, thé van quet duge chir?”
Thanh Van cwoi khanh khach: “Pung tréu em ma.”

Ly Van Sung nghe thdy c6 cudi, ban than cling cudi theo: “Nghi phép
vui vé, dirng suy nghi nhiéu.”

“BLI’Q,C,”

Thanh Van bé dién thoai di dong xuéng, nu cuwdi trén mat dan dan
phai nhat. C6 quay dau, ding lic thady khuoén mat minh trén ctra so .

Dudi toa xe dang lac lv ting tran, Thanh Van xoay xoay cd, nghe
xuwong kéu rang rac.
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Luc nay loa phong thanh cua doan tau vang lén: “Thwa cac hanh
khach, tram phia trwéc la Quy Dwong, thoi gian dén Quy Duwong la muoi
tdm gio bon muoi chin phit, tau ditng hai muwoi phit. Hanh khach xuéng
Quy Dwong xin vui long chuan bi vé hanh ly va d6 dac, di dén hai dau toa
xe cho...”

Thanh Van liéc nhin ra ngoai ctta toa xe, da tién vao khu vuc thanh
thi, bén ngoai c6 thé thdy dugc anh deén lac dac.

CO quay nguoi vao toa xe, cam lay tui.

Quy Duong dwoc xem la tram 16n gitta chang dwong, c6 nhiéu nguoi
xuong tau. Thanh Van deo tii ditng xép hang vdi rat nhiéu ngudi trong toa
xe,, dang vOc cao rao trong vo cung bat mat.

Xe Itra ngt'ng & Quy Duong, clra toa xe vira m@ ra, gio lanh da thoi
vao. Thanh Van theo dong ngudi xuéng tau, nhung khong voi di luon. Co
hoan toan khong biét minh muén di dau, ditng ¢ san ga mot hoi lau, doan
tau cling da chay di mat.

Quy Dwong lat phat mwa phun, mwa rat nho, nhé dén mic khong nhan
ra dugc, ting giot nhe roi lén toc, 1en vai Thanh Van.

Troi da toi, nhiét d0 Quy Duwong khong cao nhung cling khong goi la
lanh. C6 1€ do troi mwa, nén né am w6t hon Bac Kinh rat nhiéu.

Thanh Van cai nit 4o khodc lai, di ra tram xe ltta. O ctra tram day tai
x€ taxi va nhan vién moi chao khach san, Thanh Van vat va lam m&i chen
ra dén duong, ca quang trwong chi thady dau nguoi di dong bdi bay gio dang
la gio cao diém dwa don hanh khach.

Thanh Van lién tuc tir chéi vo so tai xé 16i kéo, di ra phia ngoai.
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Tram xe I¥a trén ca nwéc déu giong nhau, dong ngwdi, buén ban cling
nhiéu. Trén con phé ngay ctra tram Quy Dwong toan la quay an vat, Thanh
Van di ngang qua mot quay hang, cti dau xem xét.

Cha quay cat tiéng chao héi, tiéng ndéi tram thdp, mang theo chut
giong dia phuong: “Co an gi?”

Thanh Van dua tay, chi chi mén dang bay trén 10 nwéng nong hoi:
“Pay la khoai tay nuwéng a?”

“Ba dong mot cu.” — Chu quay vira néi vira dinh 1ay tui.

“Khong, khong, khong.” — Thanh Van xua xua tay — “T6i khong can.”
Chu quay chuyén tay dinh 1y khoai lang nwéng bén canh.

“Khong, t0i cting khong can khoai lang nwéng.”

Tay kia lai thoang dirng lai, twa nhw dang suy nghi ké ti€p nén lay thi

Thanh Van dep tan y nghi ctia anh ta: “T6i khong can gi hét.”
Chu quay cat tdi nilon di.

Thanh Van quay dau nhin mot vong xung quanh. Co ngo6i tau mét chét
duwgce, lai bi mwa bui roi vao lam ca ngwoi am wét khé chiu, muén mau
chong tim ma6t cho dé tam rira nghi ngoi.

Bén canh tram xe Itta khong nhiéu khach san twom tat lam. Thanh Van
gio tay xem dong ho, tham nghi c6 chiu hém nay vay.
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Thanh Van tim mé6t khach san tién 1gi, vao phong tam rtta, sau d6 nam
nghi mét lic. Lic mé mat ra lai da hon mwoi gio, ¢6 xach tdi ra ctra, von
dinh dén ctra hang mua vai bd quan do dé mac, nhung vira di khong bao xa
da cam thay doi bung.

Lic nay c6 méi nhé ra, t* mot gio trira 1én tau dén gio c6 chi udng
mot chai nwdc sudi. Mot khi da doéi bung thi nhin céi gi ciing thdy ngon,
cho nén nhitng hang quan ven duong trudc kia Thanh Van khéng buon cha
y, gi0 day tirng cai tirng cai thi nhau chen chic vao mat cé.

Ph6 hang rong & Quy Dwong khong giong nhitng noi khéac, nhat 1a khu
bén canh tram xe Itta. Hang quan mé& su6t dém, moi 1éu la m6t moén an khac
nhau. Hién tai hon mudi gio, 1a gio budn ban dat khach nhat.

Thitc an rat da dang, noi dat buin gao hoanh thanh, con cé rau trén thit
heo. Thanh Van ditng tredc mot hang, nhin 4nh dén chiéu vao noi dat, ca
chua xat lat trong t6 trong twoi dep hon ngay thwong nhiéu. Chu quay la
mot ba thim chirtng nam muoi tudi, hoi vai lan Thanh Van khong tra 16i nén
khong dé y dén c6 nita.

Thanh Van roi vao phit suy tw ngan ngai. Khong phai 1a ¢6 khong an
dwgc mén nay, ma la may nam gan day rat it an, nguyén nhan chinh la do

Ly Van Sung. Néu nhw hién tai Ly Van Sung ditng trwéc quay hang nay, sg
rang mat da nhan nhw chiéc banh bao chiéu roi.
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Mdy nam trudc, thinh thodng Ly Van Sung con dan c6 di an vai xau
thit xién nwéng cho d& thém, hién tai thi khéng dugc nita. Qua tudi bon
muoi, Ly Van Sung lién thay d6i thanh mot nguwoi khac. Moi ngay déu
duwdng sinh, chi mot biva an sang ma dau bép phai nau n6i chao hét tan bon
gio.

Ong khong chi duéng sinh mot minh, con b4t Thanh Van chiu chung.
Chitng nghién thudc 14 doi nay hai nguwoi déu khong cai dugce, chi c6 thé
ton cong trong chuyén an uéng thoi.

Thanh Van ding héi 1au, ba cha lai chao mai: “N6i dat, an ngon lam,
25 té mot phan.”

Thanh Van lay lai tinh than, gat dau: “Ban cho t6i mdt phan.”

Co di vao trong léu, bén trong c6 bon nam ban, gan nhw déu ngoi day
nguwoi. C6 moi ban bén canh la chi ng6i mot ngudi, c6 di dén ng6i xudng
do6i dién nguoi do.

Thanh Van bat chéo hai chan, khoanh tay lai.

Sac troi da t6i, nhung dwong nhuw tram xe ltra la mot noi khong cé
ngay dém, trén duong toan la ngudi v6i ngwoi, tung birng nao nhiét.

Thanh Van chong khuyu tay 1én ban, nhé nhe s¢ cam, mudn nhan thoi
gian nay ngam nghi dén viéc cong ty. Nhung c6 phat hién moi lan vira méi
bat dau thanh loc suy nghi thi lai bi tiéng sup soat doi dién ngat ngang.

Thanh Van hit sau vao, ngudi dan 6ng doi dién dang hip bin gao
hang say.

C06 cham mot diéu thudc, quay dau lai. Nguwoi dan 6ng cam mat vao
trong t6, tir goc do cua Thanh Van chi c6 thé nhin thay dinh dau anh ta, c6
cwoi khé mot tiéng, néi: “Nghen bay gio.”
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Tiéng huip sup soat cia nguwdoi dan 6ng tam dirng lai, sau d6 ngang mat
khoi cai to6. Khong, noi ding ra la nhuwéng mat 1én, con tir mat tr¢@ xudng
van vui trong to.

Duong nhuw anh chang khong chac chan cé phai Thanh Van néi
chuyén vadi anh ta hay khong.

“T6i noi an tw tw, dirng dé bi sac.”

Lic nay, nguwdi dan 6ng ngang mat khoi to, dat to lai 1én trén ban, bén
trong con lai it nwéc léo da gan can day.

Anh ta ng6i thang ngudi, lau khée méi: “Khong sao dau.”

Tiéng noi hoi tram, nhung nghe kha manh mé. Thanh Van than nhién
quan sat, c6 nhin anh ta mot hoi cam thay c6 diéu la la.

Nguoi dan ong nghi ngoi vai gidy, sau dé lai cam t6 1én. Xem ra la
muon uéng nudc léo dén can day day ma.

Thanh Van nhin yét hau anh ta lén xudng, uéng hét mét hoi. Cé chot
nho ra.

“Khong phéi anh la ngudi ban khoai tay vira roi sao?”

Nguoi dan ong tha to lai len trén ban, noi: “Co cling dau c6 mua khoai
tay cua toi.”

“...” — Hoa ra anh ta ciling nhan ra c6. Thanh Van cudi 1én mét tiéng
roi n6i — “Ban than anh ban khoai tay, sao lai an & quay hang khac?”

Nguoi dan 6ng noéi: “Dé khong phai quay cua toi, toi trong chirng giiup
ban tho6i.”
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“Anh trong quay giip ban nhung ngay ca khoai tdy ma anh ta ciing
khong moi anh mot cu a?”

Nguwoi dan ong noi: “Cau ta moi toi an cai nay.”

Thanh Van cti dau, thady phan bin gao kia da dugc an sach bong, ngay
ca rau thom ciing khong con mét cong. C6 bong cam thdy rat thu vi.

Nguoi dan ong goi ba cha dén, hai ngudi néi tiéng Quy Chau, anh ta
tra tién, chuan bi roi di.

“Pgi da.” — Thanh Van goi nguwdi dan 6ng do, anh ta quay dau lai.

Lan da cua anh ta ngdm den, nén d6i mat trong vo cung ro rang, lic
nay dang nghi ngo nhin Thanh Van.

Thanh Van dui diéu thudc, néi: “An no chwa?”

“Cai gi?”

“Anh an no chwa? T6i moi anh an them nhé.”

Nguwoi dan 6ng nhiu chan may, giong nhuw khong hiéu noi.
Thanh Van cwoi no6i: “Toi 1a ngudi vung khac, da hiéu chwa?”
Anh chang gat dau.

“T6i vira dén Quy Dwong, chwa biét gi cd, ching ta tro chuyén mot
chit di. T6i thdy anh dwong nhw cling an chwa no, ma vira réi toi mai goi
hai sudt rau tron, mot minh an khong hét.” — C6 vira n6i vira nhin ba cha, t6
y bao ba mang léen.

Ba cha va c6 nhin nhau trong giay lat roi cat 1oi: “Co chwa goi.”

(13 »
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Thanh Van cam thay c6 thé c6 phdi thay doi cach thic giao tiép vdi
nhitng nguwoi nay mai dugc.

Ba chu suy nghi can than lan nita, sau d6 néi chac chan: “Cé chwa goi

ma.”
Thanh Van nhin ba khéng chép mat, tiv tir néi: “Bay gio t6i goi.”
Ba chu gat dau: “DPugc.”
Thanh Van quay dau, anh chang kia da ngoi lai phia doi dién.
“Co muon tro chuyén vé cai gi?”
Thanh Van cling mdi ndy ra y dinh, nén nghi dén dau noi dén dé.
“Quy Duong co6 gi choi khong?”
“Khong c6.”
“... Khong c6?”
«(7.»

Moén rau tron lam rat nhanh, ba cha bung lén, lai mang noi dat cua
Thanh Van dén. Anh chang cam 14y diia bat dau an.

Thanh Van nhin anh ta néi: “Mat cho nao cé y nghia ciing khong c6
é?”

“Khong c6.”
“Canh dep thi sao?”

“Cling khong cd.”
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Thanh Van cwoi lanh: “Anh mu6n an khong com cua t6i a?”

Anh chang ngang dau 1én, Thanh Van nhin vao d6i mat den ro rang
kia, von dinh giéu cgt vai cau nhwng lai khong thoét ra 161 duoc.

“That khong c6.” — Anh chang néi — “Quy Chau c6 khong it cho choi,
nhung Quy Dwong thi khong c6 gi. Néu c6 mudn hit thd khéng khi trong
lanh thi cé thé di dao cong vién Hoa Khé thir xem.”

“Cong viéen?”
‘(U’ »

“Xa khong?”
“Khong xa.”

Hai dia rau déu vao hét trong bung anh chang. Thanh Van lai héi thém
vai cau, cam thay tinh nhan nai dd mat gan hét, lién tap trung sy chi y vao
mon an.

Com nudc xong, Thanh Van tinh tién, anh ta néi véi c6: “Cam on.”
Thanh Van cuoi cuoi: “Dung khach sao.”

Tre vé khach san, Thanh Van nam trén givong, dién thoai di dong lai
vang lén. Co bat dién thoai, d6i phwong con chuwa cét 16i co da néi: “Em
vlra veé tGi, anh canh thoi gian cling chuan that day.”

Ly Van Sung cudi néi: “Oi, chuyén cia em dwong nhién anh biét 1
r6i. Xuong tau & dau?”

“Quy Duong.”

“Thoi tiét Quy Duong thé nao?”
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“Clng tam.”

“Nghi ngoi bén day mot chut di, giii dia chi khach san cho anh, dé anh
tim nguoi lién lac véi em, ngay mai dan em di choi.”

Thanh Van ng6i day néi: “Khéng can, mot minh em di choi dugc roi.”

“MG6t minh di buon 1am, gi qua day, anh goi nguwdi di véi em. Pugc
r6i, em ngt sém mot chit di, cling mét méi ca ngay roi.”

“Bén cho anh...”

Ly Van Sung hiéu y c0, bado c6 yén tam: “Khong viéc gi, nhiéu nam
vay roi em con khong biét anh sao?”

Thanh Van im lang, mot hoi 1au mai néi: “Tot, vay anh gidi quyét nhé,
em nghi phép day.”

Ntta dém, Thanh Van ngoi trén giwong, rém ctta s6 bi co kéo ra.
Phong cd & lau bdy, tang trén cung, pham vi nhin thoang dang. C6 nhin
nhitng ngon den sang rd cta tram xe lita Quy Duong tir dang xa, nhat thoi
ngo ngac.

Thoi gian troi qua that 1au, chan Thanh Van da té ran, c6 mdi cii dau
x0a bop mat hoi, tiép theo lai di vao phong vé sinh tam rira sach sé lan nita.

Thanh Van ngu rat ngon, khong hé nam mo. Pay déi véi ngudi nhw c6
ma noi 1a rat kho tin.

Sang sdm hom sau, Thanh Van dung bay gio roi givong, sau khi rira
madt m&i nhd dén t6i hom qua da quén mua quan 4o r6i. Co vira nghi can
mua nhitng thit gi, vira day ctra phong ra.

Co hoan toan khong chui y dén ngudi ditng ngay ctra, vira bwdc ra da
giat minh.
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D6 la mot ngwdi dan 6ng hon ba mwoi tudi, mac mot bo do cong sé
chin chu, nhin thady Thanh Van di ra ngoai lién v0i vang budc dén.

“Chao sép.”

‘("')J)

Nguoi dan 6ng nd nu cuwoi, ty gidi thiéu minh: “Chao sép, t6i tén Luu
Kiét, co c goi toi 1a Tiéu Luu la dugc roi. Toi 1a nguwdi quan ly cong ty bao
hiém Binh Thai chi nhanh Quy Dwong, m@i vira nghe sép tGi nén nhanh
chong dén day.”

“A.” — Thanh Van cuoi gat dau — “Cyc cho anh qué.”

“Khong cue, khong cuce, sép dén Quy Dwong, ching toi tiép don la
dao ly hién nhién. Chi s¢ sép néi tré, chiing t6i chuan bi khong chu dao,
tiép dai khién sép khong hai long th6i.”

“Khach sdo roi, toi chi bat ngd quyét dinh mudn dén day, lam phién
moi nguwoi maoi la that. Nhe vay di, toi cting khong ai di theo, tw minh di
giai sau, anh di theo t6i cling khong tién. Quy Dwong c6 cong ty du lich nao
uy tin khong? Anh bao xe va tim hwéng dan vién du lich cho t6i la dugc.”

“Qi sép oi, xe thi ching t6i c6, khong can bao dau. Vé phan huéng
dan vién du lich... dé t6i nghi xem.” — Lwu Kiét vira nghi vira n6i — “Néu
khong chiing ta vira di vira suy nghi, triedc tién tim cho an sang da. Sép vira
thitc day cling déi bung roi dung khong.”

“Ciling dugc.” — Thanh Van di theo Luwu Kiét ra ngoai — “Sé tim duoc
chir?”

“Chéc chan tim dugc.” — Luu Kiét n6i cam doan — “Coéng ty du lich
khong xa lam, hién tai t6i lién hévdi ho ngay.”
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Xe Luu Kiét dirng dudi lau, tai xé con dang chg. Thanh Van 1én xe,
Luu Kiét néi tén nha hang, tai xé 1ap titc khai dong xe.

An sang xong, Luu Kiét da lién lac xong véi bén kia. Ho 14i xe dén
mot van phong nam ¢ mat tién & khu vye trung tdam thanh pho, Luwu Kiét
gigi thiéu: “Cong ty du lich nay kha 16n, c6 chi nhanh khap ca nuéc, bon ho
phuc vu rat t6t. Luc tredce cong ty to chitc du lich cho nhan vién cling da
hgp tac véi ho.”

Van phong cong ty du lich cling xem nhu chinh quy, nhung quy mo
khong 16n. Luu Kiét di vao chao hoi nhan vién trong do, Thanh Van ngo6i
trén ghé salon & dai sanh cho.

Chi choc lat sau, Lwu Kiét di ra, theo bén canh con c6 mot co gai
chtrng hai muoi tubi di theo. Mat rat to, mang nu cwdi chuyén nghiép trén
mat, con c6 hai ma lam dong tién.

“Sép, dé toi gidi thiéu, day la hwéng dan Trwong. Tuy tudi con nho,
nhuwng thang canh cd Quy Chau nay khong c6 cai nao la c6 ay khong biét,
dwgc bau la huéng dan vién du lich xuat sac nhat hai quy lién cta cong ty.”

Huéng dan Truong cudi that ngot ngao: “Chao sép a.”
Thanh Van gat dau: “Chao c6.”

Co huéng dan cha dong hoi Thanh Van: “Sép cé ké hoach di choi gi
khong?”

Thanh Van lac dau: “Con chwa cd.”

“Vay dé toi dé ctt v6i sép nhé, xem thit sép thich dang thang canh gi,
chuing t6i déu cé thé sap xép.”
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Thanh Van v. Luu Kiét xem c6 c6 vé hai long cling yén tam: “Vay di,
ching ta vao trong ngoi tredc, noéi so qua hanh trinh da.”

Luu Kiét vira n6i vira dwa tay muén moi Thanh Van vao phong.
Nhung Thanh Van gio tay len: “Dgi da.”

Lwu Kiét va c6 huéng dan Truwong hoi ding lai, Thanh Van nhin vé
phia bén canh, hoi: “Day la gi?”

Luu Kiét va ¢6 huéng dan nhin theo 4nh mét Thanh Van. O cita cong
ty du lich, c6 hai chiéc xe banh mi (1) ché hang, c6 may ngudi dang d& do.

(1) Xe banh mi la loai xe hoi c6 4 cho ng6i va mét thung ché hang kin
phia sau khong cé ctra so, chi cé ctra xe m& 1én.

“0, 1a giao hang.” — C6 huéng dan tra 15i ngay — “Bon ho sip dén ban
nguwoi Miéu & Khai LyKhai Ly dén ngwoi, cong ty ching toi té chitc cho rat
nhiéu doan dén Khai Ly. Néu sép muon di, chiing toi lap tirc...”

Co6 hudng dan ndi nhung phat hién Thanh Van hoan toan khong nghe.
Co ta nhin khée mo6i Thanh Van dang n@ nu cudi quai go. Khong doi
hwéng dan néi xong, Thanh Van da cat budc di ra ngoai, vira di vira néi:
“Hai nguoi cho mot chut.”

“0O.” — C6 hudéng dan dinh di theo, Luu Kiét kéo c6 ta lai theo ban
nang — “DPung, da bao cho thi dung di theo.”

Huéng dan Trewong quay dau nhin Luu Kiét: “Anh cam thay c6 ay cé
thé dong y sao?”

“T6i cling khong biét.” — Lwu Kiét ndi, quay dau nhin c6 hwéng dan,
vé mdt nghiém tic — “T0i qua day tim c0 la vi luc trede cong ty du lich cta
c6 sap xép kha thoa dang. Vi d6 la ngudi cta tong cong ty, nhat dinh phai
chiéu dai cho t6t. Co6 khong can lo lang phi huwéng dan du lich, quan trong
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la co phai thé hién nhiét tinh mot chit, sap xép hanh trinh hgp ly mot chuit,
an toan la trén hét.”

Huéng dan Truong gat dau lia lia: “Pugc, anh yén tam di.”

Bén kia may cong nhan nam dang tap trung d& hang, chgt nghe mét
tiéng ho.

“6 »
.

Tiéng néi khong cao khong thap, khodng cach rat gan. May nguoi
dong thoi ngang dau nhin sang.

Mot c6 gai dang dwa vao ctra kiéng cong ty du lich bén canh, dang voc
cao rao, toc hoi dai, mang giay cao goét. Trén nguwdi mac mot chiéc 4o khoac
dai chdm g6i, that dai luvng, vat do giong nhw canh hoa bach hgp mau den
sap né.

Co khoanh tay, ding ung dung, vé ngoai xinh dep khon ta. Co nhudng
may, ntta cwoi nira khong noi voi mot ngwoi trong dam: “To0i noi nay ban
khoai tay, sao ¢ dau cling c6 anh vay ha?”
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A NAM

Twentine

www.dtv-ebook.com
Chuong 3

Thanh Van vira héi xong, may ngudi kia déu sitng sot. Sau khi bon ho
ngo ngac nhin nhau mét vong, lién hiéu ra “ban khoai tay” ma co ndi la ai.
Bdi vi chi c6 nguoi do khong nhin ai ca, chi ditng sitng ra do.

Thanh Van hat cam: “Khéng nhan ra toi a?”

Anh chang van con dang ngay ngwoi, phia sau c6 ngudi day anh mot
cai: “A Nam, cau quen ha?”

Thanh Van nhe a mot tiéng, A Nam.

Thoat nhin anh hoi khac v6i dém qua, di nhién la da van ngam den,
chi c6 déu ban ngay nhin lan da den déu hon, nén doi mat kia trong khong
dén noi sang ngoi lam.

Thanh Van di dén, déng trwdc mit anh. Anh mit A Nam né tranh,
nhin hét bén nay dén bén kia.

“Ne.” — Cach mot dém, Thanh Van lai bat dau cam thay ngwdi nay tha
vi — “That si khong nhan ra t6i sao? T6i hom qua con an khong ctia t6i mot
bita com do6 nhé.”

A Nam chét tran, &nh mat gii* nguyén, sau do ti ti* quay lai.
“Pau phai an khong, la c6 muén moi t6i an ma.”

Tiéng néi anh van tram tram, khong c6 am diéu gi, rat binh dan.
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“Pung.” — Thanh Van hao phéng noi — “La t6i moi anh an.”
A Nam lai nhin vé phia khac.

Thanh Van cii dau, nhin dong thung bay trén mat dat, hoi: “Anh dang
lam gi vay?” — C6 nguwdc mat nhin anh — “Hom qua thi ban khoai tay gitp
ban, hom nay lai d& hang giup ban a?”

A Nam lac dau: “Khéng, day la cong viéc cua t6i.”

Thanh Van hoi: “Cong viéc chinh a?”

A Nam va c6 nhin nhau, mot ltic sau maéi noéi: “DPung.”

Lic Thanh Van va A Nam néi chuyén, Luu Kiét da di dén phia sau.
“Sép.”

Thanh Van quay dau lai, Lwu Kiét quan sat A Nam, n6i: “Hai nguoi
quen nhau a?”

“0, khong quen.” — Thanh Van néi — “Chi gdp mot lan thoi.”

Luu Kiét lai gat dau, ldy mot to gidy dwa cho Thanh Van xem: “Sép
xem di, day la hanh trinh ching t6i va cong ty du lich vira ban xong. Trugc
tien di An Thuan, tham quan thac nwéc Hoang Qua Thuy, sau do...”

Hanh trinh du lich rat dai, day ca nita trang gidy. Duong nhuw Luwu Kiét
chuyén chiu trach nhiém viéc tiép dai, qua that sap x€ép thoi gian théa dang,
sau moi mot thang canh déu viét ghi chu that dai.

“La nhu vay, néu sép co y kién vé xe, c6 thé dung xe cong ty ching ta
hodc thué xe cta cong ty du lich. Néu la xe ctia ching ta thi la xe con, c6
thé sé hoi chat choi mot chut.”
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Thanh Van néi: “Vay thi thué xe cta cong ty du lich...”

Thanh Van dang noéi, bong cam thay nguwai bén canh dwong nhw dang
xé dich buéc chan, tuy hanh dong rat nho nhwng c6 van phat hién ra. Co
néi xong, than nhién li€c qua, nhin thay tay A Nam dang kéo kéo do khoac,
lai di di vai buéc. Trong lic lo dang anh mat giao nhau véi c6, sau dé lai
nhanh chéng doi di chd khac. Anh méit Thanh Van nhin vé phia sau anh,
hoi buén cudi.

“Tiéu Lwu a!”

Luu Kiét dang kiém tra hanh trinh vira sap xép, nghe thdy tiéng Thanh
Van l1ap tic di dén: “Vang, sép, sao ha?”

Thanh Van ndi: “Anh di vao hai gitp t6i xem c6 loai xe gi?”
“Pugc. Toi di day.”

Tiéu Luwu vui vé chay vao coéng ty du lich, Thanh Van méc mét goéi
thudc 1a trong tii ra, ldy mot diéu cham, im lang khong noi, giong nhw cho
Luu Kiét tré lai.

A Nam dang mai dé giay bén canh. Vé mat Thanh Van than nhién,
khong noi 10i nao. Tan sé anh ta mai dé giay thay doi nhanh hon, c6 1é
trong long da hoi nén néng. Rot cudc, trude khi Luu Kiét tré lai, A Nam do
dv m@ miéng.

“Co0 can thué xe?”
Thanh Van quay dau, giong nhu 1a khong nghe r6: “Gi ha?”
A Nam hoi: “Co muon thué xe ha?”

“A.” — Thanh Van git dau — “Pung.”
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A Nam quay dau nhin dao dac, giong nhu dang xem nguoi bén trong
c6 di ra ngoai khong, khong thdy Lwu Kiét dau, anh nhd giong noi véi
Thanh Van: “Qua day.”

Thanh Van di theo A Nam qua bén d6 giong nhw an trém.

“Giao dich den t6i gi day?” — Thanh Van gat gat thudc.

A Nam hoi cti dau, khé néi bén canh Thanh Van: “C6 thué xe t6i di.”
“Xe anh khong phai dé chéd hang sao?”

A Nam hoi giat minh, ngay sau dé néi: “Co thé ché ngudi ma.”

Thanh Van khong trd 101, xoay xoay diéu thudc trong tay. A Nam nhin
co giong nhw dang suy nghi, lai néi: “Cong ty du lich cho thué xe mot ngay
ba tram té, cua toi ré hon.”

Thanh Van nghe, cwdi khady mot tiéng, liéc anh mot céi r6i tr ti héi:
“Cua anh ré cd nao?”

A Nam néi: “Hai tram.”
Thanh Van than nhién néi: “A... Vay ré that.”

Ban chuyén lam an thanh céng, A Nam budc 1én mot buwéc, bay ké
cho Thanh Van: “Xe cong ty du lich déu la dang xe buyt. Chut nita c6 n6i
thé nay, xe dé 16n qua, ngoi...”

“Dgi da.” — Thanh Van ngat 16i anh — “T6i néi mudn thué xe anh khi

nao ha?”

A Nam sitng lai, vé mdt chita mudn van hoang mang.
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“Khong phai co noi cua toi ré sao?”
Thanh Van gat dau: “Pung vay dé.”
“P6 khong phai la mudn thué xe t6i a.”

Long may Thanh Van nhudng cao, ra vé buirng tinh ngd: “Nghe hinh
nhuv la y nhwe vay.”

(13 »

Lic nay A Nam khéng néi tiép nita. Anh chi khong gioi giao tiép,
nhung dau 6c van binh thwong. Néu nhw khong nhin ra Thanh Van dang
tréu choc anh thi ro 1a thang kho roi.

Anh lui vé sau mot bugc: “Co van mudn thué xe céng ty du lich.”

Thanh Van khong trd 16i ma héi nguwgc lai anh: “Anh gianh méi nhw
vay, khong sg chu cong ty du lich dudi anh a?”

A Nam lac dau: “T6i dau c6 lam cho ho, t6i chi chd hang thoi. Khi
nao ho khong sap xép dugc xe don ngwdi thi mai tim to6i.”

Thanh Van nhin qua con phé bén canh. Trén con dwdng nay cé rat
nhiéu cong ty du lich, & cita ngitng mot day xe banh mi, xem ra déu lam
cong viéc nay.

Bon ho con chwa néi xong Tiéu Luwu da quay lai.

“Sép.” — Luu Kiét dau day mé héi chay dén — “Pa lién lac v6i xe xong
r6i, chiing ta vao trong nghi ngoi mat chuit, tai xé sé dén ngay.”

A Nam quay nguoi bo di.

“Khong can.” — Thanh Van néi.
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A Nam va Luu Kiét dong thoi ding lai.
Luu Kiét hoi: “Khong can gi a?”

Thanh Van cwoi ha ha véi anh ta, néi: “Khong can lam phién nita, t6i
nghi muon ty ban than trai nghiém, anh kéu hwéng dan Truong dén day, tyw
toi tim xe la duoc.”

“Chuyén nay sao dwgc ch!” — Lwu Kiét kinh hoang trgn to mat —
“Chinh sép tim xe ciing khong tién, ching t6i...”

“Khong c6 gi khong tién ca.” — Thanh Van liéc mat, trung hgp bat gap
anh mat A Nam — “Lat ntta cac anh di dau?”

A Nam néi: “Khai Ly.”

Thanh Van gat dau, néi vdi Luru Kiét: “Hom nay lanh qud, t6i khong
di thac nwdc dau. Toi thué xe anh ta, lat nita sé cung di Khai Ly.”

“Viec nay...” — Luru Kiét day dwa, nhin nhin A Nam lai nhin nhin
Thanh Van.

Thanh Van noi tiép: “Kéu huéng dan Truong kia di.” — C6 hdi A Nam
— “Khi nao cac anh 1én duong?”

A Nam néi: “Bay gio sap di ro6i.”
Thanh Van noi vai Lvu Kiét: “Anh di vao goi nguoi ra day.”

“Khoan... khoan da sép a, sép...” — Chuyén phat trién qua nhanh, Lwu
Kiét hoan toan khong phan trng kip.

Thanh Van cwoi néi véi anh ta: “May ngudi con phéi di lam, cling
khong thé 1am phién mai, tw minh t6i di dugc r6i, c6 gi t6i sé goi dién thoai
cho anh.”
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Luu Kiét danh chiu, chi gat dau: “Nhung xe nay...”

“Khong phéi xe nao ciing giong nhau sao? Toi di xe nao cling duoc

N

ma.
“Vay dugc, toi quay vao goi huwéng dan Trwong.”

Luu Kiét lai chay vao cong ty du lich, Thanh Van nhin vé phia A
Nam.

“Coi nhuw 1a chiéu c6 anh lam an.”

A Nam nhéch méi, sau dé ngang dau.
“Vay chung ta tinh tién tredc.”

Thanh Van phi cuoi: “O, sg toi quyt a?”
A Nam cti dau: “Khong phai y do.”

Thanh Van lay vi tién trong tui ra, it vai t0 ra ngoai: “Khai Ly phai di
may ngay?”

“Co0 dinh choi may ngay?”
“Binh thwong choi mat may ngay?”
A Nam ngam nghi, néi: “Hai ba ngay thoi.”

Thanh Van lai rat thém vai to dwa anh: “Mot nghin day, dén lic dé co
du thi thoi lai.”

A Nam nhan tién r6i dém: “Puogc.”
Thanh Van tra tién xong lién bo di. Lic A Nam ngang dau thi chi thay

béng lung cd. Ao khoac c6 mé rong, hai géc 4o bi gié thdi bay bay. A Nam
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nhin trong gidy lat, sau d6 doi anh mat di.

Thanh Van quay dau lai: “Chiéc xe nay la ctia anh a?” — Ngon tay co
chi vao chiéc xe banh mi m@i vira do hang xong.

A Nam lac dau: “Khong phadi, c6 di theo t6i.”
“Dgi da.” — Thanh Van néi — “Con hwéng dan vién nita.”
‘(A.J)

Huéng dan Truong khong nghi dén Thanh Van lai quyét dinh nhanh
nhuw vay. Dudi su thic giuc cta Luu Kiét, ¢6 ta ludng cudng tay chan thu
don do dac.

Thanh Van va A Nam chd bén ngoai, c6 tan gau véi anh.
“Hut thuéc khong?”

A Nam lac dau: “Khong hut.”

“MAt bao lau méi dén Khai Ly?”

“Khong lau dau, t6i 14i xe nhanh lam.”

Thanh Van néi: “Toi khong gap, an toan la trén hét.”

A Nam gat dau: “Yén tam di.”

Thanh Van ditng mé6t héi bong quay dau nhin anh. A Nam nguéc mat,
hai ngwdi bon mat nhin nhau:

“Sao vay?”
“Co ai n6i vGi anh rang anh la ngwoi khong thich néi chuyén hay

khong?”
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A Nam hoi sttng sot, trong khoang thoi gian ngan ngui, lan dau tién
Thanh Van danh gia anh ky lwdng mot 1an. Néi ra, dang vé anh cling dugc.
M¢i dau nhin thi cling binh thwong, nhwng nhin 1au thi sé cam thay anh cé
mot nét gi do khong ta dugc ty béen trong. Khong phai dep trai, cting khong
phai la nghiém nghi, la mot vé citng cap khong ndi nén 10oi.

A Nam van chuva tra 16i cau hdi khi ndy cia c6, Thanh Van lai nghi ra
gi d6 ben cat 10i: “Anh la ngudi dan tdc thiéu so a?”

“Phai.”

Thado nao! Thanh Van cudi cudi. Lic dinh noi gi nita thi hwéng dan
Truwong da lao ra.

“Xong roi, xong roi, da dé sép cho lau.” — Huéng dan Trwong thay bo
do6 thé thao, deo mot balo nhé — “Di thoi sép.”

A Nam di treéc dan dwong, Thanh Van néi véi hwéng dan Truong:
“CoO cling dirng goi t0i la sép gi, toi ho Thanh, c6 kéu t6i la chi Thanh la
duoc roi.”

“Puogc, duoc, vay chi cit kéu em la Tiéu Truwong nhé.”

“Puwoc, chat niva t6i...”

Ré vao khtic cua, 10i néi ctia Thanh Van bong dirng lai. Co thay A
Nam di dén bén canh xe, mé& cira xe ra, sau d6 nhin vé phia hai co.

Huéng dan Truong ciing ngd ra, chi vao chiéc xe néi: “Xe nay ha?”
A Nam gat dau: “U.”
“DPay la xe gi vay?”

A Nam néi: “Loai nhé.”
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“Khong phai, toi néi xe caa anh c6 thé chay dugc ha?”
“T6i mai vura lai qua day ma.”

Huyét thai dwong cua huéng dan Truwong cang ra, voi vang giai thich
v@i Thanh Van: “Chi Thanh, xin chi chd mot chit, em 1ap tirc sap xép mot
chiéc xe khac, chiéc nay qua...”

“Poi da.” — Thanh Van vira néi vira di tdi.

Du sao cling la nguwoi trai doi, Thanh Van ding bén canh xe, nhin A
Nam.

“Xe nay hiéu gi?”

A Nam nghi mot 14t r6i n6i: “Khéng nhg, to6i mua cia ban t6i.”
“Ban anh khong it nhi.”

A Nam im lang.

Lic nay Luu Kiét cling chay dén, vira nhin thdy xe nay da hoang sg
v0i vang nhin sac mat Thanh Van. Thanh Van cwdoi nhat, gia cam.

Huéng dan Truong lo lang ditng mot bén xem, nhay mat véi Luu Kiét,
vat va lam md@i kiém dwgc moi, néu Thanh Van tic gian thi toan bé déu
héng hét.

A Nam ditng bén canh ndi: “Khong co viéc gi dau.”

“Cai gi ma khong co viéc gi dau?” — Luu Kiét chi vao xe, néi — “Kinh
phédn quang ciling mat.”

A Nam noi: “Khong anh huéng.”
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Huéng dan Truong ding bén canh néi v6i A Nam: “Khong c6 kinh
phan quang thi ciing phai c6 ctra chir...”

Anh mét Thanh Van roi vao chiéc xe c& nhé mau xam. Chiéc xe nay
sttt seo dén mitc d6 khong phdi ban cai. Vi tri ghé lai phu khong c6 ctra
kiéng, ctta cling long 1éo.

A Nam di dén bén cita, dang voc anh cao 16n, kiéng chan chui ntra
nguwoi vao vi tri clra so, tim toi mot hoi ldy ra mot sgi day xich cé khda.
Kéo ra tir phia ctta s6, vong qua phia sau khoa lai, sau d6 kéo manh. Xe

chan dong, rung ra mot dong bui.

A Nam quay dau nhin vé phia hai c6: “Khong thanh van dé, yén tam
di.”

Huéng dan Trwong suyt nita ngat xiu. Thanh Van cuwdi phi ra tiéng. A
Nam ding yén nhin co.

Luu Kiét néi: “Khéng dugc, xe nay khong an toan gi hét. Sép, sép doi
mot chit, toi bao xe dén. Nhanh lam, chi chd muwdi phut théi.”

“Khong can phién phitc.” — Thanh Van di dén bén canh xe — “Chiéc
nay di.”

“Khong phién chiit nao ca, ding lic chiang t6i c6 viéc phai di Khai Ly,
thuan dvong ma.”

Thanh Van quay dau nhin vé phia hwéng dan Truwong: “Tiéu Trwong,
vay em dirng ngoi xe nay, doi xe ho dén thi em di chung xe v&i ho nhé.
Chung ta gdap nhau ¢ Khai Ly.”

“Nhung...”

Thanh Van néi véi Luu Kiét: “Co so6 dién thoai toi chi?”
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“Cbda...”
“Ctt vay di, anh dan co ay trd vé cho xe di.”

No6i dén nwdc nay, Lwu Kiét ciing danh chiu, dan huwéng dan Truwong
vé lai cong ty du lich.

A Nam nhuv thé phao nhe nhém, Thanh Van & bén canh tréu choc: “Sg
mat moi ha?”

A Nam khom nguwoi kiém tra 16p xe, nghe thay 16i ctia Thanh Van, anh
chi w. Kiém tra xong, anh thang ngudi day: “C6 1én xe trwdc di.”

Thanh Van ngo6i vao vi tri ghé 1ai phu. A Nam dong cira lai, 1y day
xich khéa ctra chat ché.

“Oi )

A Nam dang chuan bi ctt dong thi nghe thay tiéng ctia Thanh Van, anh
chép mat, phat hién dau co6 dang twa vao khung ctra s6 xe, chi cAch mat anh
cd mot ban tay, thay rd dén titng duong to ké toc.

Co6 khé néi: “Budc chat chut, t6i khong muon chét trong xe anh dau.”

Co 1€ 1a co dang noi dua, nhung A Nam khong biét. Méi téc mau den
bi gi6 luoén qua 6 ctra trong théi bay phat pho. Khoe miéng Thanh Van con
mang theo nét cuoi.

“Khong dau.” — A Nam khé noi.
“Anh tén gi?”

Tay A Nam thoang dung lai, sau d6 néi: “Chu bong Nam.”
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Anh kéo manh ctta mot cai, sau khi bdo dam da khoéa cing, lai khé

noi: “Ban toi goi toi la A Nam, c0 cling goi toi nhv vay di.”

No6i xong, anh di vong qua dau xe, 1én xe tr phia bén kia. Thanh Van
twa vao lung ghé, nghiéng dau nhin anh.

“A Nam.”

Xe dé mot cai, may dé dang n6. Thanh Van quay dau nhin ra ngoai
ctta so.
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Xe khong dugc lai qua nhanh trong khu vie thanh ph6, Thanh Van
nhin con dwong bén ngoai, di theo con duwong nay, khong xa la tram xe ltra
Quy Duong, khap noi déu la nguwdi nhén nhao va tiéng rao vat ndo nhiét.

Mot lat sau di 1én dwong cao toc, toc do xe dan dan tang 1én. Xe nay
qua cii, m§i vira roi kéo day xich con rung ra mét dong bui. Hién tai toc do
1én dén mot tram da bat dau chan dong roi. Thanh Van von dinh 1én xe r6i
ngt mot chiat, nhung khong chiu duge tiéng xe kéo ket thé nay.

Co0 quay dau, A Nam tinh bo 1ai xe.

Dbring lic chay qua mot doan duwdng tu siva bi go 1én, hai nguwoi déu roi
xuong theo chiéc xe dan x6c. Mong Thanh Van bi va manh xu6ng ghé,
xuwong cut vira dau vira te.

Co quay dau lai, A Nam van mang vé mat kia, mat nhin thang vé phia
trugc.

“Nay.”

A Nam thoang liéc qua, roi quay tr@ lai: “Ha?”

“Binh thvong anh cling 1ai xe vay a?”

«(p»

“T6i ndi toi khong gap.” — Thanh Van néi — “Anh c6 thé 1ai vitng mot

chut khong, t6i sap bi anh lam tdo bén ro6i d6.”
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A Nam quay dau lai nhin ky c6, Thanh Van v6i néi: “Nhin duwong,
nhin dwong kia kia.”

“A.” — A Nam lai quay vé, Thanh Van vin vin eo, A Nam cat 10i —
“T6i sé co hét sic 1ai vitng mot chut.”

Thanh Van noi: “Cham mot chut ciling duwoc.”
“T6i c6 viéc phai dén Khai Ly trudc gitta trira.”
Thanh Van liéc anh mot céi: “Chuyén gi?”
“Cong viéc.”

Thanh Van stng s6t, quay ngwoi lai nhin phia treéc, sau mét hoi cd lai
quay lai nita.

“Cong viéc gi? Toi thué xe anh ba ngay ma.”

A Nam tranh thu néi: “T6i biét, sé khong lam cham tré viéc cua c6
dau.”

“Anh c6 chut dao ditc nghé nghiép nao hay khong?”

A Nam thoang dirng lai, map mday moi, tira nhw bi sy 1én an manh mé
nay lam hoang sg. Suy tw hoi 1au, anh mdi tir tr néi: “Co dén ban nguoi
Miéu, nhat dinh la phai & lai d6, budi t6i an nga cling can c6 thoi gian, t6i
nhan ldc dé lam chat viéc thoi.”

That ra thi anh n6i khong hé sai, nhwng hién tai Thanh Van qué ranh
roi. Ma mot nguwdi ranh roi thi sé luén budng binh mét cach kho hiéu, nhat
la khi d6i mat v6i mot ngudi nhe Chu Bong Nam.

Thanh Van cuwdi mot tiéng, ¢o néi: “Dugc, néu toi can dung xe thi anh

phai luén cé mat do.”
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A Nam déap khong hé do dy: “Duoc.”
Thanh Van gat dau, khé n6i bang quo: “DPén lic d6 dé xem sao.”

Xe 1ai rat nhanh trén dwong cao téc, Thanh Van ngu thiép di. Trong
diéu kién kho6 khan nhw vay ma c6 cling nga dwgc. Banh chiu thoi, bén phai
la phong canh khong ngtrng lap di lap lai, bén trai la tai xé cay miéng ciing
khong noi, la ai cling sé ngu thoi.

Pén khi c6 md& mat ra lan nita thi da vao khu vic thanh phd. Thanh
Van vira tinh gidc, dau 6c van con mo mang, nhin thdy bén ngoai lai c6
quan hang rong, co ngai ngu hoi A Nam: “Con chwa ra khoi Quy Duong
a?”

A Nam nhin ¢6 mot cai, khong tra 16i ma dwa chai nwéc cho co.

Thang mudi hai, nwéce rat lanh sé khién ngwai tinh tao.

A Nam tiép tuc lai xe, nam gidy sau bong cam giac c6 do vat gi do dwa
dén. Anh cidi dau, nhin thay chai nwéc dang nam trén vat do khodc. Anh
nghiéng dau, c6 gai bén canh dang twa lwng vao ghé nham mat lai, giong
noéi van con ngai nga: “Van nap...”

(13 »

A Nam nhin ¢6 mot hoi, sau d6 van nap chai nwéc xong dwa lai cho
c6. Thanh Van uéng vai hép, cudi cung tinh tao lai mdot chuit.

“Pén Khai Ly r6i ha?”
“U.»
Thanh Van ngoi thang day, nhin ra ngoai ctra xe: “May gio r6i?”

“Mudi mot gidr rudi.”
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Thanh Van quay dau lai: “Tim khach san di.”

A Nam thodng do dy néi: “Co néi v6i hwdng dan vién du lich kia thé
nao?”

“Gap mat & Khai Ly.” — Thanh Van nhin A Nam, lai néi — “Cé diéu
cling khong chac chan lam, anh cé y kién gi thi c néi nghe xem.”

A Nam quay dau néi véi Thanh Van: “Néu khong di thang dén ban
Miéeu nhé.”

“Cling dwgc.” — Du sao Thanh Van ciling chang c6 y kién gi — “Cé
diéu t6i déi bung, dén ban ngwdi Miéu mat bao lau?”

A Nam trd 16i: “Khong 1au dau, t6i 1ai xe nhanh lam.”
Thanh Van lai phi cuoi.

“Sao ha?”

“Khong c6 gi.”

Xe nhanh choéng rdi khoi khu vire thanh phd, di vao ving nii. Noi nay
nui khong cao, thung liing cting khong sau, trén swon nui co nha &. Thanh
Van nhin ra 6 ctta trong, nhitng can nha kia duwgc lam bang g6, mang mat
vé dep khac la dudi anh mat troi.

“Nhitrng nha kia la nha cua nguwoi Miéu a?” — Thanh Van hoi.
‘(U’.’,

A Nam chay xe trén duwong nui khong nhanh nhu khi nay, vira ré qua
mot khic cua lai gap mot khic cua khac. Pang lic giita trrva, bau tréi am u
nhiéu ngay cubi cung da xanh trong. Thanh Van ndm twa vao lung ghé,
thinh thodng nhin ra ngoai, thinh thodng nham mat lai.
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Nhan ha hiém cé.
“A )

Sau khi 1ai trén duwdng nii gan nira gio, A Nam nhw c¢6 gi mudn ndi,
anh liéc nhin Thanh Van, c¢6 van nham mat, khé w hu.

A Nam noi: “Co dang ngu a?”

Thanh Van mé mat, dau khong nhic nhich, li€c nhin anh. Tt géc do
cia Thanh Van, cé thé nhin thdy ntta bén mat cia A Nam. Cé 1€ do la
nguoi dan toc thiéu s6, A Nam khong chi c6 nwéc da ngam den, dwong nét
khu6n mat ciing khac vd&i ngudi Han, né 1én xudng ro rang hon.

“Co viéc gi cu noi.”
“A... c6 vao ban ngudi Miéu phai mua vé.” — A Nam néi.
Thanh Van khong biét anh c6 y gi, ho hitng néi: “Mua thi mua.”

A Nam nhin ¢6 mét cai, lai nhanh chéng quay dau di, mudn néi lai
thoi.

Thanh Van thd dai mot hoi: “Co gi anh ¢ noi, anh nhv vay toi that
muon coc chét anh.”

Nguoi dan 6ng nay khong bao gid trd 16i bat ct cau nao ngoai ké
hoach, anh nhéch mo6i néi: “C6 mua cua to6i di.”

Thanh Van nham mat lai: “Anh lai kiém nghé ban vé a?”
“Khong phai...”
“Vay toi mua cai gi?”

“T6i co vé ndi bo.”
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“A.” — Thanh Van ngdi day nhin anh — “Vé ndi bd bao nhiéu tién?”
A Nam suy nghi trong giay lat r6i néi: “Mat tram té.”

“Vay vé chinh thirc 1a bao nhiéu?”

“MOt tram té.”

“... Anh choi t6i ha?” — Thanh Van that s nhin lam mé&i khong chri
tuc — “Sao anh c6 thé binh than thét ra may cau hué tién nhu vay duoc
chi?”

A Nam dan mat nhin Thanh Van, mo6i cling mim chat.
“Khong.” — A Nam néi — “C6 ndi chiéu c6 t6i lam an ma.”

Thanh Van thdy buén cwoi: “Toi chiéu c6 anh lam an, vay anh chiéu
co lai gi cho t6i nao?”

A Nam quay dau tiép tuc lai xe. Thanh Van khoéng néi 10i nao, nghi
mot lat, anh lai cat 1oi.

“Khi dén ban nguwdi Miéu, néu c6 muén dung com...”
“Anh mai t6i a?” — Thanh Van noi tiép.

“Khong, t0i tra gia giap co.”

“...” —Thanh Van nhan mat — “Bién.”

A Nam v6 tinh nhiu may, cé chiat buén rau. Khong buén ban dwoc di
nhién l1a kh6 ndo r6i. Thanh Van ngoi bén canh thay thu vi, lai cdm thay
minh lam nhw vay chang cé chit y nghia nao, cam giac thi vi va nham
chan dan xen lan nhau, cudi cing Thanh Van lay thudc 14 ra noi:

“Pugc roi, vé noi bo thi vé noi bo.”
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Chuyén cé thay doi, A Nam lap tiéc 1én tiéng: “DPuoc.”

Thanh Van méi dinh cham biém vai cau, A Nam lai né6i: “Vay lat nita
phoi hgp véi t6i mot chut.”
Thanh Van stng s6t: “Phoi hgp cai gi?”

A Nam noi: “Trudc khi vao ban phai dung lai mot chut, cling khong
co gi, co nghe theo toi la dugc.”

Xe lai chay muwoi may phut nita thi thdy mét day nha, c6 diéu tat ca
déu la nha lau hai tang lam bang go, qua lai déu la nguwdi dan toc. Phu nir
thi bui téc, cai mot déa hoa sac s& to 16n. Ban dau nhin c6 vé diém dda,
nhin lan th hai lai thay thu vi, nhin lan thit ba thi thdy mang theo mdt nét
phong tinh.

Trén Iung ho deo mdot chiéc dai lam bang vai, c6 hai sgi day, chi can
bo dira tré vao sau lung, quan btra hai cai da c6t chat dugc.

Thanh Van thdy lién hoi: “Nhitng ngudi nay déu la cw dan ¢ day a?”
‘(U’.’,

A Nam chay khong nhanh, Thanh Van quay dau thay anh khé ruén c6
1én nhin vé phia trwdc. Trén dwong cé tré con va ché méo chay tGi chay lui,
A Nam dang né tranh.

bPi qua doan duong dong duc, A Nam mdi nghiém tuc tra 10i: “Ban
nay déu la nguwoi dan toc thiéu so, chiat nita sé dén ban rat 16n ctia ngudoi

Miéu, la noi ngudi Miéu tap trung sinh séng 16n nhat trén ca nwéc.”

Thanh Van & mot tiéng kéo dai. Lai chay mot hoi, A Nam dan dan tha
cham toc do, dirng xe lai @ mot goc ven duwong.

“Xung di.”
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Thanh Van nhin dao dac bén ngoai: “Van chwa dén ma.”
Xung quanh déu la cay c6i nii ring, chang cé lay mét béng nguoi.

“Sap dén roi.” — A Nam vira noi vira xuong xe, di qua choé Thanh Van
md& day xich ra — “Co xubng tredc di, phoi hgp v6i t6i mot chit.”

Thanh Van ngo ngac, nhung van nghe 16i anh xuéng xe. Vi ngoéi qua
lau chan Thanh Van da té ran, sau khi xuéng xe co thuw gian gan cot, ngap
mot cai.

“Khi hau trén ndai tot that.”

A Nam khong quan tam khi hau cé t6t hay khéng, anh di dén phia sau
xe, hai tay vin vao nhic ctta xe 1én. Sau dé 16 dau ra néi véi Thanh Van:
“Pén day.”

Thanh Van di dén, A Nam lai n6i: “Ng6i vao di.”

(13 »

Thanh Van nhin vao vi tri anh néi, dé la thung xe binh thwong chita do
vat hon tap. Hién tai gitta cho ng6i phia sau va than sau cta xe c6 mot
khoéang cach rong ¢ mot nguoi. O d6 tradi mot tdm tham da cfi, trén d6 con
day bui bam.

“Anh bdo t6i ngoi day a?”

“U.” — A Nam nhin Thanh Van, n6i — “Phéi hgp mot chit.”

Thanh Van nhin khu6on mat luén luén khong c6 biéu cam gi cia anh,

trong nhdy mat c6 cdm gidc nhw minh vira nhin ra dwgc vé “thanh khan” tw
doi mat to den lay kia.
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Thanh Van ciing khong buén nhin anh nita, quay dau chui vao ngoi
1én tham.

A Nam vin ctta xe, anh di*ng ngugc sang, khong thay ro mat.
“Cui dau thap xudng, t6i khong kéu thi c6 dirng 1én tiéng nhé.”

Thanh Van cho tay vao tui 4o khoac, khom ngudi quay dau noi: “Anh
muu ma chwdc quy nhiéu qua do.”

A Nam ngam nghi, khong biét phai tra 10i thé nao, chi v r6i sau d6 hoi
lti vé sau dong ctra xe lai.

Xe nd6 may lan nita. Nhung lan nay rat khé chiu, Thanh Van ngoi
trong cho chap hep, ngang dau la tran xe, hai bén déu kin birng, khong nhin
thdy gi hét. Bén ngoai anh nang chiéu xuyén qua man che roi 1én &o c6,
khién mau den bién thanh mau do.

A Nam van giit phong cach 1ai xe nhu cti, hoan toan khong théem dé y
dén da va doc. Cho ngoi phia sau von x6c ndy, cong thém viéc Thanh Van
gan nhu la ngo6i trie ti€p trén san xe, khong c6 tay vin, bi dan x6c dén
choang vang, xwong cut dau nhoi.

Dot nhién xe lac v mot chit, sau do roi tw do trong chdp mat, mong
Thanh Van suyt nita da bi dap nd thanh bén canh hoa. Dan x6c kich liét
khién mat c6 nhan nho.

Xe ngung lai, A Nam quay ctta s6 xudng. Ngoai ctta hién ra nira
khu6én mat nguwoi gac cong, A Nam no6i: “Bén trong déu la hang hoa t6i ché
dén.”

Nguoi gac cong gat dau, vira dinh ngoac tay thi sau xe vang 1én mot
tiéng mang to khong thé nhin duoc...
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“Cho chét!”

Nguoi gac cong va A Nam: “...”
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Ctra sau xe md& ra, Thanh Van binh tinh quay dau nhin hai ngudi dang
ding bén ngoai. Trén mat co khéng c6 biéu cam dw thira, c6 diéu néu la
nguoi hiéu ro c6 sé biét la co6 dang noi gian. Di nhién A Nam khéng hiéu r6
c6, ma nguoi gac cong cling vay.

A Nam rau 11 nhin Thanh Van néi: “Co6 bi phat hién ro6i.”

“...” — Thanh Van gian v6 cling nhung lai cwdi, than nhién néi: “U, bi
phat hién r6i.”

Nguoi gac cong bén canh nhin ¢6 gai ngb6i co ro trén tam tham, nai:

“Lam gi vay ha, di 1au a? Theo t0i qua day.”

Thanh Van quay ngudi, mot chan dai mang gidy 6ng giam manh
xuong dat, ram mot tiéng, sau do chan kia cling buwdc xudng theo. Co dirng
1én trong con cao hon ca ngudi gac cong.

Thanh Van rat dep, cé diéu dang vé xinh dep chi la thit yéu. Ban than
c6 khi xwa lan dan, chiu dung gian kho 1én cao dén ngay hom nay, nén khi
thé thi khoi phai ban.

Co ho hitng thoang nhin sang, ngudi gac cong von dinh thic giuc c6
di mua vé, nhung lai khong néi ra 10i. Trong nhady mat Thanh Van nhin vé
phia A Nam. C6 c nhin nhw thé, A Nam ciing khéng tranh né dugc, cudi
cung danh phai déi mat véi co.

Thanh Van cham rai néi: “Anh cho t6i.”
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Po6i m6i A Nam mim chat, nhung khé nhic nhich giong nhw dang can
phia trong.

Thanh Van noéi xong di qua dé theo nguwoi gac cong. Ga dan c6 dén
mot can nha go nhé bén canh. Thanh Van quan sat triedc khi di vao, hién tai
chac da dén ban ngudi Miéu r6i, cé diéu la con & ngoai ban. Nhin phia xa,
trén duwong pho hai bén san sat nha lau nhé dwgc trang tri day dac sac dan
toc.

Nguoi & day khong nhiéu, thinh thodng cé may nguwdi phu nit di ngang
qua déu mac trang phuc nguwoi Miéu, nhwng lai rat it thady dan 6ng mac do
dan toc.

Thanh Van vao can nha nho mua vé b6 sung, nguwdi gac cong vira xé
vé vira noi: “Sau nay dung nhu vay nita nhé.”

Thanh Van cudi néi: “U, that sy khong thé nhu vay.”
Nguoi gac cong ngang dau nhin ¢6 mot cai.

Hai tay Thanh Van bé vao trong tti do khodc, c6 ctii dau, mai toc den
hoi dai roi xuéng doc theo vanh tai. Co y thitc dwgc gi do, ngwdc mat ding
lic doi dién véi anh nhin ctia nguwdi gac cong, cd né nu cwdi vdi anh ta.

Sttc chong cy ctia dan 6ng doi vGi ngwoi dep ludn yéu 6t. Ga nhin thai
do Thanh Van hoa nha nhv vay, giong néi cling mém mong hon:

“Td6i day du lich a?”
“Pung vay.”
“Vay phai xem buo6i biéu dién ctia ngudi Miéu chung t6i nhé.”

“Biéu dién gi?”
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“MOoi t6i déu co, trong trung tam biéu dién, rat dac sac.”

Xé vé xong, nguoi gac cong dwa cho c6. Thanh Van nhan lay, néi:
“Pugc, toi nhat dinh sé xem.” — Co6 vay vay chiéc vé — “Xin 16i nhé.”

Nguoi gac cong xua tay: “Oi, 1an sau nhé ki 1a dwgc roi, nhin dang vé
c6 cling khong giong nguoi di 1au.”

U, khong giéng. St dién nita doi déu bi mét hét ca roi.

Thanh Van di ra khéi can nha nhé, A Nam diéng chd bén ngoai, thay
0 di ra anh nhanh chong nghénh don.

“Dugc khong?”
Thanh Van khong néi 16i nao, chdm mot diéu thudc, nhin vé phia cira.

A Nam nhin ra phia sau, cdm thay cach phong ban vé bo sung qua
gan, anh kéo tay 4o Thanh Van ra cho khac.

“Pi thoi.” — Anh néi.

Thanh Van khong 1én tiéng ciling khong nhic nhich, im ldang hit thudc,
lai nhe nhang pha khai ra.

R6t cudoc A Nam biét chuyén nay khong thé dugc dé dang cho qua nhw
vay. Anh bat dau mai d€ giay, nghi t&i nghi lui, m&i néi mét cau: “Cé gi thi
cO ctr noi ra di.”

Thanh Van dap mot cu. Bay khong phdi la twdng twgng trong dau ma
la c6 dap that. Thanh Van mang doi giay ong got nhon kiéu thu dong mdi

cua Casarte, cao bay centimet. Néu doc hét strc lue, bat ké 1a dap hay giam
déu c6 thé 1ay mang nguoi ta.
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A Nam phén xa nhanh nhay, thodng céi da tranh dugc. Mat nhin cham
cham chan Thanh Van, thady c6 buéng xuéng mdi ngang dau. Van la vé mat
tinh rui.

Thanh Van tv tir gio mot ngon tay lén, nhe nhang chi chi, co néi: “Toi
néi cho anh biét. Sau nay néu t6i con chiéu c6 anh lam an nita thi chi
Thanh cta t6i sé viét ngwgc thanh chit Ta.”

A Nam khé thé dai mot tiéng kho c6 thé nghe thay, Thanh Van nhay
cam nghe dvgc, co noi: “Anh thd dai cai gi?”

A Nam lac dau, Thanh Van cau may lai: “Néi!”

A Nam liéc nhin cb, tiéng ndéi hoi thdp: “Luc trudce tdi chd rat nhiéu
khach nhu vay déu chua ting bi phét hién.”

Thanh Van tron mat: “O, néi vay la van dé do toi a?”

A Nam khong néi, c6 diéu sy im ldng da tra 10i tat cd. Thanh Van
chéng tay lén eo, lién tuc gat dau: “Pugc, dwgc. Nao, anh qua day.” — Co
bao A Nam — “Anh qua day.”

Khong biét A Nam bi vé mat c6 doa s¢ hay la tham phat hién c6 vé
khong 6n. Tém lai la anh khéng nhic nhich. Khong chi khong nhiic nhich,
tham chi anh con tha thé san sang dén dich, dé phong ngira c6 gai trudc
mat lai dap anh nita.

“Anh hiéu lam r6i.” — Thanh Van nhin dang vé anh nhv vay, c6 cuoi
néi — “T6i cho anh thé nghiém mot chut.”

A Nam rau ri: “Thé nghiém cai gi?”
Thanh Van chi chi vao sau xe: “Cam giac ngoi ghé nam.”

(13 »
cee
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A Nam nhin chiéc xe hoi l1au. Thanh Van di dén bén canh xe, tit minh
ngoi vao vi tri tai xé. A Nam van ding yén & phia sau, Thanh Van 16 dau
ra: “Tyw minh chui vao dé di.”

A Nam yén ldng nhin c6, Thanh Van néi: “Bi vao di.”

Khodng cach giita hai nguwoi chitng hai ba thwdc, c¢ thé nhin nhau.
Gi6 trong nui lanh lanh, 4nh ndng chéi chang trén dinh dau, bén canh la
mot dong sudi nho, nwdc sudi chdy roc rach. Bay gio dang vao mua € khach
du lich, c6 rdt it du khach, nha ctra cling khong nhiéu, xung quanh vé cung
yén tinh. Khi hau that sy rat tot, khong phai la loai thoi tiét that thuong.
Mubn néng thi c6 anh nang chéi mat, mudn lanh thi cé gié rét budt xwong.
Co 1€ do hoan canh thé nay, bat ky viéc cham tran tinh c@ phat sinh nao déu
trd thanh ky rc ngan ngui vui vé dé ngay sau nhé dén.

Nhin nhau mét h6i, A Nam cui thap dau, roi lai nguwdc 1én héi Thanh
Van: “C6 c6 bang lai khong?”

Khuyu tay Thanh Van gac lén ctta xe: “Toi chay xe muoi hai nam

»

roi.

A Nam van binh tinh ngoan c6, nhin cham cham Thanh Van: “C6 16n
bao nhiéu chi!”

Thanh Van cau may, khé noi: “Bién!”
A Nam quay dau, tit minh chui vao thung xe, r6i déng ctra xe lai.

Thanh Van ngoi trong xe nghiéng dau nhin sang, khong thdy nguoi
nhung c6 thé nghe thay tiéng dé dac chuyén dong.

“Anh ngoi xong chwa?”

A Nam & phia sau rau ri néi: “Van chwra, tham bi léch, t6i...”
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Anh chi m6i néi dwgc mot nira thi xe da phéng di. A Nam hoi 10n
nhao trong khong gian chat hep, di nhién noi nay khong da dé anh 16n mot
vong, cho nén anh vtra 1on da dung vao ctra sau.

Khong biét la dung vao day xich hay la 6 khoa, tom lai la ti€éng va
cham vo cung lanh lanh.

Trong tiéng may nd con mang theo tiéng phu nit that khé: “Van chwa
la tot.”

Qua chot kiém tra, cich mot khodng nita mdi vao trong ban, mot chiéc
xe c0 nho cii nat chay nhw bay trén dudng nuii. Thanh Van ngoi vi tri tai xé,
trong miéng ngdm mot diéu thudc, ong tay do kéo 1én mot nira. Co khong
hé st dung bién phéap an toan nao hét chit dirng néi la deo day an toan vao.
Ngay ca miéng che nang phia trudc ciing khong 1at xuong.

A Nam von chwa ng6i virng, lic nay bi dan x6c dén mitc nhoai nguoi
vé phia truedc, dau bi dap vai cai. Pau thi cling khong dau lam, c6 diéu la
chiu dung khong dugc noi sg hai.

A Nam chwa tirng thidy phu nit nao lai xe nhw vay, con 1ai nhanh hon
ca anh nita. Anh qué quen vdi con duong nay, tuy khong nhin thdy bén
ngoai, nhing moi khic cua, moi swon doc anh déu biét. Theo cach 1ai cta
Thanh Van, cé vai khic cua khéng bi roi xuéng ni cling da la ky tich roi.

Nhung A Nam khong nhém day ngan can co, bao co dung xe lai. Baoi
vi vira ré khic cua dau tién, anh da nhan ra day la mot nguwoi biét 1ai xe. Co
lai xe rat nhanh, khong phadi 1a loai tra thu dién cuéng ma la kiéu dua dai
gian doi. Noi mot cach khac, ¢6 van biét chirng muce, nhung 14 gan lai qua
16m.

Pén luc 1ai vao trong ban, nguwdi di dwong dan dan né tranh, Thanh
Van mdi ding lai. Sau khi c6 dirng lai ciing khong hé xudng xe, diéu thudc
huat khong hét van kep trong tay doan ngan ngui con du lai.
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A Nam bo qua cho6 ngoi phia sau, leo 1én phia truéc dé xudng xe. Anh
vong qua dau xe, di dén bén canh Thanh Van. Cira s6 xe van quay xudng,
canh tay Thanh Van dang géc 1én trén, chong cam nhin anh.

Pau téc A Nam roi loan, cong thém khuén mat ngam den va ngiti quan
khong biéu 10 gi, thoat nhin hoi c6 phan budn cudi.

Thanh Van hoi nghiéng dau: “Thoai mai khong?”

(13 »

A Nam hit sdu mét hoi, ding lic Thanh Van rit hoi thuoc cudi cung,
thdi ra ngoai ctta s6. A Nam dang hit thd thi thinh linh hit phai khoi nén bi
sdc ho khan vai tiéng.

Ho dén tiéng cudi cung, c6 hong da thanh lai, md&i ngang dau lan nira
néi v6i Thanh Van: “Dén r6i, c6 mudn tim khach san khong?”

Thanh Van dui thudc 14: “Sao ha? Co phai anh con mé khach san nita
khong?”

“Khong phaij, la...”
“La ban anh mé.”

A Nam im tiéng, trén mat Thanh Van ré rang mang theo vé cham
biém: “Mdi vira roi téi néi anh khong nghe a?”
[Sau nay néu t6i con chiéu c6 anh lam an nita thi chit Thanh cua toi sé

viét ngugc thanh chit Ta.]

(13

...” — A Nam c6 vé da nhd ra, nhuwng van con mudn c6 gang thém
mot chut — “T0i sé bao cau ta giam gia cho co.”
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“U, giéng v6i vé ndi bd giam gia ctia anh dé, gidm mudi phan ding
khong?”

(13 »

So sanh mém miéng, A Nam lam sao c6 thé la doi tha cia Thanh Van
chr.

Thanh Van phat hién, moi khi bu6n ban that bai A Nam sé thd dai mot
hoi that khé. Lic nay Thanh Van khéng cho anh thém co hoi, 1y dién thoai
ra goi cho huéng dan Truong.

Pam nguoi huwdng dan Trwong con chwa dén.

“Chirng ntra gio nita, sé dén nhanh thoi a. Chi Thanh, chi di dao xung
quanh trong ban trudc, néu khong thi dén thing khach san ciing dwgc. O
khach san Giai Canh, bon em da goi dién thoai trudc, sap xép xong hét ca
roi. Néu chi dén ct néi thang tén véi ho la dwoc.”

“Puogc r6i, cac nguoi khong can gip gap lam gi, twr tir 14i, t6i ty di dao
trugce.”

“Blrdc a.”

Sau khi bé dién thoai xuéng, A Nam n6i véi Thanh Van: “Vay t6i di
trudc, co tw minh di dao nhé.”

Thanh Van lam ra vé nghi ngo: “Cai gi ma anh di treéc ha?”

“Chut nira téi c6 viéc, phai di mot 1at, cd & trong ban cling khong can
dén xe.”

Thanh Van im lang, sac mat rod rang c6 chit lanh lung.

https://thuviensach.vn



A Nam thoang do dv lai néi: “Néu khong, c6 tim quan com an truedc
di, chut nita t6i sé dén.”

Thanh Van noi: “Pi tim chung.”
A Nam thoang nhin déng ho r6i néi: “Pugc.”

Xe dirng tai bai dau xe bén canh ban, Thanh Van xudng xe, co6 nhin
troi xanh may trang, nha go nau sam, dudng nui trong trai, thoang choc tam
trang lién nhe bang.

A Nam dung tdm van go chan 6 ctra trong tir bén trong, sau khi lam
xong anh vo vo tay, quay dau lai.

Thanh Van diéng duwdi anh nang, do khodc mau den phan chiéu anh
sang. Co cuoi voi anh: “Hay la ching ta an khoai tay di?”
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A NAM

Twentine
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Chuong 6
“Khoai tay?” — A Nam nhin Thanh Van — “C6 mudn an khoai tay a?”

Anh hoi ngtta dau giong nhu dang tim kiém xem tiém nao ban khoai
tay nudéng kha ngon trong ban.

Thanh Van von néi dua, khong ngd anh lai twéng that, cd noi: “Dirng
suy nghi nita, vira di vira xem nao.”

Hai nguoi di vao ban, ban Miéu nay la thang canh du lich néi tiéng
nhat noi day, dwgc khai pha rat nhiéu, nhung c6 diéu ciing dwoc gitt gin
khong it. Puong dwgc 10t da, hai ben du loai ctva hang, trong do civa hang
budnban do6 bang bac la chiém da s6. Trwdc cita déu treo vat trang tri bang
bac khong 16, cling c6 ca vai tiém thti c6ng my nghé va thwe pham.

Thanh Van nhin céd con duong, roi hoi A Nam: “Miéu Vuong la ai?”

“U.” — A Nam dang chim chi cdi dau budc di khéng chi y, lic nay
méi quay dau liéc nhin Thanh Van — “Cai gi co?”

Thanh Van buwéc cham lai, chi vao hai bén noi: “Anh xem di. Trang
si’c Miéu Vwvong, banh keo Miéu Vvong, tap hoa Miéu Vuong...”

“A.” — A Nam lai cti dau — “Téi khong biét, nhung chic chin khong
cO nguwoi nay.”

“Theé sao lai goi nhw vay?”

“Vi nghe hay.”
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“A.” — Thanh Van hoi dia — “Téi con twéng rang Miéu Vuong la
tredng ban cta cac anh chit, thé Iyc 16n qua ma.”

Vong qua khiic cua méi thady mét con phé hang rong. C6 diéu hién gio
it du khach, trén duwong hoi vang lang. Hai bén dwong déu la hang quan ctia
nguwoi Miéu, Thanh Van nhin so qua: Nao la banh day, com nép, mi xao,
heo ri'ng nuwéng... Mon an khong da dang nhung thoat nhin trang tri kha
bat mat, kem theo cdnh nti non xung quanh khién ngwoi ta nhin rdt mudn
an.

Diing ltic Thanh Van dang déi bung, ¢ néi véi A Nam: “An cai ndy
di.”

A Nam khong c6 y kién khac: “DPwoc.”

Hai bén dau pho theo tht tw 1a com nép va hu tiu xao, chd quan déu la
phu ni trung nién ngwdi Miéu. Thanh Van nhin sang trdi r6i nhin sang
phai, cudi cung di dén quay com nép bén canh.

Com nép dugc nén trong mot cai chén dang boc khoi nghi ngut trong
thoi tiét thang mudi hai. Trén xe hang rong con c6 vai chén 16n, bén trong
la da loai dwa muoi. Thanh Van mua mot phan com nép. C6 hoi ba chu bao
nhiéu tién, ba cht néi nam dong, Thanh Van quay dau nhin A Nam.

A Nam van cti dau, hai tay bé vao trong ao khoac, khong biét dang
suy tw gi hay la chi ngdn ngudi ra théi. Thanh Van nhip 1én chan anh mot
cai: “Nay!”

A Nam hoan hon: “Sao ha?”
Thanh Van khé hat dau: “Tra tién.”

A Nam ngac nhién: “Cai gi?”
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Thanh Van nhan ldy d6i diia ma ba cha dwa dén, tach ra, an tredc mot
miéng, lai n6i: “Nam dong.”

Lic A Nam ngac nhién sé hoi nhéch mo6i, Thanh Van vira an vira
thuwéng thirc. Khong biét A Nam that sy cam thady nén mdi c6 an gi do hay
chi 1a bi lay nhiém béi thai do tw nhién nay ctia 6 , sau phut chdc stng sot,
anh lién mdc tién trong ti quan ra.

Sau khi trad tién, A Nam néi véi Thanh Van: “Co6 an trudc di nhé, toi di
lam viéc cua toi.”

Thanh Van bung chén com nép trong tay, néi: “bi di.”

A Nam gat dau budc di, di dugc vai buée thi dirng lai, anh quay dau

néi véi Thanh Van: “T6i cho c6 s6 dién thoai, néu c6 can dung xe thi goi
cho t6i.”

“Dugc.” — Thanh Van dua dién thoai di dong ra — “Tw lvu di.”

Sau khi A Nam di, Thanh Van ng6i trong léu ban thit heo ritng nwéng,
vlra an vira m& danh sach cudc goi trong dién thoai di dong ra. Pitng dau
day chit Z la Chu Pong Nam, ngudi cudi cung goi vao mdy ctia Thanh
Van.

Thoat nhin tén kha nghiém chinh. Thanh Van nhan ro6i suy nghi vu vo,
c6 nghi tham chac do ban than cia A Nam khién ¢6 nhin may chit nay ciing
cam thdy kho khan va khong c6 linh khi.

An com nép xong, huéng dan Truwong goi dén.

“Chi Thanh.” — Huéng dan Truong hap tap — “Bon em dén r6i, chi &
dau? Da dén khach san chwa? Co6 an com chwa?”
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Thanh Van dwa dién thoai ra xa mot chdt: “An r6i, van chuwa dén
khach san.” — C6 nghe thay tiéng hwdng dan Trwong thé hon hén trong dién
thoai, khong nhin dwgc néi: “Tiéu Trwong, em c t tr thoi khong phai gap
dau.”

“Vay chi dang ¢ dau? Bay gio em di tim chi.”

Thanh Van nhin xung quanh, n6i: “Chi cling khong biét, dang & phd
hang rong.”

“0, 0, em biét roi, em 1ap tic dén ngay day.”

Hudéng dan Trwong noi 1ap tite dén thi ding that la 1ap tirc dén that.
Thanh Van vira dé dién thoai xudng chwa dén ntra phit thi da thdy mot
nguwoi chay ao dén cudi con phd. Thanh Van diéng 1én, hwéng dan Truwong
chay dén bén canh co.

“Chi, chi Thanh!”

Thanh Van noéi: “Pa néi em ditng gap ma, sao con phai chay nhanh
nhu vay?”

“Khong sao, khong sao!” — C6 ta nghiéng dau nhin thdy trén ban nho
dat mot cai chén trong rong, néi — “Chi an xong roi ha?”

N
‘(l I’”

“Vay bay gio chi muon di dao trwdc hay la em dwa chi dén khach san
nghi ngoi mot chut tredc?”

“Pén khach san di.”

Huéng dan Trwong dan Thanh Van di sau vao trong ban, ca ban Miéu
xday men theo vach mii, phan 16n nha ctra déu la nha hai tang lam bang go,
nam rai rac khap nuii. Khach san ma hwéng dan Truwong dat nam trén cao,

https://thuviensach.vn



Thanh Van mang giay cao goét, lic di 1én ciing kha vat va. Huwéng dan
Truong thay vay ben noi: “Luc di 1én hoi phién phitc, tuy nhién 1én do roi
nhin xudng lai vo cung dep, phong em dat c6 thé thiy duwgc toan canh ban
Miéu.”

Thanh Van néi: “Khong gap, em cit dan duong la dwoc roi.”

Khach san kha vang, ta nhw chi c6 mot ngwdi khach la Thanh Van.
Huéng dan Truong nhanh chéng 1ay chia khéa phong, dan Thanh Van dén.

Can phong la loai phong tiéu chuan c6 hai giwong.

“Chi Thanh, khach san & day déu la phong doi, c6 diéu phong rong
16n, chi @ mot minh cling tién.”

Thanh Van hoi: “Vay em ¢ dau?”
“Em & bén dwdi, cong ty du lich bon em c6 sap xép cho & riéng.”

Thanh Van ciling khong c6 hanh ly gi, nguoi di vao phong la xong.
Huwéng dan Trwong thdy c¢6 hoi mét, bao c6 nghi ngoi mét chit, hai nguwoi
hen nhau ba gi¢ chiéu ra ngoai tham quan.

Sau khi huwéng dan Truwong di, Thanh Van di lai trong phong. Phong
kha cii nhung don dep rat sach sé. Thanh Van di dén phong vé sinh, chan
buwdc bi hut suyt nita ngd xudéng. C6 cui dau nhin, tredc cra c6 mot tdm
thdm nhé, Thanh Van vén 1én xem thay san nha bén duwéi da muc, chinh
gitta 1a mot cai ho, xem ra bdi vi ché nay quanh nam am w6t nén da muc
nat roi.

Thanh Van da tam tham qua mot bén, buéce qua 16 hong, di vao phong
vé sinh rira tay rira mat.
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Bat nhiét do diéu hoa cao lén, Thanh Van cdi 4o khoac ra, ma cira ban
cong. Huéng dan Truong néi khong sai, tir can phong nay c6 thé nhin thay
toan canh ban Miéu. Trén khap swon nui déu la nha go, nhin kiéu dang va
mrc d6 méi cii thi phan 16n nha déu mdi xay dung sau nay, co diéu la dugc
xdy ti mi nén tuy khong giéng kiéu dang ban so nhung van giit duge da
phan ban sac dan toc.

Ban cong ciling dugc lam bang go, hai tay Thanh Van chong 1én lan
can, nhin ra phia xa. Thang canh dwgc khai thac & mic dé kha t6t. Thanh
Van khong phdi kiéu thanh nién nghé si chiu mao hiém cdnh dong rét ha
nong lam khach ba 16 thich phong canh nguyén so. Nhin tw Itic ¢o ra cita
dén gio van mang doi giay cao goét la cling hiéu dugc diéu nay.

So véi kiéu thich tir canh tuyét dep tim ra chan li cudc doi thi Thanh
Van lai thich tiép xtic véi nguwdi khac hon. Du nhiét tinh hay gia doi, téa
sang dén mic khién ngwdi ta mudn 6m lay haythoi nat dén mic khién long
nguoi kinh sg...

Sau lvng Thanh Van la hoi &m trong phong thoi ra, tredc mat la swon
ndi lanh 1€o. C6 cham mot diéu thudc, twa vao ct go, xem nhw la nghi
ngoi.

CO0 ngam may trén troi dang nhe nhang tréi giong nhw dau 6c hién tai
ctia minh. Noi nay qua an nhan, qua yén tinh, nhin may tr6i lau ciing bat
dau c6 tac dung nhw bi théi mién. Thanh Van dan dan mai mét.

Co tr¢ vao phong, nam dai trén giwong. Trong chan mang theo hoi am
riéng biét cua vung ndi, lic m@i vira nam xudng so 1én thi cam thay lanh

lanh, nhing nam mat héi thi chan cling am lén.

Co da giay di, quay ngwoi budc vao mong dep. Két qua vira nga mot
giac m@ mat ra da thay trdi dan t6i. Thanh Van nhin dong ho, da nam gio
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roi. C6 lay dién thoai ra, trén do6 c6 hai cudc goi nhd va mot tin nhan, déu la
cta hvéng dan Truong.

Thanh Van 6m dau ng6i day, goi lai cho hwéng dan Trwong.

“Chi Thanh!”

“... Chi thitc roi, em & dau?”

“Em dang @ cwra khach san, chi nghi c6 khoe khong a?”

Thanh Van muon hat thudc, luc trong tdi mdi phat hién ra da hét roi.
“Nghi ngoi xong r6i, chd chut chi xuéng ngay.”

“Duoc a.”

biéu hoa trong phong van con ba mwoi do, gi6 am khong ngirng thoi
ra, Thanh Van thay khé c6, cam 1dy do khoac nhung khéng mac vao ma di
thang ra ctta.

Huéng dan Trwong dang chd & dai sanh, tro chuyén véi hai nhan vién
khach san, thady Thanh Van ra thi v6i vang chay dén dén.

“Chi Thanh.”
Thanh Van w.

Hudéng dan Truong hoi ngdp nging, Thanh Van liéc nhin, c6 ta nhanh
chong noi ra: “Co phai ban ngay di dwong mét moi qua khong?”

Co ta hoi rat khé, lai hoi de dat. Thanh Van biét minh da doa co ta, c6
cwdi cudi 16i néi: “U, ¢6 nuwdc khong?”

“Co, c6, c6.” — Nhan vién ctta hang bén canh khach san noi — “O day

»

co a.
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Nhan vién ctta hang la mot thanh nién hon hai mwoi tudi, néi giong T
Xuyeén, cau ta dwa cho Thanh Van mdt chai nwéc suoi.

Nghi ngoi mot h6i Thanh Van tinh tdo lai, quyét dinh t6i nay khong
bat diéu hoa ngu nita.

“Mat troi sap lan r6i.” — Thanh Van néi véi hwéng dan Truong lic di
xuong swon nui.

“Da, chi Thanh déi chwa, c6 mu6én an com truedc khéng?”

“Chua doi.”

Pang di Thanh Van bong nhé ra mot chuyén.

“Chi nghe n6i bubi t6i & day hinh nhw c6 biéu dién gi d6 phai khong?”

“Dung a.” — Huéng dan Truong néi — “Poan van nghé ban Miéu biéu
dién a, tat ca déu la ngudi trong ban, trinh dién & trung tam biéu dién.”

“Lic nao mudn xem ciling c6 a?”
“Da, c6 vé la dugc.”

Vé, nhac dén vé Thanh Van lién nhé dén mot nguwdi. Co 1ay dién thoai
di dong ra goi cho anh nhung khong ai nghe.

‘(Oi' »

Thanh Van von cling dang nhan r6i buén chan, thay khong ai nghe
cling khong bat ngd lam.

Huéng dan Truong noi: “Néu khong ching ta di xem biéu dién trwdc,
sap bat dau r6i.”

Thanh Van néi: “Biéu dién trong bao 1au?”
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“Khong t6i mot tiéng dau a.”
“Ciing duoc.”

Bén ngoai trung tdm biéu dién c6 vai du khach, hinh nhu 1a m6t doan
du lich, con chwa dén gio soat vé, tat cd moi ngwoi déu chd ¢ bén ngoai.
Thanh Van vira xép hang vira suy nghi.

“Tiéu Truwong, trong ban c6 cho nao can st dung xe khong?”

“Trong ban a?” — Tiéu Trwong ngam nghi — “Trong ban khong c6 cho
nao can dung dén xe ca.”

‘(A »

Vira dén thoi gian biéu dién, cira don khach mé ra, hai nhan vién soat
vé dirng hai bén, bam 10 trén moi chiéc vé caa khach di qua.

Trung tam biéu dién la kiéu ngoai troi, chinh giita la mot bai dat trong
rong rai, phia sau la mot san khau dung cao, noi cao nhat trén dai c6 hai
chiéc strng trau khong 16 dung hai bén, miii nhon chia viit 1én troi.

Khan gia ng6i ba mat bao quanh bai dat trong, khong c6 sap xép ghé,
chi ngoi tuy tién. Thanh Van ng6i xuéng vi tri chinh giita, bén canh cé du
khach luc duc di vao. PBéu la chung m6t doan nén ho ngoi chung véi nhau
tro chuyén rom ra khong ngat.

Sdac troi van chwa toi han, khan gia da di vao gan da. Thanh Van bat
chéo chan, 1ay dién thoai di dong ra lwét vu vo. Lai qua vai phut, trén san
khau vang 1én tiéng chudng luc lac. Thanh Van ngang dau, mét c¢6 bé nguoi
Miéu an mac 1ong lay di ra tir phia sau san khau.

Thanh Van ngap mot céi, budi biéu dién bat dau. Cung lic d6 dién
thoai Thanh Van rung lén. Co cii dau xem, la Ly Van Sung goi dén.
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Thanh Van bat dién thoai.
“Tiéu Van!”
“Ly tong.”
“Pang lam gi vay?”
Thanh Van tya vao bac thang cing phia sau noéi: “Khong lam gi ca.”
“Khong lam gi ca la lam gi?”

Pay la cugc dién thoai cha cé noi dung gi, nhuvng Thanh Van da nhan
dwgc rat nhiéu cudc goi nhv vay tr Ly Van Sung, nhiéu dén mitc khong
dém xué. Moi lan c6 di cong tac, Ly Van Sung sé goi dién thoai hang ngay.
Co khi la ban viéc cong, co khi chi noi doi ba cau vu vo.

Trén san khau ngwoi dan chuong trinh da gidi thiéu xong, chuong
trinh bat dau mé man, tiét muc dau tién la tiét muc mua.

Sau phut an tinh ngan ngui, trén khu dat trong vang lén tiéng luc lac
leng keng. Hai hang c0 gai ngwoi Miéu tur i di ra tir hai bén canh ga, dau
cai trang sirc bac, an mac 16ng lay, mat nd nu cuoi.

“Oi chao, anh & day mét khong chiu noéi, em lai dang di du lich vui

2

ve.
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Thanh Van nhin dong ho, vao gid nay dwva theo ké hoach dudng sinh
cta Ly Van Sung thi han da tan viéc vé nha. Lai nghe thay giong 6ng luvoi
biéng, c6 biét rang minh da doan dung.

Thanh Van suy nghi chac han 6ng dang nam trén chiéc giwvong 16n,
cho dau bép ndu canh mang 1én . D6 la chiéc givong gob t& dan 6ng rat thich
md&i mua hoi dau nam véi gia hai triéu.

Thanh Van khong hiéu may thit d6 cé ich lgi gi, do Ly Van Sung tu tir
giai thich cho c6. Co nh¢ lai cach day khong lau luc co chwa di cong tac,
Ly Van Sung goi c¢6 dén nha, 6ng con dich than xudng bép. Sau khi com
nuwéc xong hai ngwdi udng tra tan gau, dung lic 6ng nhac dén chiéc givong
nay.

“Go tir dan la “vang trong cac loai g6”, ngu lau trén nguwoi sé c6 huwong
thom. Ma cay t& dan con xua dudi con trung, vao mua he ciing khong bi
muoi dot. Chiéc givong cua anh dwgc lam cau ky, danh bong bang cé Mac
Tac, ban than co Moc Tdac tan phong giai nhiét, danh bong len givong tw
dan cang co6 tac dung diéu tiét khi huyét, lvu thong mau va dudng da.”

Ong néi hitng khéi, con 16i kéo Thanh Van vao phong xem: “Nao,
Tiéu Van, em xem phan dau giwong cham tré hoa van caa anh di, khi s¢
vao sé téa ra huwong go. N6 khong chi c6 thé giup an than, dau 6c tinh tao
ma con dan dan con cé thé ngan ngtra té€ bao chét, gidm nép nhan, lam dep
da nita day.”

Thanh Van dwa tay so thit, quay dau cudi dua: “Anh nén chuyén sang
nghé ban giwong di, nhan vién ctra hang ciing néi khong bang anh dau.”

Ly Van Sung cling cuoi: “Pugc thoéi, sau nay anh vé hwu, mua mot
can t& hgp vién trong ngd hém nao d6 & Bac Kinh. M6t nam di ra ngoai hai
mua xuan, thu dé tim hang, thoi gian con lai sé & trong nha.”

“Vay lam sao ma buon ban?”
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“Em khong hiéu roi, nha budn chan chinh déu ty minh tim nha ban,
nhung do6 ban dwa dén ctra ngudi ta khong xem vira mat dau.”

Thanh Van néi: “Nha budn? Giong nhw anh d6 ha?”

Ly Van Sung gat dau khong biét xau ho: “Giong nhu anh vay.”

Mat troi da xudng nui, trung tam biéu dién da Ién déen. Tiét muc mua
ctia c6 gai ngwoi Miéu da két thic, hién tai doi sang mot ngwoi dan ong 1én
san khau. Thanh Van chi lo tranh luan v6i Ly Van Sung, khong nghe thay
nguoi cha tri gidi thiéu tiét muc gi. Xem madt hoi mébi biét dwgc ngwoi dan
ong nay thoi nhac bang 14 cay.

Thanh Van dwa di dong ra xa mot chiit, hwéng vé phia san khau chinh
gitra.

“Co6 nghe thay khong?”

“Nghe thay, day la gi?”

“Co6 mot nguoi dan 6ng thoi nhac bang 14 cay.”

Ly Van Sung noi: “La cay a? Sao 16n tiéng nhu vay duwgc?”
“Anh dan a? Pwong nhién la gan micro r6i.”

Ly Van Sung kh4 ai oan: “Oi, ché anh dan kia.”

Moi lan Ly Van Sung lam ra vé nhw thé néi chuyén, Thanh Van déu
gitr im lang. Khong phai c6 khong biét 6ng sé noi tiép cai gi ma laco biét
rat 10 no6i gi co thé khién 6ng vui vé, noi gi cé thé khién 6ng ngdt ngat, noi
gl c6 thé khién cudc noéi chuyén nay van tiép tuc khong ngirng. Nhung
nhitng nam gan day, co rat it khi néi tiép 10i 6ng, ma Ly Van Sung ciing
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khong dé y. Theo 10i 6ng néi, sy an y gitta bon ho da c6 tir rat nhiéu nam
trugc.

Ly Van Sung nam nay bén muoi bdy tudi, d6 la mot do tudi lung
chtrng. Néi nhé cling khong nho, du sao da gan nam muoi r6i ma. Nhung
16n thi that sy cling khong 16n 1am. Can c vi tri hién nay ong dang git,
phan 16n ngwdi bang tudi Ly Van Sung déu thap hon chitc vu ctia 6ng hai
bac.

“Thay em nhan nha nhv vay anh cling muén di choi.”

Thanh Van cudi: “Anh a? Anh han khong thé ca doi dinh trong nha,
nguwoi khac moi anh con khong di, con néi la muén di dau choi chi?”

“Cai gi ma dinh trong nha chtt ha?” — Ly Van Sung néi — “Nhu anh
goi la bao duong.”

“Anh la d6 lwaoi thi c6.”

Ly Van Sung kién nhan giai thich: “Anh khong phai lwoi, em xem
khong khi Bac Kinh hién tai di, giong nhw la muén 14y mang nguoi ta vay.
Trong nha anh c6 nhiéu 16p loc khong khi nhw vay nhung khi hit vao van
con thay bui day, khong khi nhw vay lam sao ra khéi nha dwgc.”

Thanh Van than nhién n6i: “Vay don nha di la duwoc ro6i.”

Nguoi dan o6ng da thoi dén ban nhac th hai, am thanh c6 xwa ngan
dai. Troi cang lic cang t6i khién ngon dén bén canh tréng c6 vé vo cung
sang ngoi. Sau san khau c6 den dién chiéu sang, con phia trudce 1a dot dudce.
Hién tai rat hiém thay dudc that, mat Thanh Van nhin ngon Itta dang chay
bap bung tia nhw bi théi mién.

Ly Van Sung im lang mét hoi méi tir tir ndi: “Pugc, may nam nita anh
vé hwu phdi di tim mét noi khong nguoi dé duwdng lao. Em thich noi nao?”
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Thanh Van khé cudi: “Anh tim noi dudng lao dau c6 lién quan gi dén
viéc em thich.”

“Vay anh tht nghi xem anh thich noi nao.” — Ly Van Sung ¢ that dai,
néi — “T6i thiéu thi phong canh phéi dep, giao thong c6 thuan tién hay
khong chi 1a thit yéu, khong khi phai trong lanh mdt cht, khong thé giong
nhw Bac Kinh hit thé nhw phai gan may loc vay. T6t nhat la mua dong dirng
qué rét, khong dé tuyét cang hay. U... Anh nghi xem con gi nita ndo...”

Xem ra la khong sao r6i. Thanh Van nghi tham, hién tai Ly Van Sung
c6 thoi gian nhan r6i tha ho twdng twgng vé twong lai nhw vay, chac han
chuyén Vién Kiém Sat va Cuc Bao Giam da gidi quyét xong xuoi.

Tiét muc ti€p theo lai la mda, lic nay la nam nit cing mua véi nhau.
Troi toi nhw thé ngoai triv cdy dudc ra thi ngwoi ngbéi bén duwdi can ban
chang thdy ro gi cd. Ngoi lau thidy hoi lanh, Thanh Van dit khoat ding 1én
hoat dong mot chit, chuan bi roi khoi do.

“Oi, em nghi gitip anh xem con can gi nita khong?”
“Con can anh vé huu da.”

(13 »
see

Thanh Van ngoi & vi tri trung tdm, lic di ra ngoai nguwdi bén canh phai
nhwong 16i cho c6. Co di dén gan san khau thi bong ngirng lai.

“Chinh xac la can vé huu that.” — Ly Van Sung noéi trong dién thoai —
“Hién tai tudi hwu tri d@ dwgc chinh sira lai, vi tri cia anh phai sdu muoi
tudi ma@i vé hvu duwge. Néu khong nhu vay thi dang 1& anhdén nam muoi
lam tudi da dugc vé huu r6i. Thoi tim noi non xanh nwéc biéc ma dudng
lao dugc khong?”
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Thanh Van di 1én trudc vai budc dén hang dau tién sat san khau. Cach
d6 khong xa, man muda dang dén doan cao trao.

Tiét muc mua nay chang hé cé nhac, toan bd am thanh déu do nguoi
mua tao ra. Trén nguwdi cac c¢o gai Miéu rat nhiéu luc lac va miéng bac deo
trén co tay, co chan, canh tay va ca phia sau lung.

Pan o6ng thi chia thanh hai nhém. Mot nhom thi thoi khen, cay khen
dai hai thudc, vira thon vira nhon, phia trén cot mot dai bang do, nguoi vira
lac lw thi dai bang ciing bay phat pho theo. Nhém dan 6ng khac thi khiéu
vil xen ké gilra cac co gai.

Tiéng miéng bac kéu leng keng vang vong khap noi, giong nhw ca
thung ling déu vang ddy xao xac.

Thanh Van cham chd nhin mot nguwoi trong do.

“Cling duwgc...” — Co6 khé ndi — “Tim noi non xanh nwdc biéc ma
dudng lao di.”

“Em dé c noi nao?”

Nguoi dé mac trang phuc ngwoi Miéu bang vai tho mau xanh den, d6i
nén mau xanh nhat. Tuy la mua déng nhwng vi yéu cau cua budi biéu dién
nén quan do khong day, thdm chi 4o con hoi phanh nguc.

“Noi nao cling dwgc, anh can khong khi tot thi phéi la noi vang
nguoi.”

“Em ciling khong thé bdo anh dén noi ritng nii hoang vang trong trot
ch.”

“Vay thi Van Nam, Tt Xuyen... hodc la Quy Chau.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Véc dang anh cao nhét trong nhém nguai biéu dién, cho nén c6 vé noi
troi hon. Trong tiét muc quay vong nhdy mua, co thiy lan da ngam den ctia
anh that giong nhu khéi vang den bong loang dwdi anh Itta soi chiéu.

“Van — Quy — Xuyén a?” — Ly Van Sung suy nghi can than mot chut
r6i n6i — “Ciing dugc, néu khong anh tim nguwdi qua do diéu tra tredc. Anh
cam thdy tot nhat la ching ta ty xday nha, nha xay san anh lo phong thuy
khong tot.”

“Xay di, anh chon dwgc cho roi thi viéc xay nha cling nhanh théi.”

Thanh Van twa vao lan can go lang lang nhin tiét muc biéu dién.
Khoadng cach kha xa, sac trdi lai t6i, c6 khong thdy ro khudn mat anh,
nhung nghi rang chac khong khac lam véi ban ngay, ldc nao ciing lanh
tanh.

CO nhin mdt hoi lai bat cwdi. Co cling khong ré6 minh buén cudi vi
chuyén anh lam thém du nghé hay la do sy twong phan gitta ban ngay va
ban dém ctia anh nita. Co6 chi cdm thay hinh nhw minh 1am ro6i. Tén dau dat
nay khong phai chang hé c6 linh khi.

“Tiéu Van, em vé khach san s6m mot chut, thdi tiét lanh nhw vay em
lai khong mac nhiéu do.”

“Pugc.” — Thanh Van néi — “Chut nita em sé ve.”

Co cup dién thoai, tiét muc da xong, Thanh Van khong muon dén hoi
anh rot cudc la anh lam thém bao nhiéu viéc. Hién tai c6 chi muon nhin
thdy anh thoi.

Man mua nay vira xong thi budi biéu dién ciling chinh thitc két thic,
nguoi dan chwong trinh moi tat ca khan gia va cac nghé si cung nhau mua
vong tron.
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Thanh Van di xuéng khan dai, ngudi bén dwdi lan lwot chen chic
nhau. Moi nguoi dan dan vay thanh vong theo si hwéng dan cua doan biéu
dién, tuy khong trat tw 1am nhwng dwgc cai nao nhiét.

Ciing khong khé nhan ra anh, bai vi tat ca ngudi cta doan biéu dién
déu & d6. Anh van mac bo trang phuc mua khi ndy, chi cé diéu bay gio
trong tay c6 thém cay khén, diéu nay lai cang khién dé nhan ra anh hon.

A Nam di vong quanh theo dam nguwoi, cay khen trong tay khong nhe,
anh phdi cam that chac, thinh thodng mat con phai dé y nhitng khan gia
dang chen chuc di vao.

Trong san qua dong, nguoi di phia sau anh dap 1én chan anh, A Nam
budc len tredc nhanh hon. Anh vira bwéc nhanh vira tranh né ra phia bén
ngoai nhung van khong thé nao may man thoat khoi ngwoi phia sau.

Anh cam giac khong ding lam, quay dau lai lién thay dwgc mot c6 gai
dong dong cao dang dirng sau anh.

“Sao anh khong th6éi khen gidong nguwoi khac, ngay cd miéng cling
khong ngam vao kheén nita, can than toi t6 cdo la anh khéi 1anh tién day.”

A Nam strng sot trong choc lat, Thanh Van di dén bén canh anh.
A Nam nhin co: “La c6?”

Thanh Van néi: “La t6i d6.”

“Co tdi xem biéu dién a?”

“Néu khong thi sao?” — C6 liéc anh mot cai — “DPay chinh la céng viéc
ma anh noi ha?”

“U.” — A Nam tra 101, lai n6i — “T6i khong thwong t6i ddy, hém nay
trung hop 1a bon ho thiéu nguwdi théi.”
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“Anh ding la vién gach cia xa hoi chu nghia, noi nao can thi mang
dén noi do.”

A Nam dién hinh la nguwoi khu kho chdm hiéu hodc la ké khong buén
dém xia dén may cau ndi dua. Hang ngli dan dan giai tan, A Nam 6m khen
néi: “Toi phdi di xép hang roi.”

“Dan hang?” — Thanh Van néi — “Ra chién truong a?”

A Nam phéat hién Thanh Van ludn thich néi khay anh. Anh dau méi
nhuwng khong nghi phai dinh chinh thé nao, chi néi — “Khong phai, 1a xép
hang dé chup hinh bé mac.”

Thanh Van hat hat cam, nhe nhang néi: “Bi di, td6i & day cho anh.”

“BLI’Q,C,”
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Toan thé nghé si dwoc tap trung lai, xép thanh vai hang duwéi sy hudng
dan cua trudng doan.

Co6 thé bai vi vé bé ngoai cia A Nam trong ciling kha nén dwgc xép
vao vi tri chinh gitta, bén canh déu la nhitng ngudi 16n tudi. Dang voc anh
cao hon ngwoi ta nhitng hai cai dau, ditng trong dam nguoi véi vé mat vo
cam, trong kha ngdc nghéch.

Nguwoi dan chwong trinh con chwa ditng vao vi tri thi du khach da voi
vang nhao dén gianh chup anh trwdc. Mot nguwdi vira x6ng 1én thi nhitng
nguoi khac cting khéng chiu yéu thé, moi nguwdi dong loat ta vao chup t6i
chup lui. Xem ra, khong phai lan dau tién ngudi dan chwong trinh gap phai
tinh hudéng nay, chi cam 1ay micro néi xin moi nguwdi dirng nén chen 1an roi
ct dé mac ho.

Anh mét Thanh Van van nhin vao Chu Péng Nam. Anh kh4 néi bat
trong dan nghé si, thit nhat 1a dang véc, thit hai la vé bé ngoai tam dugc.
Sau khi chuyp anh tap thé xong c6 rat nhiéu ngwoi dén kéo anh chup anh
chung, anh khong tr chéi ai hét, ai 16i cling di theo.

Thanh Van ding cach dé khong xa nhin hai c6 géi tré chay dén, moi
cO0 kéo mot canh tay cia A Nam, tao dang xong thi mot c6 gai khac gio
may len chup anh cho hai c6 nang, vira chup vtra noi: “Cuwoi mot cai di anh
dep trai, mau cuoi di nao!”
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N6i rat 1au nhung A Nam van mang vé mat d6. Khong phai la anh
khong mudn cwdi, nhung that sy khong quen, nan mai khong ra, mat c@
giat giat.

CO géi chup anh ciling khong biét néi sao, nhanh chéng chup tach tach
hai tdm r6i doi di chup ngudi khac.

Thanh Van xem mudi phut, tredong hgp nhw thé xuat hién rat nhiéu.
Co lai nhin sang bén canh, ciling la ngwdi dan toc thiéu so, cling 1a dan ong
tré tudi nhung may nguwdi bén canh rat vui vé véi du khach, ho hoa dong va
tao du dang dé chup hinh. Co6 ltic thi khoa tay mta chan, c6 ltc thi cau co
ba vai. Cé6 mot anh chang con nhiét tinh bé ca du khach nir 1én, khién moi
nguoi vira reo ho vira chup hinh lién tuc.

Nhin lai A Nam kho khan giéng nhw 1a chup dnh chithg minh vay.

Qua mot lic sau, Thanh Van thay du khach chup hinh da da ciing bat
dau roi khéi san khau, c6 mai di qua n6i chuyén véi A Nam.

“Mat anh lam bang thach cao a?”

A Nam céi mii xuéng: “Khong phai.”

“T6i khuyén anh nén nghi cho ky r6i hang néi.”

A Nam lac dau, trén tran ri mo hoi 1dm tam: “That khong phai ma.”

C6 nguoi dén kéu A Nam, anh dwa khén lai cho ngudi ta, lai noi vai
cau. Thanh Van nghe khong hiéu, chi nhin nguwdi dé cam cay khén di.

“Lam xong chuwa? Tiép theo con lam gi nita khong?”
A Nam lau mat: “Khong c6, xong r6i.”

“C6 mét khong?”
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“Khong mét, chi mia c6 mot lan théi.”

“Anh ti'ng mua nhiéu lam a?”

“U, vao mua dit khach mot ngdy phai biéu dién rat nhiéu dot.”
“Anh hay biéu dién lam sao?”

“Khong, toi khong thuwong lam.” — A Nam gidi thich — “T6i chi la dy
bi, vi h6m nay cé ngudi bi bénh nén t6i méi dén lam thay.”

“Chtta chay a?”
“Cu xem la vay.”

Hai nguoi vira noi chuyén vua di theo dong nguoi ra ngoai, Thanh
Van noi: “T6i moi com.”

A Nam nhanh chéng quay dau nhin Thanh Van. Thanh Van nhiu may,
néi v6i vé khong hai long 1dm: “Anh mét anh 1a sao? Giéng nhu 13 t6i dang
cai bay anh vay. No6i gi thi n6i, anh da an com chwa?”

A Nam lac dau: “Chwa an.”
“Vay to6i goi thém hwéng dan Trwong, ching ta cung di an.”

Cu6i cung A Nam van dong y, diwgc an com mién phi thi dau c6 1y do
gi dé ma tr ch6i chiv! Thanh Van goi dién thoai cho huwéng dan Truong. Co
ta khong vao xem biéu dién, van ditng & ngoai. Nhan dwgc dién thoai cua
Thanh Van, ba nguoi gap nhau ¢ ngoai ctra trung tam.

Bay gio sac troi da tdi han, tat ca nha ctra va hang quan trong ban déu
1én den. Ra khoi trung tam biéu dién, ngang dau nhin Ién, nita swon doc déu
la anh dén rai rac.
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Dong nguoi roi khoi trung tam biéu dién chia thanh hai 16i di vé phia
tredc. Phan 16n thi déu di vé khach san, mot s6 nhé thi di xuéng dwdi swon
doc, bén duwéi déu la hang quan ctia ngudi Miéu.

Nhom Thanh Van di xuéng con doc. Hai bén duwong cé khong it tiém
an, hwvéng dan Truong ding bén trai Thanh Van, A Nam di hoi chéch vé
phia tredc. Thanh Van héi: “Noi nay c6 mon gi dac san?”

Hai nguwoi gan nhw dong thanh tra 10i:
“Canh chua ca.”
“Khong co6.”

(13 »
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Lan nay hwédng dan Truong & khau, c6 ta thira dip Thanh Van cti dau
mim cwoi md&i véo A Nam mot cai that manh, y bao anh im miéng. Pang
tiéc A Nam cui dau budc di, khong chu y dén.

Thanh Van ty dong bd qua cau trd 16i cia A Nam, hoi huéng dan
Trwong: “Canh chua c4 la gi? Giong vGi mén ca dva chua sao?”

“Khéng giong dau.” — Huéng dan Truong rat hai long la Thanh Van
khong bi A Nam lam cho chay mat — “Chi Thanh, dén Quy Chau nhat dinh
phai an canh chua ca do!”

“Nau thé nao?”

“Canh chua ca quan trong la & nwdc canh, ban dau nwéc canh chua
duwgce nau tir hém sau khi da chung cat ra ruwgu, sau do thi doi thanh nuwéc
com lén men, con c6 rat nhiéu cach khac nita, déu la cach ché bién riéng
biét cua moi nha.”

Thanh Van néi: “Em hiéu biét nhiéu qua vay?”
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“Pay la dac san cua vung Quy Chau chiing em nén nhat dinh phai hiéu

~ »

r6.” — Huéng dan Truong vira noi vira thoang liéc A Nam mot céi —
“Khong biét gi ca thi sao lam hwéng dan vién dugc a!”

A Nam van dang cui dau budc di.

“Chi Thanh, canh chua nh¢ vi sinh vat 1én men, quan thé vi sinh vat
nay rat tot cho da day cda con nguoi.”

“Té6t, tot, tot.” — Thanh Van cam giac néu c6 khong dong y thi cé thé
hwéng dan Trwong sé noi ca dém mat — “Vay an moén nay, em dé cit quan
nao di.”

Huéng dan Trwong dwa Thanh Van va A Nam dén mot quan an, phuc
vu trong quan déu mac trang phuc dan toc Miéu, cam thye don dén.

“Hai nguoi chon di.” — Thanh Van ding 1én, noi — “Toi di ra ngoai
mot chat.”

“Chi Thanh?”
“Khong co viéc gi dau, chi sé nhanh chong trd lai thoi.”

Thanh Van ra ctta, men theo con dwong di vé phia trwdc, dén mot can
tiém nho. Trwdc cira can tiém c6 mot ta kiéng, bén trong trung bay du loai
thuéc 14. Thanh Van nhin médt lwot, khéng c6 loai minh muén. Ong cht hoi
c6: “Mua thuoc 14 a?”

Thanh Van ngang dau: “Cé thuoéc Marlboro loai bao giay khong?”
Ong chu l4c dau.
“Esse thi sao?”

Van lac dau.
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Thanh Van lién ti€p dén hai ba tiém cling khong c6 loai thudc co hit.

Luc trd lai tiém thi mén an da dugc bung 1én, hai nguwoi cting khong
phat hién ra Thanh Van da tré vé. A Nam dang nhin n6i canh chua ca véi
anh mat biét néi — “T6i muén an com!”.

Huwéng dan Truwong dang nhin A Nam cham chd, cling v6i anh mat
biét néi — “Khong dugc ctr dong!”

A Nam doi tw thé ng6i, hwéng dan Trwong 1ap tic 1én tiéng: “Cha chi
Thanh vé r6i an.”

A Nam dang dinh noi gi do, vira ngang dau l1én da thdy Thanh Van di
dén. Huwdng dan Truwong quay dau nhin theo anh mat ctia anh.

“Chi Thanh!”

Thanh Van cwoi cwdi ngoi xuéng canh hwéng dan Truong: “Sao con
chua an, khong phai cho chi dau!”

Co liéc nhin A Nam: “Do6i bung khong?”

A Nam cam lay d6i diia, Thanh Van néi: “An com di.”

Canh chua ca do doé, trong canh c6 khong it rau céi, cach an c6é phan
giong vaGi 1au. Con vé mui vi thi ndi sao day... B6i v6i Thanh Van la hoi la
miéng, nhung cu thé 1a la thé nao thi khong noéi ré6 dugce. N6 khac v6i mon
dwa chua Péng Bac, ciling khong giong vdi mon ca dwa chua cia T

Xuyeén. Vi chua cua canh chua ca nang hon, nhvng mui vi ddc biét, an them
vai miéng lai c6 thé thuéng thitc ra duwge huong vi thom ngon.

A Nam va hwéng dan Truong an rat hang say, Thanh Van khong doéi
lam, an dugc vai miéng thi bé diia xuéng. Bén canh con c6 vai ban dang an,
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Thanh Van nhin mot hoi lai néi véi huwéng dan Trwong: “An xong em vé
khach san nghi ngoi trude di.”

Huwéng dan Trwong noéi: “Da, hom nay ciling tré qua roi, vay sang mai
ching ta may gio tap hop a?”

Thanh Van néi: “Dén liac dé chi sé goi cho em.”

An uéng xong, huéng dan Trwong ct doi tinh tién, Thanh Van cuoi
noéi: “Luu Kiét da néi v6i em thé nao? Co6 phai anh ta n6i sé thanh toan bita
nay hay khong?”

Huwéng dan Trwong vira an com xong mat bi hoi néng hun dé, c6 ta
cwdi v6i Thanh Van mot cai r6i no6i: “Khong phai dau chi Thanh, hdm nay
la ngay dau tién chiing ta di v&i nhau, bita nay la em mai, coi nhuw quen biét
thém mot nguwoi ban.”

Thanh Van khé cuoi: “Puoc.”

Lic huéng dan Trwong ndéi cau nay, Thanh Van khé liéc nhin A Nam.
Anh chang dang mang vé “t6i da an no”, nghe hai c6 néi chuyén véi nhau
cling khong bay to gi.

Cting khong trach dugc, anh ta lam cong viéc gi cling la tam thoi ca,
Thanh Van tham nghi.

Ra khoi tiém an, Thanh Van néi mu6n di tdn bo mot minh, hwéng dan
Truong tw vé khach san tredc. A Nam cling di vé. Thanh Van goi anh.

A Nam quay dau lai. Anh da di dugc mot doan, ditng & choé cao nhin
Thanh Van dang ngita dau nhin anh. Trong man dém, khong thay ro nét
mat Thanh Van nhung van c6 thé nhin ra dugc lan da trang nén va 1ong
may den nhanh.
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“Anh doi mot chat, giip toi tim do6.”

Thanh Van di dén bén canh anh, A Nam hoi c6: “Tim céi gi, cé can
dung xe khong?”

“Khong dung xe thi khong thé tim gitp t6i a?” — Thanh Van nhudng
may — “Lai muén an khéng com cta t6i ha?”

A Nam hit sdu vao mot hoi, ciing khong giai thich rét cudoc cé phai
anh da an khong hay khong.

“Tim cai gi?”

“Tim tiém ban thuoc 1a cho t6i.”

“O day chd nao cfing ban thudc 14 ma.”

“T6i xem may tiém ro6i, khong cé loai thudc t6i hit.”

“C0 hut loai nao?”

Hai ngudi cau c6 cau khong di trén con dwong lat da. Budi toi trén nui
rét mwét, Thanh Van cho tay vao trong tdi 4o nhin bg d6 biéu dién A Nam
dang mac, c6 néi: “Anh c6 lanh khong? Co can thay quan ao trwéc khong?”

A Nam noi: “Co.”

A Nam dan Thanh Van dén trung tam biéu dién khi ndy, hién tai bén
trong da khong con ai. A Nam vao ti* ctta sau, di thang dén phia sau san
khau, 1dy mdt tii mau den trong dong do, 1ay chiéc do jacket ra.

Ban dém ban Miéu trong mua € khach v6 cung yén tinh. Thanh Van
ngang dau nhin sao trén trdi, tuy khong nhiéu lam nhung déu rat sang. Co
thé ra vai hoi, khong nhin lan swong trang, trong long lai cam thay rat sang
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khodi. N6i chung ciing khong thé so véi cai lanh trang x6a & phuwong Bac
duoc.

CoO quay dau lai, lic nay anh chang bén canh da khong cii dau budc di
nita, anh dang nhin xung quanh, tim tiém ban thudc 14 giip Thanh Van.
Anh madc chiéc 4o jacket, nhwng bén dudi van la quan biéu dién, trong hoi
dd do vwong wong.

Luc di dén dau duong bong mot con gié lanh thoi thang dén. Thanh
Van kéo kin do khoéac, vira liéc mat ding luc thdy dugc A Nam ciing dang
tranh con gio.

Hai nguoi doi mat véi nhau, déu nhin thay téc cia doi phwong bi gié
thdi bay 1én. Mai téc den khong thdy ro trong dém t6i. Cho gié thoi xong,
A Nam quay dau di tiép tuc tim tiém ban thudc 14.

“A Nam.”

A Nam thoang dirng buéc, nhin vé phia Thanh Van. Thanh Van chi
chi phia bén canh: “Ngo6i chut khong?”

A Nam nhin theo ngoén tay co6, & cudi phd nui c6 mot can tiém nho,
ngoai ctta khong c6 den, chi dgng mot tam bang. Dwédi anh trang cé thé 1o
mo nhin thay bon chit viét trén dé — Quan ruegu Miéu Gia.

Anh van nhin cham cham noi d6, Thanh Van néi: “Khong hut thuoc la
cling khong udng regu ha?”

A Nam va Thanh Van bon mat nhin nhau, c6 than nhién néi: “Anh c6
phai la dan 6ng khéng day?”

A Nam quay dau di roi quay tré lai.

“C6 mdi ha?”
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Thanh Van nhoén khde mai di vao quan rugu.
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Quan rugu nay khac vdi quan bar, c6 phan giong may quan rugu trong
phim truyén hinh c6 trang. N6 khong 16n, chi c6 hai mwoi may mét vuong,
c6 diéu ké kha cao, cd quan déu nong mui ruegu. Trong quan khong sang
lam, chi c6 mot bong den nho treo trén gia go, cong suat cling khong cao,
vO cung ma toi.

San nha va ngoai duwong giong nhau, déu 16t da xanh. Trén bang ghé
dai dat day binh rwgu 16n mau den sam, trén d6 dan gidy viét tay tén tirng
loai rwgu khac nhau:regu hoa qué, regu nép, rgu mo, ... kiéu dang phong
phu, trén hii regu déu cé d6 mdé nap, rat tién cho viéc rét rwgu.

Thanh Van nhin qua nhin lai, g6 1én hi rugu, néi vong vao bén trong:
“Co ai khong?”

Chi choét 1at sau, trong nha c6 tiéng dong, mot ngwdi phu nit hoi béo di
ra. Chi ta mac bo do ngu that day, tinh than hang hai.

Thanh Van cwoi no6i: “Déng cira roi a?”

“Van chuva.” — Dwong nhu chi cha quan khong ngd gio nay van cé
khach, hoi kinh ngac — “Hai nguwdi muon mua rugu a?”

Thanh Van héi: “Ubng & day dugc khong?”

“D1i nhién dwoc roi.”
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Thanh Van nhin quanh mot vong, néi: “Nhung & day khong c6 cho
ngoi.”

Ba cha lap titc 1ay hai chiéc ghé nho tir trong goc twong, dat ¢ clra, cdi
mé néi: “Co thé ngobi r6i.”

Thanh Van cwoi khanh khach: “Rwgu chi ban thé nao?”
“C6 muon mua bao nhiéu?”
“Moi thit mot chit duge khong?”

“Pugc chit.” — Ba chti mang dén mét ly nhya st dung mot lan — “Mot
ly bay dong, cé diéu néu c6 uong nhiéu loai thi rat dé say.”

“Khong sao dau.” — Thanh Van nhan lay ly, néi — “Vay di, moi ly t6i
uoéng mot loai rwgu, ldc ching t6i uéng xong thi chi dén tinh tién.”

Chi cha la mot ngwoi dé chiu, ciing khong so do céi gi: “Pugc, hai
nguoi uong di, dén ldc uéng xong goi téi la dugc.”

Sau khi chi chu tré vao trong, quan regu chi con lai Thanh Van va A
Nam. A Nam nhin ly nhya trong tay co, néi: “Rwgu nay ngam rat cham.”

Thanh Van cam ly di dén day hii rwgu: “Thich loai nao?”
“...” — A Nam nhin béng lung c6 n6i — “Rugu nép.”
Thanh Van cam hai ly, rét day ruegu nép réi dwa A Nam mot ly.

A Nam nhin ly rwgu trong tay: “Toi n6i that ddy, regu nay ngdm cham

b4 »

lam.

Khi anh ngang dau lén lan nita, Thanh Van da uéng hét ly rugu.
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Bé&i vi dot nhién néng lanh dan xen, Thanh Van nham chat mat, hit
vao mot hoi that sau. Hai tay ¢6 cam ly nhya, vi tang ngudi gay nén ngon
tay cida Thanh Van tréng rat thon, dau moéng diia nhon, gon gang lai sac
bén. Khong biét c6 phai do dnh hwéng ctia regu hay khéng, khi c6 mé mat
ra, d6i mat nhw giang mot 16p swong mong.

Thanh Van nhanh chéng héa giai do rwou, lac lw chiéc ly v6i A Nam:
“Ubng di.”

A Nam ngo ngac nhin cd, dén tan khi c6 néi udong di anh méi cii dau
nang tay lén uéng mot hoi can sach. Dong rwgu néng khién anh ciing nhiu
may, thw gidn trong choc 14t mdéi khoi phuc lai nguyén trang.

Liéc nhin qua, Thanh Van dang lang lang nhin anh, 4anh mat mang
theo mot chiit lwoi nhac va hoi hoi lanh nhat.

“Co6 mudn ném thwr loai khac khong?” — Thanh Van quay dau, 1ay hai
ly regu da can cta hai nguwdi doi hai ly méi, lai cii dau xem nhan trén vai
rugu — “Anh da tirng uong loai nao nira?”

“Ttng udng hét ca r6i.”

Thanh Van quay dau: “Ting uong hét ca a?”
«(7.»

“Vay ngoai trtr regu nép thi con thich loai gi?”

A Nam suy tw mot hoi, cudi cung cho ra két luan, anh néi: “That ra thi
loai nao ciing giong nhau.”

Thanh Van cudi quay dau di, rét hai ly riugu hoa qué ké bén. Liuc hai
nguwoi cam rwgu trong tay cling khong uéng mét hoi can sach nita. Co cam
ly reegu ngoi trén chiéc ghé dau, chi chi mét chiéc ghé khac bén canh.
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“Anh cling ngoi di.”

Trong tiém that sy qua am u, Thanh Van doi ghé ra gan cira, bén ngoai
la anh trang dang chiéu sang. Mot tay c6 cam ly rwgu, 16 dau ra ngoai.

Con duwong lat da yén tinh, am wét, mong lung duwdi anh trang chiéu
roi giong nhw bai cat bac. Noi xa chang chit nha lau nam réi rac khap swon
nui, nha nha déu sang den, soi roi véi anh sao trén bau troi.

Thanh Van quay dau lai, n6i véi A Nam: “Anh xem cé phdi canh nay
rat thich hop dé uéng ruwgu khéng?”

A Nam ng6i bén canh c6, ba vai twta vao canh ctta. Anh tay chan dai
dang ngbi bo goi, nghe thay 10i néi cia Thanh Van nhw khéng hiéu lam,
anh hoi: “Badi vi lanh a?”

Lanh u?
Thanh Van cwoi ngoi rut lai.
“Pung vay, boi vi lanh.”

A Nam hiém khi dong y véi y kién cia Thanh Van: “Uéng ruwgu lam
am nguoi.”

“Pung, dung.” — Thanh Van nang ly — “Nao, can ly nhé!”

Lic nay A Nam thé hién ra mot chit ban linh dan 6ng, thoai mai nang
ly theo Thanh Van: “Dugc.”

Lai uéng mot ly vao bung, cad ngwsi Thanh Van khoan khodi, twa dau
ngang cao lén, dudi ngudi ra nhw quay mot vong, cudi cung nghiéng qua
bén phdi, &anh mat nhin vao ngudi A Nam.

A Nam néi: “Co uong it théi.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Thanh Van im ldang.
A Nam lai n6i: “Néu khong thi uéng cham mot chut.”

Thanh Van cuoi v6i anh. A Nam khé thé dai kho ma nghe thdy, Thanh
Van hoi: “Lai tho dai cai gi?”

A Nam ty minh ding day, doi ly, lai r6t mét ly ruegu nép, con chua
quay ngudi lai thi mot canh tay da dwa dén bén canh anh: “Rét cho t6i mot
ly ludn.”

A Nam ciing r6t mot ly cho Thanh Van. Lan nay anh khong ngo6i
xuong, ma dung chan gat chiéc ghé qua mét bén, ty minh ditng dwa vao
cla.

Peén trong nha mao t6i, hon nita dwong nét khuén mat A Nam sau hon
nguwdoi binh thwong rat nhiéu, cho nén thoat nhin cad khuoén mat déu téi den
khong ro, hon nita ngwoi ciing chim trong bong dem.

Thanh Van ngtra dau nhin anh: “Sao khéng ngoi xuong?”
A Nam khoéng tra 10i,uéng ly rugu trong tay.

Thanh Van nhin thay cling bat dau hao hitng, nhoén moi gio tay l1én.
Nhung bén nay A Nam da udng xong, chuyén dau tién la néi véi Thanh
Van dang dinh nang ly 1én uong: “Co uong cham thoi, dirng theo t6i.”

Thanh Van dung tay, hoi nhwéng may, ho hitng hoi: “Tai sao?”

A Nam cui dau nhin chiéc ly da can. Chiéc ly nhya trong vo ctung yéu
dt trong ban tay to cta anh, chi can khé dong thi sé vang lén tiéng gion gia.

“T6i udng la vi t6i hoi lanh, c6 khong can thiét phai uong nhanh nhw

2»

vay.
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A Nam vira n6i vira nguwdéc mat Ién, dang tiéc trong nha qua toi, Thanh
Van chi thdy dugc dong tac anh ngang dau, nhung khong thay ré dwoc anh
mat cta anh.

“T6i khong gat c6 dau.” — Anh lai néi — “Ruwgu nay ngadm rat cham, c6
can than lat ntra lai buén nén.”

Cach Thanh Van dép lai anh la nang ly uéng hét phan nva. Sau khi
uong xong c6 ung dung nhin anh nhe nhang néi: “T6i cling lanh vay.”

Yeén lang rat lau. Hién tai gio nay da tré, thém phan quan rwgu nay &
cudi pho, bén ngoai ngoai trir cita tiém da dong thi chi con lai la den 16ng
mo mo, ngay ca ngwoi di duong cling chang c6 mot mong, moi vat déu cuc
ky yén tinh.

Ba ly rugu, tinh ra moi nguwoi da uoéng gan nira can. Ciling khong biét
la yén tinh nhw thé bao lau, A Nam bong n6i mot cau:

“Co that sy chang giong phu nir gi ca!”

Co 1€ 1a do tac dung cua regu, Thanh Van phan ¢ng hoi cham chap.
Ban dau la tiéng cudi vang 1én tir c6 hong, tit cidi nho thanh cét tiéng cwoi
to, r6i dén mitc khong kiém nén dwgc. CO vira cwoi vira tha long ngoi dya
ra sau.

“A... vay sao?” — Co6 than nhién néi — “Anh thdy t6i khong giéng phu
nit a?”

CO vira néi vira nhw muon cho anh thay that rd, co than nhién giang
tay ra, gac lén ké rugu phia sau. Ké ruwgu rat chac chan, trong lwgng Thanh
Van lai nhe, twa vao d6 giong nhw chang hé c6 sitc nang.

B&i vi hai canh tay giang ra, ao khoac c6 md rong noi nguc, hai vat ao
roi xuéng dat. Chat liéu do khoac hoi ciing, xép ly c6 géc cé canh, bén
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trong la mot 4o len mau xam tro thap c6, hoa van trong rat tinh té dwdi anh
den leo lét.

Dang nguoi co rat dep, nhat la dwdi anh trang. Vong eo bang phang
thon tha, b6 nguwc day dan, doi chan thon dai. Thanh Van hoi ngtta nguai,
chan hoan toan duoi thang, gét giay nho nhan dap trén khung cira, da giay
mau den bao 1ay bap chan tao thanh mét dwong cong quyén rii.

Toc co roi ra sang hai bén, che di hon phan ntta khuén mat, 10 ra lan
da trang nhv anh trang. C6 nhin anh trong can phong am u, nhin thang vao
anh mat dang dirng ngugc sang kia.

Bd&i vi uéng ruegu nén doi moi Thanh Van w6t at hon trede dé6 mot
chiit, n6 nhoén 1én mang theo nét cudi nhe. Anh mét cia c6 ciing vay, né
chita mot phan y cudi, hai phan khiéu khich, con c6 bady phan mo mang.

Nhung Chu Pong Nam biét, c6 khong say. Lam sao cd cé thé say
duoc.

Vay do la gi? La anh hwdng ctia dém t6i va rwgu hay la ban than co
gai nay mang theo mot nét ma mi.

A Nam twa vao canh ctra, than thé cao 16n che di nhitng duwong soc
trén van cita, chi con lai khung ctra day bui bam. Khong biét cé phdi la do
giac hay khong, duong nhu anh da chim vao trong bong téi hon ca khi nay.

Thanh Véan van mdc cho anh nhin. Mgt lat sau, A Nam ctr dong, ao
jacket da citng co vao ctra vang lén thanh tiéng.

Anh mét Thanh Van di theo anh dén bén canh vo rwou, A Nam bo ly
lai trén do, kéu vdi vao trong nha: “Ba chu...”

Chi cha hoi béo vira cat tiéng oi gi vira chay ra ngoai.
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“Sao ha, uéng xong ro6i a?”
A Nam chi chi ly trén ban: “Bao nhiéu tién?”
Chi cha ctii dau nhin, kinh ngac néi: “Udng hét nhiéu day a?”

A Nam lai nghiéng dau, rit ly rewgu trong tay Thanh Van dang ngoi
trén ghé ra. Thanh Van kéu lén mot tiéng: “Con mot nira do!”

A Nam khong néi nhiéu, ngtra dau udéng mot hoi hét sach ntra ly rugu,
sau d6 dan ly xuéng ban.

“Con ly nay nira.”
Chiéc ly bang nhya bi anh dat xuéng nhw vay suyt nita da bep dum.
“Sau ly, bon muoi hai dong.”

Thanh Van rat chan lai, dinh ding lén tra tién nhung A Nam da cat
10i: “B6n muoi nhé.”

Ba cha dong y luon: “Pugc, bon muoi dong.”
Pén khi Thanh Van ditng 1én, A Nam da tra tién xong roi di ra ngoai.
‘(Néy!,J

Thanh Van di phia sau A Nam. Tt lic ra khoi quan buéc chan A Nam
da khong ngirng nghi, cho du Thanh Van cé goi thé nao anh ciing khong
quay dau lai.

Sau khi Thanh Van kéu vai tiéng thdy anh khong phan tng cling
khong thém kéu nita. A Nam di rat nhanh, c6 cling khong di theo, thd cham
buwdc chan nhin nguwdi cii dau tredc mat tir tr bién mat trong tam mat.
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DPi dén giao 10 da hoan toan khong thdy nguwdi dau nita. Thanh Van
dirng budc, cwdi mang mot tiéng: “Me no! ...”

CoO nhin hai bén dwong, them thudc 1a.

Hién tai c6 muon hit thudc hon bat ci ldc nao.
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A Nam néi khong sai, rigu nay do ngdm rat cham. Tuy khong dén noi
say bat tinh nhan sy nhung van dw sitc khién ban chénh choang.

Thanh Van lao dao di vé phia khach san, dwong nti nhé hep khién co6
suyt bwdc hut chan. Co6 gitt vitng nguwoi lai, khom lwng nwong theo bong toi
nheo mat nhin xuéng phia duéi.

Noi co vira budc hut chan la mot vieon rau xanh, xung quanh c6 hang
rao, ting thanh tirng thanh vira nhon vtra khit. Thanh Van rut c6 lai cwoi
hai tiéng khuc khich.

Tré vé phong ¢6 lwdi riva mat, nam vat xuéng giwong lién nga mat.

Mot dém ngon gidc, sang hém sau Thanh Van da ngu lay lai sttc. Hién
tai xem nhw ¢6 da cAm nhan dwoc sau sac cai goi la nghi phép, do6 la hoan
toan chang cé gio gidc gi. Luc tdm gio Thanh Van m& mat ra, nhin thoang
qua dién thoai di dong sau do6 lai vui dau ngu tiép. Panh mot gidc dén tan
muoi mot gio rudi.

Hoi nhém day, Thanh Van nhin thay khéi bép lwgn 10 ngoai ctra s6. D1
nhién day nhat dinh khong phai la bita diém tam gi ca. Co 1é la trong ban

nguoi ta da bat dau nadu com trua roi.

Thitc day Thanh Van hen gid v6i hwéng dan Truong trede, sau dé tam
rira sach sé. L.uc muwoi hai gio co mai ngap dai ra khoi phong.
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Huwéng dan Truong van cho & dai sanh khach san, nhin thdy Thanh
Van lién kéu 1én: “Chi Thanh.” — C6 ta nhanh nhen chay dén — “Ngu c6
ngon khong?”

Thanh Van gat dau: “Rat ngon.”

“Vay chung ta di xuéng duwéi nhé. Chi mudn an trwedc hay la di dao
truec?”

“Em dd6i khong?”
Huéng dan Truwong a mot tiéng réi noi: “Em tam dugc.”

Thanh Van vura di ra ngoai virta cuoi noi: “Cai gi ma tam dugc, ra
ngoai chi cé hai ching ta em khong can néi nhitng 10i khach sdo nhw vay,
déi bung thi c¥ n6i cho chi biét.”

Du sao hwéng dan Trwong con nhoé tudi bi Thanh Van néi nhw vay mat
hoi ttng do, khé ndi: “Da hai doi... Sang nay van chwa an gi.”

“Vay di thoi, an sang trudc da.”

“Pugc, duge, duge a.” — Hedng dan Truong birng birng hang hai dan
Thanh Van di xuéng suwon doc, tim mot quan an nhé.

Tuy da mwoi hai gig, cé diéu bai vi dang mua € khach du lich nén thoi
gian lam viéc va nghi ngoi cia quan xa déu lui lai vai gio. Hién tai van con
ban thic an sang.

Huéng dan Truwong hoi Thanh Van an gi, c6 dap gi ciing dwgc. Huéng
dan Truong vao tiém goi: “Ong chd, hai bat mi thit bo.”

Vao gitta trwva, anh nang da xua di phan nao khéng khi lanh 18o, Thanh
Van mac bd do nay cling khong cam thay lanh lam. Lic dgi mi bung 1én co
nhin ra ngoai tiém.
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Trén con dwong nho chi da cho mot chiéc xe chay qua, cha cua hai
chiéc xe ché hang dang tranh cdi xem ai di trudc. Bén canh la hai cu gia
nguwoi Miéu dang ngoi trén bac thém xem nao nhiét. Bén canh nita la mot
con heo moi khong bi cot lai, nhung dwong nhw n6 cling chang muén di
dau ca c* nam won nham mat & goc twong, néu khong cé hoi thé 1én xudéng
thi giong nhw da chét roi vay.

Can tiém nay khong 16n, trén thuc té trong ban khéng cé tiém nao 16n
ca. Trong tiém bay hai chiéc ban dai, Thanh Van va huéng dan Truwong
ngoi chung véi nhau.

Mi nhanh chéng dwoc bung 1én, hwéng dan Trwong lay hop dwa mudi
gan d6 dén muc mot thia, roi lai mé hop do chua dat trwdc mat gap vai
miéng.

“Chi Thanh, chi cling an di.”

“BU’Q’C.”

Sau khi say rugu that ra Thanh Van chang hé déi bung chit nao, hién
tai trai lai c6 rat muén hat thudc, dang ti€c khong co, chi c6 thé tim deé tai
dé giét thoi gian.

“Em thwong xuyén dan doan dén day a?”

Huéng dan Trwong néi: “Dung a, day la mot thang canh noi tiéng &
Quy Chau, vao mua du lich rat déng khach.”

Thanh Van nhan xét: “Pung la noi nghi duwéng tot.”
“Pung roi chi Thanh, hdm qua chi xem biéu dién thdy thé nao?”

“Ciing khong t6.”
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N6i dén budi biéu dién nay, Thanh Van lap titc nhé dén mot ngudi.
Ma nhé dén ngudi nay thi co lai khéng nhin dwgc vui han 1én.

“Tiéu Trwong.”
‘(Da?)’
Thanh Van quay dau: “Chi ké cho em nghe mét chuyén ly thi nhé.”

Huwéng dan Trwong nhin c6 theo phan xa, vé mat to mo. Thanh Van
mang theo y cwdi nhé lai canh twgng t6i hém qua: “Chi gap dwoc ngudi
quen @ trong san biéu dién.”

Hinh nhv khong dung...

“That ra thi ciing khong tinh la nguwoi quen, nhung ma...”
“Chu bong Nam a?”

“?” — Thanh Van hoi kinh ngac — “Em cling biét ha?”

“Biét chit.” — Huéng dan Truong khé khan lam méi co6 thé khoi dugc
chuyén ma Thanh Van hiéu ky, chang quan tam dén chuyén an mi nita —
“Anh ta thwong xuyén lam viéc cho cong ty du lich bon em. Chiing em déu
biét nhau ma, tai xé céng ty em kha than véi anh ta d6.”

“Anh ta luon biéu dién & cho nay a?”

“Ciling khong phai.” — Hwdng dan Truwong ngam nghi néi — “Con tuy
vao thoi gian anh ta sap xép nita, c6 khi anh ta lam viéc nay, c6 khi thi lam
viéc kia. Oi ma 1am viéc gi ciing khong 1au dai.”

“Lam cho cong ty em cling khong lau dai a?”
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“Khong a, thang trudc anh ta mdi dén, trudc dé déu lam & noi khac.
Nhung bay gio da gay ra chuyén nhuv vay, trd vé cling di'ng mong lam

»

ntra...

Huéng dan Trwong bong im bat, nhin vé phia Thanh Van, c6 ta cam
giac nhu minh da noéi sai gi d6. Nhung Thanh Van chang hé té vé gi, van
than nhién:

“Bdi vi anh ta gianh moi vdi cong ty du lich a? Qua that hoi ky.”

Huéng dan Truwong thdy Thanh Van khong titc gian mdi néi: “Con
nguoi cua anh ta... Oi, em khong néi dvgc.”

Co ta giong nhu dang nh¢d lai Chu BPong Nam, guwong mdt ciing khong
nhin dwgc nhan lai: “Chi Thanh, em khong phai la néi xau sau lung nguoi
ta dau nhé.”

Thanh Van nhin huéng dan Trwong ra vé muon ndi lai thoi, bén khich
1é c6 ta: “Khong viéc gi, ching ta tan gau th6i ma.”

Hudéng dan Truong ké sat vao Thanh Van, vé mat nghiém tic duva tay
1én chi chi vao dau minh, nhé giong néi: “Chi khong cdm thiy noi nay cua
anh ta c6 chat van dé a...?”

Thanh Van cudi khanh khach, miy nguwdi dan 6ng ngéi gan do rot
cudc da co ly do quang minh chinh dai nhin sang.
Huéng dan Truwong thay c6 cwdi nhw vay lai voi néi: “Em khong noi

bay dau, chi xem anh ta chwa bao gio cwdi cd, trong mat ciing xoay chuyén
cham hon nguwoi khac nita.”

“Pbung.” — Thanh Van gat dau lién tuc, lai nghi dén gi d6 bén héi
hwéng dan Trwong — “Nha anh ta & day a?”
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“Nha ha? Di nhién khong phai r6i.” — Huwéng dan Truong nhin c6 hoi
nghi ngo — “Tai sao chi hoi vay?”

Thanh Van néi: “Khong c6 gi, tai chi thay anh ta biéu dién ¢ day thoi.
L& nao khong phai doan biéu dién kia chon ngwoi trong ban Miéu a?”

Hudéng dan Truong gat dau: “Pung vay.”

“Vay lam sao...”

“Nhung anh ta khong phai nguoi dan toc Miéu a.”

“...” — Thanh Van khyng lai — “Gi ha?”

“Anh ta khong phai nguwoi dan toc Miéu dau.” — Hwéng dan Truong
nhin Thanh Van, mat trgn to — “Anh ta n6i anh ta la nguwdi dan toc Miéu
a?”

Ngugc lai anh ta khong hé noéi vay.

“Anh ta néi minh la nguwdi dan toc thiéu s6.”

“A, ding a, 1a ngudi dan toc thiéu s6.” — Huwdng dan Truong sang to,
noi véi Thanh Van — “Anh ta la ngwoi dan toc Pong.”

Bat mi tredc mat Thanh Van da né hét cé roi, co cling khong cé y dinh
dong diia.

“Dan toc Bong a?”

“Pung.” — Hudng dan Trwong nghi can than réi néi: “Hinh nhw em
nghe quan ly bon em nhac dén mot lan... Khong sai, anh ta la ngwoi dan
toc bong.”

“Vay sao anh ta lai biéu dién mia & ban Miéu?”
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“Chuyén nay.” — Huéng dan Trwong xua tay ra vé khong sao ca —
“Chuyén nay co gi dau, anh ta mua thi mua thoi, du sao chi la nguoi thay
thé tam thoi, chi la kiém tién chita chay théi ma.”

(13 »
see

Chu dé tiép theo khong ban dén Chu Péng Nam nita. An com xong,
hwéng dan Trwong dwa Thanh Van di dao trong ban. Hom nay la ngay troi
trong hiém c6, hwéng dan Truong da an no sitc khoe day du, vira di vira néi
sudt, nhin thiy cai gi cling gigi thiéu. Thinh thodng Thanh Van gép 10i vao,
nhung phan 16n thai gian 1a hwéng dan Treong ty doc thoai.

“O day c6 nhiéu tiém bac qua.” — Thanh Van nhin mot ddy “Tiém Bac
Miéu Vwong”, cat 10i.

“Pung vay, ngwoi dan toc Miéu rat thich vat dung bang bac.” — Huéng
dan Truong vira di vira néi — “D06 bac ctia dan toc Miéu chia lam hai loai la
vat dung va trang sttc. Hién tai vat dung kha it, phan 16n déu la trang stc
thoi. Trong lich st ngwdi Miéu c6 rat nhiéu than thoai vé vat dung bac, véi
lai cd doi nguwoi Miéu c6 rat nhiéu treong hgp can dung dén dé bac lam a.
Vi nhu luc nam ni¥ dinh wéc thi nam phai dwa cho nit mot moén trang strc la
chiéc vong tay bang bac. Liic sinh em bé thi nguwdi 16n phai tang cho dita bé
kia luc lac hodc la B6 Tat La Han lam bang bac. Ngoai ra Iic chic tho cho
nguoi gia hay dua tang cling phdi cé do bang bac.”

“Thich bac dén vay ha?”

“Piing vay a. O dan tdc Miéu, trong nha cat gitt do bac 1a twong trung
cho su phu quy do.”

Thanh Van gat gat dau, di vao mot tiém bac. Ngay ctta la mot con
phuong hoang bang bac khéong 16 dugc dat bén trong 16ng kiéng mang dén
hiéu qua tinh t€, trang ngan dwdi &nh mat troi.
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Huwéng dan Trwong thay c6 di vao tiém, cho rang c6 mudn mua do lwu
niém bang bac nén dinh dan c6 dén cho ban vong tay va khuyén tai. Nhung
dwong nhwe Thanh Van that s cdm thdy hing tha véi con phugng hoang to
16n kia. Co ditng truwdc con phuwgng hoang bac héi 1au, nhan vién ctra hang
di dén la mot c6 gai tré tudi, ndi chuyén mang theo chit giong dia phwong.

“C6 thich db trang tri sao? O chd chiing tdi c6 do trang tri nhé, rat tinh

2

Xao.

Thanh Van quay dau nhin c6 ta, chi chi vao con chim phugng hoang
kia: “Pay la d6 trang tri a?”

“Pung, nhung la do nghé nhan lam ra.”
Thanh Van nhw néi dua: “Vay dat n6 & day la dung dé tran tiém ha?”

Nhéan vién ctra hang bi c6 choc cwoi: “Toi cling khong biét 6ng chu dat
0 day lam gi nita.”

Thanh Van thang ngudi ddy, no6i: “Cai nay c6 ban khong?”

“Ha?” — Nhan vién ctta hang s¢ hai nhin c6 — “C6 mu6n mua céi
nay?”

Thanh Van noi: “Hoi thw di.”

“Chuyén nay...” — Nhan vién ctta hang hoi ap tng, mé tiém lau nhw
vay dvong nhuv chua co ai tng hoi qua vat nay c6 ban khong — “Toi cling
khong 1o lam, t6i phai hoi 6ng chti mdéi biét dugc.”

Thanh Van méc ra mot to danh thiép trong ti 4o, nhan vién ctta hang
nhan 1ay.

[Thanh Van — Téng giam doc cong ty dai ly bdo hiém Binh Thai Bac
Kinh]
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Nhan vién ctra hang cling khong biét day rot cudc la cong ty gi, nhung
thdy cong ty nay & Thu Do lai con 1a tong giam doc, trong nhay mat co ta
hoi cang thang.

Thanh Van néi véi co ta: “Co hoi cha cta co di, néu ban thi goi dién
cho t6i.”

“...Da.”

Thanh Van néi xong thi bo di, hwéng dan Trwong vui vé di theo phia
saul.

“Chi Thanh, chi thich mén do a?”

“Pung vay.”

“Vay mua roi lam sao mang di, n6 16n qua.”
Thanh Van cwoi cwoi: “Gui vé la duwogc roi.”

Hai nguwoi vira tro chuyén vira di dao. Ban Miéu néi trang ra ciling
khong c6 bao nhiéu cho, di vai gio da hét sach. Thanh Van va hwéng dan
Trwong di dén bang ghé bén bd song ngo6i nghi ngoi. Hwéng dan Truong
khong ho la huéng dan vién xuat sac ma Lwu Kiét da no6i, Thanh Van hoi
mét nhung co6 ta thi khong, ngay ca thd doc cling chang co.

Thanh Van nhin c6 ta chay t6i chay lui, mot lat thi mua nwéc mot lat
thi 14y gi d6, khong nhin dugc héi ¢o ta: “Em khong mét sao?”

“Khéng a.” — Hwéng dan Trwong noi — “Trudc kia em dan doan di
Hoang Qua Thy, mot ngay treo 1én tréo xudng khong biét bao nhiéu lan.”

Thanh Van gio tay lén, dwa ngon tay cai véi co ta: “Ni anh hung.”
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Hudéng dan Truong cuwdi hi hi: “Vay chi Thanh di dao xong & day thi
muo6n di dau nita?”

Thanh Van khong tra 10i ngay, tw t noi: “Chi phai suy nghi cai da.” —
Co6 ngang dau nhin hwéng dan Truwong — “Tim quan an t6i di, sau d6 em c6
thé tré vé nghi ngoi duogc roi.”

“Pugc.” — Hwéng dan Truong quay ngwoi dinh lién lac v6i quan an,
nhd ra gi do lai hoi Thanh Van — “Co kéu Chu Bong Nam khong a?”

Thanh Van dang quay dau nhin dong song nho yén tinh, bén bd song
c0 vai du khach dang chup anh, co lo dang tra 10i: “Keéu di.”

Huéng dan Truong goi mot cd dién thoai, doi rat lau mdéi ctip may.
“Khong ai nghe ca.”

“Vay thoi di, chung ta di an.”
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Tuy Thanh Van da di ca ngay nhung van khong thay doi, 6 hoi hudng
dan Trwong c6 mudn an gi khong, hudng dan Trwong khong cé yéu cau,
néi an gi cling dugc. Két qua la hai nguwoi lai dén tiém an budi trwa goi hai
bat mi thit bo nita.

Trong qua trinh chd d6 an, Thanh Van cdm thay hoi lanh. Bén ngoai
duong nhu gié kha 16n, co nhin ra ngoai tiém, theo thoi gian nay thi troi
phai van con sang méi dung.

Huéng dan Truong ngoi bén canh ndi: “Troi sap mua r6i.”

Gan nhu lic c6 ta vira néi thi Thanh Van da thdy dwgc mét nguoi an
mac nhu du khach che mot chiéc 6 di vao trong tiém. Lai la loai mwa phun
lat phat nay.

“Quy Chau hay d6 mua kiéu nay lam.” — Hwéng dan Trwong noi —
“That ra thi mwa nhu vay khong che 0 ctling khong sao.”

Huéng dan Trwong khong mudn dé Thanh Van cho 1au, nhanh chéng
an xong hai bat mi sgi: “Bi thoi chi Thanh.”

Ra ctra, huéng dan Trwong 1dy mot chiéc 6 trong tdi ra: “Em c6 mang
0, chi dung di.”

Thanh Van noi: “Vay em thi sao?”
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Huéng dan Trwong chi vé phia dugi: “Em vé nhanh lam, & ngay bén
duwgi ma.”

“Khong can, em dung di, mwa ciing khong 16n.” — Thanh Van xem
gi0, noi — “Sang mai chi day sé goi em, chiing ta quyét dinh xem ti€p theo
sé di dau nhé.”

“BU’Q’C.”

Hai ngudi chia tay & ctta quan, Thanh Van kéo kin 4o khoac di vé phia
khach san. Két qua ldc 1én dén gitta con doc thi troi da mwa to hon. Trén
dwong chang cé6 mot bong ngwdi, Thanh Van rdo buwdc nhanh hon tré vé
phong.

Vira m@ cira ra tay c6 da hoi lanh céng. Thanh Van chiu lanh rat kha,
so vOi nong thi co chiu lanh gidi hon. Nhung bay gio la thang muwoi hai,
nhiét do trung binh ¢ Khai Ly khoang sau bady do, von da chang am ap,
cong thém muwa gio thi do lanh chang thua gi phwong Bac.

Thanh Van an mac rét it, tré vé phong trwdc tién bat diéu hoa Ién cao
nhat, sau dé di tam nwdc néng.

CoO ¢ trong phong tam hoi lau, dén khi nwéc nong khién than thé hoan
toan am ap mdi lau khé nguwoi di ra ngoai.

Trén man hinh di dong hoan toan trong rong, chang hé cé nhac nhag
nao. Thanh Van tim dy béo thoi tiét dia phuwong, t6i nay Khai Ly c6 mua.
Co nam trén giwvong choi dién t& mot héi md&i ngdp mot cdi, lwdi biéng goi
mot cudc dién thoai.

bién thoai di dong vang lén nam sau tiéng mdi cé ngudi bat may. Pau
bén kia cé tiéng mua gid, va mdt giong noi tram thap.

“Alo?”
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Thanh Van néi: “Anh mat tich a?”
Duvong nhue A Nam dang & ngoai duwong, anh néi: “Khong co.”

“Budi toi Tiéu Truong goi dién thoai cho anh sao anh khong nghe
may?”

“Q, toi khong nghe thay.”
“Anh lai chay di lam them ha?”
“...” — A Nam im lang mot lat, khé noi — “Khong co.”

Thanh Van ngo6i day trén givong: “Khong c6 v? Ching td6i mudn 1én
lich cho ngay mai va moét, két qua hién tai khong tim thay anh.”

Thanh Van mu6n tim thudc 14 trong tii do khoac theo ban nang,
nhung ti do trong khong, c6 khong nhin dwgc nhiu may.

“Co phai anh cam thay lay dugc tién la xong roi khong? T6i thué xe
cta anh, vdy ma ngay hom sau chang thdy bong dang anh dau, goi dién
thoai cling khong nghe. Anh c6 y gi, cdm thay t6i tot tinh qua réi a?”

Thanh Van néi khong it, nhung that ra tiéng néi khong nhanh, ngit
diéu cling khong cao. C6 diéu la lanh, sy lanh lung coi thwong ty day long.

Bén kia dién thoai van khong tra 10i, chi c6 tiéng gié vun vit, con c6
tiéng xe c¢d nhanh chéng luwét qua.

Thanh Van cuoi lanh, ho hitng néi: “Chu Pong Nam, anh dung choc
gian t0i.”
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L& ra Thanh Van dinh néi la “Anh dirng c6 khong biét xau h6”, nhung
nghi lai cu6i cung van nhin xuong. Yén tinh hoi lau, trong dién thoai méi
truyén dén tiéng cia A Nam, chi mot cau ngan gon:

“Co cho chut, téi nhanh chong vé ngay.”

No6i xong anh ctp dién thoai. Thanh Van nghe tiéng bao ban trong
dién thoai di dong ca ntta phut. Sau do co vut dién thoai di dong lén
giwong, mang giay, xuong dat, day ctra ban cong ra.

Gié6 lanh trong thodng chdc tia vao. Lic nay mua da 16n hon khi nay,
hat mua roi 10p dop, ngoai trit tiéng mwa roi thi chang nghe thdy am thanh
gl bén ngoai ca. Nui rieng nhu bi phu l1én mot 16p sa mong mong lung.

Trwdc mat la mwa lanh gio rét, sau lwng la diéu hoa kho nong, gitra hai
bén bang hoéa nhung Thanh Van van cam thay dé chiu khac thwong. Lic c6
ditng trén ban cong hong gid, trong tam mat bong c6 mot thi gi d6 vit qua.

Thanh Van buédc lén trudce, lic sap ra khdi mai che mwa thi thay dwgc
con duong nui nhé hep bén swon ndi. Troi da toi den, bén kia swon nui
khong c6 dén duong, Thanh Van khong biét r6 cé phai do do gidc cia minh
hay khong.

CO giwvong mat nhin vé phia cu6i con dwong. Qua khic cua, ré vao
chinh 1a khach san c6 dang &, noi d6 c6 den duong. Néu nhw bong ngudi
kia la that thi anh sé nhanh chéng dén dé.

Thanh Van chd doi, hoi ding lui vé sau, hat nwdc trén canh tay ra.
Nudc chwa hat hét thi ngwdi do cling da dén. Anh nhanh chéng ra khoi
béng ring, ré qua khtic cua kia, gan nhw chi c6 mot gidy. Nhung Thanh
Van van thdy ro, ngwoi dé mac chiéc do khoac da cirng t6i mau.

Co tré vao phong, gan nhu cung lic dé ctra da bi gd vang ba tiéng, am
thanh khong nho, chac han la gé bang khép xwong. Thanh Van di dén ma
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clra ra.

Con gi6 lanh khi nay vira bi ngan lai ngoai ban cong gio day da thoi
vao ctra chinh. Hai tay A Nam b vao tui do, cad ngudi gan nhw wét dam.

Béi vi chay mot mach nén lic di dén ctta Thanh Van hoi thé anh da
tré nén don dap, ro rang dang thd hon hén. Mat anh dam nuwédc mua, dau téc
cling nam bep trén tran.

Anh nhin c6, Thanh Van danh gia so qua anh, sau do lién né ngudi.
“Vao di.”
A Nam khéng ctr dong, giong nhu dang suy nghi gi do.

Thanh Van mac mot bo do gitt am mau xam tro bé sat vao than thé,
chan mang dép khach san, dau téc con chwa kho han, x6a trén dau vai.

“T6i bao anh di vao.” — Thanh Van di vao phong, dgi mot hoi A Nam
van khong cé dong tinh, c6 quay dau lai néi vGi anh dang ditng & ctra —
“Sao ha? Sg toi trr tién lwong cia anh a?”

A Nam im lang lac dau, sau do6 tram giong néi: “Khong phai.”
Thanh Van nong nay: “Vay con khong vao di?”

ROt cudc A Nam cat budc vao phong. Anh trd tay dong civa lai, trong
phong roi vao bau khong khi im lang.

Bén ngoai mwa van roi 16p dop xudng dat, Thanh Van khoanh tay nhin
anh. A Nam khong nhin lai c6, ma la cdi dau nhin san nha. Mat 1at sau anh
lay thit gi d6 trong tui ra, dwa cho Thanh Van.

Thanh Van nhan lay...
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Mot chiéc hop trang mu6t, Marlboro loai bao giay.

Thanh Van thay bao thudc nay thi im lang, cam van hoi hat 1én cao.
“Anh di mua thuoc a?”

«(7.»

“DPi dau mua?”

“N6i thanh Khai Ly.”

“Anh tr¢ vé noi thanh Khai Ly ha?”

«(7.»

“Co6 thuan dwong lam thém céi gi khong?”

(13 »
see

A Nam khong tra 16i ngay ma la ngang dau 1én nhin Thanh Van. Anh
ngudc khudn mat do cia minh 1én, gio tay chi chi bao thuoc kia.

“Co hut thuoc truedce di.”
Thanh Van cau may.
A Nam lai n6i: “Co hut mot diéu trwde di, réi ching ta néi tiép.”

Qua that Thanh Van rat muon hit thuoc 14. C6 mé bao thudc ra, ma
nap lén, 1ay mot diéu ngdm vao miéng. Lic vira cam bat ltta cham thudc thi
thoang chéc hiéu dugc y cia A Nam. C6 1ap titc lay diéu thudc ra khoi
miéng, quay ngudi chi vao anh, khi thé hung ho.

“Chu Bong Nam, anh cho rang t6i khong dwoc hiat thudéc nén méi cau
kinh phai khong?”
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A Nam mim chat d6i moi, Thanh Van lai néi: “Anh cdm thay t6i 1én
con nghién thudc 14 nén méi c6 tinh gay sy véi anh ding khong?”

Anh khong trd 10i, anh mat Thanh Van ac liét giéng nhw chuan bi
mang cap dudi vay.

“T6i hoi anh c6 phai khong?”

A Nam cti thidp dau roi lai ngang 1én giong nhu dang sap xép cau tu.
Thanh Van biét anh n6i chuyén rat vat va nén cling khong thic ép anh, cho
anh day dua thoi gian suy tw. R6t cudc sau khi suy nghi hét nira phut, A
Nam cét 10i:

“Co hay c hut thudc di da.”
Thanh Van: “...”

Suy nghi cd ntta phit van la nhitng 10i nay. Thanh Van cam giac
khong phai minh da ddm vao bong ma la danh vao banh t6, khong chi co6
danh khong xong ma con dinh tay minh nhép nhua.

Trong nhdy mat c6 chang con sttc Iwc gi nita, ngoi trén giwong hut
thudc 1a. A Nam & bén canh kién nhan dgi c6 hat. Thanh Van hiat mot hoi
lai cdm thay khong ding lam. Tai sao sau khi hut thudc tam trang c6 that sy
chdng con cau kinh nita vay? Hién tai bdo c6 mang anh, c6 ciling lwdi mang
tiép. Mang mo gi chi, di ca ngay nao con sitc lyc nita.

Nhung nhuv vay khong phai da vira khéo ching thyc 161 A Nam noi
sao? CO bi 1én con nghién thudc 14 théi, dirng cé hé chit 1a bGi moc.

Khong dgi Thanh Van nghi k¥ thi diéu thudc da hit xong. Thanh Van
dui thudc, quay dau lai, dinh tim btra cai cé dé cho qua. Co chgt phat hién
diéu gi d6, khong nhin dugc néi: “Moi anh sao den vay ha?”
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A Nam map may moi, lac dau: “Khong sao.”

Thanh Van néi: “Trang doc a?”

119 »

Thanh Van nghiém ttc: “Lai day ngoi di, téi c6 diéu hoa.”

A Nam khong tir ch6i, ng6i xuong chiéc ghé salon doi dién giwong co.
Xem ra anh that sy da lanh céng r6i.

“Vira vé sao?”

‘(U’ »

“DPi Khai Ly ha?”

‘(U’ »

“Ngoai trir * ra anh c6 biét néi gi khac khéng?”
(19 »

“TOi tru tién anh nhé?”

R6t cudc A Nam ngang dau 1én, ding lic nhin vao d6i mat ctia Thanh
Van.

“Tal sa0?”

“Tai sao ha? T6i thué xe anh nhung khong thay béng dang anh dau,
anh con hoi toi tai sao a?”

A Nam néi: “T6éi hém qua khong phai c6 bao t6i tim thudc 14 cho co
sao? Trong ban khong c6 loai thudc c6 hut, t6i chi c6 thé di ra ngoai mua
thoi.”
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Thanh Van néi: “Tw day chay dén noi thanh Khai Ly nhiéu lam chi hai
tiéng la quay vé r6i, anh di ca ngay day.”

« »
“Anh con di dau nita?”

A Nam cui dau khong néi cau nao.
“N6i di, to6i khong triv tién anh nita.”
“... Tram xe lra.”

“DPi don khach a?”

«(y.»

“PDén may lan?”

“Ba lan.”

“Kiém dugc bao nhiéu?”

A Nam nhin vé phia Thanh Van, Thanh Van cwdi néi: “Sao day, bi
mat nghé nghiép a?”

A Nam lac dau: “Mot nguwdi ba muoi dong.”
“Nguoi khac cling dam ngoi xe anh ha?”
“T'6i muwon xe ban t6i.”

Thanh Van nghe 16i nay hoi bat man: “Anh cé thé muwgn xe ma con dé
t0i ngoi chiéc xe quai quy kia sao?”

A Nam nhin co: “Khong phai co khong sg sao?”
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Sau lwng anh la ban cong, bén ngoai la mwa ni ri ra. Tiéng noéi va vé
mat cia A Nam giong hét véi canh sac bén ngoai, ching that khé khang va
mo ao, thadm chi con hoi ngdc nghéch.

“Néu c0 so thi ngay mai t6i sé tim ban mwon xe.”

Thanh Van nghiéng dau, kh6e mat nhin bao thudc 14 vita méi mé ra
kia. Khong biét ¢6 nghi dén viéc gi, khé cudi nhao roi néi: “Am ngudi roi
thi nhanh vé ngu di!”

A Nam khong néi nhiéu lién ditng lén, lic di dén ctta phong Thanh
Van noi vadi theo: “Sang mai bay gio.”

A Nam mo ctra: “Puoc, di dau?”
“Ban dan toc Pong.”

A Nam bong quay dau lai. Thanh Van ngoi xép bang trén giwdng nhin
anh: “Khéng nghe r6 ha?” — Co noéi lai mot lan — “Di ban dan téc Bong.”

Mot hoi lau A Nam mdéi gat dau: “Pugc.”

https://thuviensach.vn



A NAM

Twentine

www.dtv-ebook.com
Chuong 12

“A, ding roi.”

Trude khi A Nam vwra dinh di, Thanh Van goi anh lai. A Nam quay
nguoi lai dgi co noi.

“Ngay mai mua cho t6i bo d6.”

A Nam nhin bo d6 Thanh Van dang mac theo phan xa.

Thanh Van néi: “bé 16t.”

A Nam khong nhin nita, wr that khé, sau do bo di.

Thanh Van nghe tiéng budc chan bén ngoai dan dan hoa lan vao tiéng
mua méi ti ti* nhoén cwdi. Co vira cwdi vira ddo mat mot vong, tir chiéc
ghé bén canh dén ghé salon, r6i dén tran nha, cudi cung la diéu hoa va ta
dau giwong.

CoO nghiéng ngwoi nga xudng giwvong. Pinh dau la bao thuoc kia.
Thanh Van lay dén lat di 1at lai trong ban tay thon dai ma nhin ngam.
Giong nhu lan dau tién c6 thay nhan hiéu thuéc nay vay.

Trén hop thudc 14 c6 mot nép nhan nho nhd. Thanh Van twéng twong
canh ban tay to 16n cam goi thu6c 14 nay va dang vé voi va tré vé cia A
Nam. Anh khong hut thu6c 14 nén ciing chang biét mitc do clrng mém cta
g6i thudc. Vi qua voi vang nén dé dé lai nép nhan.
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Tuy trén goéi thuéc nay cé nép nhan nhuwng khong cé nwdc, mot chit
am w6t cling khong cd, hoan toan kho réo.

Thanh Van nhin mét héi ben tré minh bé géi thudc 1én ti dau guong,
kéo chan 1én. Sau khi dap chan, tit ca tap niém déu bay bién, gan nhw hai
phtt sau Thanh Van da nga mat.

Hom 4y Thanh Van mo mét gidc mo. Pay la chuyén rat hiém co, béi
vi Thanh Van rat it khi nam mo.

C0 mo thdy minh di trén vung dat trong hoang vu, bén canh la mot
dwong ray that dai, xung quanh duong ray moc day cé dai. Co di rat 1au, rat
lau cling khong thdy béng ngwoi va nha ctta nao hét, giong nhu toan bo thé
gidi chi co duong ray kia.

CoO khong biét tai sao minh phdi di, nhung trong gidc mo nay buéc
chan c6 khong hé dirng lai. Du la khong c6 muc dich nhwng c6 van di mai.

Khong biét qua bao lau, co6 nghe thay tir xa truyén dén tiéng coi tau.
CO quay dau lai nhin, chang thay xe Itta dau hét.

Nhung am thanh kia cang lic cang ré rang, cudi cung Thanh Van
khong nhin dwgc 1am bam mot cau. C6 dang mo, khong thé n6i chuyén
duoc.

Ping lic Thanh Van bat thét thi cling mé mat ra. Khi ¢6 mé mat,
miéng cling hoi hé ra, nhung c6 da quén mat minh muon néi gi roi.

bién thoai & dau giwong van con dang rung lén ro ro. Thanh Van
cham chap cam dién thoai dén, mat van nang triu khong mé 1én noi.

“Ai?,’
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‘...” — Doi phuong hoan toan khéng ngd c6 sé nghe dién thoai vGi
giong diéu nhv vay, do dy mot chut mai noi — “To6i.”

No6i xong c6 1€ anh cdm thay tinh trang dau 6c ctia Thanh Van hién tai
c6 thé phan &ng kha cham, lai b6 sung thém: “Chu Bong Nam.”

Thanh Van 6m dau néi: “Lam gi?”

“Pa sdu gio b6n muoi roi.”

Thanh Van cham chap r mét tiéng.

“Pa néi bdy gio xuat phat.”

“Chung t6i da chuan bi xong, dang cho c6.”
Thanh Van hit sau mot hoi: «... U.”

Lién tuc & ba tiéng roi dat dién thoai xuéng, Thanh Van ngoi day vuot
madt minh lién tuc.

Lic ¢6 rita mat, mdc quan do, di ra ctra da ding bay gio sang. A Nam
va huéng dan Truong da xong, dang doi c6 trong khach san.

Huwéng dan Trwong van tan gau vGi nhan vién khach san nhw lan
trtdc. Chu Dong Nam ditng 1€ loi ¢ bén canh. Hwéng dan Trwong dang tro
chuyén thi nhan vién ra hiéu cho c6 ta, co ta quay dau lai nhin thdy Thanh
Van.

“Chi Thanh day r6i a, chi muén an gi khéng?”

“Khong can, chi khong doi, hai ngudi an chwa?” — Co nhin vé phia A
Nam.
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“Bon em da an roi.”
“Vay thi di thoi.”

Thanh toan tién phong xong, ba nguwdi cung nhau di ra ngoai. Vira
xuong swon nui da thay chiéc xe dém doi cia A Nam.

To6i hom qua bi mwa x6i mé6t tran, swon xe da sach sé hon mot chuit,
nhung chi€c xe nay néu sach nhu thé vay thi tha khong sach con hon. Swon
xe da troc nwdc son tirng mang trng mang, néu khong thi 1a dau vét bi va
quet, giong nhw mac bénh da liéu vay. N6 da chiu du swong gio, thuong
tich chong chat.

Thanh Van vira di vé phia xe vira nhin A Nam, c6 cdm than: “Truwdc
sau nhw mot.”

Mat A Nam nhin thdang vé phia truéc.

Huwéng dan Truwong di theo phia sau vGi vé mat “t6i khong mudn
ngoi”. Thanh Van nhin ra bén tréu gheo c6 ta: “Tiéu Truwong, em dirng khan
trrong, ci thé nghiém thir cai goi la hoan canh cang kh6 khan ching ta
cang phéi duong dau, vegt qua mudn nghin khén khé hiém nguy, cudi cung
la hi vong di.”

Hudéng dan Truwong bi choc cudi: “Ha ha, dwgc, ching ta vuegt qua
mu6n van khén khé hiém nguy.”

Thanh Van di dén, tv minh m@& ctta sau ra: “Nao, moi hwéng dan
Truong.”

Hudéng dan Trwong lién leo 1én xe. Thanh Van vira quay dau, A Nam
da ding sau lung 6, m@ cira cho ghé 1ai phu ra. A Nam nhin c6, t6 y bao
c6 ngoi vao.
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Thanh Van ngoi 1én xe, hwdng dan Trwong con dang & phia sau noi:
“Chi Thanh, néu chi ng6i khong thoai mai nhat dinh phéi néi véi em nhé.
Cong ty du lich ctia bon em & Quy Chau c6 rat nhiéu chi nhanh, rat dé dang
diéu xe.”

Thanh Van 6 mot tiéng: “Cong ty 16n nhi!”

Huéng dan Trwong cudi ngai ngung: “Chac chan khong thé nao so
sanh v&i chi Thanh dwgc roi.”

Thanh Van ng6i phia trwdc, quay dau néi véi hwéng dan Truong:
“Khong can doi xe, em ngoi mot chit sé biét xe ching ta cling cé wu diém.”

Huéng dan Truong hoi: “Uu diém gi a?”

Thanh Van gio tay len, ngon tay thon dai quay mot vong trong xe:
“Thong gi6 do. Thong thoang bon phia dong, tdy, nam, bac. Chuing ta di
choi mong mudn diéu gi, khong phdi 1a muon thong thuan sao?”

Huéng dan Trewong cwdi khiic khich. Thanh Van vira néi chuyén & bén
nay, A Nam vtra khoa ctra lai ¢ bén canh. Lic anh dang kh6a dugc mot nira
thi Thanh Van ké lai gan, nhu tréu choc anh: “Anh néi phai khong?”

A Nam khong tra 10i, cti dau chuan bi xich lai.

Khuya hom qua muwa da tanh, hom nay lai la ngay ruc rd, khong khi
trong lanh, trgi xanh tham. Thanh Van ciling khong quan tdm anh cé tra 10i
hay khong, tam trang khoan khoai viron vai mot cai.

Thoang chdc khi c6 dang van eo, m@i nghe thay bén canh cé mot tiéng
ndi that khé: “Phai gi chw....”

Thanh Van quay dau, A Nam da khoa ctra xong, di vong qua dau xe
bén kia. Co thay A Nam ngo6i vao vi tri tai x€ khéi dong xe vGi vé mat vo
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cam thi khong nhin duvgc bat cuoi.

Xe di trén dwong nui. Lac nay “wu diém cta xe” ma Thanh Van vira
néi da thé hién ra. Thanh Van gac ho tay 1én khung ctra s6 xe, nam dua vao
lung ghé, gi6 nii mat mé th6i vao mat co, co6 thodi mai hip mat lai. Mot
chut moi meét phai day vao luc sang tinh mo cling hoan toan tiéeu tan.

Huéng dan Trwong bam vao lung ghé trude, héi Thanh Van: “Chi
Thanh, chi muon di ban dan t6c Pong nao?”

Thanh Van binh tinh liéc A Nam mot cai, dang tiéc sw chd y caa anh
déu dang tap trung vao dwong nui, dwong nhuw khong nghe thdy cudc noi
chuyén cua hai co.

Thanh Van chuyén mat lai n6i: “Noi nao kha noi tiéng?”

“Néu noi tiéng thi ban Triéu Hung va ban That Tinh ciing khong té.” —
Huéng dan Trwong n6i — “Ban Triéu Hung kha 16n, la ban dan toc Dong
diéng s6 mot so hai toan quoc.”

Trong xe yén lang mot hoi, Thanh Van liéc nhin: “Nay!”

Huwéng dan Trwong theo anh mat 6, nhin vé phia anh chang dang lai
xe bén canh. Cai nhin cham chu ro rang nhu vay la ai cling sé phat hién ra.
Nhung A Nam lai chang nhiic nhich, hai mat nhin thang phia trwéc, khong
hé c6 y tham gia vao dé tai.

Thanh Van ung dung nhin anh noi: “Toi ndi nay anh Chu.”
Huéng dan Truong: “Phi!”

Thanh Van lai néi: “T6i c6 thé han hanh dwgc anh nhin mot cai
khong?”
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Da bi diém danh dén vay roi, A Nam ciing khong c6 1y do ma tranh né
nita, anh liéc nhin c6 roéi noéi: “Sao ha?”

Thanh Van noi: “Ban dan toc BDong nao hay?”
“Péu chang cé gi hay.”

Troi qua vai ngay, hwéng dan Truong va Thanh Van da quen than,
khong con gilt ké nhw lic ban dau nita. Nghe thay cau tra 16i cia A Nam,
co ta khong nhin dugc go vao lung ghé.

“Sao cai gi anh cling ndi khong hay hét vay ha? Anh c6 di qua chwa
ma nodi khong hay?”

A Nam liéc nhin c6 ta qua kinh chiéu hau: “Bi qua r6i.”
“Anh dwa khach a?”
“Pung.”

“Anh dwa khach di dwong nhién khong thay hay r6i. Anh phai dén
choi mai biét c6 hay hay khong chi!”

Huéng dan Trwong trgn mat 1én r6i dao tron, giong nhw lam mat 1é
vay. A Nam lai liéc nhin c6 ta, khong 1én tiéng.

Huéng dan Trwong chién thang, quay dau ndi véi Thanh Van: “Chi
Thanh, hay la chung ta di ban Triéu Hung nhé?”

Thanh Van nhin vé phia A Nam: “Anh néi xem?”

Thoang chéc A Nam thay huwéng dan Triwong nhin anh nhw 1am vao
canh dai dich. Anh gat dau.

“Blrdc,”
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Thanh Van cuoi cuwoi: “Vay di thoi, xa khong?”

Lic nay A Nam tra 10i: “Khong xa, ¢ Lé Binh, ba bon gio 1a dén noi.”

Su6t quang duong di, hwéng dan Trwong phan khéi tro chuyén véi
Thanh Van, hét gidi thiéu cai nay dén gidi thiéu cai kia. Pén khi xe vao khu
nodi thanh Khaéi Ly thi c6 ta da b6t noi lai. Sau khi 1én dwong cao t6c thi da

hoan toan thich &ng vGi cach lai xe cia A Nam, mo mo mang mang ngu
thiép di & cho ngoi phia sau.

Xe yén lang chay trén dwong cao téc. Qua hon mét gio 1ai xe, Thanh
Van nhin canh sac lap di lap lai khién nguoi ta nham chan & bén ngoai.
Bong dung c6 nhw cam giac dugce gi do, quay dau lai. A Nam dang nhin co.

“Sao c6 khong ngu?”
Thanh Van néi: “Sao t6i phai ngu?”

Cau hdi ngugce lai hoc biaa khién A Nam khong tréa 161 duwgc, quay dau
tiép tuc lai xe. Gié ngoai ctra théi toc A Nam bay bay. Thanh Van nhin go
ma, nhin duong nét chi€c cam lén xudng vui mat, va ca lan da tay ngam
den cua anh.

Bai vi lan da sam nén mau moi cua anh cting tham hon nguoi thuong
mot chit. Xwong 16ng may nho cao va hoc mat sau.

“A Nam.” — Thanh Van khé goi anh.
A Nam w, Thanh Van no6i: “C6é ai titng n6i anh rat dep trai khong?”
A Nam gat dau: “Co.”

Thanh Van néi: “C6 phai la du 16i néi ngugng ngung nhiéu hon nita
anh ciling c6 thé noéi ra v6i vé mat khong biéu cam thé kia khong?”
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“Khong phai.”

“Nha anh ¢ dau?”

A Nam nhanh choéng li€c nhin co, r6i quay dau nhin duong.
“Khong mudén néi ha?”

“Khong phadi...” — A Nam khé néi — “Co hoi chuyén nay lam gi?”
“Anh cling khong phdi nguoi dan toc Bong.”

“Pung.”

“Nha anh ¢ ban Triéu Hung sao?”

A Nam lac dau: “Khéng phai & d6.”

“O thanh phé a?”

Nhac dén chuyén cia minh, dwong nhe vong phan xa cia A Nam dai
hon. Nhung vong phan xa cta anh cling khong thé dai hon con dwong nay
duwoc. Thanh Van kién nhan doi.

“Khong ¢ thanh pho, nha t6i ¢ ban dan toc Bong.” — A Nam noi.
Thanh Van héi: “O ban dan tdc Pong nao?”

“V6 danh.” — A Nam noéi — “Béan chiing t6i rat héo lanh, cling khong
16n nhu Trieu Hung.”

“Cling ¢ Lé Binh a?”
“Khong, @ Dung Giang.”

“Dung Giang con c6 ban dan toc Bong khac sao?”
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“C6 mot ban dan toc Bong Tam Béo.”
Thanh Van quay ngudi, nhin vé phia truéce: “Di Dung Giang di.”

Xe van dang chay on dinh, A Nam khong 1én tiéng, khong dap 101, chi
nam chat tay lai.

Trai qua mot lic no6i chuyén, Thanh Van quyét dinh nhv vay duong
nhw cé chit hgp ly. Nhung trong sy hop 1y nay c6 mang theo an y khac hay
khong thi khong biét dugc.

Lai thém dwgc mwoi may phut, A Nam khé héi: “Bi that ha?”
‘(U’.’,

Thanh Van nhin ngoai ctra s6. Toc do xe gidm lai, xudng khéi duong
cao toc.
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Huéng dan Truong nga sudt quang duong di, lic A Nam dirng xe nghi
gitta chang cling khong tinh lai. Thanh Van thwa dip A Nam di vé sinh
xuong xe hut mot diéu thuéc, nhung vira hiit dwgc hai hoi da thdy A Nam
di ra.

“Nhanh vay?”
“U ”»

A Nam thay c6 dang hut thudc, cling khong lap titc vao xe ma ditng
bén ngoai hong gi6. Tram dirng chan rat it ngwdi, ngoai trtr bon ho ra cling
chi c6 mot chiéc xe khach duwong dai. Xung quanh la nui doi, tro chuyén
trong hoan canh nay con ngudi va am thanh déu c6 vé trd nén nhé bé.

Thanh Van gidm giam chan, khé néi tham: “Ng6i 1au qua chan ciing té
ca roi.”

A Nam cti dau, khong biét la dang suy nghi hay ngan ngudi nita.

Thanh Van nhin anh: “Anh c¢6 mua do toi bao anh chwa?”

A Nam ngang dau, nhat thoi khong kip hiéu ra. Thanh Van c6 y
nghiéng dau nhin anh cham cham, A Nam chgt hiéu: “0), mua roi, ¢ trong

»

xe.

“Pén noi toi tra tién cho anh.”
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A Nam duong nhu chang chi y dén van dé nay lam, thuan miéng noi:
“BLI’Q’C.”

Thanh Van 6m canh tay, diéu thuoc da hit dwgc mét nita. A Nam
khoanh hai tay trén do jacket, khong biét sao anh mat lai roi vao nguoi
Thanh Van.

Pa giita troa, anh nang trén nuii chéi chang va cang dep hon noi khac.
Anh ciling thdy dwgc dudi mat c6 c6 nép nhan md khé nhan ra dugce. Da
Thanh Van rat trang, c6 doi khi sé khién ngudi ta cam thay trang dén mirc
hoi xanh xao.

A Nam ngan ngo nhin ¢6 cham cham, duwong nhw quén mat c6 ciling
dang nhin anh.

“Anh bao nhiéu tu6i?” — Thanh Van than nhién héi.
A Nam l4y lai tinh than, héi ngugc lai: “Coé bao nhiéu tu6i?”

Thanh Van khoanh tay tira vao dau xe, ra vé nita dua gion ntra day doi
nguoi ta.

“Anh khong biét dirng nén héi tudi phu nit sao?”
«A

“Anh bao nhiéu tu6i?”

A Nam tra 10i: “Hai muoi bay.”

“Pa hai mwoi bay réi a.” — Thanh Van that sy hoi ngac nhién mdt chuit
— “Nhin khong gia dén vay.”

A Nam nhin sang ché khac. Thanh Van cam thay dan dan c6 c6 thé
hiéu r6 duwgc ham nghia trong moi dong tac cua anh. Nhin sang cho khac
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nhw vay c6 nghia la: Co that vo vi.
Thanh Van cwoi hoi: “Két hén chwa?”
“Co ban gai chwa?”

“...” — R0t cuoc A Nam khong nhin dwgc — “Co hoéi chuyén nay lam

N

g1?”
“Tan gau chat thoi.”

Po6i mat trang den ro rang cia A Nam nhin thang vao c6 giong nhw
dang doi dich, anh héi nguwgc lai Thanh Van véi ngit diéu binh di cia minh:
“Vay con co, co két hon chwa, cé ban trai chwa?”

Thanh Van bubdng tay: “Chwa. Chwa két hon, cing khong ¢6 ban trai.”

A Nam hoi khyng lai, anh khong ngd Thanh Van lai trd 16i thang than
nhu vay.

Thanh Van than nhién nhin anh, hit thuéc xong c6 thuan tay dat 1én
dau xe: “T6i n6i xong r6i, dén lwgt anh.”

A Nam quay dau lén xe.

Thanh Van: “...”

“Anh choi xau a?” — Thanh Van ngoi 1én xe.

A Nam no6i: “T6i chwa titng dong y rang c6 noi thi toi sé néi ma.”

Xe da lai vao huyén Dung Giang, hwéng dan Truwong mdi tr tir tinh
lai, vira tinh lai da nhao lén truedc néi véi Thanh Van: “Chi Thanh, da dén
roi a?”
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Thanh Van thdy c6 ta mo mo mang mang v6 cung thud vi, khéng néi
cho cd biét rang ho da doi dia diém, gat dau néi: “Dung vay, dén r6i.”

A Nam ré vao mot khic cua, hwéng dan Trwong van con nhap nhém
nhung ciing khong quén nhiém vu ctia minh, 6 ta bat dau gidi thiéu lau lau
nhu hoc thugc long doan van.

“Chi Thanh, Lé Binh la mot vung dat t6t, 1a chau tw tri cé dién tich 16n
nhat cia dan toc Miéu va dan toc Bong, la huyén c6 s6 dan dong nhat, cling
la huyén cé ngudi dan toc Pong nhiéu nhat ca nwdc. Nguwoi dan toc Bong
chiém hon bay phan ¢ Lé Binh, ngay ca hai chit L.é Binh ciing la duwoc dich
theo tiéng nguwoi Bong.”

Thanh Van phoi hgp néi: “Vay sao, vay phai di tham quan nhiéu méi
duogc.”

“Pung vay, L.é Binh con la qué huong cua la tra, noi day san sinh ra
rat nhiéu loai tra noi tiéng.”

Thanh Van néi: “Chij cling tirtng nghe tra ctia Lé Binh rat ngon.”

“Con mot diéu nita la m6i trwong cta Lé Binh rat tot, ti 1€ rirng ram
bao phu gan nhv 1a tdm muwoi phan tram. Chi nhin sang bén nay di... O?”

Huwéng dan Trwong vira nhin ra ngoai, ca nguwdi nhanh chéng sup
xuong, Thanh Van gio tay kéo co ta lai. C6 ta nhu lot vao swong mu, chi
chi A Nam:

“Nay, day la dau, anh xuéng duong cao téc cho nao thé?”

A Nam gid cam, mat nhin thang. Thanh Van vo vo Truong Dao:
“Purng kich dong, ng6i xudng trudc di.”
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“Khong phai, chi Thanh, hinh nhw anh ta di nham cho6 r6i.” — Huéng
dan Trwong ngo6i lui ra phia sau, nhiu may, kéo ctra kiéng ken két nhin ra
bén ngoai, cang nhin cang thay c6 gi khong ding.

“Sai r0i, sai r6i!” — Huwéng dan Truwong thay doi sac mat — “Khong
phai cho nay, anh di nham r6i, mau queo lai!”

Co ta lai vo A Nam mot cai. A Nam quay dau nhin vé phia Thanh
Van, ndi bang anh mat: C6 giai thich di.

Thanh Van lai nhv dang bi hang ban quyt bén ngoai thu huit.
A Nam: “...”

Hudéng dan Truong cang lic cang khan treong: “Mau queo lai, khong
phai anh néi anh biét dwong sao? Oi anh that sy 1am 1& viéc roi!”

A Nam van nhin Thanh Van cham cham, nhuwng Thanh Van khong
quay lai. A Nam nhin mdt chut, cudi cung biu m6i, quay tay chuyén huéng
vo-lang. Xe quay dau lai. Thanh Van dwa tay niu anh.

Huéng dan Trwong néi: “Dung, di ngugc vé, toi xem coida di nham
cho nao... c6 phai queo & day khong nhi?”

“Puwong cao toc ¢ phia tredc.” — A Nam khé noi.
ROt cudc Thanh Van quay dau, cau may nhin A Nam.
“Lam gi?”

A Nam nhin duwong 1ai xe, huéng dan Trwong giai thich: “Chi Thanh,
anh ta di nham, noi nay khong phdi L.é Binh. Con nguwoi anh ta that 13,
khong biét duong thi ding...”
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Anh mét Thanh Van van nhin A Nam, giéng nhu khong nghe duoc 15i
noéi cta hwéng dan Truwong.

Co0 khé hit vao roi tha ra.

“T6i ndi ne, tudi da 16n ngan nay réi ma tam ly noi loan van con manh
vay ha?”

Mo6i A Nam mim chat, hwéng dan Trwong khong biét rd van con dang
giai thich.

“Lam 1& viéc that xin 16i, c6 diéu chay dén Lé Binh ciing nhanh,
chtrng hai tiéng nita thoi. Ching ta...”

“Tiéu Truwong.” — Thanh Van chuyén mat — “Pirng khan truong!”
“Hé?”
“Chung ta tam thoi doi dia diém.”

Huéng dan Truong nhu lot vao swong mu. Thanh Van chuyén mat
nhin lai A Nam: “Bay gio da dugc chwa?”

A Nam van mim moi, khong néi 16i nao. Thanh Van da da thung xe,
nhin ra ngoai, lo dang no6i: “Cé long nhac nhé nhé, thay tot thi lam.”

Xe chuyén huéng, quay lai phwong huéng vira roi.
Truong Pao: “...”

Maii cho dén khi xudng xe, hwéng dan Trwong méi dan dan hiéu ro
chuyeén gi da xay ra.

A Nam lai thang xe dén ctta ban Tam Bao. Thanh Van mudn di vé
sinh, chi con lai A Nam va hwéng dan Trwong chd & cira. Cudi cung huéng
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dan Truwong chop dwoc co hoi, tan tdm chi bao néi chuyén vdi anh.

“T6i no6i anh dirng c6 lam ra vé khong hiéu chuyén nhw vay duwoc hay
khong? Chi Thanh la khach hang 16n cta cong ty chung ta. Lanh dao chung
ta dan di dan lai la phai chiéu dai that t6t. Md&i vira roi la sao? Anh ty minh
bat m6i xong roi mac ké a? Pung lam kho ching t6i chi!”

A Nam nhiu nhiu may: “Khong co6.”

“Khong cé cai gi? Thai dd anh kha hon chtit cé dugc khéng? Lan nay
chi Thanh thué xe anh la da chiéu c6 cho anh r6i biét khéng? Ty anh ciing
r0 ma. Anh nhin xe anh di, dung vao la sap ngay, con mot ngay doi hai
tram. Doi hai tram cling thoi di, anh lai vira ranh la chay di cho khac, day la
thai do phuc vu gi? Anh cé biét anh gdy ng nhung dén lic dé sé tinh trén
dau cong ty ching t6i khong?”

A Nam duong nhw hoi phién mudn, cha cha chan Ién mat dat, da vang
mot vién da.

“Anh c6 nghe thay khong?” — Hwéng dan Truong hoi nong nay.
A Nam w qua loa, hwéng dan Truong néi tiép: “Noéi chuyén di!”
“Nghe thay r6i.”

Lic Thanh Van ra khoi phong vé sinh trung hop thdy duwgc A Nam da
vang vién da. Vién da bi da vang di cuon theo khong it cat bui..

An twong dau tién ciia Thanh Van vé huyén Dung Giang nay chinh la
bui qua.

Khéng giong véi Bac Kinh swong mu giang day troi, thoi tiét Dung
Giang rat tot chi la qua nhiéu cong treong. Khi ndy trén duwong A Nam lai
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xe dén day, Thanh Van da chiu da noi kho khong cé ctra kiéng, bi bui bam
day nguoi.

Ven duwong gan nhu déu la tiém sat thép va vat liéu xay dung. Xe ba
banh ché xi mang va cét chay day dwong, qua that la nhip diéu thi cong hoi
ha trén toan thanh pho. Hueéng dan Trwong ndi véi co, hién tai thanh pho
loai cap ba cap bon déu nhw vay, lién tuc xay nha cao tang, lién tuc quy
hoach. Xay xong lai khong c6 nguwdi mua, nhuwng van khéng ngirng xay cat.

Bén dan toc Pong Tam Béao khong giong vdi ban dan toc Miéu lic
tredc, quy mo nhé hon rat nhiéu. So v6i khu thang canh thi cang giong mot
cong vién cd 16n, ban vé vao ctta la muwdi dong mot nguoi.

Huéng dan Truwong xung phong di mua vé, Thanh Van & phia sau héi
A Nam: “Sao vay?”

A Nam khong nhin c6: “Khong co gi.”

Huwéng dan Triwong cam ba tdm vé trd lai, A Nam cung di theo vao
ban. Mé6i vira vao ban da thdy mot ngbi lau canh cao cao. Huéng dan
Trwong hang giong mot cai, bat dau cat giong hwéng dan chuyén nghiép,
gidi thieu nhiét tinh:

“Chi Thanh xem di, day la lau canh Tam Bé&o v6 cung ndi tiéng, ban
dau duwgc xay vao nam Pao Quang thdi nha Thanh, nam Ham Dong bi huy,
nhung dén nam Quang Ty tht mwoi bay lai dwgc xay lai, 1au chinh toa bac
hwéng nam, hoan toan duwgc xay dung bang go, khong dung dén mot cay
dinh sat nao cd. Thap cao 35,18m, tong céng hai muwoi moét tang, chiém
dién tich 225 mét vuong, dwoc dwa vao Ky Luc Thé Gidi Guinness.”

Huéng dan Truong dwa Thanh Van di quanh lau canh vai vong, A
Nam di theo phia sau cach mot khoang xa xa. Thinh thoang Thanh Van
quay dau nhin anh, anh van cti dau, rau ri budc di.
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Huéng dan Truwong dwa Thanh Van di tham quan trong ban, vira di
vira gioi thiéu.

“Chi nhin ben kia di. D6 la cay da 16n. Trong ban Tam Bao c6 hon ba
muoi cay da c6, déu hai ba tram tudi, phan 16n déu dwgc tréng vao nhitng
nam Can Long thoi nha Thanh.”

bi lén bac thang, Thanh Van nhin thay phu ni* dan t6c Bong ngoi hai
bén may va, co6 héi huéng dan Trwong: “Phu nit dan toc Dong va dan toc
Miéu déu thich théu thua a?”

“Da, tai théu thua cia phu nit nguoi Pong va nguoi Miéu rat tot.”

Trong ban rat yén tinh, khong dong nguoi lam, ché hoang nam phoi
nang ven duwong, Thanh Van di mot chit lai hoi: “Sao khong thay dan
ong?”

Huéng dan Truong tréu gheo: “Khong phai phia sau chiing ta c6 mot
nguoi sao?”

Thanh Van cudi, quay nguoi lai, A Nam van lang lang di theo. Co
cuwoi tréu anh: “Anh Chu, cti dau lvgm tién a?”

Huéng dan Trwong cuwdi khanh khach, nhung A Nam van khéng c6
phan ng. Thanh Van cau may. Tinh tinh nhw thé nay hinh nhu khéng 6n
lam. Thanh Van cuwoi khay mot tiéng, quay ngwdi khong nhin anh nita.

Lic nay A Nam lai ngang dau lén. Anh ning kéo chiéc béng Thanh
Van dai that dai, w6t qua vai bac thang, dén trudc mat anh. Hai tay co bd
vao tui 4o khodac, doi giay got nhon khién bap chan c6 cé vé nhé bé thon
dai.

“Dan toc Bong c6 Tam Bdo, lau canh, dai ca (1) va cau Phong Vii
(2).” — Huwéng dan Truong néi — “Co diéu hai cai sau khong thdy dugc &
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day. Néu c6 thoi gian ching ta lai dén Triéu Hung. Néu nhw chi nghe dugc
bubi dai ca ctia dan tdc Pong thi sé biét duwgc dan toc nay dep biét bao!”

(1) Pai ca cua dan tdc Bong cé ti thoi Xuan Thu Chién Quoc. Pay la
kiéu hat tap thé khéng c6 chi huy, khong cé nhac dém, ho hgp ca nhitng
ban nhac dan gian, dung giong ngudi nay be cho ngudi khac mot cach tw
nhién.

(2) Cau Phong Vii la cau cé mai che dé chan gi6, chan mwa. Bay chinh
la sdn pham van héa tinh té€ cta nhitng nguwdi dan toc Pong sinh séng &
Trung Quoc. Ngoai ra cau nay con c6 tén goi khac la cau hoa béi kién tric
tong thé cua cay cau hét nhw nhitng béng hoa dang nd, v6 cung dep mat.

Thanh Van cii dau nhin bac thang duwéi chan, nghe hwéng dan Trwong
néi, c6 than nhién cat 16i: “Vay sao.”
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Thanh Van di mot hoi cam thay hoi mét, hoi huwdng dan Truong sap
x€ép ké tiép ra sao. Hréng dan Truwong suy nghi roi néi: “Chi Thanh, t6i nay
chi mu6n & dau?”

“O dau ha?” — Thanh Van nhin hai bén xem tht — “O day duwoc
khong?”

“Pay a...?” — Huéng dan Trwong haoi do dv, diéu kién & ban dan tdc
Pong Tam Bédo kém hon ban Miéu rat nhiéu, c6 ta s Thanh Van sé bat bé.

“Nhw vay di, em di trwéc hoi thit xem.” — Huwéng dan Trwong noi —
“Chi Thanh, chi nghi ngoi trwdc di da, em sé nhanh chong tro lai ngay.”

“Cuc cho em roi.”

Huwéng dan Truwong di lién hé cho ¢, Thanh Van nghi chan tai mot ho
gia dinh. HQ gia dinh nay gidong v&i nhitng ho gia dinh khac trong ban, mot
can nha go hai tang c6 lan can bao quanh, bon géc treo bon bong den.

Ctra nha & tang mot khong dong, ngudi qua lai trén dudng co thé thay
10 bay tri bén trong nha. Thanh Van di dao trén duwong thay vai ho treo mot
btrc tranh ngay chinh dién.

Trén khodng dat trong cia cac ho chi c6 mot ba cu nguwdi Pong ngoi
trén chiéc ghé dau, trong tay la mot khung dét vai don gian cli ky. Téc ba
lwa thrra nhwng rat dai, buai theo kiéu phu nit dan toc Bong, phia sau c6 dinh
bang mot cay lwgc go.
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Thanh Van thay bén canh ba c6 mot chiéc ghé nho dé trongbén di qua
héi: “Di 0i, chau ng6i mot chut dwgc khong?”

Ba cu ngang dau, khuon mat ngam den day nép nhan. Ba nheo mat
nhin Thanh Van va néi mot cau. Hinh nhu ba néi tiéng dan toc, Thanh Van
nghe khong hiéu, c6 chi vao chiéc ghé kia néi: “Pay, chiéc ghé nay chau cé
thé ngoi khong?”

Ba cu lai n6i mot cau, Thanh Van da tap trung chi y nhung van nghe
khong hiéu duwgc. Co dang nghi c6 thé dung cach khac dé hoi hay khong,
bén dit khoat di dén canh chiéc ghé, vira dinh héi nita thi phia sau truyén
dén mot giong noi:

“Ba dy noi c6 cé thé ngoi.”

Thanh Van quay dau lai, A Nam ditng sau c6 cach chirtng nam budc,
hai tay bo vao tti 4o, mat nhin xudng co.

Thanh Van nhin anh, ngdi xuéng ghé tw minh dim bép bip chan. Anh
mat A Nam ciing theo d6 roi vao chan co, nhin doi giay bot da cao c6 dén
tan dau goi kia.

Thanh Van néi: “Anh nhin gi?”

A Nam nhin vao mat c6 néi: “Cé mang cai nay di khong mét sao?”
“Meét.”

“Meét con khong thay ra?”

“Khong c6 giay dé thay.”

“Mua mot doi giay du lich.”

“Pugc, ngay mai anh mua roi dwa cho t6i.”
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A Nam doi mat, khong dén hai gidy da quay lai: “C6...”
“Ba cu nay noi tiéng Quy Chau sao?”

Hai nguwdi gan nhw dong thanh cét 16i, nhung rd rang Thanh Van néi
nhanh hon. A Nam nu6t cau néi cia minh xuéng, khé néi: “Khong phai, la
tiéng dan toc Pong.”

“0.” — Thanh Van dwdng nhw thdy hing thi — “Anh cé thé nghe hiéu
tiéng dan toc BDong ha?”

A Nam khé cau may, cdm gidc cau héi cia Thanh Van rat ky la: “Di
nhién cé thé roi. Tuy giong ctia ban ho khong giong giong cia ban t6i 1am,
nhung nghe ki van hiéu dwgc.”

“Péu la Dung Giang ma giong ciing khac nhau a?”

“U, khac ban sé khac giong.” — A Nam nhin c0, lai néi — “Co khi ban
16n qud, dau ban va cudi ban ciing khac nhau.”

“A...” — Thanh Van liéc mét nhin troi, suy nghi xem khu Triéu Dwong
va khu Phong Pai giong noi c6 khac nhau khong.

“Co dang nghi gi?”

Thanh Van ngang dau nhin vé phia anh: “T6i dang nghi nha anh cach
day co6 xa khong.”

Anh ning xé& chiéu soi dén tir phia sau A Nam, mit anh khuat trong
anh sang am 4p, Thanh Van nhin thay anh khé chdp mat.

“Khong xa.” — A Nam khé noi.
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“Trong nha anh con c6 nhitng ai?”

“Ba t0i va anh t0i.”

“Me anh khong c6 ¢ nha a?”

A Nam néi: “Me t6i qua doi nhiéu nam roi.”

“A.” — Thanh Van vay tay — “Anh dén gan mot chiit, ditng xa nhu vay
lam sao tro chuyeén dvgc.”

A Nam buwdc dén hai budc. Anh cam thay cd gai nay cé chit ky la
khong ta dwgce. Giong nhu khi vira r6i anh n6i cho ¢6 biét me anh da qua
doi nhiéu nam. Nguoi binh thuwong nghe thay it nhat sé néi mét cau twong
trung “O, xin 18, t6i khong biét”. Trén thyc té anh dd chuan bi xong cau
néi “Khong sao, dirng lo lang”. Nhung c6 hoan toan khéng nhw vay, giong
nhw c6 chi don gian nghe m6t cau chuyén, 6 1én mét tiéng twgng trung roi
gat gat dau.

Khi anh dén gan Thanh Van lai héi: “Anh cda anh la anh rudt a?”

Anh mit c6 rat nhe nhang, hoi mang theo mot chiit to mo, khong khan
treong cting khong loi long.

Ctt thé qua ting cau hdi cta c6 ma dan dan tim hiéu anh. Tirng chut
tirng chuat mot, khong dot ngdt, cr nhw nwéc am ndu éch (1) héi ra hét tat ca
nhitng gi c6 muon biét.

(1) Nw6c am ndu éch: la cau chuyén ngu ngén cua Trung Quoc. Khi
bd con éch thang vao nwdc nong, nd sé 1ap tirc nhdy ra. Nhung néu bo vao
nuwdc lanh r6i cham rai dun 1én, con éch sé & yén ma... chét tr tir. Ngu y la
con nguoi song trong an nhan quen roi cé thé khién tinh than sa doa ma hai
dén ban than, bdi vi qua trinh nay dién ra cham chap nén khi tinh ngo thi da
muon. Nguogc lai, néu dang & “thién dwong” (diéu kién binh thwong) ma bi
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ném xuong “dia nguc” (nwdc noéng), phan tng sé rat manh, ti* d6 nhanh
chong dwa ra lva chon, khéng dén noi chét Iic nao khong hay.

Trong long A Nam hoi khan trwong, nhung anh khong biét vi sao
minh lai vay.

“Phai khong?”

Co6 van dang hoi. Thoi nao, noéi di, c6 gi thi c ndi ra la dugc chit c6
sao dau.

A Nam im lang mot 1at m@i cat tiéng tra 10i: “Puang, anh rudt cta t6i.”
“Anh trai anh cling di lam a?”

“Khong, anh toi lam ¢ nha.”

“Két hon chwa?”

“Két hon roi.”

“Anh hay anh cta anh?”

“Anh t6i.”

A Nam budt miéng thét ra, Thanh Van bdng nhuéng may: “A...”

A Nam nhin c6, chuyén anh mat thanh 10i né6i: “... C6 that nham
chan.”

Thanh Van lya chon khoan hong do lwgng cho viéc anh tai xé xe minh
thué c6 thai do bat kinh v&i minh. C6 hoan toan khong them dé y dén,
nhuwéng mat nhin anh: “Anh cam thay t6i nham chan thi dit khoat néi hét
chuyén cua anh ra di, con nguoi toi khong chiu thiét dugc, bao gio cling
phai doi lai cho du méi thoi.”
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A Nam nhin sang bén canh. Mot hoi lau anh quay dau lai néi: “T6i...”

“Qi, doi da.” — Thanh Van ngit 15i anh, gio ngén tré 1én, néi véi anh
nhu chi diém — “Khi ndy t6i n6i vdi anh déu la that do.”

A Nam nhiu may: “T0i cling dau noi lao.”
“Puwgc.” — Thanh Van vo vo tay nhu tréu choc dita bé — “Noéi di.”

A Nam bong & khau khong néi dwgc. Con ngudi ta luon luén gap phai
tinh huong ky la. R6 rang mot chuyén rat don gian c6 thé dé dang nhin ra
duwgc thai do, nhung bdi vi trede dé da co qua nhiéu chuyén nén dam ra lai
tr@¢ thanh phuc tap.

Thanh Van noi: “Noi di!”

A Nam khé néi mot cau, cting khong nhin c6. Thanh Van néi: “Khong
nghe ro.”

A Nam lai n6i lan nita, Thanh Van cau may: “Cé thé thodi mai chut
dugc khong? No6i nho nhw vay dé cho muoi nghe a?”

Ngon ltra khan trwong trong long A Nam bi nhém 1én, anh ngang dau
nhin Thanh Van, tiéng noéi trd nén to 16n ro rang: “Khong cé két hon, cling
khong c6 ban gai, dugc chwa?”

Bo6n con mat nhin A Nam. Khong sai, 1a bon con mat. Ba cu dan toc
Pong van cham chap stra sang lai len sgi cling quay dau lai cung véi Thanh
Van nhin anh.

Thanh Van chép chép mat, nho giong néi véi A Nam: “Pay khong
phai la chuyén dang kiéu ngao gi, dirng 16n tiéng nhw vay.”

Cb g4i nay that 1a...
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A Nam can rang, lién quay dau di ra ngoai.

Thanh Van goi vdi theo sau: “Tim dwgc Tiéu Truong thi néi cho ¢o ay
biét t6i nay chiing ta dén & ban ctia anh nhé.”

Cau ndi cta co khién anh phai ding buéc lai.
“Cai gi?”

“No6i Tiéu Truong khong can lién lac chd &, ching ta dén & ban cta
anh.”

Nti non yén tinh, A Nam cti dau mét hoi 1au méi ti tir néi: “Nha t6i
diéu kién khong tot.”

“DPi ra ngoai choi thdi ma, di choi can la cam giac, khéng phdi can
diéu kién tot.”

“Hwdéng dan Truong sé dong y sao?”

“Anh yén tam.” — Thanh Van thong tha néi — “Tiéu Truong tuan theo
nguyén tac khach hang la thuvgng dé, la mot huéng dan vién du lich vo
cung c6 dao dic nghé nghiép, khong giong véi ai kia.”

ong dé y dén 16i cham choc cua c6, néi: “Co muoén & nha toi
sao?”

Thanh Van nhac d6i chan dai 1én: “Phai xem anh cé mdi ching toi
khong da.”

DPén tan khi bon ho roi khéi ban Tam Bao, A Nam ciling khong néi rd
la anh c6 muén mo&i Thanh Van hay khong.

A Nam kha quen thudc vGi con duwong vé nha, sau khi lién tuc ré vai
khuc cua, xe da di trén mot con dwong nho. Lic nay xung quanh da khong
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con nha lau, chi cé vai can nha thap lé té thinh thodng xuat hién ven duong.
Con duwong nay cling khong bang phang, né nhé hep quanh co va kha gap
ghénh. Trén duwong khong cé ai, 1ai hon hai mwoi phat chi cé hai chiéc xe
ba banh ché go chay luwét qua ho.

Trén dwong khong cé bang huéng dan, ciing khong c6 nga ba, chi c6
mot con duong thang don so nhw thé, giong nhu c6 thé 1ai dén troi tan dat
tan.

Su6t cad quang dwong rat yén tinh. Thanh Van chi mé miéng maét lan,
co hoi A Nam: “Di phia nao?”

A Nam tra loi: “Tay.”
“Ctt thang vé phia tay a?”
«(y »

“Pi bao 1au?”

A Nam khong néi. Thanh Van cham thudc trén xe, quay dau nhin ra
ngoai ctra s6. A Nam rat tram ldng, tuy ngay thwong anh 1ai xe cling khong
thich tro chuyén, nhung lan nay anh lai v cung im lang.

Gan giong véi dong khi nong chuyén dong dwdi mat dat, cling giong
nhuv may den de nang phia chan troi.

Sau khi l4i gan bon muwoi phtt, cudi cung di dén m6t noi cé vai can
nha lac dac. A Nam dirng lai lai & mot nga tw, Thanh Van liéc nhin ra
ngoai, bén ngoai déu la nha xi mang tham thap, nguwdi qua lai trén duong
déu mdc quan 4o cong nhan, mat mii ldm lem. Noi nay khong gidong ban
dan toc Bong.
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Thanh Van vira dinh cét tiéng héi thi A Nam da xudng xe, dé lai mot
cau: “Cho ¢ day.”

Quay dau lai, hwéng dan Trwong dang ngt ¢ hang ghé sau, Thanh Van
thé dai mot hoi, tw nht véi minh phai kién nhan.

Muroi phiit sau, A Nam tré lai, xach mot chiéc tdi nilon mau den.
Xe khai dong, Thanh Van khé hoi: “Gi vay?”

A Nam moét tay vin tay lai, mot tay gat can so, bon ho quay lai con
dwong nhé khi ndy. Anh khong trd 10i c6, Thanh Van cuoi khay mot tiéng,
cling khong cat tiéng héi nita.

Mat trdi sap xudng nui, bau tri cang lic cang do, cang ngay cang toi.
Pén tan khi tia sdng cudi cung tan bién phia chan trdi, A Nam mgi dirng xe
lai.

“Xudng xe.” — Anh néi — “Bat dau tir day phai di bo.”

Anh vira néi vira khom lwng 1ay thit gi d6 ¢ bén dwgi. Thanh Van nhin
sang, la chiéc tui nilon khi nay.

A Nam ném chiéc tii cho Thanh Van, Thanh Van mé tdi ra, bén trong
la mot doi giay du lich.

Nike...
Puong nhién la do gia.

Thanh Van liém liém rang, that gid déu dugc, du sao cling la mét doi
giay du lich.

Co thay giay, béen nay A Nam da m& cwra ra. Luc anh m& ctra tredc
xong dang dinh m¢& ctta phia sau thi Thanh Van kéo tay anh lai. Khong phai
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la canh tay, ma la ban tay. Tay ctia anh rat 16n, rat citng, hoi khé va lai néng
hon tay c6. N6 rat nong.

Thanh Van méi vira budc day giay xong, lwng van con khom, li€c nhin
anh ttt dau dén chan: “Cam on!”

Tiéng noi cha co giong nhw truyén dén tr noi xa, mang theo mui vi hat
swong va nui rung.

A Nam nhu than xui quy khién héi lai mot cau: “Cam on cai gi?”
Thanh Van mim moi, vé mat bon cgt budng tay ra, cting khong tra 10i.
Yén lang trong choc lat.

Trong sy yén lang nay, A Nam lai 1an nita cdm thdy c6 gai nay rat ky
la. Anh mét cta c6 vinh vién nhin thdng vao ban, giéng nhu muén néi véi
ban rat nhiéu. Nhwng khi ban that long muén lang nghe thi c6 lai chi im
lang.

Thanh Van tr tir ng6i day, khé noi: “A Nam...”
A Nam r mot tiéng kho cé thé nghe thay.

Thanh Van cwoi no6i: “Toi khong tra tién doi giay nay dau.”
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A Nam im lang hé6i lau, Thanh Van nhw noéi dua: “Sao vay, tiéc ha?
Pan ong ma, dirng c6 hep hoi nhu vay, twong lai lam sao...”

Thanh Van dang ndi véi giong nhe nhang thi 6a mét tiéng, huwdng dan
Trwong & phia sau dang ngt say bong bat day: “Sao ha, sao ha? Dén r6i a?”

Khoéng ai trd 10i c6 ta, A Nam quay lung bé di, Thanh Van nam tay
minh, cdm giac hoi dau Iic nam tay vira r6i van con lwu lai. Co tran tr6i
nhin béng lung cao 16n kia, roi nhanh chéng nhdy xuéng khéi xe di dén
tredc mat anh.

“Chu bong Nam! Sao anh dam...”

A Nam lén tiéng, Thanh Van bong cam giac c6 gi d6 khong ding. Goc
do ho nhin nhau dwong nhu hoi la.

A Nam ditng treéc mat co, mat nhin xuéng: “Hoéa ra khong mang giay
cao g6t nhin thé nay.”

Thanh Van trgn mat nhw sap rét ra ngoai. Co6 hoan toan cé thé duwgc
coi la mot kiéu nit chan dai. Co c6 chiéu cao mdt mét bady muwoi mot, mang
giay cao got 1én chirng mat mét bay muoi bay, tuy van hoi thap hon A Nam
mot chat nhung cling c6 thé xem nhw 1a “ngang hang”. Hién tai vira cdi
giay ra, lai ro rang thap hon anh han ntra céi dau.
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Bén nay A Nam lai c6 y ra vé nhw soi moi, khé hat cam, li€c mat nhin
xuong, nhin nhw c6 vé ” bé trén”.

“Chu bong Nam, anh ding ngay tho nhu vay.” — Thanh Van kéo ao
khodc lai, hoi lui vé phia sau, khoanh tay nhin anh — “So chiéu cao v6i mot
nguwoi phu nit, anh con c6 chiut mdt miii nao khong?”

A Nam tro khu6on mat vo cam tiéu chuan cua minh ra, néi: “Toi dau co
néi gi, la c6 hiéu nham ma.”
Con nguy bién, Thanh Van dinh n6i cau, hit sdu mot hoi chuan bi noéi

thi A Nam cat 10i trwdc: “Hwdng dan Truong!”

Thanh Van quay dau lai, nhin thdy hwéng dan Truong budc xudng xe
v0Oi vé mat mo mang: “Chi Thanh”.

Huéng dan Truong chao Thanh Van r6i lai héi A Nam: “Dén r6i ha?”
A Nam gat dau: “Pén r6i, 1ay do di, di theo t6i.”

Lic anh quay dau, anh mat giao nhau véi Thanh Van. Trong mat
Thanh Van r6 rét hién 1én cau: Coi nhu s6 anh may.

Sdc troi da toi, Thanh Van va huwéng dan Truong di theo sau A Nam.
Thanh Van vira di vira quan sat. Can ctt theo canh vat tredc mat, noi nay ro
rang cho thay la khu chwa khai pha. N6i dé nghe la sinh thai thién nhién
nguyén sinh, con néi trang ra la viing nui xa x6i, hoang vu héo lanh.

bién hinh nhat chinh la dwong di. Con dwong dén nha A Nam hoan
toan do dau chan ngudi tao nén, thye té€ do di nhiéu ma thanh. Khong co xi
mang, cting khong c6 16t da, tat ca déu la dwong dat nhap nho, gap ghénh
khong bang phang.
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Thédo nao minh c6 doi giay du lich. Thanh Van nghi dén day, anh mat
bat giac nhin cham cham vao nguwoi dan dudng phia trudce.

Lung A Nam rat rong, chiéc do jacket den nhuw muc c6 vé kién cd hon
trong bong dém. That ra thi dang ngwoi A Nam rat kha, eo thon chan dai,
nhat 1a mac kiéu 4o jacket ngan nay. Vat 4o vira nhac 1én ca than duwéi déu
10 ra, vira nhin da thay dwoc wu thé.

Co6 18 béi vi nguyén nhan hang nam lao dong, co bap ctia anh cling rat
ro rang. Thanh Van di phia sau liéc nhin cdp mong san chac ctia anh, chac
mot tiéng.

Con nguwoi anh con c6 mot dac diém, néu nhw ban khong dac biét chu
y sé hoan toan khong nhan ra anh c6 dang voc dep. Anh budc di luon luon
cti dau khom ngudi, giong nhw di do bom vay.

Thanh Van vira ngdm nhin vira suy nghi, nghi mai dén mic xuat than,
khong chi y nguwoi dan duong da ding chan lai, suyt nita da dam dau vao
nguoi anh.

Luc ho cach nhau ntta canh tay, A Nam gio tay bao hai c6 dung lai.
“Phia bén nay, da dén r6i.” — A Nam ré qua khic cua, lai n6i — “Chu y
dwai chan.”

Troi hoan toan t6i den, trong nidi chang hé c6 chit 4nh sang. Huéng
dan Truong di phia sau, mit may a rii néi: “Oi, ciing tai em, biét thé em da
mang theo dén pin r6i. Noi nay t6i den nhw muc, chi Thanh phai can than

2

nhé.

Thanh Van néi: “Khong sao, déu do chi quyét dinh dét ngot, em chuan
bi da chu dao lam r6i.”
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A Nam noi sap dén la sap dén that. Ho ré qua mot khiic cua nita, leo
1én swon nui, ban bén dwdi da hién ra trong tam mat.

Khéng c6 canh hang van ng6i nha sang den dot ngot xuat hién, cling
(1). Chi ¢6 vai ngon

AN

khong niém vui tran tré “liéu rii hoa cwdi lai c6 thon
den leo 1ét, chap va ndi thanh mot ban dan toc Bong yén tinh an nau giita
nui rong.

(1) Bai tho Du Son Tay Thon cta nha tho Luc Du thdi Nam Tong.

Trong khong khi lanh 1o am u nhw vay, thé ma Thanh Van lai leo nii
dén dé mo hoi. Co ditng bén swon ndi, vudt ngugc téc 1oa x0a trwdc tran ra
phia sau. Gi6 lanh thdi qua, c6 cam giac duwgc da minh nhanh chéng se lai.

“Pi thoi.”

Nghi ngoi trong choc lat, A Nam lai cat budc di ti€p. Gan dén ctra
ban, mat dwong cling rong hon lic trwdc nhiéu. Tuy khong dwgce lam ti mi
nhw khu thang canh du lich, it ra cling cé thé nhin thdy dau vét nhan cong.
Khong giong con dudng mdi vira 1én nui, duwong & ctra ban c6 16t da.

Huéng dan Truong cling chwa tirng dén day, vo cung to mo, co ta giam
giam chan ¢ ctra ban, noi: “Noi nay cta bon anh c6 du dinh khai pha
khong? Trudc nay tdi chua tirng dén day bao gio.”

Buwéc chan A Nam khong ngtng lai: “Khong biét, cing lau roi t6i
chwa vé nha.”

“Cé diéu noi nay c6 khai pha ciing khong c6 1gi lam.” — Huéng dan
Trwong binh ludn véi &nh mat nha nghé — “Thi¢ nhat la qua nho, ban anh cé
bao nhiéu ho? Nhiéu lam la chitng mét tram hd thoi. Thit hai 1a qua héo
lanh. Von khuyét diém héo lanh nay ciing khong 16n 1am, ban Miéu Tay
Giang ciing héo lanh, nhvng ban nguoi ta 16n, c6 gia tri khai pha. Chinh
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pht cling lam md&t con duong di thang dén d6. Ban anh nho nhu vay con &
trong nui, chinh phu sé khong chiu dau tw dau.”

A Nam dwong nhw chang hé dé y dén 101 ndi cia hwéng dan Truong.
Co6 ta ndi mot dong nhung anh chi gat gat dau: “Vay sao.”

Thanh Van & phia sau anh héi: “Anh cé néi vdi trong nha biét la minh
sé vé khong?”

A Nam quay dau lai nhin c6 mot cai, r6i quay tré lai: “Néi r6i.”
“N6i hoi xé chiéu a?”

‘(U’ »

“Phong chuan bi xong chwa?”

A Nam duirng lai, quay dau qua, mdt vé cdm néi: “Sao c6 khong hoi la
dén nha t6i cé phién dén ching t6i hay khong?”

Thanh Van kinh ngac trgn tron mét, chot hiéu ra, co cit tiéng: “A...”

A Nam im ldng, Thanh Van bé hai tay vao tdi nhin anh, néi: “Coé co
héi kiém tién an @ ma anh Chu khong mudn a?”

No6i xong cling khong dgi A Nam trd 16, Thanh Van lay thudc 14 trong
tii ra cham, ndi véi hwdng dan Truong: “Vay ching ta tim nha khac la
duoc roi.”

Huwéng dan Treong nhin ra dwge Thanh Van dang tréu choc Chu Bong
Nam, voi vang phu hoa: “Puwgc a. Chi Thanh néi sao cling dugc hét.”

Thanh Van néi xong con that si dan theo hwéng dan Trwong di vong
qua A Nam. Mgi vtra vao ctta ban, A Nam goi vGi theo c6: “Co bao nhiéu
tién mot dém...?”
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T6i bao nhiéu tién mot dém a? Thanh Van quay dau, hoi nhwéng may
noi: “To6i mot dém dat lam doé.”

Noi xong co khong nhin dwgc bat cuoi.

Chinh anh cling cam giac 10i vira ndi ra co6 gi do khong dung, dang
dinh giai thich thi lai mo ho cam thay nhw vay sé bi ¢6 cuwdi tham hai hon
nita. Lic nay n6i nhiéu chi bang im lang.

“Nao, nao, nao, anh dén day.” — Thanh Van ttr t* nin cwoi, thang
nguoi lén keu A Nam — “Ching ta vira di vira ban xem mot dém bao nhiéu
tién?”

A Nam can chat rang, bi Thanh Van ép sat ti'ng budc. Trong dém t6i
co cling khong cwdi nita, nhung déi mat kia con mo am hon nu cudi vo s6
lan. A Nam khong thay r6 khuén mat co, lai c6 thé cam nhan dugc c6 van
dang nhin anh.

A Nam ding yén, Thanh Van buéc dén, ditng tredc mat anh, ngang
dau 1én khé noi: “T6i nhu vay cling khé nhin ra c6 dé mat hay khong.”

A Nam cui dau nhin c6, lan da ¢6 lang min tinh té trong gi6 ndi lanh
1é0.

Trong cai nhin soi moi cua c06, anh no6i: “Khong do.”
Thanh Van twr tr nhoén khoe moi: “Vay sao?”

Co6 vira n6i vira nhe mudn phan doan, nheo mat lai, kiéng chan 1én, ti
mi nhin anh.

Mo6i A Nam mim lai thanh mot dwong, nhung chan van ditng yén , co
ctirng do, chi ditng tai cho dé mac cho c6 nhin. Anh lai cam thay ky la. Pira
ngoai da vai ngay sao trén ngudi c6 van mang theo hwong thom nhi.
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Mot hé6i 1au, Thanh Van lui vé phia sau, vo nhe Ién canh tay A Nam:
“That ding 1a khong hé dé.”

A Nam: “...”
Thanh Van néi: “Khong gidn nita, néi nghiém tic, dan dwong di.”
A Nam tham thé phao mot hoi.

Nhin tw trén swon nui cam giac ban nay khong 16n, nhung sau khi that
sw di vao lai cam thay giong nhuw khéng c6 gigi han. Nha ctra day dac, tirng
ngoi nha ndi lién v&i nhau. R4t nhiéu ngd hém giao nhau, vo cung rac roi.

Néu nhw khong c6 ngudi quen 16i quen néo dan dwong thi that kho tim
duwgc dia diém. Ba nguoi di vong vo trong ngd hém t6i den nhw myuc kha
1au, ro6t cudc A Nam dirng chan lai.

“DPeén roi.”

Thanh Van nhin xung quanh, c6 von da chuan bi tinh than san sang
d6i mat véi mot can nha xap xé, dén khi nhin tan mat lai thdy hoan toan
khac biét. Tuy nha A Nam khong tinh la 16n, nhung phong 6¢ van con rat
m&i, ma con thudc dang kham kha trong ban nay.

Thanh Van liéc nhin anh: “Gia dinh bac trung a?”
A Nam hiém khi tréu choc lai c6: “Pwgc thong qua khéng?”

Co6 diéu nha noi day khong giong lam véi ban Tam Béo da tham quan
vao ban ngay. Huéng dan Truong bén canh khong quén bon phan, gidi
thiéu v&i Thanh Van:

“Chi Thanh, phan 16n nha ctra ctia dan t6c Pong vung ndi déu la nha

san. Bén dudi chita d6 dac linh tinh va nudi gia stc, trén lau thi gianh dé 6.
Vao ban ngay hang hién phia trwéc dung dé nghi ngoi hodc la dé phu nir
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nguwoi Bong lam thu cong. Phia sau la noi that, bén trong c6 nha bép, con
c0 10 sugi. Hai bén 10 suwgi thwong la phong ngu.”

Co ta vua gidi thiéu vira gio dién thoai di dong 1én soi sang: “Em xem
thir da... Ban nay han la da lau doi, rat nhiéu nha civa déu noi lién véi nhau,
mai nha cong dung vao nhau, c6 thé lan... Aaaaaa!”

Huéng dan Truwong chot kéu lén, ném dién thoai di dong di. Thanh
Van nhanh chéng quay dau lai, trong goc t6i chi thdy mot chiéc béng den
thui ditng phia sau hwéng dan Truong.

Huéng dan Truong bi doa sg dén mitc 6m dau chay ra nup phia sau
Thanh Van.

Thanh Van mim moi, nhin thang vao béng ngudi kia, giong ndi lanh
lung tran tinh: “Ai? Lén tiéng c6 dugc khong? Khién nguwdi khac sg hai ai
chiu trach nhiém chi?”

Loai ban lang xwa cii noi nii sau thé nay, cong thém mot bong ngudi
im thin thit ding trong goc t6i quan sat ngwoi ta, doi lai la ai cling phai
khiép s¢ thoi. Thanh Van vira ditt 101, bong nguwdi kia hoi nhich 1én phia
trtdc. Hueéng dan Trwong nip sau Thanh Van, nghen ngao néi: “Chi
Thanh...”

Thanh Van mot tay che lai hwéng dan Truong, lanh lung néi: “Béo 1én
tiéng khong nghe ha?”

CoO quay dau tri'ng mat nhin A Nam mot cai: “Anh ding thit ra d6 lam
gi? Qua day!”

A Nam buéc dén, khé kéu: “Anh!”

Thanh Van cau may, hwéng dan Truwong tir tir 16 dau ra. A Nam lai noi
thém vai cau, c6 diéu la tiéng dan toc Pong, Thanh Van nghe khéng hiéu.
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Chi thdy bong ngudi kia dan dan di ra khéi béng t6i, mwon anh sang yéu 6t,
Thanh Van nhin thay rd twéng mao cua anh ta.

Khong biét cé phéi do tiéng “anh” khi ndy hay khong, c6 that sy nhin
thdy dugc mot chat bong dang cia A Nam trén khuén mat anh ta. Xwong
16ng may hai nguwdi déu rat cao, hoc mat sau, da ngam den. Nhung anh ta
va A Nam lai khac nhau ro rét. Nguwdi nay hai mat v6 than, moéi hoi nhéch,
ctt dirng thit ra do, r6 rang la cé vé song lau & trén ndi dau 6c khong binh
thuwong. So vdi anh ta, vé lan 1on phé phuong ciia A Nam trong linh 1gi hon
nhiéu.

Vi lai, Thanh Van khong biét A Nam va anh trai ctia anh hon kém
nhau may tudi, néu chi nhin tir bé ngoai, noéi anh trai anh da bon mwoi tuoi
cO clng tin.

Huéng dan Trwong budc ra khong ndp phia sau Thanh Van nita, hoi
nguwong ngung: “Chi Thanh, em xin 16i.”

Thanh Van vo vo vai co ta: “Khong sao dau.”

A Nam cung anh trai anh n6i xong, quay dau lai néi véi Thanh Van va
hwéng dan Trwong: “Dén day di.”
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Két mot tiéng, ctta nha mé& ra. A Nam di dau, vao nha tredc tién.
Huwéng dan Truwong van hoi s¢ anh trai cia A Nam, di theo sat anh vao
trong nha. Chi con Thanh Van va anh trai cia A Nam & bén ngoai. Trudc
khi vao nha Thanh Van héi mét cau: “Xung ho thé nao?”

Anh trai A Nam ditng ngdy ra, giong nhu khong hiéu 16i Thanh Van
noi. Mai cho dén khi A Nam di ra ngoai lan nita, anh ta van nhin Thanh
Van cham cham nhw vay.

“Vao di.”

A Nam no6i v6i Thanh Van. Thanh Van khong nhin anh trai cia A
Nam nita, quay dau vao nha.

Nha A Nam két cau ba tang, vira vao nha la ngtti ngay thdy mui huong
g0, dai sanh chat day vat linh tinh. Bdi vi troi qua t6i, Thanh Van ciing
khong thay ro trong nha c6 nhitng gi. A Nam dan c6 vao nha, roi 1én tang
hai, di vong qua hanh lang gap khtc c6 hai can phong.

A Nam noi: “Hai nguwoi ¢ chung can phong nay. Bén canh la phong toi
va anh t0i.”

“Ba anh dau?”

“Ong khong & nha, & trong thanh phd, may ngay nita sé tré lai.”
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A Nam vira néi vira day ctta phong ra cho Thanh Van. Thanh Van
ngang dau nhin thay trén tran c6 béng den tuyp. C6 tim dwgc cong tac noi
clra, bat hai cai nhung khong cé dong tinh gi.

“Peén hu roi.”

A Nam vao phong, di thang dén ché mot chiéc thung 1én, 1ay thi gi d6
tir bén trong ra. Thanh Van cho rang la nén, két qua la den pin.

Van rat hién dai hoéa nhi.
“Cam lay di.”

A Nam bat tht hai cai, den pin con dung dvgc. Thanh Van bat 1én, soi
qua soi lai trong phong. Trong phong c6 mot chiéc giwong trong va mot cai
ban. Beén pin chiéu ra mot luoéng sang, trong dé thay dugc bui bam khé bay
lwon.

“Anh bao chung t6i ¢ day a?” — Thanh Van noi.

A Nam nhin c6 mot céi: “T6i cling da n6i la diéu kién khong t6t roi
N

mad.

“biéu kién to6t hay khong du sao anh cling phai cho ching t6i mot
chiéc chan chit. Troi rét thé nay bao ching téi ty 6m nhau swdi am a?”

“O, c6 chan chi.”

A Nam ra khéi phong, Thanh Van nghe thiy tiéng anh budc 16c coc
1én lau trong bong téi. Mot 14t sau, anh 6m chan trd lai.

Huéng dan Truong noéi: “Co gié lau khong?”

A Nam lai di ra ngoai, cdm miéng gié lau tr& lai. Hwéng dan Truong
nhan lay, lau van givdng mot lwgt. Co ta vira lau vira néi: “O khong bui
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bam lam.”
A Nam ditng bén canh nhin: “Phong nay thwong xuyén dugc lau don.”

Chay ca ngay duwong, ba nguwdi déu hoi moi mét. Thanh Van trdi chan
lén givong: “Puogc r6i, toi nay nghi ngoi trwedc da. Co chuyén gi ngay mai
noi sau.”

Thanh Van chi cdi do khoadc ngoai, mdc 4o len va quan di nga. Huéng
dan Truwong nam bén canh 6, cling mac nguyén quan ao.

Trén chan c6 vi am moc lanh lanh, Thanh Van chi kéo chan dén vai.
bém khuya yén lang, tuy mét nhoc ca ngay nhung ky la la sau khi Thanh
Van ndam xuong lai khong thady mét nita.

Huéng dan Trwong nhé giong héi Thanh Van: “Chi Thanh, chi nga
chwa?”

“Chwa.”

“Chi c6 cam thay ¢ day hon ron nguoi khong?”

Thanh Van cuoi cudi trong béng toi: “Rgn ngudi cho nao?”

“Em cling khong noi ro duoc...”

“U.” — Thanh Van tréu choc cd — “Phim ma déu quay ¢ mdy chd nay.”

Co noéi xong cam giac hwdng dan Trwong co rut lai trong chan, cuoi
khanh khach: “Tiéu Trwong, nhat gan vay khong dwoc dau.”

Huéng dan Trwong nhich dén gan Thanh Van, nhé giong noéi: “Chi
Thanh, chi khéng sg ma sao? Tt nhé em rat sg nghe chuyén ma, du biét la
gia nhung van sg.”
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“Vay sao?” — Thanh Van cham chap noi — “Vay bay gio em sg
khong?”

“Hoi hoi...”

Thanh Van gat dau: “Em nén sg.”

“Ha?”

“Bdi vi co nguoi dang ding ¢ ctra phong chung ta.”
“Aaaaal”

Huéng dan Truong hét 1én tham thiét, Thanh Van s¢ phién ha dén
nguoi trong ban, co ta vira cat tiéng kéu thi Thanh Van da bit miéng c6 ta
lai.

“Nho giong mot chut.”

Huéng dan Truwong ndp trong chan run rdy, Thanh Van vo vo co ta:
“Khong sao dau, dé chi di xem.”

Thanh Van budc xuong dat, di dén ctta day ra, nguwoi ditng bén ngoai
duwong nhw bi o lam giat minh. Thanh Van khoanh tay, than nhién noi: “Co
chuyén gi?”

Nguoi ding ngoai ctta chinh la anh trai cia A Nam, anh ta mac mot
chiéc 4o phao 16ng vii ci mau den, phia trén c6 vai manh va. Dang véc anh
ta cao rao giong A Nam nhung lai khong khoe manh nhuw anh. Nguwdoi hoi
khom, da mat ciing rat xdu, kho nitt né. Vira nhin da biét day la tang 16p
dwdi day xa hoi hang nam phai lao dong cyc kho kiém song.

Ma anh mat cda anh ta ciing rat ky la, nhin ngudi ta cham cham lai
nhu khong phai, miéng dau 1én nhv mudn néi chuyén. Cho du la dan cong
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lam lung vat va ciing khong trd nén giong nhw anh ta. Tinh than ngudi nay
chac chan hoi cé van de.

Thanh Van nghi dén day lién ndy sinh mot chut dé phong. Co dirng &
ctta nhin sang can phong bén trai, noi: “A Nam dau?”

Anh ta nghe thay, qua that phan ng hoi lau md&i thuan tay chi chi bén
dudi.

“Pang niu nudc...”

Tiéng néi anh ta hoi khan, rat ndng giong dia phuwong. Thanh Van nhin
ban tay anh ta gio 1én, dot ngén tay tho, c6 dau vét nit da.

“Anh tim bon tdi c6 viéc gi? A ding r6i, t6i con chwa biét tén anh?”

Thanh Van héi xong, cho anh ta day dua thoi gian suy nghi. Cudi cung
anh ta khé noi mot cau, Thanh Van khong nghe r6: “Chu Bong gi?”

“... Thanh.”

“A, Chu Pong Thanh.” — Thanh Van héi — “Anh 16n hon A Nam bao
nhiéu tu6i?”

Chu Bong Thanh cham chap gio tay 1én, dwa ra mot ngon.

“...” — Thanh Van khéng biét néi sao — “Anh 16n hon anh ta mot tuoi
hay mudoi tu6i?”

Chu Dong Thanh lac dau, phia sau anh ta bong c6 ngudi cat tiéng.
“Anh toi 16n hon toi mot gio, chung toi la sinh doi.”

Keém theo 16i néi, A Nam da di dén phia sau Chu Bong Thanh. Hai
nguwoi cao xap xi nhau, A Nam gio tay, Chu Déng Thanh dwa mt mén do
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den thui cho anh, sau dé bo di.

“Sinh do6i?” — Trong khodnh khdac A Nam xuat hién, Thanh Van yén
tam lai, sau dé héi tirng cau tirng chit — “Anh chac ch&?”

A Nam cam mon do trong tay 1én, d6 la mot tii nwéce plastic. Tay con
lai A Nam dang xach mot cai siéu, anh dat siéu nwéc qua bén canh, siéu
nuwdc boc hoi néng luon 10.

Thanh Van di dén, cam tii chwdm néng gitip anh. A Nam cam siéu lén
dinh rét nwéc vao trong do.

“Anh d6 cho ding nhé. Lam béng t6i la khong tra tién an ¢ dau day.”

(13 »
see

Khong c6 dén chiéu sang nhung A Nam roét rat chinh xac, chang hé
vang ra mot giot nwdc nao. Trong qua trinh dong nwdc néng d6 xudng,
Thanh Van lai héi anh: “M6i vira ro6i anh noéi that a? Anh va anh trai anh la
sinh doi ha?”

“U.” — A Nam khé néi — “That.”

“Vay tai sao anh ta lai nhw vay?”

A Nam nguwdc mat liéc nhin c6: “Nhw thé nao?”
“Nhin nuwdc di.”

A Nam cti dau, Thanh Van than nhién n6i: “C6 phai tinh than anh trai
anh c6 van dé khong?”

A Nam khong tra 16i, giong nhw khong muén néi nhiéu, Thanh Van
cling khéng héi nita. Tui nwéc khong dé day lam, A Nam that lai r6i dwa
cho Thanh Van, néi: “Pat & cudi givdng, trong ndi lanh.”
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A Nam néi xong lién dinh di, Thanh Van tya vao khung ctra noéi:
“Sang mai nau chut nwdc néng cho t6i.”

A Nam quay dau, khong nhin thay ro6 bong dang Thanh Van trong dém
toi.

“To6i muodn tam...”

Tiéng ndi cua c6 nhe nhang bay bong giong nhw 16ng vii mau den bay
lo Itrng trong trong nui rirng r6i lang 1€ roi xuéng dat theo hanh dong co6
quay di. Thanh Van mé& dén pin 1én, thady huwéng dan Triong nam nup trong
chan chi chtra hai mat.

“Lam gi vay?” — Thanh Van vtra noi vua di qua, ddt tai chwom nong
vao cudi chan theo 16i A Nam baéo.

“Chi Thanh, sao anh cuaa anh ta lai thich hu doa ngwoi khac nhw vay?”
Thanh Van nam dai trén giwong, dap kin chan, néi: “Ngu di.”

Lan qua I16n lai mot hoi, noi méi mét khi ndy tran vé, Thanh Van va
hwéng dan Treong nhanh chéng ngt thiép di.
Sang sdm hom sau, Thanh Van bi céi lanh lam tinh gidc. Tdi chwom

nong duwdi chan da ngudi tir 1au, trong chan van con chit am ap, nhwng mat
va c0 16 ra ngoai da lanh cong.

Givong qua cing, ngi khong thodi mai. Thanh Van ngéi ddy, cam
thdy sau lwng giong nhw bi dong dinh. Lic c6 van ngudi liéc thdy huéng
dan Truwong van nam bén canh.

“Tiéu Truong?”
Huéng dan Trwong con dang ngu, chan may hoi cau lai trong giac mo,

hé miéng thd tirng hoi titng hoi, con bat chgt hit mii. Thanh Van cam thay
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khong dung lam. Co6 dwa tay dén so tran hwéng dan Truwong.
Bi cam roi.

Thanh Van nhanh chéng rdi givdng, mdc quan do vao xong thi huéng
dan Trrong cling mo mo mang mang tinh lai.

“Chi Thanh.”

CoO ta cit 10i, rat nang giong mii. Thanh Van di dén bén canh, kéo
chan Ién cao mot chut cho co ta.

“Em cam thay thé nao? Chi thdy hinh nhw em bj cam r6i, hoi néng.”
Huéng dan Truong khan khan néi: “Em bi cam...”

Thanh Van néi: “Em nam di, chi di xem c6 thuéc cam hay khong?”
“Chi Thanh...”

Thanh Van vita dgm budc, hwéng dan Trwong da goi c6 lai. Cé quay
dau, nhin thay hwéng dan Truwong day khan thiét nhin co.

“Trur... tr tién sao...?”

Thanh Van cadm thay hoi v6 ly: “Me oi, em bi Chu Béng Nam lay
bénh ha? Pang hoang nam do cho chi.”

Co day cwra ra, thoang chdc cai lanh trong nidi bao pha toan than.
Gidng nhv mot con song 16n danh vao da thit, lan téa khap cad ngudi. Budc
chan von hoi nhanh cling dan dan cham lai.

Khéi trang boc lén & trong goc dudi lau, cé 1€ la A Nam dang nau
nuoc.
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Pém da tan hét, cd ban dan toc Pong hién ro dwdi anh sang ban ngay.
Néu néi dém qua ban lang nhw bi phu mot 16p sa den, thi hién gio gidong
nhw gi6 da thoi 16p sa do6 bay di, cho nguwdi ta nhin thay rd bic tranh thuy
mdc mo nhat bén dwédi. Tuy buat phap khong tinh té€ 1am, chi tiét cling khong
linh dong, nhung lai dang quy & cho chan that, chan that vo cung.

Budc chan Thanh Van cham dan, ¢6 di xuoéng lau, qua nhién A Nam
dang nau nwdc. Cho ndu nuwdc & ngoai phong, A Nam dat mot chiéc ghé
nho, trén d6 c6 mét binh nwdc néng. Civa tang mot dang md rong, trong
goc ctra 16 ra mot sgi day cot ctra lai, day dién ndu nwéc néng cam & phia
trén.

A Nam khoanh tay twa vao van ctra, cti dau nhin siéu nwéc dang boc
khoi. C6 1€ vi & nha, anh da cdi chiéc 4o jacket ra, doi sang mot bo quan do
sach khac. Trang phuc nay chac la trang phuc thwong ngay ctia dan toc bon
anh. Ao mau den tuyén, hai vat 40 md ra, dai hon 4o binh thwdng mét chuit,
qua that lung nita thwéc. Quan cling mau den, la chiéc quan vai thd 6ng
ding thong thuwong. Anh van mang doi giay luc trude.

Anh dang xuat than, hoan toan khong chu y dén Thanh Van da xuong
lau. Cho nén ct thé, anh nhin binh nwéc con c6 nhin anh. That ra thi co
cling khong biét minh dang nhin céai gi. Anh khong dep trai hon, ciing
khong trang ra. Anh ding twa lung vao canh ctra, bgi vi tay khoanh lai nén
lvng 4o anh cang ra, hién rdo mot duong hoi cong. Mat anh van khong cé
biéu cam gi, d6i m6i ngdm lai, mat nhin vao binh nwdc sap soi.

Nuéc da anh van den nhu cii nhwng dwong nhu lai ¢6 nét khac. Khuon
mat ma co van luén mang ra tréu choc sudt ca quang dwong phoi véi ban
lang xwa cii, nuii non xanh biéc thé nay lai khién ngwoi ta c6 mot cam giac
trong vang dang sg.

Co 1é y nghia qué huong la day. Anh ¢ noi nay chung quy khong
giong va@i anh khi ¢ nhitng noi khac.
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Thanh Van khé nghiéng dau, co cam thdy A Nam dugc ton 1én bai nii
non nay, bdi ban lang cii k§ nay, tham chi 1a béi bo quan o t6i den nhw
muc nay. Co6 diéu co lai khong hé cé cdm giac kinh ngac.

Thanh Van cam thdy A Nam giong nhv mén com lam, con la loai
chwa chin kia. N6 kho khoc, cing ngac khién nguoi ta khong thé nao thich
noi, nhung thinh thodng ngudi ta dang trao tam huyét ké gan vao noé lai
ngtri thdy hvong thom téa qua khe 6ng tric.

Hién tai Thanh Van da ngwi thdy hwong thom do roi.
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A NAM
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Chuong 17
Co di dén bén canh A Nam, rot cudc anh cting chu y dén co.
“Day roi a?”
“U, nha anh c6 thuéc cam khong?”
A Nam thang ngudi 1én nhin c6: “Co bi cam a?”

Thanh Van lac dau: “Khong phai t6i, 1a hwéng dan Trwong. Cé thé do
ngu bi lanh cong thém con bi anh trai anh doa sg.” — C6 vira néi vira liéc
nhin A Nam — “Anh cta anh luon nhv vay a?”

Anh méit A Nam lai nhin vao siéu nuéc, 1ic dau khé néi: “Khong dau.”

“Tim thudc trwdc di, c6 dy van con nam trén lau.” — Thanh Van héi
anh — “Co6 thu6c khong?”

“U, dé t6i xem thi.”

Truwdce khi A Nam di, nwdc da soi len. Anh chi chi vao trong nha noi:
“Pa ndu may am roi, chac da da dé co tam, bén trong c6 bén va khan, con
ca do mua cho c6... To6i di ldy thu6c cho hwéng dan Truong.”

Thanh Van biu méi: “P6 gi mua cho t6i?”

A Nam li€c c6 mot cai r6i quay nguwdi 1én lau. Thanh Van cudi ché
nhao roi ty nhac &m vao phong.
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Ban dan toc Bong nay xa khu vue thanh thi, dwong nhw théi quen sinh
hoat cling hoi khac v6i nguoi hién dai. Nha A Nam khong cé phong tam,
chi c6 mot khoang trong duwgc che chan xung quanh chirng bon mét vuong,
bén trong dat mot chau go, bén canh chau go c6 mot thung 16n, bén trong la
nuwéc nong. Tam van go bén canh cé dong dinh dé tién treo d6. Thanh Van
nhin sang, tong cong c6 bon cay dinh, cdy dau tién treo khan tam, cdy thi
hai treo quan 16t va do nguc.

Xem ra hai moén do 16t la dong bo, chat lwgng binh thuwong, khéng ban
dén kiéu dang, chi thay la mau do dén cho6i mat.

Thanh Van di qua, gio tay 1én, ngén tay thon dai ctia c6 moc 14y chiéc
ao nguc gio 1én nhin. Bong nhién c6 thdy dugc gi d6. Thanh Van nghiéng
dau nhin thdy ntta cai dau 10 ra phia sau tam van go.

Chu Bong Thanh.

Hinh nhw da 1au anh ta chwa goi dau, téc hoi bong dau, trén mat cling
lam lem. Lic nay anh ta dang kéo ctra ra nhin vao trong.

Thanh Van nhin anh ta, anh ta cling nhin Thanh Van cham cham
khong chép mat.

Cudi cung Thanh Van gio chiéc do nguc kia nhin vé phia Chu Bong
Thanh, n6i: “Em trai anh thich kiéu nay a?”

Anh méit Chu Pong Thanh dai ra, cing khong biét 1a c6 hiéu cau héi
cta Thanh Van hay khéng. Anh ta khong phu nhan ciing chang lac dau.

Thanh Van dong dwa chiéc 4o nguc tredc mat anh ta, cudi néi: “Nguoi
kho khan nhw vay khong ngo trong long lai hv hong dén thé. Ciing khong
phai la ndm tudi, mdc ryc rd nhue vay lam gi.”
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Chu Bong Thanh van im lang. Thanh Van dat chiéc do nguc xuong, di
vai budc dén gan anh ta. Dwong nhw Chu Pong Thanh sg hai muén bé di,
Thanh Van goi anh ta lai: “DPung di, t6i hoi anh mot vai chuyén.”

Chu Bong Thanh nhin Thanh Van cham cham. Thanh Van ditng cach
anh ta hai budc chan, ngang dau nhin anh ta néi: “Em trai anh tirng cé
nguoi phu ni* nao khong?”

Lic nay Chu Pong Thanh khéng do dy, anh ta nhanh chéng gat dau:
‘(Cé.)’

Sac mat Thanh Van khong thay doi, néi: “Bay gio thi sao?”
Chu Pong Thanh suy nghi mot 14t roi lac dau.

“Trwdc kia c6.” — Anh ta suy nghi, lai 10 ra vé mdt vo cung chan ghét,
néi dit quang: “Co gai do... xau xa.”

Lic Chu Bong Thanh néi dén chit xdu xa thi nghién rang rat manh,
giong nhu vo cung han co ta.

“A.” — Thanh Van than nhién gat dau, dan dit anh ta titng chut tirng
chut — “Co gai kia xau xa thé nao?”

Chu Bong Thanh chun mii: “Ké lwa gat.”
“Lura gat cai gi?”
“Ké ltra gat.”

“...” — Thanh Van cam thay héi nhv vay khong cé két qud, bén doi deé
tai — “Em trai anh biét c6 ta khi nao?”

Chu Bong Thanh lai ngo ngéc, giong nhuw dang nhé lai.
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“... Rat nhiéu nam vé trudc.”

“Rat nhiéu nam la nam nao? Anh ta hai mwoi bay tudi con chwa két
hén, thudc dang hiém hoi trong dan toc thiéu s6 do.”

Chu Pong Thanh ri mat: “C& sau bay nam.”

“Sau bdy nam?” — Thanh Van that sy khong ngd dén con so nay, cau
may lai — “Chi c6 mot nguoi thoi a, sau nay khong co6 ai nita sao?”

Chu bong Thanh lai 10 ra vé madt chan ghét, oan han noi: “Co ta hai A

»

Nam.

Thanh Van khong ndi tiép, c6 nhin ra Chu Pong Thanh van con chwa
néi hét.

“Co0 ta Itra hét tién cua A Nam.”

Thanh Van a mét tiéng khong biét cé y gi, cdm gidc ban than hoi buon
CUOi.

“Lira tién a? Day doi vdi anh ta ma néi qua that la sét danh gitra troi
quang ma.” — Co ta nhin Chu Pong Thanh lai hdi — “Vay con anh, t6i nghe

A Nam n6i anh két hon ro6i, vg anh dau?”

Co héi xong nhitng 10i nay, thdy anh mat Chu Pong Thanh cang dai ra
hon. Vé mat lai v6 cung kho khan, giong nhu dang suy tw mot van dé ma ca
doi nay cling nghi khéng thau vay.

Anh ta 1Jam bam gi do6 trong miéng, tat ca déu la tiéng dan toc Dong,
Thanh Van chang hiéu lay mét cau.
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Anh ta ty néi tham quai di nhw vy mot hoi, lai bong quat to 1én, tirng
tiéng lai ti'ng tiéng.

Thanh Van lui vé phia sau mot buwdc, tay dat 1én ctta, chuan bi bé di
bat ctt lic nao.

Ngoai ctta truyén dén tiéng budc chan don dap, Thanh Van mé civa ra,
nhin thdy bong dang A Nam thoang choc da di dén day. Anh 6m lay Chu
bong Thanh ttr phia sau, kéo anh ta ra ngoai.

Hai ngudi néi chuyén & phia sau tdim van go, tuy Thanh Van khong
hiéu tiéng noi cta ho, nhung c6 van nhan ra dugc tiéng ctia A Nam. Tiéng
A Nam khong cao khong thap, cling khong qua khan trrong, giong nhuw rat
quen véi tinh huoéng tredc mat. Mot lat sau tiéng n6i nhé dan. Chu Bong
Thanh di ra ti phia sau, cting khong nhin dén Thanh Van, ct thé di thang ra
khoi phong.

A Nam dirng phia sau anh ta, sau khi nhin anh ta roi di mé6i noi voi
Thanh Van: “Khong doa co chid?”

Thanh Van néi: “Sao lai thé?”

A Nam méap may mdi, Thanh Van lai néi: “It nhat phai néi cho t6i biét
mdy chuyén kiéng ky, ching t6i von dang n6i chuyén rat binh thuwong.”

A Nam nhin ra ngoai, hit sdu mot hoi, quay dau lai n6i: “Vo anh ay.”

“Vo anh ta thé nao?”

“Bo theo nguoi khac.”

...” —Thanh Van ha h6c mom, cham chap néi — “Nha bon anh...”

Co0 néi duwgec mot nivra, A Nam nhin c6: “Ha?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Khong c6 gi.” — Khong nén cham dau vao lira.

Thanh Van cdi 4o khoac ra, néi: “T6i muodn tam, anh tim dugc thu6e
chwa?”

“C0 ta da uong thuoc roi, bay gio dang ngu, chac la khong sao dau.”
Thanh Van déng ctra lai Ian nita: “Khéng sao 1a t6t roi. A, ding 16i...”

Trwdc khi Thanh Van dong ctra lai, 16 ra doi mat qua khe cita, no6i véi
A Nam: “Kiéu dang tam dwgc.”

(13 »
see

Thanh Van c6i quan 4o ra, nhung trong nhdy mat phat hién trong
phong da khong c6é cho nao dé treo do nita. Hai cay dinh cudi cung bi co
treo 4o khoac va quan r6i, 4o len va 4o 16t khong c6 cho treo.

Thanh Van g6 go cwa: “Bi chwa?”

Bén ngoai rat an tinh, Thanh Van khéng muon rdi xa thung nwéc néng
dang boc hoi nghi ngut, c6 nghi c6 nén vit thang xuéng dat hay khong.

Prung lic ¢6 dang tinh toan do cao cia tdm van, tiéng néi A Nam khé
khang vang 1én: “Ha?”

Thanh Van quay dau: “Anh con ¢ bén ngoai a?”
“Con.”
“Cam do giuap t6i, hét cho treo r6i.”

Thanh Van nghe thay tiéng budc chan dirng & civa. Co vat 4o len 1én, @
bén kia A Nam kéo xudng. Thanh Van cé@i do gitt dm vat lén, A Nam lai
kéo xudng.
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Cudi cung chi con lai mét chiéc do nguc trén tay Thanh Van. Pay la
mot chiéc 4o nguc dwgc lam thu cong. Nén xanh ngoc, théu hoa van mau
den, bén dwdi hinh trai tim.

“Con nita khong?” — A Nam hoi bén kia canh ctra.

Thanh Van ding sau tdm van bén nay, ca ngwdi tran truéng. A Nam va
c6 chi cach mot canh cita, c6 suy nghi roi vat chiéc do nguc 1én... Nhung
c6 khong hé tha tay ra, ngén tré ¢6 moc vao day 4o nguwc. A Nam khong
biét, kéo mot cai lai kéo khong qua. Anh cho rang bi vieéng ¢ dau dé roi
nén lai kéo thém mot cai nita. Di nhién van kéo khong qua. Thanh Van
cwoi tham. Co giong nhw dap lai anh, ngoén tay nhe kéo lai hai cai.

Co cling khong kéo qua. Co cam giac dugc ap luc dugi ngon tay. Co
khong biét & bén kia anh dang nam chiéc 4o ngwc nay nhu thé nao. C6 1€ 1a
anh cling dung mot ngon tay moc vao day ao nguc.

Sau khi Thanh Van kéo lai hai cai roi tha long tay ra. Chiéc do nguc
mang theo lyc dan hoi bi A Nam kéo qua.

Yén tinh trong choc lat, sau canh ctra vang l1én giong néi rau i cta
anh: “... Con nita khong?”

“Hét r6i.”
“Vay t6i di day, quan ao toi dé trén ghé, toi sé dong k§ ctra phong, c6
tam xong c® di thang ra ngoai la dugc.”

“Blrdc,”

Trang bi don so, Thanh Van danh nhanh thang nhanh. Bat ké hoan
canh thé nao, trong thoi tiét rét muwét noi day chi can duge tdm nwdc néng,
tay sach mo héi va bui bam trén ngwoi luon khién ngudi ta cam thay thoai
mai.
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Thung nuwéc tréng nhé nhung qua that da tam rita. Thanh Van tam
xong, lau kho ngudi, 1y xuéng bo do 16t A Nam mua trong man hoi nwéc
dang boc 1én mu mit. Qua that chat lwgng binh thwong, chat vai rat cing,
hoi ca vao da.

Sau khi mdc xong, Thanh Van ddy ctta ra. Trong phong yén lang
khong c6 mot bong nguoi.

Thanh Van médc xong quan o, lau kho nuwéc trén chan,ré6i mang giay
du lich vao. C6 lai quay ngudi di vao trong cho tam, bung nwdc néng con
du ra ngoai, d6 vao chiu rira mat.

A Nam dang thu don do6 dac, thdy c6 di ra ngoai bén héi co: “Tam
xong roi ha?”

Thanh Van néi: “Van chwa, cho toi goi dau da.”

Co thdy A Nam cam d6 trong tay, vira khom luwng vira héi: “Anh dang
lam gi vay?”

“Thu don mat chat, 1au 1am ro6i t6i khong vé nha.”
“Anh cua anh dau?”

“Pi ra ngoai r6i.”

“Anh ta nhu vay sao anh cé thé dé anh ta di ra ngoai?”

A Nam nhin sang, mai téc den cua Thanh Van da nhung vao nudc, co
nham mat lai néi chuyén véi anh: “Khong sao, ngudi trong ban cling biét
nén noi gi voi anh t6i.”

“Anh cua anh rat yéu chi dau anh a?”

Mot lat sau A Nam mdi tra 1oi: “Rat yéu.”
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Thanh Van cwoi khé mot tiéng, tiép tuc goi dau.
Co0 thay nwdc hai lan, noi nay gioi nwdc rat tién, vira gidi ra ctira nuwéc
da chdy xuong theo swon ndi. Thanh Van goi dau xong, vat khan 1én dau,

ditng day.

CO nghiéng dau thdy A Nam da thu don xong, hinh nhw muén di ra
ngoai.

“Anh di dau?” — Co hoi.

“Pi tham cay trong.”

“Cay gi?”

“Duong Mai.”

“Nha c4c ngudi c6 cdy Duong Mai a? An ngon khong?”

A Nam nhin c6 mot cai: “Hién tai chac chan khéng co6 trai, t6i chi di
tham thoi.”

“To6i di v&i anh.” — Thanh Van than nhién néi — “Anh dgi toi mot
chut.”

Thanh Van tré vé phong, xem tinh trang ctia hwéng dan Trwong. Co ta
da b6t nong, dang ngdy kho. Thanh Van viét td gidy dat bén géi co ta, sau
dé mac 4o khoac xuéng lau.

“Pi thoi.”
A Nam liéc nhin c06, néi: “Cho mot chut.”
“Cho cai gi?”

“Tdc co con chua kho.”
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HOm nay thoi tiét rat t6t, mat troi treo cao, Thanh Van mgi vira tam
rita xong khong hé cam thay lanh.

“Vura di vira hong kho.”

Thanh Van theo A Nam ra khoi ban di chéch vé hwdng Bac. Ping trén
swon nui nhin xuéng bén dwdi cé vai manh ruéng bac thang nho nhé, c6
diéu hinh nhw da qua mua vy, hién tai khong cé thu hoach.

A Nam dan c6 di sau vao trong ndi, Thanh Van cii dau nhin con
duong nho hep dwdi chan, cling la do nguoi di mai ma thanh. Anh di tw tw,
im lang su6t quang dwong. BDuong nui khong dé di, Thanh Van néi phia sau
anh: “Sao khong lam duong?”

“Chi c6 vai ho gia dinh di qua phia bén nay, khong can lam.”
“Nha anh c6 bao nhiéu cay Duong Mai?”
“Khong nhiéu lam.”

Ho di qua mot manh dat, hai bén déu la nhanh cdy moc lia chia, A
Nam vén ra y bdo Thanh Van di qua trwéc. Thanh Van di dén bén canh anh,
nhe choc choc anh: “Con rat ga lang ddy nhi.”

bi khong bao xa da dén khu dat, Thanh Van nhin cham cham cai goi
la ” ritng cdy Duong Mai” kia, khong khoi cau may. Mot manh dat trong
rong 16n chi trong c6 muwdi may cdy. Ma cdy con moc khong twoi tot, 1a
diéu tan, r cyp xubéng nhanh cdy, giong nhw dd mdy van nam khong ai
cham séc vay. Gié thoi qua nhitng canh cay gay tro nhe nhang dong dua,
trong thé nao ciling déu la vé xo xac.

“Nha anh chac chan day la cdy Duwong Mai sao?” — Thanh Van hoi
nguoi bén canh.
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A Nam di xudng, vira di vira gat dau: “U’.”
“Trong giong cay xuwong rong a?”

A Nam da quen v@i viéc bi co tréu choc, chi khé noi: “Khong.”
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“Pay la sao?” — Thanh Van hoéi — “Manh dat 16n nhw thé chi trong c6
vai cay thé nay thoi a?”

A Nam néi: “Khong c6 ai cham séc.”

Anh vira néi vira di xuong, lai nhac nhé Thanh Van can than. May cay
con lai cling khéong tuwoi tot, nhanh cay kho héo, con c6 cay xiéu veo nhw
sap ngd. Sau khi ho dén gan, A Nam lay thit mot than cdy, roi xuéng vai
chiéc la.

Thanh Van khong nhin dwoc néi: “Chon nay cling qua nghéo nan roi.”

A Nam khé néi: “L& ra c6 rat nhiéu cay. O day khong it nguoi trong
Duwong Mai, ltc trwde trong nha cling trong duwgc vai nam.”

“Co6 kiém ra tién khong?”
“Clng tam.”

Thanh Van ditng bén canh cay, vira trong ra canh nui xa xam vtra tan
gau vdi anh: “Da kiém ra tién sao bay gio khong lam nita?”

“Toi khong @ nha, ba toi cling thwong xuyén di ra ngoai, rirng cay
trong nha déu do anh t6i cham séc...”

Anh bé ltrng cau noi, Thanh Van da doan dugc phia sau: “Sau khi chi
dau anh bé trén anh ta khéng cham séc nita ha?”
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D6 cling 1a mot bién c6 16n trong nha nhuwng khi A Nam nhé lai vé
mat van than nhién. Thanh Van khong biét la thoi gian da lam phai mo tat
ca hay la chinh ban than anh la ngwdi lanh nhat. Chang biét tai sao, Thanh
Van hi vong anh la treong hgp trudce.

A Nam im lang mot hoi lai noéi: “Anh t6i rat yéu chi ta.” — Noi xong
anh lai b6 sung mot cau — “Rat yéu, rat yéu...”

Thanh Van khong lén tiéng, A Nam vo vo cdy Dwong Mai kho héo,
noi: “Chi ta khong phai la nguoi trong ban chung toi, anh toi quen chi ta &
ngoai. Sau khi gad dén day chwa dén mot nam thi da bé di, n6i gi cling
khong chiu ¢ lai.”

A Nam thuan tay bé mot nhanh cay nho, lai noi: “Sau khi chi ta bo di,
anh t6i van tim chij ta trong nui rat nhiéu ngay khong tré vé nha. Sau do
trong nha cam thay bt 6n, ngudi ca ban dé x06 di tim giip. Lic tim dwgc
anh t6i da dya vao ritng cdy Dwong Mai nay ngét xiu. Nguoi trong ban dwa
anh t6i dén bénh vién, sau khi tinh lai thi dau 6c da nhu vay. Binh thwong
khong sao, chi c6 lic nghi dén vg thi anh t6i méi phat bénh. Néu khong ai
nhdac thi anh t6i sé khong nghi dén.”

A Nam nhin vé phia Thanh Van: “Nguoi trong ban rat chiéu c6 dén
anh t6i, khong bao gio nhac dén ngudi dan ba kia trdc mat anh ay.”

Thanh Van néi: “Khong tim thdy ngwoi dan ba do ha?”
“Van khong c6 tin tirc.”

“Khong c6 bao canh sat a?”

“Bao roi, canh sat néi khong tim dwgc.”

Thanh Van a mot tiéng, méc ra mot diéu thudc trong tii 4o, cham lira.
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“Cling ding, phu nit that sy d@ muon di thi sé khong thé nao tim
duwgc.” — C6 nha khoi thudc, anh mat 1o dang nhin vao noi cach d6 khong
Xa.

Noi dé 1a m6t con kénh, hai bén déu la dwong doc, trong kénh c6 dong
nwdc nhé dang chdy. N6 khong rong, chi chirng hai mét. Biém cuén hut
Thanh Van khong phai la con kénh nay ma la kién tric trén né. Vai tam go
bac qua dong nuwdc nho, bén dwdi cé vai cay cot doi két cau bén trén nho
1én giong nhw mot chiéc cau.

Nhung né khac véi cau binh thwong la bén trén cé nhitng dinh chép
nhon, giong nhw vai ngon thap nho.

“DP6 la gi?” — Thanh Van hat hat cam.
A Nam nhin vé phia c6 ra hiéu, tra 10i: “Cau Phong Vii.”
Thanh Van khé doc lai cai tén nay mot lan: “Cau Phong Vii...”

Cob quay dau lai n6i v6i A Nam: “Anh kiém tra cdy Dwong Mai xong
chwa?”

“Sao ha?”
“Pén do6 xem thir.”
A Nam néi: “Pé la mot cay cau cii, khéng c6 gi dé xem.”

Thanh Van da cat budc, vira di vira néi: “Can c theo tiéu chuan caa
ban anh, cdy cau cii nay c6 thé xem la thang canh loai A do6.”

(13 »

Thanh Van budc di tir tir, A Nam nhin theo bong luwng c6 mot hoi cudi
cung cat budc di theo.

https://thuviensach.vn



Thoat nhin cau Phong Vii khong xa, nhung di dén qua that hoi ton
cong sttc. Thanh Van dui diéu thuéc da hit xong, vin cdy moc bén swon nui
di xudng.

A Nam & phia sau ¢6 néi: “Co can than mot chut.”

Thanh Van w, kéo tay 4o lén, bat 1ay than cay di xuéng swon doc. bi
xuong doc kha mat thang bang, cod cat tirng budc tirng budc, bat lday mot
cay khac vin chac lai.

Lic c6 dang tim mot cho dé dat chan, trong tim mat bong xuat hién
mot ban tay.

Thanh Van nguwéc mat, liéc nhin nguwdi dan 6ng vira méi vuot qua cod
tlr trén xudng dudi.

“T0oi diu co di.” — A Nam noi.

Thanh Van nhoén moi, thang nguwdi ddy, dua tay ra. A Nam nam tay
cd. Anh rat quen thudc con dwong nay, di xuéng doéc vitng vang, nho co
anh diu ma Thanh Van rat dé dang di xuéng swon ndi.

Pén khi xuéng bén dudi, A Nam budng tay c6 ra, nhung Thanh Van
chang hé tha tay ra ngay ma doi thanh c6 nam tay anh, trong lwgng 1ap tirc
nang hon rat nhiéu. Thanh Van khong nam lau, chi nhe nam mot cai r6i tha
ra.

A Nam gio tay 1én, thdy Thanh Van dang nhin anh nhuw cwdi nhw
khong, anh nhanh chéng doi anh mat di. Thanh Van di ngang qua anh,
buwdc dén cay cau Phong Vii.

Cha trach sao A Nam no6i day chi la cay cau cii. Bung la cii that, than
cau lam bang go, da kha lau nam, ma giita khe hé nhitng tdm van con moc
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day cé dai. Chac han cay cau nay da 1au khong c6 ai di. Nhung n6 khong hé
c6 vé “khdng c6 gi dé xem” nhuw A Nam néi.

Thanh Van di 1én cau, nhin dong nwdc nhé bén dwdi. That ra thi mot
con kénh nho nhw vay chi can bac vai tam van qua la dugc, can gi xay cau?
Cay cau tuy nho nhung khéng phai loai dugc tuy tién xay 1én. Thanh Van
ngang dau nhin két cau phitc tap cta dinh cau.

A Nam & bén canh no6i: “Nghe néi may ngudi xwa trong ban xdy, gan
ca tram nam ro6i.”

Thanh Van quay dau lai, than nhién néi: “Do6t nhién lam hwéng dan
vién du lich, t6i khong thich ¢ng kip dau.”

A Nam im lang. Thanh Van ngoi lén thanh cau: “Gidn théi! Tro
chuyén mét chat di. Cay cau nay dung dé lam gi?”

“Che mua che gio.”
“Hitu hiéu khong?”
“Hitu hiéu.”

May che kin mat trdi, bau trgi t6i di mot chat. Thanh Van tya vao cot
g0, cho du khong mang giay cao got, chan cta c6 thoat nhin van thon dai
nhu cii. Co hoi hat cam 1én, dau twa vao c6t nhin A Nam.

“Me anh mat bao lau roi?”
A Nam no6i: “Muoi may nam roi.”
“Ba anh khong tuc huyén sao?”

A Nam liéc nhin c6, w that khé.
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Thanh Van khé cuwoi: “T6i nén ndi dan 6ng nha anh déu si tinh hay la
nén noi duyén s6é dan 6ng nha anh qua kém nhi?”

A Nam ciing twa vao thanh cau, thuan miéng noéi: “Khong biét.”
Thanh Van vu6t vuot toc, cham mot diéu thudc.

“Vay con anh?” — Thanh Van lang lang nhin A Nam — “Bay gid anh
van con chg ban géi anh sao?”

A Nam quay dau. Gié that to. Thanh Van chac la sé cdm thdy lanh, bé&i
vi téc c6 van chuwa kho han. Luc gi6 thoi téc co bay 1én dudng nhw ¢ vé
hoi ndng né. Cudi cung lon téc con am w6t nhe nhang dinh vao khée moi
dang cwoi cia cd, dudi toc hoi wét, den tuyén nhw nhung.

CoO yén lang, doi cau tra 10i ctia anh. Mot hoi lau A Nam khé noi:
“Toi khong doi co ay...”
“Vay tai sao khong tim c6 gai khac?”

A Nam quay dau lai, nhin san cdy cau, than nhién n6i: “Khéng vi sao

ca.”
“Ban gai trudc day cua anh thé nao?”
“Rat xinh dep.”
“Xinh dep cd nao?”

(13 »
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A Nam khong biét dang suy nghi gi, Thanh Van tw tv ditng day di dén
gan anh, khé noi: “So vdi téi thi sao...”
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Mot con gié nii thoi tir dau bén nay qua dén dau bén kia, xuyén suot
cd cau Phong Vii. A Nam cham chi nhin mat dat, gidng nhuw & khe hé tam
van go c6 hoa nd vay.

“Co ay rat dep.” — Anh lai néi.

Thanh Van ding bén canh anh, giong néi diém nhién nhw khong.

“Pa bdy nam roi, can ban la anh da quén mat c6 ta trong nhu thé nao.
Pung c6 ty minh don phuong niva.”

A Nam im lang.

“N6i cho t6i nghe vé ban gai cia anh di, nghe no6i c6 ta ltra tién anh a?
Lira bao nhiéu tién?”

“... Khong bao nhiéu.”

“Anh con nhd co6 ta khong?”

A Nam im lang, &nh mat nhw nhin xuyén qua san cau, tr6i vé phia hw
vO. Qua mot hoi ma@i cham rai cat 10i: “Co ay la nhiép anh gia, Iic do6 dén
Quy Chau chup mot bo tdc pham vé dan toc thiéu s6. Khi d6 ching toi

quen nhau, sau do c6 ay roi di.”

Cau chuyén rat don gian. Thanh Van lo dang thoang liéc mat: “Nghé
thuat gia.”

Co gio tay lén khé nghich toc bén tai cia A Nam. Vwa bi cham vao
noi nhay cadm trén tai, A Nam quay dau lai. Puong nét anh duwong nhw sau
hon thuong ngay. Tay Thanh Van khong budng xudng, hvong thom trén
nguoi c6 lwgn 10 gitta hai nguwdi hg. Khong biét mui hwong kia dugc gi thic
day, cang lic cang nong.

“Trong bay nam nay anh ting c6 ban gai khac khong?”
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Tiéng no6i 6 cang ngay cang khé, nhung lai cang lic cang ro rang.
Giong nhu da loc hét tit ca tap am khong can thiét, titng chit déu doi thang
vao tai anh. A Nam cti st dau khong néi 10i nao.

Thanh Van ung dung néi: “Anh khong tim ban gai c6 phai la vi khong
quéen dugce co ta dung khong?”

“... Co gai d6 co doc.”
Qua that 1au sau, A Nam néi mot cau khong dau khéng dudi.

Thanh Van khong nghe rd, lién nhin vé phia anh. A Nam lai néi lan
nita: “Co gai kia c6 doc.”

Co gai kia c6 doc. Nghe qua duong nhuw hoi buon cwdi. Nhung vao
tinh cadnh nay, anh néi ra 16i binh nhw vay ngu y ciing chang phdi la chuyén
gi dang cuwoi cd. Trong d6 c6 vai phan oan gian, vai phan bat dac di, tham
chi trong d6 chon gidu vai phan khen nggi. Tat ca déu dugc nghe thiy rd
rang.

Nhuwng Thanh Van khong buon dé y. Anh da trdi qua chuyén thé nao,
co6 khong dé y cting khong c6 hitng thu. Toan bd sttc chi y cia co6 déu dat ¢
noi khac.

Ngoén tay Thanh Van trugt xuong khéi mai téc kho ciing cia A Nam,
cham vao 10 tai anh lan nita. Vanh tai anh mém mai, vira cham vao da khé
nhtuc nhich.

Trong nhay mat tay c6 bi nam ldy. Tay anh rat 1én va néng hon tay c6.
Thanh Van nhin tay anh, lai nhin 4nh mat anh, than nhién n6i: “Lam dau t6i
16i.”

Giong ndi c6 van giong vdi khi ndy, vé mat ciling khong thay doi,
khién ngwoi ta khong phan biét duwgc that gia trong do.
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A Nam that sy nam qué chat, tay cta anh dang run 1én. Anh nhin c6
chdam cham. Co cling nhin vao mat anh, 4nh mat rat ro rang.

Dong nhiét néng sé khong mai mai chuyén dong duwdi long dat, may
den cling khong mai mai de ndng phia chan trgi. Ludn ludn cé mot ngay
nui ltra sé phun trao, trgi sé trut mua to.

Thanh Van bong cwdi 1én, hoi nhich dén gan. C6 hip mat, may ciling
nhe cau lai. Tiéng néi khé khang vang 1én bén tai anh mang theo hoi am lai
cO chut nling nju.

“Ciing qua di...”

Cing qua di. Tay cta anh, co thé ctia anh, con nguwdi cia anh. Citng
qua di...

Chi trong tich tdc, A Nam day c0 dén cay cot, anh ké sat vao co, hoi
thd pha 1én mat c6. Mot hoi lai mot hoi, anh thd hon hén, sac mat am tram
giong nhu mot con da tha mat kiém ché.

Duéi ngwoi ho ké sat vao nhau. Thanh Van ngang dau lén trong vong
tay kién c6 cia A Nam. A Nam cti nguoi, ké sat vao nita guwong mat co.
Hoi thd cua anh van khan trieong nhw vay, giong nhw mot chiéc quat may
nho nho théi ra hoi néng. C6 cam gidc dugc toéc gay trén c6 anh cling rung
dong theo tirng hoi tho cta anh.

Co ngwri thay hwong vi trén ngwoi anh, thom dén bat ngo. Co hit vao,
gi6 mat noi chép miii khién c6 nhd lai vung dat tuyét qué nha.

Ban tirng thay vung dat tuyét chwa? Tuyét mdi vira roi thwong mém
mai, sang 6ng anh dwdi anh mat troi. Ca vung binh nguyén trong trai chang
co gi ca.
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Budc dau tién cat 1én bao gio cling rat sang khodi. Lap ké hoach ti mi,
vé san y twdng trong dau, sau dé bién thanh thyc tién, di titng budc tirng
bwdc tao ra hinh anh minh mu6n, that sdng khoai biét bao!

Thanh Van nghiéng madt, nhe nhang co vao mat anh, lon toéc bén tai
anh hoi cting, ching ca 1én go ma c6. Anh cang ciing ran, co lai cang mém
mai. Than thé Thanh Van dan dan néng 1én, c6 gio tay 6m chat eo anh.

Nhung khi than thé ho sap sat vao nhau thi anh bong day c6 ra.

That ra thi c6 cling khong bi day ra, bdi vi sau lung c6 1a cay cot. La
anh lui vé sau vai budc méi kéo ra khoang cach gitta hai nguoi.

CO nhin anh. Anh thé hon hén, sac mat tham tram, d6i moi mim chat,
khuén mat ngam ngam thoat nhin c6 chit nghiém trong. Anh nhin thang
vao Thanh Van, twa nhw dang suy nghi diéu gi.

Thanh Van tya vao cot cau, khé noi: “Néi di, mudn néi gi?”

A Nam khong nhanh chéng dap 164, bgi vi ban than anh cling chwa biét
la minh mudn néi gi. Hai nguwdi c thé dieng that 1au, rot cudc A Nam tir t
lac dau, n6i mot cau tiéng Bong.

“To6i nghe khong hiéu.”

A Nam banh ham, can rang n6i véi Thanh Van: “Co con doc hon ca

A A~ I3

co ay...
Nui non vang lang, troi dat yén tinh.
... C0 con dbc hon ca cb ay.
Vén ven hai phiut dong ho, Thanh Van ciing khong biét minh dang

nghi gi. Cudi cung c6 gat gat dau, cai chat lai do khoac, ho hitng néi: “bi
th6i.”
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Huéng dan Trwong ngu day gidc, dén chiéu méi thitc day. Co ta hit hit
mii, tuy van con bi cam nhuwng tinh than da t6t hon lic sang nhiéu. Lic c6
ta m& mat hoi nhap nhoe, lém nhem nhin thdy mot nguwdi dang & bén canh
thu don do6 dac. Co ta bo day:

“Chi Thanh?”
Thanh Van quay ngudi: “Tinh roi ha? Co6 kha hon chit nao khong?”
Huéng dan Truong gat dau, lai ngap mot cdi, tinh than sang khodi 1én.

“Chi Thanh, chi an com chwa? DPé em dan chi di dao trong ban mot
chut, gidi thiéu cho chi vé nhitng diéu co ban ctia ban dan téc Bong.”

Thanh Van cuoi cudi: “An 16i, c6 dé phan cho em d6. Com nuéc xong
tré vé Quy Duong.”

“Da...ha...?” — Huéng dan Trwong tron tron mat — “Trd vé Quy
Duong?”

“U.” — Thanh Van cai tdi lai, d& qua mot bén.

Huéng dan Trwong van mang vé mat kinh ngac: “Bay gio a? H6m nay
vé ha? Khong phai t6i qua ching ta mdi vira dén hay sao?”

Thanh Van di dén bén givong, vo vo ba vai hwéng dan Trwong: “Ngai
qua, da lam phién em.”
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“Khong, khong, khong!” — Huwéng dan Truong voi vang lac dau —
“Khong phién dau a, c6 diéu la...”

Co ta bong nghi dén mot tinh huéng, lién kéo tay Thanh Van: “Chi
Thanh, cé phai chi muén d6i hwéng dan vién khac khong? Tuy em bi cam
nhung khong nghiém trong, hoan toan khong thanh van dé dau chi
Thanh...”

(13 »
see

Thanh Van cam thdy c6 ta qua that bénh dén mc dau 6c ho do:
“Khong dbi, chi cung vé vdi em.”

‘(A 3

bién thoai di dong rung 1én, Thanh Van ldy trong tdi 4o ra nhin mot
cdi réi noi véi hwdng dan Trwong: “Em stta soan xong thi xuong lau an com
di.”

“Véng.”

bién thoai di dong con dang rung, Thanh Van day ctta phong di doc
theo day hanh lang, r6i dirng tai cudi day.

“Alo.”

“Bén cho em tin hiéu khong tot lam a?” — Ly Van Sung noi.
“U, em & trén nti.”

“0, tai sao lai chay lIén nai?”

Thanh Van cii dau tya vao vach twong. Nhin tir noi nay ra ngoai, phia
xa la day nui, bén canh la nha ctra, tam mat nhin xuéng mot chit la con
duong 16t da nho hep trdi dai.
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“Pi dén dau vay?”
Thanh Van cham thuéc: “Dé em nhé xem...”
“Pi dén dau con phai nhd sao, dau 6c¢ ho do roi.”

Trong khi Thanh Van kep dién thoai di dong & duwdi tai va ba vai,
miéng c6 ngdm mot diéu thuéc, mot tay bat Itta mot tay can gio. Xoet mot
tiéng, ngon Itva bung 1én, c6 cti mat xuéng cham thudc.

“Pung vay, em ho do r6i.” — Thanh Van déi dién thoai sang tay trai,
nhin vé phia xa khé n6i — “That ho do...”

Ly Van Sung noi: “Sao mot cu dién thoai cling cha goi, c6 phai la choi
vui dén mitc quén ca 16i vé roi khong?”

“Ly tong mot ngay kiém bac ty, lam sao em dam goi dién thoai qudy
ray chi.”

Ly Van Sung cuwoi bén dau kia dién thoai.

“Non nuwdc chira chan tinh tho y hoa sao lai khong thé hun dtc con
nguoi em duge nhi?”

“Hun duc gi?”
“Diu dang mot chut.”
Thanh Van ciing cuoi: “Pugc, vay em sé diu dang mot chut.”

Ly Van Sung thd dai mot tiéng, duwong nhw la dang hoat dong ba vai,
di lai mot hoi, roi kéo ctra ra. Thanh Van nghe dugc mot tiéng lanh lanh
trong dién thoai, giong nhw tiéng tu huyt.

“Choi chim a?” Co hoi.
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Thuong ngay Ly Van Sung khong thich ra ngoai, noi theo cach hién
thoi goi la “trach nam” (1), c6 diéu la 6ng khong choi may vi tinh.

(1) Chang trai ludn ru ra trong nha dinh l1dy chi€c may tinh.

Ngoai trit dudng sinh ra, diéu duy nhat c6 thé goi la thu vui cta 6ng
chinh 1a nu6i chim. Ly Van Sung la mot cao tht nudi chim noi tiéng tha do.
Khi 6ng con tré mua riéng mot can biét thy, don hét dé6 bén trong ra lam
thanh mot nha am ¢& to, nubi khong it loai chim ndi tiéng.

Co6 diéu sau nay ong khong con nudi vay nita. Lic Thanh Van mdi
quen 6ng, 6ng chi con nudi mwdi may con. Sau dé tirng nam tirng nam troi
qua, s6 chim 6ng nudi cang ngay cang it, dén nay chi con ba con Phu Dung.

Nhung ba con Phu Dung nay gan nhw da dwgc nudi dén thanh tinh.
Long trang mu6t nhy tuyét, mugt ma nhuw to. Vira md 16ng tre ra, huyt séo
mot tiéng lién bay 1én troi, tiéng huyt sdo dirng thi dau trén vai, con cho
nguoi ta chai 1ong no, that sy vo cung thong minh.

“Ha? Khong trd 1oi a? That ding la choi...”
“Khong!” — Thanh Van ngat 10i 6ng: “Khong c6!”
“Vay sao khong goi dién thoai?”

(13

...” — Thanh Van doi lai tw thé cam dién thoai cho thoai mai hon, noi
— “Sao anh ranh vay ha?”

“Sao gio lai n6i anh lai ranh roi, khi ndy khéng phai em con néi anh
mot ngay kiém bac ty a?”

“DPé la em nghi sai réi chit sao.”

Ly Van Sung cwdi hai tiéng ha ha, khé noi: “Choi da roi thi vé di!”
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“Anh goi dén chi mudn néi chuyén nay théi chi gi.”

Ly Van Sung: “Van la em hiéu anh.”

Thanh Van rit mot hoi, diéu thuéc nhanh chéng chay dén dau loc.
“Sang ngay kia.”

“Pugc, dat vé may bay xong goi cho anh biét.”

Budng dién thoai di dong xudng, Thanh Van quay dau lai, ding lic
ctra phong bén canh bi day ra. Co nhin thdy A Nam ra khéi phong, cam
khtic cay cii trong tay, chac la vira don dep phong xong.

Thanh Van di ngang qua anh, buéc chan khong ngtrng chi dé lai mét
cau: “Thu don mot chit, chuan bi roi di.”

Co di thang xudng cau thang, A Nam nam chat khic cay nhin hwéng
c6 bién mat, mo6i mim lai. Pén lic béng dang c6 mat hit, anh tit ti* cdi dau.
Khic cdy trong tay vi khong thuong st dung nén trén do6 da c6 rat nhiéu vét
moc chong chat 1én nhau, khién ngwdi ta nhin khong rd cling khong lau di
duoc.

Thanh Van di xuéng tang mot, thay huwéng dan Truwong dang an banh
bao.

“Chi Thanh!”
Thanh Van néi: “Udng nuwéc di, dirng dé nghen.”

“Khong sao, khong sao!” — Huéng dan Trrong ngoén phong ca hai ma,
néi — “Em an xong roi, khi nao ching ta di?”

“Bay gior di.”
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Thanh Van vira néi dit cau, A Nam da di ti tang hai xuéng. Huéng
dan Truong thay anh lién cwdi néi: “Cam on anh tim thu6c cho t6i, qua that
rat hiéu nghiém. Pung r6i, chiing t6i dinh di, anh chuan bi xong chwa?”

A Nam nhin Thanh Van, anh mat Thanh Van nhin vao dién thoai di
dong trong tay. Hwéng dan Trwong cam thay hoi la, mat ¢ 1ao lién gitra hai
ngudoi ho, réi lai héi lan nita: “Chuan bi xong chwa vay?”

Lic nay A Nam m&i doi mat, * mot tiéng. Thanh Van tat dién thoai.
“T6i 1én lau lay do, bay gio chiing ta xuat phat.”

Huéng dan Truong chay 1én l1au, chi choc lat sau da di xuong. Co ta
nhin A Nam néi: “Anh c6 can néi mot tiéng vGi anh ctia anh khong?”

A Nam lac dau, quay nguwoi di ra ngoai.

Khoéng biét do troi chwa t6i hay la do da tirng di qua, doan duong quay
vé duong nhw nhanh hon ldc dén rat nhiéu, suét quang dwong déu rat yén
tinh. Xe A Nam do tai bai dat trong gan deo. Ngoai trir xe anh ra, noi nay
con dirng vai chiéc xe khac rat giong vdi xe A Nam, déu la loai xe hu hao
thuwong tich chong chat.

A Nam di lén treéc m@ khoa xe. Tiéng thao day xich c6 vé vo cung
choi tai trén bai dat trong nay.

Thanh Van néi véi hwdng dan Trwong: “Goi dién thoai cho Luu Kiét
giup chi, dién thoai di dong chi hét pin r6i.”

“Pugc a.” — Hwdng dan Truwong lay di dong ra — “Can néi vdi anh ta
nhitng gi?”

“Pat vé may bay gitp chi, bay di Bac Kinh, t6t nhat la t6i nay, ding tri
hoan qua trwa mai.”
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Tiéng day xich dirng lai, nhung cta lai khong dugc ma ra.

Hudng dan Truong hoang hot: “Vé may bay?... Chi Thanh, chi phai
Vé sao?”

“U.” — Thanh Van cudi cudi véi huéng dan Trwong 1di néi — “May
ngay qua da lam phién em, em phuc vu rat t6t, 1at nita chi sé no6i v6i cong ty
du lich.”

“A... Cam on chj Thanh!”

Tiéng huwdng dan Trwong nhé dan, co ta van khong ré rét cudc minh
da ngu bao lau nita. Thanh Van di dén bén canh xe, A Nam ditng & ctra xe.
Co 1én xe, A Nam van ditng & ctra xe.

“Tinh tién di!” — Thanh Van n6i. A Nam ngay ra nhin co.
Thanh Van néi: “Tinh tién xe cong thém tién mua do.”

Co vura noi vira khom lung, cdgi giay du lich ra, mang giay da vao. Khi
c6 thay giay xong thiang nguoi didy A Nam van con ditng do6, khéng néi gi
chi lang lang nhin cé.

“Sao vay, tinh khong ra ha?” — Thanh Van nghiéng mdt qua noi —
“Bon ngay, cong thém mot doi giay, mot bo do 16t, mot géi thudc 14.”

Co0 nhin anh: “Bao nhiéu tién?”

A Nam quay dau, anh van ding tai chd nhuwng khong nhin Thanh Van
nita. Anh khéng muén di cling khéng muén dé y dén co.

Huéng dan Trwong hoi phat hién ra khong khi cang thang, de dat noéi
v6éi Thanh Van: “Chi Thanh, hay la ching ta di treéc di. VEé Quy Duong
dén cong ty du lich roi tinh luén mot lan.”
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Thanh Van nhin cham cham vao go ma anh, néi: ”DPugc.”

Chiéc xe lang 1& xudt phat. Ca con duong chang c6 mot béng nguoi.
Khuyu tay Thanh Van gac 1én khung ctra s6, im lang nhin ra ngoai. Mdy
lan hwéng dan Triwong tho nguwdi 1én truede, dwong nhe muén lam khong khi
vui twoi mot chat. Nhung thady sac mat Thanh Van c6 ta lai chang dam néi
lay mot cau, ngoi lai nguyén cho cii.

That ra thi Thanh Van chang té vé gi. Gié thoi, c6 khép hd mat, khuon
mat lanh 1o citng ran giéng nhw mot pho twong duwgc diéu khac. Co nhin
cdy c6 lu6t qua phia bén ngoai, trong long trong trai khong nghi gi ca.

Xe chay mot 14t thi roi khoi con dwong nho, tién vao dwong déo quanh
co. Mat troi da dan dan lan xuéng phia tay, nhung chan troi khong hé cé
mau ltra do6. Tam nhin trén dwong nui rat tot, Thanh Van nhr dang xem mot
bd phim chiéu cham, nhin bau trdi t6i dan tirng chit tirng chuit.

Trong dau Thanh Van bat dau suy nghi van vo, ky ttc thi nhau kéo veé.
Truwdc tién ¢6 nhd dén hém do vira dén Quy Duwong. C6 van nhé duge con
mua bui ctia Quy Dwong, quan hang rong ven dwdng va ca cong rau diép ca
trong noi dat an vao suyt ldy mang ngudi ta.

Sau dé suy nghi c¢6 nhanh chéng nhdy dén ngay hém sau. C6 nghi vao
gi0 nay ngay mai chac c¢6 da vé dén nha roi. Trd vé can hd qudc té cong
vién Nam L6 quan Triéu Dwong, co sé€ ditng tredc cira sO sat dat can nha

tang thit mwoi lam hadt thuoc 14.

Hut xong mot diéu thudc roi di tam rira. Mua bui, quan hang rong, rau
diép c4,... va nhitng thi khac déu quén hét di.

Bai vi gap rut nén thoi gian 1t hanh thuong cé vé rat dai. That ra thi
dén bay gio cling chi md&i bon ngay théi, chwa bang cd mot tuan lam viéc.
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Nghi dén day, Thanh Van lac lac ¢6. Thoang chdc suy nghi da bi cat
dit. Co gio tay 1én xem dong ho, quay dau nhin anh tai xé bén canh.

“Co6 phai anh 1ai hoi cham roi hay khong?” — Thanh Van than nhién

“Khong cham.”
Thanh Van néi: “Lic dén anh khong phai chay véi toc do nay.”

A Nam twr tir twa vao ghé ngoi, gat can s6 nhuwng hoan toan khong tang
toc.

“Nhanh mot chut.” — Thanh Van vitra noi vira nhin ra ngoai.
“Lai khong cham ma.”

Thanh Van quay dau nhin anh cham cham, gan nhw la nhan manh tirng
cau tung chit: “Toi n6i nhanh mot chut.”

“Muon nhanh thi ty 6 1ai di.”

Hudéng dan Truong hodng sg. Néu nhu ¢6 ta van khong nhin ra giita
Thanh Van va Chu Béng Nam c6é mau thuan thi ding la ké ngoc roi.
Nhung c6 ta khong giup dugc gi. Co ta khong dam khuyén Thanh Van, ma
A Nam ciing sé khong nghe 10i c0 ta.

Khong khi trong xe hoi cang thang, bén ngoai gié théi ao ao qua ctra
s0, Thanh Van nhin cham cham nta bén mat A Nam, con A Nam thi nhin
cham cham vao con dwong phia truéc.

Mot héi 1au sau, Thanh Van cuwdi khay mot tiéng, cat 16i: “Pwoc, anh
muo6n cham thi cham, anh c6 ban linh thi lai xe nay dén doi sau...”
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Trong chép nhoang khée mat Thanh Van nhéc thay gi d6. Cach dé
chtrng muwoi mét la mot cua ré. Pay la mot cua ré kha gat, gan nhw la vGi
mot géc chin mwoi do. Xe ctia ho dang nam phia ngoai, chuan bi queo cua.

Do 1a tryc gidc trong nhay mat, A Nam ciling chd y thdy. Thanh Van
chi vira n6i mot nira thi canh tay da bat dau hanh dong. Hai nguwdi gan nhw
dong thoi nam chat tay lai, khong ché phwong hwéng chat ché.

“Can than....”

Trong bong tdi khong biét ai kéu to 1én. Cung ltic dé chiéc xe banh mi
do6i dién nghién mat dwong xuat hién trong bong téi, tdc dé nhu bay. Trén
dwong c6 mot 16p cat that mong, do xe cd thi cong lui tdi dé lai.

Am mét tiéng! Hai xe va quet nhau, chiéc xe banh mi dung vao vach
nui, ma xe A Nam thi trugt ra phia ngoai.

“Aaaaa!” — Huéng dan Truong ngoi phia sau thét 1én.

Qua that xe A Nam giong nhu to gidy, né qua nhe, vira trgt nhuw vay
da mat thang bang. Ct va cham vtra r6i khién Thanh Van choang dau hoa
mat, lac xe 1at Thanh Van chi cdm thay troi dat xoay chuyén. C6 nham mat
lai, ngay 1ap titc 6m 1dy dau minh, c6 hét kha nang cudn tron ngudi lai.

Lai mot tiéng vang that 16n, xe hoan toan 1at nghiéng ra, truegt dén ven
dwong, dung vao hang rao bao ho.

Tat cd moi chuyén chi xdy ra trong vai gidy ngan ngui.

Sau giay lat, tiéng dong im bat, Thanh Van ti t* mé& mat ra. Tai c6 u
di, 6t dau dén, nhung c6 biét minh van con tinh tdo. C6 cam thay hoi thd
minh c6 chit khé khan, thir civ dong méi biét minh dang bi de.
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Co rii mat nhin ngwoi dang & trén nguwdi minh. Anh nham mat, khuon
mat day mau, 6m c6 that chat.
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A NAM

Twentine

www.dtv-ebook.com
Chuong 20
“A Nam...”

Thanh Van hit thé ndng né, co6 c6 sttc nang tay 1én trong khéng gian
chat hep nhe nhang lay ba vai A Nam.

“A Nam... ding len...”

Xung quanh hoan toan yén tinh, Thanh Van khong biét huwéng dan
Trwong ¢ hang ghé sau thé nao. Tay chan ¢6 van con du chén sau khi bi va
dap kich liét, c6 gio tay lén, thir nam ban tay lai.

Thanh Van hit sdu vao mét hoi, c6 hét sitc gom goép stic luc, sau nira
phut, y thirc cua o tinh tao hon.

Hai tay co dat trén dau vai A Nam, khé day: “A Nam, A Nam?”

Anh chang mdy may phan ¢ng. Thanh Van can than nhich ngudi roi
khoi ngwrc A Nam, lai tir tir nhich ra khéi ghé dwa, khom ngudi roi xuéng
ch6 gac chan dudi ghé. Co chong 1én san xe, bong nhién cam giac long ban
tay hoi lanh. Co gio tay lén nhin thay trén tay minh cdm mo6t manh thay
tinh.

Kinh chan gié tredc xe da v& hon phan nira. Mau tir 1ong ban tay nhé
xuong ting giot tirng giot.

Vé mat Thanh Van ngo ngac, vi sy c6 vira réi ma tim van con dang
dap kich liét. Co khong hé lo lang dén vét thwong nho nay, bam vao khung

https://thuviensach.vn



xe bo ra ngoai twr phia truéc.

Gi6 lanh gao thét, ngwoi Thanh Van dan dan trdn dinh lai. C6 bi va
dap khong nghiém trong lam, chi bi chit vét thwong nhe. Thanh Van liéc
nhin chiéc xe gdy ra chuyén & dau kia. Pau chiéc xe banh mi d6 dung vao
vach nui, mot tay tai xé€ buong théng bén ctra s6, khong ro song chét.

Thanh Van quay lai, nhin qua bén kia xe minh. C6 ké sat vao ctra
kiéng nhin vao trong. Hréng dan Truong & sau xe, ngd nghiéng trén mat
dat, cting hon mé bat tinh.

“Tiéu Truwong, Tiéu Truong...”

Huéng dan Truwong khong phan ng, Thanh Van nhin qua nhin lai, ctra
xe bén kia ké sat mat dat, ctra s6 xe bén nay lai qua nho khong 16i ngwdi ra
dwgce. Thanh Van nhdy xuéng khéi xe, 14y dién thoai di dong ra, lam thé
nao ciing chang cé dong tinh gi, lic nay méi nhé ra dién thoai di dong cia
co da hét pin.

Thanh Van lau madt, nhin xung quanh. Ban dém duong deo vo cung
yén tinh, hoan toan khong cé xe ¢d qua lai. C6 nén gian, han khong thé
nhdy thang xu6ng nui. Nhuwng néi cho cung c6 khong thé nhay. Thanh Van
hét 1én mat tiéng vé phia con dwong nui khong mot bong nguwdi, sau dé hit
sau vao va ty nhu minh phai tinh tao.

CoO tr@ vé bén canh xe lan nita, bo lai vao buong 14ai, bat chdt mé ctra
xe sau cudi ra. Nhung sau khi ra ngoai mé ctra lai phat hién civa xe bi mac
ket. Hai tay Thanh Van kéo canh ctra cudi xe ra, chan dap & ngudng cira, ra
sttc kéo vé phia sau.

“Me kiép...” — Thanh Van kéo dén ndi bi rach vét thwong trén tay,
mau chdy dam dia. C6 can rang, khé néi cam titc — “Ma ra cho t6i, mau m@&

»

Ia...
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Kéo rat 1au, cudi cung Thanh Van mdi kéo duwogc civa xe cudi ra. Co
day ghé dwa xudng, tho nguoi vao xe. Co khé kéu hwéng dan Truong vai
tiéng cling khong cé phan tng. Thanh Van quay mat c6 ta lai, thay trén tran
c6 ta cling c6 vét mau. Thanh Van nhiu may, can than nang hwéng dan
Truwong 1én, 10i co ta ra ngoai tirng chut ting chuit.

Thanh Van dat huéng dan Truwong nam & ven duong, lai quay vé tim A
Nam. A Nam van & nguyén tw thé vira r6i. Long Thanh Van lanh 1€o. Co6
thit bat dén lén, nhung den da hw. Kinh chan gié khong v hét, stc luc ciaa
Thanh Van ciing khéng nang n6i A Nam. C6 nghi t6i nghi lui, di dén ven
dwong nhat mot hon d4, dap nat phan ctra kiéng con sét lai.

DPén khi A Nam ciing dugc 16i ra khoi xe, Thanh Van da kiét sitc. Co
lay dién thoai di dong cua huéng dan Trwong ra. Noi nay tin hiéu cyc kém,
Thanh Van goi nhiéu lan méi lién lac duwgc vdi canh sat. Két qua cb gai
tre'c ban nghe dién thoai ro rang madi vira vao lam, ndi di noi lai cting khong
biét chinh xac noi xdy tai nan. Chi héi Thanh Van cé nghiém trong khong,
lai n6i néu nhw khong nghiém trong tot nhat doi xe qua mot chit, dirng nén
dé anh hwong giao thong.

Thanh Van nén gian: “Ngay dau tién di lam sao, khi cadc ngwdi nham
chitc c6 dugc huan luyén qua khong?”

Co gai kia van ung dung: “Bay gio chiing t6i tim ra co cling rat ton
thoi gian, néu nhw sy viéc nghiém trong xin goi 120 trwdc, ding...”

Thanh Van thinh n6 chiti am 1én: “Cho chét... Co6 chd, c6 chd dé cho

"J

toi

CoO gai kia chang buon dé y. Thanh Van tic toi ctup dién thoai, lai goi
tiép mot cudc khac. Sau nam héi chudng, trong dién thoai truyén dén mot
giong noi vua lanh lung vwra xa cach.

“Xin chao, cho hoi ai vay?”
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Thanh Van liéc nhin hai nguwdi dang nam ven dwong, than nhién néi:
“Anh Sting.”

(13 »

Trong nhay mat hoi thd Ly Van Sung bién do6i. Bay khong don gian
chi vi 6ng nghe thay tiéng trong dién thoai la Thanh Van, ma con vi cau
“anh Sung” kia cua c6. Pa rat 1au, rat 1au roi c6 khong cé kéu 6ng la nhw
vay. Béi vi Ly Van Sung khong dong y. Moi lan ¢6 goi 6ng nhw vay déu
khién 6ng nhd lai thud xwa, nhéd dén khi c6 van con gid théi ngang ngugc &
ngoai giong nhw mot con chim ca doi khong thé huan luyén duogc.

Ly Van Sung khé noi: “Xdy ra chuyén gi?”

Giong ndi Thanh Van van con khong ché, rat binh tinh, c6 néi: “Bon
em bi dung xe trén deo, noi nay qua héo lanh, bao canh sat thi ho noi sé kha
mat thoi gian, anh xac nhan vi tri gidp em di!”

“Pung xe?” — Giong n6i Ly Van Sung tram xudéng — “Em khong sao
ch?”

“Em khong sao, nhung nguoi di chung...”
“Co bi thuvong khong?”

“Khong c6.” — Thanh Van thoang im lang roi néi — “Nhung nguoi di
chung vGi em déu ngat xiu, khong biét bi thuwong c6é nang khong. Anh
nhanh mot chut.”

Nghe thdy Thanh Van khéng sao, Ly Van Sung r6 rang thd phao mot
hoi.

“Bay gid em giit dién thoai mé& nhé. O nguyén do, dimg di dau hét.
Chan duwong lai, can than mét chat, anh sé sap xép.”
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“Anh nhanh mét chut.” — Thanh Van néi xong dinh ctiip may.

“Tiéu Van...” — Ly Van Sung bong goi 0 lai.

Tay Thanh Van khyng lai: “Chuyén gi?”

Ly Van Sung noi: “Doi phwong c6 tinh tdo khong?”

Thanh Van cwoi khady mot tiéng, khong tra 10i.

Ly Van Sung néi tirng cau ting chit: “Nhd k¥, bay gio an toan ctia em
la trén hét, bat ké tinh huéng hién tai cta ga ta thé nao, cling dirng xay ra
xung dot vGi ga, cé chuyén gi thi chd anh lién lac dwgce ngwdi roi noi sau.”

Thanh Van nhin cham cham chiéc xe déi dién, co6 khong néi gi, 1ap tirc
cup dién thoai.

Gi6 nui thoi ao ao, Thanh Van mat vo cam di dén chiéc xe banh mi
kia.

Ga tai xé la mot nguwdi tré tudi, dang guc trén vo lang. Thanh Van nam
toc ga 1én, ga khong cé cam gidc, miéng hoi hé ra. Co tha tay ra, dau ga tai
x€ lai guc trén vo lang.

Co kéo ctra xe ra, nam 4o ga tai xé 16i ga xuéng xe. Co 16i ga dén bén
dwong r6i quay trd lai xe lan nita. Thanh Van thir giat cita xe, phat hién

khong khoa nén c6 kéo ra...

Pay la mot chiéc xe chd hang. Pa thao hai hang ghé sau, bén trong
chat day hang héa.

Thanh Van nwong theo béng t6i nhin thay may két bia, miy bao gao
va mot dong dau an. Bai vi dung xe nén v vai chai bia chdy ra ngoai, ca xe
téa ra mGt mui con nong nac.
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Troi t6i den muc khién 4o khoac cia Thanh Van cang den hon. Co
than nhién nhin xung quanh mot vong, nhac chan leo 1én xe, 1ay trong
thung xe hai chai bia chwra v, lai 6m mdt thung dau xudng xe.

Co chwa tirng nhin thdy nhan hiéu bia nay, bia dwgc dung trong chai
to. C6 cam lay chai bia, dwa nap chai vao rang, nhe nhang khui ra. Nap chai
vira khui 1én, c6 can ldy nap phun qua bén canh. Di dén cho ga tai x€ tré
tudi, co bop ham ga, dé ga ngang dau lén, rot hét bia vao miéng.

Ga tai x€ ngat xiu, cling uong khéng duwgc bao nhiéu, nhwng chai bia
vlra twdi xudng da khién ca ngwoi ga nong nac mui bia. Thanh Van bo chai
bia bén canh chan, khui ra chai thit hai, tiép tuc rét vao miéng ga.

Sau khi rét xong hai chai bia, Thanh Van mé& thung dau ra. Co d6 dau
vao hai chai bia. D6 hon nita binh, c6 bé thung dau xuéng, lay m6t miéng
khan gidy trong tui, quan lai nhét vao chai.

Hai ngon tay Thanh Van cam miéng chai, méc bat Iira ra. Khan giay
cho miéng chai von dé dang bat Itta, bay gio con dinh dau nén bat lira vira
dén gan da boc chay trong nhay mat. Thanh Van quay ngudi, ném vé phia
chiéc xe banh mi.

Chai bia vira cham vao xe da v& nat, thung dau mé ra dat bén canh
than xe. Chai bia kia cfing y nhw vay. Hai chai, mét ném vao dau xe, mot
ném vao dudi xe, Itra lap titc boc 1én.

Thanh Van cam lén nta thung dau con lai, gidi vao than xe. Phia sau
than xe von c6 bia bi v& va dau an nén thé Itta cang htrng hyc khong thé
dap tat. Trong vong muwdi may gidy ngan ngui, ca chiéc xe déu boc chay.

Anh ltra ngit troi, gi tai xé& xe banh mi tinh lai trong canh la dé
phtrng phuc. Ga vira m@ mat da thay xe bi dot chay lién bo day. Béi vi trén
ngwoi bi thwong nén ding khong vitng. Ga nhin thdy Thanh Van lién chi
vao c0, thd hon hén ndi: “Mau... mau dap lira, mau citu hoéa!”
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Thanh Van cham mot diéu thuéc, ditng nhin ngon lra.
Ga tai xé van goi: “Nhanh cttu héa di...”

Ga vtra n6i dugc mot nita Thanh Van da dap vao mat ga mot cu. Ga tai
x€ nga lan ra dat, khi bo day lai dugc thi xe da chdy sach. Ga thay xe da
chay hét, trong long tich tu odn han. Ga chti am 1én, quay dau lai nhao vé
phia Thanh Van, gio qua ddm lén mu6n danh c6.

Thanh Van thoang né tranh, dwva tay dinh tat lai ga, nhung tay lai bi ga
tai xé chup dwogc. Tuy ga bi thwong nhung du sao van la mot nguwdi dan
ong. Tuy voc dang khong cao bang Thanh Van nhung ré rang sttc lyc manh
hoi c6 nhiéu. Ga nam chat ¢6 tay Thanh Van. Thanh Van nghién rang phun
diéu thuoc ra. Tan thuéc néng bay dén mat ga, ga nhanh chéng tranh duoc.

“Me kiép...!”

Loi dung thoang chdéc so hé Thanh Van gio chan 1én dap vao diing
quan ga. Ga tai xé dau dén trong nhay mat nhung tay van khong ndi 1éng.
Co tay Thanh Van ciing bi ga bop dén dau nhoi.

“Budng tay...” — Thanh Van mang to — “Cho chét buong tay ra!”

CoO vira mang vira dap ga tiép. Thanh Van chan dai, lai mang giay da
g6t nhon, qua that co 1gi cho viéc da nguoi khac.

Nguoi dan 6ng nay cling hoan toan néi néng, gio tay 1én mudn tét c6.
Tat ca xdy ra rat dot ngot, Thanh Van chi lo dwa tay lén can lai, hoan toan
khong chi y dén mdot ngwoi xong lai tir phia sau.

Co chan lai tay phai ctia ga tai xé, cling bat dugc co tay cta ga. Nhung
du sao suc lyc cua phu nit c6 han, chi du gitt tay ga lai nhung khong lam
dau ga duogc.
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Hién nhién Thanh Van ciing biét diéu nay, cho nén c6 ngang dau lén
nham ngay c0 tay ga tai xé€ dang nam tay minh can mot cai...

Du lyc ndm cta ngwoi ta ¢c6 manh thé nao cling khong thé so sanh
duwgc véi lue can. Miéng cua Thanh Van suyt nita can dit thit cta ga. Phia
trén dau, bén duwéi cling dau, cong thém do vu dung xe khi nay c6 thé da bi
gdy xuwong suon, dau 6c ga van con choang vang vi bi dung xe... Du6i da
kich ndng né, rét cudc ga tai xé€ lai lan ra hon mé bat tinh.

Mai cho dén khi ga tai xé ngat di, Thanh Van méi chi y dén nguoi
dang ditng bén canh minh. Anh cti dau nhin ga tai x€é ngat xiu, im lang
khong lén tiéng.

Thanh Van nhin anh cham cham, A Nam quay dau nhin lai ¢6. Thanh
Van hung ton néi: “Nhin cai gi, muén bat binh dum ga ha?”

A Nam lac dau. Trén mat anh van con mau, vita lac nhw vay mau lai
do6 xuong, dong trén chép mili, trong cé chiat buon cuoi.

“Toi dinh giup c6.” — A Nam noi.

Thanh Van khong dap 10i, dién thoai di dong vang lén. C6 bat may, la
canh sat va nhan vién cttu h6 dia phwong da Ién déo, mudn xac nhan vi tri
VOi co.

Thanh Van nhin dédo dac xung quanh, noi day chang c6 bang huéng
dan cu thé nao ca. Mot ban tay rit di dién thoai tit trong tay c6. Thanh Van
quay dau nhin thdy A Nam dang néi chuyén dién thoai véi bon ho, sau may
cau da cup may.
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A Nam cup dién thoai tra lai cho Thanh Van, anh néi: ” Bon ho sé lap
tirc dén ngay thoi.”

Thanh Van lanh lung nhin anh, khong noi 10i nao.

A Nam quay dau nhin chiéc xe banh mi dan tat ltta bén canh, né chay
den thui, da hoan toan huv héng. Anh nhin mot cai ro6i quay lai néi véi
Thanh Van: “Hwéng dan Trwong chac khong sao dau, c6 dirng lo lang.”

Thanh Van khong néi 16i nao. A Nam bi lam lo cidi dau cha cha chan
trén dat. Pau anh bi va cham van con dang chdy mau, vira cii dau mau da

nho xudéng mat dat.

A Nam gio tay 1én lau. Thanh Van quay nguoi di, khoanh tay ding
trong gié nhin day ndi phia xa t6i den nhw muyc.

Yén ldng mot hoi, A Nam ngang dau nhin nita bén mat c6 noéi: “Co
khong sao chi?”

Thanh Van khong quay dau lai, chi ho hitng li€c anh mot cai: “Téi c6
sao hay khong khong phai vira roi anh da thay ro roi sao?”

A Nam lai bi nghen 16i, ltic nay anh khong cti dau nita, ma héi thang
c0: “Co lai muon hut thuoc nira ha?”

Thanh Van lvodm anh: ” Gi ha?”
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A Nam cau may, c6 diéu trén tran toan la mau, khong nhin thay dugc
chan may anh dang nhiu lai.

“Co6 phai c6 lai muon hut thuéc hay khong?”
Thanh Van hit manh vao: “Tai hut cai khi gi!”

Bén nay khong khi cang thang, bén kia dwong nui da 16e 1én anh sang.
Nhan vién cttu ho da dén. Hai chiéc xe, mot chiéc xe con, mot chiéc cttu
thuong, 1ai thang dén do bén canh noi xdy ra tai nan.

Thanh Van buéc 1én, chi vao huéng dan Trwong noéi v6i ngudi vira
buéc xuong khéi xe cttu thwong: “Co géi kia...”

“Pugc, ching t6i thay roi.”

Thanh Van nhin bén ndam nguwdi xudng xe, so tudi ciing khong nho
nhung khong mac dong phuc bénh vién. Co quay dau, hai ngudi khac buéce
xuong khai xe con, chay dén cho co.

“Co Thanh phai khong?” — Di dau 1a mot nguwdi mac ao phao 16ng vii
mau den, hon bén mwai tudi, thé hinh hoi map, téc hét cao — “Chao c6, t6i
la Trvong Bang tredng cong an huyén, day la dong nghiép cua t6i.”

Thanh Van dwa tay dén bat tay anh ta n6i: “Chao anh, phién cac anh

»

roi.

“Khong sao, doan duwong déo nay lam khong t6t lam, da xdy ra rat
nhiéu tai nan.”

Thanh Van than nhién git dau, néi: “U, duong cua hoi hep, bi ngudi
ta 1an tuyén co ban sé khong tranh kip.”

Truwong Bang nhin chiéc xe banh mi bi boc chay theo phan xa, néi:
“Lan tuyén a? Chuyén nay khong ding r6i, dwong nay da hep nhw vay con
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chay lan tuyén nita. Tai x€ xe d6 dau?”

Trwong Bang hung ho quay dau, vira nhin thdy A Nam da chi vao anh
noéi: “Nay, cau dén day mot chut!”

A Nam di qua, nhan tién noi v6i nguoi trén xe ctu thuvong: “Beén kia
con mot ngwoi nita.”

Chd A Nam di dén, Thanh Van mdi néi véi Trwong Bang: “Day la tai
x€ xe ching t0i, tai xé xe kia nam & dé kia.”

Truwong Bang hdi A Nam tinh hudng cu thé vai cau, Thanh Van ditng
bén canh nghe. Trwong Bang hdi xong lién dan dong nghiép dén hién
treong chup hai tdm anh.

Thanh Van tho o nhin bon ho, phat hién bén canh c6 dong tinh. Co
quay dau lai, A Nam dang im lang nhin c¢6 cham cham.

“Anh nhin cai gi?”

A Nam di dén bén canh Thanh Van, nhin hai xung quanh r6i méi quay
lai nhé giong ndi vGi co: “Thai do cd tot mot chat di.”

Thanh Van lvom anh, A Nam mang guong mat mau nhin co: “Thai do
doi v6i canh sat tot mot chat.”

Thanh Van néi: “Vi sao thai do toi khong tot?”

Vi sao thai do c6 khong t6t, anh ciing khong hiéu ro6 lam. A Nam suy
nghi rat 1au khong biét nén noi thé nao, cudi cung chi nho giong thi tham:
“Thai do c6 doi vai canh sat tot hon mot chat...”

Thanh Van khong muén dé y anh, quay nguwdi ngoi vao xe con.

https://thuviensach.vn



Huwéng dan Truong va ga tai xé cling duge khiéng 1én xe citu thuong,
gitta chirng ga tai x€ tinh lai, con kéu gao vé xe ctia minh.

Truwong Bang lay bang ching hién treong xong chudn bi trd vao xe.
Lic nay quay ngwoi mdi phat hién A Nam con ditng do, anh ta li€c nhin A
Nam, chi chi vao 6t anh: “Tinh trang anh c6 nang lam khong? Lén xe citu
thuwong rira vét thuwong trude di.”

A Nam néi dwgc nhung van nhin vé phia xe con kia. Thanh Van ngoi
¢ phia sau, anh khong nhin thdy c6, danh quay dau 1én xe cttu thwong.

Trén xe Truwong Bang va Thanh Van lai n6i vai cau, sau dé tit ca moi
nguwoi dan im lang. Diéu nay ciing dé hiéu thoi, von ho ciing chang c6 gi dé
noi voi nhau.

Ly Van Sung lam viéc hiém khi khong thanh, phan 16n 6ng déu nam
trong tay dai cuc, khong phan la viéc 16n hay viéc nho. Nhitng viéc nho
khong dang ké duong nhién sé& c6 ngudi x 1y gitip 6ng. Ong khong thé nao
biét canh sat nhé noi huyén li nhw Triwvong Bang, cling khong thé biét bac si
y ta ¢ day dugc.

Ly Van Sung goi mdy cudc, cung lam la goi dén Quy Duong thoi. Sau
dé6 c6 ai lién hé véi bao nhiéu ngwoi, van dung bao nhiéu moi quan hé, chay
vay thé nao thi 6ng chang quan tam dén.

Lic dén bénh vién nhan dan huyén Dung Giang da hon muoi hai gio.
Thanh Van buéc xudng xe, nhin thdy ctta sau xe cttu thwong da md, may y
ta da s6m chuan bi day bang ca dén chuyén ngudi sang.

Thanh Van hoi ngac nhién phat hién hwéng dan Trwong da tinh, con tw
minh xuéng xe.

Co voi vang di dén: “Tiéu Trwong!”
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“Chi Thanh!” — Huéng dan Trwong nhin thdy Thanh Van, mudn vay
tay v&i c6 nhung ro rang tay khong gio cao dugc. Co6 ta dau dén mitc nhe
rang nhung van khong quén héi — “Chi Thanh thé nao? Co6 bi thuong
khong?”

Thanh Van lac dau, di dén bén canh 0 ta: “Tinh ro6i ha? Cam thay thé
nao, c6 kho chiu ¢ dau khong?”

Huwéng dan Triwong van con sg héi, néi chuyén cling iu xiu, dé cho hai
y ta diu di, noi: “Ba vai em hoi dau mot chut...”

“Chac la gay xwong roi.” — Mot y ta bén canh néi — “C6 khoan hang
noi, cling dirng hit thd manh qud, git* yén tw thé nay vao bénh vién truéc
da.”

Thanh Van gat gat dau véi co ta: “Bi di.”

Ga tai xé kia ciling tinh lai, ngwdi vé cung do ban, trén mat con in dau
chén cta Thanh Van. Ga vin xwong swon ctia minh, bi day thang vao trong
bénh vién.

Xudng xe cudi cung la A Nam. Vét thuong trén tran dugc bang lai don
gian, ca nguwoi lam lem, quan do rach rwdi, trén mat con c6 vét mau chua
lau kho. Tom lai trong vo cung tham hai.

Mait anh van khong c6 biéu cam du thira gi, giong hét nhw dién vién
quan chuing trong may bo phim khang chién vay.

Thanh Van chang noéi ldy mot cau vé6i anh, cat budc di thang vao trong
bénh vién.

Quy mé bénh vién khong 16n, ca toa lau trong trai chi cé phong cap
ctru van sang den.
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Bac si cho hwéng dan Trwong va ga tai x€ di chup X-quang trudc.
Truwong Bang héi Thanh Van c6 can kiém tra khong? Thanh Van lac dau
néi khong can. Trwong Bang quay dau hoi A Nam, A Nam ciing néi khong
sao.

“Vay moi hai nguwoi chd ¢ day mot chut, t6i di goi dién thoai vé tru
sG.”
Truong Bang roi di, chi con lai Thanh Van va A Nam diéng trong day

hanh lang lanh 1o ctia bénh vién. Tuy day ghé & bén canh, nhung s& vao
chi cdm thay lanh, khién ngudi ta hoan toan chang mu6n ngoi xudng.

Thanh Van méc thudc 14 trong tdi ra cham lira. A Nam néi: “Hinh nhw
trong bénh vién khong cho hit thuoc 14.”

Thanh Van bé lai bat lira vao trong tii, quay dau nhin anh, nha ra lan
khoi thudc dau tién.

“Kéu bao vé dén bat to6i chac ?”

A Nam hai tay dat bén hong nam 1dy quan, néi: “Cé noéi gi véi toi
cling khéng sao, nhwng phai c6 thai do tot v6i canh sat.”

“Canh sat la ba con nha anh a?”

A Nam bubng tay ra, di thang dén bén canh Thanh Van, kéo c6 di ra
ngoai: “Co mudn ndi cau thi di ra ngoai dgi, toi sé no6i chuyén v6i canh

»

sat.

“Anh buodng tay cho t0i...” — Thanh Van quat to 1én, nguoi da bi anh
kéo dén bén ngoai.

Pém den khong trang. Thanh Van hat phang tay anh ra. Hai nguoi c&
16i 16i kéo kéo, mdt ban tay to nam lay c6 tay Thanh Van. Tay hai nguoi
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déu cing ran, mot cdi la béi vi dung sitc con mot cai bai vi déu la xwong.

Ao khoac va 4o jacket co vao nhau, trong dém yén tinh chi con tiéng
ao thudc da day dwa.

“Khon kiép, anh budng tay cho t6i!” — Thanh Van nhac chan da anh -
“Chu bong Nam!”

A Nam quyét tdm bat c6 cach xa bénh vién mot chuit, 16i c6 di thang ra
bai do xe. Thanh Van phan ng noéi: “Tién thudc thang ctia anh déu do t6i
trd, anh dam doi x véi toi vay ha?”

A Nam gio c6 tay c6 lén, nam chat lai ném thang c6 vao xe citu
thuwong. Xe bi dung phai rung lén, Thanh Van titc gian quén ca dau. Co
dinh ding thang day, nhung A Nam da dwa tay de ba vai co6 xudng.

“Vay mang c6 la do t0i cttu, co lai doi x véi toi nhu thé sao?”

Duong nhu anh dang gian ngut trdi, nhung trén mat anh lai khong to
vé gi. T6i nay khong c6 trang sang, cho nén sang nhat la déi mat cta anh.
Gitta hai ngudi la khong khi lanh 1€o va hoi thd hon hén.

“Anh ctu t6i ha?” — Thanh Van nhuwéng doi chan may 1én — “T6i phat
hién anh that dung la dang dat vang vao mdt minh d6. Anh che trén nguoi
toi la ctru toi sao?”

“Co6 phéi ciu hay khong ty ban than c6 hiéu r6.” — A Nam nhin c6
cham chu, n6i — “Dé t6i n6i chuyén véi canh sat, c6 khéng can noi.”
Thanh Van ngang dau, nhin xody vao anh trong khong gian chat hep,

than nhién noi: “Tai sao?”

“Tém lai co dirng noi gi, dén khi canh sat quy trach nhiém réi néi
»

Sau.
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Thanh Van hat tay A Nam ra, muon di vao trong bénh vién. A Nam
dwa tay nam lay co, 1ap tirc 16i c6 trd lai.

“Chu bong Nam, anh co6 chiu thoi di khong?” — Thanh Van hung di
trirng mat nhin anh — “Tram phan tram ké phdi chiu trach nhiém la ga do,
anh lo cai gi?”

A Nam 16i c6 dén bén canh xe, ha giong: “Pung la ngudi chiu trach
nhiém vé tai nan la g, nhung xe thi sao, c6 dot xe ga lam gi?”

Thanh Van khung lai, sau d6 khée mo6i nhéch 1én nu cwoi nhat. Co
cling khéng gidy dua nita, than nhién noéi: “Anh thdy dugc a?”

A Nam nhiu may: “Cé dot xe nguwoi ta lam gi?”
“T6i khong thiéu luon ga la da tot 1am r6i.”

(13

...” — A Nam nhin sac mat Thanh Van, rat kh6 phan biét rot cudc la
co dang noi that hay gia.

Thanh Van liéc mat: “Sao ha? So a?”
A Nam khong noi.

“Néu nhu hom nay khong phai 1a téi phan ng nhanh, ba ngwoi ching
ta da bi ga dung vang xudng nui, bay gio toi va anh da udng tra & tredc mat
Diém Vwong roi. Toi chi dot xe cta ga la da tot lam roi do.”

A Nam im lang mot hoi, Thanh Van khong nhin anh nita. A Nam thg
dai mot tiéng, budng tay ra. Dwong nhw anh thi tham mdot cau gi do, Thanh
Van khong nghe 10 ciing khong hoi dén. Co khoanh tay nghiéng nguoi
dang bén canh, khong mé miéng.

Trong san khong co6 den, cling chi vdi khoang cach luc nay ctia ho mai
c6 thé mién cudng thay ro nhau.
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MGt hoi 1au, A Nam cét 16i: “T6i cling phan @ng kip.”

Thanh Van liéc mat, A Nam nhin c¢6 noéi: “T6i cling phan @ng kip, ma
toi con ctu co nira.”

“Anh dang tranh cong vai toi ha?”

A Nam nhin xu6ng dat: “Khong cé, toi cttu ¢o.”

Thanh Van lai néi: “Néi di, anh mudn lam gi? Tién thudc cia anh t6i
sé tra, phi sita xe t0i cling trd. C6é phai con phai trd thém tién phi anh diing
cltu nguwoi va dwa than ra che chan nita hay khéng?”

A Nam ngang phat dau 1én, nhin thang vao déi mat cia Thanh Van.

DPo6i mat kia lanh lung va kién dinh khién ca ngwoi Thanh Van hoi lanh,
mady cau giéu cgt tiép theo déu nghen & c6 khong noéi ra dugc.

“Chung ta déu biét...” — A Nam cat 101, tiéng ndi tram tinh — “Chting
ta déu biét vi sao thai do cua c6 doi véi t6i lai nhw vay.”

Anh vira néi vira t¢ tit dén gan Thanh Van. Thanh Van nhin céi dau to
den nhém kia dén gan minh tirng chut tirng chit, song lung co6 thang tap,
khong hé lui buwdc. Co khong biét ban than minh dang nghién chat ham, can
chdt rang.

“Co dang dan doi véi t6i.” — A Nam gan nhu mat doi mat véi co, tiéng
ndéi nay rat nhe nhung lai rat dang sg — “Bdi vi toi tr choi ¢o.”

Trong béng dém, anh mat anh v6 cung kién quyét. Anh da dua ra két

luan cho chuyén nay. A Nam nhin cham cham vao mat Thanh Van, nhin rat
sau. Mot lat sau anh ttr tir ditng thang day, di vao trong bénh vién.

Gié thoi qua gitta hai ngudi ho, day 1én cat bui trén mat dat.

“...Vay con anh?”
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Anh di dwgc nam budc, nghe thay tiéng ndi lanh lung vang 1én phia
sau lung.

“Con anh, néu anh khong can tién, khong can lgi ich thi tai sao vira
xdy ra tai nan anh da nhao dén che chan cho t6i? Tai sao to6i khong nhac
dén thi anh lai nhiéu 1an nhan manh rang anh da ctu téi nhw vay?”

A Nam khong quay dau lai, bgi vi anh con chwra nghi ra dap an.
“Anh mu6n khién t6i cdm thdy minh ng anh phai khong?”

Tiéng giay cao got 16c coc, A Nam cam giac dugc cd gai phia sau
cang lic cang dén gan minh. Cudi cung c6 ding sau lung anh, A Nam ciing
khong dam quay dau lai.

“That sy t6i dang dan doi véi anh. T6i khé chiu di nhién sé khong cho
nguoi ta thoai mai. T6i nhan.” — Thanh Van héi ngugc lai anh — “Con anh?
Anh dam nhan khong?”

A Nam im ldang rat lau. Sau lung truyén dén mot tiéng cuwoi khay,
Thanh Van di lwét qua anh, than nhién ké vao tai anh n6i mot cau: “Anh
xong ro6i!”
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Tat cd lo lang cia A Nam déu la dv thtra, Trwong Bang chi hoi Thanh
Van tinh hudng Iic do vai cau twgng trung, sau dé di tim ga tai xé kia.

“Lat nita t0i sé cho xe kéo dén xi ly hién treong, may nguwoi khong
can di cung.” — Luc Trwong Bang di ra khéi phong bénh da no6i nhu vay.

“Pé t0i di theo!” — A Nam bong thot 1én.

Thanh Van liéc nhin anh mot cai khong néi 10i nao. Trvong Bang
quan sat anh roi néi — “Cau di theo lam gi? Du cau di cling khong mang xe
vé dugce. Va lai téi thay chiéc xe ctia cau ciing hong ro6i.”

Truwong Bang nhd dén chiéc xe ¢ nho kia, cdm gidc né ciing chang
kha hon chiéc xe banh mi bi chay bao nhiéu.

“T6i van phai di theo.” — A Nam kién tri.

Trewong Bang quay dau lai nhin Thanh Van mot cai, muén quan sat
thai do cta c6. Thanh Van ding phia sau noi: “Tuy anh ta di.”

Truwong Bang gat dau, néi véi Thanh Van: “Vay c6 vao trong dgi mot
chut, ching t6i sap x€ép xe, tdi nay dua c6 tré vé Quy Duong.”

A Nam bong quay dau nhin c6. Ciing khong biét Thanh Van c6 cha y
dén hay khong, chi khé tr r6i quay nguwdi di vao trong bénh vién.

Méi di duge vai budc da nghe thdy phia sau vang lén mot tiéng
“bich”, tiép theo la tiéng Trwong Bang hd hoan: “O! Sao lai thé nay?...”
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Thanh Van quay phat lai, thdy A Nam nga trén mat dat. Cé nhao dén
hai buwdc, cung v6i Treong Bang do anh ddy. Mat A Nam khép ho, trong
nhw da mat tri giac.

Thanh Van quay dau goi to: “Béac si!...

Hanh lang tréng trdi vang vong hoi am. Truwong Bang 14y lai tinh than,
cling goi t¢i. Khong lau sau, cudi hanh lang c6 vai y td day mot chiéc bang
ca chay dén. May nguoi cung nhau khiéng A Nam lén bang ca, Thanh Van
& bén canh voi noéi: “Tinh trang anh dy thé nao? M&i day van con tot sao
dot nhién lai ngat xiu?”

Béac si no6i: “Co khoan néong voi da, ching toi phai kiém tra méi biét
duwgc.”

Nguwoi bi day di, Thanh Van chay sat theo sau dén khi anh bi day vao
phong chup X-quang.

Truwong Bang ciing di theo, chdn may nhiu chat, néi: “Sé khong sao
chu?”

Thanh Van khong noéi gi, c6 luc tim trong tdi do, tim dwgc géi thudc
14, nhuwng cudi cung chi nam lai mét cai nhw dé ha gian, khong 14y ra.

MGt lat sau A Nam dwgc day ra, Trvong Bang di dén héi: “Tinh trang
thé nao?”

“Con phai cho mot chut.” — Mot y ta noi — “Lat nita mdi co phim.”
“Vay bay gio thi sao?”

“Trwdc hét dwa bénh nhan dén phong bénh nghi ngoi da.”

A Nam dwgc day di, Thanh Van cat buéc duoi theo. Co di dugce hai

buéc, nhé dén gi do lai quay dau noéi vdi Trwong Bang: “Toi nay anh khong
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can sap xép dwa t6i vé Quy Dwong. Tinh hinh cu thé toi sé lién lac vdi
nguwoi khac.”

Trwong Bang gat dau, Thanh Van lai 1y dién thoai di dong ra: “Pung
16i, toi con cé chuyén mudn noéi vdi anh.”
Truong Bang chdp mat: “Chuyén gi?”

“T6i c6 mot cudc ghi am viéc bao canh sat, hi vong anh c6 thé xwr ly
mot chat.” — Thanh Van nhan dién thoai, tim doan ghi am.

Truong Bang sitng so lang nghe, nghe dén cudi mat cling trgn tron.

Thanh Van bam tat cudc ghi am, no6i: “To6i khong biét chuyén nay rot
cudc la sao, theo ly ma néi cac anh...”

“Co khong phai néi gi cd.” — Truong Bang xua tay, sa sam noi — “Co
gtti cho toi doan ghi am nay, chiing t6i chac chan sé nghiém tic xi ly. Bén
lic do6 nhat dinh sé bao lai cho co.”

Thanh Van gat dau: “T6t!”

“A...” — Lic Thanh Van dinh quay nguoi di, Trwong Bing ap dng goi
0 lai, cam giac hoi kho noi — “Co Thanh, chuyén nay...”

Thanh Van nhoén moi cudi. Co 1€ ngwoi ben trén tim anh ta cling
trong nganh canh sat, du sao chitc cao hon mot cdp nén phdi can nhac ky
cang. Xa hoi chinh la vay, trong vong tron han hep ban cam thdy minh song
rat tot, nhung that ra thi tat ca déu la gid doi. Binh thwong lic khong cé
chuyén thi khong thay gi ca, nhung mot khi c6 chuyén thi sé phat hién ra tat
cd moi nguwdi déu & trong mot chiéc lwdi 16n.

“Anh yén tam, ghi am nay chi c6 mot cudc thoi, giti cho anh xong t6i
sé x0a.” — Co di dén, dua tay ra — “Tat cA moi ngudi déu khong dé song, toi
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sé khong lam khé ngudi khac. Ra ngoai nhd va ban bé, t6i nay da phién cac
anh r6i.”

Truong Bang nghe 10i ¢ néi thodng choéc thay nhe nhdm , lai cang c6
thién cdm vd&i c6 gap boi. Anh ta v4i vang bat tay co: “Cam on c6, c6 phién
gi dau! Chuyén nay chung t6i nhat dinh x ly thich dang.”

“Pugc, néu khong cé gi nita t6i di xem tinh hinh anh ay day.”

“Pugc. Chung tdi dé lai cho co chiéc xe, c6 mudn di dau do cling tién
hon.” — Anh ta vira n6i vira 1y mot tdm danh thiép trong tii ra — “Néu nhw
muon vé Quy Duong thi goi s6 dién thoai nay. Pén lic do6 c xe dé lai day
la dwgce.”

Thanh Van cam danh thiép nhin so qua. Pay la mét cong ty dia
phuwong cho thué xe. Thanh Van ngang dau, néi tréu: “Anh dé lai xe gi cho
toi vay? Ding dé lai xe canh sat nhé, cai d6 doa ngudi lam.”

“Qi, khong phai xe canh sat dau!” — Trwong Bing cudi néi — “La mot
chiéc Passat dang do bén ngoai, day la chia khéa.”

Thanh Van twr t* nhan 1ay chia khéa, lai n6i cdm on r6i hai ngudi tam
biét nhau. Thanh Van di doc theo hanh lang trong trai dén mot phong bénh.
CoO day ctra ra, bén trong c6 sau givong nhung chi c6 mot givong cd nguoi.
bo la A Nam.

Y td méi vira thu xép cho A Nam xong, nhin thdy Thanh Van dén lién
noéi vai co: “Khi nao c6 phim toi sé dén bao cho c6 biét.”

“BLI’Q,C,”

Y ta roi di, trong phong chi con lai Thanh Van va A Nam. Méi vira roi
y ta da dap cho anh mét chiéc chan trang, né twong phan rd rét véi khudn
madt anh.
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Madt A Nam van chua lau sach. Téc anh khong phai kiéu hii cua, né
dai hon mot chut, nhin ra dwoc 1a da 1au chwa di cat tia lai. Hién tai vai soi
toc mai dinh mau bét lai v6i nhau lia chia giong nhu gai xwong rong chi ra
da huéng.

V6 tinh hinh dnh nay da lam tan di rat nhiéu noi cang thang.

Thanh Van di dén bén canh giwong, twva vao mot chiéc giwong khac
lang lang nhin anh. Khong biét c6 phdi do dinh dau c6 mot ngon dén trang
hay khong, khuon mat ngam den cua A Nam cling c6 mot chut am dam
hiém cé.

Nhin gan mudi phiut, Thanh Van da nhin chan, c6 dva tay s so téc
anh, lai choc choc vao mat anh. Tuy den nhung mat anh rat mém. Thanh
Van nghich mét hoi chang biét tai sao lai thd dai mot hoi. Co doi anh mat
di nhin khap ca can phong.

Bénh vién huyén khong dwoc trang bi tot, chiéc chan trén givong ngu
bén canh ciing khong duwgc gap chinh té. Trong bénh vién nay c6 mdt mui,
n6 pha lan mui nwdc khir truing va mui thuéc. Chan anh hoi lanh, Thanh
Van dwa tay vao bén dwdi, may ma trong chan van rat am ap.

Thanh Van vira dwa tay vao lai triing hop dung tring bung A Nam. Ao
khoac cuia A Nam dang phu 1én tdm chan, bén trong anh chi mac chiéc 4o
mong dai tay, tay anh dat trén 16p 4o mong, tham chi c6 thé cam giac dugc
da thit téa ra hoi am bén dudi.

Thanh Van bong hitng thd, mudn cong tay véo bung anh. Nhung c6
suy nghi mot chit cudi cung van kiém ché. Co di dén bén ctra s6, m@ hé
ctra ra, bén ngoai c6 trong hoa, nhung dang tiéc thoi tiét bay gio chang cé
hoa co gi ca.

Canh cay kho héo chi c6 phan goc la cé vai chiéc 1a. C6 con gié thoi
qua, vai mén do viit duwdi chan twong lan 1ong 16c. Gié hoi lanh, khong bao
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lau Thanh Van da déng ctra so lai. Vira quay dau da thady A Nam dang ngoi
trén giwvong nhin co.

Mot hinh anh dot ngdt xuat hién nhuw vay that sy cé chit doa nguoi.
Thanh Van cau may lanh lung néi: “Anh la xac chét song day a?”

A Nam c6 chit khong dong y véi 10i néi cta co: “... T6i dau cé chét.”

Thanh Van liéc anh m6t cadi. A Nam vuot vuot toc minh, Thanh Van
néi: “bung dung vao, anh biét c6 van dé gi khong?”

A Nam dirng tay lai, nhin vé phia c6, héi ngugc lai: “C6 van de gi?”

“Vi khong biét c6 van dé gi méi khong cho anh dung vao.” — Thanh
Van lanh mat — “Pung vao chét anh ti ma chiu trach nhiém.”

A Nam khong tra 161, lac 1ac 6 noéi: “Canh sat dau?”
“Di roi.”

“Pi ca roi a?”

«(7.»

A Nam nhv da nhe nhom, rii vai ngoi do.

DPruing lic nay y ta di vao, con c6 mot bac si di chung, 6ng cam trong
tay tdm phim vita m&i chup.

Thanh Van di dén, bac si dwa tdm phim cho c6 xem: “Khéng c6 van
de gi l6n ca.”

Béac si tran an tam trang: “Da kiém tra roi, chi la chdn dong nao rat
nho th6i.”

Thanh Van nhiu may: “Vay sao d6t nhién lai ngat xiu?”
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Duong nhw bac si cling rat nghi ngo: “Pang ly khong ngat.”

Ong ta quay dau héi nguoi trong cudc dang ngdi trén givdng: “Bay
gio cau co cam giac gi?”

A Nam cti dau xuéng, lac dau: “Khong c6 cam giac gi, khong sao

»

roi.

Béc si rat c6 trach nhién, khong chiu dirng tai do, lai héi anh: “Vay khi
ndy ldc ngat xiu c6 cam giac gi?”

A Nam suy nghi, 4nh mét that than néi: “U'... Hoi budn nén.”
No6i xong anh lai lac dau: “Khong sao nita roi.”

Béac si nhin khap ngwdi anh mot lwgt, sau dé gat dau noi: “Chi la chan
dong ndo rat nhé, khéng phai van dé gi to tat.”

Thanh Van nheo mat, bong cam giac c6 chut gi dé6 khong ding. Co
vira nghe 16i bac si ndi, vira li€c mat binh tinh quan sat A Nam.

A Nam van cui dau nhin hai ban tay ngam den cia minh, anh mat that
than.

Thanh Van quay dau néi v6i bac si: “Vién phi da dong da chwa?”

“0, da déng du roi.”

“Co gai kia thi sao?”

“Cling déng du r6i.”

Thanh Van gat dau. Bac si lai can dan vai cau, ké toa thudc roi roi di.

Trong phong lai yén tinh lan nita. Thanh Van budc chat 4o khodc, noi vGi A
Nam: “Néu da khong sao thi t6i di tredc day.”
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Co0 quay nguoi, tifng A Nam nhanh chéng truyén dén: “Co di dau?”
Thanh Van ndi: “Anh no6i xem to6i di dau?”

“Canh sat di r6i.”

“T0i cling phai di day.”

“Hién tai da khuya ro6i.”

“Vay thi sao?”

Thanh Van cuwoi khdy mot tiéng, khong ngirng bwdc ra phia ctra:
“Dong chi canh sat c6 long tot dé lai cho t6i mot chiéc xe day xang, toi
thich di dau thi di. Du t6i lai thang vé Bac Kinh ciing...”

Canh tay cang ra, Thanh Van bi mét sttc manh kéo lai. C6 chong tay
vao long nguc ran chac.

Thanh Van ngang dau, lanh lung thét 1én: “Sao ha? Anh gia bd bat
tinh thi phai gid cho giong mot chit. Lic nay méi chwa bao lau da khée
nhw vam r6i a?”

A Nam nhdc chan 1én da ctta phong bénh lai, sau dé ditng tredc mat
Thanh Van. Thanh Van cti dau lwdm anh, anh mang mot doi vé mau xam,
ban chan vira 0m vira dai.

A Nam nhdy thang xuéng giwong, dé chan tran di trén dat. Thanh Van
nhin mot hoi lai néi: “Mudn lam gi?”

A Nam bi dang vé diém nhién nhw khéng ctia c6 kich dong, mat nén
gian, dau may cau lai, d6i mat den lay nhw muyc. Tay anh van nam chat tay
co khong buong.
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Thanh Van van ra vé binh than, hit sdu mot hoi, con chwa bat dau giéu
cot A Nam da hon t6i. Mo6i anh rat mém, Thanh Van van diéng yén khong
nhtic nhich, trong long than nhién nghi, dan 6ng khong hut thuéc 14 mui vi
trong miéng cling sach s, am ap, nam tinh, it di mot phan nang mui, thém
mot phan trong lanh.

A Nam hon mot lic méi tr tr ngang dau. Thanh Van than nhién nhin
anh: “H6n xong chwa? Tdi c6 thé di roi chir?”

A Nam nhin c6 cham cham. Thanh Van thdy hai ma anh cang ra,
dwong nhu rang cling sap stta nghién nat. Lic nay trong mat A Nam, Thanh
Van twa nhv mot ddm swong mu, anh nhin khéng thau ciing xem khong
hiéu.

A Nam day Thanh Van ra, lyc day khong manh, nhung Thanh Van
van hoi lui vé sau. Thanh Van ditng lai, nhin thay A Nam gio mot ngon tay
1én, khé chi vé phia c6, tiéng n6i tram thap, giong nhw dang kiém ché gi dé.

“Cac nguoi déu la nhu vay sao?” — Anh noi.

“Nhu thé nao?”

“Tréu choc nguwdi khac xong roi phui mong bo di.”
“Anh nghi nhiéu r6i.”

“To6i khong néi dua vGi em!” — A Nam 16n tiéng noi.

Lan dau tién anh no6i chuyén 16n tiéng nhw vay, vé twdi cwdi cia Thanh
Van cling bién mat. Hai ngwdi lanh lung do6i dau véi nhau.

Mot hoi 1au sau, Thanh Van gidng nhvw muén nhac nhé anh gi do, c6
cham rai néi: “Anh da n6i chinh xac nhw vay ¢ cau Phong Vii.”
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A Nam nhin vao noi sau nhat trong d6i mat Thanh Van, anh néi tirng
cau tung chir:

“La em quyén rii toi, su6t ca quang duwong déu la em.”

Khée mé6i Thanh Van nhoén 1én, nhung mat lai chang hé c6 y cuoi. Co
khoanh tay, lui vé sau, ngd ngén néi: “Khong sai, la t6i quyén rii anh,
nhung khong phai la anh khong mac cau sao?”

Co nghiéng dau, giong noi vo cung diém nhién:

“Pau phai anh méi gap chuyén nay lan dau. Anh chiu thi chap nhan,
khong mudn ciing dau ai ép anh. Chi la khiic nhac dém trong chuyén di,
muu cau chinh 1a vui vé. Ngay luc do thi chan chd do dw, qua di r6i thi lai
day dwa. Rot cudc trong hai ching ta ai la phu nit ha?”

bém khuya, bénh vién yén lang nhu to.
“Muru cau vui vé?” — A Nam lap lai mot lan.

“Khong sai, muu cau vui vé.” — Thanh Van noéi — “Két qua cudi cung
ai cling biét.”

Pém lanh nhw nwéc, Thanh Van cling khong biét A Nam dé chan tran
ding trén mat dat nhw vay co6 lanh hay khong. Hai nguwdi im lang khong noi
héi lau, Thanh Van quay ngudi tredc.

Mot canh tay lwdt nhanh qua ngwdi co, nhan céng tac trén twong.
Pen tat.
Trong phong nhay mat bi bong téi nu6t chirng.

Sau d6 Thanh Van nghe thdy mdt tiéng chot nhe nhang, A Nam khoa
ctra lai. Cam gidc cia con ngudi trong bong t6i dwgc khuéch dai 1én vai lan.
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Thanh Van cadm gidc duwgc bén tai minh c6 hoi thd am 4p, va mot tiéng noéi
that khé. D6 la mot cau tiéng Bong, am diéu dinh 1y nhau roi vao tai.

Co khong hiéu ndi dung trong dé, chi cam thay am thanh nay khién co
khong nhin dugc rut vai lai. Mot giay sau, Thanh Van bi nguoi dan ong
phia sau vac len, ném lén givong bénh.
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May ma trén giwvdng bénh c6 trdi mot 16p chan, ngd xuéng ciling khong
dau. Thanh Van chéng khuyu tay xudng giwong, con chwa kip ngéi day da
bi A Nam dé xudng.

Trong phong t6i den, bén ngoai lai khong trang, Thanh Van phai thich
tng hoi lau mdéi dan dan thay ro khuon méat ngam den ctia A Nam dang hoa
vao béng t6i.

Thanh Van bi anh dé, lam thé nao ciing khong nhtic nhich duoc.
CO nheo mat lai, khé day A Nam ra.
“Anh la tén khon kiép...”

Hai tay A Nam cam c0 tay c0 md ra. Ngtra dau nhw thé thady duwogc ba
vai A Nam rat rong. Du sao Thanh Van ciing khong c6 nhiéu stc luc, bén
khong chéng cu nita, ngira dau nam trén givong.

“Pay la phong bénh.” — Thanh Van néi — “Cht nita y ta sé dén, anh
khong sg dang lam gitta chirng thi bi ngwdi ta mé civa ra thay sao?”

A Nam khung lai, giong nhw hoi do dy. Thanh Van lwdm anh. Hiém
khi anh bdc phat mot lan, khi thé trong thoang choc bat dau tré nén ngdy
nhu phong. Nhin canh twgng trirdc mat, rot cude thé nay la sao?

“A Nam!”

A Nam cui dau: “Lam sao?”
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Thanh Van néi: “Anh buong tay ra truéce di.”

A Nam mim mo6i. Thanh Van lai n6i: “Du c6 lam ciling khong thé &

2»

day.
CoO vira néi vira nhin anh day tham y: “Trtr phi anh ndam phut da xong.”
“Buong tay!”

A Nam buodng tay ra. Thanh Van ngo6i day, n6i v6i anh: “Mang giay
vao, di theo t6i.”

Thanh Van dan A Nam rdi khoi bénh vién. Bai do xe bénh vién khong
c6 may chiéc, Thanh Van liéc mat lién nhin thady ngay chiéc Passat ma
Truong Bang dé lai cho co.

Thanh Van ngoi vao ghé tai xé.

“Pi dau?” — A Nam héi co.

Thanh Van dé mdy xe, quay dau né6i: “Anh muén di dau?”

A Nam nhin vé phia truwéc, khé néi: “Toi dau ciing duwgc.”

Thanh Van nam vo6 lang, nghi nghi r6i ndi: “T6i dwa anh vé nha.”
A Nam hoi kinh ngac: “Vé nha?”

“U.” — Thanh Van dap chan ga rdi khoi bénh vién.

Thanh Van nhg duwong rat rd, moi khiic cua déu khong ré sai. Trong ba
gi®, moi am thanh déu tinh lang. Thanh Van 1ai xe ngang qua noi vira xdy
ra tai nan, hai chiéc xe déu da duogc kéo di, trén mat dat con vai dau vét caa

tran tai nan kia.
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Tdc do Thanh Van 1ai xe kha nhanh, thoang cai da chay luét qua.
“Chiéc xe ctia anh chac la khéng dung dugc nita r6i.”
A Nam néi: “Khong sao dau.”

“Anh con muon lai a? To6i phat hién qua that la anh khong sg chét

“Pé tbi stra thir xem sao.”
“Chiéc xe quy kia anh con stra lam gi?”

Cau tiép theo Thanh Van dinh néi la t6i mua cho anh chiéc xe mdi.
Nhung dang tiéc y dinh vira méi nhen nhém lai cdm thay bay gio khong co
cd gi dé noi vay ca nén dan xuong.

Luc trd vé nha A Namtrdi da rang sang, anh trai A Nam van con dang
ngl, A Nam va Thanh Van céan than 1én lau, m& ctta phong ra. Budi sang
vlra méi di, két qua giay vo mot vong lai quay ve.

Chan trén giwvong con chwa don, Thanh Van nam xudng, von dinh dgi
A Nam, nhung cudi cung do that sy’ qua mét méi nén vira dat lung da ngu
mat.

Lic A Nam thu don d6 dac xong di vao phong da thdy Thanh Van
dang ngtra dau ngu say swa. Anh ng6i bén giwong, cdi gidy, sau d6 nam sat
bén canh co.

Thanh Van nam dang rong chan tay, chiém gan hét ca chiéc giwvong, A
Nam phai day co xich vao trong. Anh nam xudng giwvong nhung chang ngu
ngay, hai tay chap lai lam goi, nghiéng dau nhin Thanh Van.

Lic ngt doi m6i c6 mim chat giong nhw Iic c6 dang tirc gian. A Nam
ngam nhin mot hoi lai nhé dén cau néi kia cua co.

https://thuviensach.vn



[Khic nhac dém trong chuyén di, mwu cau chinh la vui vé. Két qua
cudi cung ai cling biét]

A Nam vui dau vao canh tay, bén ngoai troi da hitng sang. Vi rang
sang mdi ngu, nén hai nguwdi nga thang dén gitta trva ngay hom sau. A
Nam thitc day trwdc, lic di ra ngoai gap phai Chu Béng Thanh, khién anh
ta giat cd minh. A Nam gidi thich qua loa vGi anh trai, con chwa noi xong
thi Thanh Van ciing di ra.

Trén ban com, Thanh Van néi v6i A Nam: “Chut nita dén cau Phong
Vii.”

“V1 sao?”

Thanh Van khong tra 10i, chi cudi thoi. A Nam bong cam giac bap
chan minh bj tht gi d6 méc vao, nhe nhang ré tir dau goi xuéng dén mat ca
chan. Mat anh thoang sa sam, vui dau an com.

Chu Poéng Thanh ng6i bén canh ngu ngo nhin hai nguoi.

Com nuéc xong, tredc khi rdi khoi ban, A Nam khé hoi: “Can mang
theo gi?”

Thanh Van néi: “Anh ty xem r6i mang di.”

A Nam quay nguoi di 1én lau, chi con lai Thanh Van va Chu Bong
Thanh. Thanh Van thdy Chu Péng Thanh van nhin minh, c6 néi: “Cho t6i
muon em trai anh mot chut, chuat niva sé tra lai anh.”

Chu Bong Thanh bong cat 16i: “Co muon thwong thwong véi né.”
Thanh Van nghiéng dau: “Ha?”
“Co va no thwong thuwong ay.” — Chu Bong Thanh thoat nhin rat

nghiém tuc.
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Thanh Van khé cudi: “Thwong thwong thé nao?”

Chu Bong Thanh vo vo minh, néi: “T6i la anh no, t6i c6 thé cam giac
duwgc.”

“Anh cam giac dugc gi?”

“NO thich co0.”

Thanh Van cuwoi r6 1én: “T6i cling thich anh dy vay.”
“Vay hai nguoi thuong thwong nhau.”

«(y »

Thanh Van 14y thudc 14 trong tdi ra, dwa 1én miéng, cdi dau cham lira:
“That ky la!”

Cau no6i khe khé cta c6 da bi diéu thudc va ngon Itva 1an at.
“Duyén s6 dan 6ng ca nha anh déu kém nhu vay.”

A Nam xu6éng lau, 6m theo hai chiéc chan. Lic Thanh Van quay dau
lai da thdy anh can than di xuong cau thang. A Nam 6m chan di dén bén
canh co, néi: “Di thoi!”

Hom nay A Nam dan c6 di mot con dwong khac vdéi lic trude, ho di
bang qua ban. Su6t quang duwong Thanh Van gdp kha nhiéu phu nit dan t6c
Pong. Ho an mdc gian di, ng6i & ctra nha minh, c6 nguwdi thi may va, cé
nguoi thi tro chuyén.

Lic Thanh Van di ngang qua, tat cd moi nguwdi déu nhin co, du sao noi
nay rat hiém cé nguoi la.
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Ra khadi ban, lai di thém hai muoi phut, rot cudc Thanh Van thay duoc
cau Phong V4.

A Nam véac theo do dac nhung lai giong nhuw khong vac gi cd, anh
nhady xu6ng swon nui, lai gio tay 1én diu Thanh Van. Di 1én cau, A Nam néi
v6i Thanh Van: “Pé t6i don trudc da.”

Anh tha chan qua mot bén, nhac chan da di hét da vun trén cau, sau dé
trdi chan ra.

Thanh Van quay dau, hém nay anh nang rat dep, n6 chiéu vao dong
nwdc roc rach, gon song lan tan. Swon nui xanh um bén canh thung ling.
CoO nhin ra phia xa xa, dang ti€éc khong thdy dugc ritng cdy Dwong Mai nha
A Nam.

Co lang lang ngam canh, bong bi anh 6m ldy tir phia sau. Tay A Nam
lu6n qua eo ¢, hai tay dan lai 6m lay bung co.

Thanh Van quay dau, anh van 6m c6: “A Nam!”
“0il”

“Anh c6 nh@ 10i n6i déem qua cua t6i khong?”
“Nhé!” — Anh mét anh rét trong — “Muwu cau vui vé.”

Anh dat c6 nam lén chan, ban than nhe quy trén nguwdi co, cdi tirng
chiéc 4o chiéc quan.

Thanh Van nam dé ngam nhin anh. Lan da trén co thé anh cling ngam
den. Kiéu ngam den nay khac véi lan da nau nho c6 y phoi trén bo cat.
Thanh Van cam thay kiéu cua anh dep hon.

Anh cdi quan 4o minh xong lai c¢&i dén c6. Cudi cung anh 6m lay co,
kéo tdm chan phu 1én hai ngudi ho.
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Co thé hai ngudi ké sat vao nhau. Nguwdi A Nam néng hon Thanh
Van, c6 6m anh nhw 6m mot 10 sudi.

A Nam chi ké sat ¢6, van khéng nhtic nhich. Thanh Van hoi ngang
dau khéi ba vai anh, bén canh chinh la 16 tai anh, c6 khé hoi: “Nghi gi
Vay?”

A Nam 6m chat hon nita. Thanh Van gio chan 1én, m6c vao bap dui A
Nam. Than thé A Nam thoang run 1én. C6 6m c6 anh, nhe hén anh nhw
chuon chuon lwét nwdc.

Hanh dong tuy nhe nhung cdm xuc thi khong. Lan m6i c6 twoi tham
va nu hon wét at dat 1én moi dau an trén c6 anh, khi nhac 1én con vieong sgi
to bac. Tiéng mut vang lén bén tai A Nam, khién co anh cang cing.

Lic nay hvong thom trén ngudi co6 cang nong nan. Dan dan co thé hai
ngwoi nong ruc, hoi thd cling don dap. Tay Thanh Van mon trén khap
nguwoi A Nam. Co thé anh tron lang, Thanh Van khong biét tai sao than thé
mot dan 6ng cling c6 thé thanh manh nhw vay. R0 rang la thoat nhin nguoi
anh vwra den vura tho.

Co 0m c6 anh, hén hit, liém 1ap. M6i c6 co xat sgi gan dang cang ra
trén c6 anh, ban tay ve vu6t sau lwng anh. Liwng anh cling rat lang, n6 mang
s rong 16n riéng biét cta dan 6ng. Tdm lwng nhap nho, ba vai san chac,
xuwong song manh mé... Mat ¢ vui sdu vao hom vai anh, ngi thdy mot
mui hvong am ap.

Mot tay c6 lan xuéng bén dwéi. Long anh ram rap, cong cong lugn
lwgn, s& vao khién Thanh Van nhé dén khi chi ché Teddy ¢ nha ban minh.

A Nam khong chiu n6i Thanh Van ve vudt nhu thé, hong anh thoang
run 1én. Anh cii dau, ké chat vao gwong mat Thanh Van, co bap ca nguoi
déu cang ctrng. Mong lai cang ran nhv da.
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Thanh Van ké vao mat anh, hanh déng diu dang hon trong dy doan.
Ho déu khong thay bén dwédi, nhung ho déu cam nhan dwoc. Noi do chang
phai la hinh anh kho twdng twong gi.

Tay c6 nhe nhang mon trén, cam do, dan dat...
Tu tw chan A Nam ciling run lén.

Thanh Van khé nghiéng dau, von dinh hén anh nhung ding lic thay
vanh tai cang day cua anh. C6 khéng nhin dugc hé miéng ngdm lay tai anh.

Trong nhay mat dé bén tai c6 vang 1én tiéng nitc nd kiém nén, giong
nhw khéc nhung khong phai khoc, nghe dau khé nhung lai khong kho.

Trong nhdy mat tay am w6t. Thanh Van nhin qua khe hé thanh cau,
thdy dong nwdc 1ap lanh, sang choi nhu vién da quy.

Gi6 nhe nhang th6i qua. Thanh Van néi: “Anh la lan dau tién a?”

A Nam khong tra 10i, tir dau dén cudi anh chi cti dau, 6m co that chat.
“Anh chua t'ng cham vao phu nit ha?”

Tay con lai cia Thanh Van ciing 6m chat 1ay anh.

“Ca nha anh ding la déu si tinh... ” — C6 mon trén mai téc hoi mém
cta anh, néi — “Pén day nao!”

Trén cau c6 dat, c6 bui cling cé da vun, trén chan con mang theo chuit
mui am mo6c, nhung Thanh Van cam thay & day rat sach sé.

Thoi gian v cung yén tinh, non nwdc lai rong 16n bao la. Toan bd thé
gigi déu dang noi ho... Bén day nao!
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Thanh Van hit vao that sau, ngwdc c6 1én. Co ¢6 thon tha noi lién vGi
chiéc cam tao thanh mdt duwong cong duyén dang giong nhu day ndi trung
diép.

C0 khong nham mat, c6 thady duwoc két cau dinh cau chéng chéo, nhin
thdy co dai moc trén khe xa go.

Pong tac A Nam tir cham dén nhanh. Thanh Van 6m anh that chat, thd
hon hén theo dong tac ctia anh.

Thanh Van da ba muoi tudi, co tirng c6 rat nhiéu dan 6ng nhung chwa
tirng trai qua chuyén thé nay.

Ban dau c¢6 cho rang anh la com lam, bén trong c6 thit, hwong thom
ngat mii. Két qua sau khi cay 6ng tric ra mdi phat hién bén trong hoan
toan khong co thit, ma la mot khuc mia. Khiac mia trong kho citng, nhung
can mot miéng lai c6 nwdc chdy ra. Nhai dén cu6i miéng lai day vi ngot.

A Nam khéng gioi k¥ thudt, tir dau dén cudi déu la Thanh Van huwéng
dan anh. C¢6 diéu anh rat nghiém tic, rat can than. Thanh Van cam thay anh
c6 nhip diéu cha riéng minh. T tir nhan biét c6, tr tir nhan biét than thé co.

Anh ciling khong kéo dai lau, chwa t6i hai mwoi phiut da két thic.
Thanh Van chuva 1én dinh, nhung cling cdm thay rit théa man. Sau dé
Thanh Van ludi biéng khong mac lai quan 4o, ngo6i thang trén chan dém. A
Nam cam chan quan quanh nguwdi c6 nhw chiéc banh tét.

Thanh Van 14y thudc 14 trong tti do khoéac, bén kia A Nam khong c6
chan git am, ling ting mdc quan 4o vao. Pén khi anh mac quan do xong,
Thanh Van vo vo vi tri bén canh chiéc chan: “Ngo6i xuong di, nghi ngoi mot
chut.”

A Nam madc do khoéc vao, ngoi bén canh c6. Ho nhin dong kénh nho
treGc mat, cé xanh um tum.
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Thanh Van néi: “Lic nay Bac Kinh da khong con nhiéu cé nita.”
A Nam tya vao phia sau: “Vay sao?”

Lic Thanh Van hit xong diéu thuéc, A Nam héi c6: “Em lam gi & Bac
Kinh?”

Thanh Van dang dui tan thuéc xuéng san, nghe vay sttng sot. Pay la
lan dau tién A Nam héi dén chuyén cua co.

“Co lam gi dau.” — Co6 dui thudc tiép, thuan miéng n6i — “Ban béo
hiém thoi.”

Co6 quay dau nhin vé phia A Nam. Anh van nhw ngay thvong, khuon
madt yén binh, &nh mat diém nhién.

“Con anh?” — Thanh Van né6i — “Anh lam nhiéu viéc nhw vay chac ban
suot ha?”

A Nam lac dau: “T6i dang gom tién.”

Cudbi cung Thanh Van nghe dwgc mot chuyén dang dé tim hiéu tw
miéng anh, bat dau héi sau hon.

“Gom tién dé lam gi?”
A Nam nhin ¢6 mot cai, lan lita mot hoi mdéi néi: “To6i dinh mé tiém.”
“Ban khoai tay hay vé ngi bo?”

(13 »
cee

Thanh Van cwdi ha ha, tiéng cuwdi lwoi nhac lai lanh 16t. Co dwa tay
khoi chiéc banh tét, day A Nam mdét cai.

“ia thoi!”
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A Nam giong nhw con lat dat, lac lw r6i lai tré vé nhw cii.

Anh héi ngugce lai Thanh Van: “Néu nhe em md tiém, em sé ban gi?”
“T6i ha?” — Thanh Van néi — “Lién quan gi dén t6i?”

“Em cho chut dé xuat di!”

Thanh Van khé cudi mot tiéng: “T6i cho rang y kién ctia anh phu hgp
hon.”

A Nam khong néi 16i nao, Thanh Van quay dau a 1én r6i néi: “PE€ toi
suy nghi xem... Néu la toi thi t6i sé mé& tiém lau.”

“Tiém lau?”
“U.” — Thanh Van néi — “Tién, nhanh, nau don gian.”

A Nam nhin c6, vé mat nghién ctitu. Mt 1at sau anh dwa ra két luan:
“La ban than em thich an tho6i.”

Thanh Van liéc anh mot céi, lai moc ra diéu thuoc.
“Khong dwoc a?”
“Em biét nau an khong?”

“T6i khong biét ndu an.” — Thanh Van néi r6i héi nguwoc lai A Nam —
“Anh ndu ngon khéng?”

A Nam gat dau: “Rat ngon.”

Thanh Van lwdm anh: “Ciling dau can phéi ndu an ngon mdgi cé thé ma@
tiém an. L& nao tat ca chu tiém déu xuat than tir dau bép a?”

A Nam hiém khi gat dau: “Cé ly!”
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Nhin vé mdt anh gidong nhu rat tan dong 16i néi caa Thanh Van. Thanh
Van rit mot hoi thuéc, nheo mat nhin ra dong kénh. Yén lang mot hoi c6
ma&i than nhién cat 10i:

“Can bao nhiéu tién?”
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A Nam khong nghe ro: ” Gi ha?”
“Anh can bao nhiéu tién dé ma tiém?”
A Nam suy nghi r6i néi: “Vai trdm nghin.”
“Bay gio anh tich cop duwgc bao nhiéu r6i?”

(13 »

A Nam khong trd 161, Thanh Van quay lai thady anh dang cii dau nhin
tang d4, giong nhw l1a cé thé nhin ra hoa vay. Thanh Van nhé dén gi doé,
cuwoi khady mot tiéng, vé mat khinh thuong néi: “Dé ban gai nghé thuat gia
trwdc day cta anh gat hét r6i ha?”

A Nam nhiu may: “Chuyén dé da lau lam ro6i.”
“Anh dé c6 ta gat anh bao nhiéu tién?”
A Nam im lang, r6é rang khong mudn néi chuyén nay.

Thanh Van quay ngudi. Co dang quan chan, rat khé quay ngudi, chi
quay duwgc ntta vong lién dwa chan ra. Mot khic chan trang non na dap veé
phia A Nam.

“Hoi anh do!”

Con lat dat lai tré ve vi tri cdi.
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“Sau bay muoi nghin thoi.”

Thanh Van ngam nghi: “Vao bdy nam trwéc sau bay muwoi nghin
khong phai la con s6 nho dau.”

A Nam khéng nhin dugc quay dau lai nhin c6: “Em néi thi théi, con
cuoi cai gi?”

Vé mat Thanh Van c6 chut ha hé, khée moi nhoén cao, con nghiém
trang hoi A Nam: “T0i cu0i thi sao?”

“...” — A Nam khoanh tay 6m dau goi, thd dai.

Thanh Van cuwdi da r6i lai hoi: “Anh ra ngoai doi nam bao nhiéu
tudi?”

“Muoi lam.”

“Chac chéc, tién tich c6p bon nam nam déu bi ngwoi ta gat hét. That la
tai bay va gio, sét danh gitta troi quang, toi that sw khong danh long twong
twgng ra tinh canh luc dé cua anh chut nao...”

Vé mdt va giong noi cua co cha co6 vé gi khong danh long. A Nam hit
sau vao, cam thay nhat dinh phdi tranh luan véi c6 mot chit, nao ngo
Thanh Van 1ap tiéc chuyén dé tai.

“Muoi mdy tudi da ra doi di lam, thé hoc dén dau?”

A Nam nén con byc boi ngoi trd lai, lang lang néi: “Khong hoc hét
trung hoc.”

Yén lang mot hoi, A Nam quay dau nhin Thanh Van. Thanh Van nhin
vé phia xa, than nhién néi: “T6i cling vay.”

“Céi gi?”
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Thanh Van nhin vé phia anh, n6i: “T6i cling vay, hoc trung hoc dén
gitta chuwng thi nghi.”

Co lai hoi A Nam: “Hién tai gom gop duwgc bao nhiéu r6i?”
A Nam hoi ngugce lai: “Em hoi chuyén nay lam gi?”

Thanh Van néi: “T6i kiém tra thir xem mdy nam nay anh cé nghiém
tuc lam viéc khong.”

(13

...” — A Nam cui thap dau, néi — “Hai tram nghin thoi.”

Hai gio trira, mat troi hoi chéch vé phia tay, mat nwédc cang thém sang
ngoi chdi mat. Nhin lau nhw vay khién ngwoi ta dé buon ngta. Thanh Van
gio tay len chi vao dong nuwéc noéi: “Nhdt mot vién da cho t6i!”

Yéu cau ky la.
A Nam hoi: “Tai sao phai nhat da?”

Thanh Van néi: “T6i muén mdc lai quan do, khng muén anh thay,
dugc khong?”

<

‘...” — A Nam map mday moi, ditng 1én. Thanh Van nhay cdm nhéan
thdy dugc gi do, bén kéo chdt quan anh lai.

“Co phai dang do mat khong?”

Hién tai A Nam dang ditng, thé hién ro wu thé dang voc cao rao cua
anh, Thanh Van ngtra dau ciing chi c6 thé nhin thdy cam anh thoi. A Nam
khé no6i khong c6 r6i sdi budc di dén bo kénh nhé.

Nuwéc rat can, Thanh Van thdy A Nam can than chon cho dat chén,
giam lén dong nuwdc, khom lwng nhin xuéng duwdi. Nhin mét hoi anh thang
nguwoi 1én, quay dau lai.
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Thanh Van 1ap tic kéu to 1én: “Nhin 1én phai khéng? Anh la d6 dam
tac...! Anh can than sau nay cang ngay cang den cho xem...”

(13 »

A Nam quay dau lai la vi tim vién d4, von khong hé c6 y nhin 1én,
nghe thady Thanh Van gao to, anh thang ngwoi 1én.

“Toi dau c6 nhin...”
“Toéi dau co mu ...”
A Nam ciling khong muon gidi thich, quay ngudi lai, doi phia khac tim

tiép. Thanh Van cwdi khanh khach, c6 1ay quan 4o mdc vao ting chiéc,
cudi cung mang giay vao, dirng 1én.

A Nam van con & dang kia khom luwng tim da. Thanh Van mim moi
cam tui minh dén. D6 la mot chiéc tii xach mau den, chat lwgng rat tot, co
diéu bay gio da tdi hoi son do vu tai nan xe hom qua.

Thanh Van kéo khoéa ra, luc tim mét hoi, 1ay ra mot chiéc hop tir ngan
tui nho bén trong.

Pau thang trvéc Thanh Van di Hong Kong mét chuyén, lwgn mot
vong cudi cung mua mot vién kim cwong trd vé. Vién kim cwong vang ruc
rd mwoi hai carat, tri gia ba triéu bén tram nghin té.

Thanh Van mé& hép ra, vién kim cuwong yén lang nam bén trong. Lic
d6 c6 di Hong Kong ciing deo chiéc ti nay, sau khi mua vién kim cwong
nay vé co chi lay ra mot lan cho Ly Van Sung xem.

“Anh con twéng em mua cai gi.” — Khi do Ly Van Sung noi — “Chua
ti'ng nghe em noi thich kim cwong bao gio.”
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“Pung la khong thich.” — Thanh Van ngo6i doi dién 6ng trén ghé salon,
néi — “Nhung chang c6 gi hay dé mua.”

Ly Van Sung lac dau, chac chac hai tiéng, cui dau lac qua lac lai bo tra
cu trong tay. Ong c6 nghién cttu vé tra dao, trd va trd cu trong nha deéu 1a
hang thwgng dang.

“Luc trede tang em mot bo trang strc phi thuy em cting khong thich.
Em biét anh mat biét bao céng sttc m@i mua dwgc khéng? Phi thdy rat tot
cho phu ni* nhat, nhat 1a phi thiy c6. Va lai bd d6 phu hgp cho moi Iita
tudi, anh chd hai ndm méi mua duge day!” — Ong vira néi viva cam chiéc
h6p nho trén ban — “Em lai chi toan thich may thi¢ thé tuc, dé anh xem tht,
0i thoi, con la vang nita cht, tuc cang thém tuc!”

Thanh Van dong hop kim cuong lai: “Anh bdo em mua trang strc, em
nghe 10i anh, anh con khong hai long!”

“Dugc, dugc, dugc, hai long, anh hai long!” — Ly Van Sung dat chung
tra nhé xudng, néi véi Thanh Van — “C6 nhiéu thit khong phai mot hai nam
la thanh dugc, ching ta twr tir boi duwdng.”

Ong chi vao hop kim cwong kia, néi: “Em cat né traéce di da, qua mudi
nam sau em nhin lai vat nay, anh cam doan em sé han khong thé gidu n6 ca
doi.”

Thanh Van khong noi gi nita, tién tay bo chiéc hdp vao tii xach. Mot
thang sau, vién kim cwong nay lai theo Thanh Van dén day.

Thanh Van quay dau lai, A Nam con dang tim da. Hai tay anh chéng
1én dau g6i, nhin cham cham vao day nudc.

Co0 lay vién kim cuwong ra, n6 1ap lanh téa sang dwdi anh mat troi. Lic
thi trang ldc thi vang, v0 cung ryc rd. Twa nhw mat troi chéi chang soi vao
d6i mat, tita nhw dong nuwdc 1ong 1anh soi bong mat troi.
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Thanh Van bo lai vién kim cwong kia vao hop, dap 1én thanh cau. Cay
cau rat nhd, dang voc Thanh Van lai cao, vira dap 1én thanh cau dwa tay l1én
da cham dén xa ngang trén dinh. Co dat chiéc hop nay lén do r6i nhay
xuong.

“Nay!...”

Thanh Van goi A Nam dang chéng mong lén troi tim da duwdi dong
nuwoc.

A Nam quay nguoi lai, Thanh Van noéi: “Anh tim dwgc chwa vay?”

A Nam khong tra 101, chi gio tay cao 1én. V&i khoang cach nay Thanh
Van khong thay r6 trong tay anh dang cam gi. C6 di xudng cau, dén bén
canh anh. Khi dén gan, c6 nhin thdy vién da trong tay A Nam thi khong
khoi & khau.

A Nam dwa vien da cho c0, co lat qua lat lai xem. Khong c6 hoa van,
khong c6 mau sac, xanh den lan 16n, hinh dang cling chang c6 gi dep mat,
xu xi go ghé, cam ciing thay can tay.

Thanh Van khong nhin dwgc hoéi anh: “Anh cam thdy vién da nay c6 gi
hay?”

A Nam cti dau nhin vién d4, lai ngdng dau nhin Thanh Van.
“N6 giong em.”

<

‘...” — Thanh Van bong gio tay 1én, A Nam vo0i lui vé sau mot budc.
Thanh Van cling khong dap vién da kia vao anh, chi lam mat gian noi —
“Quay qua cho khac!”

A Nam néi: “Em lai muén lam gi?”

“Bao anh quay thi ctr quay di!”
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A Nam vtra quay leng, Thanh Van tré 1én cau, bé vién da vao trong
tui.

“Quay lai di!” — Thanh Van kéu A Nam.

A Nam di 1én cau, dé giay hoi wét. Thanh Van chi vao dé giay anh
noi: “Anh dirng giam 1én chan!”

“Khong dau.” — A Nam ding xa mot chut, nhin hai bén cau Phong Vi,
noi — “Em da lam gi vay?”

Thanh Van cwoi cudi, noi: “T6i gidu vién da roi.”

A Nam quay dau dinh tim theo phan xa, Thanh Van v6 anh mot cai —
“Anh gap lam gi, gidu thi giau th6i.”

A Nam nhin c6: “Tai sao lai giau?”

“Giau choi.”

119 »

“Ng6i mot chit nita di.” — Thanh Van ng6i trén chan, A Nam ciling
ngoi xudng.

Lan nay hai nguwdi ho noi rat it. Twa nhw bo phim da dén hoi két, liac
nay moi nguwdi hoac la mét méi, hodc 1a hoi twdng lai. Dau sao day la ldc
cam xuc nhiéu nhat. Bén lac hét phim, nguwoi ta lai bat dau quén lang. Quén
di trong cau chuyén ai dwgc vién man, cling quén mat ai cau ma khong
duwgc. Pao dién sé khong cho két cudc nhu tdt cd moi nguwdi mong muodn,
giong nhu cudc song vay.

DPo6i v6i Thanh Van ma néi, vé nii non nay, vé cau chuyén nay da cé
dau c6 cubi.
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Troi t6i, Thanh Van ditng 1én, néi véi A Nam: “Di thoi.”

Hai nguoi di vé, lic 1én swon ndi, A Nam khong nhin dwgc quay dau
lai. Thanh Van ding bén canh dgi anh. Mat troi da dan dan xu6ng nui, cay
cau nay van nhu lan dau tién c6 thdy, vira hu vira cii. N6 da ¢ day qua lau,
lau giong nhw da 16ng vao manh ndi ritng song nwdc nay. Do6i vGi nd6 ma
nai, hai ngwoi ho di qua chi nhw mot tran gié thdi, khong co6 gi khac biét.

Chép mat, Thanh Van nhin nita bén mat A Nam. Lan da ngam den,
xuwong 16ng may cao cao, séng miii thang va déi moi dang khép. Trong lic
that than, c6 c6 mot cam gidc dwong nhw anh da khac trudc. Nhuwng khi anh
quay dau lai, lic doi mat ngdy dai kia nhin c6 cham cham, c6 lai cdm thay
tat ca déu la do gidc ctia minh.

“Pi thoi.”

Thanh Van quay dau khé néi. Ho rdi khoi cau Phong Vii. Thanh Van
biét anh nhat dinh sé quay lai d6 tim.

Luc tré vé ban, troi da toi han. Hai nguwdi “ban viéc” su6t mot budi
chiéu, chac chan hién gi¢ da déi bung, may ma Chu Bong Thanh da chuan
bi xong thitc an tr lau. Thanh Van vira vao nha da ngwi thay mui thom, co

nhin trén ban bay moén an thinh soan, giéng nhu da chuan bi dwgc mot lic
10i.

“Chao 0i, anh trai thau hiéu!”

Thanh Van di dén, cudi véi Chu Béng Thanh mét cai. Cé nhin mén an
trén ban, trong nhay mat cam thay hinh twgng ca ngwoi 1am lem ctia Chu

Pong Thanh ctling da cao 16n hon.

A Nam vao nha, hai anh em tro chuyén v&i nhau bang tiéng Bong,
Thanh Van khong quan tam nhiéu nhw vay, chi ngo6i trén ghé.
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“To6i khong khach sao dau nhé.” — Co cam 1dy diia gap thic an.

A Nam va Chu Béng Thanh néi mot hoi cling ngoi vao ban. Thanh
Van an mét 1at r6i ngang dau hoi Chu Pong Thanh: “0, anh hai, cé rugu
khong?”

Chu Bong Thanh ngo ngac nhin co.

A Nam néi: “C6, em muén udng ha?”

Thanh Van néi: “Udng di!”

A Nam ra ctta, mot lat sau 6m ntra két bia vao. Thanh Van nhin thay
croi noi: “Toi con twdng anh sé 0m mot hi regu vao chur!”

A Nam khong dé y dén co tréu choc, dat bia bén canh ban, cam hai
chai léen.

Thanh Van nhin vé phia Chu Bong Thanh: “Sao vay, khong uéng bia
a?”

“Anh t6i khong thé uéng.” — A Nam khui ndp, dwa mét chai cho
Thanh Van — “T6i uong véi em.”

Thanh Van nhan 1y, cling khng cam co6c ma khé nghiéng miéng chai.
Keng mot tiéng, hai miéng chai cham vao nhau. A Nam nguwéc mat, Thanh
Van khé nhudéng may noi:

“Chuc anh sau nay lam an phat dat!”

A Nam khong néi gi, chi lang lang nhin c6. Thanh Van néi xong ngira
dau ra, tu vao miéng chai.

Ca mot chai bia c thé vao bung, A Nam uodng vGi c6. Chu Dong
Thanh ngoi bén canh khong hiéu gi cd, chi ngu ngo nhin hai nguwdi dén
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quén ca an com.

Tong cong A Nam lay ra tdm chai bia, hai ngudi moi nguwai bon chai.
Thanh Van chua tirng thay loai bia nay, né rat giong véi loai bia Hoa Tuyét
trwdc day, dugc chira trong chai 16n, nong doé khé cao. Cé diéu khong sao,
bon chai bia khong thé nao chu6c say Thanh Van duwgc, A Nam ciing vay.

Sau khi udng hét bia, ddy mat A Nam hoi hién chit van dé nhung van
trong sudt nhw cdi.

Thanh Van vo vo canh tay anh: “Anh uéng duwgc bao nhiéu?”
A Nam néi: “V@i loai bia nay c6 1€ la muoi lam mudi sau chai.”
“Khong té.”

Pém khuya yén tinh, com nuéc no né, Thanh Van nam trén giwong.
CO nghe thay dudi lau vang tiéng chén bat leng keng. Cong viéc thu don
ban an roi vao dau Chu Pong Thanh, A Nam & dwdi gitp anh ta.

Con bu6n nga dan dan kéo dén, Thanh Van cdi giay ra, tré minh nam
ngu. Mot lat sau, cita phong kéo ket mé ra, A Nam di vao. Anh cam tui
chwdm nong, bé vao dwdi chan, sau d6 nam 1én givong.

Anh 6m Thanh Van dang ngt vao long, nham mat lai.

Sau bén gio ngan ngui, Thanh Van tinh ddy. Co quay dau nhin A Nam
dang ngu say. Anh van dang 6m co.

Thanh Van ngoi day trén givong, mac lai 4o, sau do quay lai nghi xem
c6 nén lén chyp mot tdm hinh dé lam ky niém khong. Cu6i cung c6 cam
thdy thdi di 1a hon. C6 cti dau hon 1én mdt A Nam mot cdi. Trong béng toi
gidc quan cua nguoi ta déu tang 1én. Mui rugu trén ngwoi A Nam bay vao
mii Thanh Van lai bién thanh hwong say.
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CoO chi chi mat anh, tiéng n6i ho hitng, nhung trong d6i mat van con
vrrong mot tia triu mén.

“Sau nay tim mdt co gai tot, song cho vui vé.”

CO cam tui va 4o khoac, day ctra phong ra. Ba hon bén gio, troi con
chwa sang. Vira budce ra khéi cira, Thanh Van quay dau lai, nhin chang trai
dang nam trén giwong lan cudi. Sau do c6 dong ctra lai di vao gi6 lanh.

Pén khi c6 ng6i vao xe, troi khong con toi nhw khi ndy nita.

Nang mai vira 16 dang.

Thanh Van cham mét diéu thudc, quay vo lang.
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Trwa hom dé Thanh Van tré vé Quy Duong, roi chay thang dén san
bay. Chuyén bay khéi hanh di Bac Kinh sém nhat 1a ba gio chiéu, Thanh
Van an chut gi do roi ngoi cho trong tiém ca phé & san bay.

bién thoai di dong da day pin, co bat dién thoai 1én, trong dé cé bon
cudc goi nhd. Hai cudc la cua Ly Van Sung, hai cudc khac la s6 la.

Thanh Van khéng quan tdm dén cudc goi cia Ly Van Sung, co goi lai
hai s kia. Mot so6 la cia hwéng dan Trwong, néi cho c6 biét 1a c6 ta da vé
cong ty du lich roi.

“Chi da néi véi Luwu Kiét r6i.” — Thanh Van néi — “Tién thudc ctia em
anh ta sé xtr ly.”

“Da, cam on chi nhiéu!” — Huéng dan Trwong hoi ngugng ngung —
“Gdp phai chuyén nhw vay that xin 16i, anh huwéng dén chuyén di cta chi
Thanh, chiing ta con rat nhiéu noi chwa dén nira.”

Thanh Van cwoi noi: “Sau nay sé c6 co hoi ma.”

“Vay chi Thanh c6 dén Quy Chau nita thi tim em nhé.”

“Puoc, chi luu s6 em lai, 1an sau c6 co hoi nhat dinh sé tim em.”

Ranh r6i tro chuyén thém vai cau nita hai nguwdi méi ctip dién thoai.

Thanh Van bam s6 con lai, d6 1a mo6t s6 dién thoai ban, dau bén kia la mot
cO gai.
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“Alo, xin chao, day la tiem bac Miéu Vuong.”

Thanh Van lién nhé ra ngay, duong nhw c6 da doan dugce 1y do cia

cudc dién thoai nay roi.
“M6i vira r6i c6 nguoi goi cho toi.”
“Q, dé toi xem thtt... A, c6 1a c6 Thanh phai khong?”
Thanh Van néi phai.

“Luc tredce co hoi mua vat trang tri Phgng Hoang kia do, xin hoi bay
gi® c6 con mudn mua khong?”

Thanh Van néi: “Sao vay, da héi chu roi a?”

“Pung a, vat trang tri nay do nghé nhan nguwdi Miéu ton hai nam méi
lam ra duwoc, co cling thay roi do, ché tac vo cung tinh té...”

Nhan vién ctta hang gidi thiéu lién mién khong ngdt, nhung trong dau
Thanh Van lai hién 1én hinh anh khac. C6 nhé dén lic bude vao can tiém
nay, d6 la may ngay truedc nhi? Hai ngay hay ba ngay day? Ro rang la thoi
gian rdt ngan nhung vi sao hom nay nhé dén lai cam thay nhw that sy da
troi qua lau lam roi. Long ngudi thay doi trong nhay mat.

“Alo... Alo? C6 Thanh? Co6 van con nghe chit?”

“Q, day!” — Thanh Van h& hitng néi — “Chu ctia 6 ra gia bao nhiéu?”
“Vi moén do nay la tinh pham nén gia tién khong thap.”

Thanh Van cuwoi: “Vay la bao nhieu?”

“Phai nam muoi nghin a.”
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“Chat liéu cta c6 chi la ma bac, chit dau phai la thuan bac ma doi dén
nhitng nam muoi nghin?”

“Pay phai nhin vao ché tac, c6 thdy do chung t6i trung bay vat trang
tri nay ngay tredc tiém, khi 8y c6 ciling da hoi n6é c6 phdi la tran tiém chi

bao khong ma.”

“Co cho tdi mot cai gia chinh xac.” — Thanh Van bat chéo hai chan,
twa vao ghé salon trong tiém ca phé, dui dui mat. Hai ngay nay c6 thiéu ngu
tram trong, nén di dau cling muén ngu cad — “To6i xem c6 thé chap nhan hay
khong, dugc thi toi mua.”

“Co Thanh, gia tién chung t6i dva ra da...”

“Nam muoi nghin toi sé khong mua, hay la c6 ban bac lai v6i chu co
thtr di.”

“Vay chi xem bao nhiéu thi dugc?”
Thanh Van ngap mot cai: “Co b6t mot nira gia lai roi hang ban.”

“Chuyén nay...” — Nhan vién ban hang no6i — “Gia tién nay nhét dinh
khong dugc.”

“Vay thi toi khong mua nita.”

Thanh Van néi xong dinh ctp dién thoai thi co6 nhan vién voi vang néi:
“Vay dé t6i hoi cha t6i xem.”

San bay m@& diéu hoa kha cao, Thanh Van néng dén mitc cdi 4o khodc
ra. Co kéu nhan vién phuc vy, chi chi ly Mocha trén ban, néi: “Thém mot
ly nita. A, pha ddm mot chiit dé gitp t6i tinh tdo tinh than.”

Uobng dugce ntra ly ca phé, cudi cung tinh than Thanh Van da tinh tdo
mot chut.
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bién thoai lai reo nita.

“Co6 Thanh, cha t6i n6éi néu nhw c6 that sy mudén mua, hai muwoi lam
nghin da la gia thap nhat r6i.”

Thanh Van cam thay buén cuwdi, cé cudi toe toét, nhwng vi nghi cho si
dién cua do6i phwong nén khong cwoi qua 16 liéu.

“A, nhv vay...”

Thanh Van trd 16i cau dwoc cau chang. C6 cé thé nghe ra dugc c6
nhan vién ban hang cé chit khan truwong, cé thé la do chwa tirng ban mén
do nao tri gia may muoi nghin nhw vay.

Thanh Van twa lung vao ghé, cling luwoi tra gia tiép, co noi: “DPugc roi,
toi mua.”

Co nhan vién vira nghe 1ap titc néi ngay: “Vay thi tot qua, vay khong
biét c6 Thanh dinh chuyén khoan hay la cho nguwdi dén tiém dwa?”

“Gui tién. C6 diéu la téi néi trude, cac ngudi gui do cho toi, sau khi
toi nhan duwoc kiém tra xong mdi thanh toan.”

“Chuyén nay...”

“Co cling khong thé bdo toi giti thang cho c6 hon hai mwoi nghin réi
gt lai cho t6i may thit rac rwdi chi!”

“Chuyén nay nhat dinh khong cé dau a!”

“Peé tién cho hai bén, c6 néi vaGi chu co, dwgc thi gii tai khoan cho t6i,
khong dwoc thi théi. Néu cac nguoi sg giao hang réi khong nhan dugc tién
thi t6i cling khong can.”

«_.. Vay dé toi hoi lai.”
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Dién thoai lai ciip may. Qua vai phut sau, chu tiém goi dén héi Thanh
Van dia chi caa co.

That ra thi c6 mua mén do nay hay khong cling chang cé y nghia gi
nhiéu. Chang qua do nham chan nén Thanh Van mua né6 théi. Cé quay dau,
nhin ra bén ngoai. M6t chiéc may bay chuan bi cat canh dang chay that
nhanh trén duong bang.

Chuyén di nay c6 mot thi duy nhat c6 thé dugc xem la y nghia.
Chi c6 mot thoi.

Ba gio chiéu, mdy bay cat canh. Thanh Van nhin ra ctta s6, cdm nhan
duwgce 4p Iwc do mday bay tang t6c. Cubi cung, may bay roi khéi mat dat,
Vot qua tang may, bay lén khong trung cao hang van mét.

Thanh Van quay dau, nham mat lai.

Nam gio bon muoi phit, may bay dap xudng san bay quoc té thua dé.
Ctra cabin vira m@ ra, gi6 con chwa luén vao, Thanh Van da cam thay troi
hoi rét. Cé kéo kin do di ra ngoai, 14y dién thoai di dong ra. Mdi vira m@
1én, tiéng tin nhan vang ting ting. Mot gidy sau da c6 cudc goi dén.

“Alo, alo, alo chi Thanh? Chi da vé roi ha?”
Thanh Van dwa di dong ra xa mot chat: “Vira dap xuong.”

“T6i da dén roi, dang cho bén ngoai. Chi ct di thang ra cong s6 mot la
thay.”

Méi di ra khéi cong, Thanh Van suyt nita da dong thanh bang. Nhat la
gio lua ngay & cira, clta vita md ra gi6é da thoi thoc dén, con mang theo
bong tuyét. Thanh Van cam giac da thit cd ngudi minh déu co rt lai.

Thanh Van che mat, nghe dwgc mot tiéng kéu.
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“Chij Thanh! O day!”
Thanh Van nhin sang, mét chiéc xe con mau den da tr¢ dén.

Trong xe am 4p mdi khién nguwdi ta cdm thay thw thai hon. Thanh Van
ngoi vao vi tri ghé 1ai phy, xoa xoa doi ban tay.

Nguoi lubn moém goi ¢d la “chi Thanh” tén Tao Khai. Tuy goi co la
chi nhung that ra anh ta 16n tudi hon Thanh Van nhiéu. Kéu c6 la chi Thanh
chang qua la né mat thoi. Nam nay Tao Khai bon mwoi mot tudi, mién
cudng coi nhw la trung nién, anh ta la thudc ha dac lyc cia Ly Van Sung.
Khong chi trong cong viéc, trong cudc séng cling rat than thiét, rat nhiéu
chuyén cua Ly Van Sung déu do anh ta xt¢ 1y.

Tao Khai sinh ra va 16n 1én tai Bac Kinh, gwong mat than thién, luén
twoi cwdi khi gap nguwdi khac. Vira qua tudi b6n muoi, bén khée moi cé hai
nép nhan.

“T6i con that sw lo lang.” — Tao Khai khdi dong xe — “H6m nay tin tic
néi la co6 bao tuyét, chi xem coi bau trdi nang triu.”

“Anh doi lau roi a?”

“MGt chit théi.” — Tao Khai lac dau — “Khong 1au lam. Ho6m nay Ly
tong dai tiéc ¢ nha dé tay tran cho chi.”

Thanh Van cuoi: “Tay tran a? Hay la goi dién bao ho an trwéce di, cho
ching ta vé dugc dén nha sé chét déi mat.”

Hon sau gio, thanh phé Bac Kinh nam trong vung triing, xe con chuwa
roi khoi san bay da bi ket cing.

“Pirng lo!” — Tao Khai quay ngudi, 1ay do tir hang ghé sau.
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Cén b0 bac trungtrong xi nghiép quoc doanh, bung chinh la mot dac
sac 1én. Béi vi phdi vé6i tay 1ay do, bung Tao Khai con dung sitc, nhin twr
goc do cua Thanh Van giong nhw mot trai buwdi dang xoay, c6 khong danh
long nhin thang.

“Nao!” — Cudi cung Tao Khai da v6i duge d6 — “Banh day, chi doéi
bung thi an 16t da truéc di.”

Thanh Van nhan lay banh, néi: “Cé phai dao nay anh méap ra khéng?”

“Di nhién khong phai r6i!” — Tao Khai tron tron mat, kéo day an toan
ra cho Thanh Van xem — “Chu yéu la do n6 siét t6i, khong tién ctr dong.”

Thanh Van lay mot chiéc banh mi nhé trong tii, mé ra an.

“Vg anh dua cho anh thye don giam can anh c6 an theo khong?”
“Co an.”

“Neén co hiéu qua nay ha?”

“Toi con an cai khac @ bén ngoai nita.”

“An theo thyc don gidm can con &n thém thit khac nita a?”

“Chi dung noi voi vg toi nhé!”

Thanh Van cuoi ha ha. Trén dwong xe ¢ qua dong duc, dong xe tw tw
nhich vé phia trudc.

“Pung r6i, toi nghe noéi hinh nhw chi xdy ra chut chuyén ha?” — Tao
Khai cho kiéng xe xuéng mot chut, cham mot diéu thudc.

“U.” — Thanh Van van con nhai banh trong miéng — “Bi quet xe.”
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“Chi khong biét dém d6 dau.” — Tao Khai nhan mat — “Ly tong goi
may cudc dién thoai, cd budi t6i hom do6 ching t6i déu nhw nhdy vao dau
soi Itra bong, luc duc lién lac véi nguwai khac. Bdi vay sau nay may cho héo
lanh dé chi dirng dén nita, nhat la bu6i téi. Lan nay may la khong sao, 16
nhw xdy ra chuyén gi that ding la oan chét dugc!”

Thanh Van an banh mi, mat van nhin ra ngoai xe. Xe da ket nita gio,
troi da t6i han. Co thé thay duwoc con dwong rat sang, nao la déen dwong, den
xe... Khoi xe bay vao theo khe hd ctra kiéng ... Hit vao xoang miii c6 mot
cam giac nhu khoi Itra nhan gian.

“Khong sao, tai nan nho théi.” — Thanh Van an xong chiéc banh mi,
bé i banh xuéng, néi — “Co6 phai may ngay hom truedc c6 ngudi dén diéu
tra khong? La ai vay?”

Tao Khai khé nhiu may, khéng biét la vi nghe van dé nay hay la vi hit
phai khoi.

“Co hai vg chong gia dén cong ty rit phi bao hiém. Nhung khong tra
ra so thé bao hiém nén Ié tan khong cho rit.”

Vé mat Thanh Van diém nhién: “Sau do6 thi sao?”

“Sau do ho tim dén toa soan bao, kéo theo mot ky gia thue tap.” — Tao
Khai néi dén day khong nhin dwgc ché giéu, vé mat khinh thuong — ” Dita
ky gia thyc tap ché chét kia chang biét troi cao dat day, di theo hai 6ng ba
gia gia lam con gai bon ho dé bi mat san tin,. Lé tan kia ciing la ngudi mdi,
ct khang khang lam theo quy tac, khong tra dwgc s6 thé bao hiém thi
khong cho rut.”

Thanh Van nghe ciling moéc thudc 14 ra: “Sau do thi sao? Lé tan cho ho
xem van ban a?”
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“Khong.” — Tao Khai khé nhuwéng may — “Dung lic d6 Ly tong vira
tan hop di ra.”

Tao Khdi quay dau, mat hoi nhiu lai: “Ly tong la nguwdi thé nao ch,
chi liéc mat théi da biét nguwoi dé la ky gia roi.”

“Nhac nhé a?”

“Khéng c6, nhic céi gi chit!” — Tao Khai néi — “Ong néi véi ho 18 tan
la nguwdi mdi, chwa thanh thao hé théng, chiit nita 6ng sé dich than xi ly.
Ky gia kia mudn noi tiéng dén dién roi, con dac biét dén Cuc bao giam to
cdo. Cha c6 cai quai gi, c6 ta to cdo thé nao dwgc! Cuc bdo giam ciing cha
buon dé y dén co6 ta, chuyén nay ci thé chim xuéng.”

“Thé bao hiém thi sao?”

Tao Khai nhin dong xe cham chap phia trwdc, than nhién néi: “Puwong
nhién la tim duoc roi.”

Thanh Van cuoi: “Tim dwoc l1a tot roi.”

Chuong dién thoai Tao Khai vang 1én, anh ta dui thudc 14 nghe dién
thoai.

“Da, Ly tong!”
Bat gidc dau may Thanh Van nhtc nhich.

“Phai chut nita, duwong cao toc san bay bi ket r6i. Chi Thanh néi néu
khong moi nguoi an trudce di.”

“A, vay cling dugc, bon em sé tranh thu.”

Cudc noi chuyén rat ngan gon, Tao Khai dé dién thoai xuéng noi: “Ly
tong bao sé doi. Budi tay tran nay chi khong dén ho sé khong khai tiéc.”
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Nha Ly Van Sung kha gan san bay thu d6, néu nhu khong ket xe thi
chi hai ba muoi phat la dén noi r6i, nhung vi vu ket xe nay phai mat dén
ntra gio.

“Rot cudc da dén roi!” — Tao Khai lai xe dén mic tran dam dia mo
héi, trong xe da tat diéu hoa — “Pa an toan dén noi, chi mau vao di. Bén
ngoai lanh, chi ding nan lai.”

AY
“l I’”
.

Tao Khai dirng xe trdc civa nha Ly Van Sung, Thanh Van xudng xe.
Gio rét cam cam, trong san nha Ly Van Sung trong khong it cay, cé tung co
bach. Vao mua nay ma van c6 thé thady dugc chit mau xanh qua that khong
dé.

Co6 nhan chudng ctra. Bac thém trudc cira dwgc quét don rat sach sé.
Pén ctra trén dau mau vang sang ngoi nhung khong cho6i mat.

Thanh Van thé ra mot hoi, tredc mat 1a lan swong trang xoéa.

Ctta mé& ra, Ly Van Sung dich than ra mé cita. Thanh Van ngang dau,
bong cam giac tran hoi lanh. Tuyét bat dau roi.
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DPiéu hoa dm ap cong thém dia nhiét, trong nhay mat khi néng trong
nha da xua tan gié tuyét bén ngoai. Ly Van Sung mac bo do ¢ nha, dirng tai
dai sanh, cwoi rang ré nhin Thanh Van.

“Veé roi a?”
‘(U’ »
“Mau vao di.”

Ly Van Sung nghiéng nguoi, Thanh Van vao nha: “Tao Khai dang di
dau xe, chac la cling vao nhanh thoi.”

“Cau ta di ludn roi.” — Ly Van Sung vira néi vira khom lung 1ay mot
doi dép vai bong trong ta giay — “Nhanh thay gidy di, tang mot hoi dm
nhiéu, lanh lam.”

“Di ludn ha?” — Thanh Van thoang dung lai — “Anh ta khong an com
sao?”

“Ben cong ty con co chut chuyén, cau ta sé khong an chung véi ching
ta. Hom khac dén sau.”

Thanh Van gat dau, nhan lay dép: “bé ty em thay.”

Ly Van Sung budng tay ra, nhin Thanh Van thay giay.
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“Trén ngwoi em sao ban qua vay?” — Ly Van Sung cau may néi — “Em
khong phai di nghi phép ma di dao than da a?”

“Pao than da thi em di Son Tay ch Quy Chau lam gi!”

Thanh Van thang nguwoi day, cdi 4o khoac ra, treo 1én ctra. Trong nha
loang thoang c6 tiéng no6i chuyén, Thanh Van 16 ngwdi ra nhin mot cai, nho
giong hoi Ly Van Sung: “Co nhitng ai vay?”

“Vo chong Quach Giai.” — Ly Van Sung noi.

“V@ chong?” — Thanh Van ding mot chit, nhin Ly Van Sung néi —
“Chong cua c6 ay cling dén a?”

“U.” — Ly Van Sung néi — “Em lén lau trwéc di, anh bao di Hong pha
nuwdc san roéi. Em tam xong roi xuéng nha an com.”

Thanh Van néi: “Pi 1én lau tdm trwdc khong hay lam dau. Hay la dé
em vao chao hoi trwéc da.”

“Khong can dau. Du sao déu la ngudi quen, anh tro chuyén véi bon ho
mot chut la dwgc ma.”

Thanh Van déng y, mang dép 1én lau.

Vira 1én cau thang lau hai lién thdy mot can phong nga, tredc civa dat
mot chau kiéng. Chau kiéng dwgc cham soc ti mi, mac ké thoi tiét van c
xanh tuoi.

Thanh Van day ctra ra, mot ba ldo gan sdu muoi tudi dang ngoi trén
giwong gap quan 4o. Nghe thay tiéng dong, ba quay dau lai, vira nhin thay
Thanh Van da cuoi ro 1én.

“Co Thanh da vé roi!” — Tiéng ba hoi khan, gia hon tudi cia minh.
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Thanh Van cwoi véi ba: “Di Hong.”

Di Hong tén la Liéu Hong, qué & Quang Tay. Ba lao nay c6 chit dang
thuwong, khong chong khong con, ca doi chura tirng két hon. Nam xwa béi vi
nha nghéo phai ra ngoai lam cong. Lic hon ba mwoi tudi m@i dén lam cho
nha me cua Ly Van Sung. Vi hgp y lao phu nhan nén dugc gitt lai lam hon
hai mwoi nam. Tuy 1a nguwdi gitp viéc nhung ngudi trong nha déi véi ba rat
khach sdo, Ly Van Sung ciing goi ba mot tiéng di Hong.

Di Hong dat quan 4o xudng, m@ ctra phong tam ra.

“Pa chuan bi xong hét roi, d6 dung vé sinh, khan 16ng, dép va ca dé
thay déu day du ca.”

“Da.”

“T0i ra ngoai trudc, co gi co ctt kéu toi, toi & ngay bén ngoai thoi.”

Phong tam rat 16n dat mot chiéc bon mat xa c& dai, nwéc lung nira
bon, boc hoi néng nghi ngut. Trong phong qua néng, Thanh Van nhanh
chéng cdi quan 4o ra, tredc hét tam so dwdi voi sen, sau d6 méi ngam minh
vao bon.

Pi dwong mét moi, Thanh Van tranh thd nang cao tinh than, nhung
ngam minh trong nwdc néng lau nén c6 chit moe mang. Lic co di ra khoi
bon tdm, cdm gidc minh ma ngam nita chac sé chét du6i mat. Co thay quan
ao, say kho téc, budce ra khoi phong. Di Hong da gap xong quan ao.

“Co Thanh udng chit nuwéc di!” — Di Hong cam c6c nwdc dwa cho
Thanh Van.

Co cam lén udng mot hdp réi néi: “Chau xudng day di Hong.”
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Lic Thanh Van xudng lau loang thodng nghe thdy Ly Van Sung dang
tro chuyén vGi nguwdi khac, cu thé noi gi thi khong ré. Bén ldc ¢o di vao dai
sanh, Quach Giai ngoi trén ghé salon nhin thay c6 dau tién, anh mat sang
len: “Thanh Van!”

Quach Giai 16n hon Thanh Van ba tudi, c6 diéu phat twéng sém, chua
dén ba mwoi lam ma chiéc cam doi da vo cung ro rang.

Ly Van Sung ngoi trén chi€c ghé salon don dwa lung vé phia Thanh
Van. Nghe thady Quach Giai kéu 6ng cling quay lai: “Stta soan xong r6i a?”

“U.” — Thanh Van cudi di dén — “Xin 16i di dé moi ngudi doi lau.
MGi vira roi ca ngwoi day bui khong thé 1én ban an luén dugc.”

“Néi gi vay!” — Quach Giai kéo Thanh Van ng6i chung v6i minh —
“Pé t6i xem nao, khong sao day chit?”

Thanh Van liéc nhin Ly Van Sung: “Em chi xdy ra chit tai nan ma
anh lai bac loa di tuyén truyén khap noi vay ha?”

Ly Van Sung mim cwoi khong tra 16i, Quach Giai vo c6 mot cai: “Sao
lai néi thé, con khéng mudn cho t6i biét a?”

“Khong sao la dugc roi, ra ngoai can than van thoa dang hon.”

Thanh Van khong phai khéng chi y dén mot nguwoi khac dang ngoi
trén chiéc ghé salon bén canh, c6 diéu la chwa cat tiéng chao thi anh ta da
1én tiéng trudc. Thanh Van tién thé cling chao héi: “Vi nay la gido su Thoi
sao?”

“O? Hai ngwoi gap nhau roi sao?”

Pau 6c Quéch Giai hoi mu mg@. Tuy c6 ta va Thanh Van rét than,
nhung Thoi Lgi Van ludn ban ron, khong than thiét 1am vdi bén Ly Van
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Sung. Nhung hém nay c6 ta cdm gidc hai bén khong giong nhw lan dau gap
ga.

“Gap mot lan r6i.” — Thanh Van than nhién néi.

Ly Van Sung & bén canh ndi: “Luc tredc anh c6 viéec tim bac si Thoi
giup d& nén anh va Thanh Van cé mai anh ay an mét bita com.”

Quach Giai gat dau: “Nhé r6i, chuyén da 1au lam r6i, xem céi tri nh&
nay cua em di!”

Quach Giai va Thanh Van la ban than. Me cua Quach Giai va me cua
Ly Van Sung la ban bé, cho nén lic treéc Quach Giai thwong xuyén dén
nha Ly Van Sung choi. Tuy thuwong xuyéen qua lai nhung co6 ta lai khong
than vGi Ly Van Sung, trai lai than thiét véi Thanh Van xap xi tudi minh
hon. Co6 ta von khong di lam, chi nhan r6i ¢ nha. Sau d6 ¢t mai vay ciing
khong dugc, nén vao cong ty Thanh Van lam mot cong viéc nhan ha, hién
tai xem nhu hai ngudi la dong nghiép.

Ly Van Sung lai noi: “Giao sw Thoi bay gio la chuyén gia ¢ bénh vien
Hiép Hoa, tudi con tré, tién do rong ma day!”

“Qi, Ly tong dirng noi toi nhw vay, hién tai cai danh gido sw ndy chi dé
bi nguwdi mang théi!” — Théi Lgi Van noi dua.

Thanh Van chi lang 1ang ng6i nghe bon ho tro chuyén, cling khong noi
nhiéu. Mot 14t sau, Quach Giai & bén canh vo dui: “Théi nao, nguoi da da

"’

r6i, chiing ta an com di

Co ta chong chan ditng 1én, chan té ran suyt nita lai ngd xuéng. Thanh
Van do co ta, Quach Giai cwoi néi: “Xem toi doi chwa nay!”

bi dén phong an, Thanh Van vira nhin thdy bai tri trén ban da nhiu
may. Quach Giai vira ng6i xudng vira noi: “Sao vay, cai noéi 1au bang dong
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nguyén chat nay dugc dac biét lam theo yéu cau d6.”

Noi lau rat dep, dang boc hoi néng, bén dwdi la mot dé vubng that
mong.

Thanh Van lo dang liéc nhin Ly Van Sung, Ly Van Sung da ngoi
xuong. Co thu hoi &nh mat, cling ngo6i xudng.

Trén ban khong c6 rwgu, Ly Van Sung rat binh thwong, 6ng rat it khi
ubng rugu, ma ciing khong thich Thanh Van uéng.

Bo6n nguoi bat dau vay quanh no6i lau, vira an vira tro chuyén. Quach
Giai ndi rat nhiéu, c lién mién khong ngét, con hoi Thanh Van c6 gap
dwgc chuyén gi ly tha trong chuyén di khong.

“Khong c6 gi ly tha ca.” — Thanh Van noi.

“Quy Chau co gi choi khong?”

“Khong c6 gi choi.”

“Cé thang canh gi khong?”

“Khong c6 gi hét.”

“...” — Quach Giai dva ngon tay choc choc Thanh Van — “Chi lo an
thoi phai khong?”

Bat chgt, Thanh Van cam thay doan déi thoai nay hoi quen quen. Bén
khi c6 bat dau nhd¢ lai, rat nhiéu ky ¢c va hinh anh vé cudc gap g& ngan
ngui kia lai tran vé dau 6c. Tay Thanh Van thoang khung lai. Co ngang
dau, dung lic thady dwoc Ly Van Sung dang nhin minh.

Ong ngdi doi dién Thanh Van, chinh gitta 1a ndi 1au sbi tng uc. CH
khong nhin r6 4nh mat 6ng qua lan khéi nghi ngit.
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Ly Van Sung da dat diia xuéng. Théi quen sinh hoat ctia 6ng rat tot,
tredc gio com tdi chi an no tam bdy phan. Ngoai trtt chuyén hut thudc 14 ra,
théi quen ctia 6ng cé thé viét thanh mot quyén sach dudng sinh. Trong lau
tha khong it d6, nhung dng chi an c6 chiit rau cai, va hai chiéc banh nuwéng.

“An, dn, &n, ma lai con an thé nao ciing khong map, that sy 1a ganh ti
chét di dwgc!” — Quach Giai & bén canh nai.

Thanh Van cudi: “Duong nhién t6i phai lo an réi, cad ngay hom nay t6i
chwa co6 gi bo bung cal!”

“Trung hgp qua, toi cling vay!” — Quach Giai thé dai mot hoi — “Von
dinh gidm can mot chut, két qua la bung khong chiu thua, an it mot bira
cling khong yén.”

“Phu ni* bon em ngay ngay doi gidm can, nhw vay rat dé xay ra sai lam
lam!” — Thoi Loi Van ¢ bén canh néi — “Bién phap tot nhat 1a hoc theo Ly
tong, chui y can bang an udéng, an ding gio, dung khau phan. Than thé dugc
nuoi dwdng tot thi tat bénh ty nhién sé it di.”

“Sao day, ché em map a?”

“Oan qua, anh ché em map bao gio! Anh chi bdo em hoc theo cach
song lanh manh théi ma.”

“Oi...” — Quéach Giai khoa trvong cam khai — “Anh hoc truéc cho em
xem di! Tinh than kia caa Ly tong ay, cho du c6 tu kho hanh cling khong cé
dinh lyc bang anh ay nita kia!”

Hai vo chong mot xwéng mot hoa, thira dip ho khua mo6i mda mép,
Thanh Van tranh thu an vai miéng thit. Bén kia vira néi xong, co cling vira
dé diia xuong.
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Ca bita com khong néi chuyén chinh sy gi, c¢ thé két thic trong
nhitng chuyén vat vanh. Sau khi an xong lai tan gau mot hoi Quach Giai va
Thoi Lgi Van maéi ditng day cao tu.

“H6m nao t6i tim c6, hai ching ta tro chuyén nhiéu mot chiut.” —
Quach Giai kéo Thanh Van 6 ctra.

“Pugc, tuan nay co ranh ngay nao thi goi dién thoai cho t6i.” — Thanh
Van noi, dung lac hai ngwoi dan ong bén canh cling dang tro chuyén, co
quay dau noi — “T6i moi.”

Quéch Giai vo vo6 c6 roi ra vé vdéi Thoi Lgi Van. Di Hong xudng lau
thu don bat dia, Ly Van Sung di dén ban pha tra.

Thanh Van di dén néi: “Sao lai kéu luon chong cia Quach Giai dén
VéIY?”

Ly Van Sung dun nudc, ngoi trén ghé salon nghi ngoi: “Trung hop
thoi, cong viéc bac sy cling ban ma. Hom nay ding lic ranh roi nén anh ta
di theo Quach Giai dén day.”

Thanh Van ngoi doi dién 6ng khong néi gi. Tra da pha xong, Ly Van
Sung rét nita chung cho Thanh Van. Thanh Van khong thich udng tra, da
dang con néng, nhung Ly Van Sung lai thich. C6 danh chiu th6i, moi lan
dén day déu phai uong.

Bén canh ban tra la chiéc lw hwong nho nho, ltc nay bén trong khong
dot hwong. Nhung tan hwong da dot Iic trede chwa do di, van cé thé ngti
thdy mui hwong thoang thoang.

“Em di ra ngoai mét chuyén ciing khong dé cho ngudi ta bét lo dugce.”
— Ly Van Sung than nhién nai.

Thanh Van rii mat: “Pau phai chuyén 16n lao gi.”
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“Xe cling lat...” — Ly Van Sung cau may, trén tran hién ro nép nhan —
“... con khong phai chuyén 16n? Vay em ndi cho anh nghe xem cai gi mai
la chuyén 16n ha?”

Thanh Van nhiin nhin vai: “Khong phai la em da tré veé réi sao!”
“Em chaoi cling nén c6 mirc do thoi!”
Thanh Van cam lay chiéc chung khong trén ban ngam nghia.

Ly Van Sung dwa tay chi chi c6: “Sau nay nhé budi toi c6 di dau cling
khong dwoc di duwong deo, néu 16 dung phéi ga tai xé khong cé mat em
cling khong biét kéu oan véi ai.”

Thanh Van lay may miéng banh trén ban an: “Biét roi!”

“HO6m nay tré qua roi em & lai day di. Ngay mai nghi thém mot ngay
nita roi di lam lai.” — Ly Van Sung noi.

“Ngay mai em dén, hdm nay em vé nha day.”
“Tré nhw vay roi dirng di dau nita.”
“Rat nhiéu do dac ctia em ciing khéng c6 & day.”

“Anh ldy giup em r6i.” — Ly Van Sung chi chi 1én lau no6i — “Déu &
trén tang hai.”

Thanh Van nhai vai miéng banh quy, Ly Van Sung nhin c6 néi: “Pay
la banh méi vira r6i Quach Giai mang dén, an m6t miéng thi duwgc, dirng
nén an nhiéu qua.”

Thanh Van nu6t banh xudng, ngdp mat cai: “Em 1én lau day.”
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“O diing r6i!” — Thanh Van di dugc vai buéc, Ly Van Sung di néi sau
lung c6 — “Luc d6 hai nguwdoi di chung véi em, mot hwéng dan vién du lich
va mot tai xé, tinh trang ho thé nao? C6 can gitp do gi khong?”

Thanh Van di 1én lau: “Em da trd vién phi, tién cling da thanh toan
xong, khéng can gilip d& gi nita hét.”

Thanh Van di dén gitta cau thang, tiéng n6i Ly Van Sung lai truyén
dén. Lan nay gitta ho cdch mot ntra vach twong, tiéng Ly Van Sung c6 vé
hoi tram thap.

“Péu thanh toan xong roi sao?”
Buwéc chan Thanh Van hoi khyng lai, ti tv noéi: “Thanh toan xong roi.”

Co dgi mé6t hoi, Ly Van Sung khong noi gi nita, co lai khé 1am bam
mot cau “Péu thanh todn xong ca ro6i” mdi di 1én lau.
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bi vai ngay cong viéc da chong chat. Thanh Van khong nghi thém mot
ngay nita, sang sém hom sau da dén thang cong ty. Cong ty Thanh Van
cach nha Ly Van Sung kha xa, & khu Phong Dai, bén canh cong ty chinh la
bén xe dwong dai, thwong ngay lwu lwgng ngudi rat nhiéu, sap dén tét
Nguyén Péan nén tir sém dén t6i bén ngoai bén xe ludn dong dtc.

Thanh Van thitc day s6m, rita mat thay quan do. Ca can nha rat yén
tinh, Thanh Van di xudng lau gap di Hong dang tuwdi cay, héi cé bita sang
chua.

“Qi sao co lai day s6m vay chi??” — Di Hong kinh ngac néi.

“Chau muén dén céng ty mot chuyén, trong nha c6 gi an khong, lam
dai cho chau an 16t da truwéce.”

Phong Ly Van Sung & tang ba, tuy cach kha xa khong nghe thay dwoc
nhuwng Thanh Van van bat giac ha thap giong.

“Co0 doi Ly tién sinh cung an di.” — Di Hong néi — “T6i qua cau ay da
dan vay roi.”

Thanh Van cwoi cuoi: “Khéng can dau a.”.

Co luc loi ¢ tang mot mot vong, thé nhung thwong ngay Ly Van Sung
qua chud y dén phwong dién am thue, dirng noi la thye pham rac, ngay ca dé
an vat cho d& buon miéng cling khong cé.
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“Banh hom qua dau?” — Thanh Van chi vao ban tra.

“A, banh Thon Pao Huong d6 hom qua ¢6 Quach mang dén, t6i qua
trwdc khi 1én lau Ly tién sinh da bdo toi viit hét r6i.”

(13 »

Thanh Van khéng nhin dwoc liéc trang mat r6i di vao trong. Pay ctrta
ra, Thanh Van nhin thdy gi d6, nhoén mo6i cuwdi 1én: “Tot qua, dé chau tim
ra roi nhé.”

Di Hong di theo phia sau, vira nhin d6 Thanh Van cam voi vang ngan
can.

“Qi khong dugc dau ¢ Thanh, d6 1a cho chim an.”

Thanh Van mé& banh bich quy ra: “Cé sao dau, mén nay do chau mua

ma.”

Vé mat di Héng do ndo: “May con chim nay rat tham an, tuy mot
thang Ly tién sinh ciling chi cho mot miéng, nhwng du sao c¢6 Thanh ciing
khong thé an dugc. Ly tién sinh biét sé trach t6i do.”

T6i hom qua Thanh Van an khéng duwgc no, nita dém da doi bung
nhung lwoi i dong nén khong xudng giwdong. Bay gio vat va lam méi tim
duwgc banh bich quy, lam sao ma chiu dé xuong dugc.

“Yén tam, anh dy khong trach di dau.” — Thanh Van cuén banh bich
quy lai nhét vao tidi xach, dinh mang theo an doc dwong — “Anh ay cling da
quen r6i.”

Ra ctra, tuyét da ngirng roi. Tran tuyét dém qua khong nhod, da déng
mot 16p that day trén mat dat. Thanh Van wéc tinh nhiét do, cam giac co 1é
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la mwoi lam mwoi sdu do, bo do6 nay cha c6 van c6 thé mién cudng chong
chiu duoc.
Cing may la c6 xe. Pém trudc khi Thanh Van di cong tac ¢ nha Ly

Van Sung, xe cling dé ¢ ddy. Co6 m@ ctra gara xe hoi ra, bén trong dau mot
chiéc xe Lexus mau den.

Bai vi ra khoi nha s6m nén tréen duong xe cg con thuwa thét. Thanh
Van lai xe dén cong ty ding lic gap dwgc hai nhan vién. Xudng xe chao
hoi xong, co di vao van phong cua minh.

Cong viéc cang chat cang nhiéu, Thanh Van 1ap bang cong tac xong,
lai tuan ty gidi quyét ti'ng viéc mot. Hon bdy gid, nhan vién cong ty lan
lwgt vao lam. Thanh Van cam 14y dién thoai trén ban lam viéc, goi mot s
ndi bo, chuong vira do thi mot ngwoi dan 6ng da bat may.

“Sé’p a!”

Thanh Van nhin mén do trong tay, néi: “Tiéu T, dén day mot chut.”

Twr Chi Diing lap ttc dap: “Da, dén ngay day!”

Dbé dién thoai xudng, chrra dén nira phit sau bén ngoai phong lam viéc
da nghe thay tiéng chay ram ram. Ctta bi gé vang, Thanh Van kéu vao di.

Tw Chi Diing budc vao, tién tay dong cwra lai.
ccsé‘p a!”

Nam nay Tw Chi Diing hai muwoi chin tu6i, sau khi t6t nghiép nghién
cttu sinh thi dén cong ty Thanh Van lam t6 trwéng bo phan ky thuat. No6i 1a
b0 phan ky thuat that ra la khau stta chita may vi tinh, thinh thoang lam
chut cap nhat va bao vé hé thong, chuyén lo viéc hau can.
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Cau ta di dén trwdc mat Thanh Van, mang mot cdp kiéng that day, voc
dang gay nhom, trén mat vira nd nu cwoi da toan la nép nhan.

Thanh Van cam may tap bao céo trong tay, khong ndéi ngay lap tirc. Tw
Chi Diing len 1én liéc nhin, la bao cdo nghiép vu mdy hom truéc.

“Sép nghi phép vai ngay choi cé vui khong?” — Tt Chi Diing cat tiéng
héi.

“Cling tam duwgc.” — Thanh Van ngang dau — “Thdy téi c6 gay di
khong?”

“Gay a!” — Tt Chi Diing n6i — “Bén ngoai an khéng ngon a?”

Thanh Van cuwdi cuwoi, bo do xudng: “May ngay téi khong cé & day,
tinh trang cong ty thé nao?”

Twr Chi Diing vo tay mot cai: “Tat ca déu thuan 1gi.”

Thanh Van ngwdc mat, nhin ciu ta: “C6 ngwodi nao dén tim cau
khong?”

T Chi Diing khong hiéu ra sao: “Ai tim em? Khong ai tim em ca!”

Tw Chi Diing cting khong phai la nguwdi méi ra doi, vira nghe cau hoi
ctia Thanh Van da cdm thay c6 van dé. Thanh Van khong néi tiép, cho cau
ta thoi gian nhd lai.

“0, ding roi sép!” — Tir Chi Diing nhé ra gi d6, ké gan lai — “Mdy
ngay hém truedc c6 nguoi dén tong cong ty gdy chuyén, chi cé nghe noi

khong?”

Thanh Van lac dau: “Khong. Chuyén 16n khong?”
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“Ciling binh thwong, nhung vira c6 chit manh moi da bi nhan chim
16i.” — Ttr Chi Diing néi — “Qua that la co tinh gay sy. Hién tai dam ky gia
nay thich lam to chuyén nén cho nguwdi dén ndo loan. Nao loan ding
chuyén thi la cttu gitp dan ching, néo loan sai chuyén ban than cling chang
c6 ton hai gi.”

Tt Chi Diing htt mot tiéng: “Ct nhu ching ta khong phai la nguoi
VéIY!”

Thanh Van néi: “Cudi cung giai quyét dugc chwa?”

“Gidi quyét r6i a.” — Tt Chi Diing xua xua tay nhw bat man — “That ra
la do lé tan khong thanh thao nghiép vu, hinh nhw do lanh dao cao cédp ra
mat, tra ra dugc thé bao hiém roéi cho rat.”

Thanh Van gat gat dau: “Khoéng ai tGi cong ty ching ta a?”

“Co lién quan gi dén ching ta dau!” — Ttr Chi Dling cdm thdy Thanh
Van ban khoan dv thira — “Chung ta chi la dai ly cho cong ty hg, ho méi la
dau tau, muoén tim cling phai tim bon ho chi.”

Thanh Van gat dau: “Pugc roi, moi ngudi da cuyc kho roi, di lam viéc

di »

Tw Chi Diing roi khéi van phong, Thanh Van tya vao ghé xoay, co
quay ntta vong ré6i cam lay bang biéu 1én xem lan nita. Tuy cong viéc chat
dong nhwng lam nghiém tic cling gidi quyét rat nhanh, chwa téi mwoi mot
gio da x ly duvgc hon phan niva. Crira lai c6 nguoi go, khong dgi co tra 101
ngwoi d6 da mad thang ra di vao.

Thanh Van cling khong ngang dau 1én: “C6 dén mudn roi.”

Quach Giai cudi toe toét di dén, chiéc do phao 16ng vii khién hinh thé
cd ta cang tron tria hon. Thanh Van ngang dau, nhin thdy c6 ta dang 6m
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bung di dén, néi: “Trom min a?”
Quaéch Giai di dén tredc mat Thanh Van, xoet mot tiéng ma ao ra.
“Tén tén tén ten!”

Quach Giai vira hat, bén trong do vira hién ra mot chié€c hop. Thanh
Van liéc mat nhin: ” Do gi d6?”

Quéach Giai m& hop ra, Thanh Van méi vira nhin thdy nap da bé do
trén tay xuong.

“Da day!”

Thanh Van 16i do trong hop ra. D6 1a mét chai rwgu khong 16n, dugc
day kin ndp, ngoai chai tron nhan, khéng cé nhan hiéu gi.

CO cam lén ngtti thir: “Ruogu gi vay?”

Quaéch Giai ngoi doi dién Thanh Van, vo vo chai ruegu néi: “Rugu sita
Moéng C6 nha cau rudt toi 4, 1an trwdc khong phdi c6 bao t6i mang dén sao?
T6i van nhé ma!”

“Co that c6 long!” — Thanh Van cam chai rwgu 1én nhin t6i nhin lui.

S& di quan hé Quach Giai va Thanh Van than thiét chinh xac la do
rwgu. Hai ngwdi phu nit nay déu thich uéng rwgu, nhung Ly Van Sung va
Théi Loi Van mot ngwoi thi mudn duwdng sinh, mot nguwdi la bac si, nén déu

khong cho ho uéng. Hai ngwoi chi cé thé 1én Iit udng bén ngoai cho da
ghién thoi.

Thanh Van vo vo chai regu: “T6i nay dén cho toi di.”

Quéach Giai cuoi mot tiéng, mat cong mat tron: “C& quyét dinh vay

2

nhé.
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“Pa néi vbi chong cb chwa?”
“H6m nay anh ay truc ban, n6i hay khong déu nhw nhau.”

Thanh Van dé chai rvgu xudng, thuan miéng noi: “Bac si déu ban ma,

con kiém thém chitc gido sw, kiém ciling khong it dau nhi!”

“Gom lai cling du cho hai vg chong t6i trang trai.” — Quach Giai cuoi
néi — “Ai ciling khong thé sanh bang Ly Van Sung dwgc. Va lai, binh
thwong chong t6i cling khong cho to6i réu rao vGi bén ngoai, du sao khoa
cta anh dy...”

Quaéch Giai hip mat, nhay nhay véi Thanh Van, y 1a c6 hiéu ma.

Thanh Van khong cho c6 ta mdt mii: “Khoa gi?”

“Chac, phu khoa dé!” — Vé mat Quach Giai hoi khoa truong — “Mot
nguoi dan ong lam giao su phu khoa, noi ra c6 chut ngai ch sao.”

Thanh Van cwoi, khong tiép 10i co ta.

Bubi chiéu tan s@, tin nhan ctia Ly Van Sung ding ltuc gri dén, hoi co
t0i nay thé nao. Thanh Van néi cho 6ng biét muon di choi véi Quach Giai,
Ly Van Sung nhan lai bdo chd y an toan.

Thanh Van lai xe dwa Quach Giai trd vé nha minh. Nha c6 & bén canh
cong vién Triéu Dwong, vi tri dia 1y cuc tot khong cao khong thap, khung
clra sO sat dat khién tam mat khong bi ngan trd, cling khéng vi nha ndm cao
qua ma mo ho.

Co6 diéu nha Thanh Van chi bai tri don gian, tham chi c6 thé noi la
chang bai tri gi. Lic Thanh Van mua nha da bdo ngwdoi bai tri cia cong ty

don hét do trong nha ra. Ngoai trtr giwong ra, nha c6 chang c6 vat dung gi
dang ké. B6 dién gia dung déu chi trung cho c6. Can nha mot tram bay, mot
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tram tdm muoi mét vuong c thé bi Thanh Van bién thanh giéng nhuw nha
kho. Nguoi khac héi Thanh Van tai sao lai lam nhv vay. Thanh Van noi:
“Po6 dac nhiéu bat tién.”

Ly Van Sung mac ké khong hoi dén hanh dong cua Thanh Van, du sao
cd & bén nha 6ng con nhiéu hon & day. C6 diéu la mot lan ghé tham, 6ng
that s khong nhin dwgc sai nguwdi mua vai bic tranh treo 1én twong. Trong
nhdy mat nha kho da bién thanh phong trién 1am nghé thuat hién dai.

Thanh Van va Quach Giai vao nha, co bat dén lén, chinh diéu hoa lén
muc cao nhat.
"’

“Qua day nao

Thanh Van kéu Quach Giai di dén canh ctra so6 sat dat ngoi xuong, &
dé6 c6 chiéc ban tron nhé, bén canh 1a hai chiéc ghé tron tron.

“Sao nha ctia ¢6 chang cé chit hoi nguwdi nao hét vay?” — Quach Giai
di dén — “Khong duing, c6 nhin cai ly nay xem, day la ly uéng Champagne,
nao co ai lay ly nay uéng rugu trang chir!”

“Néu khong thi chi c6 chén thoi, c6 mudn uéng bang chén tdi ciling
khong c6 y kién.”

“Thoi, uéng bang ly nay di vay.”
MOoi ngudi uéng ntra ly reegu, ca nguwdi déu nong l1én.

“Sang khoai!” — Thanh Van cudi néi — “Dé t6i goi dién thoai kéu vai
mon nham.”

“Mau goi di!”
Khoéng t¢i muwoi phit, tiém an da dwa do dén. Thanh Van mé hop ra,

bo lén ban, hai nguoi vira an vira tro chuyén.
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Tuy Quach Giai thich uéng ruwgu nhung titu Iwgng ctia ¢6 ta khong
bang Thanh Van. Vira uéng mot ly rwgu mat da do ran 1én. Chu dé néi
chuyén cuia hai nguoi tir cong viéc dén sy nghiép, dén gia dinh, roi dén du
thi chuyén trén troi dwdi dat. Quach Giai than van hién tai ap Iwc cudc
song qua 16n, lai thao ludn dén viéc xr Iy quan hé gia dinh. Thanh Van bao
co ta udbng cham thoi, lang lang nghe 6 ta cau nhau.

“T6i n6i c6 nghe, may dita con gai bay gio that cha ra sao!” — Quach
Giai lanh mat nhin Thanh Van — “C6 biét khong, y ta thuc tap goi dién
thoai thang dén nha t6i luon.”

Thanh Van ngudc mat nhin 6 ta, khong 1én tiéng.

Quach Giai hip mat: “Co néi xem, bay gio may con bé dé ti tién lam!
Ciing khong quan tam dén ngwoi ta c6 gia dinh hay chwa, vira gap la da xin
sO dién thoai giong nhu 1a doi nay chwa tirng thdy dan 6ng vay. Con c6 may
bénh nhan kia nita, da nam trén giwong bénh réi van con khong quén xin
Weixin. C6 n6i xem bénh thi chét ludn di cho réi ding khong? Ne, co noéi
xem c6 dung khong ha?”

Thanh Van nhéch méi cwoi: “Chong c6 dep trai, tudi lai khong 16n, tay
nghé lai cao. C6 nguwdi thich cling binh thwong théi. Co phai thay déi cach
suy nghi di, nhiéu y ta bénh nhan thich anh ta nhw vay nhung khong phai la
anh ta van song vdi co sao!”

“H®!” — Quach Giai cudi khay mot tiéng, nho giong néi tham — “Séng
vdi t6i a, vi sao anh dy két hon vdi téi ¢o6 con khong biét sao?”

“Vay thi sao, co c6 gia thé, c6 bdi canh thi anh ta yéu cai do thoi!” -
Thanh Van uéng mét hdp ruou.

Quach Giai nghe, tir tit nhéch moéi: “Khong sai, anh ay yéu cai dé
th6i.”
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Thé dai mét hoi, Quéach Giai an hai miéng lai ndy ra y nghi khac.
“Con c6?”

Thanh Van khyng lai: “Toi cai gi?”

“Co va Ly Van Sung do.”

Thanh Van néi: “T6i va anh ay thé nao?”

“Chac...” — Quach Giai day Thanh Van mot cai — “Lan nay anh ta cé
néi chuyén két hon véi c6 khong?”

Rugu trong ly chi con it, nhung khé dung dwa ly rigu van séng sanh.
“Két hon gi?...”

Quach Giai vira nghe giong diéu ctia co thi da biét. Co ta ngoi keé lai:
“Con chwa noi a?”

Co ta cau may: “Khong dang nhi...”

Thanh Van ngwdc mat, khuoén mat tron tria cia Quach Giai bat dau
nghiém tdc: “Budi toi 6 xay ra tai nan Ly Van Sung goi thang dén di dong
cta chong t6i. Troi a, lam t6i sg chét khiép co biét khong? Toi cling khong
biét hai nguwdi ho quen than dén mic do!”

“Anh ay goi cho chong c6 lam gi?”

“Bado chong t6i chuan bi.” — Quach Giai mang vé mat ‘sao c6 ngéc
vay’ — “Anh ta sg co bi thwong, nén lién lac treéc voi nguoi bén nay. Ciing
may ma co khong sao.”

Thanh Van cti dau khéng néi.
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Quéach Giai nhin c06, lai néi: “C6 doi khi t6i that sy khéng hiéu hai
nguoi.”

Thanh Van van cti dau, Quach Giai nhin ra thanh pho dén dudc ruc ro
bén ngoai. Co ta da nga say: “Néi that, ban dau toi cling khong thich c6

b4 »

lam.

Quaéch Giai noéi: “Co rat xinh dep, nhung khong cé gia thé, mot minh
tr phwong Bac tréi giat dén day, lai bAm dwgc Vwong Lao Ngii (1) cao cap.
Noi cho co nghe, ngugc lai la ai cling sé ghen ty thoi!”

(1) Vuong Lao Ngii: y chi nguwoi dan 6ng hoi tu nhitng tiéu chuan dep
trai, giéi giang, giau c6, hoc thitc cao, khiém ton.

Thanh Van cuoi.

“Co diéu Ly Van Sung ciing khién t6i bat ngd.” — Quach Giai cau may
— “Pa nhiéu nam nhw vdy, bén canh anh ta cé rat nhiéu phu ni, nhung
ngoai triv c6 ra anh ta that sy chwa titng dé tam dén ai. Toi cling chua tirng
nghe noi c6 ai dén & nha anh ta. Va lai, hién tai anh ta nhu thé nay, muon
néi khong dé tam dén co cling khong ai tin.”

“Ma nhac téi cling la.” — Quach Giai lac v ly regu néi — “Tudi tac anh
ta cling khong con tré, sap nam muoi réi con gi. Anh ta cling chang gidng
kiéu cong ti dao hoa, theo ly la phai 1ap gia dinh ti 1au r6i. Nhwng dén bay
gi0 anh ta chua tirng két hén lan nao. Chinh ban than anh ta cling khong
gap sao? Hay 1a sg c6 nguoi lira tién cda anh ta? ft nhét cling nén cé con
ma@i phai chit.”

Thanh Van ngat 10i c6 ta: “Co quan tam dén anh ay lam...”

“Q, t6i biét r6i!” — Quach Giai vd tay mot cai, trong 1ong Thanh Van
run 1én.
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Quéch Giai giong nhu tiét 10 bi mat, néi véi Thanh Van: “Khéng phai
anh ta da c6 con riéng r6i... nén mai thong tha nhw vay chii?”

“...” — Thanh Van thé& dai mét tiéng.

Quéch Giai hiéu 1am ham nghia tiéng thd dai nay ctia Thanh Van, voi
vang do6i 10i: “Cé diéu cling chang sao dau. Ai ciing biét c6 la con dau
twong lai ctia Ly gia, 1ao phu nhan ciing gap mat c6 roi, trong nha con cé
phong riéng cho co nita. Tuy khong dang ky két hn nhung ca thién ha nay
déu biét c6 va Ly Van Sung danh chinh ngon thuan nhat. Co diéu...”

Quach Giai chuyén dé tai, lai n6i: “Chi day n6i hoi nhiéu mot chit, co
nghe r6i thoi, ditng quan tam.”

Thanh Van noi: “Co c& noi di.”

Quaéch Giai dé ly rugu lai trén ban: “Pan 6ng giong nhu Ly Van Sung,
co cling dirng trach anh ta lo nghi sdu xa. Muwdi nam trong mat phu nit cé
thé la rat quy trong. Nhung trong mat nguwoi khac lai khong nhat dinh nhw
vay. Néi trang ra la ngudi dan 6ng khi dén mot mic do nhat dinh, ngoai trte
minh ra thi tat cd déu la phy, nhung chi la c6 nhin chwa ra thoi.”

Quéch Giai dwa tay, x0e nam ngén ra: “Giong nhuv mot nguwdi c6 hai
ban tay, dwa mot tay gitp co, c6 da cam thdy vui mirng. Nhung Ly Van
Sung dwa ca hai tay gitp o, ¢6 cang cam thay vui swéng tot bac. Nhung c6
khong biét, anh ta khong giong véi chiing ta. Anh ta da tu thanh phat Quan
Am nghin tay r6i, hai tay nang d& c6, sau lung gidu rat nhiéu tay nang d&
nguoi khac, cd hoan toan khong nhin thay hét.”

Thanh Van cudi, c6 gio ly 1én hwéng vé phia Quach Giai, ho hitng
néi: “Co thay nhiéu qua.”

Quach Giai nang ly rugu 1én, cung ly véi co.
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“T6i no6i nhiéu nhw vay la dé giai sau cho c6 théi. Phu ni khong nén
qua dam chim, néu anh ta v6 tinh that, c6 phai biét tinh dwong lui cho
minh.”

“T6i biét r6i.”

Ca con duwong bén ngoai ctta s6 déu la nha hang va khach san, dén
mau ryc rd. Thanh pho nay vé dém sa doa théi tha, xa hoa doi truy gi6ng
nhw phu 1én 16p 16p man sa. Nhung néu that sy vén man che 1én, bén duwéi
lai c6 bao nhiéu phan phitc tap?

Cting khong ngoai long nguoi, khong ngoai an oan yéu han. Chuyén
trén doi ndi thi hoa my nhung that ra c6 bao nhiéu phan phitc tap dau?
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Thanh Van dan quen véi nhip séng ci. Lam viéc, nghi ngoi, thinh
thodng bi Quach Giai kéo ra ngoai uéng chut rugu, hodc la dén nha Ly Van
Sung. Moi lan dén nha Ly Van Sung, hinh thitc hoan toan déu giong nhau.
Hodc la an com udng tra, hodc la uéng tra an com, sau d6 ngoi tan gau trén
gh€ salon.

Co6 doi khi Thanh Van that sy chiu khong dwgc, cudi cung vira tro
chuyén vira nga guc. Moi lan gap phai tinh huong nhw thé, ldc tinh lai trén
nguoi c6 luén dap mot tdm chan.

Cudi nam cong ty nhiéu viéc, vira 1a hop tong két vira 1a hop chuc tét.
Pay ciing la thoi diém xa giao hiém hoi ctia Ly Van Sung quanh nam suot
thang khong ra khoi cra. Co cugc xa giao Thanh Van di theo, c6 cudc thi
khong.

Hom chuic tét, Ly Van Sung di ra ngoai dung bita v6i may ngudi ban,
lic tré vé goi Thanh Van dén nha, noi cé gi dé cho cd xem. Vat va lam ma&i
dwgc nghi, Thanh Van von dinh & nha nga hai mwoi may gio, két qua la Ly
Van Sung goi mot cu lai phai thirc day.

Lic chay dén nha Ly Van Sung thi troi da t6i. Co vao nha phat hién
chi c6 moi minh Ly Van Sung.

“Di Hong dau?” — Thanh Van cdi 4o khodc, treo 1én gia.

“Vé qué roi.” — Ly Van Sung néi — “Pa 1au r6i di ay chwa vé tham
nha. Tuy khong c6 chong con, nhung van con anh chi em ma.”
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Thanh Van gat gat dau, hai ngudi di dén phong khach.Thanh Van ngoi
xuong udng coc nwdc néng, am nguwdi mot chit mdi noéi: “Anh c6 gi cho
em xem?”

Ly Van Sung cwdi noéi: “O, ding roi, c6 cai nay cho em xem day!”

Ong ditng day, dén ti 1dy mot chiéc tii. C6 1& do nguyén nhan tudi tac
cling c6 1é do cudc song ngam dan, bat ké n6i chuyén hay lam viéc, Ly Van
Sung luén tr ton khién ngudi ta c6 cam giac vitng chac.

Ly Van Sung lay mot xap gidy to trong tui ra, dé 1én ban, nhe go go
ngon tay 1én do roéi néi: “Em xem thit cai nay di.”

Thanh Van dat coc xudng, ldy xap gidy to kia dén. Khi c6 nhin thay
xdp giay t0 kia, theo phan xa ¢6 nghi Ly Van Sung dinh n6i chuyén céng
ty. Pung ldc trede do6 khong 1au vira xdy ra chiat van dé, trong nhay mat suy
nghi ctia c6 déu xoay quanh cong viéc.

Cho nén khi c6 lay giay to trong do ra xem thi qua that giat minh. Keo
cao su van con trong miéng nhung c6 da quén nhai.

“Anh that su...” — Thanh Van tron tron mat — “Anh mua that ha?”

Ly Van Sung cau may, ra vé oan trach: “Cai gi ma anh mua that ha?
Lic trwdc anh no6i véi em, em cho rang anh dang n6i dua sao?”

Thanh Van im lang cti dau. Trong tay c6 la hai phan gidy to dat, c6
diéu khong phai 1a & Bac Kinh. Hai manh dat nay mot & Quy Chau, mot &
Van Nam.

“Em chon xem.” — Ly Van Sung n6i — “Hai manh dat nay déu do anh
tim nguoi lwa chon ti mi, em thich noi nao?”

https://thuviensach.vn



Thanh Van liéc 6ng mot cdi, n6i nhu dua: “Ciing tim thay phong thiay
xem 1oi ha?”

“Oi, em dirng néi giong vay!” — Ly Van Sung nghiém tic chi bao —
“Tha tin 1a c6 ch& khong thé khong tin. Cau an long théi, du sao ciing
chang t6n that gi vGi chung ta. Khong néi dén cai nay, em xem trudc coi
em thich noi nao?”

Thanh Van khong nhin ma héi ngwoc lai : “Mudi nam nita anh méi vé
hwu, anh gap lam gi?”

“Em lai khong nghe k¥ 16i anh néi r6i.” — Ly Van Sung nheo mat lai —
“Anh noéi roi, anh lam dén nam muoi lam tho6i.”

Thanh Van im lang. Ly Van Sung md hai phan gidy t0 trén ban ra,
noéi: “Giay to hai manh dat anh déu ky hét r6i, chi la chra quyét dinh xem
muon noi nao th6i. Em cho anh chit y kién di.”

Thanh Van noéi: “Anh thich thi mua hét di.”

“Loai nha nay khéng can nhiéu.” — Ly Van Sung n6i — “Mot can la da

»

roi.

“Vay...” — Thanh Van cui dau, nghi ngoi choc lat roi khé néi — “Vay
thi Van Nam di.”

“Sao vay? Bi Quy Chau mét chuyén khong thich ha?”
Thanh Van néi: “Hai noi déu t6t.”
“Vay sao khong chon Quy Chau?”

Thanh Van ngwdc mat nhin Ly Van Sung: “Em thdy tén Van Nam hay
hon.”
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Ly Van Sung cuwdi. Tudi tac 6ng khong nhé, hién nhién trén mat co6
dau vét nam thang lwu lai. Moi khi cuwdi khée mat déu han sau nép nhan.
D6 1a nu cwdi tich cop qua nam thang dai, Thanh Van da gap vo so lan.

Thinh thodng c6 cling nhé dén canh twgng lan dau tién gap Ly Van
Sung. Quach Giai noi c6 da ¢ bén canh ong muoi nam. That ra thi con lau
hon vay nita. Pa mwdi hai nam réi, vira ding mot con giap.

Nam d6é Ly Van Sung méGi ba mwoi 1am tudi, anh tudn va than thién.
Pbém hom do ong twa vao ctra biét thy nha minh, noi vdi co khi co dang len
lén di vao khu biét thy cao cap dé day manh tiéu thu bao hiém: “C6 la nhan
vién cta ai? Troi lanh nhw vay con mac vay ngan di ban bao hiém?”

Khi do ong cling cuvoi nhu vay.

Thanh Van nha keo cao su ra, uéng mot hép tra: “Di Hong di r6i ai
cham séc cho anh?”

Ly Van Sung bu6n cuwdi néi: “Anh dau phdi dira bé ba tudi can phai c6
bdo mau cham séc chir!”

Thanh Van quay dau, nhin lwét qua can nha trong trdi mot vong roi
néi: “Anh ciing cho dau bép Trwong nghi phép réi ha?”

“Tét Nguyén Dan ma, dau bép ciing phai nau com cho gia dinh minh
chw.”

Thanh Van dat tach tra xudng, néi: “May ngay nay em sé ¢ day véi
anh.”

“Pugc do. Cé diéu...” — Ly Van Sung chuyén dé tai, nhin Thanh Van
néi — “Em & day chua biét 1a ai cham soc ai nita.”

Thanh Van nhun vai mot cai, khong dap 10i.
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Pén dip Nguyén Dan, nhiéu nguwdi bat dau cho dgi ky nghi tét. Cha dé
tan gau trong cong ty cling tir “thanh tich cu6i nam” dan dan chuyén sang
“nghi tét dy dinh thé nao”. Buwdc vao thang hai, vi tét cang nong dugm, khu
can hd quoc té cao cap Thanh Van & treo rat nhiéu den long dé. Troi vira toi
da cung nhau téa sang, giong nhw qua tdo doé sang ngoi trén cay. Moi lan
ding dwéi lau, Thanh Van déu co6 thé nhanh chéng tim dugc can ho cua
minh. B&i vi chi c6 nha c6 1a tir dau dén cudi déu tro trui.

B06 phan nhan sy va bd phan hau can cling mua khong it do, trang tri
cad cong ty ti trong ra ngoai. Luc con cach ba muoi tét mot tuan, da co
ngwoi bat dau chuan bi xin nghi phép.

Cong ty rat ban, phép cling khong dé xin, nhwng Thanh Van van cho
rat nhiéu ngwoi nghi phép. Két qua dan dén may lanh dao trong cong ty déu
phai tang ca nghiém trong, trong d6 bao gom ca Thanh Van. Ly Van Sung
khong hai 1ong véi chuyén nay ldm. Ong thudng xuyén néi véi Thanh Van,
chi huy cap duéi phai nghiém, ban than ciing phai ti han ché, nhwng Thanh
Van chang nhd bao gio.

Ly Van Sung goi dén lic Thanh Van dang tang ca, ong khong nhin
dwgc néi c6: “Em lam viéc qua cam tinh, hitng 1én la khong chd y dén hau

"’

qua
Thanh Van chang wr htr gi, thuan miéng néi xin 16i roi lai lam tiép.

Cong viéc trong tay khong it, Thanh Van cdm thay kha nang hoan
thanh tredc ky nghi tét la qua thap. Sau khi tang ca xong, Thanh Van roi
khoi cong ty, troi da toi mit.

Co chao hoi bdo vé truc ban, chuan bi vé nha. Béi vi tranh dugc gio
cao diém, Thanh Van lai xe kha thuan lgi, tuy khong phéi ca dudong déu
thong sudt nhung it ra khong bi ket xe dang ké.
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Trén dwong sang 1, hai bén giing day dén 16ng. Anh dén md nhat
chiéu vao dong tuyét dong bén duwdi. Nga tv hoi dong dic, Thanh Van lya
thoi co ré vao mot 16i nho.

Thanh Van rit quen thudc vdi doan duwong giao thong nay, c6 biét
t'ng con hém nho, ngay ca trén duwong co bao nhiéu tiém tra sita co cling
biét rd. Co rat thich con duwdong nay, né khién co6 nhé dén canh tuwgng chay
choi trén dwong qué ngay con tdm bé. Cé diéu con duong kia & qué c6 la
con pho mua sam sam uat, nhung & Bac Kinh lai chi 1a mot con ngd nho
chang ai lui t6i.

Thanh Van nhin ra ngoai ctta s6, nghi xem cé nén dirng lai mua chit
thitc an mang vé nha khong. Pang lic c6 suy nghi, kh6ée mat bong nhac
thdy gi d6. Trong tich tdc Thanh Van gan nhw la bi dién giat, dau 6c con
chwa suy nghi thi chan da dap 1én thang xe.

May ma t6c do xe chay khong nhanh. May ma phia sau khong c6 xe.
Du la nhw vay nhung nguwdi di duong van té vé bat man vdi kiéu thang xe
dot ngot nhu thé. Ho di ngang qua xe oan trach vai cau, nhung Thanh Van
khong nghe thay.

Co nhin ra bén ngoai, bén kia dwong cach do khéng xa c6 mot chiéc
xe may cli dang ding. Trén xe ng6i mot nguwdi, ngwdi dé chan dai, mot
chan chong xu6ng dat, mot chan dé trén ban dap. Hai tay nguwdi dé bo vao
tii 4o, giong nhw dang doi ai.

Bdi vi la ban dém, sac troi toi mit, Thanh Van khong thé nhin r6 dugc
gi. Co nhan ctra s6 xe xudng, khong c6 16p cita kinh t6i mau, gi6 lanh lién
lua vao, Thanh Van nheo mat lai nhin.

Mot nguoi phu nit trung nién nhanh chéong di ra khoi tiém tap hoa bén
canh, trong tay con cam chiéc tii nylon. Sau khi chi ta di ra ngoai thi dén
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thang cho xe mdy, cat budc leo 1én xe. Ga lai xe dap may, r6i quay xe chay
di.

Thanh Van khong néi 10i nao lién 1ai xe hoi chay theo. Trong con hém
nho, xe may cling khong chay nhanh, Thanh Van giit vitng khoang cach
nam muoi mét vGi chiéc xe may. That ra thi chay theo & khodng cach nay
cling xem nhv la trang trgn r6i. Nhung ga 1ai xe may dwong nhu chang hé
nhan ra, chi cham chu tim phvong huéng.

Vua ré vao khuc quanh, xe may dung tai giao 10. Nguwoi phu nit trung
nién budc xudng xe, 1ay tién trong gio ra.

Thanh Van cling xuong xe theo.

Ga lai xe thu tién xong lién bé vao tii quan sau, vira dinh di thi Thanh
Van da kéu léen:

‘(Néy!,J

Ga lai xe dwong nhw khong nghe thdy, xe n6 may, ré vao mot hém nhé
khac. Long Thanh Van dang 1én mot ngon lira v6 danh, chay dudi theo phia
sau. Ngo hém nay cang t6i hon, con duong nho hep, hai bén khong c6 den,
goc twong chat dong tuyét den.

»

Thanh Van kim nén con gian kéu to lén: “Chu bong Nam!...

Tiéng kéu nay khong chi 16n, ma nghe ky bén trong gan nhw con co
maot sy tire gian.

Trong ngo toi, gid tuyét bay bay, xe may dirng lai. Thanh Van khong
nging budc, chay thang dén trudc xe mdy. Nguoi lai xe quan mdt chiéc
khan quang cd, che kin cd khuon mat. Anh nhin nguwdi phu ni tredc mat,
gio tay 1én, kéo khan quang c6 xudng. Trong ltc hit thé pha ra lan khoi
trang.
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Lic nay anh md&i néi mot cau nhu dap lai: “Ha?”

Thanh Van nhin anh kéo khan quang c6 xudng, 10 ra khuén mat ngam
den, mat c6 trgn trirtng nhu sap rét ra ngoai. Co lai cat tiéng, am thanh ciing

run lén:
“Anh lam gi?”
Chu Péng Nam khong hiéu cho lam: “Lam gi la sao?”
Thanh Van chi vao anh: “R6t cudc anh muén lam gi?”
Vé mdt Chu bong Nam mo mit: “Gi ha?”

Thanh Van bong quay dau di, r6i quay trd lai, hit sdu vao mot hoi, gan
giong noi: “Anh dén Bac Kinh khi nao?”

“A.” — Chu Béng Nam thao bao tay ra, gii gii mat — “Vira dén thoi.”

Thanh Van khong muon truy cttu 16i anh néi 1a that hay gia, lai hoi:
“Anh dén Bac Kinh lam gi?”

“Giao do cho nguoi ta.”

Thanh Van cudi khdy mot tiéng: “Anh lai lam chuyén phat nhanh nita
ha.”

Chu B6ong Nam khong tra 16i. Thanh Van chong tay 1én eo, nhat thoi
trong dau r6i loan khong biét nén néi gi. Nguwgc lai Chu Bong Nam cét 1oi
trudc:

“Khong lanh sao?”

“G1 ha?”
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Chu Péng Nam nhin c6 r6i hat hat cam: “Em madc it nhw vay khong
lanh sao?”

Thanh Van cii dau, lic nay méi phat hién ra ngay ca ao khoac co
cling khong mac lién chay thang xudng xe dudi theo. Than ky la hién tai co
hoan toan khong lanh, chang nhitng khong lanh ma qua that c6 néng dén
mic nhv mudn boc Ita.

“... Bac Kinh lanh qua!”

Chu Péng Nam khé thi tham mdt cau r6i mang bao tay lai.

Thanh Van nén gian noi: “Anh chi giao do thoi a?”

Chu Bong Nam nhin sang cho khac, ham ho r mot tiéng.

“Giao xong roi tré vé ha?”

Khan quang quan kin c6 cia Chu BDéng Nam, anh khong tra 16i.

“T6i mdc ké anh lam gi.” — Thanh Van t tr n6i — “Ping dén tim t6i!”
Anh méit Chu Péng Nam quay lai, l&ng ling nhin cb.

Giong n6i Thanh Van lanh 1éo: “Hai ching ta da thanh toan xong roi,
tw anh nén biét.”

Chu Bong Nam khé cti dau, nhin dau tuyét dé lai trén dwong, qua that
lau méi dap 10i.

“Toi biét.” — N6i xong anh lai b6 sung thém mdt cau — “Em cho t6i rat
nhiéu.”

“Anh biét la tot r6i.” — Thanh Van thu hoi 4nh mat, n6i vo cdm —
“Giao do xong thi vé Quy Chau di.”
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Thanh Van noi xong r6i di lwét qua anh. A Nam ngoi trén xe mady, hai
tay bé vao tii do, mot chan chéng xudng mat dat am wdt. Ngoé hém qua toi,
khong biét cé ai quay dau lai hay khong.

https://thuviensach.vn



A NAM

Twentine

www.dtv-ebook.com
Chuong 29

Pém dé Thanh Van khéng biét minh da vé nha thé nao. Co trd vé nha,
ngad minh xudng giwong, nam that lau that 1au. C6 ngo6i day la do bi lanh, co
khong nhé minh mé diéu hoa ra sao, ma dén khi c6 m& diéu hoa xong lai
phat hién khong thdy 4o khoac dau ca.

Néu nhw néi nha Thanh Van c6 wu diém gi, thi d6 chinh la dé tim do
dac. Thanh Van viit do dac lung tung, bagi vi chi can liéc mat la da thay hét
trong nha c6 nhitng gi, dé cho nao ciling tim ra dugc.

Cho nén lic Thanh Van tim mudi phit van khong ra ao khoac, ¢6 gan
nhu tirc diéen len.

Co hét 1én mot tiéng trong can nha trong rong. Tuy nha trong nhung
van khong dén mitc c6 vang vong hoi am. Hét mét tiéng xong, Thanh Van
chgt nhé ra 4o khoac dé trong xe, c6 quén cam lén nha. Bén khi c6 nhd
dwgc diéu nay thi cd ngudi da mat hét sire luc, ngoi y trén ghé salon.

Cham mot diéu thudc, Thanh Van nhin tran nha cham cham roi twr tw
binh tinh lai. Trdi qua bao 1au r6i nhi? Ngoai ctra s6 den hoa ruc rd, Thanh
Van nhin khéi thuéc lwgn 19, tham nghi rot cudc la da bao 1au r6i? Mot
thang hay hai thang? Co khong nhd ro nira.

Trén thyc té c6 rat kinh ngac vi minh van nhan ra anh. Hon nita con
goi tén anh tr6i chdy trén dwong dudi theo. Co cho rang c6 da quén anh roi.
Luc trede c6 chang bao gio nhd dén mot lan gap g& ngau nhién..
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Tri nhé giong nhw mot quyén sach, nhung Thanh Van bam sinh khong
phai 1a nguwoi thich doc sach. Hién tai c6 cdm gidc giong nhu tré vé thoi
hoc sinh trung hoc bi ép doc sach gido khoa, bi budc xem rat nhiéu chwong,
vO cung phién nao.

Thanh Van hit xong mot diéu thudc lai cham thém mét diéu khac. Ba
nh¢ lai bao gid cling c6 phan m@ dau. Thanh Van ngam diéu thudc, nhé lai
gidy phit c6 xudng tau & Quy Duong. Sau, roi sau do6 hang loat ky tc déu
la ve.

Thanh Van chgt nhd ra c6 con chwa héi xem sirc khée huwdng dan
Truong thé nao, cling khong hoi dén Luu Kiét c6 thanh toan hét cho bén
cong ty du lich hay chwa? Tham chi tiém bac Miéu Vwong kia, sau khi c6
gtti dia chi cho ho cling bat vé am tin. Cé 1€ la cha tiém doi y, c6 1€ 1a bon
ho khéng muon giao hang trudc 1ay tién sau.

Co6 diéu nhitng chuyén nay khéng quan trong. Thanh Van vudét vuot
toc, cudi cung nghi dén Chu Béng Nam. C6 khong biét anh da dén day bao
1au, c6 ciing khong biét r6t cudc gap anh & gan cong ty la trung hop hay la
gi khac.

Anh con chay xe mdy dén nita chi? Con cau kinh ctia Thanh Van lang
xuong, bong phi cuwdi chang hiéu vi sao. Anh chang nay giong nhw cé dai di
dau cling gap gitta thé gidi phon hoa, khong c6 gi ndi trdi, chi cé nang lyc
cam ré la khong ai dich noi.

Cudi cung c6 nghi... Khong phdi la anh dén tim c6 chi?

Thanh Van ding 1én, di dén tredc cira s6. Dudi chan l1a con duwong
sang ruc, da nira dém, trén duong thwa thét ngwoi qua lai, cé diéu xe co thi
van co.

Ctra kiéng phan chiéu béng dang c6 vé hoi lanh lung cia Thanh Van.
Bat ké 1a c6 phai anh dén tim c6 hay khong, két qua déu giong nhau thoi.
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Khiic nhac dém nay khién hom d6 Thanh Van ngt tré hai tiéng. Ngay
hém sau thitc ddy Thanh Van hoi cau kinh, lic di lam toa ra khi thé “khong
c6 viéc gi cdm lam phién” nhu cé nhw khong, khién rat nhiéu ngwoi chu y.

Buo6i tra Quach Giai dén tim Thanh Van an com, vira an vira noi
chuyén trong nha, n6i mét hoi cam thady Thanh Van khéng chi tdm vao cau
chuyén lién hoi: “Sao vay?”

Thanh Van lac dau: “Khong c6 gi.”

“T6i nay di choi di, t6i goi thém vai ngudi, bon minh di hat.” — Quach
Giai n6i — “Di khong?”

“T6i khong di dau.” — Thanh Van cui dau an mot miéng com, néi —
“Hom nay toi phai tang ca.”

“Co0 la cht ma tang ca gi cha!”

Quéach Giai cau may oan trach, Thanh Van nghe r6i cling cho qua
khong dap 10i. That ra thi h6m nay c6 cling chang can phai tang ca. Nhung
c6 van ngoi ly trong van phong dén chin gio.

Bai vi t6i qua c0 ra veé la vao lic chin gio.

Thanh Van khong biét minh mang tdm trang gi, dwong nhw la muodn
tim ra chitng cG vay. Cé diéu co6 hoan toan khong suy nghi sdu hon: Néu
nhw qua that tim dugc chitng cd thi tiép theo phai lam gi?

Chin gio ding, Thanh Van xach tti ra khéi céng ty. Lai chiéc Lexus
mau den kia, Thanh Van lai queo vao ngd hém nhé nay lan nita.

Budi t6i rat lanh, nguoi trén dwong qua lai hoi ha. Thanh Van do xe tai
vi tri ngay hém qua, ctra xe hé ra mot khe nhé, sau d6 c6 ngoi trong xe hut
thudc.
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Quan tra stta ven duvong bi hu hop den, thinh thoang chgt 16e 1én lai
vut tat. Long ngwc Thanh Van nhw bi de ép, hit thé sdu thé nao cling v6
dung.

Nhung t6i nay chang hé thay bong dang Chu Béng Nam dau ca. C6 lai
xe vé nha, tham nghi cé 1€ anh noi that. Anh chi dén giao hang théi. Hodc
la ngoai giao hang ra anh con nhitng chuyén khac phai lam. Chi c6 diéu
trong nhitng chuyén nay chang hé c6 c6. Co 1é 1a ban than c6 da suy nghi
nhiéu roi.

Nghi dén day, Thanh Van thd ra mot hoi. Nhung sau khi thé phao thi
mot con gian khac lai dang 1én. Mot xuong mot lén, hai bén thang bang,
16ng nguc van bitc boi.

“Ché chét!” — Thanh Van khong nhin dwgc ngoi trong xe chtti mot
cau.

Cudi cung Ly Van Sung chon manh dat & Van Nam. Manh dat nay
khong phai ¢ tinh Con Minh, cling khong ¢ Pai Ly, L.é Giang — nhitng khu
thang canh noi tiéng & Van Nam — ma la & Ngoc Khé.

Khai niém cta Thanh Van vé hai chit Ngoc Khé nay chi la thudc 1a.

“Ngoc Khé la mét noi t6t.” — Ly Van Sung néi — “Sap dén tét roi, néu
c6 ranh anh dan em di xem manh dat nay.”

Néu da quyét dinh, hiéu suat lam viéc cua Ly Van Sung ciing tang lén,
ong noéi véi Thanh Van: “Truwdc tét anh sé tim mot cong ty kién tric, thiét
ké may kiéu, sau dé chiing ta sé lya chon.”

Thanh Van von cho rang Ly Van Sung chi 1a n6i hitng nhat thoi,
nhung gio xem ra hinh nhw hoan toan chang phai nhuw thé.
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“Anh khong can voi vang vay dau.” — Thanh Van dat xap tai liéu 1én
ban tra, n6i — “Cho du muén & cling phdi nam sdu nam nita. L& nhw sau nay
anh lai gap dugc noi tot hon thi sao? Mua cho nay ro6i sau lai dé khong a?”

“Nha vtra xay len khong vao ¢ ngay duge.” — Ly Van Sung rot nuéc
vao chung tra, n6i — “Nha xdy xong phai dé trong mot thoi gian, dé mui
lang xudng dén lic dé6 méi vao & dwgc.”

Qua that Thanh Van khong c6 16i nao dé phan bac: “Puogc, tuy anh
di.”

T6i d6 Ly Van Sung hen mdy nguwdi ban dén nha dung com, 6ng dua
manh dat minh mua cho bon ho xem. May ngudi dan 6ng vay quanh manh
dat tro chuyén vo cung vui vé.

Co6 hai ngwoi dan theo vg, com nuwéc xong Thanh Van va hai nguoi
phu nit ng6i m6t bén tan gau. Tuy la ngwoi la nhung khong tré ngai trong
viéc tro chuyén. Nhiét d6 trong nha chinh cao, cong thém vira r6i méi com
nuwdc xong, mat may nguwoi phu nit déu trng hong.

Thanh Van ding 1én di dén bén canh day md6t canh ctra s6 ra. Phong
ké bén la noi Ly Van Sung nudi chim, trong ltic v6 tinh Thanh Van liéc mat
nhin, bat ngd phat hién trong 16ng chi con hai con chim.

Co thoang khyng lai. C6 nhé lic tir Quy Chau veé ro rang con ba con

“0, chi Thanh ngam chim chéc a?”

Thanh Van quay dau, Tao Khai ditng sau lvng c6. May nguoi dan 6ng
¢ ban kia con chwa tro chuyén xong, c6 1é Tao Khai di vé sinh, lic tré vé di
ngang qua day thoi.
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“To6i héng gi6é thoi.” — Tao Khéi cam tam xia rang, lai n6i — “Nong
qud, do am nha Ly tong that t6t, ngay ca mua dong ma trong nha giong nhw
10 swdi, cé thé mac do thun quan dui dugce.”

Thanh Van im lang, lai quay dau nhin 16ng chim.

Tao Khai udng rwgu, mui trén nguwoi hoi nong, anh mat cting hoi mo
mang. Anh ta thdy Thanh Van nhin chim, &nh mat cfing nhin theo cé.
Khong biét la anh ta n6i chuyén véi Thanh Van hay la tw minh doc thoai,
Tao Khai khé cat tiéng: “Ly tong nudi chim that cha tam!”

Thanh Van liéc mat, Tao Khai chi vao 16ng chim néi: “Lai rat tinh
khon.”

Thanh Van nghe khong hiéu, quay dau hoi Tao Khai: “Truwéc kia t6i
thay con ba con, sao lai cang nu6i cang it di vay?”

Co biét Ly Van Sung khong c6 chuyén nubi chim ma dé chét, chi cé
thé la 6ng tha di hoac la tang ngwoi khac.

Tao Khai liéc nhin c6: “C6 khong biét nguyén nhan a?”

“Sao toi biét dugc.”

“Can chat lvgng chit khong can s6 lwgng.” — Tao Khai giai thich don
gian — “Nu6i hon ntra doi ngudi réi, bao gio cling sé ngd ra mot chut dao
ly. Co6 xem may truyén kiém hiép do, cao thu luyén cong dén tang cudi

cung, tit ca déu quay tré vé ltic ban dau. Pay la mot dao 1y cho moi sy moi
vat trén doi.”

Khong hiéu vi sao Thanh Van cwdi nhao mét tiéng, vira dinh cham
choc vai cau thi chudng ctra vang lén.
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Tiéng cuwoi no6i trong nha khong ngdt, Tao Khai thay ky la n6i: “Con ai
dén nita a?”

“Chac la khong c06 ai dau.” — Thanh Van ciing hoi nghi ngd, c¢6 néi véi
Tao Khaéi — “T6i di xem tht, anh tré lai ngoi di.”

Tao Khai gat dau, Thanh Van di ra ctta. Phong an cach cita mot doan,
duwgce ngan bdi mot birc vach, dwong nhuw ngay ca tiéng noéi chuyén ctia moi
nguoi bén trong cting nhé di rat nhiéu.

Chudng ctra vang lén hai cai da ngung, Thanh Van di dén ctra, vira hoi
ai vay vitra dua tay chuan bi mé ctra ra. Ngay khoanh khac tay c6 nam lay
tay cam, bong mot cam giac ky la hién 1én trong dau. Giong nhu la mot loai
truc giac nao do, khong dgi nguoi ben ngoai tra 10i co da mao ctra ra.

Gi6 lanh lu6n vao, anh van mac bé d6 ngay do6. Chiéc do phao mau
den tuyén chang c6 chit hoa van va quan jean, chdn mang mot doi giay dé
cao mau nau. Cé quan chiéc khan quang that day, budc lai thanh mot nut
két to tredc c6 do. Lan nay anh con doi mii, ca khuén mat chi 16 ra doi mat.

Dy cam caa Thanh Van tré thanh sy that, c6 nhanh chéng nhin ra sau
mot cdi. Tt cho c6 khong nhin thay tinh hinh bén trong, chi nghe thdy tiéng
noi, moi nguwoi déu dang ban chuyén cta minh.

Thanh Van budc ra khoi nha, khép ho ctra lai, ha giong hung dit ndi:
“Anh lam gi vay?”

Chu B6ng Nam thdo bao tay, lay tay kéo khan quang c6 dé 10 ra
miéng, néi: “Em dirng di ra ngoai, bén ngoai rat lanh.”

Thanh Van suyt nita nhac chan dap anh, c6 chi vao anh: “Anh xem 10i
toi noi khong ra gi phai khong?”

“Khong phai.”
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Thanh Van bi thai do gia ngu ctia anh lam titc dén do nheo mat lai, chi
n6i mot chir: “Cut!”

Chu DBong Nam cui thdp dau, réi lai ngang 1én nhin cd, vé mdt anh
khong thay do6i: “T6i dén giao hang.”

“Giao cai...”

Thanh Van vira cét 16i, Chu Pong Nam chi chi phia bén dwgi. Anh
mat Thanh Van nhin xuéng méi phat hién ra trén mat dat c6 mot chiéc
thung 16n.

“Cai gi day?”

Thanh Van da mot ci. Chu Bong Nam voi vang gitt chiéc thung lai.
“Pirng da!” — Anh néi — “Do trang tri cia em.”

Do trang tri?

Duong nhw Chu Bong Nam sg¢ co6 khong nhdé ra, lai nhac c6: “Em mua
0 ban Miéu.”

Thanh Van tro mat a khau.

Chu B6ng Nam lai n6i: “Em cé muén kiém tra xem khong? Néu nhw
khong c6 van dé gi thi toi dua em tai khodn, em chuyén tién qua.”

Khoan, khoan da...

Thanh Van c6 nhiéu nghi van, co6 c6 gang sap xép lai y nghi, chon mét
van dé c6 thé biéu dat tdm trang ctia minh nhat. Khéng dgi c6 chon xong,
trong nha lién truyén dén tiéng noi.

“Sao vay, la ai thé?”
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La Ly Van Sung, 6ng dang di vé phia nay.

Thanh Van kéo chiéc thung vao trong nha, diy Chu Bong Nam mot
cdi, chang hé nhin anh, chi khé néi “T6i nay noéi sau, anh di di.” r6i dong
ctra lai.

Khi ¢0 16i chiéc thung di qua tién sanh, ding lic Ly Van Sung xuat
hién.

“Aj Vay?»

“Chuyén phat nhanh.”

Ly Van Sung ciing nhin thay chiéc thung trén mat dat, no6i: “Lén qua,
em mua gi vay ha?”

Thanh Van cti dau day chiéc thung, néi: “Luc trwdc dat & Quy Chau,
mot mon do trang tri thoi.”

Ly Van Sung roi khoi ban duong nhién sé c6 nguoi di theo. Tao Khai
va mot nguwoi dan 6ng khac di dén, vira thdy canh twgng nay déu voi vang
dén gitip khuan vac.

Ly Van Sung ditng bén canh nhin, Tao Khai chong mong khiéng chiéc
thung 1én, héi Thanh Van: “Chi Thanh, dé & dau day? T6i mang lén lau cho
chi nhé?”

Thanh Van con chwa cat 10i, Ly Van Sung noéi: “Mang vao trong di,
ching ta cing ngam xem.”

Chiéc thung 16n dugc mang vao phong khach, nit ngung tro chuyén,
nam ngung huyén thuyén, tat cd déu dén vay xem. Thanh Van mudn cuoi
lay 1é nhung phat hién ra cuwdi khong néi. Thay anh ciling giong nhuw udng
rwogu nguwdi Miéu, c6 déu bi phan ttng cham.

https://thuviensach.vn



Ly Van Sung hat hat cam: “Mé ra di.”

Tao Khai mé& gitp, lai hoi Thanh Van: “Chi Thanh, chi mua mén do
trang tri gl vay, nang qua!”

“U.” — Thanh Van gat git dau, nhin chiéc thung dwoc tit tif mé ra —
“P06 trang tri bang bac, mua lic dén ban Miéu choi.”

Bén canh mot ngwdi héi: “Lau vay mdi dwa dén ha?”
Thanh Van thuan miéng néi: “Tim nghé nhan lam.”

Chiéc thung dwgc md ra, moén trang tri Phwong Hoang nghiém chinh
xuat hién trvdc mat moi ngwoi. Mon do nay giong hét vai lic Thanh Van
thdy trong tiém. Tirng tdm bac chi tiét ghép thanh du6i Phwong Hoang that
dai, trén than toa sang long lanh. Hai bén dugc bao ky, phong ngua va
cham.

Ca dam nguoi vira nhin thdy, anh mét cau t6i mot cau khen khong
ng6t 10i. Cudi cung Thanh Van hoi héi phuc tinh than lai, mim cuwdi tra 10i
tirng ngwoi. Nhung tit dau dén cudi Ly Van Sung lai chang hé néi mot cau.
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Hon chin gio, khach khita ra vé, Thanh Van dwa dén tan ctra. Khi co
quay trd vao thi Ly Van Sung da ngoi trén ghé salon pha tra. Mo6n d6 trang
tri Phuvong Hoang kia van con dat trén dat. Thanh Van di qua, bé n6 vao
trong thung, lic quay ngudi lai da thay Ly Van Sung dang nhin c6.

“Mua ¢ dau?”

“Ban Miéu.”

“Pa hai thang r6i mgi nho ra dé giao dén a?”

Thanh Van ng6i doi dién 6ng: “Ho noi la phai dat lam.”

“Cling chang phéi do gi méi la ma con dat lam sao? Néu em thich do

bac, nghé nhan & Bac Kinh nay c6 cad dong, anh lién lac cho em la dugc

»

roi.

Thanh Van c6 rat nhiéu 10i dé giai thich, vi du nhw l1a van hoéa dan toc,
lic do6 nhat thoi cao hitng bi nhan vién ctra hang thuyét phuc... Nhung c6
khong muén giai thich.

Co ngoi dua vao ghé salon, néi: “Em mua thi sao?”

Ly Van Sung than nhién cau may lai mot cai. Am nuéc trén ban da
s6i, miéng am boc hoi néng, nip ciing kéu 1én lach cach. Ong ciii dau bic
am xuong, tiéng thé dai khé ma nghe thay.
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Thanh Van trong long buén buc, ditng day: “Em di trudc, ngay mai
con phai di lam.”

“Tiéu Van!” — Ly Van Sung tram giong goi co.

Thanh Van quay dau, thdy Ly Van Sung dirng 1én, c6 khién tam trang
diu xudng, n6i: “H6m nay em hoi mét.”

“Mét thi ¢ lai day di.”
“H6m nay em phai vé nha.”

Thanh Van cam tdi 1én, mac do khoac vao. Lic thay giay & dai sanh,
Ly Van Sung di dén. Thanh Van kéo ta giay hai cai van khong thay suy
suyén. Ly Van Sung khom lwng noi: “Co thé bi ket bén trong ro6i, em dirng
nong.”

Ong l4c vai céi, ta da kéo dugc, 6ng lay gidy ctia Thanh Van ra.

Thanh Van cti dau mang giay, Ly Van Sung noéi: “Mu6n vé nha & thi
vé nha ¢, dirng xu mat, sap tét r6i.”

Thanh Van kéo khoa giay, khé ndi: “Khong co.”

“Khong co6 cai gi?” — Ly Van Sung ndi mot cau — “Tinh tinh ndéng nay
cta em da bao nhiéu nam nhung van khong thay doi.”

Thanh Van kim nén byc bdi, ngwec nang trich, cd lac dau noi: “Khong
c6, em veé tredc, ngay mai lai dén.”

Ly Van Sung noéi: “T6i mai may nguwdi ban lai dén tu hop, em mudn an
gi, noi cho anh biét trvdc dé anh chuan bi.”

Thanh Van mang giay xong, ditng ¢ cta dang m@ ndi: “Sang mai em
nghi thir xem, nghi xong sé goi cho anh.”
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Thanh Van lai xe roi khéi nha Ly Van Sung, trong khu giang dén két
hoa tran ngap khong khi tét. C6 vira 1ai ra san, ltic ré cua c6 dap vao tay lai
that manh, chiéc coi vang 1én inh éi. Co biét Ly Van Sung sé phién, nhung
c6 khong ngd minh cling phién mudn dén vay.

Co6 va Ly Van Sung quen biét nhiéu nam, c6 biét diéu kiéng ki cta
ong. Ly Van Sung khong thich c6 dinh liu dén chuyén giong qua khit, nhat
la khi c0 ra ngoai mot minh, bén canh khong c6 ong theo.

Ma may nam gan day, Ly Van Sung 16n tudi cang trd nén dong dai.
Trudc kia gdp phdi treong hop nhu thé, cung lam 6ng canh cdo mdt cau.
Bay gio doi cach thirc, khong canh cdo nita ma chuyén thanh kiéu oan trach
nhw c6 nhu khéng nay. Ngay thwong Thanh Van déu nhin hét, nhung hém
nay co khong nhin dugc.

Trén duong vé nha bi ket xe, Thanh Van nghen con gian trong long
ma khong c6 cho trit, bén bat dién thoai 1én. C6 nhd minh c6 lwu s6 dién
thoai tiém bac kia. Binh thwong may nguwoi khong quan trong nay c6 chang
bao gi¢ nhd, tim rat lau con goi nham mot s6, cudi cung kho khan lam méi
tim ra duoc.

D6 1a mot s6 dién thoai ban, gio nay chac la tiém da déng cita. Nhung
kiéu tiém nay thwong la dung dé & lan budn béan, dién thoai vang lén vai
tiéng da cé ngudi bat may.

Thanh Van mang té tat mot tran, tr viéc giao hang cham tré dén tiét 19
thong tin ctia khach. Thanh Van néi cyc nhanh, khi thé hung hd, mang ca
muoi may gidy doi phuong cling khong hiéu da xdy ra chuyén gi.

“Xin hoai co 1a...”

“A, cac nguoi da quén t6i 13 ai roi ding khong?” — Thanh Van mot tay
vin tay lai, cuwdi khay mot tiéng — “Mdi vira giao hang da quén mat khach la
ai. Cac nguoi budn ban 16n nhi?”
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Co gai nghe dién thoai van chwa hiéu, néi chuyén véi Thanh Van that
1au m@i biét dugc co chinh la nguwdi khach mua “bao vat tran tiém”.

“Khong phai dau a!” — Co gai vira biét da 1ap tirc phan &ng lai — “Cudi
thang mwoi hai chiing t6i da giao hang r6i.”

Thanh Van cau may: “Co noi gi?”

“Cu6i thang mudi hai chiing tdi da giri r6i. A, diing roi!” — Co gai nhé
ra gi dé néi — “Con la ban ctia ¢6 tw minh dén tiém lay nita.”

Thanh Van choang vang dau 6c: “Ai cua t6i?”

“Ban a!” — C6 gai nay cam thay tai Thanh Van khong dwoc t6t lam —
“Anh ta tiy minh dén nhan hang & tiém mang di.”

Nguwdi “ban” nay la ai thi khong can phéi no6i nita. Thanh Van titc gian
noi: “Anh ta noi la ban toi thi cac ngwoi tin ngay a? Khong goi dién thoai

lai xac nhan véi t6i sao?”

“Chuyén nay...” — C6 gai ban hang hién lanh chat phac hoan toan
khong nghi dén con c6 chuyén nhu vay — “Tiém chiing tdi déu biét anh ta,
anh ta cling tirng giao hang giup bon t6i. Hom d6 anh ta dén tiém hoi c6
phai c6 nguwoi khach & Bac Kinh dé lai danh thiép khong. Ching t6i lién
cho rang hai ngudi biét nhau, sau d6 anh ta thanh toan hét tién, néi dua dia
chi cho anh ta, anh ta ty minh di giao.”

“Anh ta tra tién roi ha?”
“Da, sau dé ching t6i dwa dia chi cho anh ta, anh ta cam do6 di.”
“Cac nguoi dinh tiét kiém phi giti hang ding khong?”

“Co Thanh...”
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Thanh Van co ban da hiéu. Anh tra tién doéi ldy dia chi, sau d6 dua
hang dén r6i bdo c6 chuyén tién vao tai khodn cua anh. Thanh Van that sy
muon 16i Chu Péng Nam dén tredc mat minh hoi: “Ché chét, sao anh
thong minh vay ha?”

Trong dién thoai co gai kia nom ndp lo sg: “Co phai hang chua giao
dén hay khong a?”

Thanh Van khong con tdm trang néi véi cd ta nita: “Khong, dwa dén
roi. C& vay di.”

Co cup dién thoai, ldc nay tam tinh phttc tap, co chut tire, co chut gian,
cling c6 chit bat dac di. Co nh¢ hom trwedc anh bi ¢6 bat gap, anh con tro
trdo noi la chi dén giao hang. Anh dung la dén giao hang that, nhung cé
phai 1a “chi” hay khong thi khong biét dugc.

Thanh Van vé dén nha, vitt do dac sang mot bén, di tam trwde. Tam
xong ra ngoai co phat hién dién thoai co6 mot cudc goi nhd. Co goi lai, Chu
Pbong Nam nghe may.

Trong dién thoai rat yén tinh, anh khong & ngoai duong.

“Anh con gi mu6n néi?” — Thanh Van cham mot diéu thudc, ngoi
khoanh chéan trén giwvong — “Ban dau 10i t6i ndi anh xem nhu gi6 thodng
qua tai phai khong?”

Tiéng n6i Chu Bong Nam tram thap, 6n hoa: “Khéng, t6i van nhg.”
“Anh nhé nhv vay dé ha?”

Ngoai ctra s6 do ruc, cd con dwong déu la dén 16ng. Thanh Van khong
bat dén, c6 bi anh dén l6ng nha hang x6m xung quanh hat 1én mau dé au.
Con lai trong nha t6i mit.
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Chu Péng Nam yén lang mot hoi mai n6i: “Toi chi néi téi nhs.”

Thanh Van cudi khady mot tiéng, Chu Bong Nam lai néi: “To6i khong
néi la toi cling dong y.”

“Anh dang choi chit vai toi phai khong?”

Thanh Van nheo mat, tuy c6 khéng bat déen nhuwng ctra s6 kha 16n, anh
den bén ngoai rat sang, chiéu thang vao giwvdng c6, mau sac bién do.

“Em nghi sao cling dugc.” — Anh noi.

Toi nghi sao cling duwgc. Thanh Van nhin ngon ltra 1ap loe trén tan
thu6c, tham nghi, c6 con c6 thé nghi sao nita chi.

“Anh dirng hong lay dugc tién.” — Thanh Van nhin tan thuéc mot 1at
md&i ho hitng néi — “Tién anh 14y cling nhiéu r6i, dirng nghi to6i xem tién
nhu cé rac.”

Co thoang dirng lai roi ndi tiép: “Cling dirng xem t6i la ngudoi tot dé
dwa dam.”

Chu Bong Nam noi: “Sé khong dau.”

Lai yén lang, tat ca nhitng gi trong du doan khong xay ra, trén thuc té
Thanh Van cling khéng du liéu dwgc cudc doéi thoai nay sé di dén dau. Co
chi mo h6é cam thay khong khi khong nén nhw vay.

“Thoi di...” — Co cti dau, may diéu hoa nam trong goc, gié kha manh,
thdi téc cd bay 1én — “D0 anh cling dwa dén ro6i, chirng nao anh roi khoi Bac

Kinh?”

Chu Bong Nam néi: “Em muon tién t6i sao?”

(13 »
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“T6i néi gion thdi.”

Thanh Van nghién rang nghién 1gi gan tirng chit: “Anh ldp lai lan nita

»
!

Xem

Cudi cung Chu Pong Nam thang than: “Néu em nhat dinh phai hoi ra
cho bang dugc, t6i cé thé néi cho em biét, toi sé khong di.”

Tan thudc rét xuéng chan, Thanh Van 6i 1én mot tiéng da vang ra.
“Sao vay?” — Chu bong Nam hoi.

Thanh Van giam tan thudc trén mat dat: “Rét tan thude.”

“Béng roi ha?”

“Cé bi béng khong?”

“... Khong.”

Tinh thé thay d6i dot ngdt, Thanh Van dui tat diéu thudc, néi: “Chu
Pong Nam, t6i biét anh khong ngdc, anh ciing khong phai giad vo vdi toi.
Chung ta néi ro rang v6i nhau dugce khong?”

“To6i da n6i.” — Chu bong Nam noi — “T6i sé khong di.”

Thanh Van ditng bat day khoi givong: “Tai sao anh khong di? Anh &
Bac Kinh lam gi? Anh ditng bdo la dén day vi t6i, ban dau téi da noéi ro
rang vGi anh, ty anh cling dong y. To6i da cho anh khong it tién, anh can gi

phai lam ra chuyén dén mitc kho coi nhw vay?”

Thanh Van noi lién thanh xong, Chu Pong Nam md&i cham chap noi:
“T6i dén day vi em.”
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Puong béng lat 1éo bi doi phwong ddi thang lai, Thanh Van cam giac
minh khong biét choi tro nay. Co 4 khau hoi lau, Chu Béng Nam lai ndi:
“T6i cip may day, ngay mai toi doi so dién thoai Bac Kinh, s6 nay goi dat

qua.

(13 »

“Toi sé guri tin nhan cho em.”
Thanh Van néi gian: “Anh dirng gtii cho t6i, cling dirng tim toi...”

bién thoai im lang ba gidy, Chu Péng Nam bong néi: “Em c lam
viéc cua em, t0i sé khong tim em.”

No6i xong thi anh ctp dién thoai. Thanh Van cam thdy cau noéi cudi
cung cua anh hoi ky la. Nhwng ¢6 con chwa kip nghién ngam thi dién thoai
da bao ban. C6 budng dién thoai xudng, bup mot tiéng, dién thoai di dong
rét xudng givong. Chan dém day nén tiéng vang khong 16n.

Thanh Van nam trén giwong tron to mat. Tran nha rat cao, chi can vira
tat deén la nhin tya nhw khong cé dinh vay. Thanh Van nghiéng ngudi, nhin
thay chiéc thung dat trong goc, bén trong la d6 trang tri Chu Béng Nam
mang dén. Thanh Van nhin mot hoéi, cdm thay chiéc thung tr tir tr6& nén
trong sudt, con Phwgng Hoang bang bac bén trong gidong nhw vat song, nhin
c6 cham cham nhw mu6n néi gi dé véi co.

Thanh Van lac dau, quay ngudi di ngu.

Trwdc ngay giao thira, ban ngay Thanh Van van dén cong ty di lam
nhw binh thwong. Cé diéu hom nay c6 chang co6 tam trang gi lam viéc, ca
cong ty chim dam trong khong khi reo vui. Thanh Van mat nham mat ma,
lam 1di ma di xem nhw khéng thay.
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Lic chiéu Thanh Van mé cudc hop tong két trong cong ty. Noi dung
cudc hop la do téng cong ty dé ra, xem xét lai nam cdi, dinh huwéng vé twong
lai. N6i trang ra la 6n dinh lai long quan dang sap stta bay di. Bai dién
thuyét can no6i da chuan bi xong tir lau. Thanh Van may méc doc mot lan,
sau d6 néi huyén thuyén, cudi ciing dian do moi ngwdi nhat dinh phai chu y
an toan trong ky nghi tét.

Tan hop, Quach Giai dén n6i véi Thanh Van: “Sao ¢6 gidéng nhu gido
vién trung hoc vay, con chu y an toan nita chi!”

Thanh Van néi: “Gido vién trung hoc déu néi nhw vay a?”
“Pung vay, co khong hoc qua trung hoc sao?”
Thanh Van cwoi: “T6i quén r6i.”

Hai nguoi cung nhau ra ngoai, trong khu dan cuv phia sau cong ty vang
1én tiéng phao. Tuy Bac Kinh quan ly rat nghiém, nhung khu héo lanh van
c6 nguoi dot phdo. Phao dot 1a loai phao do thong thuong, Thanh Van ditng
& clta cong ty, nghe hét tiéng phao mdi di.

“Pi th6i.” — Quach Giai kéo canh tay Thanh Van — “Ngoi xe cta c6 di,
toi khong 1ai xe dén.”

Budi lién hoan cia Ly Van Sung chang hé c6 nguwdi nha. Me Ly Van
Sung da hon tdm muoi, sic khoe ciing khong kha lam, van luén & vung
khac tinh dudng. Ong con c6 chi gai, nhung ciing khong thdy dén Béc
Kinh. Cho nén hang nam tu hop, Ly Van Sung déu chi mgi mét s6 nguwoi
ban than.

Thanh Van 1ai xe, bang qua con pho giang dén két hoa. Trong nha sap
xép rong rdi thong thoang, khach khita day ca nha. Lic Thanh Van thay
dép vao nha bong nhé dén Chu Pong Nam. Ca ngay hom nay c6 ciing
khong nhan dugc tin nhan doi sé dién thoai cia anh. D1 nhién day khong
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phai 1a c6 dang doi tin nhan cta anh, chi la do anh néi nén c6 lwu y hon
mot chut thoi.

“Tiéu Van!”

Thanh Van ngang dau, Ly Van Sung mac mét bo do binh thwong, cuoi
néi vdi co: “Pén day, anh da lam mon ca st chua Tay Ho6 ma em thich an
nay.”

Thanh Van di theo Ly Van Sung vao nha, nd nu cwoi lan lwgt chao hoi
khach khira.

Mot nam chi tu hop mot lan, Ly Van Sung khong han ché uéng rugu,
trén ban bay day loai rtgu nao la Thanh Pao, Mao DPai, Can Hong... Ly
Van Sung udng khong nhiéu, phan 16n déu do Thanh Van udng thay.

Udng dén cudi cung, mat Thanh Van tng do, y thitc van thanh tinh,
nhung hanh déng hoi cham lai. Pang trong canh tiéc tung linh dinh, bat
chgt Thanh Van bong nghi: Cai tén trai bao den dda kia dang lam gi thé
nhi?
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Com nwdc no né, trén ban lai bat dau tan gau. Thanh Van udng hoi
nhiéu khong c6 tam trang n6i chuyén phiém. Ly Van Sung phat hién ra bén
len 1én dung vao c6 dudi ban, y bdo co 1én lau nghi ngoi mot chit.

“Em lén lau trwéc day.” — Thanh Van nghiéng dau, nho giong néi véi
Ly Van Sung.

“Pugc, em ngd mot chat di, 1at nita anh bao di Hong mang canh ngan
nhi 1én dé em udng cho tinh rugu.”

Thanh Van ngap dai di 1én lau, bay gio nghi ngoi mot chut, 14t nita con
phai day. Bay khong phai lan dau tién co tham gia kiéu tu hop nay & nha Ly
Van Sung. TU trude dén nay né ludn theo trinh ty: An com, tan giu, uéng
tra, danh mat chugce. Pay cling la ngay Ly Van Sung ty nguyén thitc dem
hiém hoi trong cd ndm, cho nén binh thwong Thanh Van ciing sé theo 6ng
dén cubi cung.

Hién tai méi la phan thit nhat, dén ldc uong tra choi mat chwgc c6 con
phai quay xuong.

Phong khach & trén lau c6 mot nguwdi dang ngd, 1a dong nghiép caa Ly
Van Sung, cling do udng rwgu say.

Thanh Van di vao phong minh, c6 khong bat den, dong cwra lai nga
thang xu6ng giwong. Nhung thé gidi cling khong hé yén lang, bén ngoai
tiéng phdo bang, phdo hoa no lién héi. C6 cam thay hoi khé chiu, xudng
giwvong di dén bén canh ctra s6, m& hé cita s6 ra. Khe hd chi rong cd mot
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ngon tay nay khién am thanh bén ngoai cang thém vang doi, gié tuyét mang
theo mui phao thoang thoang xoc vao miii Thanh Van.

Thanh Van lai tr¢ vé givong, vui mat vao gbi, nham mat lai nghi ngoi.
CO0 nam sap nhw vay rat kho thé, nhwng hién tai ngay ca trd minh co cling
lwdi. Pén ldc that sy théd khong dwgce, Thanh Van méi ti tiv quay dau, ké
chop miii trén g6i mém, c6 ngwi thady mui rgu nong nac minh thé ra.

Mot am thanh di dung vang 1én. Thanh Van nguéc c6, ngoai ctra s6 la
mot qua phdo hoa dang no that to. Chat lwgng phao hoa rat tot, vira tron
vira 16n, mau sac bién do, thoi gian duy tri rat 1au.

Thanh Van nhin phdo hoa ngoai ctra so, tham nghi anh sang cua né
chéac cling dang chiéu 1én mat cia minh. Bé, cam, hong, xanh 16e 1én roi
vut tat. Co lay dién thoai trong tdi ra, 1at xem danh sach cudc goi. Pau 6c
c6 hoi mu mi, cling khong biét minh dang lam gi. C6 cham cht nhin vao
man hinh dién thoai di dong, m6t s6 Quy Chau nam trong hang loat day so
Bac Kinh trong cé vé hoi ndi bat.

Lic tredc co va anh ting trao doi so dién thoai, nhung c6 khong nhg
c6 phdi la s6 nay hay khong. Vi khi tré vé Bac Kinh, c6 da x6a s6 dé roi.
Thanh Van van chwa tinh regu, huyét thai dwong cang ra. Bén ngoai lai
thém mot qua phéo hoa né tung, Thanh Van nhan vao nit tro chuyén.

Pau c6 goi 1én canh tay dudi thang, tay kia cam dién thoai lang ldang
lang nghe.

Tat, tit...

Thanh Van chua titng cam thay tiéng dién thoai thoi mién dén thé, co6
rii mi mat, cdm gidc mot gidy sau minh sé ngu thi€p di, nhung khong co.
Bd&i vi mot giay sau dién thoai da thong. Giong noi Chu Pong Nam van
nam khong thay doi vang 1én:
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“Alo.”

Thanh Van khong 1én tiéng, lic c¢6 nghe thay tiéng anh lién thé mot
hoi that dai. Tiéng thd dai dén cubi cling vang 1én thanh tiéng, né dinh
dinh, mém mai, giéng nhw mot tiéng rm vo thitc that dai.

Pau bén kia Chu Bong Nam yén lang mot hoi mdéi hoi: “Ubng rugu
a?”

Thanh Van chwa cat 16i khée miéng da cong cong: “Sao anh biét?”

Chu Bong Nam cting khong noi ly do, Thanh Van nghe trong dién
thoai rat yén tinh, c6 héi: “Anh khong & bén ngoai a?”

“Gi0 nay da mdy gio r6i ma toi con ¢ bén ngoai?”

Thanh Van dwa dién thoai ra xa theo phan xa, nheo mat nhin man anh,
muoi mot gid roi.

“T6i c& nghi anh sé lam viéc su6t dém.”
“Khong kiém tién nhw vay.”
“Vay anh kiém tién thé nao?”

(13 »

Thanh Van lang ldng chd, chd Chu Béng Nam ndi ra cach kiém tién
cta anh. Nhung cudi cung, Chu Bong Nam chi h6i mét cau: “Em goi dién
thoai cho toi lam gi?”

Thanh Van giat minh, giéng nhv da tinh ra mot chiat. Minh goi cho
anh 4y lam gi? Thanh Van ty hoi minh mé6t lan, sau dé ngo6i day trén
girong. Dau van con nang nang , c6 chong tay 1én tran, hit vao mot hoi, ltic
cat 10i lan nita giong noi da cing ran hon khi nay rat nhiéu.
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“Anh con dang ¢ Bac Kinh sao?”

“Di nhién r6i.”

“Khi nao thi di?”

“T6i da néi vGi em 16i, t6i khong di.”

“Anh ¢ day lam gi? D6 anh ciling giao xong roi, tai sao khéng di?”
“Bgi vi em.”

Két hgp vai giong ndi binh than nay, trong dau 6c chénh chodng ctia
Thanh Van nhdy mat hién Ién gwong mat vo cdm, hom sdu va ngdam den
cta Chu bong Nam. Trong phit chéc, Thanh Van cam gidc dugc mot loai
kich thich manh. Loai kich thich nay giéng nhw mdt dong dién nho nho,
lw6t qua co thé co, khong dau khong ngira, nhwng khién nguwdi ta sén téc
gay.

Co ngoi trén givong, cdi nguwoi xudng, bat gidc 6m lay minh. Tiéng
phao hoa vira roi da két thic, an tinh trong gidy lat lai vang Ién thém mot
tiéng. Lan nay phdo hoa nd & gan day, Thanh Van dua lung vé phia ctta so,
mo ho6 thdy chiéc bong ctia minh dwge anh sang ctia phdo hoa va dén l1ong
in trén mat dat. Chiéc bong thon dai loang cai da bién mat.

Ciling khong biét qua bao lau, rét cudc Thanh Van hoi mot cau: “Anh
¢ dau...?”

Chu Bong Nam néi ra mot dia chi, Thanh Van lap titc xac dinh dia
diém dé. Co qua quen thudc véi khu nay, chinh la & bén canh céng ty co.
Anh don gian giong nhv mot duong thang tap.

“Anh thué nha a?”

AY
“l I’”
.
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“Chu bong Nam...”
“Sao ha?”

Thanh Van van duy tri tw thé cudn tron, c6 cui dau, trong hoi thd nong
ndac mui regu, nham hai mat lai.

“T6i noi that véi anh do, anh di di!”
Chu Bong Nam khong ndi 101 nao.

“T6i khong biét anh mudn cai gi, nhung téi c6 thé néi cho anh biét két
qua la khong.” — Thanh Van giéng nhv dang di dao trong canh phéo hoa
dan xen, co cham rdi noi — ” Cai gi anh cting khong dugc.”

Trong dién thoai rat yén tinh, chi c6 Thanh Van doc thoai.

“T6i cho anh khong it tién, s6 tién nay da cho anh tr@ vé mad tiém. Anh
con c6 thé mé rong ritng cady dwong mai dé anh trai anh lam. Ca nha anh
déu lam viéc nhat dinh cudc séng sé cang ngay cang tét. Anh & lai day sé
khong co6 két qua gi, anh sé chi cang lic cang that vong.”

Thanh Van néi xong thi dgi Chu Pong Nam tra 10i. Co doi rat 1au, vao
lic c6 cho rang sé khong c6 két qua thi rot cuoc Chu Bong Nam cat 10i.
Anh néi that khe:

“Em khong chuc t6i nam mdi vui vé sao?”
Thanh Van nghién rang: “Sao anh khong biét tot xdu vay chi?”
“Vay dé t6i chic em, Thanh Van, nam mdi vui vé.”

Can phong cang t6i tam lai cang c6 thé thiy ro phao hoa ryc ro. Moi
Thanh Van run run, tiéng néi cia Chu Pong Nam giong nhuv ban tay cta
dém den dang trai chan dém ra, tw tir vuot phang toan bo nép nhan.
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“Sao em khong noi 16i nao?” — Anh hoi.
Thanh Van cti dau: “Anh bao t6i n6i gi day...?”

Chu Bong Nam nghiém tic suy nghi mét hoi méi néi: “Hai thang nay
em c6 nhd dén t6i khong?”

Thanh Van néi: “Khong .”

Co khong néi doi, ti lic co trd vé Bac Kinh dén trude khi co gap lai
anh trén pho, c6 chwa bao gio nhé dén anh.

Chu Bong Nam van con mu6n xac nhan thém: “Mot lan ciing khong
Cc')"‘)”

“MGt lan cling khong co.”
Chu Bong Nam thd dai trong dién thoai.
Thanh Van bong hoi mét cau: “Anh nhé dén t6i sao?”

Chu Béng Nam khoéng tra 16i ngay, bai vi van dé nay c6 vé rat bat nat
nguoi khac, du sao dap an ai cling biét roi.

“T6i nh@.” — Cudi cung anh van tra 16i — “T6i van luén nhé dén em.”

Thanh Van khong hé y thic dugc , lic nghe Chu Bong Nam tra 161,
khoe moi c6 da bat giac nhoén 1én. Co tw tv thang nguwdi ddy, giong noi
mang tham y: “Anh nhé t6i ¢ diém nao?”

Tiéng thd dai vang 1én lan nita, lan nay con nang né hon lan truéc.

“Em lai bat dau nita roi.”

Thanh Van bong cuwai khanh khach.
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“Em cuoi cai gi?”
“Cuoi anh.”

“T6i thé nao?”
“Anh la d6 ga con.”

(13 »
see

Pém t6i va rwgu khién cho c6 gai nay bao dan, tdam y nguwdi dan 6ng
trong dién thoai cang khién c6 chang may may kiéng de.

“Em c6 thé n6i dé nghe mot chit hay khong?” — Chu Bong Nam néi —
“Gan sang nam mdi...”

“T0i noi sai sao?”
“Khong sai.”

Thanh Van lac lv dau, Chu Bong Nam lai néi: “T6i khong cé kinh
nghiém, lan sau sé t6t hon.”

Lan sau! Thanh Van hit sdu vao mot hoi, ho hitng cat 16i: “T6i khong
nén no6i vGi anh nhitng thit nay. Birng dén tim t6i nita, Chu Béng Nam!”

Ngoai cira vang l1én tiéng budc chan di 1én cau thang, trong lic Thanh
Van ctp dién thoai, c6 nghe thdy Chu Pong Nam tra 16i: “... Toi da néi t6i
sé khong tim em.”

Ly Van Sung buéc vao phong lién phat hién Thanh Van dang ngoi
trén givong, ong hoi kinh ngac.

“Tinh nhanh vay a?”

Thanh Van ngang dau nhin 6ng: “Moi ngudi bat dau réi ha?”
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Co0 noi bat dau chinh la vu mat chuoc.
“Chua , nao da nhanh nhw vay!”

Ly Van Sung thay c6 khong ngu lién bat dén lén, di vao phong vé sinh
rira mat, r6i lai bwdc ra ngoai.

Co thay dang vé Ly Van Sung ro rang c6é chut mét moi, beén hoi: “Co
mét khong?”

Ly Van Sung cudi cudi voi co: “Sao ha, anh gia dén vay a? Anh mdéi
hon bén muoi thoi.”

“Anh khong thwong thic dem.”

Ly Van Sung nhin c6 khéng néi, di dén bén canh c6 ngdi xuéng. Ong
ngoi rat gan co, gan dén mirc gan nhu hai canh tay sat vao nhau.

Thanh Van khong nhic nhich, chi nghiéng dau nhin 6ng: “Sao vay,
khong ché chat choi a?”

Ly Van Sung cudi, 6ng nhac tay, Thanh Van ngwri thdy mui huwong go
dan trén nguwoi 6ng. Mui hwong khong dam nhuwng rat nong nan. Tay 6ng
cham vao trdan Thanh Van, Ly Van Sung vén toc co ra, gidbng nhe mudn
nhin ¢6 cho ky.

Tudi tac Ly Van Sung khong hé nhé nhung van anh tudn nhw xwa.
Nhat 1a khi chat lang dong trén ngudoi cang tang thém vé hap dan cho 6ng.
Thanh Van biét c6 rat nhiéu phu nit thich 6ng, tir lic ¢c6 mGi quen biét 6ng
da nhu vay. Nhitng ngudi phu nit kia chi vi muén 6ng nhin mot cai ma phai
lao tam lao lyc. Nhung cudi cung, 6ng chi nhin dén mot minh co.

Khong...
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Thanh Van nhin khuén mat gan trong gang tac, tham nghi. N6i chinh
xac la cudi cung 6ng chi Iya chon c6. Lwa chon c¢6 lam ban di chung, lwa
chon cd chia sé bi mat. Ong nhin thau c6 nén mdi lya chon co.

Ong vubt téc cd, than thiét lai diu dang, trong anh mét tran ngap su
yéu quy va thuwdng thirc. Ly Van Sung it noi 10i khen tdng phu nit, nhung
chut tan thwdng nho nhoi trong hanh dong cua ong thi ai cling khong bo sét.

Ly Van Sung ti tir dén gan Thanh Van, Thanh Van van khong nhiic
nhich. Mui dan hvong thoang thodng cdm gidc nhu khién thoi gian ngling
lai. Ly Van Sung hon mot cai len mat Thanh Van.

Chi nhe nhang thoi.
“Ly Van Sung...”

Mi mat c6 rii xuong chi vi nguwdi tredc mat dung cham gan giii nhw
vay ma run len nhv mot canh bwém lay dong.

Duong nhw Ly Van Sung khong nghe thay 10i c6, chop miii ti ti? co co
bén mdt c6. Thanh Van nin thd, khong noi gi niva.

Mot lat sau Ly Van Sung twr tir thang ngudi day, 6ng khong néi gi, chi
cam tay Thanh Van dat 1én givong.

“Xudng lau thoi.” — Thanh Van néi.
“Khong nghi ngoi mot chut nita ha?”

Thanh Van dung lén, rut tay ra khoi tay Ly Van Sung, ngap mot cai:
“Von cling chang mét méi lam.”

“Vay thi di xuéng thoi.”
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Thanh Van di theo sau Ly Van Sung xudng lau, bén dudi da bat dau
choi dén mitc khi thé ngét trdi. Bai mat chwge da bay san trong phong
khach, Tao Khai nhin thay ho trwdc tién lién 16n tiéng kéu: “Dén day, dén
day, bat dau nao...!”

Ly Van Sung quay dau lai hoéi Thanh Van: “Em muén choi khong?
Néu khong thi ngoi nghi mat 1at. Di Hong nau canh ngan nhi xong anh sé
bao di mang dén cho em.”

Thanh Van nhoén moi lac dau: “Khong can dau. Vong dau tién trong
nam mai dwong nhién em phdi ra san hai 16c r6i.”

Loi nay bi Quach Giai dang ngoi mét bén can hat dwa nghe thay, c6 ta
kéu to 1én: “C6 muon hai 16c gi ha?”

Thanh Van nhin vé phia c6 ta, &nh mat nghiém tic noi: “Phat tai to
do!”

Nguwdi trong nha cwdi 6 1én, Ly Van Sung cling twdi cwdi ngoi vao ban
mat chwge. Tao Khai cling dén ngoi lai néi: “That la tai 10c gian di!”

“Khi gio, toi cling mudn phat tai to!” — Quach Giai kéu lén roi bat day
khoi ghé salon, xan tay do — “T6i choi nita!”

Thanh Van ng6i xudng, so so tdi do giong nhw mudn tim do. Mdt hop
thudc di chuyén trén ban, tay Thanh Van dirng lai, c6 ngang dau thdy Ly

Van Sung dang cham thudc, roi lai vitt bat Itta cho co.

Thanh Van gio tay 1én cam lay hop thudc va bat lita. Cé chwa ngu
nhung cling chang hé bu6n ngu.

T&i nay c6 thé thang tién...
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Thanh Van cling khong biét y nghi nay tir dau dén, ¢6 c6 cam giac mot
cach kho hiéu rdng hdm nay sé rat may man.
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Két qua dém dé dy cdm trd thanh sy that. Qua that Thanh Van thang
16n vai ban. C6 cam thay danh rat thuan tay, ma kiéu thuan lgi nay ciing
theo thit tyr. Bat dau la tr trong long: long thuan, tay thuan, bai ciing thuan.

Co nguoi thang di nhién sé c6 ngudi thua. C6 diéu bai mat chuwge nay
chi danh cho vui, moi nguwdi van choi véi khi thé suc soi.

Ly Van Sung vira danh mot quan bai cho Thanh Van an da bi Tao
Khai va Quach Giai tréu choc, trén mat ong day nét cudi, cling khong dinh
chinh.

Ngoai trtt Quach Giai ra, trén ban ai ciing hit thudc 1a. Panh vai vong,
gat tan thu6c bén canh ban da thdy khéi thuoc Iwgn 10, tan thuéc chat hon
phan ntta, di Hong dén mang di do.

“Dgi dal”

Thanh Van vira hit xong mot diéu thudce, goi di Hong lai, dui thudc 14
vao gat tan. C6 ngang dau nhin thdy sac mat di Hong moi mét. Ban mat
chuwge dang xao bai, Thanh Van néi véi di Hong trong tiéng xao bai soan
soat.

“Mudn qua r6i di di nga tredce di!”
“Khong can, khong sao dau.”

Thanh Van kéu Ly Van Sung: “Bao di Hong nghi ngoi di!”
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Ly Van Sung gat dau néi: “U, tré qud roi di di ngt truc di. Chd bon
chau di khong phai lo.”

Di Hong thdy Ly Van Sung ciing dong y bén néi: “Vay toi di nga
tredc, néu cé viéc gi cit danh thic t6i day.”

Hai gio sang, ban bai da danh dén mitc gay can. So tién dat khong

nho, cong thém van bi chay bai tredc d6 nén van nay danh rat lau. Tat ca
moi ngwoi déu can than tinh toan bai trong tay.

Chi ¢6 minh Ly Van Sung thanh thoi ng6i dua vao ghé, danh theo
cach cta minh v@i nhip diéu 6n dinh.

Tao Khai nhuw n6i dua nhac nhé 6ng: “Ly tong, chi Thanh sap u réi
do!”

Quaéch Giai chéng cam: “Ping noi la lai danh cho u nita nha!”

Ly Van Sung cuoi rat diém nhién: “T6i danh c6 dy chiu an méi duwoc
chw.”

Quach Giai va Tao Khai cung hdi y la sao nhung Ly Van Sung khong
tra 16i. Thanh Van van nhin bai cham cham, coi nhuw khong nghe thay. That
ra thi mdi vra r6i Ly Van Sung da danh cho c6, nhuwng Thanh Van chang
hé u. Co biét khong phai Ly Van Sung c6 y danh cho c6 an, ong chi danh
theo phong cach thong thwong ctia minh thoi. Lai qua mot vong, van bai da
dén cudi.

Quaéch Giai xua xua tay: “Pugc r6i, chia bai di, lai chdy bai nita.”

Moi ngudi rat mot quan bai, Ly Van Sung chang hé nhin dén, ngon
tay khé so bai roi lap tirc 14t ra.

Quach Giai khé run lén.
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Tao Khai thé dai mot hoi: “Mo day bién a?”
Rut hét mot vong, ai cling khong t nén phai danh lai van méi.
Tao Khai khong nhin dwgc lac dau: “Tét dén chung tién, thodi mai di!”

Quach Giai ¢ bén canh noi: “Khong dwgc, toi phai di vé sinh doi van

day.”

CO ngoi trén lwgt Thanh Van, thira dip moi nguwdi dang sap bai tranh
tha di vé sinh. Thanh Van ciing muon rita mat nén di theo. Hai nguoi rat
than nhau nén khong kiéng dé nhiéu, dong thoi di chung vao nha vé sinh.
Thanh Van lau mat truéc guong, Quach Giai budc dén lam bam khoa
treong.

“Chuwa bao lau ma da thua chong vo!”

Thanh Van nhin cham cham gwong mat minh trong gwong, ngon tay
dai s0 s0 chop miii.

Quach Giai chgc ¢d6 mot cai, Thanh Van khong khoi cau may: “Lam gi
VéIY?”

“Mau nghi di!” — Quach Giai chen chtic v6i Thanh Van treéc bon rira
tay — “Hai ngudi cit danh bo nhu thé con muén cho nguwdi khac choi nira
khong?”

“Sao lai n6i vay, ai danh b6 chii?”
“Cau noi xem la ai?”

Thanh Van cam thdy da miii minh hoi khd, cam lay kem dudng am
trén ké boi 1én: “Anh dy danh cta anh 4y, t6i danh cta t6i. Sao lai goi la
danh b6?”
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“Con khong phai danh b6 a!” — Quach Giai giwvong mat nhin — “Anh ta
danh bao nhiéu con cho c6 an roi kia kia!”

“Anh ay cling danh cho cac nguwoi an ma.”

Quach Giai khong théem nghe cau sau, gap rat dudi khéng cho Thanh
Van choi nita.

“H6m nay Ly tong sat khi qua ndng, hoan toan khéng hé né tinh.” —
Quéach Giai dém dau ngén tay — “MdGi c6 vai van thoi ma t6i da thua anh ta
gan muoi nghin ro6i.”

Thanh Van nhtin nhin vai: “Hom nay anh &y may man.”
“T6i vé nha thé nao cting bi 1do Thoi nha t6i mang chét cho xem!”

“Choi théi ma, mang cai gi. Anh ta lam gido sw bénh vién Hiép Hoa
ma thiéu chut tién do a?”

Quach Giai hit mét tiéng, nhin cham cham Thanh Van néi: “Tiéu tién
khong lién quan dén chuyén kiém ra tién it hay nhiéu, chuyén nay ma c6
van khong hiéu sao! Cé ngudi kiém it nhuwng chiu chi, c6 ngudi kiém nhiéu
nhwng giti cho nay mot chut, cho kia mot chit, 6m tién giong nhi mudn ap
tritng vay. Ong chong t6i 12 nguwdi thé nao chiing 1& c6 khong biét a?”

(13 »

Thanh Van tirng nghe Quach Giai nhac dén gia canh Théi Lgi Van
khong kha lam. Bdi cha me rat nghéo, cé thé néi la cd nha don hét cho
minh anh ta di hoc. May ma anh ta c¢6 gang hon mwdi nam, cudi cung ciing
c6 chit cong danh. Anh ta vé cung hiéu thao véi cha me, luén giti mot nira
tién lwong vé cho gia dinh.
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Co6 diéu Thoi Loi Van dién trai, Quach Giai ciling that sy thich anh ta.
Néu nhuwr da that su thich thi v4i hoan canh gia dinh Quach Giai cling khong
thiéu thon chut dinh tién kia.

“Pugc 16i, du sao toi cling choi du r6i.” — Twa nhv Thanh Van c6 y
muon choc gian Quach Giai, cwdi néi v6i cd ta — “Nam mdi canh mdi, toi
an ciing kha kha roi.”

Quéch Giai trttng mat huych co6. Sau khi tr¢ vé Thanh Van tim btra
mot cai ¢ khong choi nita dé nguwdi khac vao thay. C6 ngoi trén ghé salon,
uéng nwdc nghi ngoi. M& tivi 1én xem nhuwng chang c6 tiét muc gi hay.
Thanh Van cam ldy diéu khién chuyén kénh lién tuc, hinh anh thay déi
loang loang, hoan toan khong vao dau chit nao.

C6 ngang dau, dam nguwoi Ly Van Sung van dang choi mat chugc
hang say. Cach Ly Van Sung choi mat chuwge khac vi Thanh Van, hodc la
néi y twong khac nhau. Kiéu khéac biét nay thwong khién nguwdi ta hiéu lam.

Cach danh mat chwgc ctia Thanh Van xdo quyét va tdn cong bat ngo,
can ct theo tinh hinh bai cia minh ma quyét dinh thang kiéu gi, binh
thwong u bai rat nhanh. Nhung Ly Van Sung thi khong. Theo cach danh
ctia 6ng, néu nhu ban la nguwdi mai biét choi thi sé cam thdy ong la mét tay
non, hodc no6i day la mot ngwoi khong biét choi mat chwge. Béi vi 6ng danh
bai giong nhw chang hé tinh toan. Nhwng néu la ngwdi choi sanh séi thi sé
c6 cam giac ong rat dang so.

Ly Van Sung chwa bao gio quan tam chuyén bai nho, cé doi khi ro
rang c6 thé rat nhanh 1, nhung 6ng lai muon thang theo y minh ma tuy y
huy di thé bai. Cho du khong c6 co hoi lam thanh dwoc kiéu bai 6ng muén
di nita, 6ng ciing sé kién nhan khong thém an bai rac.

Ban dau Thanh Van cdm thdy cach danh nay rat ngéc, néu nhu van
khong lam dwgc thi con chd lam gi. Bay khong phai sé thua dén can tii hay
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sao! Luc co noi ra y nghi cua minh, Ly Van Sung chi cuoi cuoi.

“Anh ca vdi em.” — Khi d6 ong ndi v6i Thanh Van — “Sau nay em
cling sé danh giong anh vay.”

Hom nay c6 da hiéu dugc y cta 6ng roi. Thua thua thang thang, du la
s dién hay chiit tién cén con ndy, 6ng déu khong quan tdm. Ong da choi
nhiéu 1dm r6i. Ong danh bai 1a vi niém vui, thing theo thé bai ma minh
thich, trung ra khi thé du nguwdi ao ao vii bdo ta van strng sitng bat dong.
Tham chi co6 khi nguoi khac danh ra ong cting khong an, chi thich ty minh
bdc bai.

Thuwong thuwong tién ma nguwoi khac cye kho danh ca dém mdi thang
duwgc, nhung cudi cing mot van ctia 6ng cling khién nguoi ta thua sach. Ma
dang so hon chinh la cach 6ng danh bai nhw vay lai thanh c6ng rat nhiéu
lan.

Tao Khai tirng noi, co doi khi trong chuyén danh bai thi ky thuat chi la
tht yéu, mau chot 1a phdi xem van s6 nita. Ma phan 16n c6 van may hay
khong déu do tdm ly cia minh ma ra.

“Néu khong vi sao nguoi ta lai phai ddu tranh cho ban than chw?” —
Tao Khai néi — “Vugt qua dwge ai ban than thi di nhién tam ly sé on dinh,
ma tam ly vira 6n dinh thi may man ciing theo dén thoi.”

Tao Khai sung bai Ly Van Sung ba tram sau mwoi do. Moi lan gap
phéi chuyén gi cia Ly Van Sung, du chi don gian nhung anh ta cling noi
thanh vo cung phtrc tap. Ma chi phtrc tap khong thoi cling chwa da. Trong
cai phttc tap con phai thém vao chut huyén diéu kho ly giai, nhw vay mdi la
hay nhat. Cho nén moéi lan Thanh Van nghe ro6i ciing thoi.

Chuyén Ly Van Suing ca vGi c6 la tit ndm nam trwdc, cho dén bay gio
Thanh Van van danh theo cach ctia minh. Thinh thodng Ly Van Sung nhac
dén, Thanh Van sé noi v6i 6ng, canh gidi ctia anh em khong hiéu dugc.
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Nhung Ly Van Sung duong nhu van tran day long tin nhw cti, d6i véi cach
noi ctia Thanh Van, ong chi t6 vé chua t6i lic ma thoi.

“Sém muon gi cling sé c6 mot ngay.” — Ly Van Sung vo vo vi tri bén
canh minh, cwdi noi véi Thanh Van — “Anh sé kéo em léen day.”

Thanh Van xem tiét muc tivi té nhat, cu6i cung ngu quén trén ghé
salon. Co cling khong ré khach khita ra vé khi nao. Khi tinh lai da la sang
hom sau, Thanh Van nam trén giwvdng, mién cudng tré minh.

Rém ctra s6 che di phong canh bén ngoai, 10 ra &nh sdng mong lung.
Thanh Van xudng giwvong kéo réem ctra s6 ra. Hom nay troi hoi am u, 1o
rang la ban ngay nhwng khong thay mat troi, may khong phai titng ang ma
la tttng dam tirng dam, giong nhw khudy 1én sé thanh bot kem, anh ra mau
vang nhat.

Thanh Van rita mat xong di xudng lau, Ly van Sung con dang ngu.
Hom nay la giao thita, c6 diéu Thanh Van biét t6i nay sé khong c6 ai dén
day. Nha Ly Van Sung dém ba muoi rat yén tinh, khong hé nao nhiét nhw
dém hom trudce. Theo nhu 101 6ng noi, ca ndm da 6n ao réi, ngay cudi cung
nén an tinh mot chut.

Thanh Van ngo6i trén ghé salon nghi ngoi mot chit, & khic cua cau
thang xuat hién bong dang di Hong. T6i qua ba cling rat mét, hom nay nhin
thdy vé gia nua cang thém ro rét. Ba cam rém ctra so, di vao nha vé sinh,
tham chi con khong nhin thady Thanh Van.

Khong c6 den, khong c6 anh nang, trong nha yén ldng nhv td. Thanh
Van ngoi mot lat méi dieng 1én khodc 4o di ra civa. Cong ty khong co
chuyén gi can xtt ly, nhuwng & nha ranh roi cang chan hon.

Thanh Van lai xe dén cong ty, ngudi di duwong hai bén phé khong
nhiéu lam, rat nhiéu ctta hang dan cau déi xuan méi. Cong ty Thanh Van
cling dan cau doi & ctta 16n, do bén bo phan hdu can mua.
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Budi triva, Thanh Van ng6i trong van phong, cam may quyén tai liéu
nhung xem chang hé vao dau. C6 ngap dai quay dau nhin ra ctra so, van la
mau vang nhat.

Xem ra hom nay sé khong thdy mat troi roi. Bau trdi triu nang, cam
giac nhw muon do6 tuyét. Thanh Van nham chan xem dy béo thoi tiét, qua
that téi nay c6 tuyét roi. Co xem khong dwgc bao 1au, cudi cung vt tai liéu
qua mot bén, guc dau lén ban lam viéc. Co khong soi guwong, néu khong co
sé biét chan may minh dang cau lai.

Thanh Van cam thdy trong long hoi r6i loan. C6 nhin sac trdi am u
ngoai ctta s, thoi gian cang 1au cang cam thdy trong long bi don nén dén
dang sg. Co quay dau ty tran Ién ban, nham mat lai.

Co0 dinh diéu chinh lai tdm trang nhuwng cudi cung phat hién tat ca déu
uodng cong. Tiép tuc nhw vay mai cling khong c6 két qud, co ty ndi vGi
minh nhw vay. Bai vi ¢ ludn c6 y tranh né 1y do khién c6 phién long kia.

Trong van phong im ang, Thanh Van ng6i ddy cam tui di ra ctta. Co
cam thay can phdi hong mat mét chat. Thanh Van khong lai xe, chi di b
trén duong l6n. Ven duong thinh thoang c6 nguoi di lwét qua co, gio rét
thau xwong, trén mat tat cd moi nguwoi déu khong to vé gi.

Thanh Van dirng chan tai mot nga tw. Co bong c6 mét cam giac ky la.
Giong nhu cang vao nhitng ngay 1é thé nay, nguoi ta lai cang cam thay co
don manh liét. RO rang la ngay nao nhiét nhat trong ndm, nhung hém nay
lai day am u, lanh 1€o nhu thé... Nguoi cling thy tram mdc vo cung.

Thanh Van di thém mdt hoi roi tr tv dirng bwdc lai. Pay la mot ngo
hém cfi, Thanh Van thuwong xuyén tan bo ¢ ddy. Mdy nam nay co6 da chirng

kién sy thang tram cua con ngd nay . Hai nam trudc trong hém nay mé vai
tiém thoi trang ni* sang trong, nhung cudi cung déu khoéng chong chiu
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duwgce. Ngugce lai nhitng quan an nhanh mat vé sinh, tiém sat thép va toa
soan tap chi cli van con ton tai.

Rét nhiéu tiém da c6 trwde khi Thanh Van dén day lam. Di thém chut
nita Thanh Van buéc ngang qua mot tieém tra stta. Co dung budc lai mua
cho minh mot ly. C6 udng vai ngum ngay & tiém, lic quay dau nhin xung
quanh md&i phat hién cho nay chinh la dia chi hom qua Chu Bong Nam da
cho co.

Thanh Van khong kinh ngac, c6 khong hé sg hadi vgi phat hién nay.
Tham chi c6 con nghi dén néu nhw c6 cé phép thuat phan than, vay bay gio
nhat dinh c6 sé ditng tredc mat minh, nhin minh véi vé cudi mia giéu cot
theo théi quen, n6i mot cau: “Khong phai ¢c6 muon dén vay chi?”

Thanh Van vitt ly tra stta chwa uéng duwgc bao nhiéu di, d6i sang ngam
mot diéu thuéc. Mui sita két hgp véi mui thude 1a qua that rat c6 dw vi.
Thanh Van lai cit buéc lan nita. R6t cudc c6 hiéu ro duwgc y nghia cau néi
“Em yén tam t6i sé khong tim em” kia ctia Chu BDong Nam la gi r6i.

Anh con ntta cau sau chwa n6i hét: Toi sé khong tim em... B&i vi em
nhat dinh sé dén tim toi.

https://thuviensach.vn



A NAM

Twentine

www.dtv-ebook.com
Chuong 33

Thanh Van céat budc di vao mot khu dan cw. Cé6 khong mudn nghién
ctru xem rot cudc vi sao minh lai nhé ro rang dia chi kia, ngd pho kia, con
dwong kia nhu vay. Tham chi 1au nao, don nguyén gi, tang may... Cé déu
nhd ro hét tat ca.

Ven duong c6 mét chg ndng san, vi ngay tét nén tap nap hon binh
thwong. Khach ra ra vao vao déu xach rat nhiéu tti dé chuan bi day du
nguyén liéu cho bita com tat nién.

Sau chg la mét khu dan cw. Vung nay chang hé sam uat, tat ca nha lau
déu la nha tap thé cfi, cao nhit la sadu bdy tang, khong c6 thang may. Nha
ctta chang chit khong dong déu, nién dai xwa cii, rat nhiéu bién hiéu caa
khu nha va néc lau déu bi mat.

Thanh Van tim rat 1du méi thay dugc khu nha A Nam no6i. Pitng bén
canh khu nha, Thanh Van khéng 1én lau ngay ma la & dwdi lau nguwdc co
lén dém s6 tang. A Nam n6i anh & tang bon, s6 nha 406. Ban than Thanh
Van ciling titng & loai nha tap thé nay, c6 biét rat rd cdu tao cta khu nha.
Pém mot lat c6 da tim dwgc nha A Nam.

Thanh Van vira ngudc ¢6 nhin vira budc di, két qua khong can than
suyt nita vap ngd. Co cui dau, nhin thdy mdt cay phao hoa da dét xong nam
ngang trén mat dat. Co da vang phao hoa di, hit sdu vao mét hoi roi di 1én
lau.
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Trong hanh lang rat to6i cling rat chat, c6 rat nhiéu dé6 dac khong st
dung chat & trong goc, trén d6 phu mot 16p bui that day. Vach twong hanh
lang ciing rat ban, nhung khong phai la loai ban vi c6 ngudi béi vé 1én ma
la ban theo thoi gian.

Mo6i mot mén do déu mang theo dau an thoi gian nhung két cude cua
n6 lai khac nhau. C6 ngudi ra sitc cham nom thi moén do do sé cé dugce vé
lang dong tao nha. Ma ngugc lai thi giong nhuw & day, day do ban va muc
nat.

Thanh Van mat nhin thang, cham chu di 1én. Lic 1én dén lau bon,
Thanh Van ding & dau hanh lang mdt hoi. Khong biét la hiéu quéa cach am
qua tot hay la noi nay khéng c6 ai &, ca tang lau déu yén lang, yén lang dén
mrc Thanh Van cé thé nghe 16 tiéng hé hap cta minh. Sau khi c6 ding &
dau cau thang quan sat r6i méi ré vao 16i hanh lang. Bi vai buwéc ¢ nhin
thdy mot canh ctra binh thuwong. Thanh Van khong chuan bi tam 1y gi nita,
gio tay len go ngay.

Ba tiéng vira nhe vira nhanh. Trong nha khong c6 tiéng dong nao. Co
cau may lai go thém vai cai, van khong c6 dong tinh. Khong c6 & nha a?
Thanh Van quay nguoi dwa vao vach twong bén canh cita. C6 lay goi thude
trong tui ra, chdm mot diéu. Trén hanh lang khéng cé ctra s6, tuy la ban
ngay nhung rat toi.

Thanh Van rit mot hoi thudc, cti dau nhin miii giay da. C6 khé nhic
nhich chan, quét mot 16p bui trén dat, nhin cham cham vong tron chan co
méi vé lung tung trén dat dén ngan nguoi.

Lic Chu Bong Nam vé nha da nhin thdy canh twgng nhw vay. Béng
dang c6 gai giong nhuw mot to tranh dan mau den, goc canh rd rang. Thanh
Van dang trong canh gidi xuat than, hoan toan quén mat minh, thé cho nén
co chang hé biét c6 nguwoi dén.
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Chu Bong Nam ciling chi ngan ngo nhin Thanh Van trong thoang
chéc, sau d6 di dén 14y chia khéa ra mé ctra. O khod ndm & bén canh Thanh
Van, khi anh dwa tay dén khién Thanh Van hodng sg giat minh. Nhin k¥ lai
da thdy Chu Bong Nam tra chia vao 6, anh vtra van chia vira dwa mat nhin
nhau v&i Thanh Van.

Thanh Van thang ngudi ddy, hai nguwdi cham chi nhin nhau. Co6 dinh
cat 10i nhung khong biét nén noéi gi. Thoi gian ngan ngwoi qua dai khién
dau 6c¢ c6 phan tng cham di.

Chu Bbong Nam m@ cta ra néi: “Vao di.”

bi vao. Khong di vao. Khong di vao sao? Chi di vao thoi ma. Thanh
Van tinh lai.

“Anh da di dau?”

Chu Pong Nam gio gio tay khong cam chia khéa 1én. Lic nay Thanh
Van mdi thay tay anh xach vai tti nylon, bén trong day khoai tdy va dua
leo. Anh néi: “T6i di chg mua chut thitc an.”

Thanh Van ng@ ra. Chu Pong Nam md rong cwa, ndi voi Thanh Van:

“Vao thoi.”

Nha anh nam & bén ria, hwéng Nam, du trdi am u ciling sang hon trong
hanh lang. Nhung Thanh Van giéng nhu dang tinh toan stc lyc, khong nhin
sang do.

“Em khong muon vao a?” — Chu Bong Nam hoi.

Thanh Van dau tranh, khong n6i muoén cling khong néi khong mudn.
Thanh Van van cho rang, du Chu Bong Nam si tinh 6m suy nghi vién vong
dén Bac Kinh tim c6 thi ciing chi 1a nhat thoi xung dong ma thoi. Tuy liac
Chu Bong Nam noi 16 trong dién thoai rang anh khong di, c6 van kién tri
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gitt y kién cia minh nhw cii. Nhung dén hom nay c6 lai phat hién khong
dung nhu vay.

Co6 mot sb viéc khong can gidi thich nhiéu, chi can mot hinh anh 1a da
du hiéu — Chu Péng Nam gio tdi nylon trong tay 1én néi véi co: “Toi di chg
mua chit thitc an.” — Nang am mua he, tuyét roi mua dong. Anh ty nhién
dén mic giong nhw chan ly kia, khién ngay ca y nghi phan bac Thanh Van
cling khong co.

Chu Bong Nam thdy Thanh Van im lang rat lau, anh tham thi mét cau:
“Pirng dirng nita, bén ngoai rat lanh.” R6i anh dwa tay dén 16i thang Thanh
Van vao nha.

Ctra dong lai, Thanh Van da 14y lai tinh than. Ngwoi da di vao r6i ma
lai di ra nita thi trong c6 phan gia tao. Thanh Van biu méi nhin béng lung
Chu Pong Nam. Sau khi anh vao nha lién mang thitc an vira mua di cat,
Thanh Van di mot vong trong nha.

Nha rat nho, chi c6 mot phong, chirtng bon mwoi mét vuong. Phong
bép nam bén tay phai ctra vao, vo cung chat hep. Trong nha khong cé vat
gia dung gi dang ké, c6 mot chi€c ban nhd, mot bang ghé, trén ban c6 mot
chiéc bat an xong con chua rira.

Nha rat cii, quét don thé nao ciing khong sach. Thitr nghi nha ciia mot
nguoi dan 6ng doc than dén thu do di lam thi sach sé dwgc bao nhiéu chi!

Trén san con c6 dong quan 4o chuwa giat. Chan trén givong xoc 1én
phan ntta, nép nhan day dac trén chan va ra giwong c6 th ty, chi can nhin
thodng qua la c6 thé dé dang biét dwgc dong tac lic nguwdi dan 6ng nay roi
givong nhu thé nao.

Giuwong la giwong doi, rat thdp. Thanh Van ding bén canh givong,
lanh dam twéng twgng dén bo dang Chu Bong Nam ndam trén giwong.
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Tiéng nuwdc chay trong phong bép da tat. Chu Péng Nam di ra ngoai,
Thanh Van nhin sang ding lic thdy dwgc anh dang vay nudc trén tay di.

“Anh khong c6 khan tay a?” — Thanh Van hoi ghét bo nhin anh —
“Mua nay ma anh ctt vay nwdc btra nhu thé khong sg bi niit da sao?”

Chu Bong Nam noi: “Khong sao.”

Thanh Van cam thdy nha hoi lanh, c6 nhin quanh khéap noi, phat hién
mot chiéc diéu hoa cii trén goc vach, than may da 6 vang, trén cira gié phu
day bui bam.

Thanh Van nhin nhin chiéc ban, trén d6 khong c6 diéu khién cia may
diéu hoa. Co di dén bén giwvong, mot tay xoc chan lén. Trén giwvong cd mot
chiéc quan 16t tam giac, khong biét 1a mac qua chwa, nhwng ciing bi chan de
dén nhan nham.

(13 »

Thanh Van quay dau khong biét néi sao nita. Chu Bong Nam nhin
thdy canh twgng nay ciling khong biét no6i gi. Anh gai gai mat minh, néi vdi
Thanh Van: “Nha t6i hoi bwra bai, chwa don dep.”

Thanh Van w, té vé da thdy. Chu Béng Nam lai héi: “Em mudn tim céi
gi?”

“biéu khién may diéu hoa.”
“A )

Chu Bong Nam di ngang qua co, mo tay dudi goi lay ra mot chiéc
diéu khién cuc ky xttng doi vdi chiéc may diéu hoa cii trén vach. Anh an
mot cai, diéu hoa bat 1én.

Trong nha lai yén tinh.

https://thuviensach.vn



C6 1€ phat hién ra trong nha khong c6 cho ng6i, Chu Péng Nam quay
nguwoi bat dau thu don giwong, anh nhdt quan 16t 1én, réi gdp chan lai, sau
do6 bat dau trai thang ra giwong.

Thanh Van ddéng phia sau nhin anh, bong nhién cat tiéng hoi: “Nha
nay anh thué bao nhiéu tién?”

Chu Bong Nam khong ngirng tay, van con don dep: “Khong bao nhiéu
dau.”

Thanh Van néi: “Sao day? Khong thé néi cho to6i biét a?”

Chu bong Nam khom nguoi, hai tay dat 1én chan, khong trad 10i.
Thanh Van ciing chang hitng thu hoi, biét bao nhiéu thi sao, tién co6 dé lai
cho anh du dé anh song & Bac Kinh nay. Nghi dén day, Thanh Van lai cdm
thdy hoi ngot ngat. Khong phai la ghé tém, ma la ngdt ngat.

Khéng phdi 1a c6 chwa tirng gap phai treong hop thé nay. Duyén phan
mong manh, hoac co ban cling chang phai goi la duyén phan gi ma mong
manh. Chi don gidn dén mic khong thé don gian hon nita la sau tinh mét
dém c day dwa khéng ngtrng. Thé loai nay khién Thanh Van cam thay ghé
tom.

Hau hét 1a Thanh Van sé khong dé lai tin titc gi c6 lién quan dén than
phan that sy ctia minh cho nhitng nguwdi dan 6ng nay. Chi c6 rat it nguoi
biét c6 la ai. Ciing ti'ng c6 ngwoi dwa hoa dén tan nha Thanh Van, mong
muon tiép tuc phat trién, nhuwng déu bi Thanh Van néi vai cau dudi di.

Chu bBong Nam khac vdi nhitng nguoi nay. Lé nao anh khong phai
dang day dua sao? Puong nhién la anh cting vay, chi la nhin lai c6 vé
khong giong nhu thé.

Ngoai trtr ngay do giao hang cho c6, anh chua tirng goi dién cho co,
cling khong do hoi tinh hinh cta c6. R6 rang nha anh chi cach cong ty co
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muoi phit nhung anh chwa tirng dén cong ty tim c6.

Nguogc lai dién thoai la c6 goi trwdc, dén nha ciing la c6 dén trwdc.
Tham chi Iic dau bat gap anh ¢ Bac Kinh cling la do d6i mat tinh twong cta
co phat hién ra trwdc.

Nhung anh lai & day. Anh giong nhw c6 dai ven dwong, khong hé thu
hit nhung c6 khap moi noi. Tuy khong phéi anh c6 y nhwng Thanh Van
van cam giacvo hinh trung minh da bi ngwoi ta gai vao tinh thé nay. Nhan
thitc nay khién Thanh Van cam thay ngdt ngat.

Thanh Van bén nay van dang suy nghi lung tung, Chu Péng Nam da
thu don givong xong.

“Pén day ngoi di.” — Anh noi.

Thanh Van lay lai tinh than, nhin ra giwvong da dwgc vudt phang noi:
“Khong ng6i dau, to6i di day.”

Chu Bong Nam im lang nhin c6. Thanh Van nghiéng dau di khong
nhin anh, khé néi: “T6i di day, anh cling mau di di. Giao thita khong vé nha
lai chay dén noi xa x6i nhu vay, that chang biét anh nghi gi nita.”

Khéng ai tra 16i, Thanh Van quay dau lai, nhin thdy Chu Bong Nam
dang ngoi trén giwvong nhin c6. Anh da cdi do phao 16ng vii ra, bén trong la
chiéc 4o thun c6 nén mau xam, bén dudi la chi€c quan jean sam mau. Vai
rong, eo thon, lwng hoi khom, anh ng6i do lai toat 1én mot vé nam tinh dac
biét. Trén khuén mat goéc canh rd rang mang vé binh than, do6i mat den nhw
muc c lang lang nhin Thanh Van nhuw thé.

Thanh Van phdi cong nhan rang anh van c6 nét kha dién trai. Nhung
vay thi sao chit? Thanh Van quay nguai bo di.

“Em muon di that a?”
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Thanh Van quay dau lai, Chu Dong Nam van mang dang vé khi ndy.
“Di nhién roi.”

Chu Bong Nam nhin ¢6 choc lat, tir tr néi: “Em that ky la.”

Thanh Van cau may: “Gi ha?”

“Em thay t6i thi 1ap ti'c muon di. Nhung ldc t6i khong cé ¢ day thi em
lai cam tam chad dgi.” — Anh vira ndi vira ding 1én — “Thanh Van, hom nay
la giao thtra r6i.”

Thanh Van mim moi: “Giao thtra thi sao?”

Chu Bong Nam di vai buéc dén bén c6, Thanh Van bi anh che kin
tredc twong. Vé mdt anh binh than, cau noi ciing binh thwong.

“Em khong chuc t6i nam mdi vui vé sao?”

Thanh Van luon cdm giadc rang can ban anh khéng phai muon néi tdi
chuyén nay. Nhung rot cudc anh muén néi gi thi Thanh Van lai khong
muon héi. Kiéu mau thuan nay khién Thanh Van bat dau sot ruot.

“Nam moai vui ve!”

Thanh Van néi nhanh réi quay ngudi di ra ctta khong théem nhin anh
nira.

“Em muon di that u?” — Anh lai hoi 1an nira.

Thanh Van nhu bi 16i néi c6 chut tham y nay caa anh kich thich, tay
da dat trén ctra, nhung ngwoi da dirng lai, c6 quay dau.

“Néu khong thi sao? Anh no6i cho t6i biét xem & lai dé lam gi?”
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Anh mit c6 sic bén, Chu Bong Nam thoang sting sot roi méi ct tiéng
néi: “Hom nay la giao thira, td6i da mua thitc an va cé thudc 14 nita.”

Loi anh con chwa néi hét Thanh Van da téng ctra xong ra ngoai. Co
giat manh canh ctta, gay ra tiéng vang rat 1én trong hanh lang, chan dong
dén mic bui bam day 1én khap noi.

Co gan nhu chay thang xudng lau, ra dén san budc chan c6 van khong
ngung lai.

“Thanh Van...”

Trén lau vang 1én mot tiéng goi rot cudc khién Thanh Van quay dau lai
lan nita.

Bau troi xam xit, gié lanh ndi 1én bon phia. C6 nhin thdy bong dang
cta anh trén khung ctra s6 dang md, tiéc la hoi xa nén khong thay ro, chi
mo ho thdy dugce chiéc do thun c6 nén mau xam.

“Trd vé di!” — Thanh Van nhin cham cham vao bong dang kia, kéu 16n
1én — “Tré vé Quy Chau di!”

Co kéu lén tiéng nhung Chu Bong Nam chi lang lang nhin c6. Chan
troi mu mit, may den sa xudng, giita troi va dat la mot dam séng ca dang
cudn trao manh liét. Thanh Van thé don dap, 16ng nguc 1én xudng rat
nhanh. Co khong nhin anh ntta, quay nguoi roi khai khu nha.

Thanh Van ditng & dau duong hit sdu vao mét hoi, gié lanh chui vao
phoi. Trén duong c6 xe cd va nguwdi qua ké lai, nhung Thanh Van cam thay
tat cd déu nhw dang ding hinh, ho cling giong nhuw dau 6c cua cd, khong
biét la gi da ngung lai tat ca.
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“Lai la ca s6t chua Tay Ho!” — Cau no6i dau tién cua Thanh Van sau
khi vao ctra.

Pa nam gio ruwdi, Ly Van Sung dang nau com trong nha. Lic Thanh
Van vé 6ng dich than ra m& ctra, trén nguwdi van con deo tap dé. Tap dé cua
ong dung khong phai loai cia dau bép hay dung, 6ng it khi xuéng bép,
cling khong chuan bi riéng gi, cai ong dang dung la qua tang lic trudc mua
do bép.

“Miii em thinh qua.” — Ly Van Sung mot tay cam san dén Thanh Van
vao nha.

“May gio anh thitc day?” — Thanh Van vira di vao vira hoi 6ng.

“Ba gio.” — Ly Van Sung néi — “Thitc day da chang thdy em dau ca,
chay di dau vay?”

Thanh Van di vao phong khach, vitt tdi 1én ghé salon: “Dén cong ty.”
“Trong nha chan lam sao?”

“Khong c6.”

“Pirng néi véi anh la em di gidi quyét cong viéc nhé!”

Thanh Van quay dau, thdy Ly Van Sung cudi mang tham y. C6 thé néi
Thanh Van la do mot tay Ly Van Sung dan dat, 6ng hiéu co sau sac vo
cung. Cong viéc, ké hoach va hang muc tong két trong nam ctia Thanh Van
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hau hét déu la do Ly Van Sung ho trg, tham chi rat nhiéu thit déu la Ly Van
Sung lam thay c6. Thanh Van kha chay lwdi trong cong viéc, chuyén nay
ho déu biét.

Thanh Van liéc nhin vé mat Ly Van Sung, am ¢c quay nguoi ngoi trén
ghé salon: “Em khong thé di gidi quyét cong viéc dugc ha?”

“Puoc, duoc, duoce.”

Tat cé chi la cé 1é. Thanh Van trgn trang mat, nhic hai chan gac 1én
ban tra.

(13

...” — Ly Van Sung im ldng nhin cham cham d6i chan thon dai truéc
mat — “Em c6 thé ngoi dang hoang dugc khong?”

Thanh Van ngtra dau nam trén ghé salon, nham tit mat lai.
“Tiéu Van.”
Ly Van Sung phdi ra tay, dat chan c6 xudng.

“Ding ngbi déu phai c6 dang mdi dugc, em dau phai la con nit nita.”
— Ly Van Sung di dén bén canh c6, vira oan trach vira kéo c6 day — “Ngoi
cho dang hoang, nhin xem giong gi thé nay!”

“Anh di ndu an di ma.” — Thanh Van cau may — “Dé em nghi ngoi
choc lat.”

Lic nay Ly Van Sung mdéi nhéd dén moén ca cta ong: “Em xem di, em
xem di, déu tai em cd, anh quén cd mon ca réi day.”

Thanh Van xua tay: “Nhanh di di!”
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Ly Van Sung di vé phia nha bép, di duwgc vai budc lai quay dau dan
do: “Néu mét that thi 1én 1au ngu bu di.”

Thanh Van hoi thiéu kién nhan: “Biét roi.”

Lic nay Ly Van Sung mdi trd vé phong bép ndu an tiép. Thanh Van
khong 1én lau nga bu, tuy rang co that sy cdm thady mét moi. Thyc ra hom
nay c6 chang lam gi ca nhung van thay mét.

Mui cé sot chua Tay H6 cang lic cang nong, bay ra khéi phong bép,
ngay ca di Hong di ngang qua ciing khen tam tac.

“Thom qud, Ly tién sinh that c6 tay nghé do!”
Thanh Van néi dua: “Vay chit nita di cling dén an chung di.”

Di Hong nghe ra dwgc co dang noi dua, xua xua tay cudi bé di. Di
Hong da lam cho nha Ly Van Sung rat nhiéu nam, Ly Van Sung cfling rat
ton kinh ba, nhwng con nguwdi cia 6ng c6 mot théi quen, do la rat nhiéu viéc
déu c6 gidi han vo cung nghiém khac. Néi cach khac dé 1a mét kiéu thude
vé tinh ty chu cta ban than 6ng. Nguwoi than véi ong déu biét chuyén nay.

Pém giao thtra Ly Van Sung kéo Thanh Van ngo6i xudng chiéc ban an
nho, chi c6 hai ngwoi ho. Thitc an trén ban cling khong nhiéu, mét dia ca,
hai dia cai, mot bat canh, mot phan xa lach tron, mot phan banh ngot, tat ca
déu do Ly Van Sung lam.

Tivi @ phong khach chinh dén kénh trung wong, tiét muc lién hoan dén
xuan van nham chan trudc sau nhw mot, nhwng trong khong khi nay xem
nhu la hgp v6i hoan canh.

Ly Van Sing c6i tap dé ra, bén trong 1a bd quan 4o ¢ nha. Ong ngbi
vao ban, rot cho Thanh Van va minh ntta ly rugu do. Hai ngudi vira an vira
tro chuyén, da phan thitc an déu vao bung Thanh Van, com téi Ly Van
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Sung thwong khong an nhiéu. Thoi quen nhw vay khién 6ng gitt dugc voc
dang t6t, khong giong nhu Tao Khai vac bung bau di khap noi.

“Nghi tét muon di dau chgi?” — Ly Van Sung hai.

“Choi ha?” — Thanh Van ngang dau khoi bat com — “Anh khéng vé
tham di a?”

Di trong 10i ndi ctia Thanh Van la me caa Ly Van Sung. Cha Ly Van
Sung da qua doi nam trwdc, chi con lai me ong nam nay da tam muoi hai
tuoi & tai Hang Chau. May nam trwdc nghi tét Ly Van Sung déu dan Thanh
Van dén Hang Chau tham ba.

“Ba noéi vGi anh nam nay khong can vé.” — Ly Van Sung néi — “Ba
muon dén Pirc tham ban hoc cii.”

(13 »
see

Ly Van Sung thay dang vé Thanh Van ngan to te bén cudi, 6ng noi:
“Sao vay, ngac nhién a? C6 phai em cam thay ban hoc cii cia ba dang 1é
phai chét hét r6i ch gi?”

Thanh Van nhin nhin vai, c6 va Ly Van Sung von chang kiéng de
nhiéu: “Pung vay do.”

“Anh cling cdm thdy vdy.” — Ly Van Sung néi — “Mdy nguoi ban dai
hoc ctia ba ai ai cling song rat khée khoan. Em con nh¢ nam ngodi ban cta
ba dén Trung Quoc khong? Mot nam mot nit, anh 1ai xe dwa ho di dao Co
Cung d6.”

Thanh Van cwoi: “Nhé chi, lic d6 anh vé néi anh bi doa chét khiép,
bon nguwoi trong xe cong lai gan 300 tubi, t6c do xe anh cling khong dam
vuot qua bon muoi dam.”
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Nh¢ dén vé mat Ly Van Sung lic d6 néi vé chuyén nay, Thanh Van
van cam thay thich thd, chiéc diia dam vao than c4, cuwdi 1én khanh khach.
DPang cwoi c6 bong cam giac dugc trén tay dm ap. Ly Van Sung cam tay co.
Trén mat Thanh Van van con nét cudi, miéng tir tir nhoén lén. Sau luwng la
tiéng cuwdi cua tiét muc dén xuan trén tivi, mot nam mot nit dan chuwong
trinh cam micro dang doc cau doi xuan.

Ly Van Sung cling cudi, ong héi Thanh Van: “Mu6n di dau choi?”
Cau hoi dot ngot cia 6ng khién Thanh Van hoi sttng so.

“Choi cai gi?”

“Nghi tét, di choi.”

Ca nguoi Thanh Van moi mét nao c6 tam tw di choi, co veon vai mot
cai, lai néi: “Tét & nha la dwoc roi, di dau chi!”

“Oi, da ¢ nha cd nam roi, nén di ra ngoai hoat dong mét chit mai
phai!”
“Lam gl ma ¢ nha ca nam? Hai thang trudc em con di cong tac ma.”

“Em di chit anh dau c6 di, anh & Bac Kinh ru rd sudt ca nam day.”

Thanh Van ddt diia xuéng, nghiéng dau nhin Ly Van Sung, néi: “C6
phai anh c6 viéc phai ra khoi nha khong?”

Ly Van Sung khé nga ngudi ra sau, cudi toe toét: “Em lai nhin ra ro6i.”
“Pi dau?”
“Ban goi, may ngay td&i phai di Nhat Ban mot chuyén, em di véi anh.”

“Nhat Ban?”
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“U, em ct di dao phd, mua sam, ngdm sudi nwdc néng.”

Thanh Van an da hom hom, chiéc diia vo6 dinh vach lung tung trong
dia .

“Em khéng muon di.”

“Tai sao khong muon di?”

“Gan day em di dua r6i, khong muon di nita.”

“Vé may bay cling da mua xong r6i.”

“Tra vé la duogc ma.”

“Tiéu Van!”

Thanh Van budng diia xuéng: “Em that sy khong mudn di, anh di di.”

Trén ban an yén tinh mot hoi, Ly Van Sung buodng tay ra, ngoéi dwa vao
ghé noi: “Vay thi dgi thém vai ngay nita xem sao.”

Thanh Van vira nghe 6ng néi nhw vay cling biét 6ng van chua chiu ti
bo y dinh. C6 diéu may ngay gan day co6 that sy khong muon di dau nira
hét. Khong biét c6 phai la do “di chitng” chuyén di lan trudc dé lai qua
manh liét hay khong, thé cho nén dén bay gid c6 vira nghi dén viéc di ra
ngoai thi huyét thai dwong da cang ra.

“Anh di di.” — Mot 1at sau Thanh Van m6i néi — “Em & nha cho anh.”

Ly Van Sung khong thay doi sac mat: “Tét lai khong c6 chuyén gi
lam, em & nha lam chi, di theo anh di.”

“Em that sy khong...”

“Tiéu Van!”
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Tiéng noéi Ly Van Sung tram xudng. Thanh Van dot nhién cam giac
dugc mon ca vira an xong hoi c6 mui tanh trong miéng.

“Anh dinh di ngay nao?”

Tuy Thanh Van hoi cau nay, nhung giong diéu ctia ¢6 nghe van khong
tot. Ly Van Sung thé dai, chwa trd 16i. Thanh Van cam giac gdy minh hoi
néng l1én, c6 uéng mot hoi can sach ntra ly rgu con duw lai trén ban, sau dé
thé dai mot hoi, néi cham rai: “Anh n6i cho em biét tredc la ngay nao, em
xem thoi gian da.”

Ly Van Sung cam 14y g6i thudc trén ban, cham mot diéu.
“Ngay mai.”

“Ngay mai?”

“Thi thyc da xin xong r6i, trira mai bay.”

Ngay mai, cai nay c6 khac gi khong noi dau. Ly Van Sung thong tha
hit thude, dwong nhu dang chd gi do.

Thanh Van im lang hoi 1au, néi: “Phai di bao nhiéu ngay?”

“Chirng bon ngay théi.”

“Puwgc roi, chut nita em vé nha thu don mot chat.”

L.&i nay néi ra chitng té ¢6 da dong y. Sac mat Ly Van Sung cudi cung
dé nhin hon: “Khong can vé nha thu don, c tuy tién dem theo vai mén, qua
d6 ro6i mua cling dugce.”

“Lan tredc em mang d6 vé nha réi, bén nay khong con gi ca.”

“Vay ciling khong can, da tré thé nay r6i em trd vé thé nao?”
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“Lai xe la duwgc.”

“T6i nay ma em con mudn lai xe?”

“Goi dién thoai kéu mot chiéc.”

“Tiéu Van!”

Khong biét cé phéi vi nguyén nhan uéng rugu hay khong, Thanh Van
cadm giac mat minh vi hai chi* nay cia Ly Van Sung ma trd nén nong haoi.
Co ding lén, nhin Ly Van Sung.

“Em mudn vé nha ldy do, anh khong cho em vé thi em khong di nita.”

Ly Van Sung nhin cham cham vao mat c6, vé mat khong thay doi. Sau
khi 6ng dui tat diéu thuéc da hit xong, mai t tit néi: “HOm nay la giao
thira, dirng titc gian, néu khong sang nam mdéi déu khong vui. Nao, ngoi
xuong, anh di pha tra.”

“Khong can pha, em vé nha truéc.”
“Anh n6i em khong can ve.”

Thanh Van diéng 1én: “Néu anh sém noi ngay cho em biét thi em da

"’

khong can trg ve roi

Ly Van Sung rét nwdc bén canh ban tra, mat nhin thang. Tiéng n6i cia
ong ludn diém tinh v6 cung.

“Bao cho em ngay trwdc thi sé khong vay a?”

Thanh Van cling khéng biét tai sao con titc gian xong lén dau, da
chiéc ghé sang m6t bén. Chiéc ghé dap vao ban vang am 1én mot tiéng.
Nuwdc cta Ly Van Sung bi doé ra, 6ng dat manh binh tra xuéng ban.
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“Tiéu Van!”

Ong cyc hiém khi cit cao am lwgng, mot tiéng nhu vay da chiing to
ong dang rat tirc gian. Thanh Van mim chat mo6i. Dwdi anh den lan da c6 vi
rrou va con tire gian dot ngot khién hoi trng do, chan may cau lai.

Téc Thanh Van khong dai lam, chi chdm vai, c6t 1én khong ra kiéu
duoi ngra dugc. Binh thwong an com hay lam viéc c6 mai cot toc len, hom
nay vai sgi toc den roi xuong tran, khé bay bay theo hoi thé cta co.

Anh mét c6 qua lanh lung lai qué quyét liét.
“Em muon vé!” — Co néi.

Ly Van Sung yén lang nhin 6, sau dé giong nhw that sy thoa hiép,
ong gat dau.

“Pwgc, em mudn tré vé thu don do dac thi vé di.” — Ong ngdi trén ghé
salon, tién tay cam lén mot quyén s6 nhé dat 1én ban tra — “Ho chiéu cua
em, ty minh git di.”

Thanh Van bé cuén hd chiéu vao trong tdi, Ly Van Sung lai noi:
“Chuyén bay hai gio’ chiéu mai, bu6i sang em qua day la dugc.”

Thanh Van cam tii di ra cra. O tién sanh, cd mic lai 40 khodc ngoai,
Ly Van Sung ditng & ctra tién co.

“Hai gio, em dung ngu quéen.”
Thanh Van m¢ ctra: “Khong dau.”
Co di ra ngoai dugc vai budc, tieng phao hoa lién tiép vang lén.

“Tiéu Van!”
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Thanh Van quay dau lai, Ly Van Sung ditng & ctta, anh dén am ap &
ctra chiéu xuong dinh dau 6ng, khuén mat 6ng an gidu duwéi bong toi.

“Em trd vé ciing t6t.” — Ong ¥ ti¥ n6i — “Budi t6i yén tinh hdy suy
nghi that k¥ rot cuoc may ngay nay la sao.”

“La sao cai gi?”

Cho du ditng khuat duéi anh dén, Thanh Van van thay dwge Ly Van
Sung cau chat may.

Co khong doi dng cat 16i da quay dau di: “Em biét roi!”

bi duwogc vai budc, Thanh Van nghe thdy sau lvng vang 1én tiéng déng
ctta. C6 bong dirng budc, ditng yén tai cho that 1au, cuéi cung quay nguoi
moc chia khéa xe khai tii, 1di xe minh roi di.

Khéng biét c6 chot kiém tra nong do rwogu khi 1ai xe hay khong. Mot
tay Thanh Van cam tay lai, mot tay cam diéu thudc. C6 nghi tot nhat 1a cé.
Pang tiéc ong troi khong chiu chiéu theo y co, c6 khong dung phdi chot
kiém tra nao hét. Téi nay lwc lwgng canh sat déu bi diéu dén tuyén duwong
chu chét, dwong Thanh Van di kha thwa nguoi.

Co lai xe trén duvong Bac Kinh hiém khi vang vé, miéng day mui khoi
thudc va mui rwegu. Sudt ca ngay dén tan bay gio tran tuyét kia van chwa roi
xuong, bau trdi triu nang hon ca budi trwa, giong nhuw dé xudng dinh dau,
dau 6c Thanh Van trong rong.

Pung lic gap phéi dén dé, Thanh Van dirng xe lai. Trong bat chot nhw
tich tu dwogc sttc manh, ca thu do bat dau vang 1én tiéng phao nhiét liét. Mot
tran phdo hoa 16n nod tung trén bau trdi ¢ cau vuot phia tridc co6, mudn
héng nghin tia.
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Thanh Van liéc nhin dién thoai di dong. Mwdi hai gio. Moi ngudi
dang tién nam cii dén nam méi. Hiéu qua cach am trong xe kha tot, tat ca
tiéng phao déu nhu @ mat thé gidi khac, vira tram vira xa.

Peén chuyén xanh, Thanh Van ciing khong rdi di. Phia sau cling khong
ai thuc giuc 6, cd con dwong chi c6 moi xe co thoi. Pén lai chuyén dé,
Thanh Van bong mé& cita s6 ra, co vit diéu thudéc xudng, roi sau do bé
ngodt tay lai, chay vé mot huwéng khac.
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Ca quang duong 1én cau thang khéng mot bong nguwdi, chi c6 mui com
chin thoang thoidng. Pén diéu khién bang am thanh & tang ba bi hw, lic
Thanh Van di 1én da phai mot chiéc tdi, khong biét trong tii dung vat gi, c6
thé la quan do, da vao cdm giac hoi mém.

Thanh Van bi vivéng chan, can rang da chiéc tii vang di. Nwa tang lau
con lai co chay len nhanh hon.

Anh dén nhap nhém sang Ién soi vao canh cita cfi, khién cau déi dé
md&i dan noi bat han 1én. Thanh Van bé hai tay vao tui do, c6 di cuc nhanh,
nhanh dén mitc goc 4o bay phap phdi.

Lic con cach khodng ndm mét, co6 da duva tay 1én, dén khi tay c6 ha
xuong vira lic dat trén canh cita nha s6 406. Ctta chong trom bi vo vao hoi
rung lén. Sau khi Thanh Van go xong lai gio tay len nita, nhung luc nay
con chwa kip gd xudng c6 da nghe thiy trong nha c6 tiéng dong.

Anh dang chay dén, c6 1é khong thé goi la chay. Trong dau Thanh Van
hién ra doi chan dai cia Chu Pong Nam. Tt givdng dén cita can bao nhiéu
budc nhi? Hai budc hay la ba budc. Suy nghi cua co bi gian doan. Ctta m&
ra.

Trong nha rat toi, chi cé dén tivi téa sang. Trén tivi dang chiéu tiét
muc dén xuan, tiét muc da dién dén phan cudi, theo thwong 1é sé la cac
nghe si hgp ca bai “Kho quén dem nay”.
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Bai hat don xuan mang giai diéu cii rich nay khién khan gia nay sinh
cam giac than thiét tuy nham chan nhat nhung lai 1a cach thye dung. Thanh
Van nhin anh. Anh méi tam xong, téc van chwa kho hét. Anh van mac
chiéc 4o thun c6 n6n mau xam, trong nha khong m@ diéu hoa, cé 1€ 1a anh
muon tiét kiém dién.

Tay Chu Dong Nam con dang cam chiéc khan, anh lang lang nhin
Thanh Van, trong déi mat mau den dwong nhw dang lap lanh, Thanh Van
nhin khong ro.

Co tur tir dva tay 1én, s& vao mat anh. Trén tay c6 van mang theo hai
lanh bén ngoai, cham vao khién anh khé run 1én. Thanh Van nhu dang xem
that k¥, c6 so nhe tit gwong mat anh cho dén cam.

Chu Pong Nam khong nhic nhich nita. Anh mét ¢6 ti* mat anh chuyén
sang anh mat anh. Chu Pong Nam hé miéng nhung khéng thot ra tiéng.

Thanh Van duwa tay day long nguc anh di vé phia trudc. Chu Pong
Nam lui vé sau vai bwdc, Thanh Van déng cia lai. Hai tay c6 dé ra sau
lung, twa vao trén ctra, khé ngtra dau, trén mat chang hé cé y cwdi. Méi c6
rat do, mat tai nhot, anh sang tr tivi hat 1én khuon mat hg hitng cta c6
chiéu ra mot vé lanh 16o chan dong long nguoi.

“Lam hay khong?”
Chu Pong Nam khé néi: “Em da uéng rugu.”
“Lam hay khong?”

Ho6 hap cua Chu Bong Nam dan dan c6 thé nghe thay ro. Tiéng néi cta
anh ciing nang né hon: “Em dén day bang cach nao? Lai xe a?”

Thanh Van khong tra 10i, c6 tir t* m& miéng. Moi co6 giong nhw mot
déa hoa né ro, dau lwdi 1a nhi hoa twoi tham, trén dé6 dinh mat ngot, chi can
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thoang cham vao la sé kéo ra dugc sgi to...
“Lam hay khong lam?”

Chu Péng Nam hit sdu vao mot hoi, anh gio tay 1én cha mat minh. Ro6i
sau d6 anh cdt budc di dén trudc mat Thanh Van, nang cam c6 1én, hon
xuong. Thanh Van nham mat lai, nhanh chéng nghénh dén anh.

Bai hat “Kho Quén Bém Nay” da két thic, tat ca nghé si chao cAm on
trén san khau. Nguoi dan chwong trinh s6i noi, dién cam doc 16i chao két
thic. Du nhitng chwong trinh nay hang nam déu binh méi rwgu cfi, nhung
khi bon ho néi xong van sé khién ngudi ta c6 do gidc nam nay da vién man.

Chu Pong Nam da danh rang, Thanh Van ném dwgc huvong vi trong
miéng anh, hwong vi sach sé ngot ngao. Thanh Van da quén mat nu hon lan
tredc cia Chu Bong Nam thé nao, cho nén c6 khong so sanh dwgc nu hon
lan nay cta anh cé phai da tré nén kich liét hon, xam chiém hon khong.

Anh h6én dén mirc Thanh Van khong nhin duwgc khé rén 1én, trén mat
c6 dinh hwong vi am wét. Hai tay Thanh Van dat trén ba vai Chu Pong
Nam, hon 1én chiéc c6 trang kién cta anh.

Mui sita tam gia ré caa khach san ldc nay ngti vao dac biét thic day
ham muén. C6 nhan ra duwgc c6é gi d6 dang chong vao eo c6. Thanh Van
nhéch moi, tran ho ké vao nhau. Chu B6ng Nam nham mat lai, 16ng mi anh
dai dén bat ngo, ching quét lén xwong 16ng may cd, khién ca ngudi ¢6 ram
ran.

“Nhanh lén...” — C0 néi.

Chu Bong Nam mot tay 6m lay ¢6, quay ngudoi dat c6 xuéng givong.
Giwong cta anh rat thap, thdp dén mitrc gan nhu khong c6 khung givong,
giong nhu mot tdim ném that day trai tryc tiép trén san.
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Ra giwvong hoi btra bon, trén ra con cé mot chiéc chan bong. Thanh
Van nam trén givong khong hé ctt dong. Chu Béng Nam céi 4o khoac cd
ra, bén trong c6 mac mét chiéc 4o len dai c6 tron, bén hong that mot chiéc
day nit manh mau den.

Chu Bong Nam thao day nit ra, hai tay dong thdi luén vao 4o len, tr ti
lan l1én. Thanh Van cam giac dwgc doi ban tay to bat dau tir héng c6, lan
dén eo, bung, sau do la hai bén xwong swon, roi lan dén nguc co.

Co khong nhin dugc vwon nguc léen, tay cua anh lai vong ra sau lung
qua khe hé. Anh kéo hai tay c6 1én, 1ap tic cdi 4o len ra. Lic anh thay duoc
chiéc 4o nguwc mau xanh lam thi thoang dirng lai.

Thanh Van nhin vao mat anh, trong khodnh khac dirng lai kia giong
nhu da nhom lra [én mét thi dé bat chay, bung no sitc manh trong bong toi.

Hanh dong cua anh rat nhanh, cdi quan co ra lai céi quan cia minh.
Cudi cung anh 6m lay Thanh Van, vui mat vao téc co lan nita.

Thanh Van niu lay chiéc 4o thun cé nén, than nhién no6i: “Con mot thit

nay.”

Chu Bong Nam that sy nhw da khong doi kip nita, anh kéo ban tay co
dang dat trén chiéc 4o thun c6 nén ctia anh xudng, 1ap tirc dua tay dén giita
hai chan Thanh Van.

Anh khong lam dao dau gi ca. Hoac la néi, doi véi anh khiic dao dau
da lam da lam ro6i. Bat dau tir budi sang hai thang trudc kia cho dén bay
gi®, lam thém gi nita déu la du thira.

Trong va cham kich liét va regu nong, Thanh Van ti t nhé lai cam
giac khi d6. Bay gio anh thay do6i rat nhiéu, Thanh Van 6m lay ba vai rong

16n cda anh nghi dén khi d6 anh hoan toan la 1am, khan triong va cang
thang. Nhung bay gio thi khac.
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Tuy nhién cling c6 ché khong thay doéi. Thanh Van van cam thay doi
vGi chuyén tinh duc, Chu Bong Nam c6 nhip diéu rieng ctia ban than anh.
Trong ntfa gio ngan ngui, anh thtr rat nhiéu kiéu, nhiéu dén mitrc khién doi
khi Thanh Van ndy sinh mot do giac rang anh dang coi co thé c6 nhw la mot
manh ruéng mau m& ma khai khan.

Tuy Thanh Van chang muén héi dén cam twéng khai khan cta anh,
cling khong cé y dinh trao do6i gi vdi anh. Anh da tién bo hon trude day,
day chinh la két luan duy nhét cia Thanh Van sau khi xong viéc.

“Thé nao?” — Chu Péng Nam d6 mo hoi dam dia, hai khuyu tay anh
dd hai ben ngwoi Thanh Van, bo nguc dinh sat vao nguc co.

“Em cam thdy thé nao?” — Thanh Van khong tra 10i, anh lai héi lan

Thanh Van hoi buon cuwdi, cd6 nghiéng dau, nhin cai dau den si trudc
mat.

“Thé nao cai gi?”

“M6i vira r6i, em thay dugce khong?”

Thanh Van than nhién nhin anh khong noi 10i nao. Trong lvgng Chu
Pong Nam khong nhe, dé 1én ngudi ¢ cling rat nang, nhung Thanh Van
khong cho anh ding 1én.

“Anh cam thay rat t6t.” — Chu Pong Nam noi.

That ra thi nguwoi va dong vat khong khac biét gi nhiéu. Lic dong duc
trén ngwoi cling sé c6 mui. Thanh Van dang ngi thay mui vi &m ap trén
nguwoi Chu Pong Nam, trong can phong nho khong c6 anh déen nay, n6 vo
cung ro rang.
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“Anh khong can noi véi téi y nghi cia anh.” — Thanh Van noi.
Chu Péng Nam nhin c6, n6i: “Em cam thay thoai mai khong?”

Thanh Van cudi 1én, c6 dap Chu Bong Nam ra, trd tay 14y goi thuoc
trong chiéc do bén canh, cham mét diéu.

“Mubn cho t6i thoai mai thi anh hay luyén nita di.”

Chu Béng Nam khéng néi gi nita, lwdi biéng trd minh ndam bén canh
Thanh Van.

That ra thi Thanh Van da néi doéi. C6 nhin thdy mét hinh anh thoang
qua trén tivi, hd hitng nghi. Méi vira r6i c6 cam thdy rat tot, nhung tét hay
khong thi c6 y nghia gi dau.

Chwong trinh don xuan bat dau phat lai. Thanh Van nghe 16 16i md&
dau quen thudc kia, nh¢ dén ban dau lic nghe thdy may 10i nay, cd6 dang
ngoi trvdc mam com tat nién & nha Ly Van Sung. Bay gio thi tran truong
nam trén mot chiéc giwong rach hit thudc 1a.

Thanh Van cong mot chan 1én, diéu hoa da dwgc Chu Bong Nam bat
1én, gi6é mat thoi dén gitta hai chan am wét. C6 cam gidc dwgc sy mat mé
cham choc.

Chu Bong Nam bo day, dé mong tran thu don giwvong. Bong anh lac lw
trrdc mat Thanh Van, c6 thay hoi thiéu kién nhan.

“Anh c6 thé nao nam yén mot lat khong? Khong mét sao?”

Chu Bong Nam nghe 10i c6, bo quan do xudng. Anh kéo Thanh Van
dén, ké mot chiéc gbi 16n ra phia sau. Chiéc g6i la loai goi dai, mot nita cho
Thanh Van, mot nita cho minh.
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Hai ngudi im lang xem tivi. Bén ngoai tiéng phao van vang nhw ci,
nhung da ngdét hon vira roi rat nhiéu.

Thanh Van hit xong mot diéu thudc, cling da tinh rwgu khong it. Trén
tivi dang trinh dién tdu hai, khan gia cwdi hi ha nhwng hai nguwoi truedce tivi
lai chang c6 biéu cam gi.

Mot lat sau Thanh Van cdm gidc duwgc nguwdi bén canh quay dau sang.

“Em doi bung khong?” — Chu Bong Nam hoi.

“Khong doéi.”

“Toi hoi doi.”

Chu Bong Nam vira n6i vira xudng givong di vao phong bép. Thanh
Van nhat mot chiéc quan bén canh ném vao ngudi anh, Chu Péng Nam
khom nguoi mac vao.

Chu Béng Nam leng keng lanh canh trong phong bép mot héi, Thanh
Van da sap ngu thiép di. Trong lic mo mo mang mang c6 ngti thay dugc
mot hwong thom, mé mat ra, Chu Béng Nam dang bung hai dia thitc an ra
khoi phong bép.

“Em cling an chut di.”

Lén giwvong ciling rat ton sitc, Thanh Van phdi thita nhan diéu nay. Co
khodc 4o, budc xuong giwong di dén bén canh ban an.

Chu Bong Nam chi lam hai moén, mot mon la dwva leo chién tritng, mot
mon la sgi khoai tay chién.

Thanh Van ng6i xuéng, Chu Pong Nam dwa cho c6 mot doi diia. Moi
moén cd ném thir mt miéng, Chu Bong Nam hoi c6: “Sao ha?”
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Thanh Van khé nhwéng may: “Day chinh la tai nang ctia dau bép Chu
a? Com tat nién chi c6 hai mén nhw vay, anh c6 tiét kiém tién cling dau can
nhw thé ch?”

Chu Pong Nam ctii dau an, sau khi dn dwoc vai miéng to méi néi: “An
dai thoéi, khong can phai lam nhiéu.”

Thanh Van nhin mén an trong dia, bong héi: “T6i nay anh khong nau
an a?”

Hai mén nay hinh nhw giong véi lic chiéu nay c6 thay anh xach veé,
noéi cach khac la anh vira m@i bat bép léen.
“Pung.” — Chu Bong Nam noi — “Lé ra dinh ngu.”
“Pé bung déi nga ha?”
“Khi do cting khong doi.”
Thanh Van néi mia: “Khong an t6i cling khong déi bung sao?”

Chu Bong Nam ngon day thiec an trong miéng, nhung diia van dinh
gap miéng khac.

“Khong doéi bung...” — Luc anh no6i chuyén ro rang bi nghen, may cau
chat lai, Thanh Van cuwdi ché giéu. Sau khi Chu Péng Nam vat va nudt thic
an xudng, méi nhin c6 néi: “Gian ciing no ro6i.”

Thanh Van sttng sot, trong nhdy mat sac mat tram xudng, lwdm anh
mot cai khong ndi thém gi niva.

Chu Pong Nam ciing khong dé y, anh chi vao dia néi: “Em con an nita
khong? Khéng an thi t6i an hét nhé!”

Thanh Van viit doi dda lén ban: “Anh an hét di.”
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Chu Bong Nam trat hét thitc an con du lai vao bat minh, lta vai diia
vao miéng. Miéng phong lén gidng nhu con ca vang.

Thanh Van nhin thdy dang vé anh nhw vay lién hit mot tiéng: “DPung
dé nghen.”

Mat Chu Bong Nam nhu 16e sang. Thanh Van chd anh nu6t hét thirc
an xuong madi hoi: “Nhin cai gi?”

Chu Bong Nam néi: “Khi dé em cling noi nhu vay, con nhd khong?”

Thanh Van cau may: “Gi chit?”

Chu Bong Nam noi: “Khi d6 em ciing bao t6i dirng dé nghen.”

Lic & quan an kia, 1an th hai Thanh Van nhin thdy Chu Béng Nam,
anh dang vui dau an bat bin gao ctia minh, bi Thanh Van ghét nghe tiéng
hip sup soat 16n tiéng nén mdi trach mat cau. ..

Cudc doi that 1am ky la. Thanh Van nhin vao anh mat Chu Bong Nam,
tw cam than trong long. Nguwoi ta rat kho néi rd con duong doi rot cudc la
rong hay hep. Cé doi khi di rat thuan lgi, c6 dé6i khi di bi vap vap. Cé khi
ban tim moi cich dé thay d6i nhung khéng dwgc, ma c6é khi chi trong
thoang choc lo dang thi bién s6 lai phat sinh.

Pén cung anh dugc coi la gi?

Thanh Van doi mat di. Chu Bong Nam thu don chén dia, mang vao
phong bép rira. Mot 14t sau anh di ra ngoai, vay vay tay. Co6 vai giot nwéc
roi vao nguwoi Thanh Van, c6 nhw khéng cdm gidac dwgc gi ¢t nhin cham
cham vao mat dat ma ngan nguoi.

Cudi cung chut nwéc con lai A Nam chui vao quan jeans ctia minh,
anh di dén bén ctra s6 néi: “Tuyét roi roi.”
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Thanh Van ngang dau, tuyét dé nén sudt cd mot ngay rot cudc da roi
xuong. Co cling di dén bén ctta s6. Tuyét roi kha 16n, bong tuyét giong nhw
16ng ngong roi tirng manh tirng manh xudng dat. Bgi vi bong tuyét 16n nén
c6 vé roi xuong rat cham.

Thanh Van cam gidc dwgc mot déi tay luon qua hong cd, 6m 14y co tw
phia sau.

“Phia trudc la tdm swédi, anh khong sg bi béng a?” — Co noi.
“Tam dwoc, khong nong lam.”

Thanh Van khong noi, ¢6 nhin tran tuyét 16n ngoai ctta s6, qua mot hoéi
1au m@i khé néi: “Chu Dong Nam, vé nha di.”

Lai la dé tai nay, Chu Bong Nam khong titc gian, tiéng noi cta anh rat
binh tinh, anh héi c6: “Sao em lai bao toi tré ve?”

“Anh chi l1a xtc dong nhat thoi, nhw vay sé khong c6 két qua.”
“Em that sy nghi nhu vay sao?”
“U.»

Chu Bong Nam khé thé dai, giong nhw khong phéi vi ban than minh
ma la vi co.

Thanh Van lai néi lan nita: “Anh nhw vay sé khong c6 két qua, vé nha
di.”

“Em biét dwgc t6i muon két qua gi a?”

Thanh Van nghiéng dau, nhung bdi vi hong bi 6m lai nén khong thé
nhin thdy dwgc d&nh mat cta anh, c6 néi: “Anh mudn két qua thé nao?”
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Tiéng n6i Chu Dong Nam rat tram, giong nhw bong tuyét bén ngoai,
nhin nhw bay nhe nhang nhung van c6 sitc nang. Anh néi: “Em xem, em
cling khong biét toi mudn két qua gi thi sao em biét dugc sé khong co két
qua chu?”

Két qud, két qua. Ban than cudc thdo luan nay ciing sé khéng c6 két
qua. Thanh Van tho 0. Chu Dong Nam 6m c6 chdt thém chut nita. Anh hit
vao that sau, nhin tuyét ngoai ctta s, khé thi tham trén dinh dau co: “Bac
Kinh that lanh...”
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Thanh Van day tré. Mung mot tét troi day may, trong hoan canh nay
lai cang thic day két qua khién c6 ngi quén. Thé nhung troi day may
khong phai la Iy do mau chot. Thanh Van cam 1ay dién thoai di dong, chi
vao Chu bong Nam dang nam trén giwvong, anh mat hung di.

“Anh tat dién thoai di dong cua t6i phai khong?”

Chu Bong Nam nhat quan 4o bén canh dwa cho c6: “Em mdc quan ao
vao trude di.”

Anh vira n6i mot tay khac vira cam 13y diéu khién bat diéu hoa 1én.
“Chu bong Nam!”

Nguoi dan 6ng trén giwvong nhin sang. Anh c6 vé hoi lwdi, biéu hién
v6 cung binh tinh tridc vé mat nghiém khac ctia Thanh Van. Chuyén nay
khong thé trach anh, tuy anh mat Thanh Van sic bén nhung hinh twgng
trong khong hé dang so.

Trai qua mot dém 16n x0n, hai mat Thanh Van hoi sung vi say rugu,
dau 6c thi hoan toan dyng ding. C6 chi mdc do nguc dirng trudc giwong,
tron tritng mat chi vao Chu BDéng Nam, canh twgng rat khéi hai.

Chu Bong Nam ngoi day khéi givong, vuot vudt mat minh. Anh mac
chiéc do thun c6 no6n t6i hom qua di ngd, do da bi anh dé dén nhan nhim.
Anh vén chan 1én 16 ra doi chan tran trui. Lan da trén dui cling chang trang
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tréo gi, bap dui ran chac, bap chan thon dai, khép xwong dau goi va ban
chan vo cung ro rang.

Chu Bong Nam chi mac moi cai quan 16t, sau khi vén chan lén lai bat
dau tim quan dai. Thanh Van bi thai do diém nhién cta anh khiéu khich,
am diéu cao thém mot bac.

“T6i hém qua anh n6i thé nao?”

Chu Béng Nam ngirng tay, lai nhin ¢6 lan nita. That ra thi khong phai
la t6i hom qua, néu tinh theo thdi gian thi da 1a hom nay r6i, cu thé 1a hon
bay gio truac.

Hon ba gid sang, Thanh Van mu6n di, Chu Bong Nam khong cho.
“Tré r6i, ngu & cho t6i di.”

Thanh Van ngadp mot cai, tay van dang mac quan o, néi mat: “La ngu
& cho anh hay la ngt véi anh?”

(13 »
see

Co tay bi kéo lai, Thanh Van ngang dau, Chu Déng Nam nhin c6 noi:
“Em muon nita cling dwgc ma.”

Vé mat kia cia anh khong giong n6i dua. Thanh Van phong dang cuoi
0 lén, giat tay ra chi vao ngwc Chu Bong Nam: “Nhin hai mwoi may nam
r6i nén mudn xa hang ton phai khong?”

Co khé day Chu Bong Nam ra, khom lwng mang giay, than nhién noi:
“Khong muon nhin thi tim ban géi di, dén ltic do6 bat cit lic nao ciing c6 thé
cho anh gieo gidng.”

Giay kéo dwgc mot niva c6 da bi 16i ddy. Chu Bong Nam kéo c6 4o
Thanh Van, anh mat qua quyét. Thanh Van lanh mat lanh giong: “Budng
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tay!”

Chu Bong Nam hit vao vai lan, lic Thanh Van da chuan bi san tinh
than anh sé chiti mang hodc tham chi ra tay danh nguoi thi Chu Bong Nam
tha long tay ra, quay tré lai bd dang luc truede.

“Chuyén sau nay thi sau nay hang néi.” — Anh néi giong binh than —
“H6m nay & cho t6i.”

“Ngay mai toi con c0 viéc.”

“Po cling la chuyén ngay mai.”

“T6i phai dén san bay.”

Chu Bong Nam khyng lai: “Em phai di xa a?”

«(y »

“Pi dau?”

“Pi dau lién quan gi dén anh!”

“Di bao nhieu ngay?”

“... Chu bong Nam, anh ngoc that hay gid ngdc vay?”

Chu bong Nam ditng mét héi, sau d6 quay ngudi trd lai givong, bat
dau doi ra givong.

(13 »
cee

Giat ra giwvong ra, anh lay mot tdm ra sach trong ta trai 1én giwdng lan
nita. Thanh Van ditng bén ctra s6 yén lang nhin anh lam hét tat ca.
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“Nao!” — Anh trdi ra givong xong, quay dau néi véi c6 — “Dén day

»

ngu.
Thanh Van cé cam giac bat luc.

Chu Bong Nam noi: “Chuyén bay ngay mai cia em may gio, t6i sé goi
em day.”

Dung dang mot hoi, Thanh Van da giay di. C6 cam giac minh that sy
qua mét madi, néu khong da khong dé dang bi anh thuyét phuc nhw vay.
Quan o vira mac vao lai cdi ra, Thanh Van nam vat xuéng giwong. Khi
vira ngad xuong giwvong Thanh Van lai bat dau thdy may man béi quyét dinh
ctia minh. Ai muén vao dém giao thtra cd ngudi mét méi di trong gié tuyeét,
sau do lai phai 14i xe mdy chuc pht dé tré vé nha chi¥? Chang ai muon ca.

Thanh Van lay dién thoai di dong ra, mo mang cai gio bao thic, lai
néi véi Chu Bong Nam: “Tam gio goi téi ddy, toi mudn tam rra.”

N6i xong c6 vui mdt vao goi, chuan bi ngt. Chu Péng Nam cham vao
c6: “Em ngu nhw vay khong kho thé a?”

Thanh Van kho chiu hat anh ra: “Pirng néi chuyén.”

Thanh Van nga rat nhanh, nhung Chu Bong Nam thi khéng. Anh
cham chua nhin Thanh Van ngu say that lau. Trong nha khong bat den, anh
chi c6 thé muwgn anh den tivi yéu 6t soi 16 dwong nét c6. Sau mdt hoi 1au,
Chu Dong Nam cam lay dién thoai cua Thanh Van, lan mo mot héi roi tat
dong ho bao thitc, sau khi tat xong cam thay van chwa bado dam, anh dut
khoat tat luén dién thoai di dong.

Dat dién thoai di dong xuong, Chu Pong Nam dwa tay nam ldy ba vai
Thanh Van, lat co lai. Thanh Van hoan toan khong c6 dong tinh. Bgi mot
hoi thay Thanh Van van khéng nhic nhich, Chu Bong Nam dat ngon tay
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vao dwdi miii Thanh Van, ¢6 van con thd. Lic nay Chu Dong Nam md&i nhe
nhom 6m c6 vao long nam ngu.

Vtta m6i ngu da dén muoi gio rwdi, Chu Bong Nam tinh lai trong
tiéng chwri thé cia Thanh Van. Sau dé la canh twong hién tai.

“Bay gio néu toi con tin anh nita...” — Thanh Van gian dén mat do
birng — “Chit Thanh cua toi sé viét nguwgc lai thanh chir Ta!”

Co ndi néng hoi lau, phat hién dwong nhv Chu Bong Nam khong nghe
thdy. Khong chi c6 vé mat khong thay doéi, ngay cd mat cling khong nhin
vao mat 6. Thanh Van cidi dau nhin theo 4nh mat anh, thdy dugc co thé
gan nhw 10a 16 ctia minh.

Thanh Van nguwédc mat, gan ting chit titng chit: “Chu Déng Nam, me

»
!

kiép anh
Chu Pong Nam twra vao dau givdng néi: “An nhiéu chit di.”
Chu Bong Nam noi tir tan day long: “Em gay qua.”

Thanh Van nhat mot chiéc dép trén dat ném vao anh. Chu Dong Nam
kip thoi cui nguoi né tranh.

“Hay nhi!”

Thanh Van trgn tri'ng mat, cdm thdy Chu Pong Nam c6 thé tranh kip
hoan toan la dya vao van may. C6 nhanh chéng nhdt 1én mot chiéc dép
khac, lic dang nham muc tiéu thi dién thoai rung Ién.

T trwdc dén gio dién thoai cia Thanh Van luon chinh ché do rung,
tiéng ro ro kia co6 nghe vo s6 lan, nhung lic nay nghe lai hoi khac. Duong
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nhv tiéng rung chang phai la cta dién thoai ma la cia md6t chiéc dong ho
béo thitc, danh thitc c6 khéi gidc mong.

Cam giac nhv vay co 1€ kha ky la, bdi vi ro rang co da tinh.
Thanh Van dat dép xuéng, nhan dién thoai.
“Sao con chwa dén?”

Thanh Van dwa dién thoai ra xa theo phan xa dé xem thoi gian, da la
muoi gio nam muoi roi.

Co hit sdu vao mét hoi noéi: “Em con chwa tinh ngt, chit nita em dén
thang san bay.”

Trong dién thoai yén lang mét hoi, &nh mat Thanh Van nhin ra ctra so,
tran tuyét nay da roi that 1au, dén bay gio van chua ngirng lai.

Ly Van Sung néi: “Sao lai so suat nhw vay, khong phai hom qua da
nhac nhé em roi sao?”

Thanh Van néi: “Sé khong dén tré dau, tuyét roi 16n nhw vay nhat dinh
gio bay sé bi doi lai.”

Ly Van Sung nghe xong thd dai mot hoi, noi: “Qua that bi doi roi, bon
gid m@i cat canh. Anh dién thoai bdo em dirng gap, c6 diéu bay gio xem ra
em chang gap géap cht nao ca.”

Thanh Van w: “Vay chit nita em ra san bay luon.”

“Bay gio em thu don xong chwa? Thu don xong thi dén cho anh cling
dwgc, dén luc do ching ta cung di.”

Thanh Van quay dau, trén giwvong vo cung btra bon. Trong lic lo dang
anh mat c6 thoang li€c nhin Chu Péng Nam. Anh méi mac quan dugc mot
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nita, dang lang lang ng6i dé nhin c6, &nh mat khac véi ngay thuong.

Thanh Van nhanh chéng doi mat di, lai néi: “Thu don xong ro6i, em
vira thitc day. Em khong qua ché anh dau.”

“Vay cling dugc, chut nita dung lai xe di, tinh hinh giao thong khong
tot, em goi xe ma di.” — Ly Van Sung thoang dirng roi lai n6i — “Hay la anh
goi nguwoi dén dén em?”

“Khong can, ty em di dugc.”
“Tren duong chua y an toan, dung voi.”
“Biét roi.”

Co cup diéen thoai, trong nha yén ling nhv to. Thanh Van dat dién
thoai sang mot bén, hién tai thoi gian van con du, c¢6 dinh tam rita.

“Co khan sach khong?” — Co hoi Chu Pong Nam.

Chu Bong Nam im ldng, ngon tay chi vao ti. Thanh Van kéo ra, bén
trong c6 mot chiéc khan mau hong con chwa mé bao bi. Co vira dinh ché
giéu doi cau, nhung nhac thay gi do6 lai kéo ngan ti ra mot chut. Mot chiéc
ban chai danh rang mau hong va mot ly stic miéng bang nhya. Thanh Van
kéo hét ngan tad ra, trong cung con c6 mot cay lwge go mdi, cling chwa ma@
bao bi.

Tuy Chu Pong Nam khong dé dau dinh, nhung ciing chac chan khong
can dén lwgc. Ngon tay Thanh Van nam chat tay cam ngan td, lang nghe
tiéng dong phia sau.

“Péu con mdi, em dung di.”
Thanh Van im lang 1ay khan 16ng ra, thay dép di vao phong vé sinh.

Pén tan khi ctra dong lai, c6 mdi tha hat ra.
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Co6 ngang dau ding lic nhin thay bong dang minh trong gwong. Thanh
Van cam thdy mat minh hoi citng ngac, c6 che kin mat lai, hit hét toc ra
sau Ot.

Nha vé sinh khong 16n, san 16t gach men. Thanh Van day nap bon cau
lai, quay nguwdi m@ voi sen, nwdc kha nong. Sau khi day nap bon cau lai c6
dat chai dau goi dau va chai sita tdm 1én. Dau goi la loai chai 16n, hang gia
ré, do kiém rat cao. Thanh Van goi dau xong cam thay toc kho citng hét ca.
Co vin twong, dinh cho nwéc néng x6i xuéng nhiéu hon.

Lic nham mat lai,nhitng gidc quan khac tré nén nhay cadm khac
thwong. Thanh Van bong quay dau lai, nwéc trén mat van chwa kip vuot di.
A Nam di vao, tr¢ tay dong ctra lai.

Phong vé sinh von khong 16n, hoi nwéc day dac dén mitc chi nhin rd
trong pham vi ntta bwdc. Tiéng nwdc chdy ao at, Thanh Van ciing khong
tron tranh, c6 nhin thay anh lién hat cam ra hiéu: “Quan 4o0.”

Chu Béng Nam mdc nguyén quan do buwdc dén. Nuwdc voi sen ban ra
tung toe t ngwoi Thanh Van. Chi méi ditng mot lat ma tredec ngue ao thun
cia Chu Pong Nam da wét mot mang. Anh dwa do trong tay cho Thanh
Van. Mat chai dau x4, cling van con mdi.

Thanh Van nhan ldy dong thoi quay lwng di, c6 khong muén nhin mat
Chu Péng Nam. Quay ngudi lai y la mudn dudi nguwdi. Tuy Chu Pong Nam
hién lanh nhung khong ngdc. Co diéu anh khong bé di.

Nudc x6i 1én téc, Thanh Van cam thdy téc minh cang kho hon. Lai
giong nhw c6 dv cam, co thé Thanh Van khé run 1én. Sau khi run xong c6
cam giac dugc c6 chiéc do wst nhep ap 1én lung o, gidng nhv mot vach
twong im ldng.

Anh ditng phia sau co, cé diéu khong hé 6m c6. Anh cat tiéng bén tai
o, tiéng noi xuyén qua man nuwdc, tram thap lai dé nén.
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“Em gat toi phai khong...?”
Thanh Van khong noi gi.

“Luc ¢ tram dirng chan trén dwong cao toc em noéi vGi toi em chwa két
hon cling khong c6 ban trai.” — Chu Bbong Nam gio tay 1én chui nwdc trén
mat, lai n6i — “Lic ¢ ban Tam Bédo em néi vadi toi 101 em noéi déu la su that.
Co phai em da gat toi khong?”

Thanh Van bong tat nwdc di. Trong phong vé sinh phit choc da yén
tinh lai, diéu nay khién 10i n6i ké tiép ctia Thanh Van ro rang hon.

“Sau d6 thi sao?” — C6 vudt mai téc den wét nhep ra phia sau, quay
dau lai nhin Chu Bong Nam — “T6i gat anh do, anh dinh lam thé nao?”

Ca ngwoi Chu bong Nam wét dam, téc bét lai, nwdc trén mat chua kip
lau di, roi xudng tirng giot giong nhuw dang khéc. Du Thanh Van biét anh
chang hé khoc, nguoi dan 6ng nay kién cuwong hon co twéng twgng nhiéu.

Anh mét Chu Péng Nam Iwu luyén trén guwong mét 6. Tir vang tran
tron dén 16ng may den dai, r6i dén song miii cao thang va d6i méi khép kin.
Va ca d6i mat kia, doi mat nhw déng bang. Chu Péng Nam cham rai lac
dau, quay ngudi roi khéi phong vé sinh.

Hoi nwéc dan tan di, nhiét do ha xuéng tirng chiat. Thanh Van mé voi
sen lén lan nita, nhung cdm thay nwdc 4m thé nao ciing khong du.

Hom do6 dén tan khi Thanh Van roi di, hai nguwdi ho cling khong noi
thém gi nita. C6 di khoi toa nha, tuyét roi day mat dat. Bat dau nam mdi, tat
ca déu déi mébi. Co khong goi dién thoai kéu xe ma lai xe minh dén thang
san bay.

Trén duong c6 nhan vién moi tredong quét tuyét, ho mac quan ao ryc
rd sang choi, dirtng trén duong tuyét trang phau nhung cling khong cé vé
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noi bat. Thé gidi nay luon ludn ton tai trong sy hai hoa quai di.

Lic cho déen do Thanh Van cham mot diéu thudc.

[Lic & tram dirng chan trén dwong cao toc em noi véi toi em chwa két
hon cling khong co6 ban trai. Luc ¢ ban Tam Bao em néi vdi toi 10i em noi
déu la sy that. Cé phai em da gat t6i khong?]

... C6 phdi em da gat t6i khong?

Thanh Van cho ctra s6 chay xuéng mot khe hé, ngoi twa vao ghé xe,
nham chan nhu lan khéi thu6c duwgce nha ra rat dai kia.

Néu nhu tdi néi toi khong gat anh, anh c6 tin khong?
Néu nhv c6 ndi nhu vay anh sé c6 phan tng gi?

Thanh Van khong muén nghi tiép nita.
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Puong cao téc san bay khong phu sy mong doi cia quan ching da bi
ket xe. Thanh Van cau c6 nhin déng h6, may ma van con sém.

“Mung mot dau nam déu ranh dén phat sg a, yén lanh & nha khong
duwoc sao?”

C0 cam 1ay hop keo cao su trén xe, do ra hai vién cho vao miéng nhai
giét thoi gian. Dén khi c6 tdi dugc san bay da la gan mét gid sau. Thanh
Van chay mot mach di déi vé may bay, sau dé goi dién thoai cho Ly Van
Sung.

“Em dén r6i, anh & dau?”
Co vira no6i vira nhin vé may bay, di vé phia kiém an.
“Pirng di nita, anh thdy em r6i.”

Thoang choc Thanh Van dirng lai, c6 nhin dao dac, ding tai cho vong
hai vong, ba vai bi ngudi khac vo mot céi.

“Hap tap!” — Ly Van Sung phé binh.

Thanh Van nhin 6ng, thd phao mot hoi, phe phay chiéc vé may bay
quat gi6é cho minh. Lan nay di chi ¢6 c6 va Ly Van Sung. Ly Van Sung
cam mot chiéc vali vai du mau xam nhat, du la mau sac hay chat liéu vai
déu rat dé bam ban, nhung Ly Van Sung st dung lai vo cung sach s&, van
giong nhw mai.
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Anh mét Ly Van Sung ditng trén ngwdi Thanh Van, danh gia tir trén
xuong dudi mot luwot, néi: “Em vé nha thu don day ha? Thu don thanh tay
khong luén a?”

Thanh Van gio chiéc tii trong tay 1én: “Sao ma tay khong, day khong
phai c6 mot chiéc tii sao?”

“Quan 4o cling khong thay.”

Thanh Van chép chép mat, qua that 1a khéng thay. Khong chi cé do
ngoai, ngay ca do 16t cling khong thay. Khong cé cach nao, tinh hinh dac
thu can ban khong thay duogc.

Ly Van Sung nhin c6 tir trén xuéng dwdi mot cai, giong noi cé chat
bat man: “An mic nhv vay cha ra sao.”

Co liéc nhin Ly Van Sung. Ly Van Sung mac mot chiéc 4o so mi soc
xanh trang xen ké, 4o bé trong quan tay trang, bén ngoai mac mat chiéc ao
len dai mau den.

Ong giit dang rat tot, tuy khong phai kiéu da thit cing day tré tudi,
nhung véc dang ciing thudc dang cao rdo, cong thém khi chat ctia 6ng cuc
tot, an mac thoa dang, vira nhin da thdy gian di va tao nha.

Ly Van Sung nhiu may, néi tiép: “Khi sac ciling t€, rot cuoc em nghi
ngoi thé nao vay?”

Thanh Van khéng mu6n néi nhiéu, c6 quay nguoi, khé gat tay Ly Van
Sung ra: “Bi, qua kiém an trudc da.”

Pén tan lic dén cho kiém an, Thanh Van md&i nghiém ttic nhin vé may
bay ctia minh, tit Bac Kinh bay dén Nagoya. C6 tinh tht thdi gian, c6 1€ 1a
bdy tdm gio tdi dén noi. Hai ngwdi ngoi trong phong chd mday bay, Thanh
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Van noi vdi Ly Van Sung: “Anh nghi ngoi mot lat trude di, em di ra ngoai
mot chat.”

Ly Van Sung dat vali bén canh chén, chi vao ghé salon: “Ngoi xuéng
di.”

“Em di mua do an.”
Ly Van Sung nhin c6: “Ngay cd com em ciling chwa an a?”

“U, day tré.” — Thanh Van méc vi tién dinh di ra ngoai bi Ly Van
Sung kéo tay lai.

“Ngo6i xubng di.”
“Poi sap chét roi!”

Ly Van Sung kéo chiéc ghé salon dén cho c6. Phong cho dugc trai
thdm= va bay tri ghé salon la mau do6 ryc rd, Thanh Van dat méng ngoi
xuong, Ly Van Sung chéng tay ditng lén.

“Em trong do dac, anh di mua.”
Thanh Van nhin 6ng: “Em di la dugc r6i.”

Ly Van Sung liéc nhin c6 n6i: “Em soi guwong nhin cdp mat tham
quang cua em xem! Ng6i nghi ngoi di.”

Ly Van Sung di ra ngoai, Thanh Van goi véi theo sau ong: “Mua cho
em Hamburger va khoai tay chiéen.”

Muoi lam phit sau, Ly Van Sung cam lay mot tdi banh bao chay trd
lai.

(13 »
cee
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Ly Van Sung khong nhin Thanh Van nhiu chat may, ngo6i doi dién co
néi: “It &n may thye pham rac rudi kia di. Em &n d& moén nay truéc, ti dén
noi roi an dang hoang sau.”

BoOn gio ding, may bay cdt canh. Thanh Van vira 1én may bay da ngu
mat. Hai ngay nay c6 qua mét moi, long mét, co thé mét, dau 6c cling méi
mét. Vi lai c6 cling khong ro rot cude la cho nao mét hon.

Gitta chitng Thanh Van cé tinh day mét lan, Ly Van Sung dang xem
bao bén canh. C6 chang kip n6i mot cdu da mo mo mang mang ngu tiép.

Bdy gi0 muwoi phit, mdy bay da dén Nagoya. Vira ra khéi san bay
Thanh Van lién khong nhin dwgc co rut ngudi lai.

Ly Van Sung nhin c6: “Sao vay?”
Thanh Van néi mot chit: “Am.”

Ly Van Sung cuwoi. Pay khong phai 1a lan dau tién Thanh Van dén
Nhat, 1an nao c¢6 cling c6 cdm nhan nhw vay. C6 von la ngwdi sinh truéng
tai vung dat lién phwong Bac Trung Quoc, qua that khong thé thich ng
duwgc vai loai khong khi am thap nay ctia Nhat Ban. Ngoai san bay Nagoya
v0 cung trong trai, gié rat 16n, do am trong gié cling kha cao. Thanh Van di
khong bao xa lién s0 tay, mu ban tay déu dinh dinh.

“MGt lat nita la 6n thoi.” — Ly Van Sung n6i — “Vung nay do am hoi
ndng, di vao khu vyc thanh phé 1a thich ¢ng ngay ma.”

Trén duwong dén khach san, Ly Van Sung nhan vai cudc dién thoai,
ong déu noi chuyén bang tiéng Nhat. Dat dién thoai xuong, Ly Van Sung
no6i vi Thanh Van: “Hom nay tré qua roi, anh bao ban dirng dén, ngay mai
tu hop sau.”
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“Sao cling dwgc.” — Thanh Van néi — “Du sao may nguwdi Nhat Ban
kia em chang nhan ra ai ca.”

Ly Van Sung cuoi: “Tong cong da gap hai ba ngudi, em lai chang nhé
dugc nguoi nao a?”

Luc con tré Ly Van Sung du hoc tai Nhat, c6 vai nguoi ban than, ldc
ranh roi thwong tham viéng lan nhau. Ly Van Sung dwa c6 dén day da ba
lan, Thanh Van chi c6 thé mién cwvdng nhé ky tén mot nguwdi la Matsubara
(Tung Nguyén). Bé&i vi tén cia Ong ta giong v6i tén mot thanh pho gan qué
co.

DPén khach san da dat tr trvde, Ly Van Sung lay thé phong & quay lé
tan. Phong la loai phong cao cap, tong cong co6 hai gian phong ngu, trong
d6é c6 mot gian 16n hon.

Ly Van Sung dat vali ngoai phong, hoi Thanh Van: “C6é mét khong?
Co6 muon ra ngoai an gi khong?”

Thanh Van ngoi xudng ghé: “Em khong di dau, goi dién thoai mang
1én di.”

“Ciing dugc.”

Trong Iic Ly Van Sung goi dién thoai, Thanh Van dén nha vé sinh rira
mat rra tay. Tuy la phong cao cdp nhung dién tich ciing khong 16n, phong
vé sinh nay con khong rong bang phong vé sinh nha Ly Van Sung. Cé diéu
tuy nho nhung day da tién nghi, kiéu phong vé sinh gan nhu 1a ndi lién mot
khoi, khong nhiém mot hat bui. Ly Van Sung tirng ndi véi Thanh Van,
Nhat Ban tac dat tdc vang, thit gi cling nho, khé dwgc rong rai nhuwng rat cé
chiéu sau.

Ly Van Sung goi hai phan an ¢ nha hang cua khach san, Thanh Van
khong déi lam, Ly Van Sung cling quen an t6i it, két qua hai phan thic an
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von da it éi lai con duw hon phan nira.

“Em ngu phong trong di.” — Sau khi com nwéc xong, Ly Van Sung noi
vOi Thanh Van.
Thanh Van thdy 6ng khong thay quan do ben hoéi: “Anh dinh di ra

ngoai a?”

“U, anh di ra ngoai mot chuyén, mot lat sé vé, em mét moi thi nghi
ngoi trude di.”

Thanh Van gat dau: “Em ngu trude day. O ding roi, ngdy mai c6 thé
ngu nuoéng khong?”

“Di nhién khéng dugc.” — Ly Van Sung dau méi — “Sang s6m mai sé
c6 nguoi dén don.”

Thanh Van nhin vai di vao phong. C6 nghi dén tinh trang sttc khoe
ctia minh, cdm thay day s6m di nhién la diéu khéng twéng, dén da tat hét
md&i cam lay dién thoai di dong trén dau giwvong dinh dat dong ho bao thiic.

Pong ho béo thic...

Tay Thanh Van dat trén man hinh dién thoai, trong mong lung khong
biét dang suy nghi diéu gi. Mot hoi lau co6 dat dién thoai di dong sang mot
bén, trd minh nam sang bén kia giwong.

Trong bong t6i c6 mot doi tay dang ve vudt c6. Co, xuwong quai xanh,
nguc... Han khé 1én xuéng mon trén lan da c6, khién ca nguwdi co6 nong ran.

Han liém nguc co, nu hoa bi han cham phdi trong nhdy mat ditng
thang 1én. Han nhu mot diva bé vui mat vao giita nguc cd, cat tiéng rén ri.
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Hoi thé c6 cang lic cang don dap. Pau han tr tv di chuyén xuéng phia
dwéi, théd hon hén gitta canh hoa c6. Han mé hai chan c6 ra, dau lwdi linh
hoat liém t6 hoa, mat ngot chay ra...

Lén trén, 1én trén mot chut nita. ..

Duwong nhw han nghe duwgc 16i ctia o, dau luwdi tir tir ré 1én trén, mat
vao dinh nhuy hoa...

Thanh Van hit sdu vao, choang mé& mat. Téi den nhw muc, yén lang
nhu t@, tim Thanh Van van dang dap don dap, cho du trwdc mat khong cé
gi cd, anh mat co6 van m@ 16n nhw cd.

Co trd minh, ldy di dong dén. Trong nhdy mat man hinh sang lén,
Thanh Van khéng kim dwgc nheo mat lai. Co nhin thoi gian dang hién trén
do... Ba gio, lai la ba gio.

Trong phong rat yén tinh, Ly Van Sung dang ngt say bén phong
ngoai. Thanh Van cam thdy miéng hoi kho. Co nhom ddy, dva tay dén den
dau giwong, suy nghi mot chut lai khong mdé, lan mo trong bong t6i 1ay
binh nwéc & dau giwong dén.

Uong nuwdc xong, c6 cham mot diéu thudc, lang lang ngoi twa vao dau
givong. La ai? Co ho hitng nhd lai gwong madt trong mong kia.

La ai... Pen nhw vay con c6 thé 1a ai nita.

“Khon kiép!”

Trong dém khuya Thanh Van mang mot cau.

Két qua la khong ngu lai dugc. Lic hon sau gio, Thanh Van mdi thiép

di dugc mot hoi, bdy gid rwdi dong ho bao thic lai vang 1én. Co tat dong
h6, cdm giac ro rang gan day minh c6 khuynh hwéng suy nhwgc tinh than.
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Ly Van Sung da stta soan thoa dang truéc co. Thanh Van ra mat
xong di ra khéi phong da nhin thdy may b6 quan do duwgc bay trén givong
ong.

Co khong nghi ngoi t6t, dau 6c cling cham lut hon ngay thwong, nhin
hé6i lau méi héi Ly Van Sung: “Pay la gi?”

Ly Van Sung no6i: “Anh mua tdi qua, thay thit mot bo xem.”

Ong dat vali sang bén canh: “Chon mot b di, s6 con lai bo vao vali

anh.” — Thdy Thanh Van van bat dong lai n6i — “Em dirng ché anh mat anh
kém, ct tht trede di, néu khong thich that thi dén Tokyo lai mua bo khac.”

Ong hiéu Iam sy im ling ctia c6 1a khong hai long, that ra thi chi 1a 6
thi€éu nga nén phan tng cham chap ma thoi.

“Madc bo ctia em c6 dugce khong?”

“Néu em mac mot bd do dang hoang thi anh ciing dau can budi toi
phai di ra ngoai mua.”

Thanh Van nhtn vai, tién tay cam mot bd vao phong. Vira budc vao
da thay chiéc do khodac khi nay c6 chuan bi mac dang nam trén giwong. Co
doi mat di, bat dau thay quan ao.

Ly Van Sung no6i chuyén khiém t6n, gi ma ché anh mat kém, that ra
thi 6ng da rat dé tam. Chac han lic 6ng mua may bd quan 4o nay tham chi
da nghi dén phoi v6i mau giay nita kia.

Mot bo do nit den trang, co 4o 16ng thd, don gidn nhung lai khong mat
di vé tinh té, méc mac lai kho che duwgc vé tao nha. Néu co im lang khong
néi nguwgc lai sé c6 vai phan rut ré cua phu nit Nhat Ban.
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Thanh Van ding tredc guwong mot hoi, thd dai, xda mai téc duge cot
tam xuong, vo nhe vai cai, roi chai lai lan nita. Co bat dau stra sang lai mai
toc bi chia, ti mi chai cho n6 nam xu6ng.

M@ tdi ra, bén trong chi c6 my pham don gian. Thanh Van thoa phan,
vé long may va to them mot 16p son. Soi guwong lai, co khé nhuwéng may
nhin minh trong gwong. Nguwdi phu nit trong gwong c6 mot khudn mat trang
muobt, 4o den toc den, may den mat den, con cé6 mot doi moi do nhéch 1én
mang cam giadc cdm duc vo hinh.

Nhw vay rat théa dang, con ai dam ndéi anh mat Ly Van Sung kém chi.

Co6 md& cia ra khéi phong, trong khodnh khac Ly Van Sung thay c6,
anh mat 6ng thay doi, giong nhu titc thoi téa ra anh hao quang. Cé diéu 6ng
la nguwdi rat than trong, cho du la tram tro trwdc vé dep cling chi la mot cai
chép mat.

Thanh Van di dén: “Sao ha?”

Ong cudi néi véi Thanh Van: “Pep dén mitc nay anh ciing khong biét
phai noi gi.”

Thanh Van a mot tiéng: “Nguwoi dep vi lua, 1da tot vi phan.”

Co6 v0 vO 0 o 16ng tha: “Péu la nho hang cao cap cda anh ton 1én.”

Ly Van Sung cuwdi nhat, anh mat ro rang khong dong y véGi 16i néi cua
cd, nhung lai khong néi gi nita. Ong gio tay 1én, Thanh Van liéc nhin. Ngay

ca bao tay ciling la cing mot bo, c6 nhan lay doi bao tay mau den vién 10ng
thu kia mang vao.

“Di thoi!” — Ly Van Sung noi.
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Ngoai ctta dau mot chiéc xe, ngwoi dan 6ng tén Matsubara ma c6 mién
cwong c6 thé nhd duge dang ngoi & vi tri ghé 1ai phu. Nhin thdy Ly Van
Sung, 6ng ta lién xuong xe chao hai.

Hai nguoi bat tay tro chuyén. Dang vé Matsubara ciing gan nam muoi
tudi, ong ta khong cao bang Thanh Van, lai tréng gdy nhom, mac mot bé dé
vest mua dong, mai toc lwa thwa chdi rat chinh té.

Ong ta mang theo vé tu chu dic trung cta dan 6ng Nhat Ban, trong su
quy cu lai 16 ra mot tia tham tram. Tuy twéng mao xau xi nhung 16i noi,
hanh dong cua ong ta cling khong khé coi, ong ta khong giong vdi tang 16p
lao dong.

Sau khi Matsubara tro chuyén véi Ly Van Sung xong, lai quay dau
chdo Thanh Van. Ong ta khong biét néi tiéng Trung, chi goi mot tiéng co
Thanh tric trac, sau do tr tir gio mot ngén cai 1én vai co.

Thanh Van gat dau véi ong ta: “Cam on!”

Matsubara khen c6 xong, lai quay dau dwva mot anh mat day tham y
cua mot nguwoi dan ong tung trdi voi Ly Van Sung. Ly Van Sung xua xua
tay, cudi vo vai ong ta, hai ngwoi cung nhau di ra ngoai.
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Tai x€ tudi tac kha 16n. Moi trwong Nhat Béan rat tot, phuc 1gi cling
cao, tudi tho con nguwoi cling dai, diéu nay khién cho xa hoi bi lao hoéa
nghiém trong, rat nhiéu cong viéc déu la ngwoi trung nién va lao nién lam.

Su6t quang duong Matsubara va Ly Van Sung tro chuyén khong ngdt,
Thanh Van ng6i hang ghé sau ma buén ngu. Co hoan toan chang hiéu hai
nguwoi ho dang néi gi, cong thém may ngay qua thiéu nga, xe vira chay
duwoc mot luc da khong nhin duoc ga gat.

Tay khé bi kéo, Thanh Van tinh tdo tinh than nhin vé phia Ly Van
Sung.

‘(Hé?)’
Ly Van Sung nho giong: “Mét ha?”
Thanh Van gat dau: “Hoi hoi.”

Ly Van Sung ha lung ghé xuéng mot chiat: “Vay thi ngd mot 1at di.
Chut nita dén noi anh sé goi em day.”

Sau khi Thanh Van nam xudéng, Ly Van Sung va Matsubara khong tro
chuyén nita. C6 cam giac minh ngt khong dwgc bao lau, lic mé mat ra thi
da dén Kyoto.

Thanh Van biét, day la noi trwéc kia Ly Van Sung di hoc, cling la
thanh phd 6ng thich nhat & Nhat Ban. C6 chang hé biét gi vé Nhat Ban,
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chut khai niém it éi cling déu tir Ly Van Sung ma ra. Lan dau tién 6ng dan
co dén Nhat la sdu nam trudc, khi d6 6ng duwa c6 di mot vong nwdc Nhat,
Thanh Van thich Tokyo, cam thdy noi d6 ndo nhiét nhat va choi da nhat. Ly
Van Sung chi cuwdi cudi néi cho c6 biét: “Kyoto mdi la tinh tiy ctua Nhat.”

Ly Van Sung c6 mot can nha & Kyoto, khong phdi la dang nha lau
hién dai ma la loai nha truyén thong kiéu Nhat. Xe 1ai thang dén d6. Thanh
Van khong biét thwong ngay Ly Van Sung cho ai dén day don dep ma moi
lan dén déu thay khong cé 1ay mét hat bui.

Ctra kéo la mau nau dé gi sét truyén thong, vao ctra la cé thé thay ngay
day la mot can nha kiéu Nhat dién hinh. Can nha g6 théng sudt nhé cao
trén madt dat, gian phong ngan cach bang ctta kéo.

Trong nha rat am ap, ho di vao gian phong c6 mét chiéc giwdng tatami
rong rai. Bon vach twong trong phong dwoc vé tranh thiy madc, chinh giira
phong 1a mot chiéc ban thap. Giita ban dat mot binh hoa bang men Mai T
Thanh (1), trong d6 cdm mot nhanh hoa, trén nhanh hoa la hai nu hoa mau
trang nhat doi xitng nhau.

(1) Loai men st Mai Tt Thanh c6 tir thoi ky Nam Toéng, con lai trén
doi cuc it.

Sap dén trwa, anh sang am ap chiéu xuyén qua ctra 14 sach bang go soi
vao trong nha. Cau tao ca can phong cuc ky don gian nhung vo cung tinh
xdo. Tinh xdo dén mitc khién nguwdi ta ndy sinh mét cdm gidc nhw bi giam
cam khong thé hinh dung.

Ly Van Sung va Matsubara ngo6i quy trén tatami, Thanh Van tham tha
long bap chan, Iic dinh ng6i xuéng thi Ly Van Sung vo vo tay co.

“Em ng6i binh thwong duwgc réi, ngoi nhw vay em khong chiu dugc

»

dau.
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No6i xong, 6ng quay dau néi mot cau véi Matsubara, Thanh Van nhin
bon ho. Sau khi Ly Van Sung n6i xong, Matsubara dwa tay vé phia Thanh
Van.

Ly Van Sung noi: “Ng6i di, ty nhién la dugc.”

Sau khi ngo6i xuong, Ly Van Sung lai tro chuyén v6i Matsubara, vé
mat hai nguwdi thodi mai, thinh thodng no6i dén cha dé thu vi lién ciing nhau
bat cudi.

MGt lat sau, Thanh Van nghe thdy ngoai phong cé tiéng vang. Hai
nguoi bén canh ngung noi chuyén nhin ra cra. Ctra kéo ra, hai co gai an
mac 1ong lay buéc vao.

Pay khong phdi lan dau tién Thanh Van nhin thdy Geisha, lan truéc
cach day da gan mot nam r6i. Hai Geisha tuy voc dang thap nhung than thé
thwdt tha, mat boi trang béch, dwgc hai ngwoi dan ong che du ho tong di
vao. Sau khi di vao, ho vai chao nguoi trong phong, r6i nguwdi hd tong roi
di. Bén ngoai lai c6 nguwdi bung dén tra cy, hai Geisha im lang ngoi quy bat
dau biéu dién tra dao.

Matsubara va Ly Van Sung lai tiép tuc tro chuyén. Bén trai la hai
nguwoi dang tan gau, bén phai la geisha dang pha tra. Bén nao cling déu
nham chan nhv nhau.

Geisha pha tra xong lién dang tra cho Matsubara va Ly Van Sung
trwdc. V&i khodng cach nita canh tay, Thanh Van ngwi thay mui thom dac
biét trén nguwdi hai c6. Geisha dang tra cho Ly Van Sung ngobi quay lung vé
phia c6, Thanh Van nhin thiy ca phan gay cling dwgc boi trang béch.

Loi phuc sttc ctia Geisha dwgc bién doi qua nhiéu nam, nhung da dinh
hinh, vi tri ¢6 va sau lung ludn 10 ra mot khoang 16n. Ly Van Sung tirng
gidi thich v&i co, béi vi thong thuwdng nhitng nguwdi dan 6ng cam thay lung
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cta phu nit 1a noi hap dan nén geisha sé danh phan trang noi dé, hon nita
con dé 10 ra.

Thanh Van chép mat, nhin geisha dang tra cho minh. C6 ta cui dau,
trén mat chang c6 vé gi, tay c6 ta bung chung tra rat 6n dinh, méi mét dong
tac déu nhw da trai qua tram nghin t6i luyén, chang c6 mdy may sai lam.

Sau khi dang tra xong, geisha ngo6i quy bén canh khéng nhic nhich,
giong nhv la hai twgng nguwdi bang gom. Hai geisha nay khac so vé6i hai
ngwoi lan trede c6 da thdy. Lan trwedc la budi toi, geisha dén biéu dién
khong phai la tra dao ma la ca mta. C6 van nhé canh tuwgng lan truwde. Ho
mac bo kimono redm ra mau trang that day, do trang sttc tinh xdo, né twong
phan véi man dém den lanh 1€o. Lic khiéu vii cdc c6 déu cuwdi, nhung nu
cwoi lai khac véi nguoi thwong, giong nhu ho dang song trong thé gidi cta
riéng minh vay.

Ly Van Sung tro chuyén v&i Matsubara that lau, gitta ching
Matsubara ditng day di vé sinh, Ly Van Sung quay dau néi véi Thanh Van:
“Chut ntta anh dan em di tham mot ngwoi.”

“Ai?”

“Chut nita em sé biét.”

“Hai nguwdi con mudn tro chuyén bao 1au?”

“Sao vay?”

“Em ra ngoai cho duvgc khong?”

Ly Van Sung noi: “Tai sao lai phai ra ngoai? Bén ngoai rat lanh day.”
“Khong sao, em mac nhiéu ma.”

“Ngdi khong yén a?”
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“Chan té ca roi.”

Ly Van Sung néi: “Em xem hai ¢6 kia di, hai ¢6 ay quy lau nhw vay
cling khéng sao. Em ngoi thodi mai nhu thé con néi té chan.”

“Hai 6 dy da luyén tap bao lau r6i chit!” — Thanh Van dirng 1én, thira
dip nguwoi dan 6ng Nhat Ban kia chwa quay lai, co lam vai dong tac ding
1én ngo6i xudng tai chd roi kéo o lai néi véi Ly Van Sung — “Em di ra
ngoai, hai nguwdi néi chuyén xong roéi thi goi em.”

“Dung di xa qua.”
“Khong xa dau, em di hut diéu thudc thoi.”

Thanh Van di ra khéi nha, quay dau lai mét 1an, hai geisha kia van con
ng6i do khong nhic nhich. Lan dau tién Thanh Van nhin thdy hinh anh nay,
c6 hoai nghi chang 1é may c6 kia da luyén duwgc dén mitc ngay ca mat cling
khong can chdép u?

Co ¢ trong san htit lién tiép ba diéu thudc, cudi cung tinh than mdi tinh
tdo mot chut. Thanh Van khong roi khéi san, vi du ¢6 c6 mudn ciing khong
c6 sttc dé di. Mot lat sau Ly Van Sung di ra goi Thanh Van.

“An com théi, d6i bung chuwa?”

Geisha da roi di, ba ngudi ho di dén gian phong khac, trén ban da bay
thitc an san. Mén an tinh xdo, phan lwgng rat it. C6 diéu it hay khong
khong quan trong, bdi vi bay gio Thanh Van ciling chang c6 khau vi gi.

An com xong, cudi cling ho ra khéi nha. Ngbi vao xe, Ly Van Stng
noi nho v6i Thanh Van: “Chut nita phai di tham chinh la mot nguwoi phu nit
khong tam thuong.”
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Matsubara ng6i ghé trudc, chi dan tai xé lai xe dén mot con dudng
nho.

Thanh Van héi Ly Van Sung: “Cé y gi?”

Ly Van Sung cuwdi ndi: “M6i vira roi khong phdi em hoi anh sé phai
gap nguwoi nhu thé nao sao? Anh cho em biét, d6 la mot nguwdi phu ni
khong tam thvong dau.”

“Khong tam thvong nhu thé nao?”

Ly Van Sung khong tra 10i, hoi nguwgc lai Thanh Van: “Em thay hai
nguoi geisha khi ndy ra sao?”

“Ra sao cai gi?”
“Céam giac.”

Thanh Van héi twéng lai mot chat: “Chac la da dwgc huan luyén rat
lau.”

Ly Van Sung xua xua tay, ho hitng noi: “Kém xa.”

Thanh Van im lang, Ly Van Sung lai n6i tiép: “Hién tai nghé geisha
ctia Nhat Ban da dan dan bi thwong nghiép héa, rat nhiéu ngwoi hoc nghé
m&i chi hai ba nam da bat dau di ra ngoai biéu dién.”

“Nguoi ta vi pha tra cho anh phai luyén ba nam, anh con muén sao
nra?”

Ly Van Sung cudi khay mot tiéng, nhin vé phia Thanh Van, tiéng noi
tram thap: “Hoc bé ngoai thi dé, hoc bén trong md&i khé. Trén ngudi cac co
ay déu thiéu hvong vi.”

“Anh mu6n huong vi thé nao?”
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Ly Van Sung nhin vé phia tredc néi: “Chat nita anh dan em di gap
nguoi phu nita kia, em thdy duwgc sé hiéu ngay thoi.”

Thanh Van khong ndi thém gi nita.

Xe dau tai mot con dwong nho vang vé, Thanh Van xuong xe, thidy con
dwong trai da xanh kéo dai dén mot can nha vieon nho. Bén canh nha trong
du loai cay, tirng géc dugc cat tia ngay ngan.

Thanh Van di bén canh Ly Van Sung, Matsubara di truGc go ctta. M&
ctra ra la mot ba 1o, nhin tu6i it nhat da hon tdm muoi. Chi thoang choc
Thanh Van da hiéu ba 1do nay chinh la ngwoi phu nit ma Ly Van Sung noéi
déen.

Khuon mat ba cé nép nhan, mac bo kimono truyén thong Nhat Ban,
toc van thanh mot bii nho & sau 6t. Ba cudi véi khach ding ngoai ctra.
Thanh Van nhin ba né nu cwdi bong nhién cam giac dwgc maot khong khi bi
hiém.

Ba vai chao ba nguwoi khach, Matsubara néi vdi ba vai cau, ba don ho
vao nha. Nha ba khong 16n nhv nha Ly Van Sung, nhung dugc thu don vo
cung sach sé. Ba dan ho vao nha, ng6i trén tatami pha tra cho ho.

Pong tac rat thuan thuc, Thanh Van nhé dén hai c6 gai geisha tré tuoi
vira roi. Bong tac ctia ba thanh thao hon hai c6 gai kia, du la lic gio tay hay
nhac chan déu gan nhw dat dwgc canh gigi linh hon giao hoa.

Nhin titng hanh dong cua ba 1do nay, Thanh Van dwong nhw da hiéu
dwgc huwong vi ma Ly Van Sung néi la gi r6i. C6 nheo mat lai, thita dip
Matsubara va ba lao geisha kia tro chuyén v&i nhau lién ditng day roi khoi
phong.

Ly Van Sung di theo c0 ra ngoai.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Sao khong chao hoi gi cd vay? Nguwoi Nhat Ban rat cha y diéu nay,
dau phai em khong biét.”

Thanh Van cham mét diéu thudc, chang hé n6i mot cau.
Ly Van Sung & bén canh c0 noi: “Ba ten la Masako.”
Thanh Van théi mot hoi, khéi thuéc nhanh chéng tan di.

“Geisha hanh nghé cé mot quy dinh bat thanh van. Trong ltic hanh
nghé, geisha khong dugc yéu dwong két hon, bdi vi mudn gitt sw thuan
khiét cho nghé nay. Cho nén phan 16n geisha muwdi may tudi mdi ra nghé,
nhung chi hai mwoi may tudi da bé.”

Ho ding trong dinh vién, troi hoi am u, &nh nang yéu 6t chiéu xuyén
qua rung cay, soi len dinh vién mot mau xanh xam.

“Thoi gian ngan ngui nhw vay thi ¢6 boi dudng dugc cling chi 1a mot
tang rat mong, may co gai kia khong thé nao biét dugce ndi ham that sy cua
nghé nay.” — Ly Van Sung than nhién néi — “Nhuwng ma Masako thi khéc,
ba dang hién cd doi cho nghé geisha, cho du la I6n tudi, nhwng khi co
khach ba ciing khong ttr ch6i. Anh con nhé lan dau tién nhin thdy ba, khi do
anh méi muwdi may tudi, dang hoc trung hoc, ba da gan nam muoi tudi roi.
Lic ay anh vira nhin thay ba da bi cu6n hat, cho nén anh da bao Matsubara
am tham gidap do ba.”

Anh mét Thanh Van ho hitng nhin vé phia trwéc, im ling nghe Ly Van
Sung noi.

“Geisha khac vai gai diém, ho ban nghé chit khong ban than, Masako
ca doi khong két hon, khong c6 ban trai, nhung ba van dep nhu xwa. D6 1a
mot vé quyén rii lang dong, mot vé dep chan chinh cua phu nit.”
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Lic Ly Van Sung miéu td Masako, vé mat bat gidc mang theo mot vé
sung kinh va quy mén. Thanh Van liéc nhin bong cudi 1én. Ly Van Sung
quay dau lai. Thanh Van gat gat tan thuéc xuéng nén dat sach sé. Ly Van
Sung nhin thay cling khéng ngan co lai, sy chi y cia 6ng twa nhu déu dat
hét vao 10i n6i ké tiép ctia Thanh Van.

“Pung vay do.” — Thanh Van cudi n6i — “That sy ba ay cwoi 1én rat

2

dep.
Ly Van Sung nhin c6, 6ng biét co6 van chwa néi hét.

“Co6 diéu day khong phdi la quyén rii.” — Trong phtt chéc, Thanh Van
va Ly Van Sung nhin thang vao nhau, c6 nheo mat lai, noi ti'ng cau tirng
chit — “Ma phai goi la ma mi.”

Vé mat Ly Van Sung lanh tanh.

“Néu qud that chi ban nghé thi can gi mé& c6 do rong nhw vay?” —
Thanh Van khé nghiéng dau — “Geisha (2), Geisha, n6i cho cung khong
phai déu c6 mét chiv “K§” hay sao. C6 1é diém dac biét duy nhat la anh da
néi — Nguwoi Nhat Ban thich 1am ra do dén mirc do tuyét doi thoi.”

(2) Geisha tiéng Trung la nghé ky. Thanh Van nhan manh chit “ky” &
day véi tham y la “nghé ky” (Geisha) va “ky ni¥” (gai diém) déu la gai ca.

Co hit xong ném tan thudc xudng dat, giam tat no.
“Em biét hwong vi anh n6i trén ngudi ba ay 1a gi r6i.”

Thanh Van nhin 6ng, d6i mat den lay nhu nhin tan vao noi sau nhat
trong tdm hon ong. Ly Van Sung khong nhic nhich. Nguwoi Thanh Van
bong nhich lén trudc, ké sat vao ong.
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Co ghé vao tai 6ng khé noi: “Anh c6 biét lic con ngwoi dong duc cling
sé co mui hvong khong?”

Gi6 thoéi qua nhwng trong viedn van im ang yén tinh nhwv cii. Ly Van
Sung ngam chdt moi.

“Em noéi cho anh biét 1a c6, nhat la phu nit. C6 diéu dén khi duc vong
duwgc théa man thi sé mui hwong sé bién mat.” — Thanh Van mim méi nhw
dang cuwoi — “Nhung Masako cua anh thi khac, anh quay dau nhin bén kia
di...”

Ly Van Sung tr tir nhin sang, khi ndy di ra ctta van chwa déng, trong
nha Matsubara va Masako vira n6i vira cuoi. Thanh Van nhuw dang giai
thich cho ong nghe mot canh phim, khé noi:

“Anh xem can phong d6 cé phdi rat ngay ngan hay khong? Boén
phuwong tdm hwéng nhin giong nhu chiéc quan tai dong kin vay.” — Co ghé
vao 16 tai 6ng néi khé — “Toan bd ham mudn ca doi nay va hwong vi cua
Masako déu bi nhét trong chiéc quan tai kia khong tan di dugc. Khi cac
nguoi t¢i, cdm thay hvong thom day phong, lién hut di mét chat gitp ba ay.
Nhung sau khi cac nguwdi roi khoi thi ba dy sé téa ra cang nhiéu mui hon
ntta.”

Céach dé khong xa, dwong nhw Masako nhan thay dwogc gi do, ba quay
dau. Lic nhin thdy Ly Van Sung, ba thoang nhuwdng 16ng may den sam lén.
Ba biét hom nay c6 khach quy dén, nén da dac biét trang diém. Trén guong
madt gia nua toa ra nu cuoi khao khat.

Thanh Van thang nguwoi 1én néi: “Cho cac ngudi di hét, ban than ba ay
con phai @ trong chiéc quan tai nay dgi chd, ba ay dgi ca doi, dén tan khi bi
mui vi nay hun chét twoi méi thoi.”

Ly Van Sung quay dau lai, quac mat nhin Thanh Van.
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“Em phai biét ton trong nguwdi khac!” — Tiéng néi Ly Van Sung tram
thap, tham chi l1a 4c nghiét — “Em con dam noi bay ba thi xem!”

Thanh Van diém nhién néi ti€p: “Yéu cau cta moi nguwdi khac nhau,
ba &y mu6n song nhuw vay la chuyén cua ba ay, ding la nguwdi ngoai khong
O tu cach noi gi dugc.”

Trén gwong mat Ly Van Sung hoi do, 6ng cham rai lac dau, that vong
néi: “Thanh Van, em thua xa ba dy. Bay gid ngay cd mdt phan van cuia ba
ay em ciing khong bang.”

Thanh Van nghe 16i 6ng néi, dong y khé gat dau.
“Em von chang co6 tai nghé gi, dau phai la anh khong biét.”

Matsubara ¢ phia xa goi Ly Van Sung, Ly Van Sung quay dau lai dap
mot tiéng. Luc quay lai, ong néi véi Thanh Van: “Em diéng & day ty kiém
diém k¥ lai nhitng 10i n6i vo liém si kia cho anh.”

Thanh Van nhin 6ng quay tré vé phong, c6 quay dau lai méc ra mot
diéu thu6c nita. C6 nghi, nhitng 10i no6i kia vo liém si sao? Di nhién la
khong.

Trong lan khoi xam trang, Thanh Van cam giac dau minh dau hon. C6
doi khi co that mudn noéi chuyén rd rang vGi Ly Van Sung, nhung co biét
can ban khong thé noi dugc.

Mudi hai nam r6i, 6ng gidng nhw mét birc twong dong vach sat, hoan
toan khong thé néi dugc.
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Thanh Van biét Ly Van Sung n6i gian. Chuyén nay c6 thé nhin ra
dwgc ti viéc sau khi dén Tokyo, Ly Van Sung khong dé y, c@ mac cho co
di choi dén nita dém. T sau cudc ndi chuyén trong dinh vién kia, duwong
nhw ho roi vao mot cuc dién bé tac. Khong phai la chién tranh lanh, chi la
cuc dién bé tac théi. Ho van di chung v&i nhau nhw binh thwong, nhung c6
mot sO viéc ngdm ngam lam thé nao cling thay khong thuan lgi, suon sé.

Ly Van Sung & Tokyo hai ngay, Thanh Van va ong hoan toan tach biét
nhau. Thinh thodng c6 cdm thdy nhuw vay kha t6t, it ra khong can phai di
theo 6ng gdp mat may lao gia kia.

Tokyo ciing 1a thanh pho khong c6 dém, ban dém n6 khong diém dua
nhu & Kyoto ma thém phan hon loan mé hodac.

Uu diém khac ngoai chuyén khéng can di tu hop v6i Ly Van Sung
chinh 1a Thanh Van c6 thé nga bu. Ngay hom sau dén Tokyo, xé chiéu Ly
Van Sung ra ngoai, con Thanh Van ngu mot giac dén tan tdm gio toéi mai
tinh lai. Ly Van Sung con chwa tré vé, c6 thay hoi doi, ding ldc tinh than
day du lién thay do di ra ngoai.

Ly Van Sung chon khéach san tai Shinjuku, la khu thwong mai no6i
tiéng nhat Tokyo. Troi vira toi la dén dém ryc rd, nguwdi di day trén pho.
Thanh Van di ngang qua mot ctra hang tién 1gi, c6 vao bén trong mua mot 6
banh mi.
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CO vira an banh mi vira di dao, v6 tinh di dén mdt con dwong danh
riéng cho ngudi di bo. C6 ngwdc mat nhin thdy mot bién hiéu 16n & dau
dwong. Dén Nhat Ban choi ¢6 mot wu diém la du khéng biét tiéng Nhat
cling khong dén noi mu dwdng, rat nhiéu cau déu co6 thé doan dugc mang
mang. Day la con duwong Kabukicho.

« A )
A...

Ky @c Thanh Van lai hién ra lan nita. Co6 da dén noi nay roi. Thanh
Van nhé dén gi dé, khée mo6i nhoén cuwdi. Co viit goi banh mi da an xong,
di sau vao con duwong.

O mot noi chd ¥ vé sinh nhw Nhat Ban, con dwong ndy dwoc xem la
do ban. Nhung nguoi dén day ciing khong hé chi y nhiéu dén rac rudi dudi
chan, dwong nhu chinh vi nhitng thit rac rwdi nay méi khién cho con dwong
tr@ nén nhu vay.

Trén duwong phan 16n la nam nit thanh nién, an mac tan thoi, hai bén
da kiéu quan bar va cau lac b6 phong tinh. Nhan vién trong quan ditng
trwdc ctta chao moi khach.

Pau dau cling thdy dwgc nam nam nit ni¥ an mdc nghiém chinh ditng
trén dwong. Bon ho khong di chuyén, nhung anh mat thi liéc nhin nguoi di
dwong qua lai, gap dwgc nguwdi khach cam thdy c6 thé 16i kéo dwgc mdi
buéc dén chao hoi.

Anh dén ctra hiéu trén duwong déu rat chéi mét, da phan déu chon mau
noi bat. Néu nhv gap phai mot ctra hang nhw vay & con dwong khac, co 1é
sé cam thay rat mat dang cap, nhung & day thi khac. Tt cd quan ¢ day déu
nhw vy, trong cdanh mudn mau ryc rd lai tao nén mot kiéu hai hoa ky la,
giong nhu 1t quy nhdy mua dwéi bau troi dém toi tam.

Thanh Van di mot héi méi ditng chan dwdi mot tam bang 16n. Do la
mot tdm bang treo rat cao, anh dén mau trang, trén do6 cé hai day hinh gom
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hai muoi nguoi dan ong.

Tam bang rat 16n, xem ra lam t6n khong it cong sitc. Bén duwdi moi
tam anh chan dung dan 6ng déu viét may hang chi¥, dwong nhu la gidi
thiéu. Trén cung tdm bang c6 mot hang chit danh mday, Thanh Van nhan ra
dwgc phan sau, la bang xép hang, hang chit tiéng Anh dang trudc hinh nhw
la tén cta quan.

Truyén thong nay van khong thay do6i. Mdy nam trueéc Thanh Van di
qua day ciing thay tdim bang thé nay. Pay la bang quang cdo cia quan Nguu
Lang (1), hinh trén d6 déu la nhan vién ctia quan.

(1) Quan Nguwu Lang: quan bar, hop dém c6 nhitng chang trai ti€p
rwgu cho khach, cé nhiéu ngudi cling kiém ludn ca cong viéc mai dam.

Bong nhién phia sau c6 ngudi cat tiéng ndi, Thanh Van quay dau lai,
mot chang trai ngwdi Nhat tré tudi ditng sau luwng c6, gwong mat twoi cuoi.
Cau ta mdc mot bo trang phuc binh thwong, chiéc c6 thon tha, téc nhuém
vang, xit keo giit kiéu. Dang ngudi cau ta kha gay, mac chiéc 4o khodc mua
dong 10 ra xwong quai xanh.

Thanh Van mang giay cao g6t van thap hon cau ta mot chut. Cau ta lai
néi thém mot cau, Thanh Van mdéi dap lai: “Nghe khong hiéu.”

Cau trai tré tudi sirng sot dc mot tiéng, ngon tay gai cam giong nhw
dang suy nghi diéu gi.

Thanh Van ditng dé nhin cau ta, bong cau ta a 1én mot tiéng, phat am
khong chuan noéi: “Chinese?”

Trinh d6 tiéng Anh cia Thanh Van cé té dén may ciing c6 thé hiéu
duwgce ti nay, c6 gat dau vGi cau trai tré. Cau trai tré birng tinh, a 1én mot
tiéng. Cau ta chi vao tdm bang Thanh Van mdi vira xem, lai chi chi vao
Thanh Van, vat va néi: “You like it?”
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Thanh Van hiéu y ctia cau ta, than nhién cuwdi. Cau trai thy c6 cuoi thi
cling cuwdi theo, cau ta thit kéo tay Thanh Van, chi vé déi dién con duong:
“Follow me.”

Thanh Van di theo cdu dén ctta quan, cau thanh nién mai c6 vao. Co
ngang dau, nhin thay bién hiéu ctia quan, bén trén chinh la dong chit Anh
Van méi vira thady khi ndy. Bién hiéu mau héng rdt mo mong, c6 diéu
khong phai la loai hong phan cong chiia barbie, ma la loai hong phan ré tién
dam dac cho6i mat. Giong nhu tinh luyén tir c6i mo ctia cong chaa.

Cau trai tré tuéi mang vé mong doi nhin c6, Thanh Van khéng noi
thém gi, day cita ra buéc vao.

Lic méi vira di vao, hai bén ctta déu la hoa twoi, phan 16n 1a do khach
tang. Co lang hoa con trung thém hinh, viét rat nhiéu 16i chic.

Quang canh noi day giong vdi quan bar, chia ra bén trong va bén
ngoai. Thanh Van da c6 kinh nghiém tw trudc, mdi viva vao da chi phong
trong, cau trai tré hiéu r6 lién dan c6 di vao mot phong bao.

Can phong riéng rat rong, ghé salon da mau den, vach twong treo ké
thay tinh mau t6i, trong ké trung nhiéu loai rwgu tdy. Xung quanh Op bé ca
kiéu kin, trong bé 14p lanh dén mau mong do, da loai ca nhan nha baoi qua
boi lai.

Thanh Van ng6i xuéng ghé salon, cau trai tré tudi néi vdi co vai cau.
CO nhin vé mat cau, doan y dai khai la muon bao c¢6 chd mot chuit.

Sau khi cau trai tré di ra ngoai, mot lat sau mot nguwoi dan ong khac
bwéc vao. Tubi tac anh ta hoi 16n mot chut, téc kiéu dau dinh tron, dé mot
chom rau nhé, vira vao da cui chao Thanh Van.

“Chao co0.”
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Thanh Van khé nhuwéng may.

Nguoi dan ong ty gidi thiéu: “Toi tén la Fujii, titng song tai Trung
Qudc, t6i co thé néi tieng Trung.”

“A.” — Thanh Van cudi cudi — “Pham vi nghiép vu cua cac anh rong
nhi!”

Fujii rat ranh tiéng Trung: ” Quan ciling hay cé khach Trung Quoc
dén.”

Fujii vira néi vira dwa cho Thanh Van mot chiéc may. N6 khong 16n,
hoi day hon mdy tinh bang mot chut, trén man anh la Logo ctia quan. Anh
ta nhan mot cai gitip Thanh Van, man anh hién ra mét giao dién kha giong
v&i tdm bang ngoai ctra, c6 diéu ¢ day can ké hon.

So sanh v@i phu nit Trung Qudc bao thi, phu nit Nhat Ban da phan cdi
md hon, trinh d6 nhan thitc cta ban than ciling cao, rat biét tiéu xai cho
minh. C6 diéu theo thdi gian tr6i qua, thoi dai chuyén bién, rat nhiéu quan
niém cua phu ni* Trung Quoc ciing kha khac so véi trede day.

Thanh Van vira tién tay lwét trén man anh vira héi Fujii: “Cho anh cé
rat nhiéu khach Trung Qudc sao?”

Fujii no6i: “Vao mua du lich thi dang la vay.”

That ra thi quan Ngwu Lang khong phdi giong vdéi nhitng gi ngudoi
ngoai da nghi, c di vao day la mai dam. Rat nhiéu phu nit chang qua la tim
thw gian nhat thoi, giong nhw dan 6ng tim ni* phuc vu tiép rugu vay, chi la
¢ day thay doi thanh nam phuc vu théi.

Ma phan 16n tién hoa héng ctia nhan vién quan dwgc trich déu nho vao
viéc ban rwgu, revgu noi nay ciing chang ré, di nhién la cling c6 mai dam.

https://thuviensach.vn



Nguu Lang cua Nhat that sy xem cong viéc cia minh thanh mot loai hinh
chuyen nghiép, phuc vu vo cung chu y.

Thanh Van lwét qua lwét lai, mdy anh chang xép hang dau nhin ciing
dugc, phia sau chi lwét qua thoi. Co tuy tién chon vai nguoi, luc vira dinh
dat chiéc may xuéng, hinh ké ti€p chot xuat hién. Nguwoi nay khong dep
lam, chi la ké c6 co bap, nwéc da mau ndu ngam ngam.

Thanh Van khyng tay lai, Fujii & bén canh hoi: “Vi nay c6 can
khong?”

Thanh Van dat chiéc may xuong lac dau: “Khong can.”

bém do, Thanh Van tiéu xai ¢ quan nay hon mot triéu yen Nhat, dai
khai la sdu mwoi nghin nhan dan té. Néu di mot ngwoi, mitc chi nay da coi
nhw khong té, may nhan vién quan rat vui mirng, hang hai choi rat nhiéu
tro. Tuy bat dong ngon nglt nhung cling tan stc khién Thanh Van vui vé.

Fujii 1a nguwdi duy nhat c6 thé tro chuyén véi Thanh Van, néi ca dém
dén c6 hong cling khan di. Chuyén nay c6 mot phan la do tinh chuyén
nghiép, mot phan khac la do c4 nhan Thanh Van.

Cang uong khong khi trong phong cang ndo nhiét, dong thoi cling mo
h6 tda ra mot hwong vi mé loan. C6 may chang trai ng6i bén canh Thanh
Van, hoac la dung anh mat, hodc la khé dung cham am chi Thanh Van diéu
gi do. Trong d6 c6é mot chang trai con nho tudi choang vai ¢6 lam niing,
Thanh Van nghe giong diéu yéu 6t kia cwdi dén thd khong nai.

Fujii 1én hoi ¢6 cé can nhitng dich vu khac khong, Thanh Van rit mot
hoi thuoc lac dau. Khodng mwoi mot gio, Thanh Van roi khéi quan. Lic

gan di, Fujii dwa danh thiép ctia minh cho co.

“Néu can, xin hoan nghénh quy khach dén nita.”
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Thanh Van hit thd khong khi lanh bén ngoai, xua di hoi men, ndi:
“BLI’Q,C,”

Roi khoi quan, vira ré vao khic quanh, c6 lién tién tay vitt danh thiép
di. Sap dén ntra dém nhung dwong pho Tokyo van dong dic nguwdi qua lai,
den du6c sang rd. Thanh Van tré vé khach san, vira m& ctra ra lién phat
hién trong phong t6i den nhw murc.

Thanh Van biu méi, Ly Van Sung ciing hiém khi tu hop vé tré thé nay.
Cb6 mé den lén, vira quay dau da giat ndy cd minh. Ly Van Sung ngoi trén
ghé salon trong phong khach, than nhién nhin ra ngoai ctta s6. Thanh Van
tr@ tay dong ctra lai, im ldng di vao nha veé sinh rita mdt. Trong guwong khoe
mat cO6 han tia mau, c6 1at mi mat 1én nhin cho ky, ddy mat ciing hoi do.
Thanh Van vuon vai cot téc 1én.

Lic di ra Ly Van Sung van mang dang vé vira roi, chang may may
nhtic nhich. Trudc ctta s6 khach san c6 mot chiéc ban tron thuy tinh nhé,
hai bén la hai chiéc ghé salon. Thanh Van di dén ng6i doi dién Ly Van
Sung, c6 lay mot diéu thudc ra, tién tay cam bat Itta trén ban 1én cham
thuoc.

“No0i chuyén mot chut di.” — Co noi.

Anh mét Ly Van Sung nhin thanh phé ngoai ctta kiéng, & noi dat
khach qué nguoi, ban dém duong nhw lanh 180 hon binh thuwong. Ong
chang no6i mot cau, Thanh Van twr tir nha khoi ra, khé noi:

“Anh veé lic may gio, ngoi day bao lau r6i?”

An tinh ho6i 1au, Ly Van Sung méi tw ti li€c mat qua, khé cuwdi mot
tiéng.

Thanh Van givong mat: “Anh dirng nhw vay.”
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Ly Van Sung no6i: “Nhu thé nao?”

Ngon tay thon dai cia Thanh Van cam diéu thu6c, mat nhin ra ngoai
ctra s0, co6 dua ham rang qua lai giong nhuw dang ctr dong cam, suy nghi hoi
lau mé6i quay dau lai. Co chan thanh néi tir noi tdm: “Ly Van Sung, khéng
can thiét dau.”

“Khong can thiét cai gi?”

“Lan nay anh chay dén Nhat Ban, cho em xem nhitng thit nay, noi
nhitng 10i nay, déu khong can thiét.”

Ly Van Sung khé nghiéng dau, giong nhw muén nghe ti mi 16i n6i caa
Thanh Van.

“Em la hang ngudi gi, mwoi hai nam tredc anh da biét.” — Thanh Van
nhin 6ng, lang lang nai.

Ly Van Sung thong tha noi: “Ngudi s& di 1a nguwdi cling bdi vi biét hoc

tap.

“Em la mé6t ké bo dé trung hoc, anh trong cay em c6 thé hoc hiéu dugc
diéu gi?”

Ly Van Sung lang lang nhin co, lan lita néi: “Co6 1é nhitng chuyén tirng
trdi qua lic nhé that sy sé anh hwdng em rat nhiéu. Co6 diéu khong sao...”

Ong vira néi vira chong 1én hai dau géi, ti* tir ditng day di dén bén
canh Thanh Van, tay vu6t toc c6 tirng cai mot.

“Em khong hiéu anh sé twr ttr day cho em. Mudi nam hoc khéng duoc
thi hai mwoi nam, chac chan c6 mot ngay sé hiéu.”

Thanh Van yén lang ngo6i do.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Tiéu Van, em phdi nhé moi viéc t6t qua héa dé, ngudoi that sy chin
chan la & cho biét khac ché. Anh & bén canh em, sau nay em sé chi c6 thém
cang ngay cang nhiéu. Anh hi vong dén cudi cung em c6 thé tim dugc thi
that sy dang gia ma kién tri trong nhitng thit nay, chitkhong phai 1a 6m ap
duc vong thap kém nhat thdi r6i chan chwr gidy giua.”

Ong tir ti* 6m 1dy Thanh Van, nhin lan khéi cham rdi bay lwon trudc
mat c6 noi: “Cho dén lic dé6 em méi dugc xem la c6 thé that sy ditng bén
canh anh.”

Ngoai ctta s0 anh dén mu6én mau, Thanh Van ho hitng rit mot hoi
thu6c noéi: “Ly Van Sung, chuyén khéng phirc tap nhu vay, anh chi la...”

“Tiéu Van!”

Loi Thanh Van néi bi ngat di, c6 nhin cham cham mat cho6 hw vo trong
phong, khé néi: “Anh Sung, anh dirng hanh dong dién r6.”

Guong mat bi nhe nhang gé mét cai, Ly Van Sung giéng nhu tritng
phat da tré bwdng binh: “DBa noi ding goi anh nhv vay.”

Ong cuwoi ha ha hai tiéng trén dinh dau c, lai néi: “Em van con qué
tré, ching ta tw ti tién dén thoi!”

Giong diéu cta 6ng giong nhu ltic tredc, mai mai 6n hoa, binh than va
nam chac dai cuc. Thanh Van khong biét phai n6i gi. Ly Van Sung budng
tay ra noi:

“Tam rira r6i ngt mot gidc that ngon di. Ngay mai vé nwdc.”

No6i xong ong di vé phong. Mot minh Thanh Van ngoéi trong phong
khach, thuoc da huat hét, dau thuoc 14 ctia co6 da dui tat trong gat tan, c6
quay dau nhin ra ngoai ctta s6 thd ra mot hoi that dai.
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D3 sém biét ring khong noi dwoc. Ong twdng dong vach sit, hoan
toan khong noi dugc.
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Tré vé Bac Kinh, vira xu6ng may bay Thanh Van da néi v6i Ly Van
Sung: “Hai ngay nay em muon & nha nghi ngoi.”

Ly Van Sung chi git dau, tuy theo c6. Ong khong din do gi, cling
khong bdo c6 dén nha 6ng 6. Mwdi hai nam r6i, cach thic cta ho da dinh
hinh, ho déu biét vao nhitng lic nay hai nguwdi ¢ bén canh nhau sé rat khé
chung s6ng hoa binh. Ngugc lai tdch nhau ra mot thoi gian, song phuong
déu tinh tdo lai mot chit méi la thwong sach.

Tao Khai dén dén Ly Van Sung, lic 1én xe Tao Khai phat hién khong
thdy bong dang Thanh Van dau lién héi. Ly Van Sung néi cho anh ta biét
Thanh Van cé viéc di truéce.

“Chi Thanh ban a?” — Tao Khai vtra 1ai xe vira hoi.

Ly Van Sung ngoi ¢ hang ghé sau, vé mat lanh ling nhin ra ngoai ctra

Tao Khai li€c nhin qua kinh chiéu hau, no6i: “Ly téng, Nhat Ban thé
nao a? Choi c6 vui khong?”

Cot dién chot thoang qua roi bién mat bén ngoai ctra so, sac mat Ly
Van Sung mo tdi khong ro.

“Chang c6 thu hoach gi cad.” — Ly Van Sung ho hitng noi.
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Tao Khai sttng s6t, mot cau néi ctia Ly Van Sung da khién cho khéng
khi cta cudc néi chuyén thay doi. Thai do Tao Khai nghiém tic, hoi ngoi
thang ngudi, cho 101 noi tiép theo cta Ly Van Sung. Ly Van Sung yén tinh
mot hoi, bong hoi mot cau khong can dap tra.

“Tao Khai, cau biét loai chim nao kh6 nudi nhat khong?”

Tao Khai khong biét r6t cudc Ly Van Sung cé y gi, anh ta khong tuy
tién tiép 10i, chi ndi: “Chuyén nay... Em dau cé nudi chim, khéng ré 1am
a.”

Anh ta thtr doan: “C6 phai la loai chim qua hoang da néen kho nudi
khong a?”

“Khong.” — Ly Van Sung cudi néi — “Pa s6 moi nguwoi sé cho rang
nhw vay, cdm thdy chim ritng 1a kh6 thuan phuc nhat, that ra thi néi vay
khong chinh xac 1am. N6i cho k¥ phai la chim nhat dugc ngoai duwdng mdi
la khé thuan phuc nhat.”

Tao Khai hiéu dugc an y trong 16i noi cia Ly Van Sung.

“Moi loai chim déu c6 ban tinh cia minh, nhwng chi can ton cong nudi
ding, thuan hoéa no6 tr nhé ciing c6 thé thanh céng. Chi c6 nhitng con chim
nhat duge gitta dwong, rat nhiéu thoéi quen lic trede da dinh hinh, mudn
thay doi phdi phi rat nhiéu céng sic va thoi gian.”

Ly Van Sung nhin dam dam canh sac ngoai ctra so, giong néi hoi moi
mét: “Luc tredc cang song hoang dang, sau khi nhat dugc lai cang khé day
do.”

Tao Khai hiéu y cia Ly Van Sung, tay nam v6 lang tw tw siét chat,
lang nghe ti mi, cling khong dam xen 10i. Nhin bén ngoai mot hoi, duong
nhw Ly Van Sung roi vao tram tw, tir ti* nham mat lai.
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Thanh Van vé dén nha da hon muwdi mot gio trwa, sau khi c6 tam rira
sach sé cam thdy hoi khat lién 1ay mot chai bia trong ta lanh ra, can rang
khui nap chai bat dau uéng.

Tu mot hoi can ca chai, Thanh Van dat chai bia xudng, ¢ 1én. C6 ngoi
bén giwong, anh nang theo ctra kiéng chiéu vao san nha trong trdi. Trong
nha im ang, c6 dat chai bia qua mot bén, quay ngwdi lai di vé phia ta lanh.
Lan nay co lay hét s6 bia con lai ra. C6 uéng hét chai nay dén chai khac,
lic uéng dén chai thit séu, co da say.

Pay von khong phai 1a titu lwgng binh thuwong ctia Thanh Van, nhung
lan nay c6 uoéng qua nhanh, cong thém chuyén di mét nhoc nén khién co dé
say hon. Co6 can chinh la lic nhw thé nay, Thanh Van ngap mot cai nga
minh nam vat xuéng giwvong. Hai tiéng sau c6 bi con dau da day danh thirc.

Pi dwong mét moi cong thém bung déi uéng sau chai bia lanh, du
Thanh Van duwgc lam bang sat cling khong chiu néi. Binh thuwong c6 rat
hiém khi bi dau da day, s6 lan it éi dé6 déu do uéng rwgu ma ra.

“Me kiép...!”

Thanh Van cau may bo xu6ng giwvong. Lic xudng dat c6 choang vang
dau 6c, than thé ldo ddo nga ngoi trén mat dat. Co6 om dau, hoa hoan mot
h6i, méi 6m bung di vao nha vé sinh.

Thanh Van lat nap bén cau 1én bat dau nén mtra. Co khong an gi, da
day tréng rong, nén ra déu la nwdc chua. Du nhw vay, sau khi nén xong
cling cam thdy thodi mai hon khi ndy nhiéu. Thanh Van x4 nuéc, di dén bén
canh bon rira madt sic miéng. Trong ltic vo tinh ngang dau 1én, c6 nhin thay
minh trong guwong.

Toc x0a rll rwgi, sac mat tai nhot, mat day tia mau. Sau khi tay di 16p
trang diém, nép nhan manh noi khée mat ciing thay ré hon. C6 nhin hoi lau
giong nhu khong biét minh la ai.
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Hién tai mdy gio r6i? Hai hay ba gio?...

Thanh Van lac lac dau, tré vé phong ngti nam dai trén givong mot lan
nita. Co6 cam gidc minh phai goi thitc an dén, néu khong sé khong kién tri
noi qua hai ngay. Co tr@ minh, 1y dién thoai di dong tv duwdi goi ra, mé
danh sach cudc goi bat dau tim sé dién thoai giao thitc an.

Tim rat lau nhung cudi cung anh mat Thanh Van khong dirng lai ¢ s6
dién thoai giao thitc an. Khac véi lic trude, bay gio so dién thoai cia anh
trong danh ba ctia c6 da khong con la mot day s6 nita, anh da c6 tén riéng
cua minh. Thanh Van da lwu tén anh 1a Chu Ldo Hac, mot cai tén sac mui
nha que.

Lan treée gdp anh la lic nao? Co phai la budi sang triwde khi di Nhat
khong? Hay la t6i do chi la mo...

Anh di chua hay van con & day?

Thanh Van kéo goi ra khoi dau, che 1én mdt minh, dong thdi c6 cling
nhan vao nut goi di. Dién thoai dwgc bat may.

“Alo?”

Trong dién thoai c6 tiéng gid, cling co tiéng coi xe hoi va tiéng nguoi
di dwong. Am thanh hén tap bén ché anh twong phan 16 rét véi vé ling ngét

nhu to bén chd Thanh Van.

“Thanh Van?” — Tiéng ndi ctia anh giong nhuv mot tang da chim sau
xuong tan day cua thé gidi huyén ndo. Chu Bong Nam thd ra khi lanh —
“Em veé roi a?”

Thanh Van . Chu Bong Nam bat chgt héi c6: “Em sao vay?”
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Thanh Van khong hiéu, c6 nghi ngd mot hoi mdi kip nhan ra mat co
van con gidu duéi goi. Biéu nay khién cho tiéng néi cua c6 nghe rat bi hoi.
Co lay gobi ra, n6i véi Chu Bong Nam: “Khong sao.”

Dién thoai yén tinh m6t hoi, Chu Pong Nam lai néi: “Em lam sao
VéIY?”

“...” — Thanh Van khong biét rang anh dang tim chuyén dé noéi hay la

anh that sy phat giac ra diéu gi. C6 goi tay minh ra sau dau néi — “Hoi buon

»

non.
“Buon non? Sao lai buén no6n?”
Thanh Van ¢ mot tiéng: “... Ciing khong sao cd.”
“An nham do bay ba a?”

Thanh Van quay ngudi nhin ra ngoai ctta s6. Chu Pong Nam héi 1an
nita, Thanh Van méi noéi: “Khéng c6, dé bung déi ma uéng chit bia lanh
th6i.”

‘(A—.J)

Pén phién Thanh Van khéng biét minh muén néi gi véi Chu Bong
Nam. Im ldng té nhat mot hoi, c6 quyét dinh diit khoat ctp dién thoai. Liic

dinh cip mdy, Chu Péng Nam bong cat 10i.

“T6i dwa do an dén cho em, em & nha chd di. Em mu6n an gi, van la
dia chi lan truedc ha?”

“...” — Thanh Van im lang nghe Chu Bong Nam no6i xong mgi khé néi
— “Khong phai.”

“Khong phai cai gi?”
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“Khong phai dia chi lan truéce.”

Lic nay dén phién Chu Bong Nam sitng s6. Ngon tay Thanh Van man
mé mép chan, mot 1at sau Chu Bong Nam méi cat 16i: “Em c6 nha riéng
ctia minh, 6ng ta khong phai chong em.”

Thanh Van khong man mé chan nita, c6 cwoi khay mot tiéng.
“Nha em ¢ dau?”

Bat ké doan dugc diéu gi, giong n6éi Chu Pong Nam van nhu cdi.
Thanh Van khong noi.

Chu Péng Nam rat kién nhan: “Ha? O dau?”
Thanh Van hit sau vao mot hoi, néi cho anh biét dia chi ctia minh.
“Mudn an gi?” — Anh lai héi.

Thanh Van cham chd nhin con dwong bén ngoai, anh nang cé chit
cho6i mat, trong nha khong mé diéu hoa, chi dya vao nang am nén haoi lanh.
Suy nghi ctia Thanh Van c6 chat cham chap, Chu Pong Nam ciing khong
thuc giuc.

Mot lat sau, Thanh Van t tir néi: “Mudn an mi an lién.”
Chu Pong Nam wr: “An vi gi?”

“... Bo kho.”

“Cho t6i.”

Cho t6i. Thanh Van dat dién thoai xudng, n che tay 1én mat minh, hit
thd that sdu. Co6 khong muon nghi sdu xa chuyén gi, c6 déc hét toan lyc
khién cho dau 6c chi nghi dén pham vi mé6n mi an lién bo kho kia théi.
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Chu bong Nam dén nhanh hon Thanh Van du tinh, lic chudng ctra
vang lén, Thanh Van con dang nam trén givong. Chu BDong Nam van chi dé
10 ra d6i mat, ca ngwdi mac kin ti trén xuong dwéi. Nhin lai Thanh Van, co
chi mac b6 doé ngu. Chi ngan cach b&i mot canh cita, nhwng hai ngudoi
giong nhu song & hai mua khac nhau.

Hoi lanh trén ngwoi Chu Bong Nam khién Thanh Van khong nhin
duwgc lui vé sau mot budc. Anh di theo vira chui vao nha vira néi: “Doéng
ctita, lanh.”

Thanh Van thay trong tay anh xach hai chiéc ti nylon, bén trong
khong giong dung mi an lién.

“Mi an lién dau?”

Chu Bong Nam khong ndi 161 nao, nhin nhin trong nha.
“Pay la nha em a?”

Thanh Van nhin anh chdm cham: “Mi an lién dau?”

Nha Thanh Van qua 16n lai trong trdi, quét mat mot vong da co ban da
thdy hét toan bd. Chu Péng Nam chuyén mat lai nhin Thanh Van: “Em &
mot minh.”

Thanh Van khoanh tay: “O' mdy nguoi anh khong nhin ra ha?”

Chu B6ong Nam gat gat dau, cdi giay ra, thay dép, xach tdi nylon di
vao trong.

Thanh Van bi dang vé tw nhién ctia anh doa, dén tan khi anh quay dau
héi c6 phong bép ¢ dau c6 mdi kip phan &ng.

“Anh muon lam gi?”
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“Néau an.”

“Nau an?” — Thanh Van trgn mat nhin anh — “Mi an lién cua t6i dau?”
Chu Péng Nam quay dau di vao trong nha.

“Nay...!”

Thanh Van kéu 1én mot tiéng, Chu Déng Nam da tim dwgc phong bép
di vao, Thanh Van di theo. Chu Pong Nam dung cai nay, cham cai kia
trong phong bép. Cudi cung anh van voi nwdc, dua tay vao.

“Em m&i don dén sao?” — Anh hai.

Thanh Van twa vao ctra cuoi lanh.

Chu Poéng Nam li€c nhin c6: “Em di mdc quan ao di.”
“Rot cude anh dén day lam gi?”

“Nau an.” — Van la cau tra 1oi khi nay.

Thanh Van mim mo6i nhin anh cham cham. Chu BDéng Nam vay nuéc
trén tay xong, quay dau noi vdi co: “Em chd td6i mot chut, toi di mua thém
do, nha em thiéu nhiéu qua.”

Luc Chu Bbong Nam di ngang qua, Thanh Van kéo canh tay anh lai.
Chu bong Nam nghiéng dau:

‘(Hé"l))’

Khoang cach bon ho rat gan, co thé dan 6ng ran chac dirng truedc co
thé mong manh cta Thanh Van dang mac bd do nga trong cé vé rat cwong
trang. C6 nguwdc mat nhin anh, gwong mat Chu BPéng Nam mang vé ngu
ngo.
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“Sao vay?” — Anbh lai hai.

Thanh Van khé thd dai mot cai, budong tay ra: “Cho mot chut, toi di ra
ngoai voi anh.”

“Em di ra ngoai lam gi?”
“Chang 1€ t6i khong c6 gi can mua a?”

Thanh Van tr@ vé phong thay quan 4o, cung di ra ngoai vdi Chu Dong
Nam. Bén canh khu nha cé mot siéu thi loai nhé, d6 khéng nhiéu nhung du
dé nau bat mi. Chu bong Nam di 1y dau an va do gia vi. Thanh Van thi di
di lai lai truéc mot day ké khac.

Co tinh tién ra khéi siéu thi tredc, mot lat sau Chu Bong Nam di ra:
“Mua xong r6i, di thoi.”

Vé nha lan nita, Chu Pong Nam vao bép nau mén mi bo kho cta anh,
con Thanh Van thi nam trén giwong choi dién thoai di dong. Hai mwoi may
phtt sau, Chu Bong Nam buwng hai bat mi di ra. Anh nhin mét vong, cudi
cung phat hién trong nha chi c6 chiéc ban tron thuy tinh bén canh ctta so.
Lic di dén anh da phdi thi gi d6, Chu Béng Nam cuti dau nhin thdy mot
dong chai bia nam ngén ngang trén dat. Anh quay dau nhin Thanh Van mét
cai, c6 gai trén giwvong van khong phat hién ra, con dang choi dién thoai di
dong.

Chu Pong Nam goi Thanh Van: “An th6i.”
Lic nay Thanh Van méi lwoi biéng bo day. Chu Béng Nam cdi do
khoac, Thanh Van nhin chiéc 4o thun c6 nén mau xam kia néi: “Anh mac

mot bo do cho dén chét ha?”

“Khong c6, hom qua mai thay.”
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Anh dwva dia cho Thanh Van, ban than cti dau an tredc. Khach quan
ma noéi, mi ndu khong t€, thit bo vira miéng, bén trén con bo rau thom, rat
c6 phong cach cta quéan an. Chi cé diéu la s6 lwgng qua nhiéu, day vun ca
bat, nwéc léo gan tran ra ngoai.

Thanh Van chi vao mi néi: “Néu ma anh mé& quan an thi chi c¢6 cho 16
von ma chét tho6i.”
Chu Péng Nam cam diia gap mi: “Ciing dau dinh mé& quan mi.”

Theo phan xa Thanh Van dinh héi anh muén mé cai gi, nhung lic vira
dinh hoi thi ¢6 lai dan xu6ng. Thanh Van an con dv lai hon ntra bat. Chu
Pong Nam an xong bat ctia minh, chi chi co: “Khong an ntra ha?”

Thanh Van hat hat cam vé phia bat mi, Chu BDéng Nam thuan tay lay
dén, gap vai diia da hét, lai bat dau uéng nudc leo.

(13 »

Thanh Van nhin bd dang an ngau nghién déi dién im lang khong 1én
tiéng. Lac Chu Pong Nam dat bat xudng, nghe thay tiéng “kich”, anh
nguwdc mat lién nhin thdy mét chai kem duong da tay.

Chu Péng Nam nhanh chéng nhin vé phia Thanh Van: “Bay la gi?”

“Ty anh khong biét xem a?” — Thanh Van ding 1én chuan bi rdi khoi
ban. C6 dinh tim thudc 14 trong do khoac, két qua vira di dwgc hai bwdc da
bi ngwoi phia sau 6m lay. Chu Bong Nam ké vao nira bén mdt cia co, than
thé anh rat néng, nhiét lwvgng do mdéi vira an mi thit bo xong déu toa ra.

“Cho t6i cai nay lam gi?” — Anh cti dau hoi.

Thanh Van khéong nhic nhich: “Anh rita tay déu chi vay khé nuéce di
sao? Co6 au cling khong nén au theo cach dé. C& nhw vay tiép sé giong nhw
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anh trai anh vay.”

Hoi thd cua Chu Pong Nam pha vao tai Thanh Van, anh nhe nhang co
co vao co, ndi: “Co phai em khong muébn t6i bién thanh giong anh trai t6i
khong?”

Van dé nay phai tra 10i thé nao? Thanh Van im lang. Khong néi ciing
khong sao, Chu Béng Nam bé Thanh Van lén, quay nguoi dit c6 xudng
givong.
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Ném la loai bong vai dugc lam thu cong ém ai, bén trong la 10 xo cao
sdu vong, co gian vo cung tot. Thanh Van nay lén trén givong giong nhw
dang di trén thuyén. Sau khi nguwoi c6 ndy hai cdi Chu Bong Nam lién de
len.

“Khong dau.” — Anh noi.

Nét mdt Thanh Van v6 cam. Co6 im lang, nhung Chu BDong Nam van
giong nhw muén c6 phai trd 10i, néi: “Toi sé khong bién thanh giong nhw
anh t6i.”

Lic anh néi 10i nay, mat chang hé nhin vé phia Thanh Van, ma nhin
vao co thé c¢6. Thanh Van van con mac bo do ngu bang to lya, nam trén
giwvong, dwong cong than thé phoi bay ré trong 4nh mat chiéu tir trén xuéng
ctia Chu bong Nam. Co ciing khong nhiic nhich, dé mac cho anh nhin. M6t
hoi lau sau Chu Bong Nam nhéc tay so lén. Thanh Van cho rang anh dinh
sO vao nguc co, nhwng cudi cung tay cua anh lai dat 1én cho da day c6. Ban
tay to 16n nhu thé nhung dong tac lai nhe nhang v6 cung.

Tay cua anh qua néng, 16p vai lua kia qua that c6 ma nhw khong, nhiét
d6 cta anh truc tiép truyén thang dén lan da co.

“Con dau khong?”

Thanh Van noi: “Con dau hay khong thi sao?”
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Chu Bong Nam nhin vao mat co, giong néi diém nhién nhu khong:
“Pau thi phai dén bénh vién kham.”

Thanh Van nhin cham cham vao mat anh néi: “Hét dau roi.”

Chu Bong Nam bo tay ra, cui nguoi hon nhe léen mdt c6. Hon xong
anh lién ké vao nira bén mat c6 néi: “Khong dau thi lam viéc khac.”

No am sinh dam duc, ngudi xwa néi qua that khong sai. Thanh Van im
lang, téc c6 tan ra, dé 16 vang tran cao, phoi hop vGi doi 1ong may den dai
va doi moi that mong, tham chi trong c6 vé khi khai.

Chu Pong Nam tir tir gio tay lén ve vudt mita bén mat co, lic chuyén
dén khée mdi thi Thanh Van lai m& miéng ra 13p tic ngam 1dy ngon tay
anh.

Ai con chiu dugc thé nay nita chit.

Chu Béng Nam nhanh chéng rit tay ra, bat dau tim 16i vao cta bo do
ngu. Ban tay tho rap ctia anh lwét qua bap dui ctia Thanh Van, Thanh Van
nhot dén mirc cuwoi 1én.

Budi trwa vira tam xong, co thé Thanh Van sach sé va tron lang mang
theo mui hwong sita tam va kem duwdng da. Chu BDong Nam s¢ lan da nhan
nhui van cam thay khong théa, dau con co tdi co lui trén nguwdi Thanh Van
ma hit ha, khién Thanh Van vo vao dau anh: “Anh la ché sao?”

Chu Bong Nam khong dap 10i, anh thang ngudi 1én, quy trén ngudi co
bat dau céi day nit. Céi quan jeans ra bén trong con c6 chi€c quan lét.
Nhung noi cang phong bén dwdi ctia anh da thay rat rd. Khac vdi ngay do,
lan nay trdi con chwa t6i. So sanh vGi anh sang lanh 18o cta chiéc tivi thi
anh nang chiéu cang tri mang hon. Chu BDéng Nam cdi quan minh ra, chan
cta anh nhu tda sang 6ng anh trong 4nh nang chiéu mau cam.
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Thanh Van hoi ngan ngo, co gio tay 1én kéo chiéc do thun cé nén cta
anh, mudn c@i ra giap anh. Nhung Chu Bong Nam giong nhw da khong
nhin dwgc nita, anh nam 14ay c6 tay c6 kéo ra hai bén, lai nhac chan giang
qua ngwoi Thanh Van. Bung lic dé noi gitta hai chan anh ké 1én bung c6,
c6 nhay cam thay dugc lan da noi d6 rat min. Gid phit nay n6 con thinh
thoang co lai.

Chu Béng Nam céi quan 16t c6 ra, nhin vao t6 mat, sau do diéu chinh
tw thé minh lan nita. Anh khong 14p tic thang tién ma nhe nhang co qua co
lai & bén ngoai. Pong tac ctia anh diing manh hon lan tredc nhung lai thém
phan 6n hoa.

Thanh Van giat minh, day that la tri mang ma. Sy 6n hoa ctia Chu
Pong Nam dan dan khién Thanh Van cdm thay non nong. Nhung co lai
khong mudn biéu hién ra, b&i vi Chu Bong Nam dang nhin c6. Lan nay anh
khong vui dau vao nira bén mat c6 ma chong hai tay nhin vao mat co6 tw
trén cao khong hé chdp mat.

Duvong nhu co dang tinh toan stc lwe, nhung anh thi khong. Vé mat
Chu Bong Nam khong thay déi, khuén mat bdi vi tinh duc théi thic ma
cang ngam den hon, mé6i khé nhéch 1én, hoi thé nang né nhung lai déu dan,
bén dudi cling l1én 1én xudng xudng theo hoi thd anh.

Pay la lan th may ma anh da cé nhan thitc nhw vay r6i? Anh bién co
thé c6 thanh m6t 6ng khoa va noi tho to manh mé cda anh la chia khoa, anh
khong voi hwdng lac ma chi nhan nai thit nghiém tirng 1an mét. Do6i mat
den lay ctia anh giong nhw c6 mdy tinh vi nhat, cit nhin c6 cham cham
chang may may thay doi.

DPo6i chan Thanh Van bat dau lay dong khe khé. Mot khac trudce, cira

ngo cta co con kin mit. Khéa vira mé ra, ca ngwoi ¢o6 déu phoi bay. Thanh
Van khong hé phong bi. Cang thang, dich y, phan khang, lanh lung... tat
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cd, tt ca déu bién mat hét. Co rén lén mot tiéng yéu 6t, dinh dau ngang
cao, hai tay nam chat 1y chiéc &o thun c6 n6n cia Chu Bong Nam.

Nguoi phu nit da bé xuéng moi thit khac, hoan toan dam chim vao
khoéi lac ma tinh duc mang dén. Ong trdi ludn cho tinh 4i mot thé gi6i
phong kin. Khi ham mudn dang 1én, thé gigi hinh thanh, ham muén hét, thé
gigi sup do.

Vao liic ndy day, thé gi6i nay 1a cin nha tréng trdi cia Thanh Van. O
day ngoai trir duc vong ra thi moi thit déu trong rong, ngoai trit duc vong ra
thi moi thit déu la gia doi. Khong cé gi khang khit hon hai nguwdi dang 6m
nhau trén giwvong. Co thé sé khong ltra gat nguoi ta.

Phu nit giong nhw déa hoa twong vi nd rd, canh hoa mdé ra nhung
khong phai dep long lay. Con c6 dep theo kiéu khac, né thé lwong, néng
bong va sau sac hon.

Anh lu6n cdm giac rang mat c6 luon won wét, nhung c6 luon nghiéng
dau di khong cho anh nhin r6. Ban tay trén lung anh khéng chi bam viu,
kiéu dung sttc ctia cd gidng nhu la mudn xé nat anh ra. Tinh cdm cta co6
qua tran tré, chi vo tinh vén 1én mot goc cling khién ngwoi ta kho cé thé
chéng do.

Chu B6ng Nam cham cht nhin vao mat cd, chi trong thoang chéc nhw
vay anh da lac 16i. Lac 16i dén mitc tham chi anh quén mat duc vong cua
ban than minh. Nhung ngay sau dé anh lai nghi dén dang vé hién tai ctia c6
déu la do anh dem lai thi lién can chdt rang dwa ngudi tién vao.

Anh ning chiéu chiéu Ién co thé cd, khién hinh anh cb 1én xuéng cang
thém ro rang, giong nhw mot chiéc thuyén khong ngudi dang trdi noi trong
bé duc.

Chu Bong Nam nhin mai dén gio cting da la cuc han. Anh rén 1én mot
tiéng, bat dau don dap di chuyén hong minh.
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Trong thé gidi yén tinh c6 tiéng thd hon hén, noi sau hon con cé tiéng
nuwdc réc rach. Rém cita s6 md& rong, bén ngoai la anh ta dwong do nhw
mau. Than thé c6 ciling thanh mau tng dé. Lan dau tién anh nhin thay rd
rang co thé c6 duwdi anh sang nhw thé, anh chim siau vao si mé. Khong biét
si* nhan nai tir ddu ma co6, thé nhung gitta chirng anh lai rat ra khoi co thé
c6. Ra giwong wét dam nhd cong lao cua anh lan cua co.

Anh doét ngot rut ra khién c6 khong nhin dugce khé rén 1én, dong thoi
tay niu ldy anh cang dung stc hon, khéng cho anh rdi di dau chi mét chait.
Chu Bong Nam bi c6 ép cii thdp nguwdi, Thanh Van mé mat ra, anh nhin
nguoi gan trong gang tac lién hon xudng.

Anh mét c6 c6 mot kidu doan tuyét khé ma ta dugc, anh nhin thay vé
mdt nay cda co, lai ngoan ngoan tr@ vé. Trong chuyén tinh duc, dan 6ng
gioi nhat chinh la biét rd co thé minh. Ban than Chu Pong Nam lai cang
nhw thé. So véi trede day, lan nay anh da thanh thao hon, diéu nay khién
anh c6 thé phan chia tinh lyc ma suy nghi dén ngudi phu nit bén duéi.

Tay anh vudt ve co thé co, ldc thi mon trén, lic thi s& nan, lic thi
nhanh, ltic lai cham. Anh mét anh van chim chii nhin mat cd, xem cd c6 thé
bi hanh dong ngau nhién nao do6 cua anh tréu choc ma cat tiéng hay khong.

Du vay, bén dudi anh van duy tri nhip diéu, giong nhv mot dong co
nho chay bang dién, trir phi dong cong tac, néu khong sé mai khong ngirng.

Lan nay lam rat lau, 1du hon ca hai lan trwdc. Lam tinh lau khién
Thanh Van cam thay khat kho, khong hé c6 kiéu ma trong Tao Qué luan
chién néi: Nhat c6 tac khi, tai nhi suy, tam nhi kiét. (1)

(1) Tiéng trong thit nhat thi long quan hang hai, tiéng thi hai thi gidm
xuong, tiéng thi¢ ba thi hét ca hang hai.

Co thé c6 giong nhw mot ho den cé Iyc hit vo han, gan nhw né mudn
hit can anh. Gan bon muoi phit sau, Chu Bong Nam khong kién tri dugc

https://thuviensach.vn



nita. Trong qua trinh anh da nhin nhiéu lan, dén bay gid khéng nhin ndi
nita. Trong cai liéc mat cudi cung anh nhin c6 mang theo biéu cdm hiém cé.
Anh c6 phan khong cam long, rot cudc can chat rang gam lén, trat ra hét
toan bo.

Thé gidi ma o6ng troi tao nén cho ho da sup xudng, tat ca déu két thic.

Thanh Van ngtra mat nhin tran nha, khong biét la dang nghi ngoi hay
la dang hoi twédng. Chu BDong Nam nam trén ngudi o, dau dam dia mo hoi,
khong ngitng thd déc. Anh gio tay 1én cham vao mat cd, ban tay to 16n che
hét ntra khudn madt, ngoén tay cai nhe nhang mon trén lan da lang min kia.

“Em that dang sg...” — Anh ndi.

Thanh Van nham mat lai, cling dang théd hon hén, nghe thay 10i cia
Chu Bong Nam, co noéi: “Khong phai la c6 doc sao?”

Chu Bbong Nam yén lang mét lic, dwong nhw dang suy nghi dén cau
héi, cudi cung anh néi: “Khong, khi dé toi n6i sai r6i.”

Thanh Van noi: “Anh noi khong sai.”

Giong diéu c6 chang mang theo chit tinh cdm nao. Chu Bong Nam tré
minh, chdng bén ngwdi Thanh Van lan nita.

Thanh Van mé mat ra, ltic nay that sw cé chit kinh ngac, c6 nhuwdng
may: “Nita ha?”

No6i xong chinh c6 cwdi khay tredc: “Chu BDong Nam, dirng thé hién.”

Chu Bong Nam khong dé y dén vé cham biém ctia c6. Anh chi quy
nhu thé cidi dau nhin co thé c¢6. Nhin mot héi lién trr tv gio tay lén, gidng
nhw mot tin d6 ngoan dao mon trén tirng noi trén co thé co6. Tay anh nhe
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nhang nhw 16ng vii, m6i mot cai dung cham déu giong nhu thudng thitc, lai
giong nhu don dep, gitip c6 quét di hét tat ca bui bam.

Moéi Thanh Van run run. Chu Péng Nam vu6t ve nhitng hai lan mdi
ding lai. Anh ké lai gan Thanh Van khé néi: “T6i néi sai roi, khong cé
doc.”

Co thé sé khong gat nguwdi. Hoi thd anh pha 1én mdt Thanh Van con
lIru lai m6t chidt mui mi bo kho. Duwong nhw Thanh Van khéng muon néi
thém gi, c6 quay di cuén ngudi nhin ra ngoai cira sé.

Chu bong Nam 6m c6 & phia sau. Bap dui tran truéng cia anh quan
lay nguwoi dudi cua co, thay doi nhiéu tw thé dén tan khi 6m tron ca ngudi
c0 mai dung lai.

May do chi con mot goc, vo kich da ha man, mat troi cling roi khoi
nha hat. Hai ngwoi déu cé kiéu luwoi biéng nhu da an qua no, Thanh Van
dwa lung vé phia Chu Pong Nam khong nhic nhich gidng nhw da ng.

Bon ho khong tham thiét, khang khit nhw nhitng doi tinh nhan, chi ké
sat vao nhau dén khi khodnh khac man dém bu6ng xudng.

“Toi phai di day.” — Chu Bbong Nam noi.

Thanh Van khong tra 16i, Chu Péng Nam ké dén tai Thanh Van, néi
lai 1an nita: “T6i phai di day.”

Thanh Van van im ldng nhv ci. Chu Bong Nam thé dai ng6i day. Anh
rat hai to trong hop khan gidy ¢ ta dau giwong, lau so ngwdi minh, sau dé
bat dau mac quan vao.

Mac quan 4o xong, Chu Bong Nam di dén ctra, trong nha khong bat
den, hién tai da t6i den. C6 diéu anh van m@ to mat thich ng véi bong t6i
trong nha. Anh tim dugc giay, mang vao xong nhung khong roi khoi nha
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ngay lap tic. Anh ditng & ctra hoi 1au, quay dau néi vdi ngwoi nam trén
givong: “Thanh Van, sau hom nay toi sé di tim em.”

Anh tirng noi vGi co, anh sé khong di tim co, nhung sau hom nay, anh
sé tim.

Chu bong Nam néi xong thi dinh bé di, nhung mdi viva md ctra ra,
dwong nhw anh chgt nhé dén gi do lién quay lai, di dén bén chiéc ban, cat
chai kem duwong da tay vao tui, r6i mdi roi di.

Anh khong chd Thanh Van trd 10i. Cho du cho dugc co tra 1oi cling
chang sao cd. DBiéu nay hai nguoi ho déu biét. Cau trd 10i cia c6 va quyét
dinh cua anh la hai viéc khac nhau.

Nguwoi da bé di, trong nha lai roi vao canh tinh mich lan nita. Tuy lic
vira r6i anh con & day cling khéng ai néi chuyén, nhuwng lai khac vGi bay
gio. Thanh Van kéo mot géc chan dap 1én than thé tran tryui, ndam mai dén
tan khuya.
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Sau hai muwoi phiat di vong vong, Thanh Van bé quan ao trong tay
xuong. Nhan vién cta hang ding bén canh von cé kinh nghiém lau, vira
nhin vé mat Thanh Van da biét c6 khong hai long.

“Thua c6, cho ching t6i van con kiéu méi ra mua dong nam nay, moi
co xem thw.”

Nhén vién cua ctta hang cao cdp bao gi® cling khac vdi tiém khac.
Dang vé ltc nao cling an can niém nd, cd ta nhin ra dwgc Thanh Van 1a mot
ngwdi muén mua hang, tuy da chon hai mwoi phit van chira mua mén nao
nhung co ta van nhiét tinh véi Thanh Van nhv cti.

Trong nhay mat Thanh Van nhin vé phia tay nhan vién ban hang ra
hiéu.

Nhan vién ban hang mim cuwdi n6i: “Pay la sén pham mdi ra thu dong
nam nay cua Bottega Veneta, 4o len dét kim 100% cotton, c6 lat cai nut
phia trudc, 1a kiu 4o khoac don gian ctia Au Mi, khong biét ¢ co thich
khong?”

Thanh Van im ling xem xét. Ao 1a loai cao cap khong thé nghi ngo,
chiéc 4o len hon ca van thi lam sao té dwoc. That sy khong ho danh 1a san
pham cha lyc, méi vira vao tiém c6 cling da chu y dén bd trang phuc thoai
mai lai thanh lich ciia ma-no-canh nam dang mac.

That ra thi dang voc xdp xi v6i Chu Déng Nam, tuy anh khong c6 co
bap diéu khac tinh xdo dén vay, nhung thé hinh hoan toan khong xé xich
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nhiéu. Nhung khi Thanh Van thay thé khuon mat Chu Bong Nam vao ma-
no-canh nam nay... Tat cd déu dung lai.

Thanh Van khé nhiu may, xua xua tay noi vGi nhan vien ctra hang:
“Khong can dau, da lam phién c6 r6i.”

Nhan vién ctta hang phuc vu van nghiém chinh: “Khong sao ca, hoan
nghénh lan sau ghé tham.”

Thanh Van ra khéi ctta, ditng bén ngoai hat mét diéu thudc. Co da di
cho dén trwa. Lic sang sém ra khoi nha, ¢6 hoan toan khong nghi dén canh
twgng hién tai. Khi d6 c6 chi khong muon & trong nha ma théi. C6 mu6n ra
ngoai, di dau ciing dugc hét. Két qua la dau 6c trong rong di trén duong, lai
xe hon mot tiéng dong ho dén khu thwong mai.

Khong khi tét van chwa tan, nhung phan 16n ctra hang trén duong da
ma& ctta bu6én ban. Thanh Van tim mot cho do xe, mot minh di dao. Luc di
ngang qua ctra hang thgi trang nam dau tién thi dirng lai.

La ctta hang chuyén ban do xa xi, cd con duwong nay déu khéng cé
hang gia ré.

Thanh Van ditng & ctra that lau méi di vao bén trong. Du sao ciling dén
16i, cO tw n6i v4i minh nhw vay. Cudi cung la bién thanh nhw bay gio.

CO & day dén tan trua, tredc sau co6 da di dao qua Burberry, Armani,
Valentino, Kenzo, dén bay gio la ctra hang Bottega Veneta nay. Xem khong
dwéi may chuc bo quan 4o, rét cudc chang mua b nao. Khong thich hop,
tom lai la khong thich hgp.

Thanh Van hit thudc, lo dang liéc vé phia nhan vién vé sinh & bén
dwong. Cau kia n6i thé nao nhi, Thanh Van nghi c6 chut cay nghiét, mac
long bao ciling khong giong thai t, chinh la néi vé Chu Bong Nam.
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Thanh Van suy nghi choc lat r6i tw cudi giéu, dui tat diéu thudc bé vao
thung rac, quay dau di ldy xe. Lan nay lén xe c0 chay thang dén trung tam
Tay Pon. Quan do ¢ day dé chon hon nhiéu, Thanh Van chon lay hai chiéc
ao T-shirt tay dai trong ctra hang Puma. Von dinh mua mot xanh mot trang,
nhung nghi dén céng viéc anh lam nén do6i thanh mot den mot xam.

Gia goc von khong dat, cong thém cira hang con c6 khuyén mai nam
mdi, nén luc tinh tién hai chiéc 4o tong cong chwa dén sau tram té. Thanh
Van xach chiéc tii mong manh, cam thay hoi kho coi. C6 ngam nghi roi lai
1én lau chon mot chiéc 4o phao long vii & ctta hang Peacebird. Nhan vién
ban hang cam lay chiéc 4o phao mau vang nghé khoac lac v6i Thanh Van,
néi day la kiéu dang thinh hanh nhat nam nay ctia Han Quoc, ban rat chay,
trong kho da khéng con bao nhiéu chiéc nita.

Thanh Van vira nghe vira cwdi: “Nam nay Han Quoc chuong mau nay
é?’)

Nhan vién ban hang té vé di nhién: “Pung vay a , mac vao rat dep.”
Thanh Van cuwoi da roi néi: “Co doi lai mau den cho t6i.”

Trén duwong vé Thanh Van thdy doi bung, mua mdt bat mi bo kho da
lau khong an trong siéu thi nhé dwdi nha, lai mua thém hai cay xuc xich, vé
nha bat dau doé nwdc s6i vao. Nia cam vao bat mi an lién, Thanh Van vira
chd mi chin, vira 1ay dién thoai di dong ra goi.

Thanh Van chén sach ca bat mi, an xong khong bao lau thi chudng cra
vang lén. Nhan vién chuyén phat nhanh dén nha nhan do.

“Xin hoi c6 muon chuyén phat nhanh trong noi thanh phai khong a?”

“Pung vay.” — Thanh Van cam khan gidy lau miéng, nhan vién chuyén
phat nhanh dwa cho c6 mot t& don, Thanh Van nhan lay réi nhin anh ta —
“Co but khong, t6i khong c6 but.”
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“Da Cé,”

Thanh Van ditng & ctra dién vao td don, viét xong réi dwa cho nhan
vién chuyén phat nhanh kiém tra lai mot lan.

“Puogc roi, xin hoi c6 muén chuyén phat nhanh nhitng vat pham gi?”

Thanh Van dwa ti do da dugc géi lai cho anh ta, noi: “Bat budc phai
la chinh ngwoi dé ky nhan day.”

“Khong thanh van dé.”

Nhan vién chuyén phat nhanh r&i khéi, Thanh Van quay vao nha, nga
minh xudng giwong.

Lic ndm gid chiéu nhan vién chuyén phat nhanh dwa tii do dén, cé
diéu ngwoi nhan lai khong cé6 ¢ day. Anh goi dién thoai cho ngwdi nhan.
Poi phuong 1a dan 6ng, giong rat tram, n6i vé cung ngan gon, ra vé khong
muon lang phi thoi gian.

“Ai’?”

“Da, chao anh, ¢ day c6 do chuyén phat nhanh cho anh.” — Nhan vién
chuyén phat nhanh néi.

Duwong nhw doi phuwong dang & ngoai dwong, xung quanh cé tiéng xe
cau, anh nhanh chéng néi “Goi lam r6i” sau d6 cip mdy. Dudng nhu vo
cung chac chan minh sé khéng c6 do gi chuyén phat nhanh ca.

(13 »

Nhan vién chuyén phat nhanh cti dau, nhap vao tirng s6 tirng s6 mot
lan nita, goi lai van la ngudi dan 6ng kia bat may.

“Thua anh, c6 d6 chuyén phat nhanh cho anh a.”
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Lic nay doi phwong hoi ngap ngirng, nhan vién chuyén phat nhanh sg
anh lai cip dién thoai lién v6i vang noéi: “Xin héi anh la anh Chu phai
khong?”

“Chu gi?”

“Ac...” — Nhan vién chuyén phé4t nhanh nhin tén nguoi nhan noi —
“Chu Lao Hac.”

(13 3
‘(Alorp,’

Trong dién thoai c6 tiéng n6i cia mot bac géi, c6 chat khong kién
nhan hoi: “Cubi cung la c6 di hay khong vay?”

Nguwoi dan 6ng noi mot cau: “Khong di.”
Bac gai do bo di.

Nhéan vién chuyén phat nhanh lai hoi: “Lic nao anh c6 thé tr& vé
VéIY?”

Nguoi dan ong kia dap dong co mot cai, ndi: “Anh dgi toi ba phut.”

Nhan vién chuyén phat nhanh that sy chi phai dgi ba phut, vira ding
ba phit, mot chiéc xe may chay vao khu dan cw, ditng bén canh anh ta.

“La... anh Chu sao?”

DPoi phuong khong trd 161, nhan 1ay géi do md ra. Nhan vién chuyén
phat nhanh voi vang lay bt trong tii ra dwa cho anh.

“Dgi chut... xin ky tredc a.”
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Nguoi dé mang bao tay, cam but ky bira vai nét, nhin khéng ra la chit
gi. C6 diéu doi vdi nhan vién chuyén phat nhanh c6 ky nhan la dugc roi.
Anh ta cam ldy t& don bé di, lic ra ngoai phat hién anh van con dang ditng
tai chd m& goi do ra.

Ban tay to khée kia kéo manh vai cai géi dé6 da mé bung ra. Trong goi
1a hai tii d6 cudn lai, anh dwa tay vao lay ra vai chiéc do. Anh ding trong
san cam chiéc 4o lat qua lat lai, nhin rat lau, dén khi mot tiéng néi ngat
ngang anh.

“Anh oi, xin 16i c6 thé giup t6i v6i khong?” — Tiéng noi ctia mot co6
gai.

Co gai hon hai muoi tudi dang ngang dau nhin ngwoi dan ong truée
madt. C6 ta mdc o phao long vii that day, chan mang giay di tuyét, trang
diém nhe, véc dang khong cao, doi mat rat to, toéc cot kiéu dudi ngua, co vé
tran tré sirc song.

Bén canh c6 ta la hai chiéc tii du lich khong 16, tao nén mot vé tuwong
phan 1o rét véi dang voc nho bé cuia co ta.

Co gai cuwoi vGi anh, néi: “Anh oi, cé thé gitp t6i mot chit khong,
chinh la toa lau nay.”

Co ta chi chi toa nha bén canh. Chu Pong Nam quan sat co ta mot
chut roi quay dau nhin vé phia c6 ta vira chi. Cling chinh 1a khu don nguyén
anh @. Co gai nhin anh v&i vé mong doi.

Chu Bong Nam noi: “Muoi lam.”
Co6 bé khong hiéu chdp chép mat: “Mudi lam gi a?”

“Muoi lam té, khuan do.”
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Guong mat Lwu Giai Chi gan nhuw la viét 1én hai chit &4 khau chi trong
nhdy mat. Chu Béng Nam lai n6i: “C6 mang hay khong?”

Co that bai phuc, miéng khong n6i ra nhung trong long da mang nguoi
dan ong tredc mat mot van lan. That 1a ban cung sinh dao tac, chut tién it o6i
cling tranh tht kiém nita!

Nhung c6 ta that sy mét khong chiu n6i. Sdng sém hom nay chay dén
day, hanh 1y trong nha cong thém cua cong ty dung day ca hai cai vali,
mang dén dugc noi ¢ tro da phai kho sd sudt ca ngay.

Bén nay co ta van dang suy tw, Chu Péng Nam da do xe mdy chuan bi
lén lau. Lwu Giai Chi kéu to 1én: “Oi, 6i, anh 0i chd mot chdt...”

Chu Pong Nam dung ¢ cwa khu don nguyén nhin c6. Lvu Giai Chi
vtra nhin thdy vay lién nu6t lai nhitng 10i dinh lam niing. Vi kinh nghiém
nhiéu nam cuda c6, day khong phai la doéi twong c6 thé nghe hiéu nhitng 16i
noi niing nju.

“Mudi 1dm thi muoi 1im.” — Luu Giai Chi dong ¥ — “Mang gitip toi
di.”

Chu Bong Nam di dén, Lwu Giai Chi ditng bén canh. Nao ngd Chu
bong Nam khong lap tirc xach vali 1én ma la dwa tay ra. Lvu Giai Chi nhin
cham cham ban tay to 16n kia, mat suyt rét ra ngoai.

Chu Bong Nam noi: “Muoi lam te.”

Lwu Giai Chi titc t6i dén mitc lic ldy vi tién ra tay con run run. Co
moOc muoi lam té trong vi ra, nhét vao tay Chu Bong Nam. Chu Pong Nam
cat tién, hoi: “Tang may?”
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“Bon 1é bon.” — Lwu Giai Chi titc gian noi.

Chu bong Nam hoi khyng lai, dwa tdi trong tay minh cho Luu Giai
Chi: “Cam giup t6i cai nay.”

Sau do lién xach vali 1én di vao toa nha. Hai vali kia rat nang, Chu
Pong Nam xach cling kha vat va. Co bap trén hai canh tay cang citng giong
nhv tdng da. Luwu Giai Chi di theo phia sau anh, hdm hwc nhin anh cham
cham.

Ngudi nay néu nhu nhiét tinh gitip dd, lic sau Lwu Giai Chi nhat dinh
sé noi cam on. Nhung bay gio thi khac, co ta tra muoi lam té, tuy la khong
nhiéu, nhwng trong nhay mat da hoa than thanh cha thué, Itc 1én lau lién
voi nhac nhé anh: “Can than, can than! Trong vali t6i c6 rat nhiéu do.”

Chu Pong Nam khong noéi 16i nao xach hai vali 1én tang bon, lic dé
xuong con thd hat ra mot hoi. Lwu Giai Chi cé chit cam khai sttc lwc cua
dan ong khac véi phu nit, con chwa cam khai xong thi phat hién nguoi ta da
mé ctta nha ké bén.

“...” — Luu Giai Chi chi vao anh — “Anh ¢ day a?”

Chu Poéng Nam t, dwa tay lay tdi quan 4o tir tay Luu Giai Chi. Luu
Giai Chi voi no6i: “Vay chiing ta 1a hang x6m r6i. T6i vira thué can nha nay,
toi tén Luu Giai Chi, Giai trong giai nhan, Chi trong nhanh cay.”

Theo quan diém ba con xa khong bang lang giéng gan & qué, Luwu Giai
Chi dwva tay ra t6 y hitu nghi vGi doi phwong. Sau khi Chu Béng Nam md&
ctra ma&i phat hién Luwu Giai Chi van dang dwa tay cho anh.

“Q, toi tén Chu Pong Nam.” — Anh ciing dva tay dén, hai ngudi bt
tay twong trung.

“Anh khong phai nguoi dia phvong sao?”
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Lwu Giai Chi quan sat Chu Bong Nam trong hanh lang leo 1ét anh
sang, c6 cam giadc khau am cda anh khong giong véi nguoi 16n 1én ¢ Bac
Kinh.

“U.” — Chu béng Nam néi — “Khdng phai.”

“Cling la thué nha a?”

“U.»

“Nha anh thué bao nhiéu tién?” — Lwu Giai Chi cang néi cang hang
say — “T6i lubn cam giac minh bi ngwdi moi gidi gai bay roi.”

Chu bong Nam khong néi, Lwu Giai Chi nhan thdy lan dau néi
chuyén vdi nhau ma néi dén van dé nay cé chit qua voi vang, co ta gai gai

16 mii, lai néi: “Anh dén Bac Kinh di lam a?”

Chu Pong Nam yén lang mot hoi, lic Lwu Giai Chi cho rang anh sé
khong tra 10i thi anh tir ti cat 10i: “Khong phai.”

Luu Giai Chi tranh sang mot bén, ngoi 1én chiéc vali to 16n cta minh
néi: “Vay anh dén day lam gi?”

Chu Bong Nam noi tinh bo: “T0i tdi tim vQ toi.”

“...” — Luu Giai Chi khé nhéch moi, ¢6 cdm giac giao tiép véi nguoi
tredc mat nay ro rang cé chwéng ngai — “Vo cia anh & Bac Kinh a? Sao ¢o
ay khong & chung véi anh? Anh...”

Loi con chua dat, Chu BDong Nam da mé ctra dinh di vao nha.

“Nay, nay!” — Lwu Giai Chi nhanh chéong buwéc dén mdt budc noi —
“Anh gi oi, toi la ky gia, chung ta...”

Cua da dong lai.
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“V0i chét a?...”

Lwu Giai Chi trgn to mat nhin canh ctta chong trém dang dong. Co ta
con twdng rang anh co6 thé né mat mii hang x6m ma giip c6 ta don nha,
hién tai xem ra hoan toan la do ban than c6 ta mong mu6n qua nhiéu.

“Mot chit phong do cling chang c6!” — Co ta oan trach mot cau, bat
dau lay chia khoa ra.
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Bat dau nam mdi, ky nghi tét da két thdc trong tiéng cung ly va mat
chwgce rao rat. Ngay dau tién di lam, tdt cd moi nguwdi déu cé chit ué odi,
bao gom cd Thanh Van. Co6 nhd lic tredc cé6 mot quyén tap chi da noi,
dong ho sinh hoc cua con nguwdi chi can ba ngay la c6 thé thay doi hoan
toan, Thanh Van cdm thay noi vay ciing co ly.

Ngay dau tién di lam Quach Giai xin phép vang, c6 ta va Thoi Lgi
Van vé nha chong, ltic goi dién thoai xin nghi con oan trach néi la diéu kién
0 qua kém, an cling khong ngon.

Qué Thoi Lgi Van & vung ngoai 6 héo lanh ctia thanh phé Vu Ho, tinh
An Huy. Ban than anh ta & Bac Kinh kiém ra tién moi thang déu gti vé cho
nha. Cha me Thoéi Lgi Van xem nhuw kha ndi tiéng & dia phuwong, ngudi
khac nhac dén déu biét con trai nha ho Thoi c6 tién do, thang chirc rat
nhanh ¢ Bac Kinh, 1a mét bac s gidi.

Théi Loi Van rat hiéu thdo, tét nam nao cling vé qué tham cha me. Do6i
khi Quach Giai di theo, c6 khi thi khong . Nhung chi can c6 ta di theo, dai
ngo tuyét doi la dang cap cao nhat. Cha me chong dai khai cling biét ré con
trai mot minh & bén ngoai khong dé dang gi, da phan la diwa vao nha con
dau cham lo. Moi lan c6 ta vé déu nhiét tinh tiép dai, nhiét tinh dén mic
khién nguwdi khac khéng r6 ai mdi la treéng baoi.

Co6 lic nguoi ta qua nhiét tinh cling sé khién nguwdi khac cam thay mét
moi. Pay chinh la nguyén nhan Quach Giai khong thich di vé qué vdi Théi
Loi Van lam.
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Con c6 mot nguyén nhan nita, chinh la moi 1an c6 ta vé déu bi ép hoi
van dé con céi. Di nhién cha me chong khong ép budc trang trgn, nhuwng Itc
ranh roi van vo6 tinh nhdc nhd doéi cau, con néi phai can than chui y. Kiéu
vira hoi vira lo 1ang s¢ Quach Giai khong vui that khién c6 ta phién long.

Quach Giai tirng oan trach Thoi Lgi Van.

“Trong nha sét rudt, ba me muon béng chau, chuyén nay co gi dau.”

“Em da ndi vGi anh rat nhiéu lan ro6i, nhat dinh sé c6 con, nhung gap gi
chi?”

“Ho gia r6i ma, thwong hay cam ram. Anh nghe céa ntta doi r6i, da c6
dé khang.”

Quéach Giai nam trén giwong tro chuyén v6i Théi Loi Van: “Hién tai
déu la két hon tré, sinh tré, con cdi phai dgi chuan bi day da méi c6 chi.”

“U, nghe 15i em.”

Thoi Lgi Van tré minh 6m 1ay c6 ta, cii dau hén. Quach Giai vu6t toc
chong noi: “Lam chuyén gi déu phdi suy nghi ky, con cai khong phai néi

sinh 1a sinh, khi nao ma diéu kién tot nhat thi hay c6. Va lai hién tai ngwoi
cang co tién cé hoc thitc, cang khéng voi c6 con.”

Quéch Giai nghi dén mot tdm guwong: “Anh xem Ly Van Sung di, hon
bon muoi réi van chwa cé con day thoi.”

Thoi Lgi Van nghe vay dirng lai, sau dé tré minh nhin tran nha den si,
khong biét nghi dén diéu gi chot cudi giéu.

“Sao vay?” — Quach Giai hoi.

“Khong c6 gi.”
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“Vay ngay mai anh néi vGi ba me di, dirng dé ba me thtc giuc nita.”
“Anh néi cling vo dung thoi, nhin hai hom la duvgc.”
Quach Giai da Thoi Lgi Van mot cu trong chan.

Nhitng chuyén nay déu dwgc Quach Giai xem la dé tai tan gau, trong
lic nham chan goi dién thoai oan trach véi Thanh Van. Thanh Van nghe
xong lién khuyén c0 ta vai cau.

“Bac si Thoi néi dung, nhin hai ngay la dugc chir gi.”

“Co thi tot 16i.” — Quach Giai néi — “Ciing khong ai hoi thic.”

Thanh Van tr chéi cho y kién.

Chiéu ngay dau tién di lam, Ly Van Sung gti tin nhan m&i Thanh Van
dén nha an com. Thanh Van nhin tin nhan kia hoi lau sau méi tra 16i mot

chit “Puoc”.

Pén lic tan sd, Thanh Van ldy dién thoai ra xem, ngoai trt* may tin
nhan rac quang cdo ra ciing chang cé tin nhan nao khac. Cé cat di dong,
xach tui roi di.

Luc Ly Van Sung ra mé ctra van twoi cwdi nhw cdi.
“Ngay dau tién di lam thé nao?”

“Clng tam.”

“C6 mét khong?”

“Khong mét, khong cé nhiéu viéc lam.”

Tat ca déu nhu cii. Thanh Van vao nha, di dén phong vé sinh rtra tay.
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Lic di dén canh ban, Thanh Van ng6i xudng liéc mat nhin. Trén ban
thitc an tinh té, ba moén rau, mot mén cd, mot mén canh, chi hai ngudi an
nhu vay 1a rat thinh soan ro6i. Anh méit Thanh Van nhin lwét qua mén ca dat
gitta ban. Sau khi ng6i xuéng c6 giwvong mat, dwong nhw lic nay Ly Van
Sung ciling dang chd co, hai ngwdi bon mat nhin nhau.

Ong khong néi gi, khée méi hoi nhoén 1én. Thanh Van cam ly nudc
noi géc ban uéng mot hép.

“Mén ca thé nao?” — Ly Van Sung hoi.

“Kha bat mat.” — Thanh Van dat ly xuéng néi — “Nau mot con ca thoi,
lam tinh t€ nhw vay dé lam gi? Anh trang tri dia thitc an c6 thé so sanh véi
dau bép ré6i day.”

“Khong phai van bi em nhin ra sao!” — Ly Van Sung néi vdi giong
nghe nhu c6 vé tiéc nudi, 6ng cam ldy doi diia gap mot miéng ca cho vao
bat Thanh Van — “Lam thé nao em ciing c6 thé bgi méc dugc.”

Thanh Van cho miéng ca vao miéng, Ly Van Sung lai n6i: “Cé phai
em khong can thwdng thitc mui vi, chi dwa vao cam giac ciing c6 thé biét
mon do la anh lam hay khong?”

Thanh Van néi: “Khéng khoa trrong dén mirc nhw vay.”

“Co6 thé c6 duwgc mot ngwdi nhan ra mon an anh lam, d6i v6i anh ma
néi cling la chuyén may man.” — Ly Van Sung khé cuwdi néi — “Pay khong
phai mot sém mot chiéu la c6 duwgc, chuyén nay can thoi gian rat 1au. That
ra tap mai thanh quen, thé nghia la c6 nguwdi da ¢ bén canh anh rat 1au r6i.”

Thanh Van cti dau an com.

“Anh nh¢ Itic ban dau em khong hé thich mén ca nay chiit nao.”
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Ly Van Sung giong nhu chang hé doi bung, 1dy thuoc tir trén ban dén,
cham Itta. Tay Thanh Van cam diia hoi khyng lai. Ly Van Sung tuy c6 kha
nang lat tay lam may, che tay lam muwa, nhung ban than tu dwdng rat tot,
nguoi than thiét véi 6ng déu biét con nguwdi ong tw chti dén mirc dang sg.
Thanh Van & chung v6i 6ng mudi hai nam nay, van chwa tirng gap phai tinh
huéng hai ngudi dung com mdéi dwgc mot nira ma 6ng da cham thudc huit.

Thanh Van liéc nhin 6ng, toan bd sy chi y cia Ly Van Sung déu dat
vao dé tai tiép theo. Trong vé mat va 1oi n6i hoan toan khong chu y dén
diéu thudc, noi cach khac la vo ciing nghiém tc.

Thanh Van ludn khong chi y nhiéu, ¢6 chi thoang nhin mot céi sau dé
khong no6i gi, cti dau an com tiép. Ly Van Sung giong nhw dang nhd lai, tr
tw noi:

“Khi d6 em thich nhat l1a an dé nwéng via he, con dwa anh dén thir mot

- »

lan.

Pbong tac Thanh Van lua com hoi cham lai. Ly Van Sung lat lai cau
chuyén rét 1au trede day. Co khong thich nhé lai, nhung khong cé nghia la
co da quen.

Mot ngay nao d6 vao mudi hai nam trwdce, Ly Van Sung tim cho & tai
Bac Kinh cho c6, d6 1a mot phong tiéu chuan cda kiéu khach san tién 1gi.
Ban dau Thanh Van tr choi, néi véi Ly Van Sung: “Mat thang nita thoi,
thang sau em da roi khéi Bac Kinh r6i.”

Ly Van Sung noi: “Vay thi ¢ mot thang.”

Cudi cung Thanh Van ¢ dé. Lic trudc c6 & mot hostel gan tram van
chuyén, mot ngay hai muwoi té, nam giwong chung 16n, ngu chung vdi ca
dam tai xé xe van tdi dwong dai. Cho nén phong tiéu chuan nho nhé kia doi
v&i cO ma no6i da gan nhw la thién duwong.
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Co6 mot ngay Thanh Van hen Ly Van Sung, néi muén mdi 6ng an bita
com. Suy nghi cia Thanh Van rat don gidn, Ly Van Sung gitp c6 nén c6
muon chia sé thi co6 cam thay t6t vGi ong.

Sau khi Thanh Van dén Bac Kinh, c6 rat thich mét hang ban d6 nwéng
gan khach san. T6i dé, cd6 dwa Ly Van Sung dén, goi thitc an day ca ban.

An xong, Ly Van Sting héi ¢6: “Tién em tich c6p bao 1au vay?”
Thanh Van thanh that noi: “Nwa thang.”
Ly Van Sung noéi: “Tién ca nira thang ma lai tiéu dé dang vay u?”

Thanh Van lau miéng, nhin 6ng noi: “Anh giup em nén em phai bao
dap anh.”

Ly Van Sung duong nhu chang hé cdm dong vi 10i noi cta co6: “Béo
dap anh ciling khong vo6i nhat thoi, em van con chuyén chwa lam xong, c
tiéu tién vao d6 nwéng nhw vay thi vé xe vé qué em ciling khong mua noi

2

dau.

Qua that da khéng mua néi r6i, Thanh Van néi: “Khéng sao, dén khi
em tim dwgc anh ay la sé tot thoi.”

“Khong tim dugc thi sao?”

CO nhin vi nwéng bén canh, trong doi mat sang trén khuén mat non
ndt anh 1én ngon lwva bap bung.

“Tim dwgc ma.”

Ly Van Sung lang lang nhin c6. Trong dém tdi yén tinh, ngon l¥a ruc
rd than nhién, thodng qua réi bién mat trong phit choc, téa ra toan bo hoi
nong .
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MGt hoi 1au sau, Ly Van Sung lac dau, giong noéi cé chiat ho hitng:
“Lam viéc xung dong, tinh tinh qua nong voi.”

Ong vira néi vira cam 14y xau thit dé an do, trén d6 ric mot 16p mudi
tiéu. Ong kh& budng tay, xau thit dé rét xudng dia, 6ng lai than nhién noi:
“Mui nong qua.”

Sau khi ndi xong, 6ng nhin lai Thanh Van, phét hién c6 chang hé nghe
thdy 101 ctia 6ng. Co6 van con nhin chdm cham vao vi nwéng, mai suy tu,
khong dé y dén viéc gi khac. Thanh Van mudi tam tudi da rat xinh dep,
ngoai trit khuén mat dep va dang véc cao rao, co6 con mang theo mot khi
chat c6 chap. Twa nhuv nhitng tia Itva kia biét sinh ménh cia minh ngan
ngui, chi cho doi gidy phit huy hoang trong phuit choc.

Ly Van Sung lang lang nhin khong noéi gi nita.

“Em con nhd khong?” — Ly Van Sung hit thudc héi Thanh Van.

Thanh Van gat dau néi: “Cé an tuwgng, cé diéu lau qua roi khong con
nhd ro nita.”

Ly Van Sung nghe xong tw tir thé dai, néi: “Pung la 1au qua r6i...”

Xuyeén qua lan khoi thuéc, 6ng nhin ngwoi ngoi doéi dién, mat lat sau
méi néi: “Con ngudi can ghi nhd. Néu em da ném mui that bai, nén hiéu
cai gi méi la dung dan, cling nén biét phai di thé nao, nhu vay duong di
m&i lau dai. Bay gio em da thay doi, thay doi rat nhiéu.”

Thanh Van khong néi, Ly Van Sung dui tat diéu thudc, dwa tay qua
ban nam tay Thanh Van.
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“Nhung van con chuwa da.” — Thanh Van nguwdc mat, nhin vé mat tham
tram cua Ly Van Sung — “Pirng nén xung dong nita, Tiéu Van.”

Thanh Van khong hé dap lai, tay cia 6ng cang nam chat dén mic
khién Thanh Van buong léng doi diia ra.

“Cho du hién tai em van con suy nghi qua it, qua don gian, cling qua
yéu dudi.” — Ly Van Sung cham chd nhin khuon mat Thanh Van dang cui
xuong, tiéng néi am dam — “Em khong mudn mac ng ai, thit em muon luon
phai trd ra mot cai gia nao do6. Nhung em khong biét trong chuyén nay, cac
gia tri khong hé ngang nhau. Da6i véi mot s6 nguwdi ma noi, cai gi cling dam
néi ra la béi vi ho chang hiéu gi hét. Ciling giéng vay, cai gi cling co thé tw
bé c6 nghia la ho chang c6 gi ca.”

Luc Ly Van Sung gian dit vo cung dang sg.

“Cau ta chi 1a m6t hop com nhya khéng can than danh roi xudng
nwdc. La mot thit rac rwdi khong co trong lugng, lai kho phan huy. Em cho
rang cau ta dang tim cai gi, cau ta chi la ké “tay khong bat cwdp” théi. Cau
ta thu huit khién em nhat thoi xung dong, nhung doi lai sé la thuwong tén vo
cung vo tan vé sau.”

Thanh Van ngudc mat: “Cudi cuing anh muon néi gi?”

Ly Van Sung nheo mat lai, nhin Thanh Van cham cham: “Cé mot s6
viéc em khong nhin dwoc, cling c6 thé khong nd, nhung ma em khong thé
ngo nhan.”

Thanh Van dat ly xuéng ban, néi: “Ng6 nhan cai gi?”

Mat Ly Van Sung sang quac, tir tir néi: “Ngd nhan d6 chinh la tinh

»

cam.
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Trén ghé salon dai trong trong phong khach dat chiéc tii da mau den
cia Thanh Van. Luc nay, dién thoai trong tti bong rung lén titng hoi.
Nhung hai nguwdi dang trong phong an chang nghe thay.

Ma ¢ mot noi khac, trwdc cira mot ngoi nha c6 mot nguoi dan ong
dang dgi. DBéen diéu khién bang am thanh trong hanh lang da l6e sang rat
nhiéu Ian, anh van ching hé nhiic nhich, c ditng doi trong béng dém. Anh
sang duy nhat trong hanh lang yén tinh la tiv chiéc dién thoai di dong cta
anh.

Anh kéo khan quang c6 lai, che di khuén mat lanh bu6t, mat nhin
cham chdam vao man anh. Dién thoai di dong chi con lai mot vach pin,
nhwng ¢t cach hai phit anh lai nhin dién thoai mot lan.

Mot ngay lam viéc vat va, anh lai chd qua 1au, nén ng6i xudng dwa
vao vach twong da hoa cwong. Trudc khi anh ng6i xuéng con duva tay lau
sach vach twong, anh s¢ twong qua ban. Du gi h6m nay anh ciing dang mac
bd 4o moi.
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Mot tiéng “ting” vang lén, ctra thang mdy md& ra. Chu Dong Nam
khong chid y dén, anh van tya vao vach twong, dau 6c mo mo mang mang.
Thoi gian troi qua qua lau, anh da nira mo ntra tinh.

Thanh Van di ra khoi thang may, tr tir di dén trudc mat nguwoi dan 6ng
dang ngo6i trwdc ctra, dirng lai. Co ditng cao cao, nhin xuéng anh gan nhw
vuong goc.

Peén hanh lang bai tiéng budc chan cia ¢6 ma sang lén, Chu Bong
Nam dang mo mang lién m& mat. Pau tién anh thdy mét doi chan dai thang
tap. Thanh Van mdc chiéc quan da mau den, dugi anh dén vang & hanh lang
trong co6 vé thang nudt va ndi bat.

Chu Péng Nam ngang dau.

Trong hanh lang chi c6 hai ngwoi ho, yén tinh dén mic dang sg. Tran
ctia anh vi ctr dong ngwdc mat nay ma han 1én vai nép nhan, 16ng may vira
den vira ram khé nhwéng lén thanh hai duong thang, két hgp véi doi mat
giong nhu qua cau thuy tinh trong veo, khong thé nhin ra anh dang nghi gi.

Thanh Van khé cii dau, téc ri xuéng hai bén swdon mat, che khuat anh
sang. Co dirng rat thang, khong khi lanh gia khién khuén mat c6 dong lai,
ma dang vé an tinh lai khién c6 tréng nhw 1anh dam.

Chu Péng Nam néi: “Em vé ro6i a?”

Thanh Van u.
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Chu Bong Nam ttr tir ditng day. Vi ng6i lau qua nén khi anh vira ding
l1én dau go6i khong chiu ndi, phéi vin twong lac lac r6i lai dam dam chan,
cudi cung mai ding lén duoc.

Anh mét Thanh Van theo ngudi anh ti¥ tir ngwdc 1én. Hai tay c6 van
bu6ng thong hai bén ngudi, mot tay cam tdi da mau den. Co 1€ do anh dén,
ciling co6 1é do trang diém, mau sac noi khée mat c6 den tham.

Sau khi Chu Pong Nam dirng lén, bon ho chi cach nhau ntta buéc
chan, c6 thé dé dang nhin ro lan nhau. Téc anh hoi réi, khuén mat ciing 16
ra vé moi mét. Anh nhéch moi, trang thai van mo mang, chwa hoan toan
tinh tdo. Nhung anh van nhin thang vao Thanh Van.

“Em veé roi a?” — Anh hai lai 1an ntta.

Bai vi hanh lang im ang, tiéng noi cia anh cling theo d6 nho di rat
nhiéu. Tiéng noi rat khé, chi v4i khoang cach nhw vay méi c6 thé nghe thay
ro rang.

“May gio roi...?”

Anh tr t* ¢6 chut tinh tdo, vuot vudt dau, lay dién thoai ra, nhan rat
lau m@i phat hién dién thoai hét pin da ty dong tat may.

“Muroi hai gio ru6i.” — Thanh Van tré 1oi giup anh.

Anh mét Chu Pong Nam roi khéi dién thoai di dong, nhin Thanh Van
noi: “Ve tré vay a?”

Thanh Van lai .
Chu Pong Nam noi: “Sao em khong nghe dién thoai cta t6i?”

“To6i c6 viéc.”
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“A.” — Chu Péng Nam gat gat dau.

Hai tay Chu Dong Nam bo vao tui ao phao long vii, nguoi tha 16ng twa
vao twong. Thanh Van im lang, anh c ditng nhu thé, hoan toan khéng c6 y
bé di. Mot lat sau, dén hanh lang tat, Chu BDong Nam rtit tay ra, vo bira mét
tiéng, roi lai bd tay vao ti.

Nhéay mat xung quanh sang ngoi, Thanh Van cét tiéng héi: “Anh doi
bao lau r6i?”

Chu Béng Nam trra dau vao vach tuwong, yén lang mot chit roi sau dé
lac lw qua lai, anh xoay xoay c6, thuan miéng noi: “Khong bao 1au.”

Co6 phai 1a khéng bao lau hay khong thi hai ngudi déu biét ro.

Thanh Van than nhién n6i: ” Khong c6 ai ¢ nha thi tré vé di, chd & day
khong mét a?”

Chu Béng Nam dirng lai, cti dau xuéng nhin c6, khé no6i: “Em trong
c6 vé mét hon t6i nhiéu.”

Mi mat Thanh Van khé run, ngay sau dé la nheo mat lai.
Chu Béng Nam gat gat cdm, hoi: “Ao em mua cho t6i, tréng thé nao?”

Khéng phdi la Thanh Van khéng chi y dén anh dang mac chiéc ao
phao 16ng vii méi. Kiéu dang thiét ké ctia Peacebird Han Quéc ciing binh
thuwong, chi c6 diéu dang voc Chu Pong Nam cao, thé hinh lai ran chac, tuy
tién mdc cai gi trong cting dep.

“Am khong?” — Thanh Van hai.

“U, am hon cai luc trwde.” — Chu Déng Nam cti cam xudng, déi moi
dat 1én khoa kéo trén c6 4o — “Bac Kinh lanh qua!” — No6i xong anh lai nhin
Thanh Van néi — “Cam on em, t6i rat thich cai do nay.”
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Thanh Van nhin cham cham anh, ra vé tuy y néi: “Khong can cdm on
t0i, cling khong thé dé anh tén sttc khong dugc.”

Chu bong Nam khung lai, ngay sau d6 sac mdt tram xudng.

“Tré vé di, hom nay tré qua r6i.” — Thanh Van mé& tii ra, bat dau tim
chia khoa.

Ngay sau do6 co tay bi nam chat, Thanh Van bat chot bi kéo lai, co va
Chu B6éng Nam doi vi tri, nguwdi c6 bi day vao twong. Lic nay doi lai la
Chu Péng Nam cui dau, ding ngugce sang, nét mat anh sau hon Thanh Van,
giong nhu quy nui noi ri'ng sau.

Tui roi xuéng dat, Thanh Van cui dau liéc nhin, chia khoa da rét ra
ngoai. Chu Péng Nam ciling chu y thay, anh nhac chan da vang chia khéa
di.

Thanh Van dit khoat dya vao twong: “Anh mudn lam gi?”

Chu Pong Nam can rang, dwong nhuv dang nén gian, néi: “Em ro
rang... ro rang...”

“R0 rang thé nao?”

Chu DBong Nam nhin c0, tdt cd y nghi tu hop trong dau nhwng lai
chang hé n6i ra mot cau. Thanh Van doi, dgi rat lau, 1au dén mitc dén diéu
khién bang am thanh trong hanh lang lai tat ngiim, nguwdi dan 6ng triréc mat
van chura biét phai bat dau tir dau.

Boéng t6i pha xuéng, Thanh Van nghénh don mot nu hon. Co6 nham
mat lai, dé dang hé canh mo6i ra déon nhan anh.

Mat Chu DBong Nam rat néng, nu hon im lang, cap bach, kich liét
chang hé diu dang. Pau lwsi am w6t va linh hoat méi lan quan quyt déu tran
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ngap mé say. Anh budc 1én titng bwdc, cudi cung ap sat Thanh Van vao
vach twong. Chat liéu vai jeans tré nén thé ciing trong trdi dong gia rét bao
lay co thé dang cang thang de sat vao Thanh Van.

Co khong nhin dugc hop bung hit vao, duong nhu phia treée va phia
sau déu la vach twong vitng chac.

Chu Pong Nam van hon, van hon, giong nhu tat ca 16i muén néi déu &
trong nu hon nay. No6i chwa hét thi hon cling khong ngirng.

Dan dan Thanh Van cam giac minh hit thd cé chit khé khan, nhung
c6 khong bao anh dirng lai. Cam giac dé nén mang theo chit ndang né kho
thé nay khién 16 chan 16ng ca nguwoi c6 déu kéu gao, c6 cam thay rat sang
khoai.

Cubi cung lac Thanh Van sap hét hoi, Chu Bong Nam mdgi dirng lai.
Co thé anh dé sat Thanh Van, néu khong nhat dinh c6 sé trugt xudng vach
twong. Mat anh dan vao mat co.

“Con noi nita khong...” — Trong hanh lang t6i tam, tiéng néi cta anh
nho dén mitc khong thé nghe thay — “Nhitng 10i dé... em con noi nita hay
khong...?”

Thanh Van cti dau, tran twa vao ba vai ran chac cia Chu bong Nam.
Co6 c0 thé doc, ngtri thdy mui mo hoi sau trén c6 anh.

Chu Pong Nam nhich ra mét buéc, phat hién Thanh Van thuan thé sap
nga xuong, anh voi dirng budc lai.

“Thanh Van?”

Thanh Van khong néi gi, trong lic ngan ngo nhw da tién vao mot
khong gian khac, chi tiép tuc thtr ngwdi ra. Chu BDong Nam lai nhe nhang
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lay 6, phat hién van khong c6 tac dung gi, lién ditt khoat khom nguai bé
co léen.

Anh bé Thanh Van, kéu lén mot tiéng, trong hanh lang den vut sang.
Anh van gilt co thé thang bang, tir tir ngbi xudng dung ngdén tay moc vao
quai tui xach caa Thanh Van, sau do6 nhat lai chia khoa.

Ctra nha Thanh Van khong dé mé, phai van di van lai qua may chot
ctta. Chu bong Nam md rat 1au mdéi xong. Vao nha anh cting khong bat
den, quay ngudoi nhac chan da ctra dong lai, sau do6 di thang vao trong tha
Thanh Van lén givong.

Anh de len ngwoi Thanh Van, cam giac xwong hong cua nguoi phu nit
bén duwdi can vao hong anh. Giong nhw vay, Thanh Van cling cam giac
duwgc s bién héa co thé anh. Chu Bong Nam nhin cham cham vao mat co,
Thanh Van ciing nhin lai anh.

Biéu cam cda phu ni* phttc tap hon va ciling sau sac hon dan ong
nhiéu. Chu Bong Nam bi anh mat néng bong khiéu khich kia kich thich, tay
khé chéng, ngoi day bat dau cdi quan.

Néu nhu anh nang chiéu mang dén cho ngudi ta sw diu dang ma mi,
thi bong t6i la sy chiém hitu triét dé. Sau nita dém, thé gigi yén tinh, moi
nguwoi xé di 16p mat na cudi cung. Khi sy biéu dat tinh cdm bi tr& ngai,
nguoi ta cling chi con so6t lai nhuc duc tran trui.

Chu Bong Nam céi quan minh, tay giat mot cdi, kéo bira xuéng duwdi.
Tdc do tinh tién trong chuyén giwong chiéu cta anh giong nhu la hoa tién,
bay vut 1én nhanh chong.

Ho khong lam bat ct dao dau nao, Chu Bong Nam lap titc dong than
thang vao. Trong nhay mat Thanh Van bi thtic vao cdm gidc hoi tric trac ,
nhung c6 nhanh chong thich ¢ng dugce. Hon nita, dan dan ho cling dam
chim trong do.
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Lan dau tiéen Chu Dong Nam thé hién tinh xam chiém trén giwdong, anh
vi duy tri d60 manh yéu va do sau nén chong tay rat cao, tién cho eo dung
sttc. Toc d6 cnia anh rat nhanh, t6c do nhw vay qua that mang dén kich thich
cho ca hai ngudi. Co cat tiéng rén ri, ma anh van can chat ham rang, tran ri
mo hoi.

Khoéng c6 man dao dau an can, sitc lwc Chu Déng Nam tiét kiém dugc
déu dung hét vao hanh déng trén. Khong lau sau, noi co thé ho giao nhau
da w6t dam. Long nguc Thanh Van cang ra, cam giac khé thé vira roi &
hanh lang lai xuét hién.

Thoi gian troi qua, Chu Béng Nam dan dan cling cit tiéng, tiéng rén
tram thdp va ngan ngui vang lén hét lan nay dén lan khac. Trong dém

khuya, am thanh ctia anh két hgp v6i khuén mat ngam ngam tao nén mot vé
phong dang khong sao ta xiét.

Pong tac ctia anh khong hé cham lai, Thanh Van thé hén hén trong
con khodi lac va run ray. C6é cam giac dwgc mot tinh cdm, mot tinh cam da
chon gidu sau vo tan lic nay bi mé ra. Giong nhw noi giao nhau dudi nguoi
ho, kich liét va day dac.

Chu B6ng Nam can chdt ham rang, nam lay co thé Thanh Van. Thanh
Van nhr mot con cd, tron lang mém mai, bi anh dé dang 14t lai.

Tay anh nam bung c6 nhac lén.
“Ngoi day.”

Anh nin thé qua 1au, hoi thé khong déu, hai chit don gian dwgc thot
1én gidng nhu la thé hat ra.

Thanh Van chéng tay, ltic nay md&i phat hién canh tay cia minh dang
run ray, khong chi cé canh tay, cd ngudi co6 déu dang run 1én.
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Chu Bong Nam mac ké nhitng diéu do6, anh quy xudng, nang mong c6
lén, tay nam ca héng va bung co, ra sttc rut vé phia sau roi lai thic nguoi
vao lan nita.

“LLALALY

Kich thich nhw vay khién Chu Pong Nam quén hét tit ca, tiéng nobi
cta anh khén dac, lac mat ca giong. Anh tim duwgc 16i vao hoan my trong co
thé c6 giong nhw con dwong nhé khic khuyu sau hit, nhw chén bong lai
dong Thuy Liem.

Vi géc do nay ho khéng nhin thdy dwge mat doi phwong, cho nén noi
xac thit giao nhau cua ho cang nhay cdm hon. Chu Pong Nam duong nhw
khong nhin dwoc nita cat tiéng gam 1én. Tiéng anh rat 16n, trong sy manh
mé lai 16 ra vé mém yéu nhw sa vao tinh mé. Giong nhu da tha chay dén tw
ndi sdu, mot minh rong rudi trong thé gidi ky quai.

Thanh Van khéng biét qua bao 1au, c6 cdm gidc minh giong nhuw mot
con ca dang thoi thép, mac can trén bo cat hoang vu, thé gigi trong rong.
Co gi do6 xong ra ti co thé co, trugt xuong theo bap dui. Than thé c6 co it
vai cdi, noi sau giong nhw c¢6 con sé6ng ngam manh mé bat chot dang cao.

Co0 thé hon hén vai hoi, con anh giong nhw nhan dwgc tin hiéu nao do,
manh liét thic vai cai roi sau doé tién sau vao tran dia.

Thanh Van hét to 1én mot tiéng. Trong nhay mat, séng triéu tudn trao,
tinh dich lan tran chay ra chiéc giwong don trong béng tdi, giong nhu trang
sao ngop ca bau trdi ngoai ctra so.

Tai khoanh khac do, nguoi ta da cham dén vinh hang.

Thanh Van ngd quy, Chu Bong Nam ndm trén nguoi co, bén dwdi da
mém nhiin nhung anh van khong it ra, cit 6m chat 1dy ¢6. Nam giac quan
nghe, nhin, ngtti, ném, s& déu hon don.
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Thanh Van vui mat sau vao goi, co thé van con dang tham lam nham
nhap cdm giac vira r6i, thinh thodng lai co giat, run ray.

Chu Bong Nam 0m c0, dwong nhu anh moi mét, phan &ng cham chap,
nhung anh van cyc lyc gitt cho y thiee tinh tdo. Tt tir, anh cam gidc dugc
mot ban tay mém mai dat trén canh tay minh.

Anh nghe dwoc tiéng no6i ciia Thanh Van nhe nhang nhw béng tuyét
bay phét pho ngoai ctra so, gié théi qua da bay bién. Cho nén anh nin thé,
chang dam kinh déng, im lang lang nghe c6 goi anh.

“A Nam...”

Néu nhv Iic nay Thanh Van quay dau lai, c6 sé thdy duwgc khuon mat
do cua Chu Bong Nam xuat hién biéu cdm hiém c6. Nhung c6 khong quay
lai, cho nén c6 chi cé thé cdm giac duwgc dau Chu Pong Nam vui that sau
vao c6 minh.

Chu Bong Nam 6m chat 1ay Thanh Van, 6m that chat.

Ngoai khu nha, dudi bau troi téi tam lanh 180 c6 mét chiéc xe con mau
den yén tinh dirng trong san. Troi dan sang xe mdi twr tw 1ai di.
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A NAM

Twentine

www.dtv-ebook.com
Chuong 45
“Co6 muon an gi khong?”

Hau nhu cd dém khong ngu, lic gan sang Chu Bong Nam cat 1oi
trudc, hoi Thanh Van c6 doi bung khong.

“Khong doéi.”
Thanh Van ngta khong du giac, tinh than cé chit ué odi.

Chu Bong Nam nghe thdy lién xoay mdt Thanh Van lai, ké dén:
“Khoéng doi that ha?”

Thanh Van khé tat anh mot cai: “Mu6n an thi anh tw an di.”
Chu Bong Nam that sy ngoi day: “T6i phai an gi dd, lat nita con phai
di lam.”

Thanh Van ndam nham mat nghi ngoi trén goéi mém, nghe thay 1oi anh
lién quay dau lai: “Chu Pong Nam, anh rdanh qua ha? Mot ngay m6t dém
khong ngu, bay gio con mudn di ra ngoai chay xe 6m kiém song. Anh thiéu
tién 1am sao?”

Chu Béng Nam von dang ngbi bén giwvong cam giay lén, nghe thiy
cau hoi day tham y ctia Thanh Van lién quay nguwoi lai, canh tay dai veon
ra kéo c6 dén.

“Lam gi?” — Ca dém khong ngt, mat Thanh Van cam thdy cay cay,
giong noi cling khong tot.
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Anh cti dau hon o, mut 1ay moi c6 giong nhw dang muit nwdc trai cay,
mut xong cling khong doi moi di, ké sat c6 noi: “Goi téi la A Nam!”

Anh vira n6i vira véo miii Thanh Van, lai n6i: “... Giong nhw khi nay

»

vay.

Thanh Van cam giac dwgc mat Chu Bong Nam hoi kho, khde moi con
bi niit da. Ky ttc thud ban dau lai tran vé, trén cau Phong Vi, c6 vuot ve
lwng anh, toan than anh tron lang, twa nht non nwéc ban Pong, min mang
va diu dang.

Trong long Thanh Van hoi nang né, ¢6 nhin anh, néi ro ra.
“A Nam, d6 toi dua cho anh, anh cé thay khong?”

Chu Bong Nam gat dau mot cai khé néi: “Thay.”

“Viy...”

“Thanh Van!” — Chu Bong Nam ngat 10i c6, doi mat den lay dudi
chan may rdm trong an tinh lai 6n hoa — “T6i da quen lam viéc ro6i.”

“S6 cuc phai khong?”
Chu Péng Nam lai hon Thanh Van mot cai, di xudng givong.

“Trong nha con thitc an khong?” — Anh vira n6i vira di vé phia phong
bép.

Thanh Van nam trén givong noi: “Trong tu con c6 mot hdp chdo Bat
Béo.”

Chu Dong Nam an lién hai chén chdo Bat Bdo md&i méac 4o phao 16ng
vi roi di.
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Thanh Van dwa anh dén ctta, Chu BDéng Nam n6i: “Em ngt mot 1at di,
mét moi qua r6i.”

“Vay sao anh khong ngu?”

“Um... Théi, em khong mudn ngu thi dirng ngu, to6i di ddy.” — Chu
Pong Nam ditng & ctra lai b6 sung mot cau — “Lan sau t6i lai dén tim em.”

Thanh Van dong ctra lai, nghe thiy tiéng “ting” bao hiéu thang may
den.

Lic Chu Bong Nam ra khéi nha la ndm gio sang, hom nay thoi tiét
Bac Kinh van mu swong nhw binh thwdng. Pa nam gio sang ma trdi van t6i
den, chi c6 mot chit anh sdng mong lung mo ho.

Puong pho im ang.

Chu Bong Nam roi khéi can phong am 4ap, bi gi6 lanh théi lién kéo c6
ao cao lén mot chut. Anh tim dugce xe may ctia minh, leo 1én chay di.

Giao thong Bac Kinh duwgc quén ly rat chat ché, cho du la rang sang
anh cling khong dam trang tron 1ai theo tuyén dwong chinh. Chu Bong Nam
ré vao mot con duong nho, di vé phia nha minh.

Con dwong trong trdi. Gitta chg va khu nha Chu Bong Nam song c6
mot con ngd khong cé den, dén ctia chiéc xe mdy toi tan cta anh ciing
chang c6 tac dung. Anh c6 hét kha nang, 1ai cham lai trong con ngo.

Lic sdp dén khu nha, Chu BDong Nam bong cam giac khong duwgc binh
thwong. Ngay sau cdm gidc nay xuat hién thi mét bong ngwoi tir bén canh
lao ra, kéo canh tay anh.

Tay Chu Déng Nam con dang cam tay lai, bi ga kia vira kéo da mat di
thang bang, chan khong kip chong xudng dat, ngudi nga thang xuong. May
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ma anh con nhanh nhay, lic xe d6 xuong 1ap titc nhay ra ngoai, khong dé
xe de 1én chan.

Xe gan may mat di nguwoi diéu khién, do trén mat dat lai con trugt vé
phia tredc chirng nira mét nita mdi dung lai.

Chu Péng Nam gio tay mudn hat tay ga kia ra. Nhwng ngudi dén ro
rang khong phai loai dé dang c6 thé dubi di. Chu Péng Nam hat mot ci van
khong vung ra dugc.

Anh vung canh tay lén lan nita, dung sitc manh hon, canh tay kéo anh
bi hat di mot chat. Nhung vao lic nay, chan Chu Bong Nam khuy xudng,
phia sau c6 nguwdi dap that manh vao khép goi anh.

Lai thém hai nguwoi dén, 16i 4o Chu Bong Nam, 1ap titc kéo 1é anh vao
ngo sau. Troi van am u, trong ngo lai cang t6i dén mic khong thay ré dugc
nam ngon tay.

Chu Bong Nam bi day vao twong, mot gidy sau lién bi mot ci dam
that manh. Anh kéu 1én mdt tiéng, 6m 1dy bung. Ngwoi vay danh anh khong
nhac dau anh 1én, chi vo vao 6t anh.

“Me kiép may ngoan c6 qua nhi!”

Nguoi vo vao 6t anh la ké ditng dau. Ga thap hon Chu Dong Nam
nhiéu, nhung thé trang kha trang kién, giong noi ro rang khong phai dan
Béac Kinh. Béi vi troi qua t6i, khong thay ro twéng mao cta ga, nhung Chu
Pong Nam biét r6 ga trong nhu thé nao. Bdi cach day khong 1au, vao ban
ngay ga cling da dén tim anh.

“L0i tao noi v6i may, may co nghe khong ha?”

Loi n6i bat man vira thot ra thi bén canh lai c6 ngwdoi thuan thé dam
vao bung Chu Pong Nam mot cu. Lwng Chu Bong Nam doi vao vach
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twong, anh gam 1én mat tiéng hat manh ngudi kia ra. Sttc lwc anh khéng
nho, nguwdi dé dé dang bi day ra vai budc. Nhung du c6 manh thé nao ciing
khong thé danh lai nhiéu nguwdi, anh vira phan khang thi déi phwong 1ap tic
vay danh.

“Dung danh mat! Panh vao nguoi no thoi.”

Chinh la ké Iun diéng dau khi ndy ho 1én. Nhitng nguwoi nay néi trang
ra la Ivu manh, c6 diéu bon ho manh hon bon du con dau dwong x6 chg
mot chut, bon ho 1a c6 t6 chitc. C6 to chitc, c6 ké cam dau, co ké hoach,
chitng té chuyén nay khong phai la bon ho kich dong nhat thoi, ma 1a ra tay
c6 chirng muc, can dén dau thi sé dén do.

Chu Béng Nam ciing hiéu diéu nay, anh cang phan khang thi bon ho
cang khong tha. Cho nén anh che c6, khong danh lai, can rang chiu dung.
Qua nhién bon ho danh mot hoi thi ngtrng lai, tén Itin cam dau kia kéo Chu
Pbong Nam lén.

“Luc trwdc tao nbéi véi may, may cho rang bon tao noéi dua phai
khong?” — Ga nam c6 4o Chu Bong Nam — “Bdo may roi khéi Bac Kinh cé
nghe hay khong?”

Chu Poéng Nam cui dau, chang hé dap mot cau.

Tén lun cwdi mot tiéng, noi nira dua niva that: “May khong mua noi vé
xe thi may anh mua cho may mot vé.”

Pam nguoi vay quanh chi lo trong chirng Chu Bong Nam, nghe thay
101 noi cua tén lun cling khong cuwoi va khong nhuc nhich. Tén lun ndi xong

vé mat tir tir sa sam.

“Néu may mua noéi ma con khong di thi do6 la tw may gay chuyén day!”
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“Ai sai... khu khu...” — M6t hé6i lau, Chu Dong Nam méi vat va cat
10i, khap ngudi bi danh thwong tich khién anh ho khan vai tiéng, anh che
miéng lai c6 nén mot lic méi khé noéi — “La ai sai cac nguwdi dén?”

Lai bi dap m6t ci, Chu BDéng Nam khong c6 sttc chong d& nira, lién
quy nguoi xudng.

Tén lun ngo6i tredc mat anh noéi: “Ping thdy cho may chit s dién ma
lam tGi!”

“... Ai sai cac nguoi dén?” — Tiéng Chu Bong Nam nho dén mic
khong thé nhé hon nita — “Han tén gi, anh bao han dich than dén tim t6i!”

“Me kiép, lam t&i ha?!”

Tén lun chwi tuc, thic dau goéi vao ngwe Chu Bong Nam. Cudi cung
Chu Péng Nam khong chiu dwgc, quy rap xuong dat.

Tén lun con giam 1én nguwdi anh, bén canh c6 nguwai khé 16i ga lai. Tén
lun ngitng n6i nong, dwa ra mot ngoéon tay, chi vao dau Chu Pong Nam:
“Cham ngon noi thé nao, ‘qua tam ba ban’ ding khong? Lan nay néu may
khong nghe 161 khuyén thi 1an sau sé khong chi vay thoi dau!”

No6i xong ga ditng 1én, dan may tén khac nhat may cay gay & ven
duong, di dén cho xe Chu Pong Nam bi do, vung gay bat dau dap pha.

Chiéc xe may toi tan cia Chu Pong Nam la hang xai r6i, binh thuong
lai cam giac cling khong chac chan, chi dirtng néi 1a bi ngwoi ta luan phién
dap pha nhw vay. Chi trong choc 1at, chiéc xe gan may da héng nang. May
ten do xoay xoay ba vai, ném gay bo di.

Chu B6ng Nam nam trong ngd hém tdi tam, tran guc trén mat dat lanh
180, thd hon hén. Mot ngay mot dém anh chwa nghi ngoi, tinh than da dén
muc cwe han. Hién tai bi ngwoi ta danh mot tran, thwong tich ¢ bung tac
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dong dén phu tang bén trong, cudi cung anh chong hai tay 1én dat non khan
vai cai.

Hon séau gid, rot cudc chan troi da bat dau hirng sang. Chu Bong Nam
ngoi day, tira vao twong, moi mot 1an hit thd déu c6 mot lan hoi trang xda
toa ra noi khoe miéng, nhanh chéng tan di.

Troi lanh 180 dwong nhu khién cho dau dén trén ngudi déu bi dong
bang chét lang. Chu Bong Nam ty n6i tham vd&i minh, khéng dwoc ngu,
khong dwoc ngu, ngu & day sé xdy ra chuyén. Nhwng mi mat anh van khéng
kim dwgc nham lai.

Trong lic mo ho, dwdng nhw anh nhin thay gi d6. Non xanh nuwéc biéc,
sudi can cau nhd, c6 bong mot 6 gai mo ho divng trén cau ma cwdi. Nhung
hinh anh kia nhanh chéng bdc chdy, ngon ltta hitng hwe dot sach cay cau,
khong chtra lai chat tro tan. Bong dang c6 gai da sém bién mat, trong ngon
Itra chi con mo6i minh anh.

Chu B6ng Nam cau may, miéng thd hon hén tirng hoi, nhung anh van
cam thay thd gap kho khan, gan c6 anh han 1én, hai tay lay dong...

“Nay...!”
Duong nhu 6 ngwoi dang goi anh.
“Nay... nay... nay?”

Tiéng noi cang lic cang vang, khong phdi la dwong nhw ma la that sy
c6 nguwoi dang goi anh.

“Qi chao! Sao anh ngi ¢ day? Cé phai 1a anh uéng nhiéu qua khong?
Ngu & day sé chét cong day! Nay! Chu bong Nam...!”
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Chu Bong Nam choang mé mat. Lwu Giai Chi doi mét chiéc mii bong
hinh vién keo, trén d6 con c6 mét qua cau 16n, né lay dong theo dong tac
cua co ta.

Vé mat Luu Giai Chi lo lang, d6i mat to tron trgn that 16n. Co ra sic
lay ba vai Chu Bong Nam: “Khong sao chit? Tinh nao! Nhanh tinh lai nao,
nhanh tinh lai nao!”

Chu Bong Nam bi c0 ta lay cham phai vét thwong dau dén, anh gat tay
O ta ra, ty minh vin twong tw tww ding léen.

“Anh bi sao vay?” — Luu Giai Chi ndi — “Cé phai la anh uéng nhiéu
qua khong? Anh nam ¢ day da bao lau r6i? C6 can dén bénh vién khong?”

Co ta hoi lién thanh, Chu Bong Nam chang hé trad 16i mot cau. Anh
khé néi cdm on r6i quay nguwdi di ra ngoai.

Luu Giai Chi vo cung bat man. C6 ta bat chdp nguy co di lam tré dén
xem anh thé nao, néu khong phai c6 ta nhan ra dwgc chiéc xe tan ta & clta
khu nha thi da chang cha y dén trong con hém con c6 mot ngudi dang nam.

Troi lanh thé nay nam & ngoai duwong sé chét cong mat. Nghi dén day
Luu Giai Chi cang bat man, cdng thém chuyén lic tredc Chu BDong Nam
khuan vali cho c6 con doi tién, Lwu Giai Chi n6i néng, cat budc chay dung
dung dén treéc mat Chu Bong Nam.

“T6i néi nay, anh té thai do gi vay ha?” — Lwu Giai Chi n6i — “T6i la
nguoi citu anh day, anh lam vay la sao?”

Chu Pong Nam di dén bén canh chiéc xe may. Chiéc xe da bi dap
thanh déng sat vun, khong thé stt dung dugc nita. Anh hoi khom lwng, r6i
tlr t* ngoi xom xudng.

“Cam on co!”
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Luu Giai Chi nghe thay tiéng Chu Pong Nam néi that khé. O géc do
nay c6 chi cé thé nhin thdy anh dang rii dau nhin chiéc xe may hong. Bat
chgt, nhitng cau ndi oan gian tiép theo cta c6 bong khong thé thot ra duwgc
nira.

Luu Giai Chi ng6i bén canh anh, do duv mé& 16i: “Anh, xe cia anh bi
sao vay?”

Chu Pong Nam khong 1én tiéng.

Lwu Giai Chi nhich nhich qua phia chiéc xe mdy, n6i: “Tong phdi ai a?
Sao anh chay vao con hém kia vay?”

Chu bong Nam chéng tay vao goi, ti tv ditng 1én: “Khong c6 gi.” —
Anh n6i — “Khong can than thoi.”

Anh dung xe 1én, kéo dén trong goc, méc chia khéa ra cam vao xe.
Luu Giai Chi cling di dén néi: “Anh khéa xe dé lam gi nita? Anh dirng dua,
xe nay khong thé dung dwgc nita ddu. Anh cé tin la chi can anh vira chay ra
dwong la lap titc cé canh sat dén bat anh khong?”

Tay Chu Béng Nam khyng lai, sau do tir tr buéng xudng. Hai tay anh
cam vao tui do, cidi dau di vé nha. Lwu Giai Chi chay dén vo anh mot cai,

két qua lam Chu Béng Nam suyt nga quy.

Luwu Giai Chi nhin nhin tay minh, lai nhin anh chdam cham: “Anh con
chwa tinh rwgu a?”

Co0 budc dén tredec mat Chu BDong Nam, vira nhin thdy vé mat dau dén
cua anh lai giat ca minh: “Pa xay ra chuyén gi? Suc tay toi...”

“Khong sao.” — Chu Pong Nam lac dau 1é budc chan di 1én lau.

“Co can toi diu anh khong?” — Lwu Giai Chi néi.
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“Khong can.”

“Khong thé nao noi chuyén dugc...” — Lwu Giai Chi ditng phia sau
tron mat nhin bong Iwng anh — “DPau 6c c6 van dé sao?”

Co lai cui dau liéc nhin dong ho lién ho to 1én, vo cung lo lang chay ra
khoi khu nha.
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Thanh Van ditng tredc quay da kha 1au. Cé6 mac chiéc do khoac tay
loa kén sam mau, dudi c6 ao la chiéc co thon dai, gwong mat trang tréo
xinh xan. C6 mang doi giay gét nhon, mdt bén vai deo tdi da, hai tay mang
gang dut vao trong tudi 4o, 16 ra bén ngoai co tay vién 16ng.

Nguwdi ban c4 ¢ hang phia sau da nhin c6 cham cham that lau. Di nhién
nguwoi doi dién cling da nhin ¢6 that 1au. Chu Béng Nam bé dau que da
chon xong vao tui gitp ba cy, ba cu nheo mat dém tién ca ntra phit. Sau do
ba cam tui dau que, run lap cap di thang vé phia trwdc. Anh quay dau lai,
héi Thanh Van lan th sdu: “Em ding day lam gi?”

Thanh Van cling hoc ba cu vira r6i, nheo mat lai. Long may c6 nhu vé,
mat dai nhd, béng mat mau nau sam dwdi anh den tran sang chéi caa khu
chg cang trong c6 vé quyén rii hon.

Trong chg c6 rat nhiéu ngwdi qua lai, nhung c6 chi nhin anh cham
cham. B6i mat nheo lai mang theo tham y. Chu BPong Nam cti dau nhin
dong khoai tdy. Thanh Van bwéc 1én hai budc, di dén tredc quay hang.
Quay hang dugc thiét ké bén trong cao hon bén ngoai mot bac, dé thuc
pham duwgc bay theo hinh swon ndi, tién cho khach lwa chon. Thanh Van
thuan theo dé doc nhin 1én, thdy cdim Chu Pong Nam dang banh ra.

“Nay!” — Thanh Van khé kéu.
Chu Bong Nam hoi ngwdc mat: “Ha?”

Thanh Van néi: “Anh c6 thé néi cho t6i biét anh dang lam gi khong?”
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Chu Bong Nam hat hat cam giong nhuv ra hiéu cho c6 vay. Nhung
Thanh Van van nhin anh cham cham, Chu Bong Nam danh lang lang néi:
“To6i ban thic an.”

Thanh Van hit sdu mot hoi, quay dau nhin xung quanh mét vong. Chg
on ao tiéng ngwoi, hién tai chinh la gio tan tam cao diém, rat nhiéu nguoi
lao dong sau khi tan viéc di ngang qua chg déu phai ghé vao mua it thitc an
vé nha lam com t6i. Xung quanh huyén ndo, tiéng chon thitc an, tiéng mac
ca vang léen lién tuc, khong ngirng. Co khé hit vao, mui rau qud, khoai lang,
cua Oc, thit bo... day vi am thyc nhan gian.

Hom nay Thanh Van tan sé rat sém, ldc roi khoi cong ty c6 bong bot
phat y twdng muon dén gap Chu Bong Nam. Khi lai xe dén dudi lau nha
anh méi phat hién ra khéng c6 ngwdi & nha, goi dién thoai héi thi nghe thay
tiéng nguwdi ¢ chg. Co von cho rang anh dang di chg, khéng ngo la dén ban
rau cu.

“Sao anh lai chay dén day ban rau?”

“Khong c6 gi, trung hop thoi.”

Anh lam viéc luon luon theo cach cua minh. Liuc @ Quy Chau, Thanh
Van da hiéu rat r, c6 khéng quan tdm dén van dé anh doi nghé nita, héi:
“May gio anh...”

Thanh Van nghi lai, quyét dinh dung tir nghiém tic mot chit: “May
gio tan viéc?”

“Bay gio rudi.” — Chu Béng Nam no6i — “Co diéu don sém ciling
duwgc.”

“Puoc, toi cho anh.”
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Nguoi ban hang xung quanh déu nhin c6 gai ditng trweéc hang rau cu,
chi c6 méi Chu Pong Nam thi khong. Anh hoi mat tw nhién, dinh dudi c6
di, nhung tiéng néi nhu bi nghen lai. Thanh Van c6 chit thich thia véi tinh
trang nay cda anh, lam nhu khong thdy, moéc gi dé ra khoi tdi. Vira liéc mat
da thay trén twong treo bién cam hat thudc, lai quay dau nhin Chu Bong
Nam dang don hét chd y vao dong khoai tay, c6 biu moi cat thudc 14 di.

Bay gio, Thanh Van bat dau hdi thic anh.
“Dung lam nita!”

(13 »

“Pén gio roi, thu don di!”
“Anh nhin toi lam gi?”
“Poi chut nita di.”

Thanh Van muén hit thudc, c6 thang nguwdi 1én: “T6i di ra ngoai cho
anh.”

Thanh Van vita méi di, chu quay bén canh Chu Péng Nam lap titc
chay dén, hoi anh vGi vé mat to mo: “Ai vay?”

Chu Bong Nam cui dau ghi lai s6 sach hom nay, thuan miéng néi: “Vg

A9y

tol.

“O1” — Nguwoi d6 ngoai kinh ngac ra con cé chiit khong tin, danh gia
anh ti trén xudng dudi — “Nguoi anh em, kha nhi!”

Chu Béng Nam khong noi gi, cét tién chuan bi don hang. Vira magi liéc
mat lai thay tridc hang c6 mot nguwdi dang ditng, Chu Bong Nam theo phéan
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xa héi mudn mua gi, nguwdi do tir tr trd 10i: “Mua con me may do!”

Chu Pong Nam ngang dau 1én, lai la tén lun kia. Theo phén xa, anh
nhin vé phia xa, khong biét Thanh Van dang hut thuéc ¢ dau, ding day
khong thay dugc ¢6. Chu Bong Nam ha giong: “Anh muén lam gi?”

“Nguoi anh em, 10i nay ctia may nghe xa la qua.” — Tén lun vay vay
tay — “Dén day, qua bén kia.”

Chu Béng Nam thoang ngap ngting, sau do bé tién vao tidi o, néi vai
ngwoi cht quay bén canh: “Tréng gitp t6i mot chit.”

Sau d6 lién di theo tén lun kia. Bi qua may quay ban hai séan, lai bang
qua khu vire ban thit, tén lun dat anh dén cau thang cudi chg. Chg gom hai
tang, tang hai la nha dan. Mat sau c6 16i di 1én lau khac, thuwong ngay cau
thang nay rat it ai dung dén, chat day thung xo6p rong cta khu ban thyc
pham twoi song, boc mui cad néng nac.

Ctra cau thang dong lai, khong khi 1ap tic yén tinh. Tén lun khong voi
néi chuyén, tredc tién rut mot diéu thuéc. Chu Pong Nam liéc nhin xung
quanh. Tén lun thdy vay cudi mot tiéng khinh thwong réi néi: “Khéng can
nhin, khong c6 ai dau, h6m nay chi minh tao dén thoi.”

Anh mit Chu Péng Nam quay tré vé phia tén lun, gi lai khé noi:
“H6m nay khong phai dén danh nhau.”

Ga vira n6i vira nghiéng dau nhin Chu Béng Nam, thé dai, néi: “May
cling gidi that, dap hv xe may thi may doi thanh ban rau. Néu dap ludn

quay nay thi may con lam gi nita?”

Mat Chu Bong Nam t6i den nhw myc néi: “Cac ngudi dirng lam loan,
con lam loan nita to6i bado canh sat day.”
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Tén lun chang hé s¢ hai, doi mat chuot nhin cham cham Chu Bo6ng
Nam, n6i: “Tui tao lam gi ma may bao canh sat? Chi can tao néi btra gi do
thoi cling c6 thé tré thanh s that day. Hién tai tao choi me may thi sao? Cé
phai la may cling muon bao canh sat khong?”

Chu Bong Nam cau chdt may: “Anh thtt néi bay ba nita xem.”

Tén lun cudi khay, roéi néi tham mot cau “sg qua”. Miéng ga ngam
thudc 14, hat mot hoi méi ngang dau nhin Chu BDéng Nam lan nita. Lic nay
lai c6 chut chan thanh nhin anh noi: “Nguoi anh em, tao noi that véi may
do, di di.”

Chu Bong Nam khong ndi 16i nao.

“Pan ong khong chiu thiét tredc mat, may ¢ day ngoan co cha dugc

gi.,’
Tén lun vira néi vira ldy mot mon do trong tdi ra dwa dén. Chu Bong
Nam nhin, d6 la mot tam thé.

“Nao, khong phai 1a vi cai nay sao?” — D6i mat tén lun sang quac, nhw
hoan toan nhin thau Chu Bong Nam thudc dang ngwoi nhw ga — “May dirng
néi khéng can vdi tao, tao ciing khong danh khong may. Mat ma la sau so
sau, trong thé c6 muoi lam triéu té. May ¢ v&i nguwoi dan ba kia bao lau co
ta cling khong cho may duwgc nhiéu nhw vay dau.”

Ga no6i xong cling khong hit thudc nita, chd Chu Béng Nam tra 10i.
Mui ca tanh xung quanh cang nong ndac hon. Khong 1au sau, Chu Bong
Nam dwa tay cam 14y tam thé, sau d6 nhin cham chd dén xuat than.

Tén lun khé thé dai mot tiéng: “Lam vay la ding r6i.”

Sau do6 ga lai dua diéu thudc 1én moi, rit sdu vao mot hoi, diéu thude
chay hét cd mdt nita.
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Mang theo vé nhe nhom vi da hoan thanh nhiém vu, ga vo vo vai Chu
Pong Nam, néi c6 chiit chua chét: “Nhin chwa ra a, may sé con thay xa hon
nita. May nhin c6 vai ct da 1ay dugc dén céi gia nay, me kiép, may nhin cé
vai lan ma duoc hon chuc triéu, ché chét that!”

Chu Bong Nam van im lang, ditng d6 ngay ra nhw phong. Tén lun
nghi chac d6 gio anh chwa tirng c6 dwgce nhiéu tién nhw vay nén nhat thoi
kinh hai. Ga nhin Chu Pong Nam mang dd&c hanh kia, khong nhin dvgc
ghen ghét, nhac chan dap mot cai: “Nay, may khong cam thay tién nay bon
tao cting c6 mot phan cong lao a?”

Chu Pong Nam nhin g3, tén lun lai nhwéng may, tran day nép nhan:
“Nguoi anh em, bay gid may giau roi c6 phdi la nén chia chac mot chut
khong?”

Chu Poéng Nam lay lai tinh than.
“Khong cho!” — Anh noi.

Tén lun swgng madt, trong long titc tdi, dinh ra tay danh anh theo ban
nang, nhung nhd lai luc trede da duge nguoi kia dan do nén chi danh nén
gian. Ga cuwoi khay mot tiéng, néi véi thai do tho 16: “Cam r6i thi ctt nhanh
di, con day dwa nita chang nhitng khong lay dugc tién ma con béo mang
day!”

Noi xong tén lun di swgt qua Chu Pong Nam, dung that manh vao
nguoi anh.

Chu bong Nam cam thé trong tay nhin mot hoi, sau dé cat chiéc thé
muoi lam triéu vao cung dong tién 1é gan mot tram dong méi ban rau ca
khi ndy, quan lai mot vong r6i cho vao trong ti.

Khi tr@ vé quay, ngudi dan 6ng quay bén canh trong ho hang hoi anh:
“Sao vay? Ai thé?”
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Chu Poéng Nam lac dau: “Khong sao.”
“Trong ga do hung tgn qua!”

Chu Bong Nam thu don d6 xong, néi: “Khong sao, cdm on anh da
trong giup toi.”

“0, khong c6 gi.” — Ngudi kia quay sang bén canh chép miéng — “Anh
mau di di, ngudi ta doi 1au réi day.”

Tai ctta chg cach d6 muwoi may mét, Thanh Van dang lang lang ding.
Déang vé co ding yén ldng trong gidng nhw mot sgi 16ng vii nhon mau den,
c6 don trong gio rét, lanh lung chd dgi diéu gi do.

Chu Béng Nam mac 4o phao 16ng vii, quan khan quang co, di vé phia

“Poi bung chwa?” — Anh héi co.

“Chwa doi 1am.” — Hai nguoi vira di ra ngoai Thanh Van vira noi —
“Anh déi bung chwa, muon an gi?”

Chu Bong Nam liéc nhin c6, Thanh Van néi: “T6i mdi com, cé di hay
khong?”

“Veé nha an.”

Chu Pong Nam gio tay 1én, cho co6 thay tui rau cai va thit minh dang
cam.

Thanh Van mang vé mat khinh thwong: “Anh 1dy trom trong tiém cta
minh a?”

“Khong phai 1ay trém.” — Chu BDéng Nam néi — “Quay do la t6i trong
gitup ngudi khac, vg ctia chu quay sap sinh con. T6i trong hang gitp anh ta,
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moi ngay nau com c6 thé 14y chit thitc an & tiém ve.”
“Chung t6i da n6i véi nhau roi.” — Anh lai bo sung.
Thanh Van thay hoi quéi la, nhin anh cham cham: “Anh vira dén Bac

Kinh khong lau, ngay cd vg cua cht quay rau trong chg sap sinh con ma
cling biét?”

Chu Bong Nam binh tinh no6i: “T6i ting giao hang cho ho, nén c6 tan
gau qua.”

Puong chg khong sach sé lam, bén dwdi c6 ca ré cay va rau qua ung.
Thanh Van theo Chu Bong Nam buwdc di trén con duong nho, im lang mot
hoi, bong nhién c6 cam giac khong ding lam. Co dirng buwdc lai héi Chu
Pbong Nam: “Xe may ctua anh dau, hom nay khong chay a?”

“U, di bo thdi, dit sao ciing gan nha.” — Chu Péng Nam chép mét noi
— “Xe ctia em do ¢ dau?”

“Duwdi lau nha anh.”

Trong chép mat nay, qua khée mat Chu Pong Nam liéc nhin vé phia
doi dién con dwong, tai cira mot trung tam vé so nhd, anh lai thay tén lun
kia lan nita. Ga kep diéu thuéc ditng trong dam nguwdi mua vé s6, mac bo
do6 mau xam, nhin vo cung binh thuong.

Tén lun nham hiém nhin anh cham cham.
“Sao vay?” — Thanh Van hoi rat nhe, vé mat than nhién.

Trong khoanh khac Chu Béng Nam doi mat khéi tén lun kia nhin vé
phia Thanh Van, bong anh cam gidc xung quanh rat yén tinh. C6 con gié
thoi qua, sgi téc den nhanh cta c6 bay 1én che di tam mat, r6i mém mai ra
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theo do cong cua gwong mat. Co rut vai, qua c¢6 do khodc c6 thé nhin thay
chiéc co thon tha can déi.

Khéng biét c6 phai do phu nit thich dep hay khong, mua dong gia rét
nhw vay nhung moi lan ¢6 xudt hién déu an mac phong phanh, 40 mong
giay don va moi ao khodc mau den. Cho du lanh dén m6i tim tai, mat xanh
mét nhung van c6 chap.

“That giong con qua den...” — Anh khé néi.
“Gi ha?”

Chu Pong Nam gio tay 1én, cdi khan quang c6 ra. Thanh Van cau may
lai. Mot tay anh cam tdi thitc an nén chi c6 thé quan khan quang c6 cho co6
bang tay con lai. Khan quang co6 rat dai, sau khi quan xong con thtra lai hai
bén ru xuodng, trong rat giong véi Hitra Van Cuong trong phim Bén Thuong
Hai.

Chu Dong Nam ciing cam thdy qudn nhuw vay chang khac gi khong
quan, nén lai gio tay lén quan thém mot vong. Két qua la anh quan qua au,
quet vao nita bén mat ctia Thanh Van, téc co cling bi lam roi.

Vwra quet bén nay xong, Chu Bong Nam lai quet trung phia bén kia.

Thanh Van khéng nhin dugc nita, c6 kéo khan quang c6, 10 ra doi mat gian

~,

di.
“Chu bong Nam!”

Chu Bong Nam thay rot cudc c6 da c6 dong tinh, lién tha tay xudng
noi: “Ty em quang di.”

Thanh Van htr mot tiéng khong noéi 10i nao, cam khan quang co ty
minh quan lai.
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Cach quan khan quang c6 cta dan 6ng va phu nit khac nhau. Sau khi
Thanh Van quan xong, c6 van 10 ra mot mang 16n, Chu Bong Nam noi:
“Nhuw vay chi bang ding quang!”

Thanh Van cho hai tay vao tti 4o, di vé phia tredc: “ba am r6i.”

Di vai budc co phat hién anh khéng dudi theo, Thanh Van quay dau:
“Lam gi thé, di thoi!”

Chu Béng Nam cét buéc, di séng vai mot hoéi, anh im lang kéo tay
Thanh Van qua. Thanh Van chép mat nhin anh, con anh chi nhin duwong.
Trong gié lanh, duong nhw c6 ngudi dang ché nhao, tiéng cudi khinh
thuwong va kéo dai.

Anh chang hé dé y, chi nam that chat ban tay gay guoc kia, di thang vé
phia nha minh.
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“Cu vay trude di da.”

Tiéng néi Tao Khai dé nén rat khé, goi dién thoai xong, anh ta cuip
may, ti tir duoi thang ngwai. That lung c6 chit khé chiu.

DPay la nha hang Nhat hang sang, trén chiéc tatami trong phong riéng
rong rai c6 hai chiéc ban vuéng va ghé dwa déu la may tre dan. Dang nguoi
béo bung nhw Tao Khai that sy cam thu loai ghé nay dén tan xwong tuy.
Nhung Ly Van Sung lai thich nha hang nay, moéi lan dén day ong déu noi
v6i Tao Khai coi nhw 1a cau tap thé hinh di.

Nhan vién phuc vu buwdc vao ctra, bung hai dia cua hoang dé wép da
vao roi di ra ngoai.

“An di, con ngay ra d6 lam gi?”
Ly Van Sung cam ldy cang mot con cua, n6i véi Tao Khai.
“Da, duoc a.”

Tao Khai cling cam con cua Ién, anh ta binh tinh liéc nhin vé mdt Ly
Van Sung. Tac phong 6ng luén binh 6n, anh ta quan sat mét chit cam thay
tam trang Ly Van Sung dwong nhw van kha tot, nén cham chwéce cat 1.

“Ly tong, tén kia, tién... da 14y r6i.”
Khung canh trong nha hang yén ldng, tiéng nhac nhw c6 nhu khéng,

Ly Van Sung khong n6i mot 10i.
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“Nhung ma, em nghe ngudi ta néi...”

Tao Khai dwa tay so so 10 miii, giong nhuw khong biét phai md 16i thé
nao.

Ly Van Sung khé nhiu may néi: “C6 gi thi c ndi, ré ra!”
Tao Khai néi: “Téi nay chi Thanh di tim han.”
Ly Van Sung an cua khong thich cham twong, dung cong cu kep chiéc

cang to chac, rac mot tiéng, 16 ra thit cua trang phau bén trong, huwong vi
twoi song lan téa.

Tao Khai néi tiép: “Luc chi Thanh di tim ngwoi dan 6ng do, em goi
cho nguai vira gap han, han da cam tién, nhung ldc di ra ngoai han lai dan
chi Thanh theo.”

Anh ta n6i, mat van khong roi khoéi mat Ly Van Sung. Ly Van Sung
cwoi khe khé, khong thay co vé tirc gian, c6 diéu cudi dwge mot lic mach
mau ngay huyét thai dwong noi 1én, kéo thang dén dau 16ng may, né 16i han
1én giong nhuv mot con giun dang udn éo.

“Thoéang cai da bao nhiéu nam r6i nhi?” — Ly Van Sung cwoi ha ha
noi.

Ong cudi xong, khée mai khé nhéch 1én, 4nh mit t6i tam.
“Muoi hai nam r6i, vay ma van chang hé c6 chut tién bo.”

Ngoai phong vang lén tiéng dan ba day vui vé, tiéng dan va tiéng sdo
phoi hgp c6 cdm gidc khong hgp nhau. Tao Khéi biét Ly Van Sung noéi
chuyén gi. Muoi hai nam trwdc, Thanh Van vi mot nguwoi dan ong ma mot
than mot minh dén tha do. ..
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“Ngay ca tén cling hoi giong nhau.” — Ly Van Sung néi xa xam —
“Vuong Té Nam, Chu bong Nam... Ha...!”

Tuy la tiéng cwoi nhung nghe rat lanh lung. Tao Khai nhéch moi,
khong nhin dugc ngam nghi tirng chit mot. Khong ngo da qua 1au nhu vay,
Ly Van Sung van con nhé rd. Anh ta con cho rdng 6ng da sém quén mat
tén dan ong chan may gay kia roi.

Vwong Té Nam cling cam tién ctia Ly Van Sung. Bao nhiéu nhi? Tao
Khai khong nhé nita. Giong v6i Chu Pong Nam, han ta 1ay tién xong cling
van muon di tim Thanh Van. Nhung han ta khong may man nhw Chu Pong
Nam, con chwa kip gap Thanh Van thi da bi bat. Giam ntta nam, Vuong Té
Nam bi bénh chét trong tu.

Tao Khai rii mat, doi mat véi cao lwong my vi bay day trén ban chang
hé c6 khau vi. Tiéng n6i Ly Van Sung nhu an gidu hang nghin hang van
con dong, moi cau moi chir déu vang vong tirng hoi.

“Long tham khong day, han cho rang gitr dugc nguwoi dan ba la da om
chat dugc kho bau roi sao?”

Anh mét Ly Van Sung nhin vao mit Tao Khai. Ca ngudi Tao Khai d6
mo hoi, trd 10i cling khong duwgc, ma khong tra 10i cling khong dugc.

Ly Van Stng hoan toan khong dinh nghe Tao Khai tra 15i. Ong nheo

mat lai, nhin xuyén qua Tao Khai,xuyén thau qua huw khong, tira nhw nhin
thdy duwgc mot ngwdi dan 6ng nhw ¢é dai moc ven duong.

“Long tham khong day.” — Ong u 4&m néi — “Ciing khong suy nghi xem
tht kha nang cua minh.”

Tao Khai gat dau, Ly Van Sung lai n6i: “Khéng c6 lrvong tam lam sao
c6 thé that long, cudc doi da phan la luon cai.”
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Ong no6i mot hdi gidng nhw bi ty minh thuyét phuc, khée méi lai né nu
cuoi thodi mai, 6ng nhin vé phia Tao Khai, giong n6i 6n hoa nhu cii.

“Nhitng ké ti tién kia, linh hén cia ho déu trong rong, chi dirng noi
dén tinh cam. Cau n6i xem c6 dung khong?”

Tao Khai im ldng gat dau. Ly Van Sung uéng mot ngum tra.

Cudi cung Tao Khai noi: “Ly tong, han... Ching ta da tim nguwdi ham
doa hai lan, cling titng danh, nhung hinh nhv han déu nhin hét, khong béo
canh sat. Ching ta dap xe han, hién tai han di ban rau ci. Anh néi xem...”

Ly Van Sung thdy hoi buén cudi, nhin Tao Khai: “D6i lai lic cau hai
muoi may tudi, danh cau hai 1an ma cho cdu so6 tién 1én dén tdm chit s6 thi
cau c6 chiu nhin hay khong?”

“Da...!"” — Tao Khai cdi dau, cuoi hi hi.

Ly Van Sung cam khan lau tay, thudn miéng néi: “Tén nay chang khac
gi voi Vuong Té Nam, la thit vit di, that 1a c6 chét cling chét khong xong.”

Tao Khéi cam miéng thit cua trong tay, cling chang nhé dén viéc phai
an. Bat chgt, anh ta nhé ra gi d6, voi vang bo thit cua xuéng, ép bung ké
den.

“Pung r6i, Ly tdng! Con cé chuyén em chwa kip n6i vGi anh.”

Ly Van Sung liéc mat sang, trong long Tao Khai run 1én, n6i: “Chinh
la nit ky gia tredc day, mady hom trwdc vira quay tré lai.”

“Co gai kia a?”

“U, c6 diéu cd ta ciing khong lam gi, chi thué nha gan cong ty chi
Thanh thoi.”
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“Gan cong ty Thanh Van?”
“Pung a, sau hém d6 em bao ngudi dé y mot chit, két qua phat hién

co ta cling thué cung mot tang lau vGi tén ho Chu kia. Hai nguwdi 1a hang

»

xom.
“Vay sao, khéo qua nhi!” — Ly Van Sung trong nhw chang hé lo lang.
Tao Khai noi: “Chu bong Nam kia...”

Nhac t6i cdi tén nay, Ly Van Sung cau may lai theo phan xa, Tao Khai
ngap ngurng réi mdéi noi: “Cé can lai tim nguoi...”

“Ha tat gi!” — Ly Van Sung noi.
Tao Khai strng sét: “Gi a?”

“Han khong mu6n di thi khéng can di.” — Ly Van Sung dwa ngon tay
thon dai chi chi hai céi dia trén ban — “Mudn tach hai mén do ra, chuyén cai
nay khong dugc thi chuyén cai kia di théi.”

Tao Khai noi: “Bén phia chi Thanh...”

Ly Van Sung than nhién néi: “Pan ba suy nghl qua nong can, trong
nhat thoi dé dang bi cam giac lam m& mat, nén khéng nhé duge vét xe do
thi khién cho c6 ta hiéu chuyén la dugc r6i.”

“Chung ta phai lam sao?”

Ly Van Sung tha khan tay xuéng, toc do rat cham, giéng nhw dang suy
nghi gi do.

https://thuviensach.vn



Thit bo ham khoai tdy, bong cdi xao. Chi la hai mén thuwong ngay
nhung Chu Bong Nam lam v6 cung bat mat. Anh nau mot néi com, hon
phan ntra déu vao bung minh. Lic an com Chu Péng Nam thwong cha dé y
gi dén chuyén khac, chi cam cdi ma an, Thanh Van ciing khong quay ray
anh.

Pén khi anh com nuwéc xong, ngang dau khéi bat, Thanh Van md&i
thong tha day bat cia minh qua. Lan nay Chu Pong Nam khong nhan.

“Em an di.” — Anh noi.

“No r6i.”

“Em an it qua, t6i nau kho an lam a?”
“T6i von khong doi.”

Chu Bong Nam dat bat xuéng, doi mat den lay nhin Thanh Van dam
dam: “Sttc khoe em khong tot sao?”

“G1 ha?”

“Hut thudc, uong rugu,” — Chu Pong Nam liét ké — “thirc dém, budng
tha,...”

“...” — Thanh Van véat chéo hai chan 6 1én mot tiéng, lanh lung nhin
anh — “Vay t6i xép vao hang chot roi do ha?”

Chu bong Nam im lang cam ldy bat com ctia Thanh Van, lua vai diia,
x0i hét phan com con thira vao bung.

“T6i nay & lai cho t6i di.” — Anh an xong, miéng com cudi cung van
con trong miéng da cat 10i n6i véi Thanh Van.

“Hom nay toi hoi mét.” — Thanh Van nhin anh.
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“Khong sao c4, toi cling mét, hom nay chi ngu thoi.” — Chu Dong
Nam noi.

Thanh Van cuoi: “Lan d6 khong phai hai ching ta ciing “ngu th6i”
hay sao?”

(13 »
see

“Dung 16n xon.” — Chu Bong Nam diéng lén, thu don bat diia mang
vao phong bép, vira di vira n6i — “Em nghi ngoi chat di, da bat nwéc néng
r6i, em muon tam lic nao cling dugc.”

Phong bép lai bat dau vang lén tiéng lanh canh, Thanh Van hit sdu mot
hoi, ditng day. Co bat diéu hoa 1én, cdi do khodc ra, dv dinh sé nghe 16i
Chu Pong Nam di tam truwdc.

Co6 nhd lan trede khan dé trong ta bén canh. Co di dén kéo ngan ta lay
khan 16ng ra. Chiéc khan 16ng kéo theo tuyp kem dudng da tay chi con mot
nita. Pan 6ng dung do dac khong ky ludng, tuy tién ndan bép, tuyp kem
dudng da tay trong vo cung méo mo. Thanh Van khoac khan long vao
nguoi, hai tay cam lay tuyp kem duwong da tay, tir tir vuot phang lai, r6i mai
day kem lén titng chit mot.

Bén than Thanh Van ciing khéng y thitc duwgce vé diu dang kho hiéu
nay. C6 nhanh chéng lam tuyp kem ngay ngan, cuon lai phan da dung hét,
roi tha lai vao tu.

Lic dang dinh dong tu thi c6 bong thay dwgc gi do. Trong tu c6 mot
chiéc hop nho nho. Chiéc hop nhin kha quen. Thanh Van kéo hét ngan tu
ra, thay mot hop Marlboro trang bao giay.

“Thudc 1& cling chuan bi co a?” — C6 khé néi tham r6i 1ay hdp thudc
ra. Lic nay co méi phat hién hop thuéc da md, bén trong thiéu sau bay
diéu.
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Thanh Van ngd ngang. C6 nam lay hop thudc vo cung quen thudc kia,
bén tai van vang vong tiéng Chu Pong Nam rita chén trong phong bép.
Tiéng nuwéc chdy ao at.

Thanh Van bong quay dau, tim kiém khap phong. Phong Chu Dong
Nam rét btra bai, nhung Thanh Van vo cung tinh mat. Co phat hién mot
chiéc bat Itra trén dau giwong, nhin tir chit in thi xem ra la mua & ctta hang
tién 1gi duwdi lau.

Thanh Van nhin bén phia, trong nha khong c6 gat tan thuéc. Anh mét
co dirng lai & chau hoa cii noi bé ctra so, co6 di dén, qua nhién bén trong cé
tan thudc.

Mat, hai, ba, bon, nam, sau, bay... Bay diéu thudc.

Thanh Van ditng trwéc bé ctra s6 mot lat, sau dé6 bo hop thude 1a vao
ngan tu. Thudc nay khong phai la cuia c6.

CoO di dén phong bép, ditng dwa vao ctra, dau twa vao khung ctra, yén
lang nhin nguwdi bén trong. Chu Bong Nam da rita chén xong, dang cha noi.
Chiéc noi sat to den sam khong biét mua & dau, trong thi chac chan nhung
vira dung vao lai dé hong.

Moi Chu Bong Nam mim lai, toan bd sy chi y déu dat vao chiéc néi
kia. Sau khi cha xong, mot tay anh gio no6i 1én 1at lai, d6 nwéc di. Trong ltc
1at chiéc no6i, anh chu y dén Thanh Van dang ding & cira.

“Em khong di tdm a?”
“Toi nhin anh.”

Chu Bong Nam khung lai: “Nhin toi lam gi?”
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Thanh Van khong néi gi. Néu nhv la binh thuong co6 nhat dinh sé néi
vai cau ché giéu anh mot chit. Nhung bay gio ¢6 chang mudn néi gi ca, co
chi mudn nghe anh néi thoi.

Chu Bong Nam dat chiéc noi da cha xong 1én bép 10, cam gié lau bép,
lau xong thi rtta tay di ra ngoai. Thanh Van ditng chan & cita, khong cé y
dinh roi di.

Chu Péng Nam di dén tredc mat c6, Thanh Van ngtra dau nhin anh.
“Sao vay? Khong cho tdi ra ngoai a?”
“A Nam!”

Thanh Van bong goi anh, Chu Péng Nam ngirng lai, bi ket & ctra.
Thanh Van cho anh dap 16i. Mot lic sau Chu Bong Nam méi rau 11 néi:
“Khong phai hom nay mét moi sao?”

Thanh Van khé néi: “Chang 1€ lan nao t6i goi anh la A Nam thi hai
ching ta déu phai 1én givong sao?”

“Thé thi khong phai...”

Thdy Thanh Van khong c6 y d6, Chu Bong Nam thé phao. Khong
phai la anh khong mudn, c6 diéu nguwdi anh van con dau. Thanh Van khéng
chiu tranh duong, Chu Bong Nam chi ding bén canh co cho dgi, du sao
anh ciing thich ngam c6. Trong anh mat c6 nhw c6 16i gi do, anh chd c6 néi
ra.

Mot lat sau...
“Anh thich t6i khong?”

“Thich.”
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“Kho nhw vay ciing thich ha?”

Chu Poéng Nam nhin c6 khé néi: “Khoéng kho.”

Po6i mbéi méng map may, Thanh Van két luan: “Néi d6i.”

Chu Dong Nam hit sdu vao mét hoi, giong nhiy muén dan xuéng cam
xUdc sap tudn trao, anh néi: “Thanh Van, t6i khong n6i déi, 10i toi n6i déu la
that.”

Thanh Van khong noéi, dot xwwong ban tay dang nam chat trang béch ra.
Co ndi that hay khéng nhin vao mat sé biét. Co phai lay hét sttc lyc méi c6
thé nhin vao mat anh.

Chu Pong Nam dén gan o, khé néi: “Em theo t6i tr¢ vé Quy Chau thi
chang c6 gi la kho, hai ching ta sé séng hanh phtic.”

Trd vé — Do la tir than ky biét bao. Khong phai di, ma la tré ve.

Thanh Van hé moi, tiéng néi da nhé dén mirc khong thé nghe thay:
“Néu khong thé tr¢ vé thi sao?”

Yén lang mot hoi, Chu Bong Nam da khoéi phuc lai nhw lic dau. Anh
néi: “Khong thé trd vé cling sé khong kho.”

Phong bép rat cfi, anh dén rat t6i, trong bép chat day do tap nham, anh
ding trong dé c6 vé con chat chdi hon. Hinh anh yén tinh trong kha giong
trong nhitng bo phim kinh phi thdp ndam tam muoi.

Moi Thanh Van run run, khong biét 1a vi mudn néi chuyén hay la vi
diéu khac.

“Em »

“Toi di tam.”
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Thanh Van cti dau n6i mot cau ro6i nhanh chéng quay di vao nha vé
sinh. Déng ctra lai, c6 van voi nwdc hét cd. Nwdc rat nong nhung than thé
con nong hon. Cé vin vao vach twdng gach men, nwdc chdy thang xudng,
x0i vao nguoi co, chdy doc theo dang véc gay yéu cua co.

Choang vang dau 6c, c6 cam thdy trdi nhw sap sup xuong.

Nguoi trede day — Co thé néi, cd cho rang dé la ngudi dan ong duy
nhat khién c6 yéu dén mic nguyén y chét vi anh ta cling da sém mang theo
trai tim c6 ma bién mat tam.

Gio day co da ba muoi tudi. Trong nhitng nam qua, c6 rat nhiéu tinh
cam co da quén di. Nhung lic nay, ong troi lai cho co gap dugc mot ly rugu
trong, gap dwgc mot ngwoi dan 6ng vi cd6 ma hoc hit thudc 1.

https://thuviensach.vn



A NAM

Twentine

www.dtv-ebook.com
Chuong 48

Lwu Giai Chi hi huc an. Mot bat mi thit bo an dén m&c cam khai vo
han. Lwu Giai Chi tuy khong phai giau nit d6 d6 vach gi, nhung du sao
cling la gia dinh bac trung. Ban than la con gai mot, ndi ngoai déu thwong
yéu, tit nhé dén 16n duwoc lo cho dén mirc muwdi ngoén tay cling khong phai
dinh nwgc. Dang vé hién tai...

Co nhin sang bén canh, tdm ctra kiéng khong dwgc lau sach sé soi 1én
béng dang c6. Mot bong dang nho nho, du dang an mi thit bo néng hai,
nguwoi van bi té cong thanh mét cum. Tiém nay tiét kiém tién dén mic
khong buon bat diéu hoa sao?

Luru Giai Chi ngam nghi, vo ban bay té bat man, két qua tay con chira
nhac l1én da dung phai bat mi thit bo, nwdc léo trong bat sanh ra ngoai, Luu
Giai Chi kéu 1én mot tiéng, bat day.

May tai xé taxi chuan bi chay ca dém & ban bén canh chi liéc mat nhin
Luu Giai Chi mot céi roi lai quay dau tiép tuc an mi.

Luu Giai Chi nhin vét dinh trén o phao 16ng vii, khéc khéng ra nwéc
mat.

Vira quay dau, c6 bong phat hién bong dang ngwoi kia & ven duong.
Lwu Giai Chi hanh dong nhanh hon suy nghi, chwa kip nghi gi da chay ra
day ctra, gao to v6i phia ngoai:

"Chu bong Nam...!"
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Chu Pong Nam dang cam hai tay vao tdi, mat vui sau vao trong khan
quang co, cui dau budc di. Nghe thay c6 ngwdi goi minh, anh dirng budc lai
nhin sang.

"Chu Pong Nam! O day! O day...!"

Lwu Giai Chi ditng trudc ctra tiém mi vira nhdy cang lén vira kéu anh.
Chu bong Nam di dén. Bing trén bac thang thit tw, cudi cung Luwu Giai Chi
c6 thé ném thit cdm gidc nhin xuéng Chu Bong Nam mot lan.

"Giha?"
Chu Bong Nam hoi.
"Anh tan viéc roi a?"

Lwu Giai Chi néi. Chu Bong Nam nghe thdy cau héi cia co, anh mat
dan dan sa sam, nh¢ lai cudc dién thoai nhan dugc may gio trude. La chu
quay goi dén, n6i cho anh biét tir ngay mai tr¢ di khong can trong quay
nta.

"Tai sao?"
Anh héi doi phwong. Chu quay ap dng noi:
"Em ré t6i gan day ranh roi."

"T6i c6 thé khong lay tién, moi ngay lay chit do an chwa ban hét la
duoc."

Loi nay anh néi rat that tha, nhung dwong nhw chi quay hoan toan
khong nghe thay. U it & a ca budi, Chu Péng Nam bdng néi:

"La c6 nguoi tim anh hay sao?"
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"Ha?" - Tréi lai cdu nay chua quay nghe r6 - "Nguoi? Ngudi nao?"

Chu Bong Nam nam chat dién thoai:

"Anbh trai, anh dirng sg, bon ho sé khong tim anh gay phién phitc dau."
Chu quay chac mot tiéng:

"T6i khong biét cau dang néi gi. Bugc roi, c vay di. Cau ciing dirng
goi dién thoai cho t0i nita, anh trai gi chit, dau c6 than dén mirc day!"

No6i xong doi phuwong lién cip dién thoai, Chu Pong Nam ciing khong
goi lai.

"Nay, Chu bong Nam?" - Luu Giai Chi dua tay lac qua lac lai trwéc
mat anh - "Sao vay? Lai ngan nguoi roi ha?"

Chu Pong Nam lay lai tinh than, 1ac dau khé n6i: "Khong cé."
"Anh an com chwa?"

"Van chwa."

"Vay cung an nhé?"

Chu bong Nam ngang dau nhin bang hiéu tredc quan. Lwu Giai Chi
nhin thdy anh c6 chit do dv, trong 1ong suy tinh, tham chi ngay ca chat tién
kia anh cfing mu6n tiét kiém, voi vang bd sung mot cau: "To6i moi."

Chu Bong Nam nhanh chong gat dau: "Puwoc."

Anh di ngang qua nguoi Luu Giai Chi, Lwu Giai Chi lam mat quy phia
sau anh.

"Ong chi, thém mot phan mi thit bo nita." - Luu Giai Chi kéu véi vao
trong.
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Hai ngudi ngoi doi dién nhau.
"Sao anh trong iu xiu vay?" - Luu Giai Chi néi.
Chu Bong Nam thuan miéng: "Khong cé."

Lam sao ma khong c6, Luu Giai Chi tham dau moi. Cé thé tir ban
nang lam ky gid, Lwu Giai Chi rat thich quan sat biéu hién ctia nguoi khac.
DPoi vdi anh hang x6m nay, an twgng ban dau cia Luwu Giai Chi la keo kiét.
bién hinh tam ly nguwoi nghéo, khac biét nghiém trong véi c6. EQ thap,
khong c6 long thwong nguwoi, khong biét gitip d& ngudi khac, chi thich ham
lgi nho. Ciling khéong biét vi sao, dan dan Lwu Giai Chi c6 cam gidc anh
khong giong y nghi ban dau cta co lam. Anh chang hé cé biéu hién dac biét
gi, nhung di cam khac loai nay theo thoi gian cang lic cang ro rang.

"Pung r6i." - Luwu Giai Chi khong mu6én ngoi khong, tim dé tai hoi
Chu Bong Nam - "Anh tim dvgc vg minh chwa?"

Chu Bong Nam von cui dau, khong biét suy nghi gi, nghe thay cau héi
cta Lwu Giai Chi, anh nguéc mat nhin c6. Lwu Giai Chi giat minh, khong
ngd & khoang cach gan nhw vay, néu nhin ky ra thi tén den dtia nay van cé
chut dep trai day cht.

"Tim dwoc roi."

Két qua cau ndi tiép theo cta anh khién cam giac hap dan khac phai
m&i vira ndy sinh ctua Lwu Giai Chi hoan toan tan bién. Ciing ding, doi véi
anh ma néi cé thé doi nay chang c6 viéc gi 16n phai lam. That la cang
ngheo cang két hon sém.

"C6 phai anh va vg anh xdy ra mau thuan khong? Sao chuwa bao gio
thay co ta?"
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Chu bong Nam cam thay hoi néng, céi khan quang co, kéo khéa ao
16ng vii xuéng mot nira, hai tay nhét vao tui, khom lung ngoi.

"Khong c6 mau thuan, c6 ay con cé chit viéc thoi."
"Anh la ngudi noi nao vay?"

"Quy Chau."

"V@ anh cling vay ha?"

Chu Pdéng Nam lac dau.

Lai phat bénh r6i. Lwru Giai Chi len 1én lwodm mot cai, vira Iic mi thit
bo dwgc bung lén. Chu Bong Nam cii dau an. Lwu Giai Chi von chat chiva
nhiéu chuyén phién mudn, an khong thay ngon lanh, nhung thay Chu Bong
Nam an hang say nhw vay ban than ciing bi lay, bat dau thém an.

S1 sup, hai nguoi khong noi 10i nao an mi thit bo. Chu Bong Nam
miéng to, hoi cling nhiéu, an nhanh hon Lwu Giai Chi mot chit. Lic Lwu
Giai Chi an xong, phat hién ngudi doi dién dang lang lang nhin minh. Co6
liém liém dau noi khoe miéng theo phan xa.

"Nhin cai gi?"
"Co6 an nhiéu that."

Luu Giai Chi trgn to mat, c6 chut khé tin nhin Chu Béng Nam. "Gi
chi@?" N6i phu nit an nhiéu, day qua that la 1én an ma.

"T6i an ma nhiéu ha?" - Luu Giai Chi chi vao bat minh, v6 tinh thay
bén trong rong tuéch, c6 ho khan mot tiéng - "La... la an xong ro6i, c6 diéu
t0i doi bung cd ngay ma. Lé than xac com nhom b6n ba bén ngoai, an nhiéu
mot chut thi da sao, da sao chit?"
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Chu Boéng Nam lac dau, néi: "Co6 thé an dugc nhiéu la chuyén tot."

Lwu Giai Chi van trgn mat, Chu Pong Nam noi: "Ky gia déu phai
chay béen ngoai a?"

"Anh con nhé dugc tdi 1a ky gid sao?" - Anh mét Lwu Giai Chi sang
1én, c6 con twdng rang Chu Bong Nam chang nhé gi cé nita kia.

IIU.||
"Von la khong can, cé diéu gan day t6i muén diéu tra mot chuyén."
Chu Pong Nam gat gat dau.

Lwu Giai Chi n6i: "Lic dau khong khoa trwong dén vay, chang qua
ngau nhién gap phai vu viéc nho, cé diéu t6i ludn cam giac rang trong vu
viéc nho nay 16 ra ma6t sy quai la." Lwu Giai Chi hip mat, vo vo bo nguc 1ép
xep cuia minh, "To6i 1ay tén ky gia twong lai cia to6i bdo dam, bén trong nhat
dinh c6 mo am."

Chu Bong Nam lai gat gat dau. Tuy Luwu Giai Chi biét ngudi ng6i doi
dién chang hiéu gi ca nhung vira n6i da khong thé ngirng lai. Binh thudng
bén canh c6 chang cé ai dé néi mdy chuyén nay, dong nghiép va ngwoi
trong nha déu cam thay c6 ranh roi khong c6 viéc gi lam, tong bién tap lai
cang néi c6 mudn nodi tiéng dén dién réi, nhung c6 khong phuc. Hom nay
gap dugc Chu Bong Nam, c6 cha phai lo lang gi, khong phai lo anh sé 1am
mom, cling khong can lo anh sé x6i nwdc lanh vao mat.

"Anh biét nghé bao hiém khong?"

Pau tién Chu Bong Nam lién nhé dén tdm danh thiép kia cia Thanh
Van, anh biét c6 lam & cong ty bao hiém, trt* viéc nay ra, anh chi thay bao
hiém trén quang céo. Anh lac dau: "Khong hiéu [am."
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Trong dau Lwu Giai Chi van chuyén nhanh chéng, nghi phai don gian
héa chuyén nay dén mic thé nao dé sinh vat don gian doi dién kia c6 thé
hiéu duoc.

"T6i n6i vdi anh thé nay." - Lwu Giai Chi x0e tay ra - "Hai cong ty, cé
mot cong ty la cong ty me, cong viéc la thu tién bao an cho nguwoi ta, cong
ty con lai la cong ty con la gitp cong ty me san sé cong viéc. Cong ty con
nay thu tién, dya theo quy dinh phai n6p toan bo 1én céng ty me, ho chi cé
thé kiém tién tha tuc trung gian. T6i ndi nhw thé anh c6 hiéu khong?"

Chu Poéng Nam gat dau.

"Vay t6i noi tiép day." - Lru Giai Chi dwa mot ngoén tay - “Khi nguoi
nop tién mudén mua binh an, sé dén cong ty me dién mot t0 don, giong nhw
gidy chitng minh, chitng minh ho da tra tién r6i. Cong ty me sé cho cong ty
con mot vai t¢ don, phwong phap thu tién giong nhuv nhau. Coé diéu dva
theo quy tac nghiép vu, cong ty con khong dwgc quyén gitt lai nhitng to
don da dién xong, ngay ca tién bon ho déu phai ndp lai toan b cho cong ty
me."

"Sau do to don nay khong phai nam chét & do, néu nhuw bén phia ngwoi
mua xay ra tinh trang dac biét, c6 thé... &, trd hang, tra hang biét khong, la
rut don lai."

"Hiéu."

"C6 mot lan, mot cdp vg chéng gia bon ho muoén rat don, nhung Idc
dén cong ty me kiém toan thi khong tra ra dwgc. Khong tra dugc thé, nhan
vién cong ty me ciling khong cho rit. Hai vg chong gia nay tim dén toa soan
bado, muén dung toa soan bao dén de doa bon ho. Lic dé toi nghe so qua da
tric gidc mo ho noi nay nhat dinh c6 van dé gi do."

"Co0 tra dugc van dé gi khong?"
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"Lan d6 khong cé." - Lwu Giai Chi nhé ra diéu gi, tic toi cau may -
"Bi van xui ngan can. Cé diéu khong sao ca..."

Lwu Giai Chi néi tiép: "Sau do t6i da tra ra dugce."”

CO néi dén cong viéc cia minh, hai mat déu téa sang: "Sau khi hai vg
chong gia rit don, lai c6 may nguwoi dén riut don nita, nhuwng cong ty me déu
cho rat, ma con vo cung troi chay."

Co néi xong, cham chi nhin Chu B6ong Nam, cho rang anh c6 thé
nhan ra dugc ban chat that cta cau chuyén, két qua Chu Pong Nam tinh bo
ngoi nhin cé.

Luu Giai Chi tt bé y dinh, tap trung tinh than néi: "Ké tiép mdi la
diém quan trong. Anh biét khong, t& don cong ty con ky va t& don cong ty
me ky co chut khac nhau, do chinh la trén to don sé c6 muc chitng minh va
dién thoai cua bon ho,... van van... Nhitng thit nay c6 thé dai dién cho cong
ty ho. C6 mot ngudi, lic rit don khong hiéu qua trinh thao tac 1am, goi dién
thoai cho cong ty con nay, sau d6 dén thang cong ty con rat don, cong ty
con cling cho rut."

N6i xong, Luwu Giai Chi vo ban mot cai that manh, giong nhw dat dau
cham vién man cho bai dién giang ctia minh. Chi tiéc la khoang cach giita
dién vién va khan gia qua 16n, khéng can héi, trén ngudi Chu BDong Nam da
viét r0 rang ba chit "Chang hiéu gi".

"Khi ndy t6i no6i, cong ty con chi c6 thé kiém tién thu tuc, bon ho
khong c6 quyén han lam thao tac rit don, nhwng cong ty con lai ¢ nguoi
lam, gidong v&i cong ty me, anh khong cam thay cé gi ky la sao?”

Luu Giai Chi hoan toan bé qua hiéu biét cia Chu Bong Nam, c6 ty
néi ty tra 101, coi nhu thanh loc y nghi cho minh lan nita.
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"T6i hiéu la thé nay... cdng ty con nay ban don gid, hoac la mét don
ban cho nhiéu ngudi, du sao nhat dinh c6 chuyén mo am bén trong, nhiéu
tién thu chuyén vao mét tai khodn riéng. Luc tredc cap vo chong gia kia
tinh cd gdp phdi tinh huéng nhw thé, nhwng bi nguwdi ta may man hoa giai
duwgce." - Ngon tay Luu Giai Chi go coc céc 1én mat ban, mat hip lai - "To6i
da biét han la ai r6i. Trong nhém ngudi thu huwdng tai khoan kia c6 mot cai
la han."

" Con ai nita a?"

"Con ai nita?" - Lwu Giai Chi liéc nhin Chu Béng Nam - "Ngudi tw
minh x® ly rat don trong cong ty con kia. That ra thi chuyén nay rat dé
hiéu, tradi qua chuyén vg chong gia, cong ty me vi phong ngtra sau nay lai
c6 nguwoi dén lam am 1, diét khoat danh lac hwéng, bao nhan vién giao dich
pham la ngwoi dén rut don déu bat chap tat ca cho rit hét. Lai y d6 bét viéc,
noéi v6i nguoi kia cta cong ty con, néu cé ngwoi dén rit choé ho thi cling cho
rat nhw vay. Nhiéu mot chuyén khong bang b6t mot chuyén, an 6n la trén
hét."

Chu Péng Nam mién cudng gat gat dau: "A." N6i xong giéng nhw anh
c6 chit cam khai, "C6 qua that rat cuc kho."

Luu Giai Chi nhtin nhin vai, "Khong hé gi." C6 cudi, lai noi, "That ra
thi trén manh dat nay, day khong phdi la chuyén ly ky gi cd, giong nhw
tham 0 vay, ném gach qua twong, trung ai thi ngwoi do chiu, khong ai trong
sach hét."

Lwu Giai Chi cha xat hai tay, néi: "Cho nén, chuyén nay trén can ban
t0i nam chac... Chi c6 diéu bay gid chuyén nay chua ai dé y, day mdi la co
héi." Lwu Giai Chi néi xong nhiét huyét soi trao, trong doi mat cling nhom
1én mot ngon ltra, "Hién tai t6i muon tim dwgc ké cho rit don ¢ cong ty con
kia, bat tay v@i han lam viéc 16n. Lam am 7 vat vanh chang c6 bat ky y
nghia , cling chang c6 tién do gi vai toi ca."
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Luu Giai Chi chi tiép tuc nghi dén ké hoach to 16n ctia minh, dén tan
khi Chu Bong Nam ditng day, c6 mdi 1ay lai tinh than.

""Toi phai di day." - Anh ndi - "Cam on c6 da moi toi an mi."
"0 o..." - Luru Giai Chi ciing ding 1én - "T6i di chung v&i anh.”

Chu Bong Nam di qua nhanh, Lwu Giai Chi nhao dén kéo anh lai:
"Cham théi, méi vira an xong gap gi chi."

Chu Bong Nam buwéc cham lai, néi: "bi thoi."

"Nay." - Luu Giai Chi da da rac bén duong - "Co6 phai vg anh khong
can anh nita hay khong?"

"Co phai khong ha, c6 phai khong ha, co phai khong ha?"

An udng no né cd gai tlly y tiéu khién, con nguwdi dan éng chi lo cdm
dau di, khong tra 10i.
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Thanh Van nhin cham cham vao may vi tinh ma than thg, ngay ca khi
Quéch Giai go ctra cting khong nghe thdy. Cita m@ ra mot khe nho, Quach
Giai 16 dau vao, thdy Thanh Van ngoi phia sau ban lam viéc, chac mot
tiéng ding thang lén.

“Pa noi gio nay lam sao co khong & trong phong dwgc chi!” — Co ta
lap tdc di vao, tro tay dong ctra lai.

Thanh Van thoang ngwdc mat, lai nhin vao mdy vi tinh.

“Xem gi ma chd tdm vay, mat dinh sat vao mdy tinh roi kia.” — Quach
Giai dén gan, co thé hoi béo de 1én nguwdi Thanh Van.
Thanh Van 6i 1én mot tiéng: “Nhac ngwoi 1én mot chit, dé chét t6i

r6i!”

“Khong.” — Quach Giai cang deé hang say hon, thtra dip thdy hé ra
khoang tréng, nhin vao mdy vi tinh, vira xem vira n6i — “Ctta hang... O, c6
dinh mua ctta hang a? Binh lam gi, c6 ké hoach gi 16n mau khai ra!”

Thanh Van day c6 ta ditng 1én: “Trudc tién cd ding lén cho to6i di da.”

Quach Giai roi khoi nguoi Thanh Van, dua vao ban lam viéc: “Sao dot
nhién muén mua cita hang vay?” Co6 ta vita n6i vira quay dau xem man
hinh, “... Chi xem c6 chon khu vyc nao day. Quy... Quy Duvong?”
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Thanh Van dya vao ghé da, tay nam lay con chudt click vai cai, tiép
tuc kéo xudng.

Quach Giai choc choc Thanh Van: “Lam gi vay? Chay dén Quy
Duvong mua nha a?”

Thanh Van nhin man hinh can than, thuadn miéng r mot tiéng.

Quaéch Giai cau chat may: “Co6 nghe dwoc tiéng gi6 gi ha, gia nha Quy
Duwong sap tang a?”

“...” Thanh Van lwvom co6 ta mot cai — “Bénh that!”
Quach Giai dap Thanh Van mot cu.

Cubi cung Thanh Van néi: “Khong c6 dy dinh gi hét, tuy tién xem
th6i. Nhitng thi nay c6 hiéu hon t6i, gitp t6i chon di.”

Quach Giai néi: “Co6 néi trwedc xem vi sao lai chay dén Quy Duong
mua nha?” Co ta chdp mat vai ci, xem thwong Thanh Van, “Cé mudén mua
cling nén mua ¢ Van Nam ch, khong phai Ly Van Sung da mua mot manh
dat @ Ngoc Khé sao?”

Thanh Van gia bd nhu khong nghe thay, quay man hinh sang: “Nao!”

Quach Giai bi c6 kéo dén trwdc man hinh, xem may trang web, thuan
miéng noi: “Mua ctra hang dinh budn ban a?”

Thanh Van chi tay nam ngén, day man hinh vé phia sau, dit khoat
nhuwong ghé cho Quach Giai, tw minh ditng 1én ranh réi di lai trong van
phong.

“Mua ctta hang dwong nhién la muén buén ban r6i.” — Thanh Van cam
lay c6c nuwéc trén ban, uéng mot hép nudc.
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“Mo tiém gi, ctra hang phai can c* xem c6 dinh kinh doanh gi, quan
an, nha sach, nha tam, ... chac chan khong giéng nhau.”

“Quan an di.”

“Quan an a...?”” — Quach Giai click vai cai lach tach — “Quan an la
khu vire nay, ¢6 muén mé bac trung hay la sao?”

Thanh Van néi: “Khong biét, gi cling dugc!”

“Khong c6 loai gi cling dugc.”

“Vay... loai binh dan di.”

“Loai binh dan?” — Quach Giai nghi ng¢ liéc nhin Thanh Van.
«(y »

“Rot cude ¢d6 mudn lam gi?”

Thanh Van néi: “Xem giup nguoi khac, dirng hoi niva!”

“A.” — Quach Giai birng tinh ngd — “Héa ra 1a xem gitip ngudi khac,
quan an loai binh dan...”

“Quan lau.” — Thanh Van & bén canh b6 sung.

“Vay thi khong khac lam véi hang quan binh thwong. Cai nay chi xem
trén mang khong dugc, co phai di khdo séat thire dia mdi 6n, tim noi ngudoi
qua lai nhiéu, mitc song cling khéng qua thap.”

Thanh Van wr: “Pén lic do r6i néi sau, khong chirng mua dai mot can
tiém second hand r6i khai trwong luén.”

“Lam thu tuc chwa?”
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Thanh Van ngap mot cai: “Chac chan chwa.”

“...” — Quach Giai khinh thwong nhin Thanh Van — “bung la vat hop
theo loai, nguwdi ban kia ctia c¢6 cé phéi ciling giong co6 qua ngay nao hay
ngay day hay khong?”

Thanh Van cham rai lac dau, nhin Quach Giai nghiém tic néi: “Toi
thong minh hon anh ta nhiéu.”

“Vay xong roi, dirng mé nita.” — Quach Giai rit ra két luan — “Chac

»
!

chan 16 chong vo
Thanh Van cwoi khanh khach.

O khu dan cu cach cong ty Thanh Van khong xa, hai ngudi khac ciing
dang tro chuyén.

Lwu Giai Chi chi dinh stra sang lai tai lieu, hom nay sé khong di lam,
sau khi suy nghi rat lau, lic nghi ngoi vira hay nghe thay bén ngoai c6 tiéng
dong. Co6 ta nhin qua mat meo, thdy dwgc anh hang x6m den dua kia da tr@
vé. Luru Giai Chi nhanh chéng m@ ctta ra, goi anh lai treéc khi anh mé civa
vao nha.

“Chu bong Nam!”
Chu bong Nam quay dau: “Ha?”

Luu Giai Chi mdc bd d6 ngt cotton mau hong phan, nguyén mét bo tw
trén xuéng dwdi in hinh tho con, trén chan cling mang doi dép tho bong bao
phu toan bo ban chan, bén ngoai la hai cai tai thd, co ta vira cv dong chung
cling chuyén dong theo.

“Anh di dau thé?” — Luu Giai Chi hoi — “Sém nhu vay da trd vé r6i?”

“0, toi di tim viéc lam.”
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Lwu Giai Chi chi tuy tién bat chuyén khong ngd lai héi tiép: “Tim viéc
lam? Cong viéc ban dau ctia anh dau?”

“Khong lam nita.” — Chu Béng Nam khong muon gidi thich thém gi.

Hién nhién Luu Giai Chi khong dé dang ti* bé nhw vay: “Khong lam
nita ha? Vay bay gio anh tim dugc cong viéc chwa?”

“... Van chwa.” — Buoi sang anh di ra ngoai mot vong, bai vi tinh hinh
ddc thu nén anh phai suy xét rat nhiéu. Chu Pong Nam nhin Luu Giai Chi,
chgt nhé dén noi c6 sinh tredng la Bac Kinh lién hoi mot cau — “Co biét ro
nhitng viéc nay khong?”

“Di nhién!” — Lwu Giai Chi won nguc — “Toi da & day hai muwoi may
nam roi.”

“Vay c6 biét xung quanh day c6 chg viéc lam nao khéng?”
Lwu Giai Chi hoi nhiu may: “Gi co?”
“Vay thoi di.” — Chu bong Nam quay nguoi ma cura.

“DPung thoi! Chg viéc lam phai khong, anh cho chut!” — Lwu Giai Chi
quay dau chay vao nha, van khong quén goi vdi theo anh — “Anh cho chut,
nam phut... khong, ba phut thoi!”

Chu Pong Nam dirng cho ba phut ¢ ctra. Ba phut sau Lwu Giai Chi
cam may to gidy ra: “Cai nay cho anh.”

Chu Bong Nam ldy dén, liéc nhin: “Nhiéu vay a?”

“MAy chg viéc lam ¢ Bac Kinh déu c6 quy mé 16n, tdi chon déu kha
gan noi nay, bén dwdi la dia chi va cach di lai.” — Khong ho la ky gia, tinh
trat tw khi lam viéc rat manh, Luu Giai Chi hai long véi hiéu suat cong viéc
ctia minh, xua tay c6 chit dac y néi — “Khong can cdm on dau.”
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Chu Pong Nam lat xap gidy: “Vay tbi di day.”

Luwu Giai Chi bat day: “No6i khong can cam on la anh khong cam on
that a?”

Chu Pong Nam gio tay, dé lai cho Lwu Giai Chi mét béng lung: “Cam
dn,”

“H®!” — Lwu Giai Chi dau moi, lai gao to 1én — “Chiic anh thuan lgi

tim duwogc viéc lam nhé!”

Chu Bong Nam dya theo dia chi Luwu Giai Chi cho, ngo6i xe bus dén,
nhung sau khi dén mdéi phat hién chuyén khong don gidn nhv vay. May
nam tredc Bac Kinh da hay bo rat nhiéu chg viéc lam ty phat ven duwong,
bién thanh tap trung héa quéan ly. Lwu Giai Chi tim cho anh déu la may
trung tam dang tim nhan tai chinh quy quy mo 16n, nguoi dwgc nhan qua
that khong it, doanh nghiép chinh quy, quan ly chinh quy, di vao phai dang
ky. Bing xép hang mot héi cudi cung dén lwgt anh. Sau khi Chu Boéng
Nam ngo6i xuéng doi phwong 1ap tic yéu cau so yéu li lich caa anh.

“To6i khong c6 so yéu i lich.” — Chu Pong Nam noi.
“Vay... Gidy chitng minh nhan dan thi sao?”
Anh ciing chang mang chithg minh nhan dan.

“Chuyén nay t6i thiéu anh phai mang theo gidy chithg minh, néu
khong thi hé khau, bang 14i?”- Doi phwong lién tiép dat cau hoi, Chu Bong
Nam lac dau, ding lén nhwong vi tri cho ngudi sau.

Anh lai chon mét noi khac khong 16n nhw vay, sau khi dén phat hién
ngoai trir khac nhau vé quy mo, con thi ty lam viéc déu giong hét nhau.
Anh di ra khéi trung tam gidi thiéu viéc lam, nghi nggoi ¢ ctira mot hoi, xung
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quanh nguwoi dén nguodi di, dong nghin nghit. Chu Péng Nam quyét dinh
khong dén cho tiép theo nita.

Cap bac chg viéc lam Luwu Giai Chi hiéu v6i anh hiéu khong giong
nhau. Luc hai ba gid chiéu, Lwu Giai Chi lai nghe thdy tiéng dong ngoai
ctta. That ra thi tir lic Chu Bong Nam di, Lwu Giai Chi van lo lang chuyén
nay, dau giong nhv mot day cung cang chat. Hién tai Chu Pong Nam trg
vé, day cung néi léng, cd chay véo ra ngoai.

“Sao ha? Sao ha? Thuan lgi khong? Tim dwgc viec khong?” — Luu
Giai Chi tron xoe mat, giong nhw nguoi tim viéc lam khong phai la Chu
Pong Nam ma la c0 ta vay.

Chia khéa Chu Béng Nam da cam vao 6, cling khéng van, anh quay
nguoi noi voi Luu Giai Chi: “Khong tim dugc.”

“Sao tim khong dugc, déu khong thich hop a?”
Chu Péng Nam lac dau: “Khong can dau, cdm on.”

“Khong sao, nhanh lam, anh cho t6i mot chit.” — N6i xong Lwu Giai
Chi lai nghiéng dau muon vao nha. Chu Péng Nam dwa tay dén kéo canh
tay cO ta.

“That khéng can ma.”

Luu Giai Chi dirng buéc, Chu Bong Nam tha tay ra, bo d6 ngti mém
mai bi anh nam dé lai dau tay. Tay cta anh that la to. Lic Luu Giai Chi cat
tiéng lan nita da bat gidc nhé hon mot chuit.

“Sao khong can ha?”
“Ty t6i tim thoi.”

“Nha anh c6 mang khong?”
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Chu Péng Nam lac dau.
“Khong dugc, ngay ca may vi tinh anh cling khong c6 dung khong?”
“Khong co6.”

“Vay anh di dau tim, ra quan internet tim a? Vay khong bang tim &
cho toi di.”

“Khong can, ty toi tim dwgc ma.”

Anh 1ap di 1ap lai, tir ch6i nhiéu lan, Luwu Giai Chi cé chut khong vui:
“Cé phai anh cam thay cho t6i tim cho anh khong t6t phai khong? Khong
hai long thi noi vai toi, c6 chuyén gi phai ndi ra mai duge chi.”

Chu Bong Nam lac dau: “Khdng phai la khong tot...” — Anh suy nghi
lya 101 — “Co diéu la thi¢ can nép nhiéu qua.”

Pau 6c Luu Giai Chi thong minh, vira nghi da hiéu ra ngay.
“Hom nay cam on c6.” — Chu Bong Nam vira noi vita m@ ctra.

“Tw tr da.” — Lwu Giai Chi nam chat 1y c6 tay dang van chia khéa
ctia Chu bong Nam — “T6i hiéu y cta anh roi, khong can tha tuc chinh quy
diung khong, t6i tim cho anh.” — Co ta giong nhw doc hét sitc luwc — “Lic
nady t6i hiéu lam, 1a cong viéc tam thoi phdi khong, t6i tim cho. Tim khong
ra toi khong lam ky gia niva!”

Chu B6ng Nam giong nhw bi kinh hai bdi cau tran thuat bat thinh linh
cua co, khong noi 10i nao.

Luu Giai Chi dwa mot ngon tay ra, sac mdt kha ditng dan néi: “Noi v6i
anh, ky gia 1a phdi di xdm nhap xa hdi. Bi vao cudc song. Néu khong la ly
luan suong, déu la thung rong ca. Anh yén tam, cong viéc nay t6i tim dugc
giup anh chac r6i.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Chu Dong Nam nhin c6 ta, trong hanh lang t6i om, mat anh cang den
hon. Lvu Giai Chi dot nhién cam giac cau noi khi ndy co6 chut khoa truong,
c6 hang giong hai tiéng: “Du sao thi... thi... hai ching ta cung tang 16p...
vdi nhau. Anh dirng cho rang toi cao cap qua, téi nhat dinh cé thé tim dugc
cong viéc thich hgp giup anh.”

Chu Dong Nam nhin c0 ta cham cham that 1au, Lwu Giai Chi ciing
rwdn co nhin lai anh. Qua ho6i 1au, Chu B6ng Nam no6i: “Cam on.”

Pay la dong y r6i. Luu Giai Chi hén hé noi: “Pirng khach sdo, anh dgi
tin cta toi di.”
Chu Boéng Nam lai néi: “Nhuwng c6 khong phéi cung tang véi t6i.”

“Ha? Khong phai gi co?”

Chu Bong Nam rat chia khéa: “Co khong phéi cung tang véi toi,
chang qua la nhin giong thoi.”

“Cé }’] gi?”

Chu Bong Nam lac dau, chi noéi tiép: “Ai cung tang véi toi, t6i tw
biét.” No6i xong anh di vao phong.

Luwu Giai Chi mot minh ding thtt ¢ ctta hoi 1du. Trong hanh lang
truyén dén tiéng vang, may ba thim xach tdi rau di 1én lau. Lic cac ba di
vong qua cau thang tang bon, Lwu Giai Chi bong hiéu ra diéu gi do.

May ngay gan day co6 ta thinh thodng sé cam thdy Chu Bong Nam
khong gidng vGi két luan “im lang, dan don, thich chiém 1gi” ban dau cta
c6 ta. Trong long anh cat gidu mot thit gi do, nhung do trd ngai an néi, anh
khong biéu dat dwgc. Ma diéu dé khién nhitng hanh dong pho thong lai tam
thwong cda anh tré nén khong giong vGi vé ngoai ctia anh nita
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Hom dé, Thanh Van von dinh di tim Chu Béng Nam.

T6i hom trwde ho c6 noi chuyén dién thoai, that ra cling khong cé gi
dang ndi, chi la Thanh Van ké cho Chu Pong Nam nghe lic xé chiéu co6
phai hop nhiéu dén suyt nita thi nga guc, con Chu Bong Nam noéi cho c6
hay rang gan day anh déi cong viéc khac.

“Sao anh hay nhay viéc thé ha?”

“Um....” Giong Chu Pong Nam trong dién thoai kh4 tram: “Khong
thich lam nita thi d6i th6i.”

“Bay gio anh dang lam gi?”

“Do nguoi khac gidi thiéu, lam trong khau hau can cia mot cong ty
chuyén phat nhanh.”

“Hau can?”

“La khuan vac do dac thoi, tién lwong tinh theo ngay.”
“Cé cuc khong?”

“Tam tam.”

Thanh Van da tam rita, dang nam trén giwong, hai nguwdi c cau duogc
cau khéng tro chuyén, Thanh Van dan tham mét, sau dé thi nga ga ngu gat,
trd 10i cling dan tré nén 16n xon.
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“Thanh Van, em buén ngu r6i phai khong, cip may di.”
Thanh Van da nga mat roi.
“Nay? T6i cip may nhé, em nhd bo di dong ra day.”

Thanh Van nhv mé say chim vao mong dep, trong mo duong nhw luon
c6 nguoi khé tro chuyén cung cd, diéu nay khién hém sau khi c6 tinh giac
lai c6 cdm giac hoi ngan ngo.

CO cam dién thoai bén canh 1én, gii tin nhan cho Chu Bong Nam, von
dinh bao anh t6i nay dén day, nhung khi c6 ngang dau, phat hién nang mai
soi vao cira sO, san nha béng loang gan nhw bang phang, ca ngoi nha vira
trong trai lai vira yén tinh.

Co6 suy nghi mot ltc, nhan rang t6i nay sé sang nha anh.
Chu Bong Nam ho6i am rat nhanh.
“Puoc, toi cho em.”

Chu Bong Nam dat dién thoai di dong xudng, chuyén ndt thung hang
cudi cung.

Anh quay dau thay van con nhiéu thit chirra lam xong, suy nghi mot
lic, roi ditt khoat xin nghi phép. Sang hom nay xem nhw lam khdéng céng,
Chu Dong Nam vé sém may tiéng, di chg mua thitc an, dén chg mua thic
an tredc. Luc di ra, anh ngang dau 1én nhin trdi. RS rang lic sang trgi van
con trong xanh, chiéu lién khong thay mat trdi dau nita.

Chu Bong Nam cti dau di vé, bong nhién cé ngudi goi anh.

Lwu Giai Chi cling tan viéc s6ém, dang & cho tiém tra sita mua nuéc:
“T6i day di!” Co ta vay tay véi Chu BDong Nam, d6i gang tay 1ong xu vung
1én trong c6 vé nang né.
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Chu Dong Nam cti dau di t6i. Anh rat biét on c6, mac du moi lan anh
néi cam on déu khién cho ngwdi khac cé cam giac thai do rat vu vo, nhung
anh that sy rat cam on co.

Cong viéc hién tai chinh la do Lwu Giai Chi tim gitap anh, hon nita, ma
co ta con ro rang da dung moi quan hé ctia minh. Lic anh di lam chang c6
ai héi gi nhiéu, tién lwong cling rat kha, trd cong theo ngay, mac du hoi mét
nhung lai rat 6n dinh.

“Udng khong, t6i mgi?” Lwu Giai Chi cwdi hip mat néi “Bung ro6i,
hém nay sao anh vé sém vay, c6 phai lai lwoi biéng tron viéc khong?”

Chu Péng Nam lac dau: “H6m nay c6 viéc.”

“M0i anh uéng tra stta nay!” Luu Giai Chi quay dau néi véi nhan vién
clra tiém “Mot ly tra sita yén mach, cho t6i nhiéu yén mach nhé!”

Pang la dau thang ba, mady con gi6 rét da khong con qua dang so nita.

Luwu Giai Chi cam hai ly tra sita, di xudng bac thang, cwdi khanh
khach dwa mot ly cho Chu Pong Nam. Chu Bong Nam con chwa kip cam,
Luwu Giai Chi bong a mot tiéng, co bi nguwdi dang sau va vao, ly tra sita
trong tay cam khong chac roi xudng, tra sita nong hoi do day ra dat.

“Nay!” Lwu Giai Chi quay phat nguwoi lai “Anh lam gi vay ha? Puong
rong nhuv vay ma di cling va vao nguoi khac niva a?”

Nguoi dung phai cd ta voc dang khong cao, chirng hai muoi tudi, cling
con tré, an mdc binh thwong, twéng mao xau xi.

“DPung phai mot chut thi da sao?” Tén thanh nién kia ra vé khong phuc
“Chang nhé dung mét cai thi mang thai a?”
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Luu Giai Chi von chi thuan miéng oan trach mét cau, khong ngo doi
phwong lai n6i khé nghe nhw vay, 1ap tic noi gian, kéo canh tay han ta
“Anh an néi kiéu gi vay ha, anh dung vao ngwoi khac ma con ngang
nguwgc? Anh dén ly tra sita khac cho t6i!”

“Mua con me c6 ay!” Tén thanh tién thoat nhin ciing cha c6 y dinh
hoa giai, day Lwu Giai Chi mot cai, tay chan c6 ta manh khanh, bi day nga
ra sau.

Chu B6ong Nam d& 14y co ta, Lwu Giai Chi hoan toan khong so hai,
ding vitng roi 1ap titc x6ng dén: “Sao anh khong noéi ly vay ha? Hom nay
néu anh khong boi thuwong ly tra sita khac cho toi thi dirng hong di!”

Tén thanh nién gio tay len tat mot cd. Chu Bong Nam ngan lai. Anh
quan sat tirtng hanh dong cua tén thanh nién nay, nén c6 thé dé dang ngan
lai.

“DPung co6 danh nguoi!” Anh noi.

Tén thanh nién khong giai thich, chang chwri ria ma lap titc nhac chan
dap anh. Chu P6éng Nam can rang, trd tay gilt tén thanh nién kia lai, de
xuong mat dat.

Gigng noi Lam Giai Chi cang 16n: “Anh con dam danh nguoi a?! Co
tin toi bao canh sat khong ha?”

Tén thanh nién nam trén dat quay dau sang, nhin chdm cham Chu
Pong Nam, phun may ngum nuwéc bot 1én mat anh, vung vay ding lén, lai
x6ng veé phia Luwu Giai Chi, tat vao mat c6 ta mot céi.

Lwu Giai Chi dau dén gao to len. Chu Bong Nam nhanh chong kéo ao
tén thanh nién kia, dung hét sitc lyc kéo han cach xa Lwu Giai Chi ra. Thé
nhuwng ngay sau dé, xung quanh ho lai c6 hai ngwoi di dén, hai nguwdi nay
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dwong nhw cing mot bon véi tén thanh nién kia, khong phan tot xau, chi
thang vao Chu Bong Nam va Lwu Giai Chi mang sa sa.

Luu Giai Chi bj tat mot cai gian dén mitc nwdc mat cling trao ra, om
mat mudn cao d6i phuong. Tén thanh nién ditng yén dé co ta cao mot nhat,
trén mat xuat hién ddu méng tay, sau do thi danh lai.

Chu Bong Nam khong ngo lai trd nén to chuyén nhu thé, anh kéo Luu
Giai Chi ra sau lung minh, dinh néi chuyén r6 rang véi doéi phuwong. Ngay
lic dé, khée mat anh nhin vé phia géc dwong thay mét bong dang quen
thudc.

Tén lun véi mai téc hii cua dang ditng & goc t6i thong tha hat thudc
14. Anh méit Chu Péng Nam cham phai 4nh mét g, ga ciing khong hé c6 y
né tranh, vé mat ga té vé giéu cgt nhw dang xem mat tuong kich.

Luu Giai Chi ditng dang sau van dang la hét, anh quay dau, nhin thay
guwong mat hoi sung dé ctia c6. Mat anh long 1én song soc, Chu BDong Nam
nhin vé phia goc duwong, tén lun kia da khong thdy dau nita. Bon ngudi kia
van quay ray khong thoi, miéng toan 16i tho tuc, Lam Giai Chi gian dén
suyt ngat.

Tén thanh nién kia dang mang vo cung hang say, bong nhién trudc mat
toi sam, ldc nguwdc mat 1én, Chu Bong Nam ham he da ditng treéc mat han,
ban tay to tim ldy c6 han, dwong nhw da gian dén cyc diém.

“Cé thoi di khong?” Giong ndi cia anh van con rat kiém ché.

Bén canh lap titc c6 nguwdi dén kéo anh: “Danh ngwoi ding khong, me
no ch may la cai tha gi!? May la--“

Chu B6ng Nam quay nguwdi da mot ci! Anh da rdt manh, tén kia con
chwa mang chiti xong thi da bi da bay ra ngoai.
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Chu Péng Nam quay dau lai, doi mat c@ nhw dang reém mau.
“Cac nguoi co thoi di khong....!”

Khong ai ngo anh sé thét to nhw thé, dam nguwdi dang vay xem ciing
phai lui vé sau ntra budc. Moi chuyén tiép theo dién ra sau tiéng thét to day
thinh nd cta nguoi dan ong.

Moi ngudi déu sg ngdy nguoi, ké cd Lwu Giai Chi. Khong ai c6 thé
twong twong dugc, chi vi mot ly tra stta bi d6 ma ngudi ta lai tirc gian dén
mitc do nay. Bai vi khong ai biét dén cau chuyén dang sau ly tra sita ay.

Sau do6 canh sat t6i, lic giadi nguwoi di con nghe nguwoi vay xem noi,
may nguoi tré tudi thoi nay khong biét sao lai nong ndy nhw vay, chuyén bé
teo ma lai danh nhau hung hang dén thé.

Canh sét hoi, danh hang lam a? Hang lam! Qua that la danh nhau dén
chét ddy. May la dong chi canh sat dén nhanh nén méi khong qua nghiém
trong.

Trong chiéc tdi nhya nam trén mat dat, dwa leo va khoai tay lan ra
ngoai, bén trong con mot con ca da dwgc lam sach, ré rang noi tang déu da
1ay ra hét nhwng miéng ca van con thoi thop.

Trong cuc canh sat, ba ngudi doi phwong c6 thai do vo cung tot, dong
y la vi cai va r6i méi dan dén danh nhau. Lwu Giai Chi hoi luéng cudng, co
goi dién cho nguwoi nha, bdo canh sat mudn goi luat sw tdi, canh sat liéc
nhin c6 hoi: “Co danh nhau a?”

R6t cudc Chu Bong Nam noi cau dau tién.

“Khong lién quan dén co ay.”
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Luu Giai Chi dugce tha ra, Chu Béng Nam va ba ngudi kia déu bi tam
giam muoi lam ngay.

Luu Giai Chi & bén ngoai cuc canh sat goi vo sd cudc dién thoai, co
nguwoi noi sé giip do xem sao, nhung mot ldc sau goi lai, déu bao khong
giap duoc.

“Chuyén nay khé giai quyét lam!”

Luu Giai Chi goi dién thoai dén mitc hét pin, troi da t6i den. C6 cam
dién thoai trong tay, ditng khéc trén dwong cdi, co rat hoi han, néu khong
phai vi c6 tinh toan chi li dé xdy ra dung do vd&i tén dién kia, Chu Bong
Nam sé khong gap chuyén nhu thé.

Khong ai biét cau chuyén dang sau ly tra sita do.

Pém hom &y, Thanh Van khong dén nha Chu Pong Nam duogc.
Chuyén rat bat ngo, Ly Van Sung goi may cap cao trong cong ty moi com,
vira chang vang da tryc tiép lai xe dén cong ty ctia Thanh Van don co, bita
tiéc nay quan trong, Thanh Van khong thé tir chéi dugc.

Trén dwong dén nha hang, Thanh Van nhan tin cho Chu Bong Nam,
Chu Bong Nam khong c6 tra 16i. Lan nay khong phai 1a mot bita tiéc don
gian, vita an vira thdo luan rat nhiéu chuyén, trong khoang thoi gian do, Ly
Van Sung phai thwong xuyén di ra nghe dién thoai, chi con lai minh Thanh
Van, phai dai dién Ly Van Sung xa giao véi may nguoi khac, khong c6 thoi
gian nghi gi nita.

Binh thuwdng, mdy bita tiéc nay déu do Tao Khai di cuing Ly Van Sung,
hém nay Tao Khai cé viéc ban, khong thé di dwgc. Thanh Van uoéng nhiéu
rugu, trong long lai cé tdm sy, cang say nhanh hon binh thuong. Hai mat c6
10 mo nhin ra ngoai ctra kinh béng loang kia, bau troi tdi den nhw mot con
manh thua khong 16, mudn nuét chirng tat ca.
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Bita tiéc dién ra dén tan khuya, Thanh Van say, anh mat 16 do ng6i 1én
xe, Ly Van Sung béo tai xé 1ai xe thang vé nha. Vé dén biét thy nha minh,
Ly Van Sung va di Hong cung nhau d& Thanh Van 1én lau, dwa vao phong.

“T6i di ndu chut canh ndm tuyét nhé!” Di Hong noi.

Anh mét Ly Van Sung van nhin nguwdi phu nit trén givong. Di Hong
cam thay hoi ki la, trong phong khong bat dén, h6m nay troi lai t6i den, rot
cudc Ly Van Sung dang nhin gi vay?

“Khong can.” Duwdi man dém, giong noi cia 6ng ta cé vé rat lanh lung.
Di Hong gat gat dau, lang 1€ di ra ngoai.

Thanh Van tréd minh, hinh nhw hoi tinh tdo mot chit. Chuyén dau tién
co lam la cam lay dién thoai di dong, trong nhay mat man hinh sang 1én, co
nheo mat, dong thdi cling nhin thdy nguwdi ngoi bén canh.

“Nghi ngoi di!” Ly Van Sung noi.

“Em muon goi dién thoai.” Thanh Van mé& miéng, mui rwou lap tic
toa ra.

CoO qua that da goi cu dién thoai dy ngay tredc mat Ly Van Sung. Bén
kia tat may. Thanh Van ctp mdy, lic dang dinh goi lan ntta thi Ly Van
Sung da 14y dién thoai ctia c6 di.

“Nghi ngoi di, mai roi hay néi.”

Thanh Van nhiu may, dwa tay 14y lai dién thoai di dong: “Em c6 hen
v&i nguoi ta roi.”

“Hen cai gi?”

“Pua dien thoai di dong cho em!”
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Man hinh chd cua dién thoai khong dwgc bao lau da tat, Ly Van Sung
cwoi khay trong dém toi: “Pugc, dwa em nay, em goi di!”

Thanh Van cam di dong, lai goi lan nita. Bén kia van tat may.
Lai goi. Van la tat may.

Ly Van Sung ngbi yén & bén givong lang ldng nhin. Thanh Van goi
mai, goi dén khi hoa mat chéng mat, nga nguwdi trén goi nga mat.

CO0 meé say chim vao mong dep, trong mong nhu c6 ai do khé tro
chuyén cung c6 gidong nhw dém qua vay.

Puong nét gwong mat nguwdi do sau sac, giong néi tram am giong nhw
trugce day vay.
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Chuong 51
Thanh Van sinh ra @ Bach Thanh(1).

(1) 1a mot thanh pho thudc tinh Cat Lam, Trung Quoc, gidp vdi tinh
Hac Long Giang

Co0 sinh ra va 16n 1én & day, lan dau tién thuc si di xa nha chinh la vao
mua xuan nam muwoi tudi, me cia Thanh Van da dwa co6 ngoi xe Itra di dén
Cap Nhi Tan.(2)

(2)la thanh phé tha phu cda tinh Hac Long Giang, nam & phia Dong
Bac Trung Qudc

Pén tan bay gid, Thanh Van van nhd mai cdm giac méi mé khi ay.

Xe Itra son mau xanh luc, ct thé néi dudi nhau, di chuyén cham vo
cung.

Me cua Thanh Van tén la Ngé Man, la cong nhan cta mot phan
xuwéng, ba rat dep, c6 ngudi n6i ba trong gidng minh tinh trong phim Bén
Thwong Hai trede kia, nhung Thanh Van lai cam thdy khong giong. Co da
xem b0 phim do6 ro6i, so véi minh tinh kia, c6 cam thady me Ngé Man trong
giong mot doa hoa xinh dep nhung khong thu hit kia hon.

Vao mua xuan, lvgng khach nhiéu hon binh thwong, hai nguwdi ho von
khong c6 cho ngoi, nhung sau khi 1én tau da nhanh chéng dugc ngudi ta
chia chung giwong nam. Ngwoi chia giwong tro chuyén véi Ngé Man,
Thanh Van thi nhin ra ngoai ctra s6 toa tau.
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Cudi thang giéng, bao tuyét bay day trdi, bén ngoai ctra s6 chi thay
tuyét trang mu mit, nhin xa xa, mdy ngon ndi nhw nhitng béng hoa, vira
trang vira tinh khiét.

Trong toa tau co6 rat nhiéu ngwdi, da loai mui vi, con cé ngudi & bén
canh vuot mat co, tréu choc c6, c6 khé nhwén may cuwoi véi nguoi do.
Khuon mat nhé nhan méi mwoi tudi bi khi néng trong toa tau khién cang
min, khong hé cé chit ty vét, cit nhw dau hii, chi sg cham nhe ciing sé v&
nat.

Ng6 Man khong qué chu y dén Thanh Van, di nhién, ba ciing khong
dé y dén nguoi dan 6ng da chia givong cho hai me con ba & bén canh, van
dang quan lay ba tro chuyén. Ng6 Man cti dau, bat ké nguoi khac noi gi,
ba déu trd 16i cau c6 cau khong, khong yén long.

Diéu nay ciing kho trach ba, d6i v6i ngwdi phu nit da ba muwoi tudi nhw
ba ma noéi, quyét dinh lan nay qua quan trong, quan trong dén mic ba can
phai tan lyc st dung dau 6c von khong duwgc thong minh may ctia minh suy
nghi, nghi mai dén ldc thanh cong hodc la that bai méi thoi.

Luc dén Cap Nhi Tan, Ng6 Man mua cho Thanh Van mot bo quan o
mdi. D6 la mot chiéc 4o bong mau dé, trén mat 4o con cé théu hinh may
con vat nho, Thanh Van mac trén nguoi, trong nhu dita bé dang yéu budc
ra tu trong tranh.

Ngb6 Man tim dén duwgc ctta nha cia mot ngwoi, trong hanh lang vang
lanh, ba ditng trwdc clra ca niva gio nhung van khong dam go. Thanh Van
khong biét ba dang suy nghi gi, tuy cam thdy rat lanh, nhung c6 van khong
quay riy Ngo Man. (EE <- vén ven, dau dua, cd)

Bén ngoai, phdo da di dung n6 vang. Truwdc day, vao dip Tét, phao
dwgc dot nhiéu hon bay gid nhiéu, ca dém khong ngirng, vira ra khoi civa da
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nhin thdy trén dat toan la xac phdo, giam 1én mém mai nhw dang di trén
tham.

Trong nha cé tiéng nguoi néi chuyén, duong nhur dang an com tat
nién, con c6 nguwdi danh bai nita. Ngé Man ct ditng trude cira, dén cudi
cung bat khoc 1én.

Khi Thanh Van da lanh dén khong thé chiu dugc nita, co kéo tay Ngb
Man, néi: “Me, con lanh.”

Duong nhw lic nay Ngoé Man mdéi nhé dén Thanh Van, ba xoay nguai
om lay c6, mat chén vao chiéc do mdi cia cd, gao khoc. Khong ai c6 thé
nghe thay tiéng khoc nay, bdi n6é da bi nhan chim trong tiéng phéo.

Cubi cung Ng6 Man dat co roi khoi Cap Nhi Tan, tré vé Bach Thanh.
Twr d6 trd di, Ngoé Man cang ngay cang gay guoc.

Khi Thanh Van dan 16n 1én, biét rd moi chuyén trong nha, c6 dan hiéu
ra, chuyén di dén Cap Nhi Tan 4y, chinh la mot duwong ranh gidi. Truwdc
dwong ranh gidi, Ng6 Man la mot doa hoa kiéu diém, chd doi anh mat troi.
Sau dwong ranh gidi, Ng6é Man chang qua song la dé song ma thoi.

Thai do cia Ng6 Man doéi v6i Thanh Van rat diu dang, khong dén mic
khong théem dém xia, nhung ciing khong qua quan tam. Thanh Van biét, c6
chi Ia minh chitng cho tinh yéu giita Ngé Man va Thanh Banh Phi. Nhung
dé lai 1a mot tinh yéu c6 bat dau lai khong cé két thuc.

Ngb6 Man rat it khi nhac dén Thanh Banh Phi v6i Thanh Van, c¢ nhw
ba chi muon gitt doan ki &c kia cho riéng minh. Thé nhung sau dé ba nga
bénh, trong con bao bénh, ba da ké lai tat cd nhitng chuyén tredc kia cho
Thanh Van nghe. Cau chuyén khac cot ghi tam nhw thé nhat dinh phai dugc
lvu git lai.
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Ba noi rat 16n x6n, thwong xuyén ding lai, trede sau khéng an khép.
Noi that, Thanh Van cling khong cam thdy hitng thu vGi chuyén cii gitra ba
va nam dién vién theo doan van cong tit Cap Nhi Tan dén Bach Thanh biéu
dién kia, nhung c6 phai nghe, béi vi Ngo Man la me co.

Nam Thanh Van mudi sau tudi, Ngé Man qua doi, lic dy ba chua dén
bon muoi tudi. Mot ngay truede khi ba qua doi, ba néi véi Thanh Van, trong
tang 1é nhat dinh phai chii y xem c6 ngudi nao dén hay khong.

Ai dén co chu?

Khong c6 ai dén ca. Ng6 Man chuwa 1ap gia dinh da sinh con, cugc doi
khong trong sach, quan hé v6i nguwdi than cling méng manh, may 10i linh
tinh ba cling khong nghe, hoan toan séng trong thé gidi cia chinh minh.

Cudc doi nhe mot giac mong, nhw bang nhw tuyét, khong hé c6 chut
dau vét cta anh nang mai, binh binh thuong thwdong, binh than tréi qua.

Sau khi Ng6 Man chét, cau cua Thanh Van dén tim c6, dinh dén 6 vé,
néi sé giip co tim mot ngwoi trong sach dé két hon. Thanh Van khong di,
cau c6 mang cho c¢6 mét tran, bado vdi xudt than ciia may, mudn tim nguoi
dang hoang khong hé dé dang, dirng c6 khong biét tot xau. May cling muén
hoc theo me may sao?

Thanh Van ndi, t6i cam thdy me t6i nhw thé cling rat tot. Co khong hé
noi doi dé ra vé, c6 qua that cam thay ca doi Ngo Man déu rat tot.

Ngo Man la ngwoi than duy nhat cia Thanh Van, sau khi ba chét,
Thanh Van khong hé tim dén bat ct than thich nao khac, bo hoc, bat dau di
lam. Co da tirng lam co6ng & rat nhiéu noi: khach san, nha hang, vii
treong... Trong nhitng nam thang voi vang ay, c6 da phdi chiu nhiéu kho
s@, di qua rat nhiéu con duong, cling da gdp rat nhiéu nguoi. Trong so do,
bao gom ca Vuong Té Nam.
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Vuwong Té Nam la chu mot tiém bang dia, cho thué, ban cac loai bang,
dia CD. Quy mo ctta tiém nay rat nho, ong cht hay nhan vién gi cling chi la
mot minh anh ta, cra tiéfm nam sau trong mot con phd cii. Lan dau tién
Thanh Van dén ctra tiém cta anh ta, la mudn tang do cho anh ta.

Khi d6 c6 dang lam & quan bar, vao nita dém ltc co6 sap tan ca, 6ng
chu cho c6 nam chai bia, bdo c6 da lam viéc cyc kho roi, cho co6 dé co tang
ban be nguoi quen.

Pong Bac vao thap nién chin mwoi, loan lac ngoai sic twéng tuwong.
Khi d6 Vuwong Té Nam hai muoi sau tudi, trong chon hon don nay ciing coi
nhw c6 chat tiéng tam, hom dé khi Thanh Van dén tang bia cho anh ta, anh
ta dang ¢ trong tiém xem phim.

Xem phim gi, thi khéng can néi nhiéu réi. Trong dém t6i mua ha, bén
ngoai co tiéng dé kéu khong ngirng, bén trong ciling vang vong tiéng kéu
khong nghi.

Nguoi dan 6ng ngoi dwa lung vé phia quay, mdc mét 40 so mi ngan
tay mau xam rat binh thudng, bai vi néng bitc tay do duwgc kéo 1én dén ba
vai, 10 ra canh tay ran chac va mot goc hinh xam.

Thanh Van x4ch bia ddt nhe 1én ban. Vwong Té Nam quay dau lai.

Chi vira liéc mat, lai nhw sam vang chdp giat. Thanh Van bong nhién
bdi roi, dwong nhw c6 da hiéu dugc nhitng 10i ma trede kia Ngoé Man da noi
vOi minh....

Mub6n cho anh, tat ca déu muo6n cho anh hét.

Vwong Té Nam c6 kha tuan td, chang qua 16ng may cé seo do danh
nhau trwdce kia, nén trong hoi hung dit. Di nhién la con ngudi anh ta cling
khong dwoc goi la hoa nha, khi trgn mat 1én trong nhuw ho phap, lic nao
cling ham ham. Nhung Thanh Van lai yéu.
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Ban dau Vuong Té Nam that khong biét lam sao vGi c6. Anh ta cam
thay c6 con qua nhé, vui dua mét chat thi dwgc, nhung khong thé coi nhw 1a
that. Thanh Van cling khong quan tdm, anh ta muén choi gi, c6 ciing theo.

Trong giGi 1on xon nay Vwong Té Nam c6 khong it ké thu, c6 mot lan
Thanh Van dén tim anh ta, ding ldc thdy nguwdi ta t6i dap cira tiém. Lan dé
qua that danh nhau rat hang, cé rat nhiéu ngudi, Vwong Té Nam liéu mang
v&i may ké dé dén mat long song soc, nhin thdy Thanh Van, hét 16n bao c6
cat xa mot chut. Thanh Van chay dén quay trai cay ké bén, giat con dao
chuyén cat dwa hau trong tay 6ng chu quay, nham mat xong dén.

Mot 6 gai nhé lam sao biét chém ngudi khac, Vuong Té Nam giat 1ay
con dao, trong cang dit ton gdp may lan.

Thanh Van bj dva di lao dong may thang, t6i ngay dwoc tha ra, Vwong
Té Nam dén don c6. Hai ngudi hon nhau ngay tride cira trai tam giam.

Twr d6 vé sau, lang giéng xung quanh déu biét, 6ng chu hung than ac
sat cda cai tiém bang dia kia da c6 ban gai ro6i. Thanh Van thudong xuyén
cung Vuong Té Nam chui ric trong can phong nhé trén lau, lam dén troi
dat mu mit.

Vuong Té Nam cham vao cho hai ngudi két hgp, lai boi 1én nguai ¢o,
bdo c6 rang phu nit dung cai nay con hitu hiéu hon bat ct loai kem dudng
da nao, c6 dya vao nguc anh ta cwdi dén run ray.

Vwong Té Nam thich ra ngoai choi, anh ta c6 mét chiéc xe mé t6,
thwong dwa Thanh Van di dao khap noi. Pong Bac rat lanh, vira dén mua
dong da cé bao tuyét, ca thanh phd phu day swong. Vwong Té Nam dua
Thanh Van di cong vién, khoang thoi gian d6 cong vién van con thu tién,
hai ngwoi ho dung xe mo t6 & gan do, 1én tréo twong vao. Vwong Té Nam
nhdy xudng trudc, sau d6 dd Thanh Van. Thanh Van luoén c6 y nhay ao
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xuong, c6 biét Vwong Té Nam nhat dinh c6 thé d& dwgc minh. Chi la ngay
sau do, anh ta nhat dinh sé bép c6 c6, mang c6 may cau.

Nguwoi Veong Té Nam hirng hue nhw mot cai kim gap than, mua dong
cling chi mac mot cai 4o jacket bang da bén ngoai, bén trong la 4o so mi
moéng. Hai nguoi chay trong cong vién, chay dén mét moi, Vwong Té Nam
cdi lubn ca o jacket ra, & tran trong troi tuyét gia rét, rung minh kéu to hai
tiéng.

May hat swong dong bang hai bén dwong run 1én roi xuéng, that giong
nhu bi kinh sg. Ca trgi dat déu trang x6a, Thanh Van chi nhin thdy ré6 moi
16ng may anh, mat anh, rau anh, toc anh.

Sau d6 dung phai danh nghiém (3), Vwong Té Nam bi ban bé vu cdo,
bi bat vao cuc canh séat, tré thanh mot vat hi sinh trong vu can quét té nan
Pong Bac. Sau dé anh ta da bo tron.

(3) Thuat ngt trong nganh cong an mang y nghia can quét té nan
nghiém ngat.

Anbh ta trén qua voi, chi kip bdo cho c6 biét rang anh ta sé tré lai.

Tran nay dén cung bao 1au méi két thic. Chuwa duge niva thang, Thanh
Van bat dau di héi tham khap noi, héi d6i ba ngwdi rét cudc cling biét dugc
Vuwong Té Nam da di Bac Kinh, tim ngwoi dai ca thoi con di linh dé nwong
twa, xin anh ta cttu mang.

Bac Kinh! Bac Kinh! Thanh Van chi nhin thay tha d6 phon hoa kia
trén tivi.

C6 muon thu don chit hanh ly, lai phat hién ra minh chang c6 gi ca.
Nhung quyét tam muon di tim Vwong Té Nam cua c6 lai cang 16n, mang
theo tat ca tién bac, Thanh Van di tau dén Bac Kinh.
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Trén xe Itta, c0 nhé lai chuyén di dén Cap Nhi Tan cung me vao nhiéu
nam trede. Co cam thdy tré nén that gan giii véi Ngo Man.

Nam d6, Thanh Van muoi tam tuoi.

Bac Kinh 16n nhw thé, c6 lai khong dam tiét 16 tin trc vé than phan
cia Vuwong Té Nam qua 10 lifu, mudn tim ra anh ta qua that la vo cung
nguy hiém.

Tién danh dum dwgc nhanh chéng xai hét, Thanh Van chi cé thé tim
viéc lam & Bac Kinh. Ciing giong nhu trudc day, viéc gi c6 cling lam, nao
la phuc vu nha hang, thg stra xe, nhan vién ban hang.... Céng viéc & Bac
Kinh nhiéu hon va ciing kh6 cuc hon co twéng twgng rat nhiéu.

Nguoi lam chung véi c6 néi cho co biét, ban bao hiém kiém tién rat
dé, bao co di lam di. Thanh Van tim dwgc mot cong ty quy mo 16n, c6 cam
thdy may man vi khi ndp don c6 da trudng thanh. C6 lam nhan vién béo
hiém @& vi tri thap nhat, trdi qua hai ngay huan luyén don gian, co6 bat dau
dén tirng nha dé rao ban bao hiém.

Thanh Van ti* nhoé da hiéu rat rd wu thé cia minh, cho nén c6 thuong
hay cwoi. Nghiép vu cua co6 kha hon nhitng ngwoi khac mot chuat, nhung
cling chi mot chit ma thoi. Co khong thé nao tap trung, béi trai tim c6 dang
& noi khac mat roi. Ngay troi qua van cit cyc kho nhw thé, Vwrong Té Nam
van khong c6 tin titc, Thanh Van dan s6t rudt. Nhat la vao ban dém, khi c6
ngu trong mot nha tro nho gan tram xe khach, mot chiéc giwvong chung to
16n, nam xép 16p nhiéu ngwoi, c6 thwong nga khong duwgce, khi do, co dac
biét nhé dén Vuong Té Nam.

Vao mét dém mua dong, co khong mudn ngoi li & nha tro nita, co 1én
xe buyt di lung tung. C6 tinh c& nhin thdy mot khu dan cuw cao cap, san
vron ngay ngan, twong cao xay xung quanh. Co tim trong tui xach, cac loai
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don bao hiém déu c6 dem theo, c6 dot nhién nghi nguwdi ¢ noi nay, chac
chan sé mua bao hiém véi dinh mitc cao.

Thanh Van lén di vao trong khu cw x4, khu nha rat yén tinh, ngay ca
cai déen duwong cling hoan my vo cung. Co go go ctta mot nha, ngwoi ma
ctra la mot ba lao, Thanh Van ndéi ra muc dich cua minh, ba kinh ngac nhin
Thanh Van tr trén xudng duéi.

“Chung t6i khong mua bao hiém.” — Ba ta héi ngwoc lai — “Lam sao
c0 vao dugc day?”

Ba ta hoi hét 1an nay dén lan khac, Thanh Van quay dau chay mat. Co
cam thdy minh dén khu nha nay la mot quyét dinh sai lam.

Troi mua dong lanh dén céng chan, Thanh Van giam giam chan, xoay
nguoi dinh roi di. Pung ldc nay, co phat hién bén canh la mdt ng6i nha lau
nho. Trudc san duge quét don sach sé, khong giong nhu san cua ba lao ban
ndy, bén ngoai phoi day may thyc pham khong r6 1a thit gi. Noi day trong
cdy tung bach, mua déong ma van xanh um twoi t6t. San vueon dugce cat tia
gon gang, duwong da bang phang sach sé. Pén trudc ctra bat sang treng, mau
sac am ap.

Thanh Van map mdy moi, di dén, nhan chuéng ctra. Mot ngudi dan
ong mad cuia.

Do la mot nguwoi dan 6ng rat anh tuan, vé mat diu dang. Vé mat ong
binh thdn nhin Thanh Van, nghe c6 néi xong, hoi buon cuwdi, tya trén vach
clra, néi: “Co la nhan vién nghiép vu cong ty nao, troi lanh nhw thé ma lai
madc vay ngan di ban bao hiém?”

Thanh Van cii dau, nhin d6i chan dai cia minh. Co6 lanh dén mitc
khong cdm giac dugc gi nita r6i. Thanh Van ha miéng, run ray dua to

quang cao cho ngudi dan o6ng kia, 6ng khéng cam, chi liéc qua mot cai, sau
do nhuon may.
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“Binh Thai?”
Thanh Van w.
“Chi nhanh nao?”

Thanh Van liéc nhin 6ng, cdm thdy mi mat minh ciing sap dong cing
ca roi.

“Co6 mua hay khong?” Co hoéi don gian ngan gon.
Nguoi dan 6ng trdé mat: “O, budn ban thé ha?”

Thanh Van cdm thdy minh di dén khu nha nay la sai lam 1an nita, c6
cau may, quay dau di. Vira di dwoc hai buwdc lai lui vé, 1y lai to don Ly
Van Sung dang cam trong tay.

Ba 16 cua co6 bi kéo lai.
“Khong ban nita a?”

“Khong ban nitta.”

“Sao lai khong ban nita?”
“Tré qua roi.”

“Ciling lanh qua dung khong?”

Thanh Van ngang dau, ngudi dan 6ng budng tay ra, 6ng mé ctra rong
ra mot chut, noi vdi co: “Nao, vao day di!”

Thanh Van diéng cing do.
Nguwoi dan 6ng chi chi sau lung c6, noi: “Néu khong vao thi dé may

nguoi do bat c6.”
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Thanh Van quay dau, nhin thdy may ngudi bdo vé dang di vé phia nay.
“Dbén day.”

Peén trong nha bat sang choang, Thanh Van nhin thay tién sanh, con
nhin thdy 16i di that dai & dang sau binh phong.

Nguoi dan ong ti€ép tuc chi vao trong, néi: “T6i cd chit hivng thu véi
may loai bdo hiém nay, that ding lic, c6 gidi thiéu cho t6i di.”

Thanh Van cudi cung cling vao trong nha. Nguwoi dan 6ng dan c6 dén
phong khéach, trong can phong rong dwoc trai mot tam tham 16n, budc 1én
v6 cung mém mai. Trén ban tra thap cling dwgc dat ngay ngan nhiéu loai tra
cy, canh ban tra la ghé salon, bén trén cé treo mot birc tranh thiy mac.
Trong goc phong khach la may loai cay c6i dwgc cham soc ti mi, 14 xanh
um twoi tot, hoa ngoc lan nd rd téa huong thom.

Ngbi nha nay rat dep, chi la qua yén tinh, yén tinh dén mirc cam thay
moi vat bén trong ngoi nha nay déu chi dung dé trang tri ma thoi.

Nguoi dan ong ngoi trén ghé salon, Thanh Van dwa td quang cdo cho
ong, lic dua ra lai phat hién n6 da nhau nét, voi vang rut lai, déi mot to
khac.

“Khong gi6i thidu mot chit a?”

Thanh Van ho khan hai tiéng, bat dau lap bap gidi thiéu bao hiém. Co6
von ga mo, dau 6c lai bi gi6 lanh théi dén mu mi, ndi nang ciing trd nén 16n
x0n. Nguoi dan ong nghe thay thé cudi khanh khach.

Thanh Van nhin thay anh mat ctia 6ng, c6 im lang.

“Khong noi nita a?”
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Thanh Van chi vao t0 don quang cao trong tay ong, “Trén don co du,
tr xem di.”

Nguoi dan ong nhin t0 don mot lwgt nhw dang giai tri, luc Thanh Van
khong chu y, 6ng nguwéc mat khéi to gidy. Khong khi lic néng lic lanh
khién gwong mat co gai do gay.

Nguoi dan 6ng dat to don xuéng, binh than goi; “Di Hong!”

MGt ngwoi phu nit trung nién mac quan ao bao mau chay dén, nguoi
dan ong chi chi Thanh Van, ba gat dau di vao bép, mot lic sau, bung mot
tach tra ra.

Nguoi dan 6ng néi: “Tra girng tdo dd, sac mat c6 khong tot 1am, uéng
mot chut dé b6 sung khi huyét.”

Nudc tra rat dep, trong veo sang ngoi, tda ra hoi nong.
“Ubng mot chut di.” Ngwoi dan 6ng noi.
Thanh Van nhin nwdc tra that 1au, sau dé khé cam on.

Uong ngum th nhat cam thay hoi khé uéng, c6 dirng mot lic, kiém
nén cam giac kho chiu lai réi uéng thém mot ngum nita.

Luc dé tach tra xudng, nguwoi dan 6ng cwoi nhat.

“That phong khoang nhi, ai khong biét con twéng c6 dang uéng rugu
day!”

Nguwoi dan 6ng dwa 1én ghé salon, dgi ¢6 uéng xong, maGi néi: “Gidi
thiéu mot chat di.”

“Khong phéi 6ng da xem t& quang céo do roi sao?”
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Nguoi dan 6ng lac dau, bao gidi thiéu khong phai 1a gidi thiéu kia, c6
khong hiéu, nén 6ng danh phai dan dat.

“Toi tén Ly Van Sung, co tén gi?”
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That 1au sau nay, Thanh Van méi biét dugc moi chuyén vé Ly Van
Sung.

Trong mat rat nhiéu ngudi, Ly Van Sung giong nhuw mot quyén sach
toi nghia kho hiéu, 6ng bdo thu phtc tap, lai khong thich gidi thich véGi
nguoi khac, chi co thé tiép can ong tirng chut tirng chiat mot qua nam thang
dai dang dang. Nhung Thanh Van khong hé nghi nhw vay. Qua that Idc co
bat dau biét vé 6ng, co da vo cung dé dang hiéu 6ng. Nhung co6 bat dau hiéu
rd vé ong chinh la ba nam sau.

Trong nhitng nam thang trong vang do, Ly Van Sung chi ditng dudi
goc do mot nguwdi xem, cham s6c cho nguwdi con gai mu mo ay. Co mat hét
tat cd, Vuwong Té Nam da 14y di tat ca ctia co. Trai tim cO yéu 6t dén mirc
khong thé chiu noi chit da kich nao, nhwng du ¢6 c6 khoc, 6ng cling khong
hé thay dugc o yéu dudi. Mot co gai co to vé, tré tudi, trong khoang thoi
gian chg doi cai chét, c6 van song that citng coi, tran ngap bat cam, nhung
van can rang nhan nhin.

Thinh thodng Ly Van Sung sé nhé dén nguoi dan 6ng cé hang chan
may gy kia. Ong doéan néi tuyét vong ctia Thanh Van c6 1& lién quan dén
anh ta. Nhung tredc khodnh khac cudi cung, ong thuwong dirng y nghi ay
lai, giong nhw dang c6 lan tranh diéu gi.

Ly Van Sung ba mwoi may tudi, tinh cach da chin chan, nhung van
thiéu sét chit bao dung. Ong khong muén thiva nhan ring ngudi phu nit thu
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hit ctia 6ng 1a do mét tén dan 6ng khac dip nin ra. Ong 1a nguoi rat kién
nhan, 6ng c6 du ty tin, 6ng lang lang quan sat, tir tir cho dgi.

Con Thanh Van, vao mot ngay nao do lai chgt phat hién ra, thoi gian
da tr6i qua lau lam roi, ngwoi dan ong kia cling da la qua khi ti 1au, Co da
bat dau khéng con nhd nhung moi ngay, mo mong tirng dém nita. Luc Ay,
c6 nhin quanh, c6 chgt phat hién ra Ly Van Sung van luon ditng bén canh.

Ly Van Sung van 6n hoa nhu cii, 6ng nhan ra sy thay doi ctia Thanh
Van, mung rd noi: “Em nhin di, anh noi khong sai, sé quén nhanh thoi dang
khong?”

Thanh Van khong dap, Ly Van Sung ngoi bén canh co, néi: “Em con
qua nho, cling gap qua it chuyén, dé dang trao ra tat cd, sau khi mat di lai
cam thay ca thé gigi déu sup do. That ra thi, thit cudn hat anh mat em, chi
la m6t phan rat nhé cta thé gigi nay.”

Thanh Van yén lang nhin 6ng, trong mat Ly Van Sung dong day ao
wdc va khat vong ma chinh 6ng cling khong biét.

Ly Van Sung sap xép cho ¢ mdt cong viéc. Tt huan luyén dén thu
tuc chitng nhén, cudi cung lén dén cap cao, déu la do mot tay dng sap xép.
Ong dwa c6 ra ngoai, dé cd gip may nguoi ban 1lam &n, gip dugc nhitng
ngudoi ban tot. Ngoai ban than 6ng ra, 6ng trao hét tat ca cho Thanh Van.

Co von mudn bo di nhung mot dém kia da gitt chan co lai.

Do la mot dem mua, x0a di con nong bic cua mua he, mang chut hoi
am dén Bac Kinh. Ly Van Sung vira oan trach thoi tiét chét tiét, vira ra
ngoai nhw da hen trudce. Do 1a budi tu hop ban bé do 6ng t6 chitc, dugc sap
x6p & mot cau lac bg, an uéng tam rira chaoi bai choi béng, may tro tiéu
khién nho nho, khién ngwoi ta quén di con mwa to bén ngoai, thw gian chut
moi mét.
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Lic dang choi bai, Thanh Van lai 1én con nghién thuoc 14, thtra dip
moi nguwdi dang choi so6i ndi thi 1én ra ngoai. Cau lac bo cé khu vie danh
riéng cho ngwoi hiat thude, nhwng Thanh Van bong thay lwoi tim bira mot
can phong nho & dang sau.

Khéi con chwa kip nhé ra, c6 da nghe thay bén ngoai c6 ba nguwoi di
dén. Tao Khai, Thoi Lgi Van, va mét quan ly cap cao khac, Vuwong Ham.
Theo 16i Ly Van Sung ca ba nguwdi déu la thanh nién tai nang anh tuan. Ly
Van Sung thich dé Thanh Van gap mat nhitng thanh nién tré tudi, twong lai
rong ma@ nhu thé nay. Khi ma Thanh Van van con & bén canh 6ng, 6ng luén
cO gang sap x€p da loai hop mat va gap god, 6ng cam thay nhw thé sé vo
hinh cam hoéa dugc co, cho co6 dong luc.

Ba nguoi kia ra ngoai hong mat, nhan tién tan gau. Dém dai dang
dang, can phong yén tinh, qua ding la mét hoan canh tam sy rat tuyét.

Ho noi tGi néi lui, mwon hoi rwgu bat dau to nho nhitng chuyén cue ki
bi mat. Chu nhan ctia nhitng bi mat nay déu c6 thé lyc cao, vi tri cao, co
twong lai rong mé& hon ho nhiéu. Nao la chuyén xdu nha lanh dao nao do,
nao la chuyén lanh dao nao dé luén cti ninh not, nao la lanh dao nao dé
bang cap gia phai di dut 16t bao nhiéu nguwdi, roi thi lanh dao nao d6 c6 nuoi
tinh nhan ¢ bén ngoai...

0i?! N6i dén nudi tinh nhan, ca ba ngudi déu khong hen ma dirng lai,
giong nhw mudn noi sdu hon vé van dé nay mot chit. Nhung tat cd moi
ngwoi déu mudn nghe, khong ai chiu mé miéng trude.

Cudi cung, Vwong Ham ho khé mot tiéng dé gidi vay, anh ta bat dau
noi vao y chinh....

“T6i no6i nay, may chuyén trén kia ngwoi that sy la dém khong xué,
nhung vé vu nudi bo nay thi Ly téng mdi la...” Ngén tay cai lap titc givong
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cao, con noéi, ho can phai bat chwéc Ly Van Sung, nuodi theo ké hoach, nuoi
cho 1én chitc, nuéi mot cach trang tron.

Thanh Van dat hop thudc 1a xudng, twa 1én vach twong trong phong,
nhw dang thidng thitc man biéu dién vach tran ctia bon ho.

Nghe Vuong Ham néi, hai ngudi kia déu gat dau lia lia, dau tién la
cam than Ly Van Sung that ding la tham sau, khong biét c6 bao nhiéu san

nghiép, tiéu tién nhw nwdc, mat cling khong chdp.

Oi, gian khé hoc tdp mudi ndm, liéu séng liu chét bo 1én trén, cling
khong thé ddu véi may ngudi mang tét, dwong thong. Ngwoi v6i ngudoi
dung la c6 chénh 1éch. Ca ba ngwoi déu thd dai, giwvong mat nhin nhau an
Ui

Nhung moéi ngwoi déu cé cho kho néi ma...

Vwong Ham noéi, Thanh Van kia ding la xinh dep, ban dau van chwa

to 10, nhwng cang vé sau cang c6 pham vi, lai tré tudi, phai néi anh mat Ly
tong qua chuan.

Théi Lgi Van chénh choang, lanh nhat n6i, nu6i cho dep c6 ich gi,
cling khong c6 phuc ma dung.

Tao Khai néi, bac si Thoi hiéu ro nhat ma.

Ba nguoi giong nhw da bat dwgc mot chu dé vira kich thich vira cay
d6c nhat, lai tiép tuc dao sau.

Vwong Ham néi, bac si Thoi gitip do mot chit, diéu tri cho tot di, du
sao déu la nguwdi lam to, sé khong tinh toan gi dau.

Vé mat Thoi Lgi Van thanh khan, t6i van lu6n toan tdm toan y mu6n
giup ma, nhung hinh nhv ngwoi ta khong mudn.
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Sao lai khong muon chit?

Thi ngudi ta cdm thay ban than 6n chit sao. Théi Loi Van 6m bung, lai
néi suy nghi khac nhau thoi. Nguwoi ta nghi may thi nhu tinh khi nay, phai
nudi mai dwgc, khong thé dé dang tiét ra duge dau.

Ai ng0 anh ta khong thé nhin dwgc cwdi phi ra, hai nguwdi khac to vé
thong cam ho khan, nhung moi cling da nhéch lén.

Tao Khai suyt suyt hai tiéng, lai n6i, canh gi¢i cua Ly tdng cao hon
ching ta nhiéu.

Thoi Lgi Van noi, dung vay, chung ta dang la khong nghiém tdi dugc.

Vwong Ham cudi cung gat dau, khong sai, ngudi v6i nguwdi sao ma
giong nhau dugc.

Néu la “ngudi véi nguwoi khong giong nhau”, di nhién phdi chon cach
lam cho minh vui vé, chuyén thuong tinh ctia con ngwoi thoi ma.

No6i chuyén mot ltic, ba nguwoi da tinh tdo khong it, cling bat dau bot
noi lai, tré nén can than hon.

bi thoi, Tao Khai néi, da di lau qua roi.
Ho di r6i, nhuvng Thanh Van thi chwra. Co rut mot diéu thuoc ra khoi

hop, cham lwa.

Trong lan khdi, c6 nh¢ lai luc treée. Co c@i ao so mi cua ong, kéo
khoéa quan 6ng xudng, bdo “anh tot véi em nhw vay, cé phdi thich em hay
khong? Téi nay em cho anh, cho xong em sé& di”. Ong lai khéng chiu cho
co6 dung vao noi do, nam chat tay c6, bao “em ditng 1én di”. Co6 ndi, “em tu
nguyén”.
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Ong vira nghe dén hai chit “tw nguyén” thi gwong mit hoi bién déi,
nhung cudi cung van day co ra.

“P06i vOi cdu ta cling vay sao?” Ly Van Sung rat it khi n6i dén tén
Vwong Té Nam, chi nhac dén bang chit “cau ta”.

Co6 khong noi 10i nao, Ly Van Sung c¢ nhw dang cung chiéu mot dira
tré, lac dau cudi, nhw dang tw n6i véi minh lai nhw dang noi véi 6, “tinh
cam la mot thit rat tham sau, nhung da s6 nguwoi lai rat néng can, chi yéu
thich vé ngoai va sw vui vé nhat thoi, khong hiéu rang di cham thi méi cé
thé vitng vang, nwdc nho thi méi co thé chdy dai”. Co chi nghi 6ng khéng
thich minh, nén danh thoi.

Ké bén can phong kia la mot phong khach dat thitc an, phong khach
dwgc trang tri theo phong cach c6 dién, trang trong nha nhan.

Loi ba nguoi kia vira ndi van quanh quan bén tai, Thanh Van bong
nhién budn cuwdi, noi go dé6 mai cong nhw thé nay, c6 khac gi hang rugu
rach nat & Bach Thanh chi, long ngudi & dau déu giong nhau ca.

Nhung khi c6 nghi dén Ly Van Sung, nhd dén tach tra ging tdo do
nam do, co lai cwoi khong ndi nita.

Bén ngoai phong khach mwa van tam ta. Thanh Van khong nhin thay
mua nhwng van cé thé nghe thay tiéng mwa roi. Trong con mwa to nhé lai
chuyén qué kh khién c6 dwong nhu cling bi 1ay nhiém chut hwong vi am
wét. Pau ¢o twa 1én canh ctra, soi téc rli xuéng, giong nhw mot tdm man
den, che kin chu6i ngay phong tran dang dang cua qua khit.

Co von mudn ra di. Nhung chinh dém d6 da gitt c6 lai. Pém dé Ly
Van Sung udng rat nhiéu rwgu, mat say 1o do, Thanh Van & lai nha 6ng. Ly
Van Sung 6m c0, nga nga say, Thanh Van noi véi ong, “em ¢ lai day”.

Ly Van Sung bat day khoi giwong, lang 1€ yéu cau co noéi lai 1an nita.
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Thanh Van néi, “em & lai”.

Ly Van Sung cudi 6m lay c6, ong mo mang néi, “em xem di, anh noi
ding ma, em sé nhanh chéng quén di qua khit, khong can gap, ching ta tw
tir thoi”.

Thanh Van cii dau, canh tay Ly Van Sung dang 6m c6 siét chat hon.
Ong khong hé cam thdy budn ngt chit nao, 6m cb ca dém, 6m dwoc mot
lic thi 6ng run ray cdi dau. Ca ngdi nha im ang giéng nhw thé gidi vira
buwdng binh vira dang buén nay vay.

Do la lan dau tién, cling 1a lan duy nhat Ly Van Sung khéc tredc mat
Thanh Van.

Ly Van Sung dwa Thanh Van dén dai ly ctia cong ty, sau mot thoi gian
lam viéc, Ly Van Sung nhuv 1€ thwong dé c6 ngoi vao vi tri tong giam doc.
Thanh Van néi c6 khong lam dvwgce, Ly Van Sung bao co khong sao ca,
trong van dé cong tac em khong biét thi anh sé gitip em.

Ly Van Sung ciing khong phai that sy muén Thanh Van hoc lam gi,
ong chi can Thanh Van trdi qua qua trinh “hoc”, qua trinh dé c6 tach biét
khoi quéa khit thoi.

Ong cam thdy minh da sip xép chuyén nay vo cling hoan hao. Nhung
ong khong biét rang, & cong ty, Thanh Van da nghe dugc vo s6 nguwdi néi
nhitng chuyén linh tinh. Ong ciing khong biét ring, vao lan dau tién cb
tham gia hoi nghi, trg ly riéng da chuan bi cho ¢6 toan bd ndi dung cta hoi
nghi bang tiéng Anh, trong khi nhitng nguwdi bén dwédi thdo ludn vo cung
khi thé, c06 lai chi nhu mot ké ngdc ngbi & trén, khong nghe hiéu bat cit cau
nao.

Nhitng diéu nay, cd chwa tirng néi cho Ly Van Sung biét. Thanh Van
rat lwoi, nhat 1a sau khi c6 quén di Vuwong Té Nam — Chuyén nay da ton
toan bo stc luwc cua co roi, doi vai moi viéc co déu trd nén rat vu vo.
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Sau khi két thiac hoi nghi, Thanh Van kéo trg ly kia vao nha vé sinh,
tat cho co ta nam bat tai, C6 noi véi co ta, lan nay la nam, lan sau néu con
nhu thé, thi sé tang 1én gdp doi.

Dogi dén khi co6 bwdc ra khoi nha vé sinh, cad phong hop déu yén lang
nhu t0, tdt cd moi nguwoi nhin c6. C6 nguwdi bdo cao chuyén nay lén tong
cong ty, nhung con chwa truyén bao xa thi da dirng lai.

Tr d6 vé sau, tat cd moi nguoi déu biét, ngwoi nang do dang sau “linh
nhdy du” nhuw c6 cé thé lyc rat 16n. Moi nguwoi da phuc tung, nhung cling
cang khinh thwong hon.

Nhung vay thi da sao? Thoi gian s6Gm muodn gi cling qua, nhan vién
cta cong ty lan lugt bi doi di, nhung Thanh Van van luén yén vi.

Quan hé cua Ly Van Sung va nguwdoi nha khong thé néi ro la t6t hay
khong tot. Cha ctia 6ng da qua doi khi 6ng ba mwoi ba tudi, Thanh Van
cling chi nghe ngwoi khac noi, bac cha chi cta Ly Van Sung c6 thé luc rat
16n.

Me cua Ly Van Sung la nguoi tri thie, gia dinh kinh doanh, nam xwa
khi ba di du hoc chau Au da gip duogc cha cia Ly Van Sung. Thanh Van da
gap ba mot lan, do Ly Van Sung sap xép. Ba khong n6i véi Thanh Van gi
ca, khong giong nhu trong cac phim truyén hinh thwong cé6 qua nhiéu yéu
cau do6i véi con dau ctia minh, tham chi ba con chang khen nggi Ly Van
Sung cau nao. Ba chi ndi v6i Thanh Van mot cau, “sau nay, con hay & bén
canh né nhiéu hon”. Mot ldc sau, ba lai lanh nhat b6 sung thém mot cau,
“con c 1a con thi dwoc roi”.

Thanh Van cam thdy, d6 la mot ngwoi phu nit ¢6 tri tué. Ba nhan ra
Thanh Van va Ly Van Sung la nguoi khong cung dwong, nhung ba van
mong Thanh Van & bén canh 6ng nhiéu hon. Thanh Van néi véi ba, “cho
du bac mudn con thay doi, con ciing khong thay doi duwoc”.
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Me Ly Van Sung gat dau, ba khong noi cudi tuy tién, cling khong té
vé bat man gi, moi ngudi trong nha nay déu an tinh. Ba thwdng thitc tach ca
phé tinh t& theo phong cach chau Au trén ban. Ba khac véi Ly Van Sung,
ba khong uong tra, cling khong thich may loai tra cu rwdm ra bang gém tw
sa cia Ly Van Sung, ciing chang thich may con chim kéu chip chip bi nhot
trong 16ng kia.

Lan dau tién Thanh Van di tim dan 6ng la vao nam th tw quen biét Ly
Van Sung. Trong mot dém néng bitc sau khi xem xong budi dién ba 1€,
thie ra Thanh Van von chi vi nham chan, mu6n tranh cai néng bén ngoai
vao day huwdng chut diéu hoa, cudi cung lai xem hét ca bubi dién. Co6 con
nhd o vd dién kia tén la “Kep Hat Dé”, ké vé mot ¢6 bé da nhat dwgc mot
cai kep hat dé vao dém giang sinh, dém dén kep hat dé kia bién thanh mot
vi hoang tt. V& dién kha so6i noi, tran day sac thai than bi.

Nguwai thich ba 1é vao thoi nay qua that con rat it, nhwng dién vién van
dién rat chd tam, nhat 1a vi dong vai hoang tit kia, giong nhw khong bao gio
biét mét, moi lan déu nhay rat cao, ¢t nhw chi can lam nhw vay c6 thé khién
vii doan sé tré nén noi danh. Nhung vi dung sttc qua nhiéu vé mat anh ta
hoi citng, giong nhu mot twéng quan hon, nao cé giong maét vi hoang t
nha nhdn thong dong chu.

Thanh Van nhin ma buon cuwdi. Chinh loai sttc lyc tran tré ay da hap
dan co.

Sau khi bu6i biéu dién két thiic, Thanh Van di ra sau canh ga tim nam
dién vién kia. O khoang cach gan, anh ta tréng cang khong giéng mot
hoang tt, ma giong thu linh bon cwép hon.

Thanh Van qua dém vai anh ta. Ngay hom sau, khi tinh lai, co da quén
xin cach lién lac vdi anh ta r6i. Qua may ngay, cudi cung khi di tim, mdi
biét hda ra vii doan kia da roi khéi Bac Kinh.
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Thanh Van di hét ca con duwong Truong An, trdi t6i r6i méi nhan ra da
khong con nhw xwa nita. Gidng nhw vao khoadnh khac ay, toan b thé gigi
ma c6 von quen thudc, da tré nén khac biét.

Co vé lai nha, nhan dwgc dién thoai cia Ly Van Sung, nghe thiy giong
néi diu dang tram 6n cua 6ng.

“Meét roi a, tdi an com di!”

Di nhién, nhitng chuyén nay déu la nhitng chuyén ctia sau dé, khoanh
khac Thanh Van nhin thdy Ly Van Sung, moi chuyén ciing chi vira md&i bat
dau.
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Chuong 53
Ly Van Sung la ngudi ban dau tién cia Thanh Van & Bac Kinh.

Nghe qua c6 vé rat mia mai, bdi vi du xem xét & bat ct phwong dién
nao, hai nguoi ciing chang lién quan gi dén nhau.

Nhung hai nguwai ho van dén gan nhau.

Thanh Van chang hé ngoc, co cling khong ngdy tho. Tt nhé dén 16n,
c6 rat nhiéu nguwdi dan 6ng doi x tot vai cd, cd déu biét vi sao.

Co don nhan long tot cua 6ng.

Sau d6 c6 mét lan tan gau, Ly Van Sung nhé dén hém lan dau hai
nguoi gip nhau. Ong néi Thanh Van em van con qué tré, ngudi xa la tiy

tién cho em mot tach tra thi em c thé udng a, em c6 biét cé bao nhiéu c6
gai bi ngudi ta ha thudc trong nwéc ré6i ham hai khong.

Thanh Van nhin ong.

Mot c6 gai méi mwoi may tudi da lan 1on khap chon rwgu cheé an choi
nhw c6, da nhin thdy bao nhiéu vi khach thoi nat dugi day xa hdi, nhitng
chuyén nhw thé nay, 1é nao c6 khong biét.

Nhung cb khong giai thich.

Bdi vao dém dong gia rét dy, khi c6 nhan ldy tach tra girng tdo do kia,
c6 biét rd bén trong ay chita dung diéu gi.
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Sau hom c6 udng xong tach tra kia, c6 nguwdi bao cho c6 rang cong ty
bao hiém mudén mé cudc hop, Thanh Van dén do.

Thanh Van khong thich nghe may ndi dung hdi nghi dai dong, c6 ngoi
¢ dang sau cung, cti dau nghich ngén tay.

CoO nghe thay tiéng niém kinh ctia may ngwoi trén kia dot nhién dirng
lai, cho la minh da bi phat hién, nén rut tay lai ngang dau lén.

Luc dé6, co nhin thdy Ly Van Sung.

Ly Van Sung mdc vest. Thanh Van biét rt it vé quan 4o vest ctia dan
ong, ngudi mac dep cling thdy cang it. Ly Van Sung vira buéc vao, phong
hop 14p titc tré nén nghiém tic han.

Hinh nhw 6ng dén dé kiém tra cong viéc, ngwoi chu tri can than theo
sat ndi dung can bao cdo, Ly Van Sung chi ddan do may cau, sau do thi di.

Thanh Van hoi nhitng nguoi bén canh, do la ai vay.

Ngudi bén canh cling khong biét, doan c6 thé la 6ng chia ctia cong ty.

Thanh Van cti dau.

Khé trach hom dy 6ng hoi co6 khong it chuyén vé bao hiém, c6 khong
nhG dugc, Ly Van Sung lién cuwdi ndi, 0, viéc co ban nhu thé cling khong

nh@, cong ty nay phadi t6 chitc huan luyén di thoi.

Thanh Van gdp lai Ly Van Sung ciing vo cung tinh c@, hai ngwoi cham
mat tredc ctra cong ty, Thanh Van lén tiéng chao 6ng. Ly Van Sung dirng
buéc héi co6: “Dao nay thé nao?”

Thanh Van néi cling tam duoc.
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Cong viéc caa Ly Van Sung ban ron, chi bao lai mot cau: “Cé chuyén
gi can gidp c& ndi vai t6i.”

Cau néi nay nhw cai gai trong long Thanh Van. C6 thé néi, doi véi
Thanh Van, Ly Van Sung giong nhw mot cay dai thu, c6 khong biét goc ré

sau bao nhiéu, dinh cao dén dau, co chi biét rang, trong thé gigi cta co, 6ng
gan nhw doi troi dap dat.

Khi d6 c6 da dén Bac Kinh dugc may thang, Vuong Té Nam lai chang
o6 tin tirc gi. C6 khi cong viéc qua ban, c6 tham chi suyt quén mat li do vi
sao minh lai dén Bac Kinh nay.

Nhung tat ca gidc mo cta cd, déu la vé anh ta.

CO nhé canh tay anh ta, nhé gwong mat anh ta, nh@ sy nhiét huyét &
con ngwoi anh ta, cling nhd dang vé coc can khi anh ta n6i chuyén.

C0 nhé nhung nhitng dém thudc vé ho.
Cudi cung, vao mot dém mua he, Thanh Van tim dén Ly Van Sung.

GO ctra xong, c6 cui dau khong biét dang nghi gi, nghe thay tiéng m&
ctra, co lai ngang dau lén.

Ly Van Sung nhin thdy mua thu bén trong d6i mat co.

Khée mat c6 hoi hong, trong nhu nhitng chiéc 1a phong vao cudi thu,
cling giong nhw mot dién vién vira khoc xong.

Co mac mot chiéc do khoac sang mau, khéa kéo mé rong, bén trong la
mot chiéc 4o hai didy mau den, bén dwdi 1a mot chiéc vay ngan vién ren.
Chat vai cta chiéc vady ngan hoi citng, mép vay hoi vénh 1én, mdt sgi chi
khong dwgc cat can than lo dang bay bay trong gié dém.

B0 vay ao nay dung la rat ré tién.
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Vay dudi 16p vay ao nay thi sao?
Ly Van Sung yén lang nhin, Thanh Van gio tay 1én, cgi do khoac.

Ao hai ddy mau den, lan da tring dén trong sudt. Hai cai xuong quai
xanh bang phang tinh té, d6i vai méng manh nhw canh ve sau.

Doi mat 1ap lanh, téc den 16a mat.

“Anh giap toi tim mot ngwoi.” Co noi.

Guong mat Ly Van Sung am tram.

Giong no6i cda 6 hoi run ray trong dém hée nong birc.
“Anh muo6n lam gi cling dugc.”

Ho ding yén ¢ ctra that lau. Trong khoang thoi gian do, khong ai len
tiéng trdc, cd ngoi nha yén tinh nhw bai tha ma.

Thai gian tr6i qua, Thanh Van dan cdm thdy, minh c6 thé bi tr choi.

Phu ni* thwong rat nhay cam. Qua nhién, Ly Van Sung lanh nhat hit
sau, giong no6i khé dén khong thé khé hon nita: “Mac quan 4o vao.”

Thanh Van nhéch méi, c6 ném nhe, do khoac 1ap tic roi vao tay Ly
Van Sung, budc nira budc vé phia trude, ké sat bén quai ham ong, néi:

“Anh mac giup toi di.”

Ly Van Sung khoé c6 luc bi kinh hadi nhv vay, kinh hai trudc sy can
dam va mGi mé cua co.

Khat vong ngay ngay khién cho & c6 toat ra mot sy 14 loi, theo mo6 héi
thdm sau dén tan xwong tuy, thap kém vo cung.
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Gilta dém he, khong gian hitu tinh, thoi gian nhu ding lai.

Thoi tiét nong nhw thé ma Ly Van Sung van mac mot chiéc do so mi,
nat cai dén tan c6, Thanh Van gio tay 1én, thao chiéc nit dau tién.

Ly Van Sung bong nhién bat 13y tay co.

Ong khong thé khong thira nhan ring dau ngén tay 6ng da hoi run ray.
C0 nhin cham cham 6ng, héi: “Pa cé nguwdi yéu roi a?”

Ong lai n6i: “Khéng c6.”

Thanh Van cudi, Ly Van Sung lic nay mai phat hién ra minh vira noi
gl, long giat thot.

Ong day co ra.
DPo6i mat Thanh Van trong su6t, mot ltic sau, c6 cui dau.

Su diu dang cta c6 bién mat qua nhanh, nhanh dén mic khién Ly Van
Stng mim chit mdi thanh mot dwong thing. Ong khong ngac nhién, bdi sw
diu dang nay khong danh cho ong.

Nguwoi phu nit ich ki nay.
Thanh Van khong khé chiu, c6 chi cam thdy moi mét.

Thanh pho Bac Kinh ménh méng nay, 16n dén mitc khién co di ca doi
cling khéng hét dugc.

CO cam 4o khoac 1én, xoay nguwoi. Ly Van Sung sau lung c6 than
nhién m& miéng: “Nghi ki chuyén c6 mudn néi, sang mai dén day.”

Khi Thanh Van quay dau lai, Ly Van Sung da dong ctra.
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Sang s6m hom sau, lic c6 dén gap ong chi mdi nam gio hon, Ly Van
Sung dang ngu bi ¢o6 lam cho tinh giac.

“Co0 khong ngu a?”
Thanh Van trong rat tiéu tuy, 16p trang diém trén mat da bi béi di sach.

Ly Van Sung dé c6 vao nha, Thanh Van rat voi vang, nhung moi lan
mé& miéng déu bi sy diu dang cia Ly Van Sung ngin lai. Ong khong hé
néng ndy chiit ndo, vé vo vai Thanh Van: “Qua kia ngbi.” Ong lai ngap mot
cai “Toi di pha tach tra.”

Déang vé than nhién binh tinh cia 6ng khién Thanh Van khong néi
thanh 16i. Ly Van Sung di ndu nwéc pha tra, ré rang con rat buon nga
nhung dong tac cua 6ng van vo cung chuan xac. Rira chén, muc tra, cham
nuwéc ...moi viéc déu lam theo ding trinh tw, vo cung can than ti mi.

“Mua he, nén udng chut tra xanh.” Ly Van Sung dwa cho Thanh Van
mot tach “Gitp c6 thanh nhiét ha hoa.” Lai ty r6t cho minh mot chén “Gitp
toi nang cao tinh than.”

Thanh Van cam tach tra uéng mot hdp, rat thom, trv diéu dé ra, cod
khong cam duoc diéu gi khac.

Ly Van Sung van udng tra, udéng xong mdi dé tach xudng, noéi vaGi
Thanh Van: “Co noi di.”

Thanh Van néi cho 6ng nghe tat cd moi chuyén.

Twr viéc c¢d6 va Vuong Té Nam quen biét ra sao, dén nhitng viéc hai
ngwoi da trdi qua, c6 déu ké hét. Loi ké cta co khong dugc lién mach lam,
nh@ dén dau ké dén ay.

D6 1a mot cau chuyén cii don gidn dén khong thé don gian hon.
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Ly Van Sung nghe cau dugc cau khong.

b6 la mot ngay nhiéu may, khéng cé nang, Ly Van Sung khong ma
den, cling khong mé& diéu hoa, trong nha vira néng am vira am u.

Ca ngoi nha chi c6 giong néi ctia Thanh Van va tiéng chim h6t mo ho.

Ly Van Sung nhin tach tra xanh, chgt hiéu ra mot loai cam giac.

Ong troi c6 thé sé chidu theo 1ong nguoi that.

Chép nhat dén cubi cung, ca than thé lan tdam hon déu hwdng vé mot
phia, nhitng chuyén da qua, déu chi vi mot nguoi.

Ong khong phai bi anh huéng bédi cau chuyén kia, ching nhitng khong
bi dnh huwéng, 6ng that ra con chang thém quan tdm. Thé nhung, 6ng van
luén nhé o6 tén cia Vwong Té Nam — bai vi li do gi d6 ma chinh 6ng cling
khong hiéu dugc.

Ké xong dugc hét moi chuyén, chit sttc lwc cudi cung déu da mat
sach, Thanh Van bét tinh ludn trén so6 pha. Ly Van Sung goi khé, di Hong
1ap tic di ra, yén lang lén lau 1dy mot tam chan mong.

Ong dé cd nga bén canh minh.

Trén than cay to day chac cdy, thinh thodng lai c6 mét chd chim nho
moi mét dau lai. Cay to khé vion canh 14, xem xét vét thuwong trén canh
chu chim.

Ly Van Sung cho ngudi diéu tra, qua that tra ra mét ngudi nhw vay, la
ké dang bi canh sat BPong Bac truy na. Ly Van Stung cam tai liéu trén tay,
nguoi dan 6ng trong hinh c6 gwong mat hung tgn, anh mat lanh 1€o, téc hai
cua, hang long may bén phai dit quang.

Déang vé no6i chung cling la m6t ngwoi anh tudn cwong trang.
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Ly Van Sung chi xem qua r6i lai dé sang mdt bén.

Ong nho ngudi di tim, ma cham choc & chd, ngudi 6ng nho lai 1a canh
sat.

Trén con duong tim kiém ctia Thanh Van, theo mét cach nao do, Ly
Van Sung la mot nguwdi ban dong hanh.

Ly Van Sung gitp co, bat ké 6ng bo ra bao nhiéu stc lwe, doi vaoi
Thanh Van, 6ng qua that da gitp co6 trong ltic dau séi lira bong.

CO muodn bao dap ong.

CO dung ntra thang tién lwong moi Ly Van Sung an mot bita tiéc
nuwéng, khi co tang ca di ban bao hiém, nghe 6ng bao da phai noi suot hai
ba gid lién trong mdt cudc hop & tru sé chinh, co lién chay dén nha ong
trong dém khuya chi dé dwa mét hop keo thong hong.

Co lam nhitng diéu nay v0 cung tw nhién, ty nhién dén mic Ly Van
Sung khong hé nghi rang c6 la mot nguwdi phu ni mwu m6 mudn toan tinh
diéu gi.

Nghi dvgc mot luc, ong lai bo ngang.

Co yéu qua thang than, thang than dén mic khién Ly Van Sung cam
thdy c6 qua tré con. Tinh cdm cta c6 trao hét cho Vuwong Té Nam, co khat
vong dang 1én cho anh ta.

Khong 1au sau, c6 tin titc cia Vuwong Té Nam, chi 13, day ciing khong
phai tin titc tot lanh gi.

“Ngo sat.” Ly Van Sung cling khéng gidu, 1ap titc bao tin cho Thanh
Van “Cd 1é vao khoang ba ngay trudc, & Thong Chau(1).”

(1) 1a mot quan can noi thanh cua thu dé Bac Kinh
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“Giét ai vay?”

“Mot khach tro trong mot khach san nho, cling la mot tén tdi pham
dang bi truy nd, that khong hiéu may ké cung chung phe canh nhu thé nay
ma lai tan sat lan nhau lam gi.” Ly Van Sung vira n6i vira quan sat Thanh
Van, ong cam thay c6 khong hé sg, co chi kich dong, kich dong dén mirc
tay cling nam chat lai.

“Anh dy dau?” Thanh Van ding lén, c@ nhw sap x6ng ra ngoai tim
nguoi vay.

“Bay gio van chua tim dugce.” Nhung chac cling sap roi, Ly Van Sung
khé nheo mat.

Ban c0 tin gitta nhitng nguwoi yéu nhau c6 sw cam &ng khong?

Néu la Iic trede, Ly Van Sung nhét dinh cuwdi nhat véi cau héi nay,
nhung ké tir sau khi gap Thanh Van, thinh thodng 6ng ciing sé€ nghi vé no.

Bd&i vi ngay hom sau khi Ly Van Sung bao tin t&c nay cho Thanh Van
biét, Thanh Van lién 1ap titc di tim Vwong Té Nam.

Vuwong Té Nam da tradi qua mot thoi gian dai chay tron, vira thé bao
vira nhay cam, c& nhv mot thanh dao dinh mau. Anh ta kéo Thanh Van vao
mot ga ra cii nat, lam dén khi d6 day mo hoi, thé hong hoc.

Khodanh khac anh ta guc 1én ngudi 6, dao méi dugce thu vao.
“Anh da tré vé mot 1an.” Anh ta noi.
“Tim em a?”

“U. Ai ngd em ngéc nhu thé, chay dén Bic Kinh, em lam gi c6 tién,
dén day ngap gio Tay Bac a?”
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“Anh thi khéng ngoc nhi, tré vé Bach Thanh khong sg bi bat a?”

“Em con khong chiu nhan sai a?” Ngudi dan 6ng tritng mat, thich
nguoi ta cliing thich mot cach vo cung hung dit. Anh ta vO tic gian nhéo
mong Thanh Van, nhung khi cdAm nhan duwgc noi tron tron mang lai cam
giac mém mai vO cung mé hodc kia, anh ta lai cti dau xuéng hon.

Anh ngdc, em ciing ngoc, hai ké ngéc 6m 1dy nhau.

Thanh Van néi: “Anh Nam, em tim nguoi giup chung ta, dugc
khong?”

Vuong Té Nam ngang dau, anh mat de dat.

La ai?

Chuyén dén nwdc nay con ai c6 thé giip ho?

“O Bic Kinh em c6 quen mdt ngwdi.” Thanh Van néi “Rat ghé gém.”
Vwong Té Nam cudi lanh: “Ghé gém thé nao?”

“Em cling khong r6.”

Vwong Té Nam nam trén ngwc mém mai ctia Thanh Van, anh ta khéng
néi nita, anh ta qua mét moi. Thanh Van 6m ldy nguwdi dan ong cad nguoi
btra badi nay, nhin anh trang sang bén ngoai ga ra, lam bam: “Cham mot
chut cling t6t.”

Thoi gian troi qua cham maot chut thi tot roi.
Vuong Té Nam cudi cung cling dong y v&i Thanh Van.

Nguoc lai, Thanh Van lai hoi lo lang: “Cé muon xem xét lai khong?”
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“Khong can.” Vuong Té Nam tran trong moi phat moi gidy, liém lap
cai c6 non min cua Thanh Van, vu6t ve than thé c6, giong nhw dang tu bo
sung nang luvgng cho minh.

Anh ta ngang dau, hang 16ng may thoat nhin thé bao gian xdo, nhung
anh mat anh ta trong mat Thanh Van, sy thé bao déu bién thanh manh mé,
s gian xao lai hoa ra diu dang “Nguwoi tai gidi sé hap dan lan nhau.” Anh ta
hon mot cai, van rat tin twédng “Chi can & bén canh em, noi noi déu hitu
tinh.”

Thanh Van khong can gi khac, chi do 1dy mat anh ta, héi: “Anh ciing
vay cha?”

Vuong Té Nam nhéch moi, lvu manh s@ s& c6. Thanh Van bat 1ay cai
tay kia, can manh xudng.

Vé mat Vuong Té Nam binh than néi: “Cai tay nay ctia ong day giét
nhiéu nguwoi qua roi.”

Thanh Van néi:”Néu nhuv qua that khong con dwong song, thi anh
dung no giét thém em di.” C6 no6i xong, nita dua niva that noéi thém: “Nhung
anh ciling phdi 1ap tic ty sat mGi dwgc, nhw vay kiép sau mdi c6 thé sém
gap lai.”

Mat Vwong Té Nam khé chuyén dong, day mat day to mau.
“Biét roi, 6ng day co6 chét cling sé mang em theo.”

Ly Van Sung da tirng nhd nguwdi gap mot minh Vwong Té Nam, Thanh
Van khong hé biét.

Ly Van Sung khong ty minh di gdp anh ta, 6ng khéng mu6n mién
cudng minh, xem tai liéu da la qua du roi.
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Vwong Té Nam c6 tinh canh gidc cao, nhung anh ta da khong con
dwong lui, day la hi vong duy nhat.

Lan nay, B0 Cong An cho rang xa hoi den Bong Bac chinh la doi
twong trong diém, 1ap an diéu tra, Vwong Té Nam chi la mot con sau nho
trong xu thé ay.

Ly Van Sung khong mudn anh ta kéo Thanh Van xu6ng nuwéc. Pham
la chuyén gi cling phai chira lai ba phan, 6ng ciing khong mudén qua tuyét
tinh, nén ong sai ngwoi hoi Vwong Té Nam, cho anh ta bao nhiéu tién thi
anh ta ma&i chiu di.

“Tai sao lai la t6i?” Vuwong Té Nam hai.
Nguwdoi no khéng dap, hoi ngugce lai, anh cdm thay thé nao?

Vwong Té Nam suy nghi mot lic, nhd chuyén lai cho Ly Van Sung vai
cau.

Lic Ly Van Sung nghe thdy mday cau kia con hoi kinh ngac: nguoi dan
ong nay néu khong phai tit cho minh la thong minh, nghi rang 6ng mé mudi
Thanh Van, thi anh ta chi 1a dang mu6n dwgc an ca, nga vé khong ma thoi.

Nhung du sao di nita, vao nam dé ma anh ta lai ddm m@ moém doi gia
tién nhw thé, 14 gan chac chan 16n.

Ly Van Sung dong y.
Nhitng diéu nay, Thanh Van ciing khong biét.
Co chi biét, sau d6, Vuwong Té Nam dén tim c6 mot lan.

Trong dém khuya, Vuwong Té Nam mac mot cdi 4o ba 16, trén mat day
mo hoi, chi 16 ra do6i mat nhw séi hoang.
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Anh ta nhin cham cham Thanh Van, néi tirng chit: “Sau nay c6 thé
tron r6i.”

Thanh Van néi vdi anh ta: “Néu tron thi tron ca hai, em sé bén anh ca
doi.”

Vwong Té Nam chi Ién trén, dém dé troi day may, may den giang day,
troi sap do mua to.

“Ong troi dang nhin kia, em gat anh thi s& bi Thién L6i danh.”
Co g0 dau anh ta.

“Pugc.” Vuong Té Nam suy nghi mot Iic, hung hang hon c6 “Anh di
muon it tién.”

“Muon tién? Bi dau?”

Vwong Té Nam vudt dau co, khé c6 lic nao anh ta yéu 6t, lo dugc lo
mat nhv thé: “Ong day nghéo nhw vay, em bé trén 1am sao bay gio? Lan
nay xem nhu anh khong biét xau h6.” Anh ta hit that sau, tan nhan noi:
“Sau nay sé tra cho ong ta!”

“Gi?” C6 van khong hidu.

Vuong Té Nam khong néi thém 16i nao, hon c6, dé lai mot cau: “Em
doi anh.”

Em doi anh.
Em doi anh.
Ba chit nay roi vao trong tai Ly Van Sung, khién 6ng cuwdi thanh tiéng.

“Po vitt di.” Ong chét lai.
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Khi Vuwong Té Nam bi bat, Ly Van Sung dang ¢ nha nau canh.

Canh ga ham duwong quy long nhan, ham trong bén gig, an than duong
ty, hoat khi duvéng da.

Khi d6, danh nghiém dién ra tron m4t nam, moi ngay, s6 dai ca dai lao
thuwong vong vo so, con Vuwong Té Nam bi bat ng6i tu, khong c6 tin titc gi.

Chi trong mot thang, Thanh Van da gay yéu nhv mot déa hoa kho héo.
Ly Van Sung dén dén c6 vé nha minh diéu dutng.

Ong khoéng néi cho c6 biét chuyén c6 lién quan dén Vwong Té Nam,
ong chi néi, c6 mot vai nguoi, khong dang dé c6 tin twéng, néu khong co
clt & day xem, xem anh ta c6 dén tim c6 khong.

Thanh Van khong nghe.

Co khong lam viéc noéi nita, Iic nao cling ngan nguwoi, Ly Van Sung
héi c6 dang suy nghi diéu gi, c6 néi co6 dang nhd nha, nhé dén tuyét & BDong
Bac, nhé khoanh khac hai ngudi ho cung ngam nhin man swong & Bach
Thanh.

Thanh Van nam gitta giwvong 16n, ra givdng mau trang, chan cling mau
trang, ci nhw mot chi chim dang bi thwong. Co vui mat vao goi, cd thich
nhat la nam tw thé nay, tva vao canh tay cwong trang ciia Vwong Té Nam,
nhéo vao hinh xam trén canh tay anh ta, nhéo dén mitc da anh ta dé lén,
khong nhin dugc mang co.

Ly Van Sung dirng ngoai ctra nhin vao.
Mot con chim vira ¢6 chap vira yéu o6t.

Lai xinh dep hon nguoi.
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Ly Van Sung khong biét minh da bat dau quan tam tr khi nao.

Mai dén khi 6ng btrng tinh, 6ng da quen vdi viéc con chim kia tinh c&
dau trén canh cay cua 6ng dé chira thwong.

Thi mét lan di. Nhat dugc & gitta dwong, khong hé sang trong quy
phai, da trdi qua nhiéu bai hoc ...cling khong sao ca.

Ong tw néi v&i ban than, cho c6 dy mot co hdi, thit mot 1an di.
Sau thang sau, Vuwong Té Nam chét trong nguc.

Nghe ngudi ta ndi, trede khi Veong Té Nam chét con bi bénh. Co 1€ 1a
tam bénh.

Ly Van Sung khong biét khi anh ta chét, anh ta nghi gi.

Co phdi 1a cling dang nh& nha, nhd dén tuyét & BDong Bac, nhd dén
khoanh khac anh ta va ngwdi phu nit kia cing ngam swong ¢ Bach Thanh
hay khong?
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Sau khi tinh mong, cam giac nhw da trdi qua ca doi nguoi. Tiéng dong
ho treo twong chwa bao gio ré rang dén thé, kim gidy dang dém tirng chut
mot.

Ngay tht muoi lam r6i. Pa muoi lam ngay khong tim thay Chu Bong
Nam. Thanh Van tir trén giwong ngo6i ddy, hai tay b6 go6i, nhin ra ngoai.
Muoi mot gio triwa, phia chan troi lai phu day may den. Bén ngoai troi dang
mura, co 1€ sé la mot con mura to dai dang.

Thanh Van cam dién thoai di ra ngoai, c6 dang dgi mot cudc dién
thoai. Cudc dién thoai cia Huwéng dan Truong.

Ba ngay sau khi Chu BPéng Nam bé di, Thanh Van cam thay c6 1é anh
chi dang gian doi vdi c6, c6 van séng nhu binh thwong, lai mua rat nhiéu
thi, chuan bi cho mot ngay anh nguéi gian. Nhung anh khong xuat hién.
Mot tuan sau, Thanh Van bat dau tim kiém anh, c6 tim khap khu chg ma
anh da tirng lam viéc, nha ctia anh va cac ché xung quanh cong ty co,
nhung van khong tim dugc.

Co khong thé khong nghi rang, cé 1& anh da bo di r6i. Anh da mét moi,
chén nan, phién long roi.

Phu nit* van luén nghi rang minh biét hét tat cd. Thanh Van mé& dién
thoai, tim s0 dién thoai cua c6 bé huwdéng dan vién du lich kia. Hién tai
khong phai mua du lich , Thanh Van goi dién ding ldc hwéng dan Trwong
dang nhan roi.
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Co ay rat kinh ngac khi Thanh Van tim dén minh. Thanh Van haéi co,
c6 nhd nha cia Chu Béng Nam ma hai nguwoi da ting dén hay khong.
Huwéng dan Trirong noéi nhd, tat ca ban Dong ban Miéu chi can c6 tirng dén
mot lan déu co thé nha rat ki. Heéng dan Trwong ¢ nghi rang Thanh Van
lai mu6n dén Quy Chau, nén hoi tham v6 cung nhiét tinh.

Thanh Van lai bao véi c6 ay: “Em sang d6 lan nita di.”
“Sao phai di a?”
“Em giup chi tim anh dy, xem... anh ay c6 vé nha hay khong?”

Huéng dan Trwong dong y: “Nhung ngay kia em méi c6 thé di dugc,
sang ngay mai em con co viéc.”

Thanh Van rat s6t rudt, nhung c6 khong thé lam dnh hwéng dén nguoi
khac, c6 khong thé bat ngudi khac giong nhw minh dugc. Gigng ctia Thanh
Van rat thanh khan nhd Huéng dan Truwong, hita hen doi hét ban viéc roi,
c6 nhat dinh sé dén Dung Giang.

bién thoai di dong vang 1én, Thanh Van tham giat minh, héa ra la Ly
Van Sung. Thanh Van nhac may.

“Lai khong di 1am.” Mot cau tran thuat.

Thanh Van noi: “Em khong ngu dvugc.”

“Ngay hom qua ciling khong ngu a?”

“Um=.”

Ly Van Sung thé dai, néi: “Tiéu Van, bay gio cong viéc & cong ty

dang rat ban ron, em la lanh dao, phai ganh vac trach nhiém md&i dugc.” —
Thoang dirng lai, 6ng néi nhw c6 ngu y — “Em khong gidng trudc day.”
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Thanh Van mo mo mang mang, bén ngoai troi van mwa dam dé, c6 co
nheo mat lai, nhin 1én trén cao nita cling khong thé thdy mat troi. RS rang la
phwong Bac, lai dang vao mua xuan, thé ma c* nhw mua mwa & phuong
Nam 4y.

“Thoi tiét khong tot, em khong di.” Thanh Van néi.

“Thoi tiét bay gio ding la khong dugc t6t, nhung cling khong thé
tranh khéi. Em ...”

“Em khong di.” Thanh Van cham mot diéu thudc.

CO no6i c6 khong dén cong ty, nghe citr don gian nhw khong mudn an
mot bita sang vdy. Duong nhu tinh hinh cong ty c6 thé nao cling chang hé
lién quan gi dén c6. C6 budc xudng giwong, da vang may lon bia, lon bia
rong lap tic lan dén dau bén kia cua can phong, khong dung phai chwéng
ngai vat nao.

Thanh Van cling khong buon doéi hoai, chi n6i: “Em di rita mat.” Co
ném diéen thoai lén giwong, di vao nha vé sinh, dung nudc lanh rira madt,
cling khong lau kho ma di ra ngoai.

CO cam dién thoai di dong lén, dau bén kia chi con vang tiéng may
ban. Muwoi phut sau, chudng cita vang 1én, Ly Van Sung dén, dau vai con
wét dam nuwdc mua. Co thé chay dén nhanh nhw thé, Thanh Van ciling
khong héi ban ndy 6ng dang & ddu. Viwra nhin thdy Thanh Van, Ly Van
Sung 1ap tirc nhiu may.

“Sao trong em lai thé nay?”
“Sao vay?”

Ly Van Sung noi: “Em ty soi guong di!”
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Thanh Van cti dau nhin d6 6ng dang xach trén tay “Pay la gi?”

Ly Van Sung trach mang: “Chac la em con chwa an com ding
khong?” Ong déng kin ctia, dit 6 qua mot bén “Anh 1am chiit do &n & nha
mang dén.” Ong xach hdp com gift &m di vao nha, nhin quanh quét. Cin
phong trong rong, khong cé do dac gi, c6 thé nhin thdy dong do hon don.

Ly Van Sung khong noi gi, nét mat hoi cing do, doi may cang nhiu
chat lai.

“Pén an com di.”
Thanh Van di dén “Anh khéng di lam a?”

Ly Van Sung cwoi lanh: “Sao ha, mudén héi nguwgc lai anh sao dam
tron viéc a?”

Thanh Van ng6i vao ban, mé hdp com ra. La canh ga ham dwong quy
long nhan. Thanh Van gap mat diia cho vao miéng, nhai twr ton.

Ly Van Sung noéi: “Mui vi thé nao?”

“Rat ngon.”

“An nhiéu mot chut.”

Thanh Van givong mat, Ly Van Sung néi: “Duwong quy bd huyét diéu
hoa, long nhan bé ty vi an than, mén nay anh da lam su6t mwdi may nam,
do diéu luyén ciing khong kém dau bép dau.”

Thanh Van gat dau, lai an thém mot miéng. Ly Van Sung ng6i doéi
dién nhin c6. Thanh Van lai gay hon r6i, ngudi c¢d von da khong cé nhiéu
thit, nay lai cang giong nhu mot chiéc thé tre. Khong, khong phai la mét
chiéc thé tre, mat Ly Van Sung hoi nheo lai, giong mot tdm thép thi ding
hon.
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DPay da la ngay thit mwoi lam Chu Pong Nam bién mat, 6ng ciling nhé
rd nhv Thanh Van vay, day cling la ngay cudi cung, viéc bi tam giam cta
Chu Pong Nam sé& két thiic vao hém nay. Ong cho c6 nita thang dé suy
nghi, c6 nén hiéu rd. Sau do 6ng sé tong co tén dan 6ng kia di, dé moi viéc
quay lai quy dao ban dau. Bay gid c6 da hiéu chwa? Co6 cang lic cang tr@
nén cing céi. Chuyén cii lai duogc 1ap lai, cling giong nhu lic Vuong Té
Nam bién mat, co kién cuwong gang guwong, thira nhan tat cd. Nhung Ly Van
Sung lai tré nén non nong.

“Ngay mai em cting sé khong di lam.” Thanh Van noi.

Ly Van Sung khong trd 10i ngay, chi rit mot diéu thudc ra.

Thanh Van gat thit ga sang mét bén: “Anh tim ngudi thay thé di.”
Ly Van Sung nha khoi, khé noi: “Thanh Van, dung lam loan niva.”

“Néu anh sg may mon ng cii kia lai bi 1at ra, thi cé thé giao cho Tao
Khai, chac anh ta cling biét. C6 anh ta r6i thi sé khong sao, anh ta lam t6t
hon mot ké ga m& nhu em nhiéu.”

“Em néi thém cau nita xem.” Ly Van Sung ngat 151, tram giong nai.

Thanh Van nhin vé phia 6ng: “Em von ciling chang biét chuyén cta
may nguwoi cac anh, may nam nay néu khong nhd anh hao ton sitc lwc gitp
em, cong ty chac da thua 16 r6i.”

Ly Van Sung c6 nén tic gian, hoi thd dan tré nén nang né.

“May nguoi la y gi ha? May nguoi la anh vdéi ai, con chiing t6i 1a em
vOi ai?

Thanh Van lo dénh néi; “A, chuyén nay thi 1a may ngudi théi.”
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Ngudi néi khong c6 tinh, chi muén don gian bdt viéc, nguwdi nghe lai
sg bong sg gio, nghe nay doan no.

“Thanh Van!!!”

Ly Van Sung dot nhién titc gian. Ong gidn dén mic ném didu thudc
sang mot bén, ditng bat day. Trong 1ong 6ng nhu c6 lita dét. Ong chi thiva
nhan minh dang tc gian ch khong thwta nhan minh dang ghen.

“Em c6 lvong tam khong? Em ciing biét minh lam cong ty thua 16, sao
em khong suy nghi 1i do vi sao? Pa bao lau r6i, anh day em bao lau r6i?
Em c6 hoc duwgc chut gi khong? Em dat tay len nguce tw hoi xem co bao gio
nghiém tic khong, em dé nhitng diéu anh day em & dau?”

Thanh Van van ngo6i yén lang. Co6 cang yén lang, ltta gian trong long
ong lai cang 16n hon.

“Thanh Van, muoi hai nam, mwdi hai nam r6i! Em da quén hét nhitng
thiét thoi ma em da trai qua sao?”

Thanh Van giat minh, giong néi mo mit, lanh nhat héi 6ng: “Em trai
qua thiét thoi gi co?”

Ly Van Sung thidy c6 nhv thé, cudi cung khéng nhin dwgc nita, nghién
rang ken két, ndi ra tén nguoi dan ong kia.

“Vwong Té Nam.”

“A...” Thanh Van chot hiéu ra, c6 gat dau “Anh Nam...” C6 nhé lai,
mot Iuc lau lai bat cuwoi, khé noi “Hinh nhr em da khong con nhé ro dang
vé cua anh ay 16i ...Em chi nhé anh ay rat hung di ...” That sy rat hung
dit, yéu nguoi khac ciing yéu dén vo cung tan nhan. Tinh cach manh mé
nhw regu nang, hitng chi 1én cé khi con mudn nit dao chém ngwdi khac niva
kia.
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Ly Van Sung nghe c6 bao minh da khong con nhé dang vé cta Vuong
Té Nam, 1ong hoi nhe nhdm. Ong khéng nhéc cho c6 nhé thém ring ngudi
dan ong kia c6 mai téc hui cua, 16ng may bén phai bi gay. Ly Van Sung &
bén nay chén canh ga ham dwong quy long nhan, néi sang phia co: “Luc
dau em giong nhu mot ké dién, vi tén t6i pham giét ngwdi kia trdi qua bao
dau kho. Két qua thi sao, anh ta cling bé di. Anh ta da cho em diéu gi? Néu
em con nhd, thi em c& thir nhé lai tredc kia xem, c6 phai cam thay minh rat
ngu ngoc khong?”

Thanh Van khong néi gi, Ly Van Sung day chén canh ga sang mot
bén, kéo canh tay gay nhw que cui cua c6.

“Tiéu Van, yéu khong phéi nhu thé. Loai yéu nay ngoai mang dén ton
thuwong thi khéng con diéu gi khac nita ca.” Ong néi xong, thdy mit Thanh
Van tai nhot di, khé c6 thé tré nén kich dong dwgc. “Anh han, Tiéu Van,
anh rat han nhitng ké ch6 ma khong phai con nguwoi kia, chiing ctt quan lay
em, an mon em. Em da trai qua thiét thoi 16n nhw thé, sao lai khong chiu
nhd ki, tai sao?” Ly Van Sung nhu dang tiéc ren sat khong thanh thép, néi
“Em xem em bay gio di... da thanh cai gi r6i?”

Thoi gian c dan tréi, mwa bén ngoai cang lic cang 16n. May tiéng 16p
bop roi trén ctta sO thay tinh, ti* xa con truyén dén tirng hoi sam. Thanh
Van ngang dau. Co nhin thay cai ¢6 4o hoi ngi long cua Ly Van Sung trudc
tién, sau do la gwong mdt mdi mét gia nua cua 6ng. Mdy hém nay, 6ng
cling da chiu dung vdi co.

Thanh Van tré tay cam lay tay o6ng, néi: “Anh Sung ...”
“DPung c6 goi anh nhu vay.”

Thanh Van map mday moi, lai néi: “Ly Van Sung, em va Vuong Té
Nam ...Bon em ...” Mi mat Ly Van Sung hoi nhuén 1én, trdi qua muwdi hai
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nam, c6 lai nhac dén tén nguwoi dan ong kia, trong giong noéi van day tinh
cam.

Thanh Van hoi nghen ngao, ditng mot Iic, mdi c6 lay hoi, néi that
nhanh: “D0i nay, em va anh Nam khong c6 duyén. Nhung ...”

Chinh vi qua nhanh, nén mgi khéng nhin dwgc ma run ray.

“Nhung day khong phai la thua thiét gi cd.” Thanh Van nhin Ly Van
Sung, kh6ée moi kién nghi, trong mat c6 nwdc mat, nhwng van khong chiu
dé chdy xudng “Anh hiéu lam ro6i, day khong phai la thua thiét.”

“Em tirng han 6ng trdi.” Nhin that 1au r6i, qua mwoi hai nam, dén luc
nay, Thanh Van cudi cung khong kim duwgc run 1én, nwéc mat chdy xudng.
Chi la ¢ bén mat phai cudi cung cling c6 mdt giot nwdc mat roi xuéng. Nhw
mot 1é truy diéu gon gang ditt khoat.

“Nhung em khong han anh dy.” — Thanh Van roi nwdc mat néi — “Anh
Nam c6 tinh c6 nghia, sao em han anh ay dwoc.”

Ngoai trdi vang 1én mot tiéng sam. Giong nhw 10i dap tir ngwoi dan
ong chinh tryuc kia.

Anh khong nhin mot ai khac, chi néi vdi 6. N6i rdng anh nhé ¢, néi
anh tam biét c0, néi rang doi vdi con duwong ho da di qua anh déu cam on
cO.

Tiéng sam cudi cung vang vong noi chan troi, dan dan im bat. Mot
tiéng sdm nay khién Ly Van Sung hoi choang vang, huyét thai dwong gian
giat, ro rang khong hé lién quan gi dén ong.

Cho dén khi 6ng birng tinh, Thanh Van da & ngay trwdc mat, dang d&
lay 6ng. Khoe mat c6 con viong 1€, nhung da khong con bi thwong. Tiéng
sam ngirng, co c nhu da dua tién xong mot ngwdi ban cii, ban than minh
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lai khong hé thay doi, con dwong tiép theo c6 van phai di. D6i mat cua c6
den 14y, sang ngoi dén mitc khién nguwoi khac ham mo.

Sao cling dugc, Ly Van Sung nghi, c6 khong muon lam viéc, khong
muon di lam, khong nhéan ra trai tim 6ng, cling khong sao ca ... Nhung c6
phai ¢ lai day.

“Tiéu....”

Con chua noi xong, dién thoai cua Thanh Van lai vang len. La Hudng
dan Truong, 1a Hwéng dan Trieong ma Thanh Van da doi hai ngay nay.

“Chi Thanh a, em dang & day, Chu Pong Nam khong vé nha, nhung
ma ...” Heéng dan Truong mudn néi lai thoi.

Thanh Van néi: “Cé chuyén gi cit noi cho chi biét.”

“Chuyén nay...” Hwéng dan Truong mudn noéi gi do, bén canh bong
truyén dén tiéng la hot hodng cia mot ngwoi dan 6ng khac. Anh ta néi rat
nhanh, khau am ki quai, Thanh Van nghe khong hiéu, nhwng c6 van nhg
giong noi cua anh ta. Do la anh trai cia Chu Bong Nam, Chu Dong Thanh.

Anh ta hoang hot, titc gian, nhung lai khong hai ai, ngay cd Huéng
dan Truwong ciing khong sg anh ta. C6 quat to v6i anh ta: “Anh im lang xem

"’

nao! Toi dang ndi chuyén day nay

Huwéng dan Truong cam dién thoai cach xa khoi nguwoi dang khong ro
chuyén gi kia, ndi v6i Thanh Van: “Chi Thanh dwng trach, nha ho c6 chut
chuyén, bénh cua nguoi nay da nang hon trude.”

“Cé chuyén gi?”

“Chu Bong Nam da di khoi nha tir mdy thang trudc roi, nhung trude
khi anh ta di, anh ta c nhu bi dién ay, cham Ilira d6t chdy cady cau Phong
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Vii gan nha ho r6i.”
Ngon tay Thanh Van haoi run lén: “Gi cg?”

“Anh ta dot cau Phong Vi, hon nita dau 6c ctia nguwdi nay khong biét
dang nghi gi, anh ta dot cau ciing théi di, dang dét con xong vao dap pha,
nghe néi sau lung anh ta déu bi béng, chi néi anh ta c6 ngéc khong? O
bénh vién hon mot thang, tién may nam nay lam duwgc déu tiéu hét ca, vira
ra vién da bé chay khong thdy dau nita.”

CO gai tré trong dién thoai cit néi khong ngirng, giong nhw mét con
chim sé liu riu mai khong dit, Ly Van Sung phéi c6 nhin m&i khong x6ng
qua dap nat cai dién thoai.

“Chi biét r6i.” Cudi cung Thanh Van noi.

Trwdc lac cup dién thoai co lai n6i: “Em giup chi noéi véi Chu Bong
Thanh ...”

“Noi gi a?”
No6i gi day, Heéng dan Trwong dang doi, Ly Van Sung cling dang doi.

“Tho6i.” Thanh Van cudi cung ciing khong noéi ra, cam on Huwéng dan
Truong roi cip may.

O mot goc khac caa thanh phd, mot nguwdi viva ra khéi cuc canh sat, ca
nguoi wét dam nwdc mua. Lwu Giai Chi da doi & bén ngoai tir sém lién 1ap
tirc chay dén, nghiéng hon nira cai 6 sang phia anh.

Ly Van Sung nhin cham cham titng dong tac ctia Thanh Van, co vira
nhuc nhich, ong lap tc noi:

“Em mu6n lam gi?”
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Ong lo so.

Thanh Van cam chén canh ga da lanh tanh, néi: “Tim nguoi.”

“Em muodn di Quy Chau?”

“Khong.” Co6 vudt vién chén, givong mat no6i: “Anh ay con chwa di.”
Co chac chan vo cung la anh van chua di.

Ong c6 tin giita nhitng ngwdi yéu nhau c6 sy cdm 1tng khong?

Ly Van Sung lai cdm thdy mat minh hoi mo di. Cudc séng qua la ki
diéu. Ba nam mot thay do6i nhd, sdu nam mot thay doi 16n, muwdi hai nam,
lai 1a m6t vong tuan hoan. T4t ca moi thit déu tré vé diém xuat phat roi.
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Mua van roi mai khéng ngirngva cang ltic cang 16n.

Gi6 manh dén mitc Lwu Giai Chi cam du khong néi, phéi dung cé hai
tay, voc dang Chu DPong Nam lai cao 16n, khién c6 cang phai c6 sitc dwa
cao len.

That ra thi cling chang can phdi che du lam gi, gi6 tat khap xung
quanh, quan do da w6t dam ca roi.

“Chu bong Nam! Anh khoe khong? Anh & trong do c6 bi hanh ha gi
khong?” Lwu Giai Chi khong ngirng ruwén ¢, di vong quanh nhin xem Chu
Pong Nam c6 gi khong 6n khong. Co khong ranh tay dé lau nuwéc trén mat,
chi c6 thé nhan mét néi chuyén véi Chu Béng Nam.

Sac mat Chu Bong Nam rat mét moi, téc cling bét xudng, Luvu Giai
Chi van c gao la @ bén canh, mai mot lic sau anh mdi kip phan tng, cam
lay du.

Luu Giai Chi can ca hai tay dé cam du, nhung anh chi dung mot tay la
xong, anh lai cao nhu thé, c6 c6 nhay 1én ciing khong véi t6i dugc.

Mua to dai dang, trong hoan canh khé khan, con ngudi cling tré nén
dé dang théa man hon.

“Pi thoi, tim mot cho trd mwa.” Lwu Giai Chi kéo tay Chu Dong Nam
di ra ngoai.
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Nhitng ngay qua c6 khong thuan lgi cho lam. Cong viéc xao nhang,
toan nghi vé Chu Bong Nam, ngay cd can nha dang muwdén ciing khong &
noi nita, sau sy c6 cia anh hém do, c6 da chuyén vé nha song, mai dén hém
nay méi quay lai. C6 cdm thdy la do minh hai anh — mot nguwdi lam thué
dang thwong — phai bi ngo6i tu nia thang. Chi la ... moi lan nghi dén anh,
ngoai trr cam thay anh dang thwong ra, con cdm thdy & anh cling c6 sy
nhan nghia kho ta, chiu ra mat giup ban be, xitng dang la mot nguoi dan
ong.

Mua qua 16n, & ven duong khong thé bat xe dwoc.
“Veé thoi.” Bgi mot ldc, Chu Bong Nam noi.

Luu Giai Chi lanh run trong mwa gi6. Néi that, c6 mét chét di duogc,
cling khong mudn phai dam muwa to, nhwng khi anh bao phai di vé, c6 van
dong y.

“Anh an com chwa, t6i moi anh an com.” Lwu Giai Chi vtra di vira
ngang dau néi véi Chu BDong Nam. Anh van cii dau budce di, cho nén ¢o ta
c6 thé nhin ré gwong mat anh, den sam, v6 cam, c6 1€ hoi gay di mot chuit,
duong nét gwong mdt cang ro rang hon.

Co hoi xong, Chu BPéng Nam lap tic liéc nhin sang.
Lwu Giai Chi chua ting nhin thay anh nhuw thé, lién cti dau.
“Ha?” Chu Pong Nam hinh nhv nghe khong ro.

Giogng ndi Lwu Giai Chi cang khé hon: “T6i noi to6i moi anh di an
com, di khong?”

“Khong can dau.”

“O gan nha thdi, vira hay toi cling chwa an.”
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“....” Chu Béng Nam cti dau nhin dwong, Luu Giai Chi noéi: “Xem
nhw dong y roi, ching ta di lam bat mi nho di!”

Co ta nghi tham, ldc nay thoi tiét khong tot, trong Chu Bong Nam
cling mét moi, c’ an dai thir gi d6, hom khac lai moi anh an mot bita ngon.
Dudi con mua gié bao bung, co6 ta miét mai nghi dén nhitng mén ngon cta
Bac Kinh..

Nghi mot ldc thi khong con nhd dén mon sap an nita.

Su6t doan duwong Chu Pong Nam déu yén lang, Lwu Giai Chi thinh
thodng cling muon héi gi dé, nhung lai khong biét phdi mé miéng thé nao.

Nghi nhiéu, thoi gian tréi qua cling rat nhanh, thoat cai da sap dén noi
ho dinh dén. Luc di ngang qua mdt chiéc xe canh sat, tiéng coi thé lwong
vang lén khién Luwu Giai Chi birng tinh, quay dau nhin anh.

Chu DBong Nam van cii dau, tiéng coi xe ciing khong thé lam phién
dén anh.

Luu Giai Chi hit sau, sao 0 lai phdi can than nhw vay chi?

“Chu Bbong Nam.” Co ta dung budc, Chu Bong Nam cling dirng lai.
“Sao vay?”

“Anh...”

“Um?”

“Sao vg cta anh khéng dén?” Cudi cung co ta cling hdi ra.

Chu Béng Nam khong tra 101, trong anh that sy rat dang thuwong.

Luu Giai Chi ho khan mot tiéng: “Co dy c6 biét anh bi bat khong?”
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“Khong biét.”

Lwu Giai Chi trgn mat: “Khong biét? Chuyén 16n nhw vay cling khéng
biét? Co ta khong biét dén tham anh sao, vg anh c6 lo lang cho anh khong
Vay?”

Anh khong néi 10i nao, tiéng mua roi trén néc du nghe kha ré rang.

Lwu Giai Chi hoi anh: “Vg anh c6 mau thuan gi vGi anh a? Hai ngudi
két hon khi nao?”

Chu bong Nam quay dau: “Bi th6i.”

Anh khéng néi, Lwu Giai Chi cang bam 1dy: “DPtng c6 chuyén gi cling
gilt trong long, toi khong hai anh dau, anh cit bu6én byc mai nhw vay khong
sg dén mirc phat bénh a?”

“Néu qua that c6 mau thuan gi thi c¥ ndi ra, t6i cling c6 thé gitip anh
phan tich mét chut. Du gi t6i cling la phu nit, khong chirng con ¢6 thé gitp
dwgc anh ...”

Budc chan caa anh dan cham lai.

Lwu Giai Chi dang di theo anh cling dirng lai theo.

“Chu bong Nam ...”

“Cam on co giup t0i.” — Chu Bong Nam noi v6i cd6 — “Nhung toi
khong biét phdi néi gi ...” Nhin anh rat mét mdi, lai hoang mang, anh that
s khong biét phai noi gi ca.

Con c6 thé néi gi nita.
Co6 thé hoi dugc ra diéu gi do ciling tot. Lwu Giai Chi binh tinh néi:

“Anh khong can lo lang, t6i héi anh tra 10i la dugc r6i.”
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Phia chén troi muwa van roi nhu trit nuwdc, gié théi ao at. BDay khong
phdi la cho dé tan gau, nhung Lwu Giai Chi khong quan tam, anh da chiu
ndi ra, c6 nhat dinh khong bo qua co hoi nay.

“Anh t6i Bac Kinh 1au nhv vay la dé tim vg a?”
Anh gat dau.

“Vo anh lam viéc & dau?”

“Gan cho & cuia t6i.”

“Sao hai nguoi lai ¢ riéng?”

“Co ay khong chiu nghe 10i t6i.”

Lwu Giai Chi nghen hong, khong nghe 16i? Ty tron di? Sac mat co
khong d6i, trong dau nhanh chong suy nghi, c6 phai ngoai tinh réi khong?
Khong cam long nghéo kho a? M6t ngwdoi phu nit tir noi khac dén Bac Kinh
con c6 thé lam gi, nhat dinh 1a kiéu ngwdi mo cao roi.

Luu Giai Chi hoan toan khong nghi dén viéc Chu Bong Nam cé thé da
pham 16i gi d6. Khoi nghi ciing biét, cai tén den dta co6 chap, yén phan nay
c6 thé lam gi sai chit, chi la thinh thodng gid vai tro khon 16i, nén sao c6 thé
la do anh ta duoc.

“Mau thuan cua hai ngwoi 16n lam a, anh bi bat nira thang ma c6 ta
cling khong téi tham anh. Cuc canh sat nhat dinh da bao cho ngwdi nha anh
biét diing khong?”

Chu Péng Nam bung du, yén lang lac dau.

“Khong bao? Co dy khong phai ngudi nha anh a, hai nguoi ...” Luu
Giai Chi bong nhién nghi dén mét kha nang.
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“Hai ngudi rot cudc cé két hon khong?”

Chu Poéng Nam yén lang khong 1én tiéng, nhin vé phia man mua.

Anh c6 y tranh né, sy yén lang nay cang khang dinh suy doan cua c6.

Oi dao, c6 dd doan duogc dai khai cau chuyén cii nay roi. Mot ngudi
dan ong ngodc nghéch yéu mot nguwdi phu nit khong an phan, anh ta kiém

tién nudi gia dinh nhwng c6 ta khong thich cudc song tam thuwong. Co6 ta bod
tron, anh dudi theo, la mot cau chuyén di dau cling thay.

Lwu Giai Chi khong khoi hoi kich dong, khong chi vi nang luc suy
doan ctia minh, con vi nhitng viéc khac.

Nguwoi lam viéc cam tinh thwong la vay. Anh khong phéi la mot ai
khéc, toi rat vui, du cho t6i khong nhat dinh phai c6 anh.

“Nay, chung ta di an di, doi qua!”

Chu Bong Nam khong nhic nhich, van nhin cham cham vao man mwa
kia. Lwu Giai Chi nhin theo anh mat anh, bén kia la mot tiém an nhanh binh
thvong, khong co gi dac biét.

“Pirng buon nita, tir tr sé qua théi, hdm nay cit nghi ngoi cho khoe
di.” Luu Giai Chi kéo kéo ao, troi da vao xuan, nhing thai tiét van rat lanh,
nhat la khi troi mwa.

“BDi mau di!”
Co ta phat hién Chu Bong Nam van khong buon nhtic nhich.

Luu Giai Chi bat dau nghi c6 phdi tai minh da gang hoi qua nhiéu hay
khong.
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Sao lai khong dut khoat mot chut, dan 6ng mot chut chir: “Moi viéc
déu da qua r6i, cling chia tay r6i ...” Giong noi ctia co ta rat nho, lai liéc vé
phia Chu Pong Nam, sau do lai hodng hot phat hién ra mat anh do hoe.

Pau 6c Lwu Giai Chi lap titc trd nén trong rong, quén hét moi thit.

Khi dan ong roi 1€, con khién ngwoi ta xtic dong hon ca phu ni.

Anh khong phai mot nguwdi citng céi gi, chi la mét nguwdi dan 6ng rat
binh thwong, c6 1€ vao gio phut nay, anh méi that sy la anh.

Lwu Giai Chi chi nhin thoi, mii cling khong nhin dvgc ma cay cay.

“Chu bong Nam ...” Co ta kéu tén anh, nwdc mat cling chdy ra, co thit
gi d6 anh hwdng dén co ta, mdc du chinh ¢6 ta cling khong biét 1a thit gi.

Anh von khong nghe thay c6 ta néi gi, chi v6 cung cham chd nhin vé
phia kia, Lwu Giai Chi ciling dan yén lang.

DPoi dén khi long tinh lang, ca thé gidi cling tinh 1ang, cudi cung c6 ta
cling nghe loang thoang bai hat ma ctra tiém kia dang bat.

Lwu Giai Chi da tirng nghe bai nay, mot bai hat cti cia Manh Dinh Vi.

bai hat [[XIFFBHMIHEYZ — FBEZE] (Trong gi6 c6 dim may lam tir
mua — Manh Dinh Vi)

Audio Player

00:00

00:00

Use Up/Down Arrow keys to increase or decrease volume.

Giong nt* dang hat vo cung du duong:
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Trong gi6 c6 ddm may mang mua dén.
C6 mot dam may tao nén mua.

Trong long dam may chita day mua.
Tirng giot ti tach déu vi anh.

Gio6 thoi tiéng ca vé noi xa x0i, twa nhw doi ngwdoi phiéu bat khong
diém dirng.

MGt bai hat rat ding thoi diém ...Anh khéc vi bai hat nay sao?
Luu Giai Chi phat hién ra minh khong hé hiéu anh.

Duw6i con mua to khong dit, chi cé tiéng hat khong ngirng lap lai:
Moi khi bau trgi vira chuyén mua.

Trong gi6 c6 may mang mua dén.

Moi khi trong long lai nhé anh

Trong gi6 c6 may mang mua dén.

Anh nhét dinh nhé dén diéu gi do, 1a ngudi phu nit 4y sao? Anh bi co
ta bat nat that thé tham.

Trong long Lwu Giai Chi tham phé binh, sao lai dén mitc nay. Co rat
muon noéi cho anh biét, nhitng ngay anh & Bac Kinh chd dgi, nguwoi phu nit
ay chang thay dau, néu sau nay khi anh hoi twdng lai ngay hom nay, anh sé
biét niréc mat minh roi that sy qua ngu ngoc.

CO6 nhwén may, khong con nghe 1o tiéng hat nita, ditng thém mot lic,
lai cAm thay mét moéi.
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Bat ké sau nay anh c6 hiéu ra hay khong, c6 cdAm thdy minh ngu ngoc
hay khong, Lwu Giai Chi van biét rang, mot ngay nao dé trong twong lai,
khi c6 nhé dén hinh dnh hom nay, c6 ciing sé cdm thdy v0 cung xtc dong.

L.ong chim trong rong.
T may hom truedc, Ly Van Sung da dé 1ong chim trong khong.
Ong da tha hai con chim cudi cuing di.

Néu Tao Khai néi ding, cudi cung moi chuyén déu sé c6 mot diém
két, vay “cai két” caa ong la & dau?

Van ménh van khong hé tiét 16 diéu gi.

Ly Van Sung nhin Thanh Van dang mdc ao khoac. Co6 mdc khong
nhiéu lam, 4o len mong, 4o gi6 mau den, doi chan dai nho nam gon trong

do6i giay da. Co dua lung vé phia 6ng mdc 4o, canh tay nhac lén, thon dai
manh khanh.

Ly Van Sung c6 mot loai do giac rang thit c6 dang mac khong phai ao
khoac, ma la mot 16p 1ong vi.

Mot con chim yén xinh dep, d6i canh khong phai 16p 16ng to trang
tinh, thay vao dé la 16p 1ong t6i den. Vira tdo bao, vira manh mé, khéng
nhin ra vét thwong, tradi qua nhiéu chuyén, tham chi con ganh 1y gi6 mwa
giup nguoi khac.

“Dén bay gio em van khong hiéu.” Ly Van Sung khong biét minh
dang nai gi.

Thanh Van quay dau lai: “Gi co?”
“Em thich mot ngwdi, nhat dinh c@ phai vitt bo hét tat ca nhitng thi

khac, Thanh Van, em bao nhiéu tu6i r6i?” — Ly Van Sung cuwdi lanh — “Sao
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em lai c6 thé dé dang bi loai tinh cam kich thich nay hap dan thé ha?”

Thanh Van yén lang.

Ly Van Sung lai thtra thang xong 1én.

“Anh da néi bao nhiéu lan roi, ngwdi von chang cé gi mdi thuong
xuyén n6i mdy cau nhw vitt bd hét tit cd. Em cho rang anh ta sé vi em ma
tr bo thw gi? Sy xuc dong cua em dung ré mat nhu vay.”

“Anh Sung.”

Ong qué chi y dén 161 noi ké tiép caa co, nén dng ciing khong stra lai
cach xung ho ma ong khong thich kia.

“Em khong hé tir bo gi ca.” Thanh Van nhin 6ng, giong nhu dang giip
ong gidi cau do.

“Bdi vi em von cling chi c6 hai ban tay trang.”

Cang tan tinh, thi cang vo tinh. Cang da tinh, lai cang tuyét tinh.
Phu ni* khong dung dao, ho chi dung miéng.

Nhung c6 thé giét nguwdi khong thay mau.

Mudi hai ndm, 6ng da bo ra bao nhiéu? Day béo tirng chiit méot, dan
dat tttng budc mot, két qua, lai déi 1dy mot cau hai ban tay trang ctia co.

Ma diéu dang sg nhat lai khong phai nhitng thit nay.

biéu dang sg la mai cho dén khoanh khac c6 roi di, Ly Van Sung van
khong thé thang than néi v6i c6 mét cau: “Sao lai khong cé gi, em r6 rang
con c6 anh.”
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Ngoi trén chiéc ghé salon nho nhd, Ly Van Sung lai lan nita phat hién
ra, nha ctua Thanh Van rat to, nhung cling rat trong trai.

Trong trdi dén mirc khién long ngudi hodng sg.
Ong liéc mét, nhin ra ngoai ctia sé.
Nguoi phu nit kia, ngay ca du cting khong mang theo.

Dang vé co khong buén quay dau lai, di thang vao trong mwa gio, hinh
nhw cé hoi quen thudc, cling giong nhw mwdi hai nam veé trwde, khi co6 chi
mang theo hai trdm dong, mét than mot minh dén Bac Kinh tim nguwdi dan
ong kia vay.

Au tri dén la thuwong, that khé twdng twong rang cd di ba muoi tudi.
Thé ma ong lai dong long.

Muoi hai ndm, 6ng van cam thay c6 thiéu thit gi d6, cho du 6ng khong
ngtrng doc thic c6, day do co, co6 van khong c6 cach nao dat dén tiéu chuan
trong long ong.

Cho dén gio phit nay, 6ng méi that sy hiéu rd nguyén nhan.

Ong mu6n yén ling mot chit, nhung bén ngoai lai vang doi tiéng sdm
sét, tiéng mua to tam ta.

La ai dang cwoi nhao ong?
La ong troi, hay nguoi dan 6ng da chét kia?
Ly Van Sung chgt day manh chiéc ban.

Hop gilt &m vang ra xa, canh ga chwa uéng xong vwong day trén dat.
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Cu6i cung lai khong an com. Chu Béng Nam nghe xong bai hat do thi
chi mudn di ve.

“T6i vé nha day, c6 an m6t minh di, du ctia ¢6 nay.” Chu Bong Nam
dwa du cho Lwu Giai Chi, nhung sao Lwu Giai Chi cé thé cam.

“Khong an thi théi!” Trong long Lwu Giai Chi hoi kho chiu, lai hoi uat
trc. Co titc gian buéng mot cau, sau dé lai khong nghe thdy dap lai, Luu
Giai Chi ben liéc mat sang, thdy vé chat vat cia Chu Pong Nam, lai tw
khuyén minh, anh ay cling khong thoai mai gi.

Tw thuyét phuc minh xong, Lwu Giai Chi quay dau néi véi Chu Dong
Nam: “Anh khong muén an & ngoai thi vé nha an, du gi khéng an com
cling khong dwgc. Anh vé nghi ngoi di, to6i di mua thic an.”

Ngay dang trwdc la chg ban thitc an, Lwru Giai Chi muén di, Chu Dong
Nam lai hoi c6: “Hom nay c6 khéng can di lam a?”

La mot diéu, 1a khi Lwu Giai Chi nghe thay cau héi nay thi chtt oan tc
trong long déu nhw tan mat, c6 nhay lén go anh mdt cai: “Cudi cung anh
cling biét hoi a? Hom nay t6i xin nghi mot ngay di véi anh ddy, nhung
khong can cam on t6i. To6i di mua thitc an da, anh xem tht & bén kia c6 gi
ngon khong?”

“Toi khong d6i.”

“Biét ngay anh sé ndi vay, toi ti xem roi mua vay.”
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Luu Giai Chi quay dau muon di, Chu Bong Nam néi: “Co cam du di.”

“Khong can, toi c6 roi.” Vira néi, Luwu Giai Chi vira nhw lam 4o thuat,
moc tir trong 4o ra mot cdy du xép mau hong, bung ra, con khéng quén
ngodi dau lai n6i: “Anh vé nha chd toi nhé!”

Nha khong c6 ngwdi ¢ sudt nira thang, thoang thodng mui vi xa la, anh
di vao, ti'ng buwéc déu dé lai dau chan. Chu Bong Nam sau khi vao nha thi
mé& ctra so ra trwdc, sau do dirtng trong nha nhin xung quanh. Trén giwong
van hét nhw lic anh di vay, chan van chwa xép, goi ném lung tung, con cé
quan 4o da thay ra. Chu Bong Nam cu6n quan 4o lai, ném vao chau rtta
mat.

Anh bong nhién nhé lai, vao hém bi bat, anh dang lam gi nhi? Quay
dau lai, nhin thdy phong bép dang mé ctva. A, ding roi, anh mudn mua thitc
an dé nau com. Ho dinh gap mat nhau t6i hom do...

Anh dang thu don phong, trén hanh lang bong truyén dén tiéng budc

chan, Lwu Giai Chi vira méi 1én dén lau hai da bat dau kéu to: “Chu—™bong

",

—Nam—-ra—mG@—-ctta—-
Ca lau vang vong tiéng cua c6, “mé ctra... md ctra... mé clra...”.

Chu Pong Nam ra mé ctta, Lwu Giai Chi dang 6m rat nhiéu d6, nhin
la biét khong thé an hét chi trong mot hai bita. Lwu Giai Chi binh thuwdng
rat it di chg mua thitc an, hom nay lai xem chg nhuv siéu thi ma dao, mua
dén bon bao. C6 muon nhin thdy anh kinh ngac cau may, roi lai té6 vé ngai
ngung.

Chu Bong Nam qua nhiéen dung lai.
“Sao c6 mua nhiéu vay?”

“Pé an dan chit sao.”
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“Khong an hét...” Anh chi vao b6 rau chan vit: “...dé hai ngay sé huw.”

Khong vui gi cd. Lwu Giai Chi biu moi, cting khéng buon dé y nita,
xach do6 vao, tha & ngay ctra bép. Pay la lan dau tién c6 vao phong Chu
Pong Nam, s chi y hoan toan bi chi phoi, d6 an cling khong quan tam ma
day hét cho Chu Béng Nam.

Chu Bong Nam thao bao nhwa ra, phan loai thitc an. Rau chan vit, cai
trang, tan 0, cd cai, ca chua,... con c6 swon heo, dudi bo, tom tuwoi, ca, pho
mat, chan gio hun khoi... Chu Dong Nam tw tit sap xép xong mdi dirng lai.
Anh quay dau nhin Lwu Giai Chi, Luwu Giai Chi dang s0 s& cai TV, TV
khong m@& dugc, c6 vo bum bup may céi, con lam bam: “Pay la kiéu TV gi
thé nay, hw roi a, sao khong kéu chi nha dén sita cho?”

Chu Dong Nam quay dau tré lai, chon may thit kh6 bao quan lau, réi
ma& bép nau.

Luu Giai Chi nghe tiéng nuwéc chay thi birng tinh, nha cia Chu Pong
Nam chang c6 gi dé choi, chan chét dugc, khong bang ditng ngam nguwoi
con hon. Lwu Giai Chi nhiét tinh di dén ctta phong bép, nhin Chu Dong
Nam thuan thuc rita rau néi: “Anh biét nau an a?”

Chu Poéng Nam gat dau.

“Co6 ngon khong?”

“Ciing duoc.”

“Vay toi do phai lam.” Lwu Giai Chi cwoi néi.

Chi la may mén don gian, ca cai hap, cdi b6 x6i xao, canh cai thia,

tom ludc, cling khong nhiéu lam. Chu Bong Nam bgi mot chén com, dé 1én
cai ban xép vuong.
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“Ua? Sao chi c6 mot chén?” Luwu Giai Chi ngdi vao mot canh ban:
“Anh khong an a?”

“Toi khong doi, co an di.”

“Vay anh ngoi xuong di.” Khong an cling khong cho chay, Lwu Giai
Chi chi vao vi tri d6i dién, néi véi Chu Bong Nam: “Chung ta trdo chuyén
mot ldac.”

“T6i di sac pin dién thoai da.” Dién thoai di dong da can pin ro6i.

“Sac di sac di!” Luwu Giai Chi nhin sau lvng anh, chac lvgi: “Sac xong
r6i thi goi dién cho vg, cé phai khong ha?”

Chu Bong Nam khong dap.
“Pung la khong kha noi!”

bién thoai di dong duoc sac pin, Chu BDong Nam nhin cai den do trén
dién thoai nhap nhay r6i méi quay lai ngéi xuéng mot bén ban.

Luu Giai Chi héi anh: “Anh dinh lat nita di tim vg ctia anh day a?”
Chu Pdéng Nam lac dau.

“Khéng tim a?”

“Co tim.”

“Chtrng nao?”

“Hai ngay nita.”

Chu B6ong Nam khong no6i qua nhiéu, Lwu Giai Chi héi mot cau, anh

néi mot cau, khi c6 khong hoi thi anh cti dau, vai rii xuéng, hoi thd cham
rai. Lwu Giai Chi khong khéi nh¢ dén chwong trinh “Thé gidi dong vat” ma

https://thuviensach.vn



co da twng xem. Nhitng da thu trong chwong trinh kia, sau khi do strc kich
liét lién tim mot hang dong yén tinh dé nghi ngoi, chita thwong, gom stic
lue cho dot giét choc tiép theo.

Lwu Giai Chi dat dlia xuéng, c6 von cling chang an dugc ti com nao.
Co khong nhin dugc hoi: “Vg cua anh tét dén vay sao?”

Khong dap.
“T6t dén mitc anh bi canh sat bat ma cling khong dén tham anh w?”
Ciing khong hé vé day.

Luu Giai Chi liéc mat: “Anh ditng u mé nita, ci¥ ty minh cam chiu
mai. No6i cho anh biét, trong chuyén tinh cdAm anh khong thé gip gap dugc,
phai ty biét mwu tinh cho minh, lam gi c¢6 ngwoi dan 6ng nao c hé cé
chuyén gi 1a lai liéu mang ma dwgc phu nit dé y dau!”

Luu Giai Chi quéd trach moét Iic, Chu BDong Nam van yén lang cui dau
ngoi im, cudi cung c6 hoi mot cau.

“Sao anh thich vg anh vay?”

Lan nay Chu Béng Nam chiu dap lai, anh chép mat may cai, lo dang
noi: “Xinh dep.”

Puoc, anh vira néi ra mét cau, Lwu Giai Chi da suyt phun miéng cu
cdi ra ngoai. Co doc long suy tw, hwéng dan hét long, dung li tri va ca tinh

cam dé cam dong, cudi cung lai roi vao két qua nhw thé. Xinh dep! C6 cam
thdy minh da néi phi cong r6i, c6 néi nita cling anh cling khong hiéu.

“Pai ca a, toi that phuc anh! Xinh dep dang gia bao nhiéu, xinh dep cé
thé gitt dwgc bao lau? Chua ké, c6 dy xinh dep dén dau ch?” Téc dai ndo
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ngan, xinh dep thi da sao?

“Khién cho anh mé mét dén nhw vay...” Lwu Giai Chi khong thém an
com nita, ditng lén, vo vo tay: “Nao, nguwdi lam truyén thong déu phai noi
dén ching ct. N6i ma khong c6 bang chitng, thé anh c6 hinh khéong, dé t6i
Xem nao, toi tham tra gitp anh, xem thit xem—-"

“Co thich t6i?” Anh van cui thap dau, may nhuwéng 1én, hoi rat chan
thanh.

Mot cau néi vong vao tai, Luu Giai Chi 1ap titc khong néi nén 15i. A
khau mat r6i, 16ng nguc cling c@ nhw mét khinh khi cau bi dam thung,
khong n6, nhung lai nhw cé gi6 lua vao. Co hoi cang thang, ai bao anh héi
dot ng6t nhw thé chit! Lwu Giai Chi thé don dap, c6 thdy vé mat anh van
binh tinh, that mudn hét 1én mot cau, thich day, toi thich anh day! Sao ha?
Khéng duwogc, con chwa hiéu rd gi vé anh, thich gi chit, néi ra cling chang
ton that gi cho c6 ca, nhung anh thi qua 16i r6i.

Luu Giai Chi nghi vay bén nghiéng nghiéng mat, vé mat ché nhao
cling da chuan bi xong xudi.

“Chu Bong Nam, tri tvdng twgng cua anh cling qua... ”

Méi noi duge dén do thi da bi cat ngang. Hom nay ¢6 bi cat ngang hoi
nhiéu. Ngwoi nao dé dang ¢ bén ngoai, ngay dudi lau, goi to tén anh trong
con mua x0i Xa.

Chu Bong Nam ~~~~

Tiéng goi nghe sao thé lwong. Lic minh goi thi khéng cam thay gi,
nhuwng khi nghe ngudi nay goi, Luru Giai Chi phat hién, cdi tén nay cling rat
hay. Con chwa dinh than dwgc thi ngwdi bén ngoai lai goi thém lan nita.

Chu Bong Nam...
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Tiéng goi hoa vdi tiéng mwa nhw triat nwdc, cang rd rang hon ban nay.,
C nhu tiéng luyén thanh ctia dao kép trong ngbi dinh dau phd, dén hét khi
lwc ma goi 1én, c nhuw chwa bao gio duwoc goi, khong hé quan tam dén ai
khac.

Chu Bong Nam da voi chay ra ngoai, nhanh dén mitc Lwu Giai Chi
con khong kip phan tng, ro rang ban nay anh con moi mét dén thé co ma.

Anh chay dén bén ctra s6, day ctra ra, gi6 mwa 1ap tic ta vao. Anh gao
nguoc voi hwong gio: “Toi ¢ day! Toi ¢ ngay day!”

Nguoi dan 6ng nay hiém khi gao to nhu thé, dung hét sttc & dan dién,
cang dit doi hon cé lic du da véi bon lIvu manh trén dwong. Anh voi gao to,
gao rat mét vi khodng cach cling qua xa.

“Em dgi toi!”

No6i xong anh nhanh chéng déng ctra so lai, nwéc mwa da khién nguoi
anh w6t nhep, c@ nhw mét x6 nuwdc lanh ti trén troi doi thang xudng, nhung
tinh than anh rat t6t, hai mat long lanh. Tién tay lau nwéc trén mat, anh lao
ra ctta, khong kip n6i cau nao véi Lru Giai Chi. Anh hoan toan khong dé y
dén cau tré 10i kia, c6 1€ chinh anh ciing da quén cau héi dé réi.

Luu Giai Chi cling cdm thdy nhw bi doi mét x6 nwdc lanh. Co nhin
mdy mon an trén ban, lai dat diia xuéng. Pa xé chiéu, mua to cang khién
sac troi bén ngoai thém md& mit, Lwu Giai Chi tr t di dén bén cita so,
khong dé 10 bong cia minh, chi ditng sat bén cira so, theo khe hé nhin ra
ngoai.

Mot bong ngwoi mau den khong hé che du, dudi con mwa ao ao x6i
X4, trong vo6 cung 1é loi. Cao rdo, thon tha, lvng thang tap.

Co6 khong thdy mat, nhuwng van cam thay c6 ay dep hon minh nhiéu.
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Mot béong dang khac xuat hién trong tam nhin, Chu Pong Nam da
chay dén. Ngoc chét di dugc, du cling khong thém mang.

Trén mat Thanh Van toan la nwdc mua, téc hat hét ra sau, cai tran nhw
tran chau dwgc mai diia, trang mudt. C6 khong noi 16i nao, chi lang lang
nhin anh.

“Em dén r6i a?” Anh mu6n hoi thém c6 phai may hom truwdc cb cling
da dén hay khong, nhwng anh con chwa nghi ra duge cé gi, ngwoi dan ong
nay von khong biét néi déi, muon giai thich gi d6 déu thay kha kho khan.

“T6i.... hai ngay tredc tdi c6 viéc.” Anh ap ung.

Thanh Van ddm mot céi 1én long ngwc Chu Bong Nam, strc luc cod
yéu, Chu Bong Nam chang hé cam thdy dau. Co vira mdi bat dau danh,
Chu Béng Nam da cam lay tay c6. Cac dot ngon tay gay go, Chu Pong
Nam nam chat 14y, lai khién chinh minh thdy dau dén.

“An nhiéu thém mot chit.” Anh néi khé: “Gay dén khong con gi roi.”

“Néu that sy khong con gi thi sao?” — C6 bong nhién mé miéng, giong
néi rat khé, nhuwng lai khién anh cam thay ap luc — “Néu em that sy khong
con gi cd, véi dang vé nhu thé nay, anh c6 con mudn em khong?”

Chu dé qua bat ngo, Chu bong Nam giat minh: “Gi co?”
Co6 khong nhac lai, c6 biét anh nghe dugc.

M6t lic 1au sau, Chu Bong Nam khé noi: “Mudn hay khong thi thé
nao?”

Thanh Van bong nhién bat cuwai, li€c vé mot phia, té vé khong sao ca:
“Khong muén thi thoi chi sao!”

Chu Péng Nam nhin c6: “Vay muon thi sao?”
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Muon a!

Nu cuoi ctia Thanh Van nhat di, ¢6 lanh nhat néi: “Néu anh muon, sau
nay song chét cia Thanh Van em, déu do anh quyét dinh.”

Mua van roi nhw trit nwéc. Trong suét may ngan may van nam, nhitng
10i thé twong tyw thé nay tir xwa dén nay da c6 khong it. Song chét déu do
anh quyét dinh. Anh hoan toan ngay dai, bung kin mdt khéng biét lam sao,
thoi gian troi qua that lau, anh mdi ngang dau lén. Gwong mat ngam den
trrdc mat nhe mot cai cdt nha moc mac kién co trong trai dan toc Dong,
che gidu moi thit tinh cdm néng bong.

Thanh Van rii mat, c6 con dang chd dap an cua anh. DPia vi giita ho,
lan dau tién c6 su thay doi.

Chu Pong Nam 6m 14y c6. Anh n6i bén tai ¢6: “Thanh Van, em von la
cta anh, chi la em van luén khong chiu thira nhan ma th6i.”

Tam lwng rong, du cach 16p quan 4o, dwong nhu van cé thé cam nhan
duwgc nhitng vét seo loang 16 16i 16m. Bubi chiéu trong nti, dong sudi nho
lung linh, trai dan toc Bong hién hoa yén binh, nguwdi phu nit trén cau
Phong Vii. Anh ciling khong con dwong lui nita. Treedc mat anh nhw noi 1én
tirng dom ltra hirng hure.

Trén doi nay, that sy c6 nhitng ngudi coi tinh yéu nhw mot nghi thirc
hién té. C6 nhé cé nguoi da tirng néi nhu thé. Nhitng nguwdi giong nhau sé
hdp dan lan nhau. Nam chat tay, mat cling nham lai. Xin dugc ché che. bé
con mua to nay rira sach tat cd, dé con lai hai linh hén thuan khiét, run ray
om nhau gitta dat trgi lanh nhw bang.

Em chi c6 hai ban tay trang nén khi yéu anh, em chi c6 thé hién dang
chinh minh.
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M4y hom nay Quéach Giai ban dén t6i madt to6i mli.

Mac du moi chuyén & cong ty déu dugc gidi quyét, nhung nguoi dé ki
tén phé duyét lai chang thay dau c4, trg Iy cda Thanh Van lic nay méi phat
hién, ngoai tén va s6 dién thoai cta cap trén thi minh chang biét dugc gi
khac. Bay gio Thanh Van tat dién thoai, cau ta cling khong cé cach nao tim
duoc co.

Ba ngay sau khi Thanh Van bo di, trg ly bat dau ty giac dwa hét gidy
t0 qua cho Quach Giai, khién ngwdi von nhan nha nhw 6 lai phai chiu tran
mot cach kho hiéu.

Théi Loi Van nhin Quach Giai mac do cong s, mang giay cao got,
ngay nao ciing lam thém dén khuya bén cdm than mot cau: “That hiém cé
nhi!”

Quéch Giai mét méi ng6i phich xudng givwong.

“Anh twdng em muon a?!”

Thoi Lgi Van biu moi.

Quach Giai bo day, néi véi chong: “Chuyén nay rat la nhé!”

“Sao vay ha?”

“bién thoai di dong, dién thoai ban déu khong goi dugc, dén tan nha

c6 ay cling chang thdy ai. Goi dién thoai cho Ly Van Sung, vira nhac dén
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Thanh Van thi miéng anh ay kin nhw bung, thiy thai d6 ctia anh ay nhu thé,
em cling khong dam héi ti€p. Anh n6i xem, c6 phai hai nguwdi ho cai nhau
khong?”

“Sao lai cai nhau?”
“Em dau biét duwgc cha!”

Thoi Loi Van vat chan ngbi xem bao, Quach Giai nam trén ghé sa lon,
da anh ta mot cai, Thoi Loi Van bi dau, hit ha mot tiéng: “Sao vay?!”

“Cong ty ctia bon em dang gap viéc nghiém trong nhu thé ma sao thai
do anh lai vay ha?!”

Thoi Lgi Van bat cuoi: “Cong ty cua bon em? Em dung choc cuoi
anh!” Anh ta lat t0 bao, lai cham chd xem nhitng viéc 16n tam c@ quoc té
ctia minh: “Vén chi la do choi cho dam phu ni? théi, con twdng la cong ty
that a?”

Quach Giai hoi khong vui.

“Anh noi gi vay, cai gi ma la d6 choi cho phu nit?” Co che t¢ bao lai
“Noi cho ro xem nao!”

Thoi Lgi Van chu mdi, dang vé nhuw dang nhan sai: “Oi thdi anh néi
sai r6i, ditng n6ng, du sao cting khong lién quan dén em.”

Quach Giai bat day khéi ghé sa lon: “Thay quan 4o di!”

“Lam gi?”

“Pén nha Ly Van Sung!”

Théi Lgi Van chi dong ho treo trén twong: “Anh néi nay ba co oi, em

xem bay gio la may gio r6i?” Anh ta van chi vé phia chiéc dong ho qua lac,
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no dang kéu vang, bao hiéu da muwoi mot gio.

Quach Giai khéng thém nhin, cau kinh di 1ay chiéc do dang treo trén
gia. Thoi Lgi Van ngo theo: “Dung lam loan nita ma, ngay mai anh con
phai di lam nita.”

“Khong can anh di cung!”

Pay ma la dang vé khong can minh di cung sao, t6i nay néu minh
khong di that, chang biét con bi 1ai nhai bao 1au nita. Thoi Lgi Van tham
oan trach, cham rai xép to bo lai, tir tit ditng day khoi ghé sa lon.

“Nao, chung ta cung di vay.”
“Khong phai anh bao khong di a?”
“Anh sg em khong biét tot xau, héi bay ba véi Ly Van Stung!”

Sau khi ra khoéi nha roi 1én xe, Quach Giai méi nhé dén: “Anh néi xem
Ly Van Sung gio c6 dang ngu khong?”

Thé6i Loi Van cudi lanh: “Gio em méi nhé ra a, khong phai vira r6i
hang hai lam sao?”

Quach Giai lwom anh ta mot cai.

“Khong sao.” Théi Lgi Van mé deén xi nhan: “Chac chan chwa ngu

2

dau.
“Sao anh biét?”
Thé6i Loi Van liéc mat, anh den duwong bén ngoai chiéu vao khién vé
madt anh ta trong hoi bi hiém: “Pan 6ng hiéu dan 6ng thoi, anh ta dy a...”,

Théi Loi Van dirng mot chut, dau twa vao ghé 1ai, néi: “Ly Van Sung nay
ay ma, em c6 thé luén cam thay anh ta la ngwdoi vitng nhw thai son, nhung
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that ra la vi anh ta chwa gap phai chuyén khién anh ta phai dé y thoi. Néu
gdp that, chac anh ta con boc phat tirc gian hon bat cit ai khac day!”

“Anh néi vé Thanh Van a?” Quach Giai nhé dén Thanh Van dang mat
tich, khong kim dugc noi cang thang. Trong long thay hoi khoé chiu, c6
bong lanh lung noi: “Néu qua that Thanh Van da tré mat véi anh ta, vay thi
cling dang doi anh ta! Thanh Van bi anh ta lién luy bao nhiéu nam, anh ta
lai chang c6 hita hen gi ca. Lam gi c6 ¢6 gai nao chiu dugc chi!”

Théi Loi Van khong nhin duwgc li€c mat sang: “Cai gi ma “lién luy bao
nhiéu nam”? Cé ton that gi thi méi goi la lién luy, co6 ta cé ton that gi dau
chi?”

“Mudi nam co day!”

“Aizz, anh phat hién phu ni* cac em rat thu vi, em néi ci¥ nhw néu co ta
khong di theo Ly Van Sung thi c6 thé mai mai gilt dugc vé thanh xuan ay a.
Thoi gian nao cé dirng lai bao gio, & chung vdi ai ma chang phai gia di
chit?” Théi Lgi Van néi xong, ciling hoi cao giong: “Con vé ton that, cd ta
tréo 1én dwgc canh cao, ma tréo tai giéi nhu thé thi ton that cai gi, néu
khong c6 Ly Van Sung, nhitng nam qua c0 ta co la tha gi dau?”

Thoi Lgi Van néi roi nghiéng mat qua mot bén, phan thit bén go ma
bén phaéi hoi don lai, d6i mat sau mat kinh hip thanh mét duong. Mac du

tudi anh ta khong 16n lam, nhung da thay rd nép nhan & khée mat, cit nhw
anh ta von c6 vé mat nhu thé ti lau réi vay.

Quach Giai ¢ béen canh chi lanh lung nhin, Thoi Lgi Van noi: “Anh
noi sai gi a?”

Quaéch Giai quay dau di: “Em biét anh khong hé tén trong c6 ay.”
“Khong phai la van dé cé ton trong hay khong.” Théi Loi Van ldy diéu

thu6c ra, anh ta 1a mot bac si, luén chu y gilt gin sitc khée, rat it khi hat
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thu6c, hom nay la mot ngoai 1é.

“Phu nit bon em khong nhin xa trong rong, rat dé bi che mat, c6 nhiéu
chuyén em khéng biét dugc dau.”

Quaéch Giai héi: “Em khéng biét cai gi?”

Théi Loi Van im lang, Quach Giai gao to 1én: “Em khong biét cai
gi?!”

Thoi Loi Van hién nhién khong ngd ¢6 lai gao 16n nhw vay. Phu ni
that ding la biét doa nguwoi khéac, cho dén truwde khi co6 ay gao 1én, ban
khong tai nao biét c6 ay dang gian dén mic nao. Thoi Lgi Van bi ¢o gao to
khién canh tay mém nhiin, voi nam chat tay lai.

“Em la hét vgi anh lam gi?!”
“Em khong biét cai gi?”

Quach Giai néi buwdng, khong chiu thoi, gang hoi tiép: “Anh cé
chuyén gi gidu diém em?”

Thoi Loi Van khong kim duwgc, cuwdi lanh, anh ta dap diéu thuoc 14, thd
manh, hai luéng khéi bay ra tit miii, dwdng nhw da ha quyét tam lam gi do.

“Nao, dén gan day!” Pung luc dén do, dirng xe lai, Th6i Loi Van
ngoac tay véi Quach Giai. R0 rang trong xe chi c6 hai nguwoi, nhung lai c
phai nhich lai gan md&i chiu néi.

Ciling khong con cach nao, bi mat dy ma, cling giong nhuv may vu bé
boi déu phai that can than.

Quach Giai dén gan, moi anh ta ké sat vao tai c6, néi mot cau don
gian.
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Canh moi roi di nhwng tai Quach Giai thi van bat dong tai cho.

Mot Idc 1au sau, khi xe bat dau chay, Quach Giai mdéi quay phat lai,
nhin Thoi Lgi Van dang rat than nhién.

“Anh noi cai gi?”

Thoi Loi Van biét chac c6 da nghe ro, nhuwng van mudén minh phai lap
lai 1an nita.

“Co gi n6i nay, la khong lam dwoc chit sao nita!”

Quéach Giai ngan ngudi, Thoi Loi Van noéi réo hon cho ¢o6 biét “Yéu
sinh ly ch sao nita!” Mot bi mat dong troi vira dugc noi ra khoi miéng,

Thoi Lgi Van cam than lac lac dau, lai chac chac thém hai tiéng, nhw mudn
nam chat 1dy cai van ménh hay thay doi nay.

Quach Giai tr'tng mat, cang nghi cang thay khé tin: “Sao c6 thé
chg...?”

“Sao lai khong thé ? Anh la bac s cia anh ta, sao anh khong biét?”
“Vay sao anh khong néi cho em biét?”

“Thong cam di, day chang phai chuyén vinh quang gi, ma miéng phu
nit bon em lai khéng kin tiéng gi ca.”

Quaéch Giai cuoi khdy: “Em nghe dugc bi mat nay tit miéng mot nguoi
dan 6ng day!”

Thoi Lgi Van liéc c6: “Khong phai la do em héi anh sao, néu khong
tra 10i, dem nay anh dung hong ngu dugc.”

“Thanh Van c6 biét khong?”
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“Xi!” Thoi Loi Van hoi titc cwdi nhin c6: “Em doan xem co ta co biét
khong? Em qua ngay tho r6i, em c6 xuat than t6t, khong hé chiu chit kho
s@ nao, trong thi c6 vé khon khéo day, nhwng lai khong biét ngoai kia co
biét bao nhiéu chuyén do ban! Em khong rd nguwdi ban nay ctia em la hang
nguoi gi dau, anh khong ndéi vdi em chi vi s¢g em ghé tém thoi.”

Quach Giai nheo mat lai.

Pong ho cat dugc dao lai, tirng bi mat dugc tiét 1. Thoi Loi Van lai
néi thém: “Co ta qua that cho rang minh la khay com, ty cho la minh hay,
dam bdé Ly Van Sung... Dung la khong biét troi cao dat rong, anh noi cho
em biét, khong t6i mdy ngay nita co ta lai phai biét diéu ma tré lai th6i.”
Noi dén day, anh ta hir lanh: “An nho & dau thi phéi chiu dung, lam sao dé
leo dwgc 1én cao nhw thé, anh cha biét tong hét réi sao, con gid bo cai gi
chu!”

Quaéch Giai xa la nhin Thoi Lgi Van: “Hai ching ta dang noi dén cung
mot nguoi sao?”

“Sao lai khong? Em cho ring cb ta thanh cao 1dm a?” Anh mét Théi
Lgi Van nghiém tic han: “Anh ciing khéng muon néi cho em biét nhitng
chuyén c0 ta da lam.”

“Anh ndi di!” So v@i Thoi Lgi Van, giong noi cua Quach Giai vo cung
binh tinh: “Néi di, c6 ay da lam nhitng gi?”

Thoi Lgi Van nhin thoang qua Quach Giai, bi &nh mat khong tin twéng
va thai do cua 0 kich thich, du6i ngén tay ra: “Ngwdi phu nit nay sau khi
bg d& Ly Van Sung, con ra ngoai tim bao nhiéu nguwoi dan ong khac em co
biét khong?”

“Lam sao em biét dwoc ch!”
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” Con me no, dang la bi van ngwoi cudi!” Vé mat Thoi Loi Van khinh
bi, lai bong nhién nhw nhé dén diéu gi, thich thd cuwdi ra tiéng.

“Tuy bén duwéi cia Ly Van Sung khong t6t nhwng phan trén lai rat tot,
dau oc lai cang ghé gém hon, da sém doan trudc dwgc tat ca, chuan bi lam
mot viéc ghe gom.”

“Chudn bj gi?”

Thé6i Loi Van nhin c6: “That ra thi anh va Ly Van Sung von da sGm
biét nhau, cling da c6 giao thiép tw 1au, chi vi ngai mat mii ctia anh ta, nén
anh m@i khong néi cho em biét anh la bac si chu tri ctia anh ta thoi.”

“Vay thi sao?”
Pong ho cat da duwgc xoay chuyén, chuyén gi ma khong thé day.

“Phai may nam sau do6 anh ta m@i chan chinh & cung Thanh Van, khi
dé em c6 nhd anh da dwgc anh ta moi dén dé dung com véi hai ngudi ho
khong?”

Quach Giai hinh nhw c6 chit an twgng, da la chuyén rat nhiéu nam veé
trwde roi.

Thoi Loi Van noi tiép: “Khi d6 Ly Van Sung bao mudén Thanh Van
lam kiém tra, nhwng that ra 1a mudn anh 1én lit dat vong* cho co ta.”

(*vong tranh thai)
Quéch Giai dot nhién tron to mat.

Théi Lgi Van nhin nhidn vai, vé mat binh than, cho c6 thoi gian dé co
thé tiép nhan moi chuyén.
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Quach Giai that sy nhw lan dau tién hiéu ré6 duwgc ngwdi bén goi cta
minh, c6 cham rai noi: “Lén lut?...Ddt vong?...”

Théi Lgi Van hit mot tiéng: “Pung vay, khong phdi em néi Ly Van
Sung c6 nhiéu...” bon chit sau con chwa kip néi ra, mot canh tay tiv bén
canh trQ tdi, dot nhién nam chdt 1ay tay 1ai.

Hudéng di caa xe 1ap tic bi thay doi, toc do xe mdc du khéng nhanh
nhung cling khién trai tim Théi Lgi Van suyt roi ra ngoai.

“Em lam gi vay?” Anh ta quat lén, day Quach Giai ra. Cling may nita
dém nén dwong vang xe, Thoi Loi Van dé day mo hoi lanh, véi tdp xe vao
ven duong. Vi vira m@i xuong khai cau vuot, khong c6 cho dirng xe, Thoi
Loi Van can rang khong tuan theo ludt giao thong, queo vao mot con dudng
nho. Sau khi ngtrng xe, anh ta con cdm thay khong dua an toan, bén rit chia
khoa ra, sau d6 mé6i quay sang hét 1én véi Quach Giai: “Em c6 biét rat nguy
hiém khong?! Em noi dién gi vay?!”

Quach Giai khong quan tam, md& cwa xe di ra ngoai. Thoi Lgi Van
thadp giong mang mot cau, voi dudi theo.

“Dung lam loan!” Anh ta kéo ao Quach Giai lai: “Pay cting khong
phadi chuyén cua chiing ta, nghe r6i thi théi, sao em lai phdi titc gian, dang
sao?”

Quéach Giai hét tay anh ta ra. Hai ngudi ditng ngugc chiéu gio, toc
Quach Giai bi gi6 théi bay ti tung, mat day tia mau, hién nhién la da gian

dién lén roi.

“Anh lam gi ngudi ta?” Quach Giai ddy manh Thoéi Lgi Van ra, kéu to:
“Cac nguoi la suc sinh a?”

“Em mang ai hd, chuyén nay dau lién quan gi dén anh?!” Thoi Loi
Van kéo c6 vao lai trong xe: “Em néi nho tiéng thoi, sao ct nhw ba dién
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vay, dé ngudi ta thay con ra thé thong gi niva?!”

Phu ni* khi n6i dién con chd y gi dén hinh twgng v. Quach Giai ving
vang vdi Théi Loi Van & ngay ven duong: “Khong lién quan dén anh sao?
Chuyén anh lam ma khong lién quan dén anh u? Con me nd, chuyén nay c6
phai chuyén pham phap hay khong, c6 dy c6 thé kién anh khong? Sic sinh,
hai ngwdi 1a do stc sinh!”

“Thoi di!” Thoi Loi Van cling noi gian, khong thém quan tam gi nita,
hét tay ra, chi thang Quach Giai néi: “Anh stc sinh a? N6i cho em biét, néu
khong phai nho anh thi Ly Van Stuing da cat bé tr cung cta c6 ta roi!”

Quach Giai hoang hon, gi6 lanh thoi dén mirc khién ca ngudi c6 noi ca
da ga.

Thoi Lgi Van chdng hong, nhu dang phat dién nhin cham cham Quach
Giai: “Ly Van Sung von mudn cat bé tir cung ctia Thanh Van, la anh khong
danh long! Anh biét c6 ta la ban ctia em, la anh khuyén hét nwéc hét cai
mdi c6 thé lam dwgce nhw vay! Anh stic sinh? Quach Giai, em néi chuyén
cling phai co lvong tam mot chut cha!”

Quaéch Giai chi cam thdy dém nay qua quai di, c¥ nhu ¢6 song trén doi
ba mwoi may nam qua déu la vo dung.

Trén nguwoi khong con chit site lwe nao, Quach Giai ng6i xom xudng
ven duong. Théi Lgi Van vo téc, cling ngoi xudng canh cd. Pan ong
thwong nhanh chéng 1ay lai binh tinh hon, anh ta v0 v6 sau lung Quach
Gial.

“Pugc r6i, hai ching ta cai nhau céi gi chit, néi thang ra la khong lién
quan gi dén ching ta hét!”

Lic nay Quach Giai khong day anh ra nita, chi cti dau nhin mat dat,
cling khong dap lai anh ta.
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Thoi Lgi Van noi: “Cha yéu la em dirng néi oan cho anh, hon nita...
néi la 1én lat nhwng that ra ngwdi phu nit kia cling biét.”

Quaéch Giai tir tir quay dau lai, Thoi Lgi Van nhin c6 noéi: “Sau do co
ta c6 di tim anh mot lan, co thé minh thi minh tw biét ma, khong thé giau
duwgc.”

“Co dy biét r6i?”
‘(U’m »
“Co dy lam gi?”

“Khong lam gi ca.” Thoi Lgi Van dung mot chut: “Chi ¢ trong phong
anh hut hét mot diéu thuoce.”

Nhac dén day, anh ta lai cwdi lanh: “So v6i Ly Van Sung, co ta ciing
c6 gi ton that dau? Ly Van Sung c6 bénh, phu nit dang hoang nhiéu nhw
thé, anh ta khong thém, lai chon Thanh Van lam cho minh phai mat mat
kia, cam khong biét bao nhiéu cai sitng, o rang la gian cuc diém nhuwng van
phéi nhin. Khong phai chi la xinh dep mot chut thoi w, twr trong xwong tay
ma néi cling chi 1a mot thit dé nguwoi khac choi dua...”

No6i xong méGi phat hén Quach Giai nhin cham cham vao minh, Thoi
Lgi Van khong hé tron tranh nhin thang lai: “Anh néi sai gi a? Gdp phai
mdy chuyén nay, néu la mot nguwdi phu nit c6 chit khi phach, chac chan sé
phai lam loan ca lén, nhung c0 ta thi sao, chi hit thudc, dé chuyén lang lé
troi di. Pay la gi chit, chang phai la luyén tiéc sao, co6 ta muén gi Ly Van
Sung cho cai do, tham chi con cho co6 ta danh phan vGi bén ngoai.”

Thoi Lgi Van vo vo tay: “Con viéc dat vong, néu khong lam thi chinh
O ta cling phai ra ngoai ty lam. No6i mot cau kho nghe, lam cho ma con doi
nhan quyén a? Em ciling b6t quan tdm ngwdi phu nit khéng biét xdu ho nay
di. Sau nay cting bét lui t6i vdi co ta, cling khong phai la dang nguwoi dung
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dan gi, quen so thi cé thé, nhung dirng doi dai chan tinh, c6 ta thi c6 tinh
cam gi chu!”

Thé gidi rong 16n cé vo van phon hoa. Néu ban nhin r6 dugc tat ¢4, thi
song sé cang khon khéo.

“Veé thoi...” Quach Giai khé ndi.

“Khong di nita a?”

“Khong di.”

Thoi Loi Van tha dai: “Hanh ha ca dém ro6i.”

Trén duong trd vé, Thoi Loi Van con dan do Quéch Giai: “Em dirng ra
ngoai noéi lung tung, chuyén nay cling khong cé nhiéu nguwoi biét, miéng ma
khong kin, dén lic Ly Van Sung noi gian thi chiing ta sé phai chiu toi day.”
Poi mot lic, lai néi thém: “Ngudi nhe vay, bé ngoai cé vé rat chitng chac,
nhung trong long thi khong doan dugc...”

“Pu r6i.”

Thoi Loi Van liéc c6, Quach Giai ty vao xe, nhin ra ngoai qua 16p ctra
kinh.

Anh ta khong them noi niva.

Pén duong dan lwét qua. Quach Giai lang nhin, mot lic sau, nwéc mat
chdy dai trén mat.
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A NAM

Twentine

www.dtv-ebook.com
Chuong 58
Hai ngudi dap chung mét chiéc chan don.

Thanh Van nam trén ngwdi Chu Bong Nam, c6 that sy da “nam” trén
ngwoi anh. Chu Bong Nam bi Thanh Van dé 1én, nam sap & trén giwong,
hai nguoi nguc ké lung, bung ké eo, chan ké chan... Co nhv dinh sat vao
nguoi anh.

Chu B6ng Nam nham mat, nhwng lai khong ngu, anh bi dé ép nén hoi
thd cling hoi ndang né, mai lan tha ra, lwng anh ciing 1én xudng rat ro rang.

Con ngudi nam @ bén trén lai ¢ nhw dang nam trén thuyén du ngoan.

Noi da thit hai ngwoi tiép xtc rin ra mot 16p mo6 hoi méng, mét bén
mém mai, mot bén citng ran lai nhuw hoa vao nhau, khién cho déi bén khong
thé tach roi.

Canh givong la mot dong quan do da mdc dé, do gid, o jacket, quan
da, quan jean, 4o len, 40 so mi,... tat ca viit chong 1én nhau. Du la sach sé
hay do ban, cai nay chong lén cai kia, giong hét nhw cht nhan cta ching
quan lay nhau.

O trén cing cia déng quan 4o 1a mot cai 4o thun 16t gitt &m mau xanh
dam, von la Chu Béng Nam mdc, nhung lic nay ciling da dugc cdi ra.

DPé cdi dugce thit nay ding la mat khong it cong strc.

Chu Pong Nam séng chét cling khong chiu cai.
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“Em c6 phai phu nit khong vay ha?”

Thanh Van da céi sach tir 1au, nghe hai thi 16 nguoi ra, nguwc nhu hai
qua dao mém mai, mang mot duong cong dong long nguwdi. Chu Bong Nam
cti dau cham chad nhin c6, cling khong quén so 1én dé, khong chi c6 cam
gidc mém mai ma con min mang nhw nwdc.

Vé mat anh khéng hé thay doi, nhung phia duwéi da lang 1€ thang ding.

Thanh Van vudt ve tay anh, r6i chom day, ngoi doi dién véi anh, hai
chan lién kep chat 14y hong anh.

Hai ngudi déu vo cung hang say.

Mot nguwoi nam goc chiéc ao 16t, co sic kéo tudt xuéng duwdi, con
nguoi kia thi nam vai 4o, co sttc kéo 1én trén.

Chiéc 4o nay khéa co gian, khong tai nao kéo qua khéi dau dugc, c
bam dinh trén nguoi anh.

Thanh Van nhut chi budng tay, bo vai dwdi 16p 4o van con Iwu lai dau
tay cua co.

Chu Pong Nam quay sang om co.
Thanh Van day tay anh ra, quay dau hat thudc.

Hai ngwoi ngoi doi dién nhau, cach m6t man khoi thudce, anh nhin
cham chdam vao gwong mat c6, do van chwa cdi, bén dwdi van dang ditng
thang, nhung vi c6 khong chiu cho anh cham vao, nén anh cfing danh c6
nhin.

“Em biét r6i.” Thanh Van nha khéi, nhiu may noi.
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Chu B6ng Nam van nhin c6, ¢ nhw nhin méi ciing khong bao gio
thdy du.

Hai chan Thanh Van van kep 1dy anh: “Anh khong nghe r6 10i em néi
dang khong?”

Chu Bong Nam luc nay méi kip phan tng: “Gi co?”

“Ao ctia anh...” Ban tay khéng cAm diéu thuéc ctia Thanh Van dua
qua, anh lap titc git* chat goc 4o, c6 khong them dé y, cwdi nhao, vuot ve
16ng ngwc anh, n6i: “Ca phia sau lung kia nita.”

Chu Péng Nam cti dau, mot ltic 1au sau méGi “a” 1én mot tiéng.
“Céiral”

Anh van lac dau.

“Em da biét hét r6i, con mac lam cai gi!”

Mat anh liéc sang mdt bén, mdt lic 1au sau lai méi khé néi ra ba
chi....

“Kho coi lam.”
Moi Thanh Van khé nhéch 1én, anh mat ciing nhin sang noi khac.

biéu thuéc vira mégi hit dwge mot nita bi Thanh Van dap tat, co rut
chan lai, gap ra sau, bén dwéi nguoi ctia c6 dat ngay trén dau goéi anh.

Co0 hoi anh: “Tai sao anh do6t cau?”
Anh khong dap.
Thanh Van dua tay ra, bat ngd cam ldy can thwong kia, bap dui den

nhém hoi run rdy, lic nay anh khong thé khong c6 phéan &ng gi nita roi.
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Thanh Van lai hoéi: “Tai sao lai dot cau?”
Anh cau may: “Cam thay phién.”
“Sao lai phién ha?”

Chu Bong Nam liéc ¢6 mot céi, anh khong biét néi may cau kiéu nhu:
“Biét r6i con hoi”, &nh mat cta anh da thay anh Ién an co0 roi.

Long c6 chua x6t, nhung lai c6 chit dac y, nhu c6 con gié mat thoi
qua khe nui, khién c¢6 cam thay trai tim nay khong con la cia minh nita roi.

Chu B6ng Nam cti dau, vé mat van khong hé thay do6i, nhung suw chi
y van & noi goc ré cia minh dang bi c6 nam trong tay.

Du bi c6 nam ldy nhung ché d6 cta anh van cang cing, khong thé
giam bat, vo cung kho chiu.

Bong nhién, trong tdam mat cua anh xudt hién may lon téc mau den.
Thanh Van da cti ngudi xudng, ngam vao.

Chu Bong Nam lap titc citng ngudi, sw &m ap va hoang s¢ dot nhién
xuat hién khién anh suyt nita da bat thot 1én thanh tiéng.

Pau lwdi mém mai, am w6t nwdc bot ci liém qua lai.

Mot tay Thanh Van khé cham vao, can than vuot ve thit d6. Noi do
sam mau, nhiéu nép gap, s 1én v6 cung mém mai. Sau dd, co tir tw lwét
xuong dwéi, dau ngén tay cham vao hai thit nho nhé kia.

Quan Am khéo tay tao nén séng triu nhan gian., .

No lanh lanh, cham nhe vao c6 cam giac nhu dang cham phai mot 16p
mang tron nhan. Phan 16ng bén trén thwa thét va xoan tit, c6 ngri dwgc mui
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mo hoi va mot mui vi khé ki la.

Vé mat Chu Bong Nam ciling giong nhw th kia vay, nhan nhan nho
nho, khéng thé nhin ndi nita, tat cd nhw don lai. Tran anh rin day mo hoi,
mau da hoi sam di, hai chan run ray.

ROt cudc anh ciing phadi nam vat ra, khong thé dau lai c6. Anh nam
trén givong, hai chan giang rong, dé mac c6 lam gi thi lam. Thanh Van
dudi nguwoi, bat dau tap trung trén dau can thuwong. Noi d6 vo cung khac
biét, moéi lan citng ran déu hoi nhéch Ién, tao thanh mot d6 cong khién
nguoi ta rung dong.

Khé khan lam Chu Bong Nam m&i cdm thdy c6 mot ltic dwong nhw ¢
da roi di, nhung c6 lai dung chit tha doan, anh lai bi ¢c6 nam chat 1ay.

That néng bong, that nong nan.
Cudi cung anh gam lén =.

Anh thay hoi khong cam long, nhung ciing vé dung. Cam giac cyc han
kia da bi c6 giit chat trong tay... Ké tir budi chiéu troi trong nang am kia, tr
lic bat dau trén cau Phong Vii cii ki, tat ca tinh cam trong cudc doi nay cta
anh déu da bi c6 giit chat lay.

Anh da nhanh chéng phéng ra, nhung van khong thay cam long.

Bao nhiéu c6 gang hoc tap rén luyén, lai bi ldo su phu dung mot cay
gay tre danh vé nguyén hinh.

Quan 4o bi céi hét tir lic nao anh cling khong biét.

Thanh Van chom vé phia trudc, ké sat da thit v6i anh, trén ngudi co
van con dinh thit kia cia anh, sic mat Chu D6ng Nam do6 gay, cit nhw than
bi nhom lén.
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Tay bi c6 kéo 1dy, cam c6 twa Ién mu ban tay anh, Thanh Van nhin
Chu Dong Nam budng mii gidp dau hang, cudi xau xa, nhung vo cung diu
dang.

“Co thich khong?”
“Chuyén em vwra lam v6i anh, c6 thich khong?”

Chu Bong Nam cui dau thd gip, dé cho khoanh khac nhi mudn giét
nguoi kia tw qua di, sau do gio tay, kéo c6 1én, 6m lay.

“Thich...” Anh lu6n thanh that.
“Xoay lung lai di!”

Pa dén mic nay, anh c6 tron ciing khong dé lam gi nita. Chu Bong
Nam budng Thanh Van ra, tr@ minh, lat lung 1én.

Pa may thang troi qua, vét thwong da thanh seo, tir phia trén swon bén
phai 1én dén gan vai trd i c6 mot vét seo rat rd. Thit 16i ra, vét seo san s,
16p da cting khong déu mau, & gitta mau hong, bén ngoai la mau nau den,
tir tir hoa lan vao nhau.

Anh nam sdp trén giwvong, vé lwoi biéng sau khi dwgc thoa lan trong
vo cung thanh that.

Thanh Van mot lic 1au cling khong hé nhiic nhich, anh nghiéng mat
sang, noi: “Khé coi lam.”

Thanh Van nhin thang vao mat anh.

“Anh con muon dep nita a? Dot cau sao lai d6t cd nguwdi minh ludn thé
ha?”
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“Khong can than ditng gan qua.”
Co danh anh: “Vay 18 chay phai madt thi sao day?”

Chu DBong Nam go6i 1én canh tay minh, binh than néi: “Khong chay
phai mat dugc dau.”

Thanh Van so vién tai, cti ngwoi xuéng nam bén canh anh, hoi néng
cua ngwoi dan 6ng bao quanh co.

Thanh Van cédn céi cam ran réi cta anh, khé noi: “Anh sao phai ty lam
kh6 minh nhw vay?”

Chu Pong Nam noi: “Sao chir?”

Thanh Van khong noi gi, chi cwoi chua chat. Chu Bong Nam bi nu
cudi cua co kich thich, 1ap tic git chat 1dy c6, dé c6 xudng dwdi than minh.

Anh nam & bén trén, nhin xuéng ngwdi trong long minh.
Thanh Van van c cuoi.

Tiéng cuoi, tiéng goi, tiéng ndi chuyén,... may am thanh i vang vong
khap nha nhuw khong hé dirng lai.

Luu Giai Chi don di trong nhitng am thanh nhw xuyén thiu trai tim
nay. Khong, phai noi la c6 bo chay mdi dung.

Hom do, c6 nhin xuyén qua mat méo @ cita, yén lang chd dgi, cho dé
nhin xem vg ctia anh hang xém den nhém kia rét cuc c6 dang vé ra sao.
Hai nguwdi 6m nhau dwdi mwa to that 1au, Luwu Giai Chi dgi dén mic khong
nhin duvgc nita.

Khi bong dang nguwoi phu nit kia tw ti? budce 1én cau thang, gwong mat
tai nhot dan xuat hién trong tdm mat cta c6, co lai thay hoi han, hoi han vi
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minh da co dogi thém mot lic.
Song hai mwoi may nam, co chwa bao gid cam thay kinh hai nhw hom
do.

CoO chay vé phong, lat tung dong tai liéu. Tim kiém gi d6? Thyc ra c6
hoan toan khong can tim, c6 nham mat ciing c6é thé nhé duwge dang vé caa
co gai ay. Tong giam doc cua Cong ty dai 1y bao hiém Binh Thai Bac Kinh,
Thanh Van.

Van!

Cau hat Iic t6i nghe dugc lai vang lén.

“Trong gi6 c6 dam may mang mua dén...” Lwu Giai Chi quang dong
tai liéu 1én ban, tat ca déu da qua chinh xac roi, con cé gi nita ma phai kiém
tra.

Nhung, sao lai 6 thé chit?

T6i hom do6, gitta nhitng am thanh truyén ra tir nha hang xém, Luwu
Giai Chi van lu6n suy nghi vé van dé nay.

Luu Giai Chi nghi mai, ciing chi c6 thé cho ra mot két luan... co ta ltra
anh ay, mot ngwoi phu nit khon khéo trén thuwong tredng, sao c6 thé ranh
roi an com dam bac, anh dy ngdc nghéch nhu thé, co ta lai dé anh ay...

Thém mot tiéng kéu nita vang 1én! Khong hé kiéng né gi ai! Dong suy
nghi cua co bi gian doan, lic 1ay lai dwgc binh tinh, c6 lai khong biét phai
bat dau suy nghi tir dau nita.

Lwu Giai Chi trum chan kin dau, vui médt vao trong goi, bong nhé lai
hém nay con mua cho anh may tii thitc an 16n, trong long thay tirc dén suyt
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6i mau, buén buc kéu gao lén, dap manh xuéng giwong, dap mét thi lai
nhéch moi.

Po di thoa!

Co gai 16n lén tr Bac Kinh chang thém né mat ai, trong long tham
chi am 1én, gidi téa con titc bang mot cach khac. Lic rang sang, thay
mang du roi, cling da mét, c6 mdi bo khoi giwong, don sach hanh 1y.

Pang don thi c6 tiéng go ctra.
Lwu Giai Chi m@ cwa ra, ding trede cra la Chu Dong Nam.

Anh mdac phong phanh, hinh nhw méi nga day, dau téc cling roi bu.
Lwu Giai Chi lanh mat nhin anh, Chu BPong Nam khong c6 phan t¢ng gi,
anh gio do6 xach trong tay 1én: “Thitc an hom qua quén trd lai cho 6, con
nhiéu lam, an khéng hét, co gitt lai mét it di.”

“To6i khong can, anh an khéng hét khong phai con...” vira dinh n6i “an
khong hét khong phai con vg anh sao?”, nhung vira nghi dén viéc do minh
mua lai bi ngwoi khac an hg, co cau kinh, viron tay cam 1ay tdi nhya kia.

Anh khé ngap, vé hoi biéng nhac, dui mat, hit hit miii, mong nang sém
kia khién minh tinh tdo lai.

Lwu Giai Chi nhin anh.

Duwong nhw anh da thay doi chi trong mot dém, nhung lai c@ nhw chwa
bao gid thay doi ca.

Xa hoi nay that ding la ngwoi nang nguoi, nguoi do nguwdi, méi hom
qua van con la moét tén lam thué c6 nu cwdi trong rong, nhung chi can dwgc

ngu voi mot nguwoi phu nit nhw vay, lai 1ap tirc dugc nang 1én mot bac.

Thé nhung, sau khi ngdp xong, anh lai khoi phuc vé ngoai nhuv cii.
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Ngoc nghéch, ngu xuan, con rat keo kiét.
“Tim duwoc vg roi a?” Co dirng trudc cira hoi.
Chu Bong Nam khung lai roi 6 mot tiéng, sau dé lai i xac nhan.

Luu Giai Chi mudn ndéi lai théi, cdm thdy day khong phai noi t6t dé
noi chuyén, co ha giong, noi: “Anh... hom nay anh c6 di lam khong?”

“Khong di, hai hom nay tdi co viéc.”

Trong long Lwu Giai Chi lai n6i gian. Anh tim dwgc nguoi thi 1ap tirc
quén luén cong viéc cta anh la do ai tim cho, ding la bi mé hoac dén than
hoén dién ddo roi.

“Chut ntta toi sé di xin nghi.”
Luu Giai Chi biu moi, khé néi: “Khong cé tién do...”
Chu Bong Nam noi: “T6i vé day.”

“Khoan da!” Lwu Giai Chi v0i goi anh lai, r6t cudc van la c6é quan
tam: “Khi nao anh ranh ? Téi... t6i c6 viéc mudn gap anh.”

“Co chuyén gi vay?”

Lwu Giai Chi khong kim dwgc noi ludn: “Bay gio chwa noi duge! Khi
nao anh ranh?”

Chu Bong Nam suy nghi mot ldc: “May ngay nita.”
“La mdy ngay? Khong c6 thoi gian chinh xac a?”

Chu Bong Nam cham chap ma suy nghi.

https://thuviensach.vn



Luu Giai Chi tritng mat, tinh khi ctia anh bi hit sach r6i a ?! “Cho
dién thoai cua t6i!” Hung ho no6i xong, Liru Giai Chi tron mat r6i dong sam
ctra lai.

Co don di ngay hom do.

C6 cam thay minh khong & day ndi nita.

Thanh Van nam trén ngwoi Chu Déng Nam, nguc ké lung, bung ké eo,
chan ké chan... van y nhu thé.

Pa qua may ngay roi.

That phai cam on cho do6 an ma Luwu Giai dé lai, khién hai ngudi ho
khong dén mic chét doi.

Ngay cé lic ndu com Chu Bong Nam ciing tran truong.

Rém ctra rat it khi dwgc kéo ra, cd nha déu chim trong béng t6i mo

Y

mao.

Ca hai ngudi da nhin biét bao lau, nén ctt bao hét lan nay roi sé thoi,
nhung sau d6 van khong thé dirng dugce. Hai nguwoi khong ngirng 6m lay
nhau, vat kiét strc lwc, cai cdm giac khé co thé noi thanh 101, lai qua tuyét
voi, khién cho long ngwdi nhw c6 do giac vira xuat hién lai voi vut tat.

Cho nén ho cang khong thé tach ra, nhv mudén tran an nguwoi con lai,
mai mai khong bao gio la du.
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Trong tiém ca phé ¢ Vong Kinh.

Ca toa cao 6c van chwa hoan tat, ngoai tiém ca phé va hiéu sach nho
tai lau mot, nhitng khu khac déu chwa mé ctra. Tiém ca phé dwoc bai tri kha
yén tinh, nhitng ban g6 day, bon hoa cay c6i, mui ca phé dam dac, khung
canh vo cung xinh dep... Tiém ca phé md&i md, kho tranh khoi cam giac
con chua chuyén nghiép, chwa ké dén, phia trong tda cao 6¢ con vong dén
tiéng on ao cuda viéc stra chira.

Tiéng dap, khoan, duc... chang an nhap gi vdi tiéng nhac ém diu tiém
ca phée dang phat.

Nhung diéu nay ciing khong lam Lwu Giai Chi ban tam.

Co chang nhitng khong hé ban tam, ma con dang cang thang.

Chiéc ba 16 dwoc dat dang sau lung von dung may to gidy ma nguoi
doi dién dang cam trong tay, do la tat ca chitng cé va tai liéu ma co da tong
két dugce trong suot may thang qua.

Nguoi doi dién cé vé dang v6 cung tap trung xem xét.

Trong lic hong c6 gi dé lam, Luu Giai Chi khé tranh dugc ty cdm than
trong long, coi nhw O0ng troi cling c6 mat, thdy céng viéc ctia c6 qua mét
moi, cudi cung co hai dong nghiép von chi biét nhao bang lai viron tay gitp
d& co, trong d6 c6 mot ngwdi quen biét véi mot vi kiém sat vién cta Vién
kiém sat, nén da giup co lién hé.
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Vi kiém sat vién kia ban dau von khong dong y, nhung sau khi nghe
néi c6 lién quan dén cong ty bado hiém Binh Thai, khong biét vi sao rét
cudc lai chdap nhan gap.

” Pai ly cia cong ty bao hiém da khong tuan theo trinh tw quy dinh...”
Vi kiém sat vién cam trén tay tap chitng cé ma c6 da diéu tra duwoc, Luu
Giai Chi lap titc tiép 15i ludn : “Tdi con c6 nhan ching nita! Ong khong
nén chi kiém tra qua loa mot lan, ho ddm lam nhw thé chac chan bén trong
c6 diéu khuat tat.”

“Co khoan hay kich dong da.” Vi kiém sat vién tran an co: “DPé ngan
dam bi huy chi vi mét t6 kién, Binh Thai lai cé rat nhiéu van dé nghiém
trong, nhung khong phai chi nhin so qua la c6 thé nhan ra dwoc.”

Lwu Giai Chi hoi yén long: “Vay ong cam thdy, t6i dang may th nay
1én bao thi liéu c6 thé thanh cong khong?”

Vi kiém sat vién da hon bon muoi tudi, ho Han, cling khong chénh
léch tu6i tac 1a may so vd&i cha cua Luwu Giai Chi, deo kinh, girong mat thon
dai, du dang khong trong gio lam viéc van an mac nghiém chinh va deo ca
vat, cling do dac thu cong viéc ma twéng mao ong trong rat nghiém tac.

Ong dit tai lidu 1én ban, noéi: “Nhitng chitng c6 nay cta cd du dé ding
1én bao ro6i.”

Luu Giai Chi cling khong voi vui vé, cam thay doéi phvong con cé diéu
gi do chwa noi hét, c6 cho dgi. Qua nhién, vi kiém sat vién kia néi tiép:
“Chi 1a, néu nhw co6 that sy viét nhitng diéu nay, e la sé phai dinh liu dén
phap luat.” Tay 6ng gd mot cdi lén to gidy trén ban: “Trong day chi c6 may
cau la sy that khach quan, nhitng diéu con lai déu chi la suy doan ctia c6
th6i.”

Luwu Giai Chi du sao van la mot c6 gai tré, vira bi néi nhw thé thi
guong mat da dé birng, nhwng van c6 giai thich: “Chinh t6i ciing s¢ nguoi
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khac khong xem no ra gi! Noi that véi 6ng, cudi nam ngodi t6i da dang 1én
bao mdt lan, nhwng khong thanh cong. T6i da bo ra nhiéu thoi gian nhw thé
dé diéu tra, nén phai diéu tra dén cung cho r6 rang mdi duwoc.”

Vi kiém sét vién nhin c6 gai tré dang do mat, trén gwong mdt 6ng co
biéu hién dé gan hiém hoi: “C6 dung la mot phong vién tot!”

Luu Giai Chi dugc khen, nhéch miéng cwoi: “Khong dam.”

“Sao lai khong, néu la nguoi khac diéu tra duge nhitng th nay, nguoi
ma bon ho tim trirdc tién chinh la doi twong bi diéu tra chit khong phai Vién
kiém sat.”

Vi sao v, muon lam tién chi sao!

Lwu Giai Chi cau may: “To6i khong phai vi th do... Tai chi la...”, Co
nh@ dén hai bac bao vé gia vé huu, lai bat giac nhé dén ca tén da den ngoc

nghéch kia nita, khong nhin dugc ndi ra: “T6i chi kh6ng muon nguwdi khac
bi ltra.”

“T6i biét, néu khong c6 da khong tim dén t6i lam gi.”

Vi kiém sat vién uéng mét hép ca phé nho.

“Néu c6 c6 nhitng chitng cd c6 gia tri hon nita, vay thi ¢ lam di.”
Lwu Giai Chi nhin 6ng: “Chitng c@ “c6 gia tri hon” la sao a?”

“Co da tung tiép xtc v6i nguwdi ctia cong ty nay chwa?”

Ngay lap tic, trong dau Luu Giai Chi xuat hién mot ngudi. Toc den,
guwong mat trang, dang nguwoi gay go thang tap ditng dam duwéi con mua to.

» Hil"? ' »
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Lwu Giai Chi hoan hén, a 1én mot tiéng: ” Da c6,... cé tiép xtc vdi
mdy vién chitc nhd, nhung khong phat hién thém dugc gi.”

“Néu c6 duge chitng ¢ trie tiép mdi la tot nhat.”
Lwu Giai Chi yén lang.

No6i chuyén thém dwgc mot Idc, vi kiém sat vién muon roi di. Trudc
khi di, ong hoéi Lvu Giai Chi mot cau:

“Co6 xem tin titc méi nhat chwa?”
Luu Giai Chi sttng sét: ” Tin gi a?”

Vi kiém sat vién néi: “Pung la chwa xem r6i, ngudi tré tudi déu khong
thich xem tin thoi sw nhi?”

Luu Giai Chi khong 16 s tinh, chi c6 thé cuwdi guong.

Vi kiém sat vién lai néi: “Nhitng chinh sach gan day ctia nha nuwdc cod
cling khong chu y dén.”

Vé madt Lwu Giai Chi tré nén hoang mang, vi kiém sat vién cuwoi thong
cam, lai hoi cdm khai: “Chi c6 thé n6i la c6 qua nhiéu hanh vi bat nghia...
C0 muon thay do6i, nha nwéc cling muodn thay doi, dung la tram séng déu do
vé mot bién r6i con gi.”

Séng gi6 da noi 1én.

Luu Giai Chi yén lang mét ldc, vi kiém sat vién an i co: “Ding cang
thang, c6 c lam viéc c6 muon lam la dugc. Xa hoi nay can nguwdi chinh

nghia lén tiéng, diéu nay sé khién moi chuyén tré nén don gian hon.”

Khi 6ng sap di, Luu Giai Chi chot nhé dén diéu gi, lai héi: “Xin hoi,
t0i ndi la néu, néu c6 nhan vién cia ndi bd cong ty nay dwa s viéc 1én bao,
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thi c6 dwgc giam nhe t6i hon khong?”

“Y ¢6 1a ty thu?”

“...Vang.”

Vi kiém sat vién gat dau: “Po6 la dwong nhién roi, luat phap chinh la dé
cho nguoi ta tinh ngd, néu ty thu ma khong dwgc phan nhe an, c6 ai con

muon ty tha nita chi!”

Lwu Giai Chi cuoi theo, nhung trong 1ong c6 qua tam sy, nén du cuoi
cling thay rat mién cwdng.

Sau khi vi kiém sat vién kia roi di, Lwu Giai Chi ng6i lai m6t minh
that lau.

Co tu lira gat ban than rang minh dang suy nghi, nhung that ra dau o6c
lai trong rong.

Pay la di chitng sau khi da dung dau 6c dé suy nghi qua nhiéu thit mot
luc.

Ngo6i mai dén khi bung c6 réo 1én, Luwru Giai Chi méi c6 phan &ng, bén
lay dién thoai di dong ra.

Goi cho ai ch&?

May hom tredc c6 da noi véi Chu Bong Nam rang co sé tim anh. Co
van nhé chuyén nay, nhung liéu anh con nhé khong? Nguwoi dan 6ng khi da
sa vao on hwong kia liéu c6 biét c6 da don di r6i hay khong?

Luu Giai Chi guc xuéng ban, thay chang con chut sttc e nao. Tay co
da dat vao dong tén cia Chu DBong Nam, dirng mot lic lau, mai sau roi
cling nhan xudng.
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Chu Bong Nam nhanh chéng nhan dién thoai.
“Alo?”

Luu Giai Chi nhanh chéng ngoi thang lwng 1én, c6 kinh ngac phat hién
thi ra minh rat nhé giong néi hién lanh cua anh.

“Chu bong Nam?”

“Um.” Anh nging lai, sau d6 héi: “Co don di roi a?”
Luwu Giai Chi cwoi: “Sao ha, anh tim t6i a?”

“Um.”

“Tim t0i co chuyén gi?”

“C0 mua nhiéu thitc an qua, t6i lam xong dinh dwa qua cho c6 mot it,
nhung c6 khong cé ¢ dé niva.”

Trong long Luu Giai Chi tham vui vé, nhwén may, dinh dop chat anh
may cau, nhung trong dau lai hién 1én béng dang den dda kia. Nu cuwdi co
tré nén nhat dan, giong noi rat khé: “V¢ anh dang & canh anh a?”

“Khong, toi dang di lam.”

Lwu Giai Chi lap tc phan ¢ng: “Anh con biét di lam co a?”

“Biét.”

Luu Giai Chi cuoi hi hi.

Co tro chuyén vdi anh cau dwgce cau mat, dau oc thi trong rong, nhung

lai khong mudn cip dién thoai chit nao, vay ma bat chot cling da qua hai
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muoi phat. Chu Pong Nam ¢ dau bén kia buén byc noéi: “Néu khong co gi
thi toi cup may day.”

“Anh khong mudn néi chuyén véi téi dén vay a?”
“Khong phai.” Anh do dy n6i thém: “Tién dién thoai...”

Luu Giai Chi n6i gian, vo ban: “Tién dién thoai!? Chut tién dién thoai
nay c6 la gi, anh phai biét rang vg ctia anh...” Cau n6i cudi cung bi nghen
lai, c6 n6éi khéng nén 10i, rét cudce cling khong thé noi ra duoc.

Chu Bong Nam hoi: “Vg cua toi?”
“A khong, anh nghe 1am roi.”
» O’"’

Luu Giai Chi lai nhéch méi: “Sau nay anh dinh & lai Bac Kinh luon
a?”

“Khong.” Anh khong hé do dy néi: “T6i sé dan c6 dy vé Quy Chau.”,
sau d6 anh lai n6i thém: “... Bac Kinh lanh qua.”

Luu Giai Chi chang con muén noéi gi nita, thuan miéng bao ctip may
day, sau do dat dién thoai di dong xudng.

Noi Lwu Giai Chi lam viéc la & Vong Kinh, 1a m6t nha xuat ban bao
va tap chi 16n, cé hon hai tram céng nhan vién, xuat ban sau bay loai tap
chi sach bao. Trudgc day Luwu Giai Chi chi la mot phéng viéen thyc tap, thang
ba nam nay mdi tr@ thanh phong vien chinh thirc.

Nhwng nghiém chinh ma néi thi ¢6 van chwa duwgc coi l1a mét phong
vién thuc thu.
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Cha me c6 mdy hém treéc con vo cung bat man vai viéc c6 mwdn nha
bén ngoai dé &, chi vao tran ctia c6 ma mang, con song qua hanh phtc roi,
vay ma con ngang budng nhu vay nita!

Hai nguoi chang buén thwong lwong véi Lwu Giai Chi nita cau, da
sang chao hoi vi tong bién tap hién nay cia c6. Cudi cung, chti ngoai bién
thanh chu n6i, ma ky gia lai bién thanh bién tap, Lwu Giai Chi bi phan luon
vao mang van hoc tinh cam thiéu ni.

CO nam dai ra ban lam viéc, dung phai chu6t may tinh, man hinh von
da tat lai sang lén.

Hon ba muoi 1a thuw chwa doc.

Luwu Giai Chi mé ra, mot loat twa truyén nao la “Long t6i van nhw
xwa”, “Bay rap tinh nhan”, “Sy diu dang khon ta”,...

Trudc kia Luu Giai Chi van xem thwong nhitng thi nay, cam thay rat
v6 bo, vo cing nham chéan. Tuy nhién, lic nay nhin thiy chiing, cam giac
cua co lai co sy khac biét so vai tredce day.

Trong phong lam viéc yén tinh, c6 mui gidy dac trung ctia nhitng toa
soan tap chi, tiéng go chit déu déu vang lén.

Bén gbc ban c6 mét chau cady, mot choi cay xanh biéc nho nho méi
nhu.

Anh mit Luwu Giai Chi dirng lai trén man hinh, cd kéo xudng ting
trang tirng trang, con chudt nhich xuéng cang lic cang cham.

Trwdc mat rd rang toan la chit, nhung lai dan hoa thanh hinh anh
nguoi dan ong va nguwoi phu nit kia.

Dau ngat cau ciing bién thanh am thanh va tiéng réo goi trong mua.
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C nhw vao bat ¢t Itic nao... du c6 la may den ap t6i hay la dai dich
kéo dén, coi doi nay cling vinh vién chita chan tinh cam, trai hét s6ém sém
chiéu chiéu.

Mot dong nghiép di dén gan co6. B6 la Trwong Hach, nguwoi da gidi
thiéu vi kiém sat vién cho Luwu Giai Chi. Anh ta ba muoi hai tu6i, la bién
tap vién cua bén bdo thé thao. Mdc du la bién tdp thé thao nhung déang
nguoi anh ta lai khong hé cwong trang ma béo nuc nich. Tuy vay, anh ta lai
dac biét thich dn dién, moi ngay di lam déu phai boi keo chai toc, dau toc
lic nao ciling bong lvdng dwdi anh den.

Truwong Hach cam theo mot ly tra, quan tdm héi Luu Giai Chi: “Sao
r6i? Noi chuyén ra sao?”

“Thi noi chuyén thé thoi.” Luu Giai Chi dong hop thw, ké lai chuyén
co gap vi kiém sat vién thé nao.

“Vay con cho gi nita, néu da c6 chitng cé thi ct dang bao di!” Truwong
Hach ndi tiép: “Thir xem c6 thé cwdp di vi tri doc nhat vo nhi cua bén bao
tai chinh hay khéng, néu khong thi cling that phi cong c6 da bé ra nhiéu
thoi gian nhu vay.”

Luu Giai Chi ngoi trén ghé, khong dap lai 101 nao, Trweong Hach nhich
lai gan hon, n6i: “Cé dirng kéo dai thoi gian nita, du sao c6 cling khong
phai 1a phong vién tw do, con phai di lam nita ddy... May ké hay thi phi rat
nhiéu, lam vay ciing rat khé x& cho Cha bién.”

“Hiéu ma, hiéu ma!” Lwu Giai Chi gai dau.

Noi trang ra la, c6 1a mot thanh nién cé cong viéc ctia minh, lai c6 thé
xin nghi nhiéu nhw vay, toan bo déu dwa vao viéc me c6 va Cha bién von la
ban t6t nhiéu nam qua.

“Anh Truong...!”
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“H4&?” Truwong Héach vira udng tra vira liéc nhin co.

Lwu Giai Chi vé mdt ngay tho:

“Anh néi xem, ngudi tot thi c6 phai nén cé két cudc tét hay khong?”
“Pung vay.”

Lwu Giai Chi chéng cam nghi ngoi.

Trwong Hach tréu gheo: “Sao vay? Poc qua nhiéu truyén tinh cAm nén
thanh da sau da cdm lu6n r6i a?”

Lwu Giai Chi cuoi cuoi: “Nao c6 chuyén do!” Poc truyen thi co ich
lgi gi chit, xem mot ngan chwong truyén ciing khong bang gap mot ngwoi
that.

Trwong Héach s& so cai dau khoai tdy cia minh, n6i: “DPang ti€c, ¢ thoi
dai nay ay ma, nguwoi tot lai qua it!”

Luu Giai Chi dot nhién ding day.

“Me oi...! “Trwong Hach giat minh, suyt lam d6 tra trong tay, “Voi
v0i vang vang lam cai gi thé, dirng c6 ma doa nguwdi khac chi!”

“Em quyét dinh r6i!” Lwu Giai Chi dot nhién néi mot cau, cd phong
lam viéc déu nhin sang. C6 xoay ngwoi cam tdi xach ra ngoai lan nita, bd
lai Trvong Hach va ca dam nguoi trong van phong nhin bong lvng co6 ma
ngay nguoi chang hiéu gi.

Lwu Giai Chi chay cang lic cang nhanh, duéi chan nhw c6 gio6 day.

Ct au tri thém lan nay nita thoi.
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CoO tw nht vGi minh, sé khuyén c6 dy quay dau, coi nhu bao dap lai
viéc anh da vi c6 ma an com tu su6ét may ngay.

Ai bao anh lai di yeéu mot ngwoi phu nit nhw vay cha!

Luu Giai Chi ditng ngay dau phé lanh 180, bAm mdt day so trén dién
thoai.

Dién thoai dwgc két noi, dau day bén kia la mot giong noéi tir ton vang
len.

Lan dau tién c6 nghe thay giong noi cta c6 ay, hoi lanh lung, hoi lvoi
biéng, lai c6 vé kiéu cang.

C& nhw c6 ay vira méi thirc gidc, dang tran truéng nam trén chiéc
giwvong thap hinh chi¥ nhat, nhin 4nh hoang hon dang chiéu xuyén qua tam
rém ctta so, ngtti 1ay hwong thom tinh khiét ma nguwoi dan 6ng vira roi khoi
khong lau lvu lai trén givong.

Luu Giai Chi hit sau, ¢6 stc duy tri giong noi that binh tinh.

“Co la Thanh Van a, toi la Lwu Giai Chi, t6i mu6n gap c6 mot lan!”
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C nam phut Luwu Giai Chi lai nhin ra bén ngoai mot 1an, c6 cam thdy
lic minh hen gap vi kiém sat vién kia cling khong cang thang dén mic nay.

Trong long c6 thay tirc gian, ro rang la hen ding mwoi mot gio, vay
ma nguwoi phu nit kia lai ddm dén tré!

Nguoi xung quanh qua lai rat nhiéu, Lwu Giai Chi quén mat rang noi
ma hai ngwoi hen gap 1a & khu Pai Sach Lan*, mot dia diém du lich. Tiéng
on ao choi tai, nhiéu kiéu ngwoi dan xen, Luu Giai Chi vira phdi doi nguoi
lai vira phdi chd y khong cén trd may vi du khach dang muén chup anh
triedc tam bién “Pai Sach Lan” that 16n kia.

(*Pai Sach Lan la con phé bu6n ban lau doi nhat & Bac Kinh)
Mot lic sau, cudi cung co cling thdy Thanh Van.

Trong dam dong, c6 ay rat noi bat v4i dang vé cao gay, quan ao toi
mau, mat may hoi tai nhot.

Tim Luwu Giai Chi thit chat lai.

Pay la nguwdi phu ni* ma Chu Bong Nam yéu. Lic dau c6 héi anh vi
sao lai thich nguwoi phu n nay, Chu Bbong Nam da dwa ra mot cau tra 1oi
khién c6 rat dau rudt, do la xinh dep.

Co6 con chua kip nghi gi thém, Thanh Van da chay dén ngay trudc mat
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“Dé c0 phai dogi lau roi!” Co ay ndi.

Voéc dang c6 ay rat cao, du hom nay Lwu Giai Chi ddc biét mang doi
giay cao g6t nhung van thap hon ¢6 ay nhiéu.

Luu Giai Chi ¢6 duy tri vé mat binh than, tham nghi phai t6 r6 khi thé
ctia minh, néu nhw dang ban chuyén hgp dong, c6 da co thé gianh thé chu
dong roi.

“Cling khong lau lam.” Nhung giong noi ctia ¢d to ra vé khong hai

long.

Thanh Van lai hoan toan khong dé tam, sy chu y ctia ¢6 dang dat & noi
khac. Nguwoi nguoi dang qua lai trén duong, tirng ctra hang dac sac, Luu
Giai Chi khong biét c6 dang nhin gi nén van tudn theo nguyén tac dich
khong dong ta cling khong dong, khong ndi gi, cham rai cho dgi.

“Luc toi vira dén Bac Kinh, & day c6 mot quan do nwéng.” Thanh Van
bong than nhién néi. Co6 duoi tay, chi vé mot huwéng.

Luu Giai Chi khéng ro vi sao ¢0 lai nhac dén chuyén khéng lién quan
nay, cling khong ban tam lam ma dap lai: “Vay a, thé gio khong con nita
sao?”

Vé mat Thanh Van m& mit: “Nghi roi, da khong con ban ttr 1au r6i.”

CO nhu chim vao mot hoéi rc nao do, nguwdi ngoai khong thé nao xen
vao dugce. Lwu Giai Chi chi c6 thé ditng bén canh, khong thé noi gi.

Nguoi phu nit nay rét cudc ¢ biét hém nay hai nguwdi hen gap nhau dé
lam gi khong vay?

Ciling may Thanh Van khong b6 méac c6 qua lau, mot Iic sau, co dy da
quay dau lai, danh gia Lwu Giai Chi.
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Luu Giai Chi 1ap tc thdy cang thang, vé ngoai tuy binh tinh nhung
trong long thi nhw lam dai dich.

“CoO an com chwa?”

Thanh Van thay c6 khong phén tng, lai hoi lan nita: “Cé an com chwa
Vay?”

“... Chua.”

“To6i cling chwa.” Co6 chadm chap lac lac khép co: “Vira thic giac
khong bao lau. Bi thoi, ching ta tim mot nha hang, vita an vwa noi
chuyén.”

Luu Giai Chi ¢c6 gang tran dinh, thuan y néi: “Dwoc thoi.”
“Co6 muon an gi?”

“Gl cling dugc.”

“Vay dé t6i chon nhé!”

Luwu Giai Chi theo sat c6, bang qua con ph6é nhon nhip. Cubi cung,
Thanh Van chon dwgc mot cira tiém ban mén 13 sach*. Vira budc vao, mot
hwong thom hoa quyén gitta gitta mui dau virng va gia vi cay pha vao mat.

(*1a sach: bao tr cia cac loai nhai lai nhw bo, dé)

Lic nay dang la gid com, trong tiém khong con cho ngoi trong, mudn
an thi phéi xép hang lay s6.

“Co dogi di, t6i ra ngoai mot lac.” Thanh Van néi r6i mot minh di ra
ngoai, dé lai Luu Giai Chi va m6t phu ni* trung nién dat theo con nhé dang
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ngoi trén ghé tron vdi sac mat vo cung khé coi.
Pung la khong tai nao hiéu noi!

Sau khi Thanh Van di thi c6 1ap ttc thdy hoi han, 1é ra c6 khéng nén
tot bung nhw vay, c6 nén phan ng lai lu6n mai dang.

Luu Giai Chi quay dau nhin, thdy Thanh Van dang ding trudc cira
tiém hut thuoc.

Dwong nhu Thanh Van chi maéi tinh day chwa dwgc bao 1au, tur trong
giac mo, tt trong ki rc, khién c6 cam thdy vira thong sudt vira méi mét
khon ta, chi c6 thé dung mét diéu thuoc dé nhanh chéng nang cao tinh than
cua minh.

“S0o hai muoi sau!”
Luu Giai Chi birng tinh: “Cé!”

Luu Giai Chi vira dwa s6 cho nhan vién phuc vu, vira goi véi vé phia
ctra: “DPén lwgt ching ta roi!”

Thanh Van quay dau lai, dap tat diéu thudc dang hat dé.

Tiém nay ban 14 sach twoi, an vao gitip ngon miéng, boi bo ngii tang,
chéng chitng biéng an. Thit nay dugc lay thang tr trong bung bo, phai dem
lam sach trong sau gio, ndu k¥, r6i mdi don 1én an duogc.

Sau khi ng6i xuéng, hai ngudi goi thitc an, chg 1y moén, mang thivc an
1én. Trong su6t khodng thoi gian ay, vé mat Thanh Van khong hé thay doi,
cling khong noi diéu gi, dwong nhw chi toan tdm toan y chd an.

Du sao sém muon gi cling sé néi dén, Lwu Giai Chi ciing khong thay
sot rudt.
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Moén an da mang lén, bép duwgc bat, 14 sach dang & trong noi.

Luu Giai Chi nhin ngwdoi phu nit doi dién cam diia gap btra, nhiing da
thit vao trong noi, sau dé gap ra an, that sy khong nhin dwgc nita: “Co6 an
kiéu do sai roi.”

Thanh Van dirng lai, doi anh mat khéi bat, nhin co.

Lwu Giai Chi bi nhin thi long hoi hodng. Vé mdt Thanh Van lai mang
vé that sy khé hiéu, cho co giai dap.

Mit Luu Giai Chi hoi néng 1én, ho nhe: “An 14 sach thi phai nhiing
déu, khong thé hap tap.” C6 vira ndi vira lam mau, dung diia gap mot
miéng, tha vao no6i nhung qua: “Phai dé y hinh dang cta 14 sach, khi n6 né
ra hét méi duwgce. Co6 c nhing loan xa nhw vay, 1a sach chin khong deéu,
khong di mém, an sé khong ngon.”

Co6 lam mau, sau d6 cham la sach vao twong, an lién tu ti nira chén.

Thanh Van chot hiéu ra, bat chwdc kiéu an cda co, an xong lai cuoi
néi: “Pung la khac han that!”

Lwu Giai Chi hoi ty dac.

C6 duwong nhw da quén mat chinh minh titng rda mang Thanh Van la
do di thoa.

“Ngudi Bac Kinh rét thich an 1a sach.” Miéng Luwu Giai Chi van ban
nhai 14 sach chép chép, day khong ho la tiém noi tiéng ¢ Tién Mon*, lai la
tiem lau doi, twong dam da, 1a sach twoi ngon, cang an cang me.

(*Tién Mon: ciling la m6t khu phé budn ban kha 1au doi ¢ Bac Kinh,
gan Pai Sach Lan)

https://thuviensach.vn



Piia cta Thanh Van dado vai lwgt trong bat, hoi: “Co 1a nguwdi Bac
Kinh a?”

“Toi sinh ra ¢ day, khu Nguyen Trang.”

Thanh Van chi cuwoi cwoi, Lwu Giai Chi hoi ngugc lai Thanh Van: “Co
khong phéi ngudi Bac Kinh ?”

Thanh Van lac dau: “Khong, nha t6i & Cat Lam.” Co lai an thém mot
miéng, ngudc mat héi: “Co khong diéu tra ra dugc sao?”

Luwu Giai Chi run 1én, miéng la sach 13p tttc roi lai vao noi, lang lang
gap lén lan nita.

Khong diéu tra ra dwgce w? Tat nhién la ¢6 tra ra dugc, nhung c6 cling
chi biét qué ctia Thanh Van & Bach Thanh ma thoi.

“Co0 cang thang nhw vay lam gi?” Thanh Van lanh nhat néi.
Luu Giai Chi dé diia xuéng, cwdi néi: “Toi cang thang khi nao chi?”

Thanh Van liéc c6, cidi dau dn not miéng 14 sach trong bét, sau do cling
ngoi thang ngudi lén.

Khong khi 1ap titc tré nén cang thang.

Thay do6i qua nhanh chéng, Lwu Giai Chi hoi hoi han vi da an qua
nhiéu, bay gio bung cdm thdy khong thoai mai cho lam.

“An no roi chit?”

No lam r6i. Lwu Giai Chi gat dau, Thanh Van héi : “Tim gap t6i lam
gi?”

Lwu Giai Chi bong nhién yén ldang, c6 nén noi bat dau tir dau bay gio?
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Chang 1é la tr lic ¢6 va hai cu gia kia doi s6 bao hiém khong thanh?
Hay la khi c6 bat tay vao diéu tra cong ty ctia co ay? Hay la... Iic co bi tén
hang xém da den kia ltra mat mwdi lam dong...

Thanh Van ciling khong vo6i, dang vé diém tinh sau khi da an no, dan
dat huwéng di cau chuyén: “Hom qua c6 goi dién cho t6i, bdo rang c6 da
diéu tra dwgc chuyén cua t6i, bay gio mudn tim gdp toi, vay c6 mudn gi?”

Luu Giai Chi hoan hon tré lai, suyt nita co6 cting da chim dam vao
trong ky tc roi: “Co cam thdy to6i mudn gi?”

Thanh Van cudi cudi: “T6i con khong biét cd dang néi dén chuyén gi
nira kia.”

Lwu Giai Chi hit sau: “Manh khée ma cac c¢6 da lam, co6 cho la c6 thé
gidu diém dugc bao lau chir?”

“Manh khoe?” Thanh Van nhwén may, van ung dung nhu cii: “Méanh
khoe gi cha?”

Luu Giai Chi c6 gang chiu dung: “Co dirng gia bo nita!”
Thanh Van chép mat lién may cai: “Gi cg?”

Lwu Giai Chi ha giong: “Cac ngudi treo dau dé ban thit cho, twdng la
khong ai biét chac?”

Vé mat cia Thanh Van ro rang la da hiéu hét, nhung miéng van cw
ngay tho: “Treo dé gi, ban cho gi chi?”

Luu Giai Chi qua that la t'c mudn 16n rudt, song luwng cling nong lén.

“Cac nguwoi l1én lut doi phiéu bao hiém , tham 6 tién bao hiém, twdng
c6 thé che giau ca doi a?”
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Pén nuwdc nay c6 noi toet ra ludn.

Thanh Van rii mat, nhin n6i lau dang an dé, 14 sach van con & bén
trong. Lwu Giai Chi cdm thdy minh con cang thang hon c6 gap ca van lan.

Mot lic 1au sau, Thanh Van ngang dau 1én: “Thit c6 mang dén dau?”
Lwu Giai Chi sitng so: “Gi? Mang gi ca?”
“Camera, may ghi am, co mang theo khong?”

Luu Giai Chi do ngwdi ra mot lic 1au, dén lic c6 birng tinh hiéu ra
dwgc, suyt nita thi 1at luén ban. C6 ditng bat day, Thanh Van van ngoi tai
cho lanh nhat nhin c6.

Khi Lwu Giai Chi dién tiét chuan bi chtti am 1én thi Thanh Van da dua
ra két luan:

“Co khong mang theo.”

Luu Giai Chi nghiéng dau: “O, c6 biét r6i co day?”

Thanh Van méc mot hop thudc 14 ra. Day 1a mot hop thudc 14 méi, co
kéo miéng bong kinh bao, m& vé hop ra: “Noi di, can tién a?”

Luwu Giai Chi cuwoi lanh: “Can tién thi c6 sé cho a?”

Ngon tay thon dai ctia c6 mé& hop thudce 1a ra, cham radi néi: “Ding
khong biét tot xdu nhw vay!”

Khong biét nén khong sg, khong cau mong gi nén cling khéng sg. Luu
Giai Chi nhin dang vé nay cda Thanh Van, bong nhién chang con sg¢ gi nita
cd, cling khong con thdy cang thang nita. Co khoanh tay nhin Thanh Van tw
trén cao, noi: “Sao anh ay lai thich c6, c6 xitng véi anh dy sao?”
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Ngon tay Thanh Van chgt khung lai, ciing do.
“Chu Béng Nam la nguoi tot, cé dirng hai anh ay.”

Anh mét Thanh Van 1ap titc thay d6i. Lwu Giai Chi ndm chit tay.
Thanh Van nhin co6 t* dau dén chan, anh mat han hoc.

Sy giao chién lic nay mdi that sy bat dau.
“Co lap lai lan nita xem?”

Von van luon cang thang, Idc nay sau khi da tha long, Lwu Giai Chi
md&i cam nhan dugc cam giac bi tran ap.

Luu Giai Chi run 1én, ty nha véi l1ong minh hang tram ngan lan, toi
khong sg co!

“T6i nébi, cd6 khong xitng vGi anh ay!”

“Co la ai, lam sao biét Chu Péng Nam?” Thanh Van lién tuc dat cau
héi, vé mdt khong con né nang gi.

“C0 mac ké chuyén vi sao toi quen anh ay di!” Lwu Giai Chi héch mat:
“Anh ay la nguai tot, co thi khong!”

Anh mét cia Thanh Van nhv tia X quang, soi chiéu lén nguoi Luu
Giai Chi sudt tir dau dén chan.

Thanh Van lai nhin ki Lwu Giai Chi thém lan nita, anh mat khéng
bu6n che day chit nao.

T xwa dén nay, th that sw lam day 1én ngon l¥a trong long phu ni
mai mai déu la vi dan ong.

MGt lic sau, Thanh Van tit tv khoanh tay, ng6i thang day.
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“Co dén tim t6i, la dé noi chuyén cta anh 4y sao?”

Luu Giai Chi 1ap titc hiéu ra, tran chgt w6t dam mo hoéi, hinh nhw da
noi léch de tai mat roi.

Nhung thyc ra cing khong léch qua xa.
“Pung... Nhung cting khong hoan toan la vay.”
Thanh Van chd doi, Lwu Giai Chi n6i tiép: “Anh dy la ban cta t6i.”

Chang biét vi sao, trtéc mat Thanh Van, Luwu Giai Chi néi chuyén co
lién quan dén Chu Bong Nam déu nhw dang c6 gidi thich diéu gi, c6 mudn
tranh cai cdm gidc nhuw thé, chi con cach khéng nhin vao déi mat cia Thanh
Van.

“Anh ay da giup toi mot lan, cting da gap phién phitc vi t6i, toi cam
thdy anh dy la nguwoi thanh that, c6 khong cam thdy thé sao?”

Thanh Van khong té vé gi, chi lang lang nghe, dwong nhu dang ngan
nguoi.

Lwu Giai Chi bong hoi: “Co yéu anh dy ch?”

Thanh Van cudi cung ciing ct dong, anh mat c6 tw tir nhin thang vao
mat Lwu Giai Chi.

Luu Giai Chi ha giong: “T6i cho c6 biét, thit toi diéu tra dwgc cé 1é chi
la mot goc nho cua ndi bang, mot hat gao so v6i mat trang, nhung cong ty
cac nguoi da bi theo ddi, c6 nhanh quay dau di ty tha di, c6 thé con co hdi.”

Thanh Van khong 1én tiéng, Lwu Giai Chi nghién rang: “Co dirng 6m
tdm ly cho may man nita, ta khong thé thang chinh! Thiéu ng thi phai tra
tién, c6 dung nhu ké ngbc ganh tai tiéeng ho ké khac, tw tha thi con cé
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dwong song.” Lwu Giai Chi nhin Thanh Van dang yén lang, cang c6 kich
dong co: “To6i khong phdi dang vi c6, toi vi anh ay!”

“Anh ay noi vai t6i, anh ay dén Bac Kinh la dé tim vg, anh noi vg anh
cdi nhau v@i anh, khong chiu nghe 16i anh. Anh chiu bao dau khé lam nhiéu
viéc, ngoai co ra khong hé nghi dén chuyén gi khac. C6 c6 biét khi anh dy
di trén dwong, chi can nghe thdy mot cau hat c6 chit “may” thoi cling da
khoc r6i khong?” Mat Lwu Giai Chi cay xé: “Anh dy n6éi muén dwa co trd
vé Quy Chau... Anh ay vira tim dugc c6...”

Luu Giai Chi khong nhin dwgc dui mat, khi c6 mé mat ra, co6 nhin thay
guwong mat Thanh Van da trd nén tai nhgt.

Mubn néi gi dé, nhung lai khong noi nén 10i.

Nuwdc lau da can, nhan vién phuc vu lai dén cham thém, r6i di.

Thanh Van l1am bam tw néi: “Vura tim dugc...”

Giong ndi cda c6 binh than, c¥ nhw c6 van luén cho dgi giday phut nay.

Thanh Van cii dau, lai rat ra mot diéu thudc, nhin trai thanh gai lich
qua lai vd cung nao nhiét bén ngoai.

Twa nhw lanh ling, twa nhw xa cach, lai nhu tran day tinh cam, vay ma
khong c6 cho dé giri gam tam tur.

Luu Giai Chi dot nhién cam thay, Chu Pong Nam yéu Thanh Van, c6
1& khong chi vi sy xinh dep cta c6 ay khong thoi.

Nhung néu la nhw vay, thi lai cang thé lwvong hon.
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Khong biét tr6i qua bao lau, bong dién thoai cia Thanh Van vang lén.
La Chu Bong Nam goi dén.
“T6i nay em an gi?”
Thanh Van ho hitng a mot tiéng: “Anh mua gi cling duwgc.”
“Um.”
Yén lang mot Iic, anh lai héi: “Em di lam a? Chirng nao thi vé?”
Thanh Van néi: “Sap roi!”

Cup dién thoai, Thanh Van goi nhan vién phuc vu dén, quet thé thanh
toan. Lwu Giai Chi bitng tinh: “Oi, ¢6...” C6 khong phai 1a dang ra ngoai di
choi vdi ban, c6 khong can phai tra tién dau...

“Chung ta chia doi di, hét bao nhiéu tién, t6i sé trd cho c6.”

Thanh Van liéc nhin, d6i mat den trang ro rang, Luu Giai Chi lai cam
thdy hanh dong kia ctia minh ding la qua tinh toan roi.

Sau khi thanh toan xong, Thanh Van ding day bo di. Lvu Giai Chi &
dang sau goi vdi lai: “Vay co cé dong y hay khong?”

Thanh Van quay dau lai. Bat ké cé ai & xung quanh hay khong, Luu
Giai Chi cting khong nghi dén chuyén sé noi ro ra hai chit “ty thi” véi mot
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ngwoi phu nit ¢ noi cong cong thé nay.
“Co0 gai nho, cam on co!”

Luu Giai Chi khyng lai, Thanh Van da di roi. Luu Giai Chi lao ra khéi
tiem, goi voi theo bong Thanh Van: “Ba ngay! Toi cho co ba ngay, ba ngay
sau toi sé di giao ching cu!”

Vitra queo sang mot con pho, Thanh Van lai chgt ding buéc. Giira
dong ngwdi qua lai tap nap, chi c6 minh c6 ditng yén.

Khong xing...

Hoi nong cia mon 1a sach mau chong bay di, chi mot lic sau, ca nguoi
co da lanh toat.

Co6 mac hoi it 4o.

Bong mot am thanh vang 1én, tiéng dién thoai di dong kéo ¢ vé voi
thuee té.

“Em muon an ca rot hay cu cai trang?”
« »

“Ha? An ca rot hay cu cai tréng?”

“Cu céi trang.”

“Pugc... Em sap vé dén noi chwa?”

Thanh Van bung tinh: “Em...” C6 md& miéng, lap tic nodi luon: “Dgi
lat nita di, anh xong viéc thi vé nha chg em.”

Pén bai lay xe, Thanh Van lai thang vé céng ty minh.

https://thuviensach.vn



Cho dau xe trong cong ty da day, Thanh Van dirng xe & sat cira khach
san, c6 khong mang theo bao tay, danh dut hai tay trong tui, cdi dau di vao
trong.

Khi ¢6 rdo budc di vao trong toa nha, c6 bong cam thay hoi khac
thwong. C6 ngang dau, nhin mot chut méi phat hién khéng hé c6 diéu gi ki
la cd, chi la do cdm giac cta c6 da thay dai thoi.

Toa nha bon tang son den mai xanh, bdi vi thoi tiét cling khéng con
qua lanh nén ctta ra vao & tang mot dang md ra cho thoang gié. Nhin ttr xa,
bén trong t6i nhw muc, khong nhin r6 vat gi.

Rat quen thudc, day ding la cam gidc vao nam xwa khi lan dau tién co
dén noi nay.

“Thanh téng!”

Co6 nguoi goi Thanh Van, c6 quay dau, nhin thdy mot c6 gai con tré
tudi di dén gan, la m6t nhan vién trong cong ty, Thanh Van ciing khong nhg
1o tén cda co ay.

“Thanh tong, lau lam r6i khong gap chi!” C6 nit nhan vién d6 chao
héi.

Thanh Van gt dau, nhin c6 ay dang 6m mot dong giay to, héi: “DPay
la gi vay?”

“Al La gidy in, trong phong 1am viéc hét gidy in roi a.”
“Sao ¢0 lai phdi ty di mua nhw vay, hau can dau?”

Co nit nhan vién xoa mat: “Hau can ciing da goi r6i, nhung van chwa
thay dwa dén, ma ngay bén canh c6 tiém van phong pham nén em truc tiép
di mua ludn.”
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Thanh Van nhin dén tay con lai cia c6: “Thudan tién mua ca ca phé a?”

Co6 nit nhan vién ldc nay méi kip phan @ng, voi gidu ly ca phé ra sau.
Thanh Van hat hat dau vé phia cong ty, “Pi mau di!” C6 nit nhan vién voi
giam giay cao got chay di.

Thanh Van di thang vao phong lam viéc ctia Quach Giai, lic vao thay
Quéch Giai dang néi chuyén dién thoai, c6 dy no6i nhu ban lién thanh.
Thanh Van tré tay khé dong ctra lai, Quach Giai van khong hé nhan ra.

“... Cho nén t6i mdi néi v6i anh, moi chuyén von khong phai nhu vay,
day ding la mot 101 n6i v6 can ci. Aizz, néu anh khong...” Quach Giai vira
néi vira xoay nguwoi roi khoi ctra s6, nhin thay Thanh Van thi chép mat mét
cai, khung lai tai cho

Thanh Van cuoi cuwoi véi c6, Quach Giai lap titc nghiéng dau di, nhin
ra ngoai ctta s6. N6i thém may cau thi ctip may.

Ca can phong trd nén im phang phac.

Phong lam viéc cta Quach Giai kha 16n xon. Trén ban c6 vo s0 van
kién khong r6 la gi... cling cé thé la gidy vun, trong géc la hop thitc an
nhanh con chwa kip don di, may con thd bong trén ghé so6 pha cling bam
day bui.

Sau khi Quach Giai dé dién thoai di dong xudng thi van ditng yén bén
ctra s6, khong buon nhic nhich.

Thanh Van di dén, goi c6 ay mat tiéng.
“Quach Giai!”

Quach Giai 13p tic xoay nguwoi, tat co mot cai.
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Tiéng vang lanh lanh, khéng qua manh, nhwng da tat tring mot bén
mat Thanh Van.

Quaéch Giai thadp hon c6 nita cai dau nén ngtra 1én, nhin c6 cham chu.

Thanh Van quay mat lai, coi nhv khéng cé viéc gi xdy ra, noi tiép:
“Sao khong goi Bao Khiét vao don dep mét chat di?”

Quaéch Giai thé hon hén, khéng thé tin noi hoi: “Co nhin a?”
Thanh Van nhin c6 dy, khong dap.

“C0 nhin u?” Quach Giai nhwén may: “Toi tat c6 mot cai, vay ma co
lai nhin sao?”

Van yén lang.

Mat Quach Giai dé 1én, can chdt rang, dva ngén tay chi thang vao
Thanh Van. Bai vi qua kich dong nén ngon tay ctia co dy ciing khé run.

“Co phai céi gi co cling nhin dwgc hét ding khong? Ha? Thanh
Van?!” Bo6i mat Quach Giai nheo lai: “Cé phai cai gi co cling c6 thé chiu
dung duwgc khéng?” Quach Giai hdi don xong nghiéng mat qua mot bén,
dot nhién cit cao giong: “Cé phai cai gi cling khong chiu n6i cho t6i biét
khong ha?!”

“Quach Giai!”

“Co dung c6 ma goi toi nita!”

Thanh Van lién khong goi nita that, nhin d6i méi dang mim chat cia
Thanh Van, Quach Giai han khong thé bay dén ma cay miéng c6 ra.

Hai ngudi ct nhu thé mot Iic 1au, cubi cung Thanh Van phi cudi .
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Co6 mot diéu gi do da dugc hoa gidi chi bang nu cudi ay.

Quach Giai nhiu may: “Coé cuoi cai gi?”

Thanh Van lac dau.

“N6i chuyén di!”

Thanh Van nhin vao mat Quach Giai, bong néi khé: “Cam on c6.”

Sau dé, bat chap phan ng ctia Quach Giai, Thanh Van di vé phia ban
lam viéc, vira stta sang lai dong gidy to trén ban, vira n6i vG6i Quach Giai:
“Bat dau tir ngay mai, co dirng dén cong ty nita.”

Quaéch Giai givong mat nhin: “Gi cg?”

“Thu don tat cad do dac mang vé nha, ma c6 cling dau c6 bao nhiéu do
dau, mdy con thi béng bén kia 1a mot trong s6 d6.” Thanh Van don dep rat
nhanh, cam ting trang gidy 1én nhin qua, cé can thiét hay khong, c6 c6 thé
nhan ra ngay. Néu la can thiét thi dé chung vao mot xap, khong can thiét thi
ném luon trén mat dat. Mot lic sau, gidy da roi trén mat dat nhw muwa, tat ca
déu la kho A4.

Thanh Van cam dién thoai ban 1én, nhan so6 noi bo.
“Goi Bao Khiét...”

Dot nhién liéc mat sang, thdy dang vé Quach Giai dang nhv muon
nhao t6i, Thanh Van lai n6i: “Goi Bao Khiét ntra tiéng nita 1én day.”

Dat dién thoai xuéng, Quach Giai cubi cung ciing c6 thé ndi chuyén.
“Co dang lam cai gi vay?”

“Hé")”
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“Toi hoi co dang lam gi?!”

Thanh Van nhin c6: “Co khong tin toi a?”

Quaéch Giai khong hé do dy: “Khong tin!”

Thanh Van lai héi lan nita: “C6 c6 tin to6i khong?”

(13 »
see

“CO méi tiép nhan cong ty dwgc may ngay, ciing khong hé tiép xtc
viéc gi, nghe 10i t6i, vé nha di. Sau nay néu con co hdi, néu c6 mudn thi
van co thé trg ve.”

“Cé y gi?”

Thanh Van cii dau, sap x€ép lai gidy t0 dé qua mot bén. Quach Giai
nhin ¢6 khong chép mat: “Pa xdy ra chuyén gi a?” Khong dgi Thanh Van
trd 101, Quach Giai lai nhw nghi dén diéu gi: “Cé ngudi diéu tra cong ty? Uy
ban kiém sat ha?”

“Co dirng c6 yén lang véi toi! Néi cho ¢o biét, ca dién thoai kia 1a do
mot nguwdi ban cda t6i goi dén.” Quach Giai thay Thanh Van khong noi gi,

ndi thang: “Cé nguoi diéu tra, noéi ching ta ban...”

“CoO phai noi la “cac ngwoi”, Thanh Van chi chi minh, stta lai 10i
Quach Giai: “Khong phai “ching ta”.”

C0 muodn phui sach moi lién quan dén Quach Giai.
“Co khong biét gi ca, sé khong diéu tra dén c6 dau, vé nha di.”
“Cac nguoi da lam gi ha?”

“Khong lam gi ca.”
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Quach Giai budc dén nira budc, chong tay 1én mat ban, chdm rai noi:
“Thanh Van, c6 dirng nghi rang toi la ké ngu!”

Tay Thanh Van so so 1én chong gidy, cui dau.
“Hom nay c6 dén cong ty rot cudc dé lam gi?”
CO nguwdc mat 1én.

“Dé bao o di.”

Quach Giai nghen loi.

“Vé nha di!”

Quéach Giai tat nhién sé khéng ngoc dén mic cho rang Thanh Van
dang lo lang cho quyén lgi caa minh, nhung...

Quéch Giai mé miéng, nghiém tic no6i: “Thanh Van, c6 cam thay
Quaéch Giai toi la nguwoi khong thé dong cam cong kho dung khong?”

“Khong phai vay.”

“Vay sao cd khong néi cho toi biét?”

Tay Thanh Van khyng lai, ngang dau lén khéi dong van kién, nhin
ngwoi phu nit ditng doi dién.

“Quach Giai.” Vé mat cta co rat diu dang: “Pirng tré con nhw thé!”
Noi 16i, trong nu cuwdi nhat ctia ¢6 dwgm chiit nang né, suy nghi thém mot
chit, lai n6i: “Néu nhw cudc séng day co roi vao viing bun, tat nhién co6
khong thé ngan can, nhung ding cé tw didy minh roi xuéng bun. Co6 rat
nhiéu chuyén khong don gian nhw ¢6 nghi dau.” Rat nhiéu kinh nghiém va
bai hoc déu phai dung mau va nwéc mat dé danh doi.
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Quéach Giai héi luon ma khong hé suy nghi: “Cudc song da day co
xuong bun a?”

Ca phong lam viéc yén lang nhu t¢, Thanh Van nghiéng dau nhin cé:
“Ai noéi véi co téi dang ¢ dudi bun lay ha?”

“Khong ai néi ca, nhung o cling dirng nghi t6i 1a d6 ngoc!”

Thanh Van khong néi gi, Quach Giai lai hoi: “Co phai co thich nguoi
khac, khong mudn & canh Ly Van Sung nita khong?”

Thanh Van hé miéng, nhung cting chi hit sau vao, sau do cham rai thg
ra mot hoi.

Quaéch Giai néi: “Thé Iyc caa Ly Van Sung rat 16n, t6i da tirng néi véi
c6 la vo cung rac r6i phitc tap, néu anh ta muo6n lam gi c6 thi that sw qua dé
dang.” Quach Giai hoi cang thang, di qua di lai trong phong lam viéc: “Toi
nghi ngo viéc c6 ngwoi dén diéu tra cong ty cua co, chinh la do Ly Van
Sung lam ra, anh ta dang muon ép c6 quay dau. Thanh Van, tén Ly Van
Sung nay qua that rat dang sg, co... c6 nén biét diéu nay.”

Thanh Van khé git dau, ctt nhw dong y vdi y kién cia Quach Giai,
nhuwén may néi thém: “Cach lam viéc cua anh ay, qua that rat tuyét tinh.”

“Co khong sg anh ta a?”

“Cing sg.”

“T6i khong noi dua voi co!”

“...” Thanh Van s sO miii: “Um ...”

Quach Giai dam chan: “Co c viéc néi thang ra di! Phai lam sao day?”

“Lam sao gi chi?”

https://thuviensach.vn



Quaéch Giai han khong thé xé xac nguwdi phu nit gia kho gia dai nay.

“Co6 noi cai gi di! Co mudn & lai hay la mudn di?!” Quach Giai vo
manh nguc minh: “Co6 c& quyét dinh di, chi Quach day sé chong lung cho
co!”

Thanh Van lai phi cuoi.

“Co cuoi cai gi?!”

Thanh Van cubi cung ciing ngirng cuwdi, c6 ndi vai Quach Giai: “Bat
ké c6 dang nghi gi di nita, t6i cling mudn no6i cho c6 biét mot cau... Moi
chuyén khong nhv ¢6 nght dau!”

“Cé }’] gi?”

“Y trén mit chit, ¢6 thu don di, ngdy mai ciing ditng dén cong ty nita.”

Thanh Van da quyét, Quach Giai cdm thay minh c6 néi nhiéu ciing v
ich, tuy vay, co cting khong v6i thu don do dac, khi Thanh Van chuyén
sang ngbi xem cac bao cdo, c6 ngoi xudng ghé s6 pha hoi Thanh Van:

“Co yeéu ai?”

“H4&?” Thanh Van khong ngang dau 1én dap.
“Nguoi c6 yéu la ai?”

“T6i yéu chinh t6i.”

“...” Quach Giai ném mot con thi nhéi bong qua: “T6i héi c6, trong
hai nguoi dan ong do, co6 yéu nguoi nao?”

Thanh Van né con thu nhéi bong kia, ngang dau: “Van la chinh t6i.”

“Co0 yéu chinh co6 a?”
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“Um )
“Co dién roi!”

Canh ctra bi go vang, di Bao Khiét di vao quét don, Thanh Van va
Quaéch Giai cling khéng nhiéu 10i nita.

Sau khi phong da dwgc don dep xong, Thanh Van méi dé dam gidy to

xuong, ditng day néi: “T6i di trudc day, nhd do, ngay mai dirng c6 dén day

nita day!”
“Co di s6m thé, van chwa tan tim ma!”
“H6m nay toi khong phai 1a di 1am, t6i mu6n vé nha an com.”

“Aizz!”

Thanh Van ra dén ctta, Quach Giai goi c6 lai, dén khi Thanh Van
dirng buéc thi co lai c6 vé quanh co: “Néu... néu cé gi can giip, hay noi
véi t6i.”

Thanh Van quay dau lai, Quach Giai ditng ¢ cho ghé s6 pha nhin c6.

“Pugc.”
“Thanh Van!”
‘(Hé"l))’

“Xin 16i...”

“V1 sao phai xin 16i?”

Vi sao phai xin 16i v, Quach Giai ciing khong r6 nita. C6 nghi t6i nghi
lui, cudi cung lai nhé dén cai tat ban nay.
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“To6i khong nén danh c6, t6i chi nhat thoi, nhat thoi qua...” Co khong
biét néi gi cho phdi, c ngac ng ¢ dé.

Thanh Van ding ngay trudc cira, clta ma ra dwgc mot niva, nira nguoi
da budc ra ngoai hanh lang hun huit.

“Quach Giai, cai tat nay cua co...”
Quaéch Giai yén lang lang nghe.

Thanh Van duong nhuw khé cuwdi 1én mot tiéng, nhung lanh nhat néi:
“...la qua diu dang r6i.”

Ctra m& han ra, ngwoi cling di mat.
Tiéng giay cao got vang lén trong hanh lang, nghe v6 cung rd rang.

Co ay khong sg Ly Van Sung... Pay la két luan dau tién ma Quach
Giai c6 duoc.

Co khong biét két luan cia minh dya vao dau ma cd, co chi biét, trong
khodnh khac ay, ¢6 cam thay Thanh Van ding la khong hé sg hai chait nao.

Khéng phai 1a khong biét chuyén, cting khong phai la khong c6 wdc
mong gi.

Ma bi nhitng chuyén tredc kia rén luyén, c6 da tréd thanh mot kiéu
nguoi cung coi khac thuong .

Nhw mot vi than bao ho.

Trai tim Quach Giai cling 1én 1én xudng xudng theo tiéng giay cao got
ngoai kia.
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Nghi t&i nghi lui, Quach Giai can kiét sitc lwc, ngoi phich xudng ghé
sO pha, dwva tay Om mat.

Mot ngudi 1ot cude da trdi qua cudc séng nhu thé nao thi mdi cé thé
miéu td mot cai tat bang tir diu dang chi?
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Chuong 62

Van la am t sa, van la tra Long Tinh, van la mui dan hvong thoang
thodng mai khong tan.

Chi 1a, hom nay, ngudi ngbi & doi dién khong con la ngwdi phu nit cé
dang vé khong nghiém chinh, khi trong nha khéng c6 ai sé 1ap titc ngbi trén
ghé s6 pha, ca ngwoi nhw khong xwong dua nhu treede kia nita.

DPa gan dén cudi thang tw nhung khi lanh & thanh phé Bac Kinh van
chwa tan han. Di Hong ditng & g6c nha m& may swdi, chiéc may nhé khong
thé chong lai thoi tiét, khong khi trong phong khach van c6 vé lanh 1éo va
kho hanh.

Tao Khai ngo6i trén ghé so6 pha ma nhw dang ng6i trén dong than.
Anh ta vira thay hoi han vira kho chiu.

Pa nhiéu nam tr6i qua, méi lan c6 chuyén gi lién quan dén Thanh
Van, bat ké la khi ban bac hay ra quyét dinh, anh ta luén la nguwdi dau tién
bi Ly Van Sung goi dén. Liic ban dau, anh ta cling c6 long mudn thang tién,
tranh tha béi dwdng tinh cdm véi lanh dao, day chinh la wéc mo cta biét
bao nhiéu nguwoi lam kinh doanh.

Chi la khi d6, Ly Van Sung van con gitt dwgc Thanh Van, dwong
thang tién cda anh ta cling qua that rong md, nhung lic nay...

Mot tiéng cach vang lén, tach tra da bi dat trén mat ban.
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Tao Khai bi tiéng dong nay lam giat minh. Ly Van Sung dang ngoi doi
dién vdi anh ta, mdac mot b6 quan do & nha, vira dat tach tra xuéng, dva
nguoi vao tdim dém luwng, tréng dang vé biéng nhac.

Tao Khai lai 1én tiéng, van la cau ndi giong hét ban nay.

“Ly tong... Chi Thanh da chd ngoai ctra lau r6i.”

Ly Van Sung van ngo6i dya vao dém, van khong noéi gi.

“Hinh nhuw that su ¢6 chuyén can néi.” — Tao Khai do dw — “Hay la, t6i
di hoi tht mot chat xem sao?”

Anh mit Ly Van Suing lanh nhat liéc qua: “Héi cai gi?”

“Pay la lan tht hai chi y dén day, hom qua dén day, anh... anh cling
khong chiu gap, lan nay chi dy bdo t6i, nho toi néu cé thé thi chuyén 1oi
giip.” — Tao Khai khuyén Ly Van Sung — “Ly téng, phu nit &y ma, déu rat
ngu xuan, nhwng du sao chi dy da theo anh nhiéu nam nhw vay, chi &y muon
quay dau, hay la cho thém mot co hdi nita di.”

Ly Van Sung nhin cham cham Tao Khai, &nh mat lanh 1éo nhw loai ran
doc, khién Tao Khai lanh ca song lung.

“Cho thém co hdi a?” Vé mat Ly Van Sung khong hé thay doi: “Cho
thém co hoi gi cha?”

Tao Khai cam thdy minh c nhw dang phai chiu cyc hinh: “Ciing...
cling khong phai co hoi gi ca...”

Ly Van Sung chi cudi thém mot tiéng, nhin sang hwéng khac.

Tao Khai vo y nhin thoang qua, phat hién quai ham Ly Van Sung dang
nghién chat, trong long cwdi tham, c6 nam phan khinh thwdng, cd nam phan
bat dac di.
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“Ly tong, toi di tredc day, t6i cling chi vi mot cu dién thoai nhd giip
d& cua chi Van nén méi dén, anh khéng mudn gap chi ay thi ct khong gap,
toi con co viéc bén cong ty nita...”

“Cau gitp t6i n6i vGi c6 ay mot cau!”

Tao Khai dirng lai, anh mat Ly Van Sung van dang nhin vé mét phia
nao dé, c nhr dang ngam hoa, lai nhw nhin noi von dugc treo 16ng chim
trudc kia.

Tao Khéi yén lang chd. Hai bén ma Ly Van Sung hoi ct dong, mat
nheo lai.

“Cau noi cho co ay biét, phai hoan toan cat d&t moi lién lac véi tén
dan ong kia. Thi t0i sé...”

Tiéng dién thoai di dong dot nhién vang 1én.

Hai nguoi dan 6ng déu bi tiéng dién thoai di dong lam cho giat minh.
Tao Khai 1ay dién thoai ra, sau d6 liéc vé phia Ly Van Sung: “La chi
Thanh...”

Ly Van Sung khong dap, dién thoai di dong van dang vang lén. Tao
Khai tay cam dién thoai di dong ma khong biét lam thé nao cho phai, Ly
Van Sung mai méi lanh nhat n6i: “Bat may di chit con ngoi lam gi vay?”

Tao Khai v6i bat may luon.
“Alo?”

Trong nha Ly Van Sung trudc nay von rat yén tinh, yén tinh dén mirc
c6 thé nghe thay giong noi phat ra tir trong dién thoai di dong kia.

“Anh Tao Khai?”
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“Vang , la toi.”
“Anh con ¢ trong nha a?”
“... bung vay.”
“Anh ay dau?”

Tao Khai dwa mat nhin Ly Van Sung, 6ng van dang nhin di noi khac,
yén 6n ngoi do.

“Ly tong... dang & day.”

“Anh bdo anh 4y nghe dién thoai di.”

Tao Khai biét rd Ly Van Sung nghe dugc, nhung van néi lai.

“Ly tong, chi Thanh mu6n anh nghe dién thoai.”

Ly Van Sung khdong nhic nhich, hoan toan khong c6 y mudn nghe.
Tao Khai danh cam dién thoai di dong vé, dinh tim 1y do tir ch6i, Ly Van
Sung lai quay dau lai.

Bo6n mat nhin nhau.

Tao Khai du gi cling la cap duwdi da nhiéu nam, dé dang hiéu y ti¢ cia
Ly Van Sung. Anh ta ho khan mét tiéng, néi: “Ly tong bay gio khong ranh
dé tiép dién thoai, chuyén nay... Chi Thanh...”

“Noi di!”

Trudc mdt nguwdi trong cudc, lai con la cap trén ctia minh ma diéu tiét
mau thuan tinh cam giita hai bén, day khong phai la viéc ma mét nguwoi dan
ong nhv anh ta muén lam. Trong long Tao Khai da thay khé chiu chét di
dwgc, nhung lai khong thé khéng biéu dat 16 y hd Ly Van Sung.
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“Chi Thanh a, hay la chi cat dit véi ngudi dan 6ng kia di!”
“Gl c0?”

“Cai tén ho Chu kia dy. Ly tong cling xem nhw da toan tam toan y véi
chi r6i, chi cling dirng...”- Tao Khdi can nhac chon tir nglt dé noi, giong
khé hon: “Ptng qua khéng hiéu chuyén nhw vay.”

Trong dién thoai chot thay yén lang mot lic, sau do lai truyén ra mot
tiéng cuoi khe.

“T6i khong dinh n6i chuyén nay, anh ct dé anh ay nghe dién thoai di.”
RO rang la c6 y tr choi.
Lai con ¢ ngay tredc mdt Tao Khai.

Da mat Ly Van Sung da cang ra, Tao Khai v0i nhin di noi khac, long
kho chiu, quanh co &ng pho: “T6i cip may trudc day...”

Trudc khi anh ta cip dién thoai, con nghe thdy Thanh Van dé lai mot
cau.

“Anh noéi cho anh ay biét, c6 nguwoi dang diéu tra cong ty cuda t6i, bao
anh dy cht y mot chut!”

Sau khi cup dién thoai, Tao Khai nhac lai diéu anh ta nghe thidy cho
Ly Van Sung.

Ly Van Sung bat cuwoi khanh khach.
“Cong ty cta t6i”...” Ong giéu cgt nhdn manh hai chit “caa toi“.

Tao Khai noi: “Toi cling c6 nghe noi, hinh nhu 1a con nhoc phong vién
kia...”
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“Co ay cling biét cong ty nay con la cia minh co day!” — Giong noi
cua Ly Van Sung cang lanh 1€o hon ban nay — “Nguoi dung tén cong ty la
cb dy, tat cd s6 don bao hiém, tai khodn ngan hang ciing chinh 1a c6 ay.
Trudc kia, moi viéc roi ram déu do toi thu xép, bay gio co ay da biét sg roi
a?”

Tao Khaéi bi vé u &m trong 10i ndi ctia Ly Van Sung khién cho long
cang thém lanh 18o, cam thay cach Ly Van Sung lam viéc lan nay qua khac

so vOi ong thuong ngay.

Anh ta nhac nhg: “Ly tong, hay ching ta tim ngwoi hoi thit, bén toa
soan kia t0i cling c6 nguoi quen, chung ta c® goi phong vien kia ra, xem
thtr co ta c6 duoc thi gi...”

“Co ay c nghi rang minh bé di 1a xong viéc, c6 thé an toan rut lui a?”
Ly Van Sung van dang dam chim trong van dé cia minh.”

“Ly tong...”
“Cau ct di ve di.”
“Vay phong vien kia...?”

Poi mat Ly Van Sung nhu cua loai ran doc, nhin cham cham vao Tao
Khai, nhue vay chat anh ta, ¢ nhw dang mu6n théng qua anh ta ma nhin t&i
mot nguwoi khac, ong gan tirng chiv: “Co ay phdi tra gia dat!”

Tao Khai yén lang nhin 6ng, Ly Van Sung khong phadi dang ndi
chuyén véi anh ta.

«“Cp dy phai tra gia dat!”

Tao Khai cam thay sdn ca gai 6c. Ly Van Sung van dang néi: “Co ay
nén biét diéu méi phai.”
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Tao Khdi can rang: “Anh mudn dung chuyén nay de doa chi dy a?”
Anh ta van cam thay c6 diém khong o6n.

“Cau ct di vé di.” Ly Van Sung noi.

“Nhung...” Van nén xac nhan lai da.

“Pi di!” Ly Van Sung tram giong.

Long Tao Khai chung xuéng, dau phdi anh ta tit mudn dan xac dén!
Mot nguoi dan 6ng ma su6t ngay phdi di lo chuyén tinh cdm cta nguwoi
khac, me né chz, anh ta théem lam chac! Tdo Khai thAm mang mot cau nhw
vay.

Nhung khi anh ta liéc mat sang, nhin thay Ly Van Sung van dang dua
trén ghé s pha, nhw gia thém may tudi, Tao Khai lai cdm thay khéng danh,
do dy muon an i may cau. Nhung 10i n6i chwa ra khoi miéng, anh ta lai
nghi rang, doi v&i nguwdi nay thi an ti chang nhitng khong c6 hiéu qua ma
con lam tang thém oan han.

Anh ta thég dai, xach cap di luon.
Ngoi nha lai tré nén tinh mich.

Khi c6 vé dén nha thi troi da t6i, bwdc vao nha nghe thay tiéng xao
thitc an, tiéng xéng sat va vao chdo, phat ra am thanh xén xet.
Thanh Van c6i giay, ném o khoac lén trén givong, di dén ctra phong

bép, khoanh tay dwa vao ctta, nhin ngwoi dan 6ng dang ban ndu nwéng dén
moO hoi nhé nhai.

Chu Pong Nam da som phat hién ra co ding & do, chi quay sang hoi
c6 mot tiéng, sau do lai tiép tuc dao thirc an trong noi.

https://thuviensach.vn



Anh da quen v6i anh mat cda c6... Ho thwong nhin nhau, c6 déi khi
con chang bu6n an com, chi nam trén giwvong nhin nhau. C¢ nhv may doéi
nam nit trong phim, trong cudc song chang c6 gi khac ngoai tinh yéu.

Chu Pong Nam bung thitc an ra ngoai, dat lén ban, bao Thanh Van
dén an com.

“Dbén day di!”
Giong noi hoi mang vé ra 1énh, anh dang trach c6 vé muon a?

Anh mdc chiéc do thun mau xam nhat, c6 tron, rong thung thinh, 10 ra
xuwong quai xanh, trong cling rat ra dang.

Anh ngo6i ngay ngan tredc ban an, thitc an da don xong ma Thanh Van
van khong buon nhtic nhich, anh lai néi: “Pén day di!”

Ct nhu 1a cha gia dinh dy nhi!

Thanh Van mim cwoi ngoi xuéng. Moi chuyén van dién ra giong nhw
moi ngay, Thanh Van budng dia xuéng sém hon Chu Bong Nam. C6 an
xong, van ngo6i nhin cham cham Chu Bong Nam, nhin anh vét sach thitc an
con du lai.

Chd Chu Bong Nam ciing an xong, chuan bi don ban, Thanh Van lay
lai cai chén twr trong tay anh, dat 1én mam roi ty bung xudng bép.

Chu Bong Nam strng sot, voi di theo.

Pay la lan dau tién Thanh Van lam viéc nha, nhung trong c6 hoan toan
khong c6 vé la lam. Rita chén, cha bon nuwéc, don bép... téc ¢d vén hét ra
sau, budc ho lai, cé vai sgi toc khong nghe 10i rii xuéng.

Ma dong tac cua co lai con thanh thao hon, nhanh hon ca Chu Bong

Nam.
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Mot nguwdi phu nit khi yén lang lam viéc nha lu6n toat ra sitc quyén
rdi... hodc tao ra mot cam gidc nhw cam nguyén, nhw than phuc.

Chu Bong Nam chen ngudi vao trong bép, 6m 14y co tir dang sau.
“Em con giéi hon cd mdy c6 gai trong ban ctia anh.”

Thanh Van bat cuwoi, mot tay Chu Pong Nam 0m eo c0, tay con lai
chong cho chén dia da rira sach lai.

“Khi nao ching ta vé d6?” Anh hoéi.
“Veé dau?”

“Quy Chau.”

Thanh Van chi rta chén, khong dap.

Tay trén eo c0 lai siét chat hon mot chiat, Chu BDong Nam néi bén tai
co: “Bac Kinh lanh qud, chiing ta tréd vé Quy Chau di!”

Thanh Van bi ban tay to kia khién buén cuwdi, c6 van voi nudce lai,
xoay nguoi trong phan khong gian nho hep, tya sat vao nguwdi anh.

“Om em lam gi, em c6 dn quyt dau?” C6 vd mot cai 1én mit Chu
Pong Nam, phat ra mdt tiéng lanh lanh, lam nwdc vang ra.

Chu Péng Nam bong nhién 6m chat 1dy c6.
Anh nhiu may.

“Theo anh di!”

Thanh Van khiéeu khich nhin anh.

Tay anh cang siét chat: “Theo anh di ma!”
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Thanh Van bong nhién gidn mat ra, binh tinh nhin anh, 4nh mat luwét
theo t'ng dwong nét trén mat anh.

“A Nam!” Co goi anh.
‘(U"p”

Thanh Van nhe nhang dwa vao ngudi anh, yéu dudi khac ngay thuong,
nhu hoa trong mwa, nhw nhanh cay trong gio.

Chu Bong Nam khéng noi gi, anh dé mac Thanh Van cham vao than
thé minh. C6 thwong mon trén than thé anh bang déi tay minh, vudt ve lau
dén mic khién anh cdm thay céi tay kia ctia ¢6 von chinh la ctia anh. Ciing
nhw than thé cta anh voén la cua c6 vay.

Hai tay c6 day c6 4o anh ra, chép miii khé co 1én xwong quai xanh cia
anh, cam Chu DBong Nam dat trén dinh dau c6, ban dau hai nguwdi can than
cham khé, vuét ve do xét, cang vé sau lai cang tdo bao hon, im lang ma
dién cuong.

Co tay manh mai nhw mét nhanh cay, khong ngudi nao quan tdm no bi
nam dén do ca 1én, cling khong quan tam liéu cé bi thwong khong, ai cling
bat chap hét.

Anh sang m& md noi phong bép nhw béng dém noi rirng sau, mudng
thd ruc rich nhw mudn x6ng ra ngoai.

To6c Thanh Van tan loan, c@ nhv mot hon ma, nhwng dwéi sy lan at
cta Chu bong Nam, trong lai yéu &t vo cung.

Trén doi nay, cling chi mot nguwdi co6 thé goi mé ca con ngwoi co.
Khi da kiét strc.

Hai ngudi lang lang 6m 14y nhau.
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La tiéng thé doc hay nitc ng?

Tinh dén cyc han, ngudi sé dang thuong.
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Ngay cudbi cung.
Thanh Van lai dén trudc cira nha Ly Van Sung.
CO g0 ctta nhung khong thay ai tra 10i.

Thanh Van khong voi bo di, co di long vong trong san, nhdt mot vien
da dung dé trang tri trén 16i di, ném vé phia ctra s6 lau hai.

Phong khach & lau hai, chinh la phong ctia Thanh Van.

C6 ném rat manh, tdm kinh 14p t&c v vun. Trong budi sang sém yén
tinh, tiéng kinh v& vang 1én khap khu cw xa nghe chdi tai la thwong. Bau
troi mo mit, trong nha khéng c6 mot bong ngudi, ciing khong cé ai dén
Xem Xe€t.

Cudi cung chi cé bdo vé khu dan cw dén day, bao vé cling nhan ra co,
du gi cling qua lai may nam, ai ma chang nghe dugc chit tin don. Trong
mat gd Thanh Van don gian chi la mét & tinh nhan bi vitt bo, cé kha nang
lam nén diéu chit, chi biét gdy phién toai dén vay thai.

Canh tay c0 bi kéo di, Thanh Van giat lai, diéu nay cang lam cho tén
bao vé cam thay khinh thwong hon. Cé du gi ciling 1a m6t nhan vat c6 danh
dy c6 uy tin, can gi phai lam moi viéc tré nén khé coi nhw thé, y hét nhw
mot ngwoi dan ba chanh chua.
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Anh mét Thanh Van hung tgn, c6 danh lai, c6 rit tay vé, nhung tir dau
dén cudi déu khong hé 1én tiéng, chi nhin cham cham lén lau hai, nhin vé
béng ngwoi dang ding canh khung ctra s6 vira bi ném v kia.

Tim Ly Van Sung duong nhv dap nhanh hon, trao ra mot loai cam
giac sang khoai vi dugc tra thu, khién céa co thé 6ng déu run lén.

Thanh Van dwa tay nam 14y goc 4o cta tén bao vé, da luén vao ha bo
cta ga. Tén bao vé khong ngd nguwdi phu nit nay lai ra don hiém doc nhw
thé, khong kip trd tay, lap titc che dling quan ngo6i xom xudng dat.

Thanh Van théd hén hén, sita sang lai quan 4o, di vé phia nha cta Ly
Van Sung.

Khi ¢6 vira di vao san, ctta lai duwgc ma ra.

Ly Van Sung khoanh tay ditng ngay & cira, lanh lung nhin c6, anh mat
cham chud ma xa la.

Thanh Van di thang dén tredc mat 6ng: “Em c6 chuyén mudn noi véi
anh.”

“Chuyén gi?”

Thanh Van di ludn vao trong nha, luc lwét qua nhau, Ly Van Sung dot
nhién kéo co lai.

“Anh c6 cho em vao nha a?”

Thanh Van liéc mat nhin 6ng: “C6 nguwdi muon diéu tra cong ty cua

»

em.
“Vay a?” Duong nhv Ly Van Sung chang thém dé tam .

“Anh biét?”
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Ly Van Sung khong dap, Thanh Van nheo mat, gan ting chir: “Ly
Van Sung, em khong ndi dua, c6 nguoi dang diéu tra em!”

Ly Van Sung lai t6 vé khé hiéu: “Vay thi sao?”

“Em dén tim anh, 1a vi muon anh gidi quyét gitip em a? Thanh Van,
lic em bo di khéng phai con rat vui vé sao?”

“Ly Van Sung!”

Ly Van Sung hat cam: “Néu em that sy cé chuyén gi thi cling dirng
dén tim anh nita, tw di ma giai quyét di!”

Thanh Van lanh nhat néi: “Néu ho diéu tra em thi cling sé diéu tra dén
anh.”

Ly Van Sung cudi lanh, vé cung binh than, giéu cgt nhin Thanh Van:
“Néu trong nha da cé ngudi, khi c6 chuyén sao lai chay di tim nguwdi dan
ong khac, nguwoi dé cia em khong phai rat gidi sao, khong phai rat buéng
binh a, bdo han ta di ma giai quyét cho em.”

Vé mdt Thanh Van khéng hé thay d6i: “Sao anh biét anh dy budng
binh?”

Mat Ly Van Sung lanh tanh, Thanh Van nhin thoang qua, lai noi:
“Anh gdp anh ay r6i?”

Ly Van Sung suyt nita bat cwdi: “Anh gap han ta?” Ngay sau dd, nu
cuoi lai tat ngdm, ong khé nhwdn may: “Han ta la cai thd gi ma anh phai
gap?”

Sv yén tinh bao trum, Thanh Van nhin tranh vé “T®& quan t&” trén binh
phong vo cung tap trung.
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Gi6 bén ngoai chot thdi dén, Thanh Van quay dau lai.

Ly Van Sung du rat biét cham s6c ban than nhung dudi mat cling da
dan xuat hién nhitng dém vang mo ma.

“Chuyén cac nguoi da lam, c6 bao nhiéu ngudi biét?”
Ly Van Sung lanh lung nhin co.
Gié6 van thoi, “T® quan t®” trén binh phong cling nhw lay dong theo.

Thanh Van va Ly Van Sung nhin nhau, c6 phat hién 6ng da gia roi,
that s gia roi.

Thanh Van bong nhién ndéi: “Anh biét khong, c6 ngudi tirng néi véi
em mot cau, buwon chai trén giang ho, thang thua phai tw chiu.”

Pu6i mat Ly Van Sung gian giat, vé mat cang thém lo lang, hinh nhw
cling da nhd ra nguoi ndi cau ndi nay la ai.

“Truwéc day em khong hiéu, nhung gio thi da hiéu r6i.”
Ly Van Sung khong nhin dugc niva: “Cut!”

Giong n6i Thanh Van nho dén khong thé nghe thay: “H6m nay em
dén la dé noi véi anh mét cau... Béo trong!”

Sau do co di.

Ly Van Sung bong cwdi lanh, tiép theo lai néi: “Bay gio em dirtng mo
twong anh sé giup em nita.”

Vé dén nha, Chu Bong Nam van chua tan lam. Thanh Van ngoi trén
givong, nhan cudc goi tr Lwu Giai Chi, c6 gai tré tudi sot sang...
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“C0 c6 di khong? Sao con chwa di thé? T6i vira nghe duwgc tin, sap tra
ra roi, tw liéu cta toi cling da bi 1dy di. T6i n6i vdi co6 thé ma c6 lai chang
xem ra gi, cong ty cia co chi la mot phan nho, ngwdi sau lwng c6 qua tham
lam, lic nay khong ai bado hd néi nita! Co nhanh di tw thu di, dirng bi han
du do!”

Mua gi6 dan xen, khap noi thé lvong.

Thanh Van ngat dién thoai, lai goi dién cho Chu BDéng Nam.
“Anh veé nha di!”

“Anh chwa tan viéc.”

“Van xin anh day!”

(13 »
see

Chu Péng Nam véi tré vé, vira vao ctra da bi Thanh Van niu 1ay,hoi
lanh trén nguwdi anh chwa tan da bi Thanh Van day 1én givong.

Co0 c6 vé hoi la lung, nhung Chu Dong Nam da quen véi diéu nay.
Anh x06a t6c c6 ra, vuét ve bd nguc cang min cuia co.
Cob cdi quan ao gitp anh, thdn mat mon trén tdm lwng rong rai.

Pong tac cta ho cang lic cang ti mi, cang ldc cang chim sau vao tinh
y vO han. Lan nay Thanh Van lai v6 cung diu dang, vé cung kién nhan,
hoan thanh bita tiéc thinh soan nay lan lwgt tr dau dén cudi. T chi quan
quyt 1ay nhau, ¢t nhu bitc twgng phat Tu La song tu trén dai dién, dwdi suw
yén tinh la bé duc ngat troi.

CO 6m chat c6 anh, hai ban tay luon vao téc anh, muwdi ngon tay bau
chat khién anh rat dau.
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“Em d6i v6i anh c6 tot khong?” Dwéi khi thé tan cong cda anh, c6 run
giong hoi.

Chu Pong Nam nghién rang, dit khoat néi: “Khong t6t!”

“Khong tot ma con thich em, anh dién a?”

Chu Péng Nam buéng binh cd stic tién tGi.

Thanh Van thé hon hén.

C0 6m dau anh that chat, ngti dwgc ca mui vi trén guwong mat anh.
“Anh noi em nghe xem, vi sao anh lai thich em?”

Chu Bong Nam c6 sitc khong chiu mé miéng, Thanh Van bong 16n
tiéng: “N6i di!”

Cam Chu Bong Nam banh ra, &nh mat mé ly, dong tac ciing ngirng lai.
Hai ngudi chi cach nhau khodng cach méng manh nhu to gidy, hoi thé hoa
quyén vdi nhau , chiéc dong ho trong nha vang 1én tirng tiéng tich tac rd
rang.

“Anh khong thé quén...” Cu6i cung Chu Pong Nam ciing mé miéng,
giong no6i khan khan. Anh né6i chuyén mét cach khé khan, cdi dau xuéng,
nhin cham cham vao gwong mat Thanh Van.

“Em di roi, anh dy néi véi anh em chi la nguwdi phu nit hw héng, anh da
dinh nghe 16i anh ay.”

Co0 hoi don: “Vay tai sao anh lai khong chiu nghe nira?”

“Anh khong thé quén.” — C6 hong anh nhw khé khéc — “... Em la
nguoi phu ni hvw hong, nhung hom dé em da doi x vdi anh rat tot.”
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Hom do.
Budi hoang hon trén ving nui, dong sudi nhé roéc rach, ban dan toc
Pong tinh lang yén binh, nguwdi phu nit trén cau Phong V4.

HOm do chinh la Ian dau tién caa anh.

“Anh trai anh néi anh da bij Itra r6i, anh dy néi em ltra anh, em hoan
toan khéng yéu anh.” Dudng nhw anh chwa titng néi nhiéu dén thé, giong
nai vi kich dong ma trd nén run ray, cang ndi cang nhanh.

“Anh khong cam thdy vay, sao em lai khong thich anh chi... Em d3,
da...” Anh c6 v0 s6 diéu mudn noi, c tran tr@ mai trong long, nhung lai
khong thé noi nén 101, khong cach nao bay té duwgc. Cudi cung, anh cling
chi c6 thé ngang dau, mat dé ng, 16ng may chau lai, khé long kién tri
duoc.

“Em khong thé nao khong hé thich anh dugc, chi 1a em khong biét ma
th6i. Em cho rang em chi can bé di 1a xong, nhung khong phai dau. Anh sé
dén tim em, anh sé dwa em tr& vé, em phai di theo anh méi la ding .”

Em phai di theo anh mdi la dung.

Thanh Van vu6t hang chan may cao thang ctia anh, binh than héi: “Em
va c6 ban gai lam nghé thuat caa anh, ai tot hon?”

Chu Bong Nam khyng lai, Thanh Van lap titc khé tat anh mot cai, Chu
Pong Nam khong kip né, bi co danh trung.

“Con nghi ngoi a, anh muon chét phai khong?” Co hat cam, vo cung
kiéu ngao.

Chu Péng Nam nghiém mat, trd 16i co6: “Em t6t hon c6 ay.”

“Anh dgi co ta bao lau?”
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Anh lai khyng lai, Idc nay Thanh Van khong danh anh niva.

“La sao?”

Thanh Van néi: “Anh dogi c6 ta tan tdm nam...”

“Anh khong dgi c6 ay.”

“Vay sao lai khong c6 them nguwoi phu nit khac?”

“Tai khong ai them...”

Thanh Van cwoi nhao, lai danh anh: “Anh khong that tha gi ca.”
Chu Poéng Nam noéi tiép: “Khong cham btra vao ai mdi 1a ngudoi tot.”
“Yéu cau cua anh cao that.”

Chu Péng Nam vui dau can 1én vai co.

Thanh Van nam duwéi anh, nguwéc mat nhin tran nha den si: “Anh c6
thé chd em bao lau?”

Po6i mo6i dang thuwéng thitc co thé c¢d chgt dirng lai, Thanh Van thay
hai bén dém giwong hoi ltin xuéng, Chu Pong Nam nhém ngudi day, nhin
xuong co.

“G1 ca?”

“Anh cho c6 ta tdim nam, vay anh cé thé cho em trong bao lau?”
Anh khong hiéu, dwa méat nhin c6, chd co6 giai dap.

“A Nam, c6 thé em phai di mét thoi gian.”

“DPi dau?”
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“Mot noi khac.”
“Bao lau?”

“Em khong biét.”
“Bao lau?”

Thanh Van dot nhién cam thay lanh sau khi r&i khéi 16ng nguc anh, c6
vuon tay, tw 6m lay co thé minh.

Chu Bong Nam noi: “Anh sé di cung em.”
“Khong di cung dugc.”
“Vay em noi cho anh biét l1a bao l1au?”

“Em that sy khong biét.” Thanh Van van cam thdy lanh, c6 mu6n 6m
anh, nhung tredc khi ¢6 kip cham vao than thé anh, Chu Bong Nam da
X0ay nguwoi, ntra quy ntra ngoi bén canh.

“Em sé mua vé xe cho anh.” — Thanh Van néi — “Anh vé Quy Chau
truace di.”

“Anh khong di!” Anh dap luon .
“DPung ¢ lai day niva!”
Anh nghiéng dau: “Vi sao?”

Thanh Van suy nghi mét Itic 1au, cudi cung lai dung chinh cau tra 16i
khi tredc cua anh.

“Kho coi lam.”

Chu Bong Nam giat minh.
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Thanh Van cling ngoi day, tw tir ghé vao anh.

Trong bong t6i, co6 nhin gwong mat dang co chiu dung cia Chu Dong
Nam, co khé so 1én bo vai anh: “A Nam...”

Chu bong Nam khé noi: “Em khong chiu noi r6 thi lam sao anh cho
em duwgc.”

Chi mot cau noéi, Thanh Van lai cAm thdy moi thtt nhw ddo nguoc.
Ngay khoanh khac dy, dat troi nhw yén lang, gi6 tuyét bay day, c6 nhw bién
thanh m&t nguwdi khac, d6i mat véi tré ngai nang né, véi twong lai vo vong,
va ca ngwoi yéu mo mit ngay mai cua co.

Co nhu dang néi lai v6i chinh ban than minh dang ngoi & bén givong:
“Vé nha chg anh.”

Co khong mudn, co khoc 16c la 16i trong tuyét, gao to héi anh di dau,
di bao lau, anh khong chiu noi gi ca thi lam sao em dgi anh?

Anh 6m 14y c6, hon 1én khap gwong mat cd, 1én tran co.

BoOng tuyét cling tan ra gitta hai nguoi.

Em khong tin anh sao?

Em hdy dgi anh.

Thanh Van birng tinh, ¢6 v6i 6m chat 1ay nguwdi dang & tredc mat.
Anh la ai, con co0 la ai?

“Anh vé nha chd em nhé!” — Thanh Van néi — “Em nhat dinh sé trd

vé, em nhat dinh sé trd vé tim anh...”
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Pém den yén tinh, noi giay vo khong ngirng nghi, si hoang vu khong
diém dung...

Thanh Van dit 161, bong nhién bat khoc that to. Trong gidc mong
Trang Sinh ma chi c6 minh c6 trong thay kia, khong ai c6 thé hiéu A Nam
hon co... ké ca ban than c6 va ké cd A Nam lic nay

“Thoi, th6i.” — Co duwdong nhu da suy sup, lac lac dau — “Anh dirng gia
ngoc nita, ciing dirng cha nita, anh van nén quén em di thi hon!”

Chu Bong Nam hodng hot luéng cudng, ban tay to cia anh 6m tron
khuon mat co, vat va lam mdi khién co binh tinh lai.

Lan dau tién trong ¢6 nhw mot mu dién, vé mdt anh nhu dang thwong
cam nhin vao mot tdi pham sap phai chét.

Tai sao anh khéc, la vi anh hiéu ro, hiéu rd minh rat yéu co.
Chi 1a cho doi thoi ma, sao anh c6 thé quén c6 duogc.

Su binh tinh ctia anh khién Thanh Van dan binh tinh theo, trong béng
t0i co6 nhin vao doi mat anh, bong nhién lai néi:

“Khoéng, anh van ctt cho di!” — Co binh than néi — “Cho du chét em
cling phai kéo anh theo, sao anh cé thé khong dogi em dwgc chi!”

Chu Bong Nam khong thém dé y cau néi dién khung ctia c6, vuét dau
c0, khé noi: “Em dung khoc, anh sé cho.”

Lic nay, giong néi cia anh van binh tinh nhw cii. VO ciing nhe nhang
noi ra 10i hira hen ca ntra doi nguoi.

Co lai khong thay bat ngo, trong man nwdc mat mong lung, lanh nhat
no6i mot cau:
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“Anh vé Quy Chau di, coi nhu thanh toan cho em.”
Chu Bong Nam vo cung binh tinh: “PBugc.”

Ho ngoi trén givong, 6m nhau sudt dém dai.

ba hon muai hai gio.

Con nguoi co bao gio ngong cho binh minh 1én khong?

Ni Iira séng than, mat troi van 1én cao; dong dat hoa hoan, mat troi
van lén cao, han han 1l lut, mat troi van c& 1én cao.

Mai mai la nhu thé, c¢ nhv tinh yéu trong doi nguoi kia, thwong dau
thi c tiép tuc thwong dau, ci chét van tiép ndi cai chét. Tinh yéu thuwong
tinh kho dai lai van nhuw anh trang chiéu sang noi rieng nui, khién thé gian
van tiép tuc dam chim.
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May giang kin troi, c6 ké cling dang cho xem chuyén nao nhiét.
Nhung khi c6 dién thoai goi dén, nguwdi dau tién bi bat lai khong phai la
nguwoi phu nit kia, ma la mot trwedng phong bén tong cong ty, cd chit quan
hé ho hang v6i Ly Van Sung.

Khong ai ngd dugc. Sau hom do, sy viéc nhanh chong tré thanh mot
tro cwoi. Mai cho dén khi nguwdi bi bat di roi, cling khong c6 ai bao cho Ly
Van Sung biét.

Chuyén nay sao lai c6 thé xdy ra?

Tao Khai da khéng ngu hai dém roi. Lan nay ndo dong rat 16n, khong
biét thyre té sé ra sao. Truc gidc néi cho anh ta biét, lan nay khac v&i nhitng
lan trudc.

Viéc Truwong phong bi bat gan nhw khong hé dwoc bao truée, doi
phuong c nhv mot thich khach gia doi, givong dong kich tdy, an than ki
lwong, nam giir hét moi chuyén trong tay, chi can ra chiéu, tat sé nguy hiém
dén mang nguoi!

Anh ta ct kiém tra hét lan nay dén lan khac, ngoai tén cuia tén treéng
phong kia ra... néi cach khac, ngoai nhitng thi do truéng phong dy ditng
tén, chang ai biét trong tay nguwdi do con c6 gi nita.

Han ta han con biét thém mot it chuyén, nhwng liéu trong tay han ta cé
chitng ct hay khong?
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Tao Khai vo dau, can rang luc tung tét ca 1én, kiém tra lai 1an nita.
May tinh, tu sach, két sat,..

Pau anh ta chodng vang, nhung anh ta khong thé ngirng lai. Anh ta
md&i bon muoi tudi, twong lai rong mé, trén c6 gia dwdi co tré, khong thé ci
xong doi nhu vay dugc!

Anh ta c6 biét so vé tén trwdng phong kia, cling khong phai ké thong
minh cho 1am, chi 1a mot tén tép riu dwdi trwéng Ly Van Sung, han ta
chang biét gi vé Ly Van Sung ca, cho du c6 biét cting khong phai day du.

Tay anh ta khé run rdy, anh ta lai cau xin 6ng trdi lan nita.
Pé cho tén do di chét di.
Pé mot minh tén d6 chét di thoi.

Khi anh ta goi dién thoai cho Ly Van Sung, Ly Van Sung con mét moi
hon ca Tao Khai.

“Han ta c6 biét cu thé khong? Han ta c6 khai ra hay khéng?” — Bi biic
bach dén cwc han, Tao Khai bat chap moi ton ti — “R6t cudc tén do biét
dwgc bao nhieu chuyén?!”

Ly Van Sung noi: “Pung dgi trong cai phong lam viéc rac rwdi kia

nita, ludt sw Twdng sé dén ngay, cau hdy gap anh ta di da. T6i con phai gap
ngudi cia Uy ban kiém sat. Con vé tén truéng phong kia... cau khong can

»

lo.
“Bay gio han ta dang & trong d6! Néu han khai lung tung...”

Ly Van Sung hét 16n: “Lam theo 10i t6i n6i!”
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Ong vira dit 15i, bén nay luat sw Twong da di vao, dau ddm mo hoi,
sac mat am dam.

“Nguoi cia Cuc chong tham nhiing dén.”
Tao Khai chi cam thdy dau 6c choang vang.
Toa lau dai da thyc sw sup do roi.

T Uy ban kiém sat chuyén thanh Cuc chéng tham nhiing, ban chat su
viéc da thay doi.

Luat sv Twong do Tao Khai dang ldo dao suyt nga. “Khoan hay hoang
da, cling khong nhat dinh dau. Pgi tin tirc trong kia truyén ra da, hién gio
ho c6é muodn tra cling khong tra ra duoc.”

Ly Van Sung bén nay dat dién thoai di dong xudng, sac mat am tram.
Ong dang 14i xe trén duwong Truong An, khi con tré 6ng rat thich con duwong
nay, vi né cé két cau kién c6 nhat Trung Quoc, di trén dwong nay cling co6
thé cdm nhan dugc mot sy cam ky mo ho.

Xe thang lai, than thé 6ng hoi nghiéng di.
Ong lai cam dién thoai di dong lén.
Trong ltic cho dén do, 6ng da goi lién tiép bon cudce dién thoai.

Sao c6 thé noi dién thoai nhanh nhw thé dwgc... tat nhién chi vi khong
c6 ai bat may.

Khong dinh dang, khong tranh gianh, khong tranh v&i quan, cling
khong dinh véi chinh phid. Moi ngwoi déu la nguwoi thong minh, déi lai, néu
la khi nguwdi khac gap chuyén nhw thé, ong ciling sé khong nhac mdy cta ho
lam gi.
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Long ban tay 6ng dé6 mo hoi.

Luc khéi dong xe, trong dau ong hién 1én bong dang mot nguwdi phu
nu.

C0 noi vbi ong, hay bao trong.

Pa ti lau 1am réi, 6ng von xem cd nhw théi quen, dwong nhw 6ng cling
da quén mat cach minh phai xit ly nhitng chuyén phttc tap kia nhw thé nao,
quan hé gitta nguoi va ngwoi déu tré nén roi loan.

Co khién 6ng tré nén ngu xuan, co khién 6ng tré thanh don gian.

Huyét thai dwong 6ng gian giat, tai xé duwong nhu dang nhin 6ngqua
kinh chiéu hau, Ly Van Sung ngoi rat ngay ngan, bat ké 1a khi nao, 6ng déu
vO cung coi trong thé dién, can than tirng li tirng ti.

Vé dén nha, Tao Khai lai goi dén.
“Han khai ra hét roi!”
“Ai khai?”

“Vuong Thanh Minh!” d6 la tén cua tén tredng phong kia, “Toi da hoi
tham rat nhiéu ngwoi, han ta da ké hét tat ca nhitng chuyén nhw ban thao co
phiéu ra hét ca roi.” Gigong Tao Khai nghén nghen: “Rét cudc han biét bao
nhiéu tinh hinh cu thé?”

Khong c6 161 dap, Tao Khai quat: “Toi sé di qua dé ngay!” réi cip
ludn dién thoai.

Nhiéu nam trudc, tredc dém dwa cong ty 1én san, Ly Van Sung da
tirng ban thao mot s6 lwgng 16n c6 phiéu cho nguwdi khac.

Hom sau, ong c6 thé thu lai dwgc hon may tram lan.
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Tay khong bat séi trang, mdy chuc ty dé biét do t6i cho ai ? Pa dam
bién thu tai sdn nha nuwéc, néu that sy bi tra ra , liéu c6 dam khai hay
khong?

Mua gié xoay van, hét dgt nay dén dot khac.

Dé xép chong go 1én cao, cang lic sé cang kho, nhing mudn 14t do thi
chi can dong vao may miéng bén dudi la dugc.

Binh bai nhw nui do.

Tao Khai chay vao nha Ly Van Sung, nhu da phat dien.
“Chuyén gi da xay ra, anh da goi cho Bo trudng Giang chua?”
“Khong goi dugc.”

“Sao lai khong goi dugc?!”

Ly Van Sung ngoi trén ghé s6 pha, ngang dau nhin anh ta: “Cau dang
néi chuyén vai toi day a?”

Tao Khai bi vé mat cua 6ng khién sg hai.
Anh ta nga ngoi luon xudng ghé.

“Co cach, nhat dinh sé c6 cach!” Tao Khai 1am bam, lai nhin sang Ly
Van Sung: “Ly téng, anh nghi cach di!”

Ly Van Sung vuon tay vé phia ban, Tao Khai nhin theo, 1a am tra tir sa
ma ong van thwong dung pha tra. Tao Khai sap dién that roi.

Uobng tra, dén lic nay ré6i ma 6ng ta con mudn uéng tra a?
Ly Van Sung cam binh tra trong tay, khé vudt, hanh dong khong

nhanh cting khong cham.
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Mat Tao Khéi han day tia mau: “Sé nhanh choéng tra ra toi théi, toi
phai néi thé nao day?”

Ly Van Sung van vuét binh tra trong tay, khong biét la dang suy nghi
hay tu tri hoan thoi gian cho chinh minh.

Tao Khai cwdi hoi quai di: “Ly tong, néu tra ra dugc toi, vay chac
cling sap dén lwgt chi Thanh r6i.”

Tay ong ngung lai.

“Anh nghi cach cho ching t6i vGi!” — Than thé to bé cia Tao Khai
nhwén vé phia tredc — “Ching to6i van luon di theo anh, liic nay chi biét dia
vao anh thoi.”

“Bi héi gi cling khong duwgc khai.” Ly Van Sung cudi cung cling 1én
tiéng, Tao Khai 1ap titc cham chu nghe.

“Bén cho B trudng Giang chac ciing bi 1at tung trdi 1én r6i.” Han la
da bi khong ché.

“Ong ta c6 mudn lam gi ciing phai chd dot ndy qua di da.” Chi s¢ ring
khong thé qua n6i ma thoi.

“Cau dirng khai ra gi cd, moi chuyén ct dé nhw cii.” Cac chitng c vo
cung xac thuye, 1an nay, doi phwong qua that cé chuan bi kj réi méi dén.

Mat Tao Khai sang 1én: “T6i hiéu roi!”

Tao Khdi di, mang theo niém hy vong ki la. Ly Van Sung ng6i mot
minh trén ghé so pha, trong nha khong bat den, khong biét tir lic nao, 6ng
da khong con thich anh sang, cang khong thich céi thé gidi tran day anh
sang nay nira.

Ong khom lung rét nudc, chgt nghe thdy mdy tiéng ring réc.
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La tr trong co thé cia Ong, ong gia roi, néu soi gwong, ong sé phat
hién téc bac ctia minh da lan ra khap dau.

Ntra doi vinh hoa, nita doi tam huyét, hom nay cling chi con lai mot
ngoi nha trong vang.

A khéng, trong nha con ¢ ngudi, con ¢ di Hong, ngudi phu nit kiém
10i ma 6ng da yéu cau phai han ché xuat hién tredc mat moi nguwoi. Gid nay
ba dy chac dang & trong phong minh.

Chuodng ctra dot nhién vang lén.

La ai?

Ong khong muén gip ai ca, ciing khéng mudn néi chuyén véi ai ca.
Khéng ai dugc phép nhin thdy vé tham hai cta 6ng, khong ai dwgc phép
nhin thay vé that bai ctia ong.

“Ly Van Sung!”
Giong ndi nhuw ngay sat bén tai 6ng, khién chan 6ng run lén.

Ctra md ra, bén ngoai la mot ngudi phu nit. Moi thit nhu tr@ thanh do
anh, chi c6 ngwoi phu ntt kia la chan that.

“Pa xdy ra chuyén réi a?” — Co6 nhuén may, di vao trong nha, dua tay
dong ctta lai — “No6i cho em biét chuyén gi da xdy ra di!”

Ly Van Sung noéi: “Em dén day lam gi?”
“Em khong thé dén u?”
Ly Van Sung cuoi lanh: “Nguoi dan ong kia dau?”

“G1 ca?”
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“Tén ho Chu kia.”

Thanh Van cau may: “Nhac dén anh ay lam gi?”
“Pua vé dén noi roi a?”

Vé mdt Thanh Van lanh lung.

“Em cho rang anh khong biét sao? Em lén lién lac v&i Quach Giai, bao
co ta di theo sau Iuwng tén dé, dé han ta khong thé quay veé day.”

Thanh Van im lang, qua that c6 da nho Quach Giai giup dg. Co noi
vdi Quach Giai, bat ké két qua cudi cung ra sao, déu ndéi cho anh ay biét
hét.

Ly Van Sung cudi nhao: “That biét diéu, phu nit that biét diéu!” Ong
hoi cti ngudi, vieon mét ngon tay Gt ra, néi vdi c6: “Em biét khéng, cho du
la dén ngay hom nay, néu anh muon han ta chét thi cting chi can nhtic nhich
mot ngon tay ma thoi.”

Thanh Van ciling cuwoi: “Ly Van Sung, anh dung ty ltta minh nita!”

Ly Van Sung khong cuwdi, Thanh Van lai néi: “Anh dy khong chét
dwgce. Du em va anh déu phai chét hét, anh ay cling sé khong chét.”

Co trung ra vé mat chac chan dén nhw thé. Méi lan c6 néi chuyén vai
vé mat do thi déu vo cung chuan xac.

Puoc, duwgc lam!

“May nguoi cac anh da thwong lwgng xong chwa?” — Thanh Van
khong noéi chuyén Chu Pong Nam véi ong nita, di vao phong khac —
“Nhiéu nam qua, chuyén cta cac anh em ciing chi tinh cd nghe thay, khong

biét nhiéu lam, khong biét chuyén ctia cac anh cé nghiém trong khéng, em
sg dén luc do, 16 nhuw...”
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Vlta mGi quay dau lai, mot déi tay da bop chat 1ay ¢6 co.

Pa khong con hy vong gi nita roi.

Em sé gitp anh xac nhan nhitng 10i anh noi.

Du em va anh déu phdi chét, anh ay cling khong thé chét dugc.

CO c6 manh mai, c* nhw m6t nhanh c¢6 lau ngay thu, vira nhé vira dai,
lai mém mai.

Mat Thanh Van dé tng, yét hau nghen lai, vd cung kho thé. Tén ac
quy dang ding trudc madt lai nhin cham cham c6. Ca ngwoi co6 run ray,
mach mau dan ndi lén trén khap gwong mat von tai nhot ctaa co.

Ly Van Sung dot nhién cam thay nhw thé cling rat tot, & cai khoanh
khac phia trwéc la dwong cung, sau lwng lai cé truy binh nhw lic nay, bén
canh ong lai c6 mot nguwoi phu nt. Po con la nguoi phu nit da theo ong
muoi may nam troi.

Pau chi rat tot, qua that 1a vo cung my man.

Nghi dén day, 6ng lai cdm thdy minh da n6i ding. Tat ca déu vi c6,
moi chuyén déu la vi c6 méi khién 6ng ré sang mét con duwong khac. Néu
khong, vi sao khi 6ng dang v6 cung tuyét vong nhd lai nhitng viéc da qua,
ong lai nhan ra rang, ngoai c6 ra, 6ng chang con thit gi khac trong tay.

Co da khién 6ng ra nong ndi nay, c6 phai & lai bén canh ong.

Tay O6ng cang ra sttc hon. Mat Thanh Van trgn 1én, han day tia mau,
ching do Ién c nhw dang hoa trang. Cé dung hét sitc con sot lai, co6 nga
nguoi ra dang sau, Ly Van Sung bi co tach ra, lui vé phia ban tra. Thanh
Van quo quao, vung vay loan xa, so dén chi€c am tra ti sa trén ban, 1ap tirc
cam ldy, dap vé phia Ly Van Sung.
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Am tra bi dap v& nat.

Ly Van Sung khung lai, tha 1ong tay ra.

“Khu... Khu... Khu!” Thanh Van 6m c0, thé hon hén.

Trén mat dat c6 mau, la mau chdy xudng tr tran Ly Van Sung.

“Anh dién r6i!” — Thanh Van can rang — “Ly Van Sung, anh dién that
roi!”

Di Hong dang & cudi hanh lang nghe thdy tiéng dong, run ray di ra:
“Cau Ly... C6 Thanh...”

“Cut...! Cut ra ngoai cho t6i!”
Di Hong a khau, run rdy muon quay tré lén lau.
“Toi bao la cut ngay di...!”

Cut ngay di, hay cat khéi noi di da lam viéc su6t nita doi nguoi...
cling y nhu ong vay.

Nuwdc mat di Hong chay gian giua, sau dé cling bo di.

“Ly Van Sung!” Thanh Van ném tach tra qua, tach tra xet qua xvong
g0 ma ong, 6ng tranh dwoc, tach tra roi va tan trén dat.

“Anh noi dién gi vay ha!?”
Mai téc bac cia Ly Van Sung tan loan, mat dam dia mau.
Yén lang, moi thit déu yén lang.

“Anh noi dién v?” — Ly Van Sung cham rai gat dau — “Anh dién that

»
!

roi
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Ong chinh lai méi téc ctia minh, Thanh Van lanh ling m& miéng:
“Moi chuyén khong thé citu van nita r6i a? Anh da nghi hét moi cach chua,
c6 sttc noi dién nhw vay thi khong bang ra ngoai tim nguoi giup di.”

Tim nguoi, tim ai chit?
Co ciing khong biét.

“Em phdi di day.” — Thanh Van chinh lai c6 4o — “C6 1€ ho ciling sé
nhanh chong tra ra em.”

Co da di dén trudc ctra, bong dirng lai.
Phu nit ludn ¢6 trye gidc voi khéi dau va vai két thic .

Gio xuan bén ngoai dang thoi khé lwét qua guwong mat cd, nhw dang an
i co, khuyén nhu c6, gitup ¢6 nhé lai qua khit khong thé nao quén.

Tao nén than thé cia em, tao nén trai tim cua anh.
Thanh Van bong nhién quay dau, lai di vao trong phong.

Ly Van Sung ndm ngtta trén ghé s6 pha, mau van khong ngirng chay,
ong cling khong mudn n6 ngirng, ctt dé mac dong mau sén sét chdy tran
trén tran. Ong nghe thdy tiéng dong, chwa kip m& mét ra, lai cam thdy dau
minh da dwgc 6m lay.

Hai canh tay nang gay ong len. Thanh Van cti nguwoi hon ong. Doi
moi cham xudng mang theo vi mau tuoi.

Ong chwa tirng gan cd dén thé.

Khi roi moi, tay ¢6 van dang 6m dau 6ng, con 6ng, dwong nhuw da
quén minh phdi lam thé nao. Hoi thd hoi don dap cua c6 pha 1én mat 6ng,
ong vo cung cham chu cam nhan no.
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“Hay dé phong dam nguoi Tao Khai.”

Ly Van Sung giat minh. Trong d6i mat c6 van con tia mau van dé
chwa tan hét.

Poi mat c6 sang ngdi, mai toc den nhanh giong hét nhw trudc kia.

“Muoi hai nam qua, em da khong cham séc tot cho anh, em xin 16i!” —
Co thap giong ndi — “Anh Sung, tam biét!”

Khodanh khac dy gi6 nhw ngtrng thoi, moi an oan déu tan di. Co ding
day bé di, 1an nay c6 khong quay dau lai nita.

Hai ngay sau, Thanh Van bi bat.

Trong su6t nita thang, cong ty Binh Thai bi can quét, cac t6i danh lién
quan dén viéc tham 0, nhan héi 19, ltra ddo, chiém doat tai sdn nha nudc.
Hon mudi quan chitc quan trong déu c6 lién quan dén vu an, khién ca nuwéc
khiép so.

Vu an dwoc xét xtr trong sudt hon nita nam. Mac du sau cung moi su
viéc trong vu an déu dugc lam sang té, nhung van c6 mot nguwdi khong nam
trong so do, tir dau dén cudi van khong tim ra nguwdi cha muu. .. ngwoi cha
muu kia da mat roi.

Vao hém Thanh Van bé di. Ly Van Sung da uéng thudc doc ty ti.
Nghe noi khi xac 6ng dugce phat hién, 6ng dang tran tru6ng nam trén
giwong, trén nguwdi chi dap mot chiéc do khodc mau den ctia phu ni.

Chiéc 4o gi6 che pht hon phan ntta co thé 6ng, nhuw than mat, lai nhw
bao vé diéu gi do.

Ong chét trén phong khach 1au hai, ctra kinh ctia phong da bi dap v,
khi canh sat day ctra, gi6é lua vao khién rém cira tung bay.
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Khong doi dén khi c6 phan quyét, Lwu Giai Chi da xin nghi viéc. Co
cam thay minh khong cach nao tiép nhan dwoc két qua nay.

B&i vi qua chud tam dén, doi khi Lwu Giai Chi cé cam gidc “xuat hon
trong mong”, co thuwdng xuyén mo thdy minh dang ngoi trén mot bang ghé,

d6i dién la nguwdi phu nit véi gwong mat tai nhot & bén kia song sat.

Co khong hiéu vi sao c6 dy khong tw thu, vi sao khong phdi hgp diéu
tra. Nhung trong giac mong dy, c6 lai cam thay nhw minh da hiéu hét tat ca.

Tinh cdm qua manh liét, chi can nhin thau mot géc nho, ciing da da
khién ngwoi ta bi ton thwong.

Sau dé, ba c6 khuyén nht c6, nguwoi ta khong dang dé co lam nhu vay.

“Con muon tién vé phia truedc thi phai hoc cach chap nhan thua cudc.”
Ong da néi nhu thé.

Cho nén Luu Giai Chi ra nwéc ngoai du son ngoan thiy, khong dé y
dén vu an nay nita.

Du trong long van con c6 mot phan y niém quan 1ay co, lai nhw khich
1€ co.

CoO nghi chan tai m6t tran nhé dwdi chan ndi Alpes*, tran nay chi cé
mdy trdm nhan khau, long c6 vo cung yén binh.

(*mot day nui ¢ Thuy Si)

Co6 muon viét mot cudn tiéu thuyét. C6 md trang gidy dau tién, nhin
ngon nui tuyét trang bén ngoai ctra so, c6 dat bit xuong viét doan mé dau.

Con ngudi néu muodn tién vé phia trudc, thi phai hoc cach chap nhan
thua cudc. Néu khong nhan ra dugc chan ly ay, thoi gian sé nhanh chéng
troi qua.
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Chi viét mot cau thoi ma da khién Lwu Giai Chi roi nwéc mat.

Vao ngay ra phan quyét, cach ngan dam & Dung Giang, tai ban dan toc
Pong tin hiéu khong dwoc tot 1am, c6 mot ngwoi dan 6ng dang lam viéc tai
nha.

Dbién thoai di dong cta anh vang lén, anh lay ra, cti dau nhin xem
nhan. Khong biét anh da xem bao lau, mai cho dén khi ba lao dang dét vai
trwdc ctra nha doi dién goi anh, anh méi ngang dau 1én.

Ba héi anh bang tiéng dan toc Bong:

“A Nam, tu6i da 16n lam roi, ra ngoai 1au nhw thé sao con chwa chiu
cuwoi vo di?”

Dién thoai di dong trong tay anh nhw sap bi bop nat.
Ba ldo xoay guong to trong tay, nhan nha hoi: “Nay, da cé vg chwa?”

A Nam dirng 1én, anh dang mac b quan do cua nguwoi dan téc Pong
den nhu muc, vat a0 mao rong.

Anh néi vGi ba lao: “Da, da cé ngudi yéu roi a!”
Ba lao gat dau: “T6t tot, c6 nguwdi yéu la tot roi.”

Tay cta anh dan tha 16ng, anh nhét dién thoai di dong lai vao trong tui
quan.

Ba lao lai tam chuyén: “Vg cua chau c6 dep khong ha?”
“Pep lam!”

Ba ldo ngang dau lén, giéu cgt: “Chao 06i, xem cai dita su6t ngay
nghiém mat nhw chau kia, nghi dén vo lai cwoi ngay dugc? Nhung chau
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phadi cwdi nhiéu 1én, 1au ngay khong cuwdi, gio cudi 1én nhin kho coi c nhw
dang méu 4ay.”

A Nam khiém ton nhan 16i: “Da!”

Anh mit tr&i 4m 4p trong ndi, xung quanh déu tinh ling, ba ldo van
quay guong to, vui vé hat vang. Hoa cung canh twgng nguwoi dan 6ng dang
lam viéc dudi lau nha san déi dién, khién ca khu ritng nhw x6n xao.

The End
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